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ABSTRACT 

Twenty- two weaner  producing uni ts  in  St .  George 

and Caroni  count ies  in  North Trinidad provided the data  

on which th is  survey is  based.  

Though not  a  t rue random sample these farmers  present  

a  fa ir  cross  sect ion of  pig breeding methods used in  the 

area.  

Information was gathered by means of  schedules  compiled 

on the farms through direct  observat ion and in  consul ta t ion 

with the farmer.  

Some s ixty specif ic  points  were examined covering 

the major  technical  aspects  of  p ig weaner  product ion.  

The survey provides  general  information on the farmers,  

their  holdings and the numbers  and typos of  s tock compris ing 

the units .  

Breeding pol icy,  management  methods,  feeding systems,  

heal th ,  piglet  mortal i ty  and bui ldings were examined.  

Sow and l i t ter  records and mean p iglet  weights  a t  

var ious ages up to  weaning were col lected .  

The f indings were tabulated and are  d iscussed in  the 

report ,  with reference to  appropriate  l i terature.  



' •^he main points  emerging from th is  examinat ion were 

that :  ( i )  numbers  born and reared compared wel l  with 

average resul ts  in  temperate  countr ies ;  

( i i )  that  pigle t  mortal i ty  was on average surpr is ingly 

low; 

( i i i )  that  ra tes  of  gain and piglet  weights  to  three weeks 

and weaning were wel l  below temperate  s tandards .  

The fac tors  affect ing these resul ts  are  discussed.  

I t  i s  concluded that  though the improvement  of  

breeding s tock has  received much deserved at tent ion from 

bv th  Government  and breeders,  act ion is  now required to  

improve environment  and techniques in  order  to  make fu l l  

use of  th is  improved s tock.  


