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OUR OPINION
,.. and each band
should be proud
of their efforts...
BY TONIGHT, or at least by the early

hours of tomorrow morning, the 1983
Panorama champion will be announced and
steeibandsrren, and their fans, will be able to

rest easy at nighis.
For the winner, the weeks of practice

sessions that went into Hie late-hours of the
mornings will now seem worthwhile in retro-
spect, but the 11 steelbands who made it to
the finals, shoulld not be heartbroken if the
top prize does not come their way.

They have given the public over the
competition days a high standard of
musicianship and while ranking is inherent in

competitions the truth is that any of the
11 steelbands on stage tonight is capable of
providing music to raise one's pores.
It is in recognition of this fact that Pan

Trinbago has introduced a more equitable
sharing of the prize-money rather than the
winner take the lump-sum practice that
obtained in the past.

Once again the competitions were packed
to capacity and once again Trinidadians
proudly revelled in the ability that the steel-
taridsmen consistently displayed.

If the norm that has boen established con-
tinues, the likelihood is, however, that the
same thousands who applauded the steel-
bands as they went through their paces in
the Grand Stand will desert the steelbands
en Carnival Mondays and.Tuesdays, leav-
ing them lonely and desolate spectacle as
1hey cross the Savannah stage.
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For ourselves, we would like to congrat-
ulate not only the steeloands. who have rriade
it to the final rounds, but all those steel-
bands wh.ich have laboured long into the
nights to make Carnival '83 a memorable
one,• whatever .else tomorrow and Monday
and Tuesday will bring. . ,


