UWI Gender Institute calls on Parliamentarians to end
child marriage in T&T
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As the debate on the Miscellaneous Provisions (Marriage) Bill 2016 continues in the Senate, the
IGDS urged Parliamentarians to prioritize the life and livelihood opticns of girls, and protection of
minors, in their contributions and in their support of the Bill.

The IGDS said it advocates for legal and social policy which is grounded in sound
understanding of adolescent sexuality adding that there are inalienable facts by which all sides
of debate must agree upon. It said these include the fact that the current laws of Trinidad &
Tobago allow for the marriage of minors, with no minimum age set; Global commitments
compel us as a nation to defend the rights of all our citizenry and girls are disproportionately
affected by the current laws regarding marriage.

The IGDS stated that the debate on this bill serves as a historic opportunity for law makers in
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