Gordon: We must go forward with a policy of pan as cenire-piece
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of tourism thrust

THE FACT that my Mi-
nistry has beeninvolved in
the launching of Pan Is
Beautiful 5 is a commen-
tary on the new and ag-
gressive approach to
marketing an outward
looking Trinidad and To-
bago.

These festivals had
been seen previously only
in terms of their cultural
contribution so that when I
received the invitation to
address you this morning,
I made it a point to clarify
with the Minister of Cul-
ture and with Pan Trinba-
go's President, the role
which was expected of
me,

Naturally I was de-
lighted when 1 was in-
formed that, uniike, previ-
ous festivals, this one will
be a World Festival.

If 1 may quote the relev-
ant extract of the letter
from Pan Trinbago's
President.

Numerous
Requests

“This year because of
nUMerous requests re-
ceived from foreign-based
steelbands, it was declded
to ilxpandaurpresent fes-
tival programme to en-
compass these orche-
stras.

Having this interna-
tional flavour, we are posi-
tive that the world be
ints in the grand
evgnntd"huw right

you are
Mr Smith. Not only in your
conviction that we can at-
tract worldwide attention

k

Ataken for
i until the next

so it has been with
_the Cal and the crea-
tl\m:y valandeven

private Ta

stamp we have pl

Tobago for wl;‘en personal
enjo t, Wi its na-
:umf'“m beauty and attrac-
tions should have been
long before developed to
contribute to the revenues
of the nation and the trans-
formation of the economy.

Special Pride

So will understand,
Mr Chairm !Why_ltake

sociaty \lmth_ v
from the steelband move-
. ment.

We must leave

PAN FESTIVAL WILL B
MARKETED TO THE WO

worid to share it with us.

. This signal of positive
supportandacnvepamm-
-pation in the

movement is but another

meagure of the mobilisa:

tion which is now slowly

but irresistibly taking
place around us

It is place in.our

and in
par&ctnn.r with our small
garment mauuﬁacmmrs,

_wmhngphce

“help groups, it lst?e-
ginning in our cooperative
movement and now the in-
ternational flavour of the
event we are gathered to
launch today tells me ginéﬁ

(it is also

the steell movement.
Some of us will recall
thattlnseve;:;shadgfg‘e-
ginnings in 1951 wi e
successful performances
of the 'I‘nmdad Aréthteel
t(TASPO)wn&ﬂleﬁrsEm«
tional participation
Trinidad and Tobagoin
?hyeFesuvaloantmn

success that the Trinidad
Music  Association in-
cluded steelband soloists
and sgteel orchestras in
their Music Festival Com-

seventies, the steelbaml
movement with its vigour
and experimentation
under Pan bn%o
raemerged with “Pan
Beautiful” in 1980.
Creative Journey
So that the creative
to Pan is Beauti-
ﬂ Five must be regarded
as a legacy and it falls to
each one of us to ensure
that it succeeds as it con-
tinues its journey.

As much as we compli-
ment Pan Trinbago and
its associates, the Royal
Bank, in its a tering
of ﬂuspmdafa , this festival

itutional or
corporate boundaries.

It readily became a na-
tional event and now we
must make it into the in-
temauonal event it de-
serves to

To that end 1 wouldlike
to to the orga:us—
ers that' we ‘explore with

nents and North America,
arrangements for trans-
mitting at least the finals
of this event via satellite
whereverﬂus is possible.

you imagine what it
would dotorthesneel

©su
It was followmg that

" the stadium

Ih,avebeenasmn'edby

the General
TEXTELﬂmttIItstaJ-

possible from a
tech};mal t of view and
thatthema;orhurdlemll
be the commercial ar-

rangements.
Every Assistance

Further, he has pledged
to give every possible as-

- gistance. Likewise, I have

nussmnersm
te}erepmentamm

to relevant people in
which

they have been accre-

dited.

Undoubtedly, there will
be much fine tuning to do
for such a project to be

ccessfully undertaken.

clear appreciation of the

heights to

w}uch um risen and

range

and the attractiveness of

the music which is pro-
duced at our festival.

But whether or not we
succeed on this occasion,
that is the way to go.

We must now aggres-
sively plan on
pan to the world and as we
ot 25,

oudly plansto
make it a thriving indus-

try.

The ob]ecuve should be
not only to captivate
music lovers but to pro-

-duce pan for export to the
- capitals of the world.

Being Developed.

I have personally heard
a Master of Ceremonies
introduce Jamaica as the
home of the steelband on
the north coast of that is-
land during a steelband
performance to an inter-
national body of news-

o Tt st

'banttsm'enowbantﬁ
loped in Sweden, Un-

ited States and of course in
of neishbwnng islands

the Caribbean.
This is all healthy andin
fact quite complimentary
to the movement but letus
not d what
will follow.
Where market

{ exists, investment m de-

is entirely possible.”

the Royal Bank

nesday 30.
The

But 1am convinced that 10 _determine how

tnrsunheoomnmmty
in pammlar the private

Simple Gesture

all items of stationery or

going out
of the country.

Simple though it would
be, it is an effective way to
tell the world that pan be-
longs to all of us and we
stand four-square behind
the festival.

Sum]arly, the Chair-
man of the Tourist Board
has put together a special

‘premotional
package which will be
marketed to music lovers

t the world who ™

Asane:nensmnotthls I

ﬁmldm be enensgm

™ “WHY can’t we transmit via
satellite the finals of our Steel-
band Festival around the
world? Textel has said that it

SosaidSenamrKen Gordon
Minister of Industry, Enter-
prise and Tourism, as he
World Steelband F‘esdval”
dence Square ofﬂce on

text of Minister Gor-
don’s speech is published hére.

-
ed-

'I'hebumﬁtsareobvinus

Fweareto keep it there
we must ensure that the
perfortners who have
made this possible, fre-

quently at the cost of
sonal sacrifice rather
reward, are treated with
the nspect that they de-

May 1 them'owe salute
them all as they embark
upon their hours of unre-
lenting commitment: To
practise and

pracie ot b preer

A World Steelband Festi-
v.l ” |

For the benefit of those ¥

who may wonder whether

the strong ent'jphasml we

now propose to place on

promoting the steelband

will be at the cost of prom-

oting the other and varied
of culture,

But when one is enter-
h%hl twe
cap of

a late start, it is necessary
to place the emphasis on
your major st to
achieve maximum im-

pact
‘I'hat isthe edge that pan
will give to our tmmsms

be and by so doing, contri-
bute not only to its success
but to the development
process which requires
that we maximise the u

of our resources whatever
and wherever they are.

The Skills

" We have done so by pro-

the extensive p
package which ment of a free zone.
we hope to bring increas- Mr an, the suc-

country. objective to which the
Banwhateverthelrat-Govemmm to which ‘I
tractiveness, it is the uni- bavethehonwrtobelmg,
g;.l:lma of the steelband is fully committed.
tells the full story. of You have pointed the
the creativity which way forward with an im-
makes us different. agination. and puypose
_For all these reasons we - -that is in keeping with our
view support for “Pan is new horizons.
Beautiful Five, a World May I likewise thank
Steelband Festzval" as a your associate, the Royal.

national obligation. , for their enlight-

We call on the leof ened gmsorsth and
Trinidad and T o to pl full support of
give their unqualifi ini to “Pan is

port to making it the suc- Beaunﬁ.ll Five, a World

cess it nchly deserves to Steelband Festival.




