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INTRODUCTION.

The fungus disesses affecting cover crops is e subject to which
little attention has hitherto been paid, at any rete in the West Indies.

In his book "Fungi & Diseese in Plents", E.J, Butler gives an account of
several of the Indidn cover orops, some of which are grown throughout the
tfoyics. Apart from this book, references to cover crop diseeses ers cons-
fined to isolated papers published by Agricultural Stations ete,s or to a few
lines in general textbooks on plant diseases.

Although certein diseases may accompeny e crop wherever it occurs,
others may be confined to a relatively small locality, due either to the
disesses originating in this area, or to the conditions necessary for infec -
tioﬁ being more favourable then in other couktries,

Concerning the cover crops in use in Trinidad, no regular study of
their diseases has yet heen made, By growing the principal crops under obser=
vation, however, a few years should be sufficient to discovaf the orgemisms
or LOUditions causing the more importent diseases, and to indicate any possible
means of control,

The chief cover and green menure crops grown in the island ere:=

Stizolobium sbterrfmum. Benganl or Velwet Been,

Cenavalia ensiformis, : Sword. Bean.

Cajenus indicus. Pigeon Pea, (chiefly var, bicolor).
Crotalarie junces. Sunn Hemp.,

Teghrosia SPPe
Phaseolus mungo. TWoolly Pyrol.
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The first four of these, together with Vigna catjeng, have been

studied dueing the pest eight monthe., Bengal beans, which efe used especially
on the larger estates, form an excellent cover crop and a catbtle~food,

Crotalaria juncea has been introduced only recently, and as a cover crop it

is very quick growing. Cejanus iadicus 1is used for green manure, for a cover

\'orop,‘for producing shade for young cocoa trees etc., and the seed are eaten

s & vegetsble, Cenevalia ensiformis is grown for green manure end #o ppqdu




_cover, especially under cocoa and coconut trees. Wigna catjang forms &

good cover crop, and a green manure crop, and the pods sre used for human
consumption.

For the purpose of cerrying out observabions on these crops, they
were grown in a field on the Imperiesl College of Tropical Agriculture farm.
In the first instencetlie percentege germination of the seeds sowm wes estimated,
comparing the fieid results with those obtained in the laboretory. However,
owing ¥ the poor natureand extreme variability of the soil in the field, end
the bad quality of the seed used, the results obtained were of no great signiem
ficance. As the crops developed, observations were made on the different
diseases as they occurred, and thoee found were investigated as far as their
importence seemed to warrent, and as time allowed. Certein suggestions hav8
also been made as to further lines of enquiry, which might be followed up

next sepson.




