
Dear Yr. �.br�'hemE, 

P.O. Box ll14 J 

Pe 1, r-u s St ey n. 0 . . S . 
OUth Africr,. 

e/9/61. 

I am wri ing thie ehort letter to you w·th 
o wild hope that ·t will reech you. I know that you �re 
Eomewhere in the wild�rneEs cf the Weet IndieE, but I to not 
k::iow ycur addreEs. I iE cnly through the kindnes:c o:: Ieesrs 
F"ber c::nd Frber th2 it ill reRch ycu. 

The name, .Peter .bn,hc"-mE, tecame known to me 
n 1Y5b while I WAE doing my Junior C!rtiiicste at Yrocnsted 

:E�ntu High Sch 01 .•.... -A. greet thundereriorm 'f:s r.e&ting out 
1 :) u .:!.. y c u t E i c. e . . . . . . . 'l' he • i n v: '"' s ho I l i ng \ i th a mo u r n f u 1 v o i c e 
ana the indow::: v1erE .hietling c: htlul tune vi.h�n 1-e-gan to 
know it .... ,Thif night I coula not itucy my text-looks, .• I 
,as browe 'nt: throuf;h "Drm" l•�&gc..:dne 'hen it sud.cenly 6ri lJed 

my E tent.ion: 'l'e11 }'reeaom� Now, whc.t'E th,::!t, I asked 
myself, 2re .e coming to �et iree om? N"o, I f;l: �rcn6• It 
wa� your e.utobiog1 cph.:, . Ae it wa.f: tr1e conchw . .J.n6 cl11:.;, ter, 
I h�ti t rit to Lrum Pu�lic�t1ont n Jon�nneEtu1 b t �enu 
me do n the pr0 v1ou� cov1es in wn1ch lt � F �reQ, So, I 
iou .. owea one 01 the 0ri .t- 1 in"..; Gnd 1n;,,e.s:•E:;t1nb bt\.ries vr�ich ,as 

to · xax work wonaert later in me. 
Then IOll.cweu. 190? 0 I hb.u ·a��ea. my J .c. e.nct 

�s in .rin.�tric 1. ne. What � yec.r� Jt.y eyei;;, v ere le 0 1n.� • n0 to o en, 
New horiL.,ons .were tee:,in.iln6 to un.!ola. in 1runt i me, There 

we.E no more p1:1rroi:.-wor1<-:, t!ut reascning c.nd. tr1inking •.. ■ An yet 
I could feel it: Tnat gnc;wing •something' wr1ich burned. in me 
wi ,h the im etuoEity and im ntience of -c deluge. Yes, it waf:! 
P �omentery revelation which the wise cell inEipiration ...... . 
The:i ''Wild Conqu 0 st" fPll into my hpnds. I rettled OVE>r it 
like mnd, 'iugh, itE simple !::tyle irr1preeeed me • I reed it 
day end night �c�use I kn�w it weF by my idol. 

t.fter nicely rutting it c.way, that 'eor:1 t .ing' 
w�e working in me. It w�s now surging up End do¼n my �rine with 
e c ,illing coldneH' tret made me shed tears. I wan ed o '2RY 
rome h'ng ab'ut it. I mcde mention of it to my friende rut hey 
eaic. I waE juet a f:entimentalif't who if cuffering from eelf-pity. 
Well, I forgo their curt remark end f't�rted teking it out into 
_aper .... 'l'hen ·n ctoLPr, same yev.r, it happened that I sh ul 
receive � letter 1rom the city: Jch2nnee�urg. I rip ed t-he 
envelope o en ith �hivering anu tremblin6 h·nds. �here it ,a�: 
" Your e to r y , G ho s t c a r , h af: t e e n a c c t e c 0 n a w i l l be pub 1 is h e 
in thi:: next ie.;ue of Zonk." Ec:::tctic lrn rinets overwhelmed 
me and I eilently thanked God. for hEving ut your boo�s in front 
of me for·· ithout them I couldn't have emba.rKed u n t..his 
hard-hitting ro�d that is iull oi �tumbling-bloc�s. 

�ne follol1n� yehr �r te a�oth_r snort 
:: tor,; 11 011 Lhe bri.u.\. Be·.th" h1ch v on me u Paz·,._ r n 
/.were. 1:ma. e1Jurrea. me 1,0 rite n .. ore. I 1,r1en ·:r • t.e rh r� J..uln r 
Etorie� ,1.hich were rcce • tea by liC,ur A1ricc:, 11, &. mE!oa�inc 111r�1ch 
deals • 1 ith chrii::tian tec:ching ...... .but it wasn't a.J.J. a.ovn-hi.J.1, 
There were many rejectione than .:..cce 1 tr�nces • 

.l,et .rrie not bore you, .rvtr. Aori,hruns, with my 
1Pngthy letter • .but you 1 1.1. eee what I am driving it. I run 
not h2mm ring too much on my one-etringed ego-violin ......... . 
In 19n0 I WM: offisri:>d � joo ac: s clerk v,ith the Di:>pprtment of 
.fric"'n Aff,.irF .•.... but the urge t.o write waf: mor':', So, in 
9�1 I lPft t e job and went. over to Joh�nnPeburg to jcin the 

editoriel staff of "The World " neweraper (formerly Thr .1.n1:;tu 
1
, o r 1 d ) • 1Vh en I c Rm ., there , mi e fort u YJ. e wee ju E t 1 or g i ng my 
ete_ i:: ... 'J'hi:re'E: a ter·irle rronster ov�r here C81led Inlux Control. 
"Y this control, an African from e. rur .1 town can·.ot enter into 

a city r.nd work there witricut the neceei-:sry permit .. I was e-rnt 
b3ck to ap ly f r the necesr:ary permit. The anewere came: 
. ermieeion w s not :rronted. S , the Dutch folke ht.d EtJhieved 
their tim of keeping me, of restricting me to my small home-
town. In::teac of loceing cour&.ge, it ap;<::8n I hsve f;&ined 
ver • muct 1rcm their 11 ... etbE-.ck 1• . I hG.\'E now ccm .1leted atout 

