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Introduction

Table 1: Demographic information of participants

Role modelling and role models in clinical setting

Participants Characteristics | Numbers  |% Participants Characteristics Numbers |% = 100% of respondents agreed that role models are important and that their
= Process in which faculty members exhibit clinical skills, model and articulate Age 21-24 3 49 | [Year of Study Year3 17 2 motivation in deqtal school was.impacted by role models (their clinical tutors)
. . . 25-28 26 37 Year 4 11 L5 through observation and emulation.

thought processes and demonstrate positive professional characteristics. 25-32 8 11 Year 5 31 44
— fjj *:ﬂ 1 e —— ';:::dw ;i E = The majority of respondents indicated that clinical tutors impacted their
« Learn professional skills and attitude and shape their personality. Behaviours of Female 61 26 clinical tutors EZEEEE 1 15 confidence in thelrocareer choices, their professional life, personality, values
role models affect learning more than formal teaching and influences the 2 days 2 week ! : and general well-being,
motivation towards learning. Ethnicity | East Indian |43 60 According to you, Professional attributes only |5 7 = Students identified POSitiVe Clua“ties of a role model as haVing gOOd
African  [18 N | e A > knowledge of the subject; demonstrating clinical skills; development of
= Positive and negative role models - Clinical tutors must understand that their aucEsEn 1, P | P toronl personality, | °7 student-teacher interactions; empathy and respect for patients; giving
interactions and behaviours can impact students both positively and negatively. Other ‘ ‘ values & general well-being immediate and meaningful feedback.
, , . = Students identified negative qualities of a role model as lack of ability to
* This study, first in the Caribbean, was proposed to explore the clinical dental Table 2: Student’s perception towards role modelling impart knowledge; lack of respect towards patients; lack of empathy for
students’ perception of clinical tutors as role models at UWI, St Augustine and to Yes Ne | Domt patients; humiliating students; lack of meaningful feedback.
determine the attributes associated with positive and negative role models. Number of Participants (9%)
Do vou believe that role modelling is important? 100 _ _
Public health relevance Did yvour Role Models change during different phases of yvour life? 72 27 1 o
Clinical students spend a substantial course time with their clinical tutors that _ — _ _ _ ConCIUSIOnS
results in active and passive learning of professional skills and humanistic i —————————————————— - S
behaviours. Encouraging development of positive role models will result in e A R s | . o |
development of well-rounded, competent health professionals with positive Are there clinical tutors who have characteristics of a negative role model in the DDS | 91 3|6 LAt t.h.e School of I?entlstry, clinical tutors were identified 4> bgpg both
humanistic attributes for our community. : posmye anq negative .role .models .by students basgd on their clinical and
Positive Traits of Clinical Role Models Clstongy Postive DiNegatve teaching skills, professionalism, ethics, and personality.
ClNeutral
ObjeCtiveS 2 I I 1y 2. Therefore, the clinical tutors must be aqure of the .influenc.e of rol.e.models
3 on the students and the various qualities associated with positive and
. . o 2 =i [ = W negative role models to optimize learning in dental education, ultimately
1. To gauge the importance of role modelling amongst the clinical dental students. g © | | IHHHHHHH HH HIHH | resulting in competent dental professionals.
2. To explore dental student’s perceptions of clinical tutors at the School of Dentistry. g | - [ LN N il |84 il
3 » =L L Fal ety 10 s i 3. Atinstitution level, training programmes and seminars for clinical tutors are
3. To determine qualities of positive and negative role models. a1l TLL i Il recommended to facilitate development of positive role models.
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