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NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on

Saturday Oct, 1lst at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Does Khrushchev really want to kill the United
Nations? And why does he want to abolish the post of Seeretary
General of the Unite Nations and have 1t replaced /by a.three-man
commission? I told you last night that Khrushchev's,didea for the
three-man commission is that one of the men should come from the
Communist World, one from the Western World and one from the group
of neutralist nations, I alsc told you that in such a three-man
commission any one of the three will'have the power of vetoeing
any action and so stop anything from being done about any problem,

I told you that if such a commission ad existed during the Congo
crisss the Russians would have vetoed all action and nothing would
have been done and c¢divil war and bloodshed would now have gripped
the Congo.

But, you,will say, how do you, Abrahams,know the Russians would
have vetoed. any action in the Congoe? Because it would have suited
them, They want communiem to spread all over the world, and they know
that communism spreads best where there 1s trouble and confusion and
crisis, Lumumba was making é mess of the Congo but they thought
Lumumba was their man, and the worse the mess got the more he would
turn to them to help him out of the mess, Their experts would stream
into the country giving advice, they would give aid and before the
Congolese knew it the communists would be in control, In fact things
were going exactly this way when the U,N, forces stepped in and
brought some sort of order out of the chaos, And as order ﬁaa restorel

the influence of the communists faded till in the end their ambassadors
and experts had to pack up and leave,



And this defeat for communism came about because the the decisive
action taken by the U,N. forces in the Congo under Hammarskjold's
directions, So the communists have no reason to love Hammarskjold.

He has upset one of their plans. And this was not the first time
gsomething like this had happened., Something similar had happened in
Korea in 1950, If, :_ln 1950, the United Natlons could haye been preverp é
from taking any action all of Korea would have fallen under communist
controcl, But then United Nations had a Secretary Gemeral called

Trygve Lie who took his jJob quite as seriously as does Mr, Hammarskjold,
and when the communists invaded Korea from the north Trygve Lie ordered
a United Nations force to go in and /defend Korea, And in the end,

after one of the bitterest%&Z;i in whieh Korean killed fellow Korean
the communists were prevented from taking over the whole country -
though they did capture the northern half of 1t which 1is today a
communist state,

But there again it was a Becretary General of the United Nations
who had the powerto act who stopped them from capturing a whole
country. So,qIf you look at it from their point of view the fly in
the soup,is, the Secrtary General of the United Nations who has the
poweryto act and can therefore spoll their plans, If on the other hanl
there were no Secretary General with powers to act all Korea might
have been under communist control today and the Congo might be
drifting in the same direction. So Mr. Khrushchev 1s not Just being
petty and mean-minded when he attacks the Secretary General of the
United Nations, There is a communist pattern to it all, But there is a
another pattern, and something completely new that has come out of this

session of the U,N. That 1s the voice of Africa in world affairs, I
will talk about this tomorrow afternoon, so till then, goodnight,
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on

Monday October 3 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: On Friday of last week the Minister of Trade and
Industry, Mr. Wills Isaacs, announced a government Order putting
certain restrictions on the buying of motor cars by hire purchase,
This Order came into effect the following day, Saturday October the
first.

As a result of this order it is going tobe a lot more difficult
for anybody just to go out and buy a carys —=If you or I want to go
and buy & new car today we will have to have at least one-third of
the price of the car, In other,words, if you want to buy one of
the popular medium sized cars selling at £695, you will have to put
down £231, 13, 4, and you will have to pay the balance of £463, 6, 8.
within two years., This means that you will have to pay somewhere in
the region of about, £20 a2 month on the balance - and that 1s without
adding the interest. When interest is added the sum of about £20
will work out Ue a little more,

Now the effect of all this is that it is going to make it a lot
hardemr, for peoprle to buy cars than 1t has been in the past, And this
is precisely what the Government wants to happen. I think that there
are three factors behind thie move.

First, I think the government is concerned by the whole Hire
Purchase situation in Jamaica today. You know how easy 1t has become
for us to get almost anything on credit. You put down a small deposit
and you can get yourself a frilg, a washing machine, a new bedroom
or living room sulte or anything else you want., And when the salesman
tells it to you, it all looks so easy, so tempting, And under

temptation and what looks like easy terms we are all of us inclined



to lose our heads 2 little and to spend really more than we can affafl,
But up to this point all is fine, We are keeping up with the Joneses,
and sometimes we are f%qng a little better than the Joneses, But the
trouble starts when we have to make the repayments® elther at the

end of the week or at the end of the month, The two pounds on the

frig and the four pounds on the furniture and the thrée pounds on the
washing machine and the fifteen pounds on the car /= all-these suddenly
hit us at one time, And often there is very little left in the pay
packet when we have met these instalments,., Oftén we cannot afford

the little luxuriles like taking the wifewout or buying something

nice for the children., Life becomes a kind of desperate scramble to
keep up with our weekly or monthly, Instalments, What had seemed so
easy now turne into something of a nightmare, And sometimes there is
real tragedy., Someone might find it utterly impossible to keep up

with payments and do something dishonest like fiddling with the firm#
money to make up the gew pounds needed. And this sort of thing usually
ends up in the court and with a good name destroyed and grief and
misery for a.once heppy family.

Next (g ‘the fact thet we are spending very much more foreign
currency on limported goodsthan we are earning from our exports, We are
in debt as a trading nationx and this 1s not a healthy situation.

And finally, kkexm we are importing cars almost recklessly right now,
They are coming in at the rate of about a thousand a month, This sort
of thing has to be curbed some time or there will be chaos.

We must ease up on this business of living on credit; and startig
with motor care is as good a point as any 1 know, Goodnight,



No 188 Death of 5 'nan- ' babies

NEW COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Tuesday October 4 at €.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Last Saturday's newepapers were so full of
dramatdc news that many of you may have missed a small item which I
think xx is very serious, We had the verdict in the Red Hills

tha Aknde d)

murder trial, we had the story of a man charged with/his common=-law
wife, we had the news of the credit squeeze on _the hire-purchase
of motor cars, and we had the international show of big names from
the United Nations as well as the birth of-Nigerla as a free and
independent nation., With all this 18 ig very likely that many of us
skipped the small but important, item,of local news that 1s in my
mind,

But before I go on to,that let me clear up one small matter,
I told you about the/mew restrictions on hire purchase of cars last
night. I told you ‘that _as from last Saturday anybody wanting to buy
a car will have toput down one=third of the price of the car and
pay the rest of the balance within two years. What I did not tell
you last might was the position for those who are buying trucks,
Anybody buying & truck will have to put down a quarter of the price
of the truck, and he will have to pay the balance within two and a
helf years, This 1s a little better than the position for those who
buy cars, I think the reason for this difference is that the person
who buys a truck does so in order #o carry on a business and so earn

a living, No one ever buys a truck simply to be the proud owner of

it whereas we often buy cars simply as & luxury item which we do not

really need,

And nov to my small and important item of nevws,

In Saturday's Gleaner there was a story from Montego Bay which



told of the death of five very young babies, The story tells of how
seven young bables were admitted into the Montego Eay hospital over
the past three months, All these bables suffered from Tetanus, Of
the seven five died.

When Dr, V., Ferdinand Levy, the Medical Officer of Health, told
the Public Health Committee of the St, James Parish Council about it,
he described the situation as 'alarming and deplora&hié', I agree
with Dr. Levy all the way., These were deplorable and unnecessary
deaths which could have been prevented by a‘little care and cleanness,

I am sure most of you know that.Tetanus is just another name for
Lockjaw, and the bacillus or germ\which brings on Lockjaw lives and
breeds in dirt, It lbves and thrives in dust gkg-dirt and rotting
manure, It hates cleanness because cleanness destroys it and drives
it away. Tetanus or Lockjlaw can only attack a person through some
cut or scratch on the skin, It gets into your blood through some
oprening in the skinm\and then attacks your blood and you suffer
horribly before it finally destroys you.

This(is what happened with these little bables, They were
delivered by 'Nanas', peorle who are untrained, who have taken no
lessons in midwifery and who therefore do not know a thing about how
to fight off germs and be clean. And so filve bables died, and many
more will go on dying until we stop this 'nana' business, If you
mothers in the country areas want your babies to live, please call
in the district nurse. She has been trained in how to be clean and
with her your baby will have a chance to live, The Nana has not been

trained and so, without meaning to do it, she might kill your baby.
Goodnight,



No 189 Is there a used car racket?