,.. ( l�OR� ) • 

;; 
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f i ftPen s hort stor i es. In t he .. e 2tcri es I h v~ tr i ed b y a ll 
means to de p i ct .. fric en life in South Af riu1 ju st as i t is. 
I hope to f o r w~ r~ t he manuec ri p v ~ry soon to re~srs F be r 
8 nd F8 t er . .... . 

!L r. Ab r ah ms, I can te very 1.- Le2-sed i f you 
co u. 1 let me know v.he ther the pa er fo r w., i ch " OU ::.re te .d i to r 

u bl : s hee short stor i e s or not. I ~ould li ke to Fend some o •~ r 
to y u , i t h v • e o_ u l; l i cat i on beCL:.UEe over h ere there is 
no m~rket a t a11 . 

One ether t h i ng , I wou l c li ~ e lo g et ove r 
o 7 nglo.nd pnd study ·ourn~l i em , but l ':l ck oi funo.~ m~~xm;_yc 

makes it just a r eam i n the t~•; i l i bht v orla. t etween ·, ake ul­
ness and sleep. Hu t Goa wi ll hel p me &na. o ne aay, even if it 
may take me t n years , I i l re&cl1 .n;ne;lano. ... . . ... . One r.b.1ng 
sure, I f l nau the me ~ns , I u1 a h bve i on~ le1t t l if coun try 
of ini qu ity , r ;:;.ci &J. a.e ... cr i. , .. i nat i n ano. o •reE..i o n. n c ltel.e 
i even in sleep, even in ureE!lns 1or t bi:, L rue.i..Le 1·. 1 .t1eaever 
I t h L 1k of it , my ey ee ve l..l 1 .' ii..n 1.e ars , but I Ct;u1 1.1.ot c.o i t 
ctherw i r e. I'iJe e:;ot to L ;;.ce it. 

I nave been t r y ing ~o g et you r 11 "SP.LIID 
T N. ~R" bu t unfort un a tely it i s Lanne d over h ere. One d y 
I wt.L l b~ G!O le to ge t an opport u nity of re ading i t . .. . . .. . . 

ivJ r . P. b r ~ n err c: , 1 e t me cut my .l e t t e r s ho rt 
for I □ sure you r d ee k is p i l ee wit h ne ws c op i e s wh i ch you haYe 
to r u n over . 

ree ti ng~ f r om me and my family , 

•. S. I 8ID ~2 ye a r~ of a{; e anc:. nms.rr i ed • 
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Identgv crisis 

SuQlject: Identity crisis 
Date: Ti1e~. ffJ ~far [998" f(J:J8":5'l -0500 

Fron1: Petru- Abrahams <cqvab~~lltgi.com> 
To: oresident(ii~.anc.org.za, 

.a. .. ., .... 

rnailbox:.IC'%7C.1Prillrarn'',4,20Filesm etsc?r.te.f. .. /Sent?id=3:5055E.lK 

Dear President Mandela: My eldest daughter who works and lives in 
Milan I Italy recently contacted S . . Z\. embassy official;;:; there to determine 
her status as the daughter of Peter Abrahams, South African, born in 
Vrededorp 1 Johanne:51bur9 cm March 19, 1919. They :51aid ;:ihe wa:51 entitled to 
citizenship as a person of South African descent. Then they checked and 
found no proof of regi:51tration of the birth of Peter Abrahams, no record 
of his existence . ::io she could not be accepted full stop. Her attempts to 
convince them by ref erring them to m: autobio,;rraphy TELL FREEDCM fell ,- n 
deaf ears and she was turned awa:l with "hostility and suspicion". I turn 
to you as one of the few remaining South Africans of my generation who 
kno'"'I personally that I am real and e>:ist and was born in South Africa, 
to affirm that fact. I would hate to think that my descendants will be 
forever denied the right to South African citizenship by descent because 
there i~ no paper proof of my existence. I suspect there must be others 
in the same predicament. Will you please use your good offices to help 
get pa:51t thi:51 piece of the old bureaucacy, so that any of my des,::::endants 
can, if they choose to, become part of the 'New South Africa'? 

Vdarme-:::t re,;rarct;:;. 
Peter ~.brahams . 

l!..-rri'a1.1 ·,.=:oia.oa1'!ic\:JJarria1ca .com 
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' 1r . Louio 
Vice Chai r­
The ti ,. n 
1730 K. 
W hingt on 
U. S. J . 

. . ' 

13th July, 1961. 

