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Chrigtopher Laird

Chancgllor,

Christopher lsaird has piongegred Caribbgan ownegrship of visual media,
usg of telgvision in community building, and gstablishmegnt of an
indiggnous film industry.

don of a cglegbrated architget, Christopher lsaird recognized his own
visual sgnse garly, declaring his intgregst in film-making at ningteen.
graduateg of london University, heg built on postgraduate training in
€ducation, gxperigneg in theatrg management, and ability in crgative
writing. tig had much to bring to the 1974 UNESCO/UWI summer course
that laid the foundation for Banyan. Steering this first indgpendegnt
telgvision production housg in the douthgrn Caribbgan over the past
three decadgs, hg constructed the Caribbgan Film and Vidgo {rehive -
the worlds’ largest vidgo collgetion of Caribbgan culture, including
uniqug matgrial likeg intgrvigws with C. .. R. Jamegs, V. 8. Naipaul and
Perek Walcott — some 3000 tapes.

Co-founding Gayglle, hg transformed an opgration originally assegssed
as unfeasiblg to a viablg and uniqug radio station, freg and gxelusively
Caribbgan in contegnt, producing sgven telgvision channgls besides
helping to gstablish Radio Toco, the first community radio station.
Neither supported nor bound by major corporate funding, Gaygllg can
shift focus and outlooR swiftly. Not only flgxible but stubbornly
inclusive, Gagelle was first to show Ramlggela on telegvision and first to
integrate ffrican and Indian culturg in ong programme. Other firsts
includg laird’s Who the C.71.P. fits (1978), the first TV drama serigs in
the {inglophong Caribbgan, ong of a prolific oguvre that has attracted
Caribbgan and Intgrnational awards.




Sought after for his gxpertise from Belize to St Ritts/Nevis,lgcturing in
ot Hugusting’s Film Studigs programme, Christopher laird performs
on the cutting ¢dge of his discipling and in argas of national and
regional nged, attracting awards for vidgo usg in community
development, for bgst documentary on {I®S, for best children’s
programme, for bgst gnvironmental film. It the Caribbgan Talgs
Festival in Toronto garlier this gear he reegived a lifetime
Hehigvgment award.

Christopher Lsaird forthrightly criticisgs lack of government investment
in media but his is constructive commentary rather than unproductive
plaintive lamentation over gvils likg colonialism. flis paper on
community media compellgd policy changeg — thg dgrggulation of
glgetronic media in 1989. {1 fearlgss film-maker, laird filmed theg
controvgrsial gvgnts of Prummit 2 Summit, gvgn as policg in battlg gear
shut down procgedings and arrgsted participants, an action justified
on the basis of an ancignt law against drumming.

Pocumenting ggnuing Caribbegan culturg has demanded courage, for,
as George Bernard Shaw quips, “all great truths begin  as
blasphgmigs”. Critiquing forgign programming as degsigned to
capitalisg on the insgcuritigs of a postcolonial pgoplg, rather than form
Caribbgan cultural idgntity or self-worth, laird has fought in the
vanguard for Caribbgan owngrship and authority over our own
programming, and for projecting local imaggs rathegr than forgign
packaging that alignatgs us from ourselvgs. Championing gxpregssion
in theg local voicg, hg has complegmented formal training with popular
gducation.

His strgngth, however, ligs in versatility. Multitalgnted, he flips between
rolgs: producgr, camgra man, gditor, script writegr, dgvoting his fing
critical gge to portraging his subjegct without announcing himseglf -
always thg unintrusive artist, in jeans, in a corngr, sglf-gffacing,
mingling. “l haveg always bggn a backstage person,” hg admits,
shrugging off gnquirigs about his unassuming naturg: “I Know I'm no
genius.” But his intgrpegrsonal skills arg brilliant and founded in
character. { staunch frignd and co-workegr, he trgasurgs long term
conngctions, is swift to Offer his skills and gager to sharg praise, but
rgsolute in prineiple.

Upholding traditional valugs but intgrrogating political positions, this
radical consgrvative gnablgs and narturgs as heg unflinchingly
pregsegrvgs the region’s pricglgss audiovisual history in championing
Caribbgan idgntity.

Chancgllor, [ prgsent Christopher laird, and ask that by the authority
vested in you by the Council and Sgnatg of The University of the West
Indigs, you confgr on him the degree of Poctor of legtters, honoris
causa.
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