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on

Wednesday October 5 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Since I spoke to you about the restrictions on
the hire~purchase of cars on Monday, a number of listeners have
suggested that I take a close look into the second=hand car
business where the hire-purchase system has alse been very much in
operation,

One or two people whose information I have found very trustwortly
in the past have gone as far as to suggest that there 1s some sort
of racket carried on by some people who deal in second~hand cars,

Let me tell you one story which I have heard from more than one
source, If this story is true“then I do not know what else we cén
call it but a racket, "Thise .is the story:

A person sells a car to a used car dealer, The car 1is in
fairly good running eondition. Someone else cames along and decides
to buy the car. Nine times out of ten the buyer cannot pay cash for
the car, The used car dealer then recommends the buyer to a Discount
House wheo lends him the money to buy the car, The Diﬁcount House
will of"“course collect the money with 1nterest'over a period of time,
The car 1s used as security. At this stage the used car dealer has
made hils sale and got his money and the buyer has got what seems to
him to be a car in fairly good condition. Now he can drive off and
all he has to worry about is the monthly payments to the Discount
House,

But within a few weeks - in some cases a few months « things
start to go wrong. There are faults in the engine; the gearbox is

all wrong; the radiator or gasg tank leaks. The poor new owner finds



that his car spends more time in the garage being repaired than it
spends on the road, The owner now finde that he has to find money
for repair bills as well as the money to pay his monthly instalments
to the discount house., A number of buyers of used cars in thie
condition have become so disgusted that they have told the Discount
House to take in the car for the balance they owed, . And at this
point the Discount House has discovered that what the dealer had
recommended as a car in falrly good condition; was in fact not fit
to be on the roads,

I was told of at least one ownerx(whe was so disgusted with the
car he had bought that he went to the ,person who had sold it to
the second~hand dealer, He complained bitterly to the original owner
for selling a car in that condition to the dealer and pointed out
that he, the second owner,.was now suffering for it., This man got
a severe shock when the, first owner told him that the car had in fact
been in a good running condition. The first owner then pointed out
that certain parteg-haed been removed and had been replaced by older
and more used parts, 2Ihix The car of this particular man had a
leaking_ gas tank, But the first owner could prove that that was not
the same tank with which he sold the car, Somehwre along the line
the good tank had been replaced by a leaking tank, People are saying
that too much of this sort of thing is going on and that it adds up
to a racket in the used car business. I don't myself believe that
every used car dealer goes in for this sort of thing. But I do think
buyers of used cars would be well advised to check really carefully
before they spend thelr hard-earned money on a second-hand car, They

could so easily be buying just a heap of Junk, Goodnight,



No 190 British Labour Par*y Conference

NEWS COMMENTARY

For trahsmission on
Thursday Oct. 6 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good ewening: Because so much else has been happening all over
the world, there has been very little news of the British Labour
Party's Annual Conference which is now taking place in“the English
seaside town of Scarborough, And yet this 1s one of the most importamt
conferences taking place at this present time,

I suppose most of you who have read anything about $he British
Labour Party Conference in your papers, will see it largely as a
struggle between two men: Hugh Gaitskell 'who 1is the present leader
of the British Labour Party, and Harold Wilson who 1s trying to
replace Gaitskell as the leader of the party. Certainly that 1is the
picture which Tuesday's Star‘will have given you., And Wednesday's
Gleaner will have confirmed this picture with its report of leaders
'sharpening their¢knives for the power struggles ahead',

Of course itwls true that there 1is a struggle for power going
on in the British Labour Party. There are always struggles for power
and poasition in democratic politfbal parties, We know of such struggles
right here in our own political parties, But I think that what is
going on at the British Labour Party Conference this week is very
much more than Just a struggle for power between Galtskell and Wilson,
I think that behind the Gaitskell-Wilson struggle 1s a very important
crisis of principle for the British Labour Party.

I think most of you know that the British Labour Party belleves
in socialism, And here I think I had better Just stop and briefly
tell you what soclalism i1s, Too many people have mistaken notions of

what socialism means, First of all, socialism is a political and

economic system based on the public ownership and operation of all



the key industries in a soclety. It aims at greater production and
a more equal distribution of a country's wealth among its citizens,
Socialism does not mean the taking over of every little farm and
every little business or every little farmer's piece of land, Then
there is another thing: many people talk as though socialism 1s the
same thing as communism, It is not, Socialists believe ™in using
the peaceful methods of elections to win political power whereas
communists will use any methods, including vielence and revolution
to win power, So much for the meaning of ®oecialism, The British
Labour farty is such a party and at the end of the last war it was
electgd to power and brought in what/is teday known as the 'Welfare
State', There was free education for all and free health services
for all. Big industries like the\mines and the rallways were
nationalised, They did a great deal of good for the mass of the
British people, But after-a time they were turned out of office
by the electors and the Conservatives who took office carried on

many of the goo@.things they had dome and in some cases did them
: 1 P

better, One(thing about the sociallists 1is that ave always been
U g e
against military alliances, especially with America.:ﬁhey—areiin

favour of disarmament and they are against the atomic bomb, They
want Britain ;Eé cut her connections with the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation and to adopt a neﬁfraliet position in the Cold War,

On these matter;ﬁéaitakell policy is much the same as that of
Macmillan and soﬂyou have téls desperately bitter fight inside the
party. My own personal opinion is that at this moment in time the
British Labour Party has lost its sense of direction and does not
quite know where it is or where 1t wants to go, And this is a very

serious situation for Britain in this modern world, Goodnight,



No 191 The South African Referendum

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Friday Oct. 7 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Today the three most troubled and most unhappy
countries on the great African @ontinent are the Congo which recently
gained its indendence from Belgimm and immediately plunged 1into
violence and disorder; next i1s Algeria where a bitter and bloody war
has been raging for six years now; and then there 1s South Africa
where the violence and the bloodshed has, for the moment stopped,
though the threat of it is ever present{ I have told you a great
deal about the Congo in recent weeks, It.ls a very long time since
I have commented on Algerla and on South Africa, Compared with
Algeria and South Africa, the troubles in the Congo are not so bad,
It will take time to solve all the problems of the Congo. But the
ugly beast of violence has“been chained, Mr, Lumumba has had his
wings clipped, the United Nations is doing a fine Job and there is
hope for the Congo. There is hope that a peaceful, orderly and
democratic form of '‘government will grow in the Congo without too
much strain and suffering., At the moment the same cannot be said for
Algeria, \ The dogs of war have their teeth sunk into the soul of that
unhappy €ountry and 1t looks as though an awful lot more blood will
flow before there will be peace and freedom in Algeria, But something
very important has happened in recent weeks which has brought Algeria
to the forefront of the news and which I see as a faint but important
glimmer of hope, I will deal with this glimmer of hope for Algeria
later, Now I want to deal with the most hepeless and the most depressaing
of the three African trouble spots, South Africa,

The results of the South African Referendum are by now known to

all of you. As you know, on Wednesday the South African voters went



2
to the polls to cast thelr votes on one single issue, And that single
issue was whether South Africa should become a republic or whether
it should retain it present status as a 8ominion withih the British
Commonwealth, And the vote has gone the way I expected it. Any
student of South African affairs would have told you that the vote
would have been in favour of a republic, Now in a few months' time
we in Jamaica are going to cast our votes in much the/same way as the
South Africans have just done. We too will be answéring one single
question and ours will also be called a Referendum, But there the
difference will end, With us every person who 1ls of sound mind and wio
kxxxkEEnxrexixteredxkaxyxke has reached /.the voting age and has been
registered, will have the right to vote. Nobody will ask what his or
her race or colour is, In South Africa @N¥k¥x# only 3 million people
had the right to vote although there is a population of 15 millions,
Those 3 millions could vote because they are white; the remaining 12
millions could not vote because they are black or brown, So this was
e white referendum since the black men have no say in the affairs of
their country.

So now we have the loneliest new republic in all the world; and
it is a republic in trouble, Since the Sharpeville killings of last
Me2ch most of the world has followed Jamaica's lead and bocotted
South Africa, Foreign investors have withdrawn their money and she
has lost hundreds of millions of pounds, She 1s 1solated politically
and there 1s doubt and fear among her rulers, But they will hold on,
And for the vast majority of her people there is only oppression and
misery. g;!e hope the rest of the Commonwealth will give a clear 'no'
when this new racialist republic applies for membership....Tomorrow
I will tell you about the glimmer of hope in the Algeria problem,

So tillthen, goodnight,



No 192 . The War In Algeria.

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Saturday Oct, 8 at 6,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: In order for you to make sense of my glimmer of
hope for the Algerian problem I must tell you a little of how the
French govern their colonlies, Under the Britlsh system.2 ¢olony was
Just a colony. The citizens of any British colony were_ British subjecs
and part of the Empire and Commonwealth, No British.colony has ever
elected any representative from a British @o0lony to sit in the Britis
House of Common,