Co i ttee , 

1s I pro i se you I s poke to J ohn 
endrik Clarke in New York bout the 

i de o ,-, ort of br .i n tn.st of _f ric . 
Cl.-:irke ,. 2.s very intere ting Find I g c ve 
h . your dre ~ nd so I expect you 
wo tl d hi e heard f r-o hi m by no v. 

e kno~ of deve op en t s on 
t his co1 e . I t tiink you -.•;i l by no 
, lso hcve received n le t ter from one 
/Vi liF.m C rimbers v.ho is i n rocess of 
pr oduc in c- plriy b,. se on my no el of 
the f rican revolution 11 

'. reAth for 
U m.:o . " I uf;-J"e s e d he r i t e you be-
C AU ;;.)e C bers t e s P13 tha t J1;;fs . Innes-
Brom of' the Amer·· C' An ·- t : nrl The '"" tre 
, n -c dcmy h F be n t..,Tec t ly intereste d 
i n thi ""de t • t • on n . hf' s • rough t it 
to the r· ten t i on of ,,ir . Joseph ..t:., . Sl ter, 
Dep ty s i "'t .n e Se cre t .. r y of Stete for 
Internat·on 1 ~c uc c.: t j on nd CulturPl 
ff i r s • . ~: al o of course bee use I 

tnink Bi .11 Br rn ch ris m Ade m,~&nificen t 
· dapt ticn of book which h · s much t o 
t ell 1 eric 1S cb~u t the c : r en t Jfriccn 
r evolution . I n ny even t you \", ill lrnow 
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wh .t best to o r>n d I sn 11 eve the 
m t ter to your ·udL,f!ILent. 

I 
Reeves 
ivr-1 sps 
you pl 
l i s t o 

run very sorry th t the Fr .nk 
h in . did not work OU t . The 

.r e by no mens be~ten . hill 
nse l e t me h t Te that revi sed 

ppoint:m. n t .s , f the brothers ., 

It · as very good to mee t you . 

Yours sincerely t · 

PA/ul,, Peter . , r h,· s . 
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·Tel: Wantage 95 
ST. KATHARINE'S HOUSE, 

WANTAGE. 

8 ~ 
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Dear Mr. brahams , 

80 , Darfield Rad, 

L ndon, S. E. 4, 

Engl.nd . 

J,.,n. 26 , 1958. 

I supp se you have been w ndering why y u have not received a dispatch from me 

since June f last year. The reas on fr my 1 ng per i d f silence i s that l was 

away in Liberia ll».d Sierra Leone. I r eturned t o this count ry a few days .g , and 

] shall continue to send my rep rts as us~ . 

By the way, if I am n t mistaken, I think P. . is s t ill wwing me for three 

di spat ches ; and I shall be most grat eful i f you will let me have y ur cheque in 

reply. 

The weathe{is rather c ld ver here at t he m ment . ~now has been falling 

since last week. I wish I were h me enjoyin t he warm sunshineo 

eter Abr.iliams , Esq., 

Edit r , ''Public Opini0n11
, 

. o. B x 115, 

ringston, Jarnaj.ca, 

The Wes~ Indieso 

Best f wishes , 

Yours sincerely, 
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............................................ et e r · .... Abr~s~ ... E .. qo ' ·················· .... 
' 

..................... . •. · ............. .. Edi.t ... r 1 ... ~".Public ..... Pi ... • ... n"., .... . 

• B x 115, 

............................. ....... . .............. 1-ing .. t ... n'········· '.?.".~~~.?.~~ 

... ...... . .... . . .............. ....... . ... . .. . ......... '!' ............ est ... .' ...... ies o .. 

................................... ........................ ..... ··············································••1••··-··················· ··········· ··············· 
~ Second fold here ~ 

Sender's name and address : ............... Y. ..... ~9. ......... !'E~~~.1. .......... .................. . 

............... . ............ . . .... ........... . . 80, .. Dar· .. i eld .. 1.oa. .. , ............ . 

L nd n, 

Engl ando 

• Eo 4 , 

AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT CONTAIN ANY 

ENCLOSURE; IF IT DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGED 

OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL. 
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Mr. Peter Abrahams, 
Coyaba, 
Red Hills P. o. 
30th June, 1958. 

flrmanent Secretary, 
Minis~ry of Agriculture & Lands, 
Hope Gu dons. 

D. ar 1r, 

I \7ou ld like to ent er a tender i n t he 

aum of' £50 for the 1952 Land Rover which 

you advertise i n the columns of ' t he Daily 

Gleaner and 1il1ich i s now at the,. D.xperimental 

Farm at Hope. 

Yours sincerel y , 

Peter Abrahams. 

j 
/ 

/ I 

I 
I 
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Dear Peter -

200-05 100th Avenue 
Hollis, L.I., N.Y. 
July 15, 1960 

I really had decided that I would not wrtte to you again, 
for it has finally dawned on me that you are etther a 
terrible correspondent or a terrible friend. And I may 
be preeumptious tn calling you a friend ... But, then, 
three things h ave happened that compel me to write to 
you: First, I want to thank you for the article in Holiday 
and for meottoning my name. I think you did a good job, 
too - and not because you spoke of me. The sedond thing 
is, I finally got hold of THE PATH OF THUNDER and I read 
it and I loved tt. And then I read tt again. I let 
Gertrude MfBrown borrow it, and she read tt, and we had · 
a two hour conversation about tt. The third thing ts, I 
just got hold of WILD CONQUEST and I read t t at one st tttng. 
And I have only good things to say about it. 

Man, you can write. You th r ow the King's English around . 
with a poetic ease that I love. I really think you have 
made a remarkable contribution to literature, Peter. And 
I am proud that I know you. 

