AB5TRACT

Since May 1957 the Behames Government has been trying
to solve whet haus become known as '"The Hepiticn Problem'i the
rroblem of the continuing, and espperently increesing, illepal
entry ol Heitians intoe the Bahames., Because of its illegal
nature very little is known ebout the migrrtion and this study

is en attempt {40 present & cownrehensive picture oif the nroblem.

Because of the lack of drta on the migrution itself,
torether with the 'woeful deerth of stutisties' and gemerel
inforration for both the Bahamas and Hziti, the swvarch for
vhet woould normally be conaidered backprcund deta becrme n
mapjor part of the research. The results of this serrch are
refdected in the fairly substentisl section: of mencral date
in Ch&ptér 2: "Haiti? Ares of Origin', Chepter 43 'The Bahamis:
Ares of Destinctlert', Hogether with Chapter 5 which tries to

trace 1the history of the migrstion.

The core of the thesis forcuses on the individusl
migront. He is the mein source of the drte or the migretion
and this Jdetin was collected in the course of three surveys
conducted during the summers of 1460, 1970 and 1971. This
dete is anelysed and presemnted in Choepters 3 and 7. Chevnter
3 is concerned with the migrant's wny of life betore he leaves
Haiti. It is assumed thot since the respondents had anlready
migrated they rossessed the ch racteristiecs whieh cruse
individuels to nmigrute, and dets on 4he charscteristiecs of
the resnendents is used teo describe the Hedti:n who iz likely
to miprnte. In addition, decspnite the f:ct tht no resecrrch
wac carried on in Heiti, an attempt is mnde to incdicrite the
changes which hove taken ploce in Haiti, in the NortheVWest,

as & resuvlt of the mizsrostion.

Chopter 7 presents » cuosne study of Hoeitiecns living
in tke Bahomes, in the Courmichuel nrea of New Providence.
The chapter not only annlyses deta on the mnigront household
and the individuel, but alse attemnis to compare the Hoitian
misrent with the lowver=-income Bahuor:iion, pnd to excmine the
interaction between the resvwondents snc t he receiving

/populrtion.



populsrtien, It is found thut the Cirrmichanel Heiliin is
isolvted from the Bahumien popuistion, ond thet interaction
ef the kind which would facilitate mssimilation is limited.
Moreover, it appesrs thsut such ¢ depree of stubility hos
been achieved by the Carmichsel cormunity thiv il membors
feel no meed for such interaction, But ithe siudy =lso
indicates thuet many daitian children are beiung born in
Cormicheel, with legacies of primitive livin;; coaditions,

a lorre degree of unemployment or undereewrleyment, snd
exploit- tion by esxployers. In o decude or two these
children will be eclaiming their righis ns Behomiin citisens,
I{ is time thet the Bahomns Lovernwent Lepins to think
about the fuiure of Lhese mnotentixl cilizens s»nd not
condemn 1o personual destinies oif isol. tion snad relative

derriv-tion,



