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ABSTRACT

Pr-irnary Sc hool Teac hers' Per-ceptions Concer-ning Human
Values Education and Their- Perceptions of the

Usefu Iness of Liter-a t u r e as a Medium for
Human Values Education

Roamar Achat-Saney

To investigate teachers' per-ceptions, a
questionnaire was given to 110 teachers In nine primar-y
schools in the City of San Fer-nando. 14 teachers wer-e
subsequently inter-viewed. Findings revealed that B8r.
felt responsible for Human Values Education (H.V.E.),
whi Ie 78. 67r. had a basic level of awar-eness in the
field. 3B.17r. selected A Reflective Approach.
Appr-oximately 75r. felt Liter-ature was an appropriate
medium for H.V.E. though only 33.6r. opted for-
Liter-ature In pr-eference to Social Studies. Some
teachers' had little knowledge of methods for using
Liter-ature for- H.V.E. The main constraint to H.V.E.
was seen as a lack of Teacher- Training. Teachers fr-om
Gover-nment Schools had a higher level of awar-eness than
those from Denominational schools, though in the
I at ter , Human VaI ues were more de 1 i berate I y taug ht.
The greatestdiffer-ence wasseen in Method (II), as
over- 51. more teachers from Denominational schools opted
for a Teac her- Domina ted Approach. More teachers who
wer-e trained in H.V.E. had a basic level of awareness
than those untrained. More trained teac~er-s opted for-
A Ref I ec t i ve Approac h, whi 1e more un tr-ained teac her-s
opted for a Teacher Dominated Approachi Generally
in ter-v i ews c o r r obo r a ted findings from questionna ires.