The French colonies, on the other-hand were, and to some extent
still are looked on by the French as parts of France, They are known
as overseas departments of France or France overseas, The people in
the French colonies can and hdave elected representatives from theilr
own territories to sit in the French parliament as well as in the
French Upper Houseg To give you an example: if Jamaica were a French
colony we might Waye a situation in which both Mr, Manley and Sir
Alexander BuStamante and amny of their followers were elected to
the British House of Commons, They would then share in the making of
laws for Britain as well as for Jamalca, Jamaicans may be raised to
the peerage and become members of the House of lLords, We may have a
Jamaican as Bpeaker of the House of Commons, or & Minister of
government and in the case of Mr, Manley he might have become Prime
Minister of Great Britain and her overseas departments., In such a
gituation the whole idea of independence might be looked at rather
differently by many people who are now strongly for lndependence,
Well, that 1s the situation in the French colonies, In Northern
Algeria, for instance, there are four departments who send 30 members

to the French parliament: she also sent 14 senators to the Upper



House in Paris; and she sent 18 counsellors to the Assembly of the

Frech Union. In other words the Frech tried very hard to integrate

their coloniee into the national 1life of France, In the French West
Indies colonies like Martinique and Guadeloupe this worked very well,
The the peopide there had lecst thelr contact with their African past,
had intermerried and had become French., But the Algerlans were
different, They had their own language, theyrx had thelr own religion
and they had their own customs - all of which{were very different

from those of France, And they were not prepared to give these up and
become Frenchmen, To make matters worsé the Frenhh settlers in Algeria
rather looked on the native Algerians in the same way that the white
South Africans look on the blacks, And so raclal problems were added
to the cultural problems. The Frenc¢éh government,fof its part, could
not understand why the Algeriens did not Jump at the chance of being
Frenchmen, and so thessituation drifted to bitterness, to the formatim
of the Algerian Natdomal/ Libteration Front, and to war, For six years
this war has gone on, Two weeks ago in Paris 25 French young man and
women were arrested and put on trial, They belonged to an organisation
which hadwgmuggled money and arms out of France to the Algerians, Nore
of them denied the charge. Instead, they sald the wanted the Algeriars
to know that not all Frenchmen were their enemies, and to know that
there were Frenchmen and women who supported thelir demand for indepente,
And a few days later 121 of France's most gifted writers and artists,
actore and actresses signed an appeal calling on Frech soldiers not

to fight against the Algerians but to lay down their arms instead,
This 1s the hopeful sign in the Algerian situation, And I am glad

that it has come from Frenchmen and women, Goodnight,



No 193 wills Isaacs, rorum on rederaticn & Cheddl Jagan

NEW COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Monday Oct. 1l0th at 6.,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: As you listen to me this evening my body will be
far away from Jamaica, In fact, I shall be a few thousand feet up in

the air and I shall be approaching Plarco Airport, Port-of-Spain

A
Trinidad., Merrick Needham, the Programmeg Mermeger of this station, armd
QB ubinal’ L

I will be down in Trinidad for a few days, Andﬂpur buskrmess 1s concened
with trying to improve the n-iilféervice we ‘glve you, the listener,

You know, this 18 one of those sclentfic miracles that we all tend

to take for granted: here I am speaking to you and at the same time

I am nearly a thousand miles away sitting up in an airplane, And for
the next four days you will be listening to me at the same time and
while you are listening to me it will be 7,15 in the evening where I

am and + will be doing.other things, Fantastic, isn't it? It is when
you come to think @f\it,

But let us get on to the business in hand, It was on Saturday
before last = Saturday October the first - that I had Mr, Wills
Isaacs, the Minister of Trade and Industry, as my guest on R.J.R's
9.15p,m programmex, 'Forum on Federation'. Those of you who listened
that evening were the first to hear Mr, Isaac's little bombshell about
him not wanting British Guianan in the Federation because its present
leaders were, as he put it, 'marxist dominated', That interview I
had with Mr, Isaacs has caused a stirygd throughout the West Indies,
The Gleaner has picked it up and given it front-page treatment,
Leandro has done a couple of cartoons on it, Other West Indies news=-
papers have carried it; and Mr, Manley has made a statement saying
the Jamaica government disassociates 1itself entirely from any attack

on the government in British Gulana. So you can see that that
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on newspapers am
interview on Forum on Federation has had quite an impact/on readers

and listeners and politicians throughout the West Indies. And naturally,
gince news and commenting on the news 1s my bisiness, I am very pleasal
to have been the first to get out this stormy plece of news,

And almost as though Mr, Wills Isaacs' comments were a signal,
Dr, Cheddi Jagan and British Guiana have jumped into the news,
Reports from B.G. tell of a meeting between Dr, Jagén and a number of
leading East Indian businessmen., At this meeting, T understand, Dr.
Jagan urged these businessmen to continue to“support his party,
especlally at the forthcoming general €lection., The report goes on to
say that the businessmen then asked Dr: Jagan for certain guarantees
before they would give him their pledge of support. They wanted Jagan
to give them certain assurances about freedom and about the economic
direction the country would take, They also asked to be represented
in the Legislative Councll and on the executive of Jagan's People's
Progressive Party after dndependence. But, the report says, Jagan
was not prepared to give them the assurances they asked for and so
the businessmen left without pledging him their support. And a few
days later these businessmen started a new party with the declared
aim of fighting Jagan and communism,

But Forbes Burnham's People's National Congress does not welcome
the new party. The leaders of the people's National Congress feel that
the new party will confuse the issue, split the copposition to Jagan
and so ensure that he wine the fortcoming elections, From all this
you will see that things are really beginning to stdr again in Britis
Gulana, We can expect this new stirring to get hotter in the months
ahead, leading to the elections, Goodnight.



No 194 Jamaica RmkE Tax and Raterayers Association's

'Federation Englghtenmen. Campaign' & its plea for
better roads, pavements and lighting.

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Tuesday Oct. 11 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evenlng: The Jamaica Tax and Ratepayersdd Association
hags decided to send a five-man deputation to the Roads and Works
Committee of the Kingston and St. Andrew Corporation; The deputation
will wait on the Committee on Thursday of next.week. The deputation
will tell the comhittee about the poor conditionz in which the
residents of the eastern parts of the Corporate area have to live,
They will draw particular attention to the Hampstead Park area,

The Assoclation says that in this area home~owners have gone to
a great deal of trouble and expenserto put up decent houses and to
make thelr gardens and surroundings attractive. But, they say, the
roads about their nice houses are an eyesore, There are potholes,
There are no sidewalks or pavements and the children of the area
are in constant_danger of being run over by cars or trucks because
they have to«walk'in the roade, The Jamalca Tax and Ratepayers'
Assoclation.wants the Corporation to do something about this, They
want pavements so that children can go about their business without
risking.death at every step, I think that this particular problem
of pavements is not confined to the Eastern Corporate area alone,
I think there are too many places in the Corporate area where people
on foot must walk én the roads, And this, I think, is largely to
blame for the number of accidents in which motor cars or trucks -
knock down people and maim or kill them, So for my part I hope the
deputation will not confine their complaints only to the easter area,
There should be pavements everywhere in the Coporate area, Now I know

this cannot be done overnight; but I am sure it can be done in stages,



I think the Roads and Works Department could draw up & three®@yearg
or even a five-year plan to bring pavements to all the roads in the
Corporate Area, beginning with the most congested and the most
neglected areas, This is a very serious matter: for our children it
is often a matter of life and death.

I think we all of us owe the Jamaica Tax and Ratepayers'
Association a debt of gratitude for bringing thigs serigus matter to
the attention of the authorities, Indeed, 1 zlxnzgiiﬁxl that the Tax
and Ratepapyers Association 1is the most publicispirited of all our
citizens organisations, Over a number of years now it has worked
quietly and persistently to improvesciwvic, amenities for all citizens
and to educate the community. Many . of you may remember its Federation
Englightenment Campaign in 1957. It was then called the Kingston and
St. Andrew Taxpayers' and«Ratépayers' Association but it was the
same organisation with the same group of dedicated people. You will
remember that between April and fctober of 1957 it held forty=-two
public meetings ‘In_every Parish of the island and it brought informatibn
end enlightenment to roughly 7,000 people. And all thles wae done
without & penny from our public authorities, The cost of this
campadign came to over £800, To cover this £95,10, O, Sheg&l and Esso
donated 45 gallons of gas, Alumina Jamaica supplied transport to five
meetings, a very few public spirited citizens helped, but the balance
came out of the pockets of the members of the Assoclation, and they
are none of them wealthy people, This, I think, 1s wkxx resl good
ctizenship., I hope all of us will learn from it; and I, for one, salue
the Jamaica iax and Ratepayers' Assoclation for showing us the meanirg

of citizenshlp. Goodnight,
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No 195 National dishes, natlonal customs and receeatiam '

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Wednesday Oct. 12 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: When I was a little boy my brother, my sister,
my cousin and I used to play a game called 'Suppose', I remember once
my cousin said to my sister: "Suppose you are the Queen-of Sheba",
My sister rushed oub of our little room and came back a few minutes
later dressed as we thought the Queen of Sheba might have dressed =
with a sheet around her showing a lot of“leg. She ordered us about
like a queen and warned us that her pet tiger would chew up anyone
who did not obey, When my turn came my brother saild "Suppose your
are on the moon", I immediately:.fe&l down on the ground and began
to try to eat up the earth, You.see, in those days I thought the
moon was made of cheese'and s8ince I was nearly always hungry as a
child the moon meant food to ne,

Well now, in this spirit, let us suppose that a stranger from
another world,came)to you and sald: "I understand this is Jamaica
and I understand that you are a Jamalican, Just what do you mean by
that? What is a Jamalcan? What makes a Jamaicana a Jamalcan?? What
makes asJamalcan different from any other kind of person on earth?"

