ABSTRACT

There have been ongoing concerns with the use of peal moss based prowing media duc to its cost
and envinmmental implications. Damping off is a discasc causcd by Puhivm spp. known to
causc significant economic losses 1o farmers. The objoctives of this shady were 10 evaluate the
characteristics of compost a5 & potting media and disease suppressor of damping off. A complete
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seedling emergence. Two parameters, anoclaved inoculated and inoculsted was done for cach
tréatment in three replications. The germination percentage, physical, chemical and microbial
eouposition of compost was cvaluated. Various ratios of compost and promix were used to ¢aory
oul the experiment Ratias included Grass compost 100%, Banana compast 100%, banana ot
grass and promix 4:1 and banana or grass end promix 30:50. Genmination percentage was
highest in the promix (86%) and (33%). Banana and grass compost recorded lower germination
percentages of (0%) and (3.3%) respectively. This can be attributed to the chemical composition
of the compost rather than its physical characteristics. The evaluation of compost as a discase
suppressor showed no significancs between deva or treatments,