The news here is interesting: Helen and I bought a hou_se 
out hete on Long Island. It is lovely. Baldwin wrote an 
article on Harlem for Esquire - a good article, and he 
mentioned something about Riverton being a slum - and the 
Negro papers jumped on him, hand and feet, editorially and 
otherwise. Mayfield wrote an article about the numbers for 
the Nation. John o. Kl llens made a play out of a section of 
his novel, Youngblood, and it's optioned for Broadway. ···And 
I am pleased to repeat what you already know. It looks like 
"Udomo" ts going to Broadway, and I'm happy for you and 
Blll Branch. I like that script, novel and play. 

As for me, I'm on my bread-and-butter job, handling a weekly 
radio program, writing tt, producing tt, and cursing because 
I'm not doing more serious work. That terrible play you have, 
STAR OF THE MORNING, has gone through its 29th rewrite and 
it's been changed considerably. Now, tt, too, has been 
optioned for Broadway and Cab Calloway has agreed to appear 
in it. So we shall wee what we shall see. 

A letter from Nadine tells terrible truths about your beloved 
country - truths that you already know. But, lt won't be 
like this alwaya. - She and Reinhold are well, under the 
ctrc\).mstanoea. 

Our love to you and your Daphne and ch i. ldren. The 
beautiful Helen ts still beautiful. We speak of you often 
and wish you could vlstt again. 

Peter, we send all of you our very best wishes and our 
every prayer. 

f P, ~ ~ l 
~ fYl~. I* 
½~~ 
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c/o. P . O. Box 25 , 
rr1n UYU . 

Lear ~ro hbrahams , 

r. OVi are you. 

l anganyika. 
::: . Africa. 

4th r..ay , 1960. 

I cant understand hov, I c an 
explain you , to let you J:.now how 
glad I am here in Tanr;anyika to 
obtain your rddress, after a long 
time of search for same from all 
nevspapeEs of South Africao 

Here in Tansanyika things are 
going on c., lrieht , the only thing 
we are fi sh ting at present is only 
our freedom to govern ourcelves . 

I ar.1 very e;aad to inforn you that , 
I am at presenting enjoying your 
"tell freedom" which is your 
autobio:rrsphy . Surely this is a 
very touching one . By now am at 
·'cape tovm. 11 when you --, ent there 
for v.'ork . I am very sorry of the 
U:3urning i eat 11 at the mb.rl1:.et , 
and I anpreciate your life at 
"the ....,an.tu Social Centre 11 o 

Although I told you that I Gm 
eDjoying your autobiocraphy , but 

as you may kn.or.1 that I am re el ing 
t:i.1is fr om a nev1spa-9er publ i shed here 
weel{ly and if i.t happens to i;µ ss one 
11reeks issue, t 1e wli ole sweet story 
is confused. In this case ~ill you 
please do your best to let me a 
complete copy of this booJ~ of "T: JL 

:':i'"C?.::. r; - "" o that I may enjoy it r".ore 
nicely than I do now . 
,\lso ..-, ill ;you ;ilease let me have the 
follo·\linc boclrn , please take it 
from me t~at I am re2dy to pay aly 
amoPnt of money for them: -

( a) The c; ouls of black folk . 
the book you enjoyed at the nuntu 
Soci~J Cent:teo 

(b) I speak of Africa. 
tbe 001r ~;ou hsd been given at the 
secondary s ohoolo 

~oreover I am f l ad to inform 
yo11 that I am a young african boy 
of 82 years, interested v ery much 
in poJitics and for the freedom of 
people i.n the wor l d, in this case 
will you please let me have any poljticn 
papers or pamph ets published in ciamaica, 
or e lse where , i.-1hich you can r aJrn 
in touch with t hem and I shall be 
very ['lad to pay for them at any rat eo 

I pressurie that there in J amaica, 
you are running your own journali sm , 1 ork , 
if this is true, may I have any papers 
you publj_sh or any outstE,ncling book of 
its o,r,,r: n:eri t which you wrote, for which 
I am ready to pay for same . 

: r . F eter I an very glad to r.1ri te 
this let· eI' to you , and stronr.·ly hope 
that one day I shall see you personally 

/. 
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before \re appros,ch death , as I 
ru:1 very anxious to meet rii th such 
:p eople in the world . 

Your auto"biogr aphy is as nine , 
my father died uhen I was seven , 
I received i y educ a ti on in 
0ifficulties , and I had to l eave 
school to find work to look after 
my mother , out although at present 
I run •,vorking as a 1 ypi st , out I try 
to lrnep money for my mother as I 
strongly believe that one day I shall 
leave her a.nd I shall see the part 
if not all , of the r1orl and r1eet 
p·e Jbplc a s my Peter ,"bra.hams. 

~ have a lot to ,vrite to you , 
but let me hear from you first . 

Cordially Yours . • 

SI MON MKONGEWA ., 

--="'1l 
BY AIR MAIL 

PAR AVION 
• "' • , " < ,~ • ' 

AEROGRAMME 

I r . F'l!iT:CR ABRAHAJ.;~$ 

COYABP., 

.. ········· R~P. . t=I.L.:L.?., 

. .P ~9 • .... srr. A~T-P1:t~rr , .... 

<-- - - :::iecun d fold her t> --~· 

Sender's name and adrlrcss: ..... ··" ...... .............. . 

AN AEROGRAMME MAY ONLY BE 
SENT AT THE AEROGRAMME 

POSTAGE RATES IF IT CONTAINS 
NO ENCLOSURE t . I 

-,, 
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.d11u. Cn'l.ico .d11olna'l. 

