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For berto etamar. 

l'.1 11 ta ·ce t.b bi b road to Harvaz-. again,, 

'the •reedof d , 

and ti 1 , past dusty Jlirn Dowa in the orning 

j rt af~ei- the rains 

I • 11 burry dO\ffl that anc.i.e__nt road 

with t e camel trains, 

uuf· .,. my way through hill 

like . -nds of' ·elephant bones 

• teae hed white by the -Ogde: su11>; 

and whe that ser .nt-to ed gospeller 

oelam:i~ con lagrations 

f hie si 

to ples fr 

le messianic eye 

blue pulpits in tho bum.in 

to die in bei-e of Ids ,own fi.rc,. 

l: wil.11ay e do1IIU 

anywbere tbat. alee a.u-prises • 

readi . my oat.ekin on t.be ot,il.letrt sand 

vat.cl • the eyes o jac ols 

kindle lie torches on r pat-ta of! night .. 

Listening, with oy ear · ,re sed to t 
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I ' ll. llOar wild fl.owe:ra, 

tmd the .night wind, 

wingi.i ita way£ the Ara ian S-ea 

s quiet.ly as fish ea 1es, 

w.i11 wl:dap,ev secrets as ld a sin t,o. ea, 

NSUl'N:)ct.i. the . £fled tr f ,soldie.M f • . A 

rdd. to, the t.une 0£ _ s and flutes 

a shar . co ands barfed by mounted Centu:riana; 

caravans edding down for a lo night; 

1instrels serenadi carr ls i.n the woonlig'bt ;. 

co bines strwnm:i 'lutes and 11 andolins ind.1.ff erent-ly; 

lee::,y ca .1 drivers tteri1 ob ceniti 

ii the na. e of the Propbet; 

ater bellowi for their s1avea; 

a :d f another age wafted sounds 

snoa into my mind' s cart 

J.a isaaries of' t 1 • Ottoma 

shat.ter:1 J.angc.mt si.lences 

wi 'tb the martial. rhytl of cyr als • 

announcing to .s.ly traden, in bazaar , 

e ny farmer s .in soi-,gt fields 

and lden horizona of corn, 

that it was tribu.te-ti4; e· gain. 

I 111 ta the high road, to 

the Freed: Road, 

a11d waU.- past dusty Dira Dowa • 

- 2 ... 
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just after- th ra 

w ,,n the vergi sa I i litter wit i.ld lower 

nd t - thorn tree ree. 

• or th no la er t ere 

ehcd on ild throne 

• th re rers 1>.eillWuig bis :voy 1 e r , 

0 t:i y treaeheri s, 

·1c t th laee 

t ll 1u . • 1 v rni.gh.t.,. they say, 

f . 1 .s Xeeth 

f the ·1e, 

he e 

vall 

till a 

ls ae114S of rphi.r 

tl y l r, 

cl .arer t . Coptic 

titanic tido of 

ll. at :a tert. · 

rag 

ga er· f 

t th ................. _.... lai 

t 1 . a o, t 

1 turned his nooaea s 

f a - ies of t :i.nnocent 

racling a· slessl cro.s t 

w. ere . • that ag, te- ear 

stole 

Whi.l 

f 11 

l.lion liv •• 

vultures, t 

rom th ky li 

• 

d 

1 o 1 um 

le t fly, 
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t :r r f 4 ste I 

t lac .. , 
i t * .ro t e La , 

\fal e band I.I l witl t ., 
measu..:ri vacant l t re y .. 

L l ca an li¥ 

c.ri 0 in 

ents -of :Ln 

echo• tyranni 

·clt 

a c codile l 

ra 

r i i i 

t 

d tr· taries i.r 

fr thirl illi 

tp t 

t t :ret r tt will 

for .if you •:re hA 1: er, you 

a er t er i.n. 

wrat 

h rt. 

t tri.kel,. 

d t l rrar .in, 

tb F d, 

er rehod throat of dusty riverbeds., 

fol.I 1 • J 

111 w lk e i.de Ga • 
ho ol a burni l ll t , 

have lo .since c st aside their veil 
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to can i.li, f. :rl.OS$ eyes. 

1e 

or the first. t~ since Ta 1· • 

with c vel. vet ·in, t e bar 

o rde Iii h ri ts 

in of Is.i. . , 
loo 0 with .. , 

C di.us. ed " 
r 

rainbow-col,or d sl 

f arrar 

0 t . r i . til.l 

t 

t 1 ve dr1.v to t.beir ii" • 
t oy stand the bli laro, 

f r twe .n .and v·ct 

r thi ty "lli.o j_ l art f ·ir 

:r•11 ta 0 th high road to 1 rrar, 

tl re 

et Di.r tho or i 

after t 

ve 

ry 

• 

W: i l it d with wild f lower 

t thor tr es r 

• 

Havana , Feb . 1th . 1978 
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