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™\, dad and Tobago should

By WILLIAM DOYLE-MARSHALL, New York -

“OUR cultural traits aredraining away and we eh
doing nothingto make them stay: Tobago goat race,

crab race, bongo limbu and stickfighting draining

out slow. Why not put in every
school a steelbandsman to
train children to beat pan? That

is what I call brain drain.”
No Trinidadian resident at home since 1968
can forget these words. They were sung by
Calypsonian Chalkdust, who is also a school
teacher, in his song “Brain Drain.”
It was indeed an educational and informa-
tive editorial which he releasedtohis people,

but unfortunately itfell on
deaf ears.

Since then our steel-
band movement has been
plagued consistently with
an “overseasattraction.”
The best tuners of steel-
band instruments are now
residing outside of the
country, the majority in
the United States of
America. Is the country
aware of this?

And what is being done
to remedy the sorry

situation? Nothing worth-

while!

PRODUCT

The director of the
Trinidad and Tobago
Police Band, Superinten-
dent Anthony Prospect,
last month, called for
the establishment of a
steel pan factory in Tri-

“If we don't looksharp
Trinidad and the rest of
the world may soon be
buying pans marked
“Made im Japan®™ at a
relatively cheap price,
or perhaps ne are going
to wait until America
enlists the services of a
few pan tuners and starts
mass production,” said
the musical authority.

Trinidad and Tobago
has been lax in develop-
ing and promoting its own -
national product. Chalk-
dust, in song, brought at-
tention to the situation
and the action was nega-
tive,

STIGMA

Now that an influential
Mr. Prospecthas spoken,
how much fuel will be
added to the flame is left
to be seen. In his treatise
on the Steelband of Trini-
dad and Tobago Prospect
says: “The .steelband
could be described as the

new sound in music: an '

invention of the twentieth
century.”

Beyond any doubt Tony
Prospect is correct about
his pronouncement. And
America is aware of the
uniqueness of this form
of music. What proof is
there?

Simple. Ellie Mannette,
well-known pioneer. since
1966 has been teaching
the artto Americans. The
project is being financed
by the City of Nev York.

Fllie is aware of the
backwardness of h i s
people in putting steel-
band where it belongs.
e told me: “If the City
of New York can offer me
an opportunity to teach in
the schools, I con’t see why
the C..vernment of Trini-

LONG TO PU

wait so long to put it
(steelband) in the col-
leges.”

Ellie is still conscious
of the stigma which af-
fects the movement
consequently he added:
“Obviously when t he
college boys graduate
they won’t be called pan
men and underprivileged
boys. They will be con-
sidered musicians.®’

Take it or leave it Fllie
Mannette is quite correct.
Evidence of thisis seenat
Carnival time when
lawyers, teachers and
civil servants play these
same instruments onthe
two-day festivities, when
you hear remarks like:
“You eh see doctor “X”
betin’ pan wid Starlift
yesterday?” or*“Ak.didn’
know dat lawyer fellah
cud beat pan.”

NIQUE

Due tothis unfortunate,
narrow-mindedness on
the part of our people the
steelband movement is
suffering. . There is a
positive need for the
broadening of our vision
and heeding the call of
our unigue musicians.

Prospect’s call for a
pan factory must receive
immediate attention. But
there is one thing about
his prediction. The pans
will not be as cheap as
he believes.

Ellie Mannette who is
currently engaged in
manufacturing instru-
ments in theU S, indicat-
ed that a set is likely to
cost between six hundred
to one thousand dollars
(U.S. currency).

In this country (U'.S.)
it costs between 875
and $125 tohave one tenor
pan made. “They do not
hesitate to pay for these
instruments,” said Fllie.

CUSTOM

The Trinidadian would
wail when he tas to pay
between 825 to $40 for
the same tenor pan. in
his homeland.

However, there 1s a
reason for the difference
in prices. In the words
of the steelband pioneer:
“We have proper steel
here, much hetter than I
have ever used, [ have 2
furnace where the entire
drum is heated and ! geta
better ring.”

Over the years il has
become a custom for one
{o «~it back and wait for

government to do some-

thing.
But what about the
people themselves?

It is useless to be
complacent and throw
the buck around: { Has
the steelband association

ELLIE MANNETTE, TRINIDAD'S BEST
KNOWN PAN PIONEER: ®IF THE CITY
OF NEW YORK CAN OFFER ME

AN OPPORTUNITY TO TEACH IN

THE SCHOOLS, | DON'T SEE WHY
. THE GOVERNMENT OF TRINIDAD
SR AND TOBAGO SHOULD WAIT SO

T IT (STEELBAND) IN THE COLLEGES®

ever approached busi-
nessmen and the many
influential organisations
in a position to help?
Steelband is ours and we .
must make the best of it
at all times. -
Our Jaycees colleagues

have been boasting, over
the years, of developing
leadership, but how many
are active members of
our steelbands? If any,
are they influential enough
to assist the movement?

Let’s put the Jaycees
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