Clyde Harbey

JIn the waords of Exic Gill: “wark is what one daees ta please
cneself, leisure the time one fas to sewe the community.” Jhe
man who stands before ws teday has lved a lfe full of
Leisure by clieying a call to deeper sexvice. From as early as
the impuressionabile pediod of adalescence to the fullness of
matwiity Father Clyde Hawey has stoed fium in his
commitment to sewice. Yes, even as a teenager, when others
may have been wandering aimlessly, this man chese to
Fe entened the Seminary at age 19, completed his
undergraduate degree in pelitics and sacialogy 1ight fere at
The UNWJT then proceeded ta the Louvain, Belgium, to the
oldest Catholic University in the waorld where fie completed
magra cum boude a Masten’s degree in Jheology. Follawing
this he campleted, pastgraduate work in comparative religion
in the UK, and in ethics and comparative religion in the US.
When in 1976 he was erdained a diacesan puiest in the
sewice of the (uchdiocese of Paxt of Spain, mingled among
his vows was the pledge “To make Rnown te Carilibiean
Peaple the laving—tfindness of the Feart of God”. Through
the cammunities which fe has sewed. In 1979, he co-founded
LIFELINE which is a botline for the suicidally depressed.
JIn life mannex, fe fas alse co-founded two FHIV suppont
guoups for thase afflicted with HIV and AIDS. For the




past 20 years he has, thwugh the Mowvis Marshall
Development Foundation, provided educational and
pevsanal development opportunities for peaple in
underprivileged cammunities in East Port of Spain. This
wark has been extended inta suvwounding areas and has led
to newer prajects targetting young men at wisk and assisting
the plight of the fomeless and street-duellens.

Fe may nat have leen born in a manger but everwyday Father
Hawey walls the path of the downtrodden. Fe may nat
have sat at the talile of the Last Supper but at every turn fre
celebnates the Ftoly Eucharist. Fte may not be endowed with
waldly iches yet he gives genenously. Fe may be
empawered enly with worn-eut teals but he continues to work
tivelessly.

Chancellor, when we search the Scuiptures we are tald
“Whescever dath not bear his crass and come after me,
cannot be my disciple”. J contend that a more worthy
disciple than Father Clyde Harwey would be hard te find.

Therefore, J invite you, Chancellor, ta neceive this selfless
sewant of the Lord, this disciple, community woiteer, friend
of the paar, the depressed and dispassessed, whaose wark has
already endawed us with a ich legacy and, by the autharity
vested in you by the Senate and the Cauncil of IThe
University of the West Indies, canfer upan him the degree of
Dactor of Laws, feravis causa.
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