I wonder how you would answer that question, I wonder how many
of us will be able to answer it fully. Sure, all of us wlll be able
to say that a Jamaican is someone who was born here and who grew
up here, And some of us might even agree that people who were not
born here but who have come here to live and make this their home
are also Jamaiéans. And many of us will speak of our léve for this
Jamaican earth; for its hills which turn purple in the setting sun,

and for its plains and valleys, And some will point with pride at the



way in which people from different racial backgrounds have learnt to
live and work together in harmony and peace., Yet others will point
with pride at our political development., All of this is true. These
are some of the lmportant things that go into the making of a Jamaica
But I do not think this is all, I think there is something of
the spirit, something intangible which 1t 1s very hard te,put into
words, and if you were to tell the stranger about 1t,'y9u would do
80 by indirection, You would take him into a rumshop and let him
listen to Jamalca-man talk over his drink, . You would Bive him salt
fish and ackee or rice and peas with corn pork and green bananas,
You will let him catch the flavour of the way in which Jamalcans
speak and think by taking him on a !%g:gggk'where they are telling
Andcy stories or singing Jamaican mqntoes; You will show him how
Jamaicans relax and pass thelr time and the kind of food they eat
and how they entertain their friends, And these little things will
make the stranger from another world understand what makes a Jamaican
a Jamaican, Formlt le these little things, these Jamaican customs,
which sets the Jamaican apart from all other people on earth and
makes him distinctive and fiifferent. And yet the odd thing is that
80 many Jamaicans seem ashamed of these things. In what big restamrant
or hotel*do you find real Jamaican food? The Victoria Pler restaurant
tries and on a Saturday morning you get very close to the real Jamaican
flavour and music. But even they are rather conservative, And as for
the big hotels, Jamaican ways and Jamalcan food just do not exist for
them, I think it is time we show2d the stranger just what makes a
Jamaican a Jamaican, In doing so we will show ourselves the kind of

people we are, And that is very important, Goodnight,



NO 1Y6 The rrice ol rum

NEW COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Thursday Oct.1l3 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: So the price of our rum has gone up. As from Mondsy,
October the 3rd wholesal rum prices have gone up by between 5/- and
6/- a case. The price of some brands will be sold t0 us+«at a shilling
a quart more: other brands will cost us more than that, I know at
least one retailer who has put two shillings more on the price of
quart bottle of rum, This will of course mean that you and I and every
John Citizen is going to have to pay meore for his drink whether he
takes a single shot at a bar or whether he carries it hdme., I do not
think there is a man in Jamaica =, other than those who elther profit
from the increase or those who feel we should not drink - who will
be happy about this increase, Certainly I am not, And I will have
to be convinced with [factes and figures that our rum‘companies have
been losing money to such an extent as to Justify the increase,

You will wemember that it was way back in March of this year
that the big.rum deal took place which merged our three main rum
companies, By that deal Wray and Nephew, Captain Morgan and Edwin
Charley were merged into one new £5 million company known as the
Consolidated International Corporation,

I told you about this merger in my commentary of Monday, March
2lst, I told you that as a result of this merger we now had a virtual
rum monopoly in Jamaica inspite of the fact that;ggree companies
will continue to operate as separate companies, each offering its
own brands of rum in competition with the others, And I told you
that whether you were buying your bottle of Appleton or your bottle

of Morgan or your bottle of Charleys, you would basically be buying



from the same firm, in spite of the different names, Now let me
recall the words with which I ended that commentary of mine on
Monday, March 21st = Just over six months ago. I sald:

"And for all of us, the mixx John Citizens, who like our slug
of rum at the end of the day, the key question is: what 1s this
going to do to priges? Will the man coming off the Job, or the man
coming out of the bush still be able to stop at his rumshop, put
down his sixpence, toss down his drink of white and then continue
on his way home? In other words, is the priee of rum going to go up,
or will it remain the same? This, for the ordinary citizen, is the
most important question, The head of Seagrams, Mr, Bronfman, has
said that this merger is a very good thing for Jamaica, I think we
will only be able to agree with him when we are sure that our
favourite drink is not going to ‘cost us a penny more..."

Those were the exact words I used Jjust over six months ago,
And now we know the answer about price, The cost of our rum has
gone up, and because wWe now have a virtual rum monopoly there is
nothing we can,do about it = except to stop drinking rum, We certainly
cannot say we.will not buy from this company because there is another
which, will give us a better price, That 1s the trouble with monopolies,
The eonsumer must either like them or lump them,

It is for this reason that I personally feel that where you

have a monopoly you should also have a pattern of government regulatims
controlling the prices such monopolies charge the consumer, If this

does not happen the consumer will always be the victim., Goodnight,
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you at the time that I thought this was wonderful news because it
would make it possible for the poorer people in our community to
build and own their own homes, I also told you that under this scheme
it would be possible for a man to put up a house of two-bedrooms

with a dining=-room, kitchen and bathroom for about £900, A man
building such a house would have to put down about £90 and pay between
£5 and £7 a month,

Now this would only be possible if there_ds no waste in labour
and material, if the bullding is carefully¢planned and if interest
rates are reasonable,

Obviously, people like the promotors, of the Mona and Harbour
View Housing Schemes would not be Interested in building such low=-
cost houses, And people like the promotors of Trafalgar FPark would be
even less interested., The margin of profit would be too slight and it
would suit these people very much better to invest their money in
something else,

But Bullding, Secities are different, They came into being in the
first place for the specific purpose of helping people to build houses
And they_came.into being in the first place essentlelly to help the
poorer sectlons of the community by offer them more attractive terms,
and easler terms, But now the Bullding Societies aré saying that
the Development Finance Corporation is limiting the rate of interest
they can charge to 73% as am approved lenders whose money will be
guaranteed, And this, they say, 1s unacceptable. They want to charge
a higher interest, And sc they advise their members hot azxEgrx to
deal with the Finance Corporation. And so not 8o meny houses will be

beullt because the main idea is bigger and better profits, Goodnight,



No 197 Development Finance Cor—oration & Building Societies

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Friday Oct 14 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: You will remember that I told you on Monday that
I was off on a brief trip to Trinidad and that the commentaries you
A LAt v AV A -
have been hearing since Monday have been pre-recordedA Well, some
time this evening, all being well, I will be beck homé, and my voice
and my body will once more be in the same gg;é; at- the same time,

Now for a word about Bullding Socletiessi “Some time last week
the Council of the Building Socletlies Assoc¢iation of Jamaica metwat
St. Ann's Bay to discuss problems. facing the bullding societies. !
Among the matters they discussed was the question of using money
advanced to them by the Devélopment Finance Corporation for the
purpose of making mortgage:loans.

Some of you may remember that I told you about the Mortgage
Insurance Law on two oeéssions, I first told you about it on April
16th after Mr. Arnett had tabled the Mortgage Insurance Bill in the
House of Representatives, I told you then that this Bill gave the
Development Finance Corporatlon the power to 1lssue insurance policies
on mortgages to buy or build houses, I also told you at the time
that the Minister will have the right to refuse to issue a policy
to a lender who charged interest rates which were higher than those
specified under the scheme, I again discussed the Mortgage Insurance
Bill on April 29th, after it had been debated in the House of
Representatives, During the course of that debate, I told you, Dr.
Logan, the Minister of Housing and Social Welfare, had said that
because of the acute housing shortage the government was prepared

to give a 100% guarantee to any lender who lends out his money for the

purpose of bullding houses costing between £700 and £1,500. I tald



No 1968 Report on Jamaica by Chemical Bank N.Y., Trust Co.

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Saturday Oct. 15 at 6,.,15p.m
Peter Abrahames speaking

Good evening: We have lately had a number of gloomy warnings
about the state of Jamaica's eccnomic and financial health. Some
people have seen a recession just around the cornery and others,
often for political reasons, have prophesied gloom and disaster,

One well=known political figure has told mé™in all seriousness that
he expected a collapse in the Jamalicaneconomy within the next six
months, And another person, someone/who,is quite well informed and
who has no political ambitions as far as I know, has told me ecually
seriously that he did not think wescould last another year without
being hit by a bad recession. Now this sort of talk gete around and
tends to undermine confidence, People get jumpy and say what is the
point of saving 1f trouble is coming, and so you have a spending
spree with no thought for tomorrow and in this way we can make trouble
for the country,

Butewhat+is the economic and financial state of the country at
the moment? What does 1t look like to people who are interested in
investing money? Do they see us as being on the brink of disaster?

To answer these wuestions let me tell you about the views of one
of the most influential financial organisations in the United States,.
A friend of mine sent me the September 'International Notes' put out
by the Chemical Bank Yew York Trust Company. This is a cold, factuzal
and businesslike report on Jamaica's economy, It shows how we earn
our living, what we export and how our industrilalisation programme
has grown., It also discusses our trading deficit and says, and now
I am quoting the report: "It should be noted that this is quite a

normal situation for a developing trading economy, and that the risirg



imports are both caused by and paid for by the inflow of foreign
capital and loans noted previously. In all, Jemaica's external
accounts currently appear tc be in sound condition." These are the

words of the report, not my words, The report then goes on to

 discuss our internal situation: let me quote from it again, It sags:

"Internally, the economy's developmmnt efforts  ha&ve been
reflected in a rising gross national product (up\by 300% since 1950)
and a sharply rising per capita income, Nevertheless, price rises
reportedly have been moderate and the government's financial position
has not been strained.7 Jamaica's budget is,divided into two parts:

a current budget and capltal budget, The current budget usually

closes with & surplus (these ranged ‘from £74,000 in 1953/5% to
£2,672,000 in 1957/58) while the capital budget is always & covered
by borrowings, The latter is the instrument through which the
economy's £78.8 million, 1957/68 Ten Year Plan is being implemented,

It is interesting ‘to mote that despite the authorities' natural
interest in industrial development, agriculture is not being neglected
in the Plan,\In fact, no less than 26% of the planned expenditures
have beenwallocated to agriculture, This 1s quite an intelligent
decision and argues well for the government's grasp of the island's
baéic economic structure." There I end the quote from the International
Notes of the Chemlical Bank New York Trust Company. According to them
we are doing allright, brother., The next time anybody tells you
Jamaica 1s golng to the doge you Just tell them that neither the big
ghots of London nor of New York agrees with them, They say our

economy 1is sound and solid. Goodnight.