339 111'. L @'l.t:-L dhut 

C.omj1ton, ..3 Calif o'l.nia 

A ~ nc... \... 4'. ~s. - ~,;b::;fj:.r ~ ~ --~ -a--, ---

~ ~.~ ~~~,~- ~ 

.1' 

~+ ~ ~ A~, I I w f--~~. 

-p ~ JI...{ --r :Ai ~ . _fa..,v'\... ....__ ,\. ~ ~ 

.r~ ~ i.r- ~ ~ ~c-d: ~ J 

~~, T ~ ~ ~ ~ - .-'1-v-~ .._ -.. 

-z.. C.--. ~ ~ --f-'v::,,.r 
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r : ,. o. 8ox 799l. 
NA/ltOII, 

P . 0 . BOX 30 4 71 

607 CHURGR. HOUSE 
/ 

GOVE,RNMENT ROAD 
,,.~·/ 
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17th Sept. 1959. 

• C0.rol r orin, 
li ·11 h Shop , 

Ki n.; 3troot, 
Ki oton. 

D r . t.1ori n , 

,.d .., :a v.nct ·tells r.1 t • t 
she hes b n in touch rd t 1 you , th. t 
you h·1.vo ood o ch c; t he t.izeu of 
+-he ohi rtL ..ihc o iwht fro you . I 
ro n the h , md th and snould b very 
c;;2r t ful i you woul repl .co tho Ji h 
1 " nee '~ oi zca . 

Your.., oinco::r ly, 

A:e 
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March 9th , l959 

. • Ifiurph y . 
I n, criul Opt i ca l (WI )Ltd., 
Up.:,tai r ., Cana dian Bank of Commerce 
IIo.r bour St r oo t 
rL -v::-iTON - -------

1Jeo.r r~ . . Murphy : 

You r ill r ecall t hat I s av, you on 
S- turday and or dered a patr of l a s s e s . 
You wi l l a l s o r eca l l that we ch os ed a certa in 
s i ze r i m f or t he l 0n sc • T i o 'J s n r i m 
s lic h t ly omaller t han the on e I n ow 
usi ng . 

Th is i s to reque t · ha t you bi ve me 
the s 1e size rim as 1 y ol g l c.ose s ; in 
ot he r words GJ._ 1.z· b i ' e than t h e one n ow 
on or der . 

s i ncer el y 

Pe t e r Abr hams 
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liell o' T he re, 

~ G n M:. iowo AK r ong-Ns bi 
'l1he .AdJisEllU:i s Ne'l~S Agtc n cy 

.P.O.Bo:x 14)8 .Ac cre, 
sept. 13 ' 5) 

pet er J..br1:-1h8lns srta you dtJed 
or eli ve 'r .Whe t h l'-i s C8Us ~ such en 8ill. bf,r r e s ~n e, 

sil ence on .;' our ps r t fo r so lon6 '? WW' he ve 
hsp ~iened t o ell ou r p l flil S''? ,'\ell, t here ere 
oO _ 8IlY questi o 1s 1 wBnt LO t. now e 1 hear ebcu t 
1311 et unce t c; t°"t ci l r1e v e t o s t up 80me ;.; he re 
ber' o re e xheust i nb'!,ou t of r yµ l,1i• 6 • 

You hr, ve t o let , e he13r Lhe t ime the PeD er 
I ware t o be t he Gold ~osst ( the New Ghenfl) 

.As I hGVe s Fid I wi ll ' st op C~ r e -
the t ime - b::: ing, n ot knowinb wh et he r y ou 
8 N still in Lon don o r he ve t r a v elled. 

so long then ti 11, 

A wo r d f ran .You r eF< c h es 

Yours lfl:li thfully, 

~ di t o r, m 8k e s i t s dtJ bu l I f' p 1 flll s e re no t ye t 
fi r18l ised, tllen s r n ;nge fo r flilY oth .; r µ ep e r 3/~ 
t o be rep res :J n 1.e d here by Jou r o ,:vn rNs bi. \_J~ Dy-~ IAM,cL 

1hc n 1;,rc: ,you r l ef, Vin g f' o r your '/\,e st Indian 
d e te- cullectin6 tou r ·. Nhen y ou f 0 0 "ihar e do 
m.c e t s ane o f trH:l p u b l i she rs the r e fllld t e 11 
of my r cu diness to gi~!Q: them. rep o r Ls f rcm here 
es thei r rep resent E1 tive • .As .YOU kno w, t:J eete r, 
l t 1s ve ry irn ) o rtent th~, t only t rue e nd 
sccurt ta re p o rt_s of hflppen.,_n 6 s £-1"'tHi hers:: r el:lc h 
the ou t sidt:J wc, rld; so you will under .s tand my 
enxi e ~ cy t o under t eke su ch fl work in the i n:t t.JI''(2~t 
or' ou r d .... 8r RunE,scent A ·ri C8' 

Peter , thure l:lr ::: lots of thin g s 13 nd i nfo nn.fl t ion 
1 wi 11 like t o 11rih..a y cu s bou t, bu t I em not 
sure iihethe r y cu e rtJ in ~blend o r gone elrefld.Y t o 
t h.a ves ' Indi es , so Iwill wE<it until ..1_ I heve 
he f:l rd f r an s our end, b efo r e put tinf:, 9ll on pa pe r. 
_· -~i ~ce ?~ §;innin 6 of. t hi s ye1:1 r ~edite~ the ~Ghen13 

Ne t 1 onalls t' s de1ly o -,vned by BB r ns t e r 6.Q. 
QbetscbL, Lem;;:i t tly , Populerly celled '1ibert.Y' 
Lam.p tey . Ee S (;;, muc.:h worried ma t o 1w rit e on hi s 
pflper t nat I Wl:l s forced t o leeve the . Agency 

