
www.guardian.co.tt Sunday Guardian, July 10,2011

G-PAN CONTROVERSY

lopeland consults
his lawyers over
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Dean of the Faculty of Engineering Prof
Brian Copeland says he has to consult his
attorneys and familiarise himself with the
details surrounding allegations he sold
steel pans for personal gain.

Attorney General Anand Ramlogan said Fri-
day, the Government proposes taking legal
action against G-pan inventor Prof Copeland

d three associates for profiting from
£s of the G-pan while such intellectual rights

are vested in the Government.
Former government minister, Junia

Regrello, along with Copeland, were named
as a director in the Panadigm Innovation
Ltd Company (PIL) which was incorporat-
ed to facilitate the commercialisation of
the G-pan.

He made these comments at a news
conference at his office on Friday.

Copeland said: "I am now going to see
my lawyers. I have not even seen the/\. I don't know the details of the

allegation. The newspapers have it. I don't
have it. Right now, I have to defend myself."

Copeland has the distinction of being
the first recipient of the Order of the
Republic of T&T which was conferred at
the Independence Awards, in 2008.

Efforts to contact Regrello proved futile.
Efforts to contact Minister of Arts and Mul-

ticulturalism Winston Peters also drew a blank.

UWI in the dark
Meanwhile, St Augustine Campus prin-

cipal Prof Clement Sankat maintained he, too,
was unaware of the details surrounding the

I don't know the details of the
allegation. The newspapers have it. I
don't have it. Right now, I have to
defend myself-Prof Brian Copeland •

allegation.
Sankat said: "I am not seized of the facts

and the implications of it as it pertains to
research, development and intellectual
property rights and ownership of rights. It
is a complex issue. I don't know the facts
and the impacts of the facts."

Sankat said he spoke to Copeland, but added:
"Until he (Copeland) knows what tran-
spires, he can't comment."

Describing himself as Copeland's "right-
hand man," Deputy Dean Prof Clem rmbert
said he, too, was unaware of the details.

He said: "I am not connected with the com-
pany. I don't know anything about it. As
far as it is concerned, it is what I read in
the newspaper. Frpm what I read it is some
sort of judicial matter. It is a sensitive
thing. I don't know all the facts."

But he said he understood the crux of
the matter revolved around The PHI (per-
cussion harmonic instrument).

Irnbert boasted he brought his metallur-
gical skills to the table on the project.

He said: "I had a lot of input into the
metallurgy. I worked on the initial stages of
the G-pan. I was with him all the way on that."

Another academic said the recent devel-
opment should be viewed as "a test case in
the area of intellectual property ownership
in an environment where research is sponsored I |p;
by government or the private sector." M

'STARS'TIME

PCS Silver Stars front line tenor players enjoy their time in the limelight with moments of
showmanship while they play to a sizeable and appreciative crowd at Pan Trinbago's after
work lime at the Queen's Park Savannah on Friday evening. PHOTO: NOEL SALDENHA

He should not take credit
for G-Pan—Arnold ̂ -^^
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Without mincing words,

former Pan Trinbago pres-
ident Patrick Arnold says Prof
Brian Copeland should not
take credit for the G-pan
innovation.

But like other commen-
tators Arnold was not pre-
pared to comment on the
financial aspect:of the allega-
tions.

Arnold said:. "As far as
the PHI pan was concerned,
I was not one to push it. T&T
has come up with the instru-
ment. We took an ordinary
garbage drum and turned it
into an instrument. It's not
a pan...it's an electronic thing.
This was out there as an

Prof Brian Copeland

e-pan."
Arnold refused to accept

the G-pan as the future of
' ian.

He added: ''When you want

to tell me it's the future of
pan, it is not a steelpan. I have
a problem with that. You have
to plug it in and do all kinds
of craziness. Why push an
electronic pan?"

He also knocked Copeland
for claiming he invented it.

Arnold added: "Now I'm
hearing they didn't invent it.
Copeland is saying he invent-
ed it. That's why I never
approved of the whole thing."

Arnold said Tony Williams

had come up with its design.
"I objected when they were

going to give him (Copeland)
the highest award. I object-
ed until Tony and Bertie Mar-
shall were included.

"Copeland is saying he
invented it which is not so
because I know there was one
out there which is the G-pan.
He is taking credit for tilings
he didn't do."

The G-pan features 37
notes instead of za, three full
octaves rather than the two
and a half octaves of the tra-
ditional tenor and a 37th note
is actually the first note of
the fourth octave.

On the monetary issues,
Arnold said: "I am hearing
he was selling the pan...-I
have to wait and see. I
can't comment. I don't know
about the financial aspect." t
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Manning is defending the integri-
ty of Prof Brian Copeland on the
G-pan and the Harmonic Per-
cussive Instrument controversy.

In a release issued yesterday,
the San Fernando West MPiSaid
Attorney General Anand Ramlo-
gan"was attempting to persecute
Copeland, a patriotic citizen of T&T.

Manning said the Government
and Ramlogan are clearly grasping
at straws in their futile attempts
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to prove their wild allegations of cor- '
ruption against the last PNM admin-
istration.

"This is nothing short of ter-
rorism by Anand Ramlogan who
is seeking to frighten some citi-
zens into submission. We must
not allow this threat to our free
and open society and our democrat-
ic way of life."

Manning urged citizens to stand
up against this abuse of power.

"But this abuse of power must
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not be countenanced."
Manning said the threats and civil

suits by Ramlogan were to dis-
tract the attention of the population
from the Government's incompe-
tence and the stagnating econo-
my.

Under the last administration,
Manning said he attempted to
further the growth of our nation-
al instrument by commissioning the
creation of the G-pan by Copeland
and University of the West Indies.
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Manning said his government did
not commission the development of
the PHI pan, nor were they involved
in its project.

"Indeed when the G-pan was
commissioned the PHI pan was
already in its final stages of devel-
opment. Both projects continue
to remain separate and apart," Man-
ning explained.-'

Manning said whilst no one
can claim ownership of the G
pan, "Copeland and others are enti-
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tied to market the PHI as they
see fit since it is they who clearly
developed this percussion instru-
ment for the steelband"
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