
ABSTRACT 

Inclusive Education in Tobago: The Perspectives of Stakeholders 

Joan Bobb-Ward 

The Republic of Trinidad and Tobago proposes to introduce wk : . • u n 
This constructivist grounded theory inquiry explored stakeholder ; i ; • ue-. 
on Tobago's readiness for this educational change using a svmholn «r»t< .1 • i«»ni 
conceptual framework. Semi-structured interviews were vondiuted >. 
principals, teachers, parents and students of two special sc1hh»In and three j ma \ 
schools in Tobago. Data was also collected from direct observation . : : • 
c l a s s r o o m s  a n d  a n a l y s i s  o f  s c h o o l  d o c u m e n t s  D a t a  r e s e a t e d  t h a t  ;  a - •  
possessed an eclectic model of disability that included element of the m< a 
social and religious models. Inclusive education was being mtrodmed »it Inn .» 
survivalist matrix of exclusionary beliefs and practices which threatened it 
success. Recommendations for successful implementation and end .mm he 
survivalist  matrix of  exclusionary pract ices and bel iefs  included • • ig  i n  

effective change management, providing adequate supjHirts and hanging 
stakeholders' attitudes to persons with disabilities I he tesults of this stud. .mid 
assist policymakers in developing an effective preparation progr.imrm • t Hi % 
major educational change. 
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