.,. i:'o r ellt nis long period . No w I em. 01;1ck e 6 ein ivith 
.A,dj 1 s ern i n the running of tht:J .Agd ncy. I v e ce t'ed 

...- : 0 • fdi. toriel c hi;ir on thcl first o .t' thisw.onth. 
r ·•lf,ill, . ~ nd .,ou ~ ell co f:}ies 0 1' thet ps,er unctt: r 
;r; y c;l di t u r .s l ll. ;;.i •• i f J OU • [l N i te r ;.; S te d. 
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AIR LETTER 
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14th July , 195 • 

Mr . H., A. Nation , 
c/ o V s s c 's Har dware 
136 E Or ange St. , 
KINGS 0 

Dear Mr. Nation 

Thi s i s t o con f irm my or er -ro you to bu_ld f'or me 
a set of' fi xtures ~hich are: 

(1) Thee s e t s or panel l i ~gs f or i l lar s you h ve 
th easurement s . 

( 2 ) Th ee shel v s extend ' ng f'rom the t hr e i llar s 
a ccording t o the di agram. 

( 3 ) wo bench st f it i n t o t h e wal ls und the 
w· nd ·rn be ;;.ween the t hr e sets of' nel l ng 

I t i s unders t ood ht I i l l ay you t h um of £40 
on compl et i on o · hejob o my s ati s f'aati on. I t i s f'urther 
under stoo th t you i l l se [ ogany \~ d f'or he b nc e 
and t he shel veo ly Wood ·o r t he ~ It is further 
under tood tha t t hi s wi l l be sone • t ~ i of' t he bet 
qual ity. Without be i ng under ny ob l a t i to do so I 
will at my di cret i on make such adv ' ce a s sh 11 s om 
reasonable t o me i you nee d i t and t e t age of' t h e wor k 

u 0 ests tha I shoul e . 

On my p"rt I bi nd mys e l to 8c t t l e •i th you i · ul l 
as soo~ as t e j ob is sat sfac t oril y c om_ l e d . On your 
par t yo 1 un ert ool t o d e l iv r t e ·o in n ot mov t h _ t ro 
w ek tim . We r e t a i s l ter on t i tut cs a b i n di g 
con t r ct on both s • des d t h p br s i t s· .a· 
render 1im l f' libel . 

Yo s ic el y , 

P t er Abr h s 
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4th Ja ua y 963 

Mr . Peter Abrahams : 

(J anuary 9) a 
and he m 

R dh 

forwa d to sPe n~ you ne We ne~aay 
o~~e Wel are Centre (near Irvine Hal 

a q.30 a .,m. 

ersona regar •... 

R P 

ta f 
le for 

o i ica duca ion . 
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Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba House 
Red Hills 
st. Andrew, Jamaica 

Dear Peter: 

106 Morniagside Drive 
New York 27, New York 
September 10, 1960 

Thoughts of our conversation still linger since my return from your 
beautiful island. As a matter of fact, I keep hearing your comments 
related to the question: "Am I my brother's keeper?" I think you 
are quite right concerning the United States' responsibility in 
world affairs. I may just end up voting for Kennedy. 

I so enjoyed meeting you and your wonderful family. The brief time 
I spent on your magnificient hill was a highlight iri my Jamaican 
trip. Nothing else quite measured up to this experience. Thank 
you very much for having me as your guest. 

I feel very guilty about bring Noni's plastic bag with me. Tell 
her that I have plans to get her a series of plastic bags before 
long! 

Please call ae or send me a note in advance concerning your next 
trip to the United States. I shall be most happy to look forward to 
another visit with you and your family. 

p 

?s, ao,, ~ ~ j 
~ (/J fw 

tJZ~ ·· 
cl!f,,--i/~ ~ -~···a~ ~t/ 

erely, 

eanne L. Noble 
National President 
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• '6 MAIN !::lTREET JOHANNESBURG 
• ~ L.F.GRAMS: "DRUMBEATS" 

TELEPHONE Nos. 22-0771/4 

\ . 

October 31, 1956 

Dear_t teter, 

I was preparing to e:o off on lonfl: leave when your lAtter came about 
Bill v1orthy. And as you know 1 am now News Lditor of GOLDEN ClTY POST _, Jim's 
new weekly tabloid, which takes some producing and keeps me lagging behind . 
with my correspondence. l hope by now that Bill has told you ~bout his tro~les 
whilP. he was in South Africa. They wouldn't grant him a visa~ so we only got 
a s far as chatting over the te l ephone when he landed at the airport and hP. Wa 8 

whisked away to i"retoria before I was lblP. to meet him in person. They held him 
there un t i l t he next plane arrived to t ake h im to Rhodesia, from where he saw 
hi s l as t way out of the country. The cable advising me of his coming from the 
Bol ·ia:a Cen izo r eached me 20 minute s after he 1d arrived. ',Vhi.ch ma o.e tl iinr,s even 
n orse. 