No 199 Journey to Trinidad

NEWS COMMENMZREY

For transmission on
Monday Oct. 17 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: As most of you know by now, I spent thé best part
of last week down in Trinidad, and with me was Merrick.Needham, R.J.K's
Programmes Director., As a result of our week down,in the South
Caribbean we hope that round about the middlesof Nowember you and all
the other listeners in the West Indies willvhave an an exciting and
completely new listening experience, We planned the setting up of a
news service which will be broadcast at, the same time from four radio
stations, The stations are: R.J.R. in Jamaica, Barbados Redifussion
in Barbados, Radio Trinidad in Trinidad, and the British Guiana
Brradcasting Service in British Guiana., It will be a ten minute news
bulletin which will be heard at the same time throughout the West
Indies, This means tﬁat all the pecple in the West Indies will be
able tc hear the same news at the same time from faraway British Guiama,
through to Trinidad, Barbados, the Windwards and Leewards and so
right up,to Jamaica, To me this is an exciting new adventure in radio,
It 1s,a great combined operation which will bring all the people of
the region closer together as nothing else can, I think the Redifusim
Group of Companies in the West Indies 1s undertaking a real pioneerirg
Job, and I am very proud to be associated with this great undertaking,.

But you will hear a lot more about this in the weeks ahead so I
won't tell you any more now, What I should like to do is to tell you
a little about the impressions I got on the Journey down to Trinidad.

It is flve years ago since I last made the journey down to the
South Caribbean and I was eager to see what changes I would find,

I knew I would not be able to do what I did five years ago, At that



time I got off the plane at each of the British islands and spent one
or two or three days getting to know something of the people and of the
conditions under which they lived., Five years ago I spent three days

in lovely little Antigua and fell in love with the friendliness of its
peoprle and I was impressed with the magnificent job they were going

in agricultural, Mr. V.C. Bird's government had then jjust got going
with ite land programme (and I still think that we in Jamaica can leamn
a great deal from Antigua's agricultural methods)..This time I had only
twenty minutes there, The airport had not changed. It was still the
gsame tiny little place with the same curlo. shop and the same barrack-
like rest-room where you can get your first drink of Mountgay, the
wonderful Barbados rum. And the people were Just as warmhearted as I
remembered them, I checked with a taxi-man and he told me I would be
amazed by the housing developments that had taken place; and agriculture
was even better than five years ago. And then we were off again,
floating through the\blue/sky, with the blue sea far below us, and a
very black=-skinned and very beautiful young mXxx stewardess serving

us drinks and dinner, We stopped briefly in the French island of Martliniqu
where FrenchmeEx policemen with guns watched us suspiclously until we
took off again, Then, late in the evening, we hit Barbados and here I
had my first surprise, They have a delightful new airport building. I
think it 1s the most beautiful in the Caribbean, It is light and
spacious and a real joy to look at., The rest room is very comfortable
and of course their rum and their service is as wonderful as the new
setting which was not there five years ago, Tomorrow I will tell of

my greatest surprise of all: the revolution in Trinidad. So till then,
Goodnight,
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No 200 The Trinidad Transformation

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Tuesday Oct. 18 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The difference between Trinidad today and Trinidead
as I knew 1t five years ago, wes striking, It hit me the moment I got
off the plane at Piarco airport, I felt it in the atmosp;ere of the
place and in the bearing of the people, The immigration people were
brisk and sure of themselves, They were firmly/poXlite and courteous
in the way people are when they are sure.of themselves and of the
fact that they are running thelr own_country and are proud of 1it,
Five years earlier when I had passed through the same airport they
had been indifferent and casual, not caring what impression they made
on the stranger, not proud efnthemselves or thelr country or their
Job, Today all this has\changed. I found a refreshing sureness among
all Phe Trinldadians Ihhet: gsustoms officlals, taximen, newspaper
sellers, hotel rorkers, clerks in shops, from the highest to the
lowest. They all\seemed to know where they were goling. And they all
knew that ¢heir country was no longer the same land it hadvbeen five
years agz.

Five years ago Mr, Albert Qomes headed the government of
Irinidad, It was a strange sort of government, Ilere were no real
political parties, You had a bunch of individual politicians with
no programme of action and they only got together for election
purposes, You had fierce rivalries between the different communities:
the Indians fighting on a communal basis, the Negroes as a sort of
disunited community, and the other smaller groups trylng to play off

the two communities against each other. And of course, Trinidadian

politics were not particularly clean, Indeed, the politics of Trinidad
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was regarded as something of a joke by the rest of the West Indies,
And in the main the people of Trinidad were disgusted and ashamed of
their politics and their politiclans, There was no sense of direction
and no-one knew where they were going., Political developments in
Barbados and Jamaica were so far ahead of Trinidad that 1t looked as
though Trinidad would never catch up with these two islands, That was
only five years ago and I was there to see this situation for myself.
But I was also there to see something else,

Eric Williams had then Just left his jJobon the Caribbean
Commission., When I was there he had held either the first one or the
first gwo of his now famous meetings at Woodford Square, The Péople's
National Movement had not yet been, formed., But people had already
started to talk about this new approach to politics that he offered
them, He was creating a new conscilousness, a new awareness in his
people, Because he khew that thought must always come before action,
he was creating new wéys of thinking in his people, That was the
situation when I left Trinidad five years ago.

Last week I saw the results of this new thinking. It had led to
new actions. it had led to a radical change in the political life of
Trinidad and its people. I think the average Trinidadian 1is, today,
more politically aware and more politically conscious than any other
West Indian @ including us here in Jamaica, They have caught up with
us in political deve%opment: their constitttional set-up is basically
the same as ours, Bughie not all, In some things they have left us
behind, I think they have left us behind in two important respects,
One, they are the first West Indian islandg to have a West Indian
Governor: and two, in terms of political conscéuasness they have left
us and Barbados and all the other islands except Puerto Rico far

behind, Tomorrow I will tell you Jjust how this came about: so till
then, goodnight.



No 201 The Trinidad Transformation (2)

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Wednesday Oct, 19 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Last night I told you how Trinidad had, in five
years, not only vaught up with is in constitutional development but
also how it has left us behind in two respects, I told you that the
two things in which it had left us behind was the fact that it was
the first West Indian territory with a West Indian. Governor, and also
the fact that the people of Trinidad had now_awmore highly developed
and a much more sophisticated sense of political consciousness than
is to be found almost anywhere else in the West Indies except Puerto
Rico. And I promised to try andytelliyou this evening just how this
came about,

It all began with phe Woodford Square meetings, What happened
and still happens at these meetings has now become part of Trinidad'g
political history, For.years to come people will talk and write aboui
the University of\ Woodford Square where Dr, Eric Williams started?ﬁis
road to power, I think it is almost impossible to give you a true
feeling.of what takes place at Woodford Square: you have to see it
for yourself, Eric Willlams prepares a lecture and delivers it in
the same way as any university professor would, There is none of the
showmanship of politiclans, He does not shout; he does not try to
arouse the passions of his listeners, He offers them reason and fact
and a philosophy. He offers them education in politiecs and in 1life,
In the main there are no slogans: there is explanation and there is
clarification, I witnessed one of the early Woodford Square meetings
in 1955 and it was a revelation to me, The vast crowd was quiet and
orderly, raking in the facts and the figures and the closely reasoned
lecture. I had never seen anything like it anywhere, It was something
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completely new in political platform speaking, And so the seeds of
basic political education, of political understanding and of political
sophistication were sown, And when his People's National Movement

was formed the emphasis was again on education, And when the P.N.M,
became the government of the country the education process did not
slacken off, They kept on with it, The result was that _almost every
plece of action taken by the Williams government was /clearly under-
stood by the vast majority of the people.

