' his effort at

" method

THE EDITOR; Disrespect for our art-
formanc{mpﬁceinsodetyisoneofthe
burning issues affecting panmen since
the inception of the movement some 50
ears ago. The fact that the Steelband
, in a very short time, become uni-
versally i as a serious new
musical form not yet earn for us the
commensurate respect we deserve at
home. 4 ;
There is still the stigma ling ering of

that time not so long ago when {he steel-
bandsman was the of this society
in an even more blatant way the

Rasta was mmvtg ¢

Steelband involvement w?s per-
meated every strata of ety, yet
many of those who pay lip service to the

. art-form still see the practitioners of the
- art as mere yard boys, unskilled labour-

ers and ragamuffins.
Confrontation

Inspite of the international cultural’

.emergence of the steclband, there are

still people who see the steelbandsman
as a rabble rouser who is always de-
manding something in a bullying man-
ner. ‘

We are labelled and branded as hooli-
gans, irresponsible and immature, ev-
ery time we raise our voices in defence
of some position or over any issue where
we feel that we are y treated.

One reporter ended an attack on Pan
Trinl over a glaring impasse be-

tween Government and the organi-
sation a statingthat our problem is that
Pt to exact respect and recogni-

,ovover and over again. He does not

how close he came to the truth in
sarcastic. '
Confrontation, it seems, is still the only

gains in this society.

The powers that be refuse to recognise
our strength unless we flex our muscles.
We sit and negotiate with them in good
faith and they turn around and renegeon

~ all their promises./We only get action

' when we take

which lead to their
embarrassment. All major concessions
ted to.the steelband miovement

ve been won in this fashion.

. We are currently involved with two
! issues of disrespect

with two different
Government Ministries and already the

which we can achieve any

reactionary Press has come out in sup-
port of one of their favourite sons who e
removal from office we called for, Ve
issued a media release staunﬁéhe fagts,
of the matter as we perceive them. This
was not carried but instead we were
attacked in a biting editorial which dis-
torted the facts and presented the case of
the other person.

The writer has sought to villify Pan
Trinbago after we made a call to the
Minister of Tourism and State Enter-

-prise for the removal of Aubrey Admas,

the Tourism Cultural Adviser, on the
grounds of gross disrespect totheorga—
nisation.

Minister Gerdon held discussions with
us prior to Mr Adams’s appointment. He

stressed on the point that the steelband |
would play a major part in the tourism

Despite this, at the first meeting Mr *

Adams called in his new capacity he

. invited taxi drivers, venders, mas’ men

and others, but not Pan Trin! . We
had to dispatch a letter to Mr
before we were invited to the next meet~
ing.

We raised objections to the Tourism
Authority’s approach to several matters
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et these were never reflected in the
Minutes. We made decisions at meet-
ings and Mr Admas went out in cavalier

fashion and did his own thing.

i all out-door performances including
4

% ?rstboatt.lgea
¢ forming them
+ - due in a short while and that the band
'should stay on and play for its arrival.

“ bers to be di

, ploit us, .

" 'There is a standing agreement over
the years between Pan Trinbago and the
Tourist Board that bands perform for

* the cruise ships at the Dock site for a fee

* of $2,000 for a two-hour perfi

ormance.
ﬂﬂsisastandardfeeandisusedtf]oé
blic concerts put on by the Central
at the Eric Williams Plaza. We

" have never stated that our fee is $1,000
_an hour as the editorial has done. ;

Huge Cost Factor

Two cruise ships were due on the same
dayanerAdla.yshmabandﬂugl
its sponsor to at eparture e

$ Ymached the band, in-
t the second boat was

 Our representative, who is a dock
orker, intervencd and informed the
Captain that they were taking away em-
ployment from another band that

; . they should charge for the extra time.

It was finally agreed that the band

should play an extra hour for the sum of
- $1,000. -

The editorial attempts to portray pan- -
men as blood suckers for insisting that
the $2,000 fee should remain. There is a
huge cost factor for everr steelband per-

formance, blending of the
pans and transport.
A two-hour ormance means five

hours of work including manual labour
as pans have to be loaded at the pa-
nyard, off-loaded at the venue and the
rocess reversed before the players go
me. :
Workers have to take time-off from
work without pay, yet Mr Admas wants
us to perform for free while he obtains
sponsors for his Ambakaila people to
a for the same purpose.
hmng%‘:l Wmtﬁm ﬁa"ﬁm of o
our
choice. Th{s is again untrue as we make
sure that only the best bands are chosen.
Mr Adams is approaching

] sponsors
‘behind our backs to have panmen play

forfreesoall&isispartoflgs;gmpq-

ganda.

Mr Gordon requested that we supply a
steelband at no cost earlier this year
when a group of tour operators was in-
vited on a special cruise. Renegades did
o g o o o Bl
operators that roi to greatly
mcreaseﬂ:eﬂowofmmc ships to our

ports.
Golden Egg

Lo and behold, circumstances mili-
tated that three cruise ships arrived un-
expectedly and Mr Adams sought our
assistance to have bands appear at no
‘cost. When we refused he responded that
we could shape up or ship out. He ap-
proached Jit Samaroo offering payment
and a tour but Jit referred him back to
Pan Trinbago. J j

'If‘he writer of lutlllmmeedimnalum datﬁ
us oru'ymi' to ki goose that

eg

m E t at the same time is serv-

s's interest in portra a
Rum and Coca-Cola tourist o

his outdated Ambakaila shows.
This is another attempt to dehumanise
our entertainers and citizens by labell-

ing us with a “native” culture,
) Trini :

bago will not allow its mem-
in any form and
we stand ready to defend our interest

all those who would seek to ex-
oAb duys 28
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