I don I t suppose you know that I had a bad nP.rvous breakdown e i ght 'Ne e ks 
after we started POST last year. So t his time I am taking no chance s. J am on 
six r.i.c nths holiday as from !:,he beginninp of October. I am combining t his holida 
with p r eparing a manuscrip t for Knopf I a, in the States, . which they had asked mP. 
to do nearly t wo years a go. 1 have written to thAm to find out if their plans 
still stand and hopA they'll accept the manuscript. Pity you are so far away 
to heµ:p IDA prepare the damn thing. It's a sort of an autobiography. All the sam< 
l '11 look forw ard to your tellinp me what makes a selling autobiography .Remember 
I am a novice in this book writing gamA, but quite keen to adopt rey-self to its 
technique from no-w on. 1 like working for Jim, as ·you know, but 1 feel it I s 'vimA 
l started thinkin g in terms of rey- future independence. ,1hile at t hat, I may s ay 
here that if any overseas paper wants anything from the Union and the R.hodE.sias, 
l am on tap for the next five months or lonr.:er, if the experiment succeeds . 

.1.n case you've not a!ready heard of it 01ir clear friend and collear,') P., herbett 
Dhlomo, died of heart failure last Tues day. He was buried on Sunday, CJctobl.:r 28. 
I was out of town when it happened, so 1 was unable to attend t he funeral. ~o 
shoul9- you ·wish to contact the family, R.R.R.Dhlomo's address is C/0 11llanga,: 11 

120 . Ur.mgeni Road, Durban. 

Do i;1rite me a long letter and tell me what your U.S.-Caribbean jo ,,, 
pJ;ans are all about. I have stuck in the mud lon P.: enough; no wonder I a, 
am:ious about wider horizons . 

Best of wi shes to you and your family, in which Florence joins me , 

f etAr Abrahams, isq 
37 J essel Drive , 
Loue:hton.Essex,~ngland. 

Sincerely yours 

~~ 
My home a ddress is: 8566, Orlando Nestr 

Johannesburg. 
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-4 R Aut o n AIR iTIRIL 

Mr •• eter 

I' 

AS ENIGIETS INGESLUIT WORD. SAL HIERDIE • 
BRIEF PER GEWONE POS GESTUUR WORD 

IF ANYTHING IS ENCLOSED. THIS LETTER • 
Will BE SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL 

NAAM EN ADRES VAN AFSENDER 

SENDER'S NAME AND ADDRESS 

176, Main Street 
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Mr. PetPr Abrahams, 
c/o. The "Observer," 
22 Tudor Str., 
LONDON, E.C.4. 

D.ear Sir, 

Jacob Obaseki, 
P.O. Box 64, 

Benin~Ci ty. 
_ Nigeria. 

6th December, 1956. 

I was happy to get your address at last, from 
Drums of South~Africa. ~ 

r first read--o~ you from last-YP~r•s July issue 
of the Drums and ever since, I have been chased up ') and 
down by your imagination. . _ .... 

--rt is-my life's ambition to make friends with-you, 
to-be guidP- by you td rea~h ~ ambition, i.e. t~ be a -
gr,,,at writer. At the momPnt, I work as a Cttshier,--u.nder 
a -local Sawmill) and there is hardly sufficient time for 
me to study._ _ ~ .... _ 

- I wondPr if you ~outd h 0 lp me, and make available 
to mp your gr,,,at knowlodge. 

Your Parly reply would be appreciatPd. 

I am, 

Your~ J ai thfully, 
\ !~ . • lf ~ 'L 
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The Gener 1 Editor , 
Oxf ord University Pres L, 
Amen House , 
Wr1r wick Squ re, 
London E. C. 4, 
ENGL /IND. 

Deer S • , 

24th J enuary , 1961. 

Under sep rte cover I m tod y s n ding you 
e m uscrip t by mr . ?fiortimer Bartholomew .Burge s s . 
Prom t he biogr phic 1 note tte che d to the 
m muscript you will see th t • Burgess i s not 

young m n; you will lso s e e th the is a men 
l e ned in Theolo y . 

Mr . Burge s c Ame to me sometime to r d the 
mi ddle of 1 s t ye rand a s ke d me whether I , s 

ome one who h publishe d sever 1 bo ok , c ould 
help t o bring his mm1uscrip t to t he , t tention 
of q publisher . L~t er , he expr e s sed his trong 
desire th, t the Oxford University Press be 

p ,>ro< ched. 

s you may know I am simple ffoveli s t d 
t hoology i s f er out of my r e , ch, so I min no 
position to ex:9r ess y view on Mr . Burgess' 
m uscript . I do feel however , th, tit would 
be wonderful gesture to a v ery fine nd mos t 
intellectuEi lly stimu l e ting old gentlem,- n if you 
would be good enough to re , d his mnnuscrip t d 
let him h ve your re ct~on to it. 

Yours sincerely, 

BR.AHA.MS . 
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6th March ,1962. 

Mr . Charles H. Perkins , 
,- essrs Sin cl ir & Perkins, 

Solicitors, 
55A. Duke Street, 
Kingston. 

De r Sir, 

This is to acknowledge receipt 
of your cheque in the sum of Eleven 
Pounds, Sixteen Shillings , and Threepence 
(£11 . 16 . 3. ), in settlement of my case 

BPinst Peter Cooper , and to thank you 
for both the cheque nd t he extremely 
competent and helpful manner in which 
you h~ndled the ata.i r . 

Yours sincer ely , 

PA/mph Peter Abr Phams 
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SINCLAIR & PERKINS 
SOLICITORS 

A L ER FO BES SINCLAI R 

CHAS. H. GRAHAM ,.-PERKINS 
,..,✓ 

TELEPHONE$ 4258 & 4278 

' r . Peter Abrahams , 
164 , Harbour tre e t , 
Kingston . 

Dear ir , 

1st I(a rc h , 1962 . 