Then there was something else., To Erie.Williams it was importart
that the people of the country should feel themselves part of the
day=to=-day business of their parliament, The way he dealt with this
was very interesting, On every day that parliament sits everything
that happens 1s recorded and every evening, for one hour, the debates
and arguments that took placein the House are broadcast over
Trinidad's two radio stations, Nothing is cut out., If necessary,
the same debate will run for two or three evenings, 1In this way
the people hear every'detail of what took place in their parliament,
This sort of'shing makes sure that parliament and what happens in
parliament‘pecome a part of the daily lives of the people, They know
their,leaders intimately and politiecs and parliament is not far
removed from them, In addition to this Dr, Eric Willlams holds
weekly press conferences where any questions may be asked and both
questions and answers are broadcast in full for all the people to hea
It is no wonder that the Trinidadians are more politically conscious

than we are today., Goodnight,



No 202 Trinidad: Street lighting; Right~hand drive cars;
and Chaguare s,

NEWS COMMENTARY -

For transmission on
Thursday Oct., 20 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Before I go on to tell you about some of the'
problems of Federation as I have seen them in Trinidad, let me téll
you about a few Trinidadian impressions which stiek 4n my mind,

One thing which made a very strong impressionon my mind was the
fact that I did not see a single left-handfdrién car throughout my
stay in Port-of=-Spain. Indeed, I think.ﬁ)sam only three American
cars and they were right~hand drive.and medium in size, I saw none
of the huge monstrositieg which are,such a common sight on our roads.
When I checked on this I discovered that about two years after the
end of the Second World War the government of Trinidad had introduced
a regulation stopping the Tmporting of left~hand drive cars., In this
respect I think the Trinidadian autihorities have been very much more
sensible and thoughtful of the traffic problem than have been our
authorities, This 1s one case where I should like to see us take a

©
leaf out. of Trinidad's book.

The‘;ther think that impressed me was the condition of Trinidad
streets ‘and street lighting. The streets were wide, clean, paved and
well 1lit at nights, Pedestrians did not have to walk in the streets;
and at nights cars did not have to have their lights on bright in
order to see whether there was anything in the road ., These are small
things, but they are important, They made driving so much easier and
g0 much less of a risk, And children could walk on the pavements
in safety and without fear of being knocked down by cars or trucks.

And now let me tell you about my trip to Chaguaramas.

A friend had offered to take us £m on a trip to what the



Trinidadians simply call 'the islands', These are a group of four or
five very tiny islands off the west coast of Trinidad and they can be
reached in about an hour by car and motorboat. Very many Trinidadians
have bullt weekend cottages on the islands, They are keen boatmen

and numbers of them spend their weekends on the islandsg,and boating
and fishing. But in order to reach their boats to go to the islands
they have to go through the United Btates base at, Chaguaramas, So,

in order to get to the islands, we had to go through Chaguaramas,

My first impression was one of mild shock, Suddenly, in a British
territory, we came to a stop at a military guard post., A soldier,

not in British uniform, inspected us,closely, loocked at my friend's
pass and then waved us on, I had watched my friend closely while all
this went on. Hlis face had become a blank mask, There was a subtle
air of tension and alertness about him, This was hils country, this
was the land in which"he was born, but he could only go through a
part of this land by permission of a foreign soldier., The young
soldier was off-hand, almost casually contemptuous, I had the feelirg
that this was, a‘kind of defenslive agressivenese on the part of the
young soldier. He knew he was an unwanted intruder and so he was a
little\more agpessive than he might otherwlse have been,

When the soldier waved us on we drove off and behaved as though
this was a normal state of affairs, as though nothing had happened =
and indeed nothing had happened, except in our minds, My own mind
was profoundly disturbed as I looked at the beautiful sweep of
Chaguaramas, Time's up so I will tell you more about this tomorrow,

Till then, goodnight,
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No 203 Chaguaramas

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Friday Oct. 21 at 6,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The American base at Chaguaramas is a vast
sweep of roling land stretching across 11,741 acres. ( 54300 acres
of this is made up of hill country, much as our own £St, Andrew
foothills, This means that the total area of Chaguaramas is roughly
a quarter cof the total area of Kingston and.Port Royal combined,
And that, as you know, is quite a large’chunk of land, More than
half of this land 1s level and »mXX% rich, rolling gehitly down to
the sea, The setting is very beautifull{ You see Port-of-Spain
across the bay toc the left, To the.right and misty in the distance,
you see the mountains of Venezuela, And near at hand, immediately
in front of you, the islan@s rise lush and green out of a very calm
sea, Thls is one of the most beautiful sights I have seen in & life
time of travelling.

On the bagse itself beautiful wide roads are laild out and the
Americans have done a fine Jjob of keenihkge the hundreds of acres
in well cared for grass, It 1s estimated that the Americans have
spent somewhere in the region of $116 million West Indian dollars
to get the base into its present condition. That is quite a big sum
of menpy‘in any men's currency. And when you have invested so much
moeny in an undertaking you are naturally reluctant to give it up
Just because somebody asks for it,

Also, the Americans are in Chaguaramas by right of treaty., In
1940, when Britain stood alone in the war agalnst Germany and Italy,

when she did not have the arms with which to fight her enemies or the

means to defend her colonies, the United States gave her fifty old



destroyers 1n exchange for the right to have bases in the West Indiess
among other places, for a period of 99 years, This was a legal and
binding agreement, We may say that it was a haréd bargain, We may

say that the Americans took advantage of Britain's desperate position,
But none of this alters the fact that it was a binding agreement
freely entered into by Britain, and that the Americans are there as

a matter of legal right, I think it 1s very important to get this

point quite clear: the Americans are in Chaguaramas by legal right.

Under theilr agreement with Britaln theys/have the legal right to stay
in Chaguaramas untll the 99 year lease is up. I think on this
question of their legal right there, can be no argument,

But the world has changed radically since 1940, Today Trinidad,
in common with a host of colonies all over the world, is self-
governing, She has control“of her own affairs, And naturally, a
foreign base in one's own country, especially if one has had no say
in the setting up of ‘the base, can be a great irritation, And Dr,
Williams' call, for'the return of Chaguaramas to Trinidad, is part
of this irritation and part of this nationalist spirit of wanting to
be full master in your own land, I find 1t human and I find it
perfectly understandable and I have a great sympathy with it alhtough
I do not think Dr. Williams has always gone about it the right way,
Butthere 1s this basic human problem shown by the incident I told youf
of last night., And the wuestion is: Will it, in the long run, suit
the best intereste of the United States to hold on in a place where
they are not wanted? Goodnight.
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Good evenlng: To sum up this series of comments £rxmm on the
South Caribbean, I should like to give you my impressiomns of the
question of the leadershilip of the Federation., It seems.to me that
this 1is one of the most important questions Jamaica has to face if
she 1s going to stay in the Federation, If(she dis not going to stay
in the Federation then the whole question falls away,

If Jamaica does stay in the Féderation I should like to see
her supply the Federation with its leadership. I think she can; I
think she has the men, and I think/her men have th degree of political
balance and maturity to put the Federation firmly on its feet.

One of the important gifferences between Jameica and Trinidad

which I felt when I was down there, was that we 1n Jamaica seemed
more in touch and more aware of the trend of events 1n the outside
world. I amqmot éimply thinking of things simply happening. They get
more or léss the same news we get from the outside world, I am thinking
more ©of subtle and invisible influences, of the flow of ideas from
the outslde world., It seemed to me that we are in closer touch with
the mood and feeling of the outside world here in Jamaica than are the
people in Trinidad., This, I think, can be & very important counter-
balancing force to a narrowness of outlock which may lead many of us
to think that the West Indies 1s the centre of the world, For instance,
if Mr. Manley had to handle the Chaguaramas issue I don't think he
would have put up the backs of the Americans to the extent that Dr,
Williams did, He would probably have argued Jjust as vigorously and

he might even have achieved quicker results without putting up the



backs of the Americans, It is with this sort of thing in mind that
I feel Jamaica can make a major contribution to the Federation by
supplying it with its top leadership. And at the civil service level
we have men of the calibre of Egerton Richardson and Amthur Brown
and a number of others who are exceptional, Indeed when I saw some
of our experts holding thete between-conference little ddscussions
at the Queenés Park Hotel, I was proud of the guality of the people
we had sent down, And I was not the only one,\On more than one occasim
someone from the smaller islands has told me how impressed they were
by our people., Among the radio and newspaper people it was common
knowledge thet the Jamalcans had the most masterful grasp of the
subjects they dealt with,

But, as one small islander said to me, they seemed unwilling
to act deelvely. And at _crucial points Trinidad Jjust stepped forward
and supplied the leadership when it came to action. And because
this was the only clear and positive leadership, the small islands
flollowed Trinidad's lead, This has led to the charge that the small
islandes are ganging=-up with Trinidad against us. But what do we
expect ‘them to do: wait until Jamaica has made up 1ts mind whether
it 1s going in or coming out? To expect this is, from their point of
view, unreasonable, It seems to me important that we must make up
our minds quickly whether we are going to stay in or get out. And if
we are golng to stay in then we must act decisively to give leadershin
If we don't Trinidad will, Bhe has a wxXX plan and she has the will,
Unless we have the will and a plan we wlll lose the leadership of
the West Indies, Goodnight,
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Good evening: Today 1s Unlited Nations Day. Here in Jamaica we
are making quite fuss about it. There are meetings up an@)down the
country celebrating this day., Later on this evening the Governor, Sir
Kenneth Blackburne will make a speech which will be,broadcast, And
the same sort of thing 1s going on almost ewerywhere in the world
this evening. People are getting together, making speeches and
generally celebrating the fifteenth ®irthday of the United Nations,

