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Crowds Brave Weather To
Give TASPO Big Send-Off

Trinidad All Steel
Orchestra (T.A.S.P.O.) was given
a terriffic send-off this morning by
hundreds of friends, relatives and
of whom braved
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Percussion

well-wishers all
inclement
journeyed to the Trinidad and
Board reception

centre to wish the 11 members of
TASPO and T4+ T Cirifith

Tobago Tourist

and pans checked. It was 9.30 of the team, said that today is one
a.m. when the Invaders steelbandiof the days that he would never
arrived at the docks. The dockers|forget. It was a memorable one,
left their work and there was a!and he would try to do his best to
mass movement of people heading|satisfy the large number of friendsg
for the tourist board to ‘“see the|and supporters.

boys and hear the pans.” Sterling Betancourt said that he
had not much to say, but wished

GREAT SEND-OFF i'to thank the public for their Sup=
Nnavt AanA ThanAad $aaatoo . I
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e e e TR et aLArirvaaca aliix
Tobago Tourist Board reception
centre to wish the 11 members of
T.A.SP.O. and Lt. J. Griffith, man-

ager and conducior of the band,
bon  vovage and good luck, It
was the realisation of “Opera-
tion Britain” dream.

The Invaders Steelband was on
the docks and as the members of
the band boarded the launch, the
band played “My heart cries for
you, sighs for you, dies for you,
etc.” As the launch headed for
the shin the band broke off into
One of the more popular unmbers,
a mambo.

CABLE TO MARTINIQUE

Lt. Griffith said he has already
despatched a cable to one of his
friends in Martinique and hopes
to put on at least two concerts
during their 4 days’ stay there.

Long before the members of
T.A.S.P.O. arrived at the docks,
there were scores of people
crowding the dock area with the
police keeping strict vigil to
maintain order.

The reception centre of the
Tourist Board - was  thickly
crowded and also the baggage

Toom of No. 1 Shed where the’

members"had to get_their baggage

pio

 England,
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Belgrave Bonaparte, who comes
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up the name
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ancourt said that he
had not much to say, but wisked
to thank the public for their SUup=-
port and hoped to please them
with performances in England,

Ellie Mannette sald that he
hoped that the band would be in
Englang for about ten weeks and
1f they are fortunate to get some
“big shot” to engage them they
probably would stay on. He wants
to stay in England to make much
of the scholarship that was offered
to him by the Birmingham Unij-
versity, but that is “if the offe ig
still .open”. He stated that a«;‘!r
all “I must thank the people etr%n
though at timeg I felt that =g
were not going.”

WORDS FAIL HIM
Andrew de Labastide said ¥t

Sterling Bet

.WOI‘dS failed him, as he wag 30

glad that all he could say %mg
‘Goodbye’, Winston “Spree” Sikasn
said that it was a great day, #md
we will teach them on the Con-
tinent something new. Philaote
“Boots” Davidson said that Qe
wished to tkank al] those who
supported the cause, and hopmd
that the band would satisfy them.

Theo Stephens and Sobay
Roach said that they were Lappy
to be among T.A.S.P.O who : sre
ambassadors to the Mother Coun-
try and hoped ‘that their show
would meet with success.
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