Re : You v s Peter Cooper 

We have today received the proce e Js of the Jud gme:r t awerde,., 
herein enr w h ve much pl easure n orward ng our che.ue n the 
sum of t11 . 16 . 3 in settlement . 

Please be [OOd enough to ac kno~ l ed e rece pt in due course . 

ours f ai tbfully , 

CHGP/?jm 
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SINCLAIR & PERKINS 
SOLICITORS 

WALTER FORBES SINCLAIR 
CHAS. H. GRAHAM PERKINS 

TELEPHONES 4258 & 4278 

J ·r . Peter AbrBhams , 
164 1~arbcur Street , 
Kinfston . 

Dear :ir , 

.f'Sa 9°a£e ~eet 

~?.JU>~ 

;/ama'f;ca, "fl/ f 

27th 3eptember , 19 1 . 

Re : Ycur case v ~ eter Cooper 

P ease be advise thet we have corrmet 1 ced proce edinps on your 
beha lf ~eainst r•r . Peter .ooper in the r.:. . • . .,ourt '{ nrston, 8ivi.l 
::)'vision to reccver emsres fnr nep ifence P,,,isirifc c11t of en 
accident on t~e 11th of Purust 19_1 . 

'I'he matter bas been set dcw,r for t,..,e "1etilrri ;ay o~ .r•e 2J st 
J\Tovember , on which day a date for tr:'..al vv Jl be <'ixed . ··e wn l 
a.v ise yo1 ccordincly . 

Your faithfully , 

C IrP/jm/ 
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Mr. Ch rles H. Gr~ham Perkins, 
Messrs Sinclair & Perkins, 
Solicitors, 
55A Duke Street, 
Kingston. 

De r r . Perkins,. 

24th Janu ry,1962 

Following on the case you h ve conducted for me 
on behalf of my wife, I am now informing you of the 
following feta: 

l) On the evening of Janu ry 23rd , 1962 a const ble 
George Cochrrue, No . 2181 served two summonses on 
her at our residence in Red Hills 1, ch rging 
her with careless driving , nd t he other with 
not renewing her Driver ' s Licence . 

2) On the morning of January 24th, 1962 , police 
ConstBble - Jennings of the Half-W y- Tree 
st tion - No .746, c lled on my wife to inspect 
her driving licence . I sked him to sho me 
his uthority and he showe d me minute of which 
Im de copy in his pre ence . Following is a 
reproduction of the minute: 

Sub Officer in ch rge, Tr ffic, 

TrRffic Investig tion BrPnch, 
Centr 1 Police t Ation, 
19/12/61 

Kindly c use the police in the are concerned 
to cont ct D phne Abr hams of Red Hills nd inspect her 
driver • s licence . Particulars should be noted d 
forwArded (A) s y if same wns v -lid on the 11th August, 
1961. Licence number 81403 w noted by the const ble 
who visited the scene of an ccident involving Abr h 
on ll/8/61 . But a check t the tax office disclosed 
th t licence No. 81403 wRs issued to one Lorrimer . 
Expedite ple se. 
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From the minute you will note th t the const ble 
who laid the charge of carless driving agains t my wife did 
not even make an accur te note of her Licence number , and 
~t seems to me th t if he is as unreliable on this , small 
but important point he might well be as unreliable on other 
poin ts. Licen ce No . 81403 is not my wife's number , the number 
of her lic€nce which she showed to con stable Jennings is,81405 . 

You may also recall th t when I spoke to you concern­
ing my wife's case ag inst Peter Cooper I informed you that 
I saw t he constable concerned less than an hour af t er the 
accident , and asked him in the presence of my wife why he had 
seemed reluctant to come over t o investiga te the accident until 
she crossed the street to call him over . He told me then that 
he himself h d not really seen the accident . 

On the charge of not having renewed her driver ' s 
licence , my wife wes defini tely at fault . The date the renewal 
of licence W8 S due was . I think , the 9th August , 1961. The 
accident occured on the 11th August ,1961 , and so two (2 ) days 
had elapsed. Thi s was no more than an oversight on her part , 
but by law she was a fault. 

__ Both summcmses a.re returnable on Monday 5th. February, 
1962 , at 9-i-Jo· a·.m. at 9 South Camp Road . Since · her ·first case 
is not yet settled, you would know best wh t advice to give , 
and what action tot ke . In any event I should be grateful if 
you would se e her through t his second aspect of t he case, be­
cause I am sure she cannot cope on her own . 

Yours sincerely , 

Peter Abrahams 
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-yni mi Btr e · s . 
Y ur s si:r Ce.("'e ly 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



YA 6-0890 D IJSENT A QUARTERLY OF SOCIALIST OPINION 509 Fifth Ave,. New York 17, N. Y. 

July 24, 19.56 

Dear Peter Abrahams : 

I a.iµ happy to finally be able to send you a copy of our special 
issue onAfrica including your interview. 

I would be very pleased to know what you think of the issue and 
also to receive any ideas you may have about circulating the magazine . 
As I said before we are always ready to put names on our complimentary 
list should you send them to us . 

Best wishes, 
Sincerely , 

encl . 31~!~~ UWI L
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Mr. Prenderg st. 
Skidde Linli ted ,, 
Hrirbour Street, 
King ton . 

8th June , 1962 . 

ear ro Prendergast , 

Your che f - m ster v s a gre t 
succes us ann iversary present. 

Vould you kin dly 1 t me hnve the 
liguidiser to go with it by besrer 
nd opl i ge 

Yours sincerely, 

Peter brehams. 
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