“Trin bago o fflcmls |

“hope for solutlon
to deaf problem
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AN - TRINBAGO. which

represents  steelbands in
[ Trinidad and Tobage
announced yesterday that sleei
band lcaders, tuners and ar-
rangers are shorily to meet
Ear Specialist Dr. Mohammned
A.-Aziz to diseuss the problem

an increasing number of pin-
men in the country.

Dr. Aziz reported Tast’ meek
that steelband players were
ing numbers at the General

Throut Clinic which he heads,

)

ness in the country which was

blem,

ot Pan Trinbago, and Mr, Peter
i | Aleong, - yesterday pmised ‘Dr.,
Aziz for making public  his
clinical findings, a development
which, they sasid, they: had
pruviously auspected to bo lhe
case

“What Dr. Azlz has ‘done,”
Mr. Augustus .said, “is glven
scieniific evidence to what we
have suspected for some t{ime
basea on our, layman s observa-
tions,

“As far as the steelband is
concerned we have been aware
of the* effect of noise on.the

e —

do some research on our own,

“We are grateful to-Dr. Aulz
for his study 'in. thig fleld and
hope to work -with’ him to~find’
a solutionp to the problem 80
that the future of the steel-

way.”
The Trinbago officials also

be earrylng out tests on all
members of'two leading steel-’
bands whose names are to be
annovnced  shortly.

Dr. Aziz has also prqmlsed
to assist the association with a
|lecture ,and film show - pro-
gramme on deafness for = the
er.hghtenmenl of all panmen.

The ° association  stressed,
- | however, that individual * pan
| players who wished to be in-
volved in the programme
shmﬂd not ‘ go direct to Dr.
! Aziz, but should apply througn
\ Lhe association,

! Mr. Augustus also stated that

Mr. Roy Augustus, president

plas’ers‘_ hearing,* and tried to

band is not hampered in any-

announced that Mr, Aziz would |

S

. |Dr. Aziz had made two sug-

gestionz which might help to
elimimte. the degree of- noise
causex{-' by the steelband.

One ‘was the standardisation
of bands in one key which
would ° cut down the tuner's
work; and socondly, deveclop-
ment of a ‘ noise shicld * whica
panmen could wear and which,
while eliminating- some of the

of deafness which is affecting| nojse caused by hitting the

pan, would not affect the note
itself . 7738 (L

Mr. Augustus also 'saxd that

seeking treatment in increas- plans were .afoot to develop

machinery which would do the

Hospital’s 'Ear, . Nose - and carly preparation of the pans

and leave the tuner free for

the really important technique
and he expressed concern nt .
the general Increase in deaf- "E putling in the notes.

.*The ‘machine,” . Mr. Augus-

« | becoming a puhllc heall,h proe tus said,. “‘would. eliminate “tha

tedious - ezrly work of slnking

I_L GEORGE GODDARD,
former president of the
Steelband Association and a
noted panbeater in hils time,
said yesterday that he suflers

fgom defective hearing. — a
f:ngcne' from. his steeiband

days,

Commenting ‘on an exclusw

and grooving the pans, and '1
all ths tuner would have to do 5
is put in'the notes.”

Mr. Augustus- agreed wh 1
Dr. Aziz that pan Runers were
the worst affected by the noise
due to the long hours they |,
had to put in. & i

“Tre affect’ of all Lhc Awnise
on their hearing is obvious,”
he szid, “from the fact thut
the first pan tuned is always |
«0 much ‘sweeter’ than the

vthers.. This is directly due
to the fact that the longer a
tuner works on pans the.more
his sense of = hearing loses‘
some of its keenness.”

Both Mr. Augustus "and M|
Aleong’ stressed that panmea
should not be afraid that the
dange. of deafness meant the

Goddard’ heaﬂﬁ#

defectlve

“Sunday Guardian' renort that

‘the noise of steelband playing

was making panmen deal, Mec.

Goddard said that 15 vears ago

he reported this to 1he Prime

Minlster with certain _recom-
niandations,

Among the recommendations,
he raid. was that pan tuners,
who suffer the most, should be
emdioved by the State for 2
pericd of ten.years ,and then
oiven ‘a gratuity because they
kre almost certainly hound to

-; (Sce Page :) R

suﬂ‘er from heanng nroale'ns\
from the constant beating ;of
the pans during tuning.

“Nohody . in’ Trinidad lnves

the steelband more than 1, he

sarl, “‘But I think we have to

be serivus about the side eects

ol its noise not only on the play-

ers but on residents in the view-

nity of a steelband yard.”

He {hkought that fnding a

solution fo the proble:mn was nat

beyond the ingenuity of (he

peaple who, had created Llao

steclbend in the first place.
Ile added that he did not

think the possibility of deafness

would deter young people from

beating pan.

“Now that the problem has

becn - given prominence by an

ear specialist”, Mr. Goddard

sa1Z,” “we should be able to do

something about it. The coun-

important, should be grateful
to Dr. Aziz for his study on the

subject”,

try to whom the steelband is so|