Here in Jamaica the celebrationg will be relatively free and
cheerful and hopeful. But there are’countries in the world where the
celebrations will be quiet,and iIn private, There are camps in which
there are many homeless and 0ld and sick people, Most of these
homeless and almost hopeless people will not celebrate United Nations
Day in the way wewdo."® Their celebration will not, strictly speaking,
be any kind ef'celebration., Instead, they will pray. And I am not
thinking. in, terms of dressing up and going to church and kneeling dowm
and then praying. A young refugee woman may tonight be rocking her
child to sleep in some camp for refugees, Very likely there will be
no radio to give her the feeling of sharing in this day's celebration,
Very likely the child might find it difficult to go to sleep because
it has not had enough to eat, Mother and child would be alone and cut
off from the world's celebration, And then she will remember what day
this 1s, and éilently, without any words, she will offer up a prayer
for the life and growth of the United Nations because she is deeply
concerned for the life and growth of her child. And the same sort of

thing will be going on among many different people all over the world:



and I am thinking of the ordinary people, the common people, the small
people; the people whose greatest interest in life is to live in
peace and to earn their daily bread and to walk without fear with
their loved ones beside them, In countries where there is racial and
colour persecution they will remember that the United Natdons is
against all racialism and they will pray for 1t: in cgountries where
there is political oppression they will remember that the United
Nations stands for political freedom and they will pray for it: in
cotintries where there 1s religious persecution they will remember
that the United Nations 1s for religious freedom and they will pray
for it. And so a vast, silent and world-wide prayer from the little
people of the world = from black and brown and white and yellow =
will be the really important part of our celbbration of United Nations
Day.

And this is so because deep down in our hearts we know the
United Nations is.something very special and very unique in the 1long
history of mankind, It is the most serious attempt ever made by
mankind to ‘put an end to war, to put an end to inequality, to put an
end to hunger and to put an end to fear, It has taken mankind more
than 2,000 years to reach this far, And deep down in the dark norners
of our minds we know that this is the greatest moral step forward
that has taken place between men and between nations in all our history.
And so, throughout the world today little men and little women are
praying that we should not fail in this greatest moral venture we

call the United Nations which is fifteen years old today. Goodnight,
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Good evening: Tomorrow we are celebrating a véry important
event in the history of our parliament and of our demoeracy. This
is the opening of the new Legislative Bullding,which is known as
Gordon House, Gordon House 1s named after George William Gordon;
and George William Gordon, as I am sure-most of you know, has gone

what 4s_known as

down in our history as the leader of/tHe Morant Bay Rebellion which
took place exactly 95 years ago this month., You will alsox remember
that as the result of that so-called rebellion George William Gordon
and eighteen others, including Paul Bogle, the leader of the peasants
of Stony Gut in St. Thomas, were hanged outside the Morant Bay
Court House. On top of this some 439 men were executed after only
the most casual trlal = if we can call such legalised slaughter trial,
More than 600 other people, including women, were severly flogged.
Over a thousand peasant dwellings were bumnt down, And the so=-called
rebellion was over, All this had taken place in the last part of the
month ‘of October, in the year 1865 -« exactly 95 years ago.

But that was not all, early in November the Governor, Edward
John Eyre, called the Assembly into sessionxk and invited the members
of our parliament of that day to abolish parliamentary government,
The members did just that, and Jamaica which had gone a long way on
the raod to self-government, became a crown colony once more,

The reason why Jamaica's members of parliament voted to abolsih
parliamentary government 95 years ago was because they were afraid
of the Jamaican people,

Up to that time our parliament had been a planters' parliament,



The vast majority of the people were not represented in it, But things
had begun to change. First, a handful of brown men had got into
parliament; and some of these brown men had raised their voices for

a wider franchise which would give the black majority of the country
a fair share in the running of the country. And the leading figure
among these new men who wanted a wider Jamaican demoecracy was George
William Gordon.

Gordon himself was a very pale brown man whose father was a
Scotman and whose mother was a Negro slave.’ Grodon had taught himself
and raised himself by his own efforts,until he became a very
successful Kingston businessman, He eould, if he wanted to, have
kept his seat in parliament and go_.on making money and lived out
his life in comfort, He was happily married, he was wealthy, he
was respected, He had everythling he wanted personally,

But that was not enough for George Williams Gordon, He had a
strong conscience about his fellowmen and he had a clear vision of
the kind of land he wanted Jamaica to be, Nearly a hundred years
ago he wanted his beloved Jamalca to be the kind of land which we are
now makiﬁg it, A land free of race and colour prejudices; a land in
which every man and woman has an equal voice; a land in which we Judge
each other by our ablility and by our contribution. For these ideals
he laid down his life, and in doing so Goerge William Gordon showed
us the way we must go. He was a great Jamaican patriot and it is

fitting that our new parliament should bear his name. Goodnight,
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Good evening: I hope all of you listened to the debate between
Vice=President Richard Nixon and Senator John Kennedy which was
broadcast over this station 'on Sunday morning., I“think those wf you
who did will agree with me that it was quite an experience, It
certainly gave me a very guch clearer and sharper pilcture of the
basic issues in the American Presidentlal election which these two
relatively young men are fighting., /And it also helped me to under-
stand a little better the points whichiare important and the problems
which matter to the American people,

As a rule when we think of America and Americans our minds
automatically see a picture of wealth, We see America and all Ameriams
as belng rich and comfortable and driving around in big cars, So 0O
was particularly-interested in the argument about 17 million Americans
going to bed hungry each evening, It suddenly made the Americahs more
human for me,~To know that there are hungry Americans, to know‘that
there, are\Americans who face the same problems of shortage of water,
of no electricity, of unemployment, of schooling - all this corrects
the rather false impressions most of us have of America and Americans,

The other thing which struck me forcefully about this debate
was the very real difference between the two candidates on the United
States position in the world today. Mr. Kennedy felt that the United
States has not, during the period of President Eisenhower's Administrtio
play the positive role in world affairs it could and should have, He
felt that the United States could have given the world a greater

lead in the struggle for freedom, in the struggle for economiec



development among the poorer natlions of the world, and in the fight

0
to win men's minds in the world war between communism and democracy.

He also felt that the Russlans were ahead of the United States in

the quality of the rockets they have shot into space, Those of you
listendd will remember his very striking statement that-he looked

up at the moon and saw the Russian flag on it, ~Communism, he said,
was an agressive philosophy which could only be defeated by an
equally aggressive democratic philosophy,send he felt the United Stats
had not been sufficiently aggressive on behalf of democracy. By
implication he promised that if he were,elected next month he would
be an aggressive President further, theé cause of freedom and democracy
everywhere in the world,

Vice=President Nixon replted by listing the amount of aid the
United States had given the world during the present Administration,
He showed how the dictators of Latin American had disappeared, and
he flatly disagreed with Mr, Kenmedy on the wuestion of the influence
of the Uniteéd States in the world today., He pointed to the reception
given Mr, | Eisenhower when he spoke at the United Nations recently
and contrasted it with the response given to Mr, Khrushchev when
he axxrdxhx took of his shoe and banged it on the conference table,
Then he went on to criticise Mr, Kennedy. He said Mr, Kennedy was
undermining confidence in the United States by his statements that
the United States was coming off second best in the contest with
Russia, 1 frankly did not like this aspect of Mr, Nixon's attack on
Mr. Kennedy. But apart from that i thought it was a vigougg and
interesting debate which gave us an interesting insight to the
candidatee, I now know my choice and I should be most interested to

see 1f the American voters will agree with me on November Tth. Goodninht
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Good evening: On Mbnday night of this week I was caught
in one of the worst traffic jams I have ever experienced, As you
know it was on Monday evening that we had one of the hegviest rain-
falls of the reiny period, Monday was also Uni efions Day,and
I was on my way to speak 2t a2 meeting at Moré\\» on the subject
of World Refugee Year. The meeting was f clock, and I thought
I could de the trip quite comfortebly i% ft my home at Red Hills
a little before 6, Q~

It took me about 20 s to get down and then my
trouble started. The little idge a2t the foot of Red Hills was
flooded. A number of cargwgere stalled. I had to drive over a road
that wes at legst a foo ‘SEZZ; water for a long stretch., I was lucky
thet my car did n 1l; but more trouble was waiting for me the
moment I entere bin Avenue. There was a long line of cats
stretching for least a mile in both directioms and there was the
most awful\comfusion,

ome people, about a2 third of the crowd of drivers, seeme
se@o have got impatient with weiting in the line in an orderly
fashion. They got into the middle of the road, trying to get in
front of the drivers who were weiting patiently. A whole streem of
them shot past us and then, of course, they began to block the
traffic flowing into the other direction. The result was one moment
al jem with cars being unable to move either up or down, After
about half an hour, we began to move, but only a few feet in every
five minutes or so; and still there were people who thought it was
smert to try end shoot ahe~d end then ®ut in., One little car of the

new mini minor variety, with a group of reckless teenagers in it,
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swung all the way to the other side of the road, forced the oncoming
traffic to stop, dashed ahead, and then tried to force its way back
into our lane, some 20 cars in front of where it haed sterted. The
driver it tried to squeeze in front of , naturally was more unwilling
to give way to this form of lawlessg barberism =nd %esult was the

there was another hold-up for almost half an ho

An hour and 10 minutes after I enter? bin Avenue, I
crawled out of it, I was late for my apped ent in Morent Bey, I
was bad tempered end in a very anti-<3yfreme af mind.

I have told you this stdxry% e detail becesuse it emphasis-
ed agein something about which I hg complained in these commentar-
ies end something about whichMge number of people have also com-‘
plained: and that is th e%e bad menners and extreme lack of
consideration which ; % be such a common feature among a large
humber of Jamaic potorists,

I thi low of traffic through Dunrobin Avenue would
have held & for not more then half an hour if we had all be=-
haved t, thoughtful end responsible motorists, But instead
of decen®y, we saw the greatest display of selfishness, Instead of
sociasl responsibility we witnessed the rule of the jungle., There
were no policemen in sight and so these anti-socisl types once mgain
got eway with their jungle behaviour, It is these anti-social
people who are responsible for the large number of the eccidents on

our roesds, I think it is time that our authorities dealt firmly and

hershly with these jungle drivers on our roads, Good night,
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Good evening: On Wednesday of last week, October 19th, Sir
Alexander Bustamente published an article in the Daily Gleaner

under the heading "This Menace to cur Future"., I th%:hat this

wes one of the finest, one of the clearest and ov@ e noblest

statements I have ever hesrd or read coming f \ 2, It was §
d

stirring, it was impressive, and it commange respect, I am
te

sure most of you remember thet article 's,

In it, on behalf of himself is perty, he stated two
principles which have guided his p 2l career. The first principle;
was thet capital and labour shomarn to work together: that em-

ployers should respect an %r to their workers; gnd that workers
should lesrn, in spite bad pest experiences, that it is not

in their best intere o try and destroy Cepital, The second prin-
ciple was that p of gll races must learn to live together, to
work togethe %d o respect each other, To Busta these two principles

are fundam nd vital to Jamaica's future., Busta expressed these

princg€;3:> ause he said he was deeply shocked and grieved by a
speech e by NMrs. Amy Gervey, widow of the late Marcus Garvey, during
the celebration of Nigerie's Independence on October first, The words
Mrs., Gervey spoke and which had compelled Sir Alexander's reply were,
eand now I quote "European netion are going down, and twilight is com-
ing on them, They are looking to the blgckmen for mercy". And later &
on in the speech Mrs, Gervey went on to s2y and I 2gain I quote "As
blackmen =2nd woman you must stand up end claim your country, dedicate

your lives to Jamaica, acquire the economic stability the 90% of the



population should have in relation to the 30,000 Chinese here".
Those were the words of Mrs, Garvey, spoken on October first during
the celebrations of Nigeria's Independence; and those were the words
Sir Alexander Bustemante felt so strongly about that he wrote the

erticle expressing the two principles which have guided his political

career,
As a result of Busta's erticle, two mem @his Jamaica

Xey were compara-

cription of one of

Labour Paerty resigned. It later turned out
tively new mémbers. And Buste returned th
them with 100% interest. And then on ey of this week the
Council on the Afro-West Indian Af blished a reply to Busta in
the Glesner under the heading " lac must gather inspiration", In
their reply they s2id in ef t a2 blackmen is not yet a first
class citizen in Jemaica, y seid thet a sinister shade prejudice
still exists in Jama d then they set out the aims and objects
with which they ho change this state of ef affairs, Among their

objects are : so reform, reform of our educational system, a change

in the econo ’E\@tructure of Jemeaica, and the eraqdication of race =and
imInation by law, Tomorrow evening I will tell you what

this whole question, so till then good night,
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Peter Abrahams speeking.

Good evening: Lest night I told you the background to the
argument on race and colour which led Busta to stati;EES two prin-

ciples, This evening I want to give you my own @ s and feelings

on the whole question,

First there is the question of Pride. o far as Mrs, Garvey
wants to encourage pride, self respect sense of industry in
the black Jamaicans, I am with her, / it is good for a country

and its people that they should hg\bh ide in their lend =nd pride
in what they 2re, I see nothi wrong in Negroes encouraging other

Negroes to be better and int with pride a2t the achievements of

Negroes., The question J ve the Negroes in Jemaica reason for

pride? My enswer is' Draw up a list of all the judges in Jamaica
You will find that the vast majority of

I think this is ceuse for pride . Do the

religious and spiritual leaders, from the Lord Bishop down are black,

Look at your civil servents, here again the majority of them are black,

I think the moment we draw up such a list, will we realise
how false is the charge that the blackman in Jamaica is a second class
citizen, ILook at opur perlisment? Look into any department of Jameice
life and you will find black Jamaican citizens occupying positions of

honour and distinction, This I feel is cause for pride. And telking

eabout Parliement, those of you who zre interested in Cuba might like



to know that although there is a lerge Negro community there, there

is not a single Negro in Castro's Cabinet .

Now let us look at poverty. The majority of Jamaicans are poor.
The majority of people in any country in the world ar<;i;’r. The
majority of the poor in England are Englishmen; t\@ ity of the
poor in France are Frenchmen, It is like the 1?&*. out the world,
In China the majority of the poor are Chine %e then say there

people are poor because of their colour?

Poverty is & very problem bot% aica and in meny other parts

of the world., And wherever you find\ ty you find it most among the

largest number of the people. Pwy is ealways found among the major-

ity in any community, whatsv%ir race or colour, To suggest that

the majority of black pe n Jameica ere poor because they are black

seems to me dead wr hey are poor because our conntry is poor and
also because of uality of ability that éxist émong men; then

too, there ear e ults in our sociel system, snd the fact that there
are more 0 than there are opportunities for advancement, A‘And be-

cause e ack folk are in the majority, more of them are pgor.

Jamaice must deal with the problem of poverty; Jamaica is dealing
with the problem of poverty. You know better than I how Jamaica hes
changed over the past 20 yeers, There is more work; there‘is more
opportunity. A first-class education is now within the reach of the
poorest child who has ebility. There is progress all right, but Qe must
keep it end enlerge it,

. And finelly, the real power in Jamaica today is in the hands of
the majority of its people: the ordinery voters. And I think the way

they have used that power has been 2 lesson to the world. In spite of
shade prejudices and all her faults, I find Jemaica the freest country
in the world for the negro and that is why I agree with Busta's two
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Good evening: On Friday of last week our press and radio
reported on a difference between our Ministry of Agricudture and our
Ministry of Trade and Industry on the question of imported potatoes,
Anddxm this of course was reported mainly as_.a ciash of personalities:
as a clash between Mr, Wills Isaace and Mr., 'Keble Munn, with Mr,
Manley stepping in and taking part, To/me the story behind the clash
of personalities is very much more important than the personality
business.

The story itself 1s very simple. An importer, Mr. Dudley Hosang,
had got a permit from the {Trade Board to import 2,500 bags of Irish
potatoes, But the permdt specified that the potatoes should not be
brought into the country until November lst = that is until tomorrow,
However, the ship-wcarrying the potatoes arrived in Kingston Harbour
early on Wednesday morning and dock workers completed the unloading
of the potatoes on Thurday evening., Now the great thing sbout this
2,5004bags, of Irish potatoes 1s that although they have had to come
all the way from Canada to Jamaica, and although the importer has
had to pay transport and other costs, these potatoes can be sold for
less than our own home-grown potatoes, While we have to pay a sixperme
for a pound of potatces grown in Jamaica, we can get a pound of potatoes
from Canada for five pence, .

The local potatc growers and distributores, on the other hand,
do not want the potatoes from Canada to come in yet, They say they
still have stocks of locally grown potatoes on their hands and if the

potatoes from Canada came in they may not be able to sell what is left
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of the home grown crop. And sc¢ they have made representations to
the Ministry of Agriculture to keep out the Canaddan potatoes, The
Ministry toythe matter to the Cabinet and you had the big row,

Now what are we, the consumefs, to think of this whole affair?
I should imagine that the argument of the Ministry of Agriculture
would be something along these lines: It is the duty of -our Ministry
of Agriculture to protect and encourage our local‘agricultural
undertakings, If we don't protect and encourage our, local agriculture
it may get into even more serious difficulties than it now faces,
Our farmers are entitled to a decent and fair réturn for their efforts

But surely, there 1s something seriougly wrong with our

agriculture if home=grown potatoes ecannot compete with potatoes
grown thousands of miles away, EWory'found of the potatoes from
Canada has had to be grown, ﬂraped and then transported to a ship and
loaded; then it had to be Carried the thousands of miles here, unloaded,
transported to the importér; and then the importer has had to :
distribute it tothe retaller, And after all the charges for a;l
this it can ®#till sell for a penny less than our home-grown potatoes,
It seems_to me that there is something seriously wrong here, If the
Canaddan sotatoes can sell for 54 then ours should be able to do so
too. Whiie I agree with a measure of protection for our agriculture,
I think the consumer 1is entitled to a measure of protection too, Mr.
Allen Isaacs has himself protested against the high’priceé charged
for some of our local foodstuffs, Keeping out cheaper Canadian

potatoes 1is not going to help to bring down prices....Goodnight,
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