Subject:
Re: The Coyaba Chronicles
Date:
Thu, 28 Oct 1999 09:00:07 -0400
From:
peter abrahams <coyaba(@cwjamaica.com>
To:
Frank Pike <frank.pike@faber.co.uk>
References:
1

Dear Mr. Pike.

Many thanks for your laying out of the the problems and possibilities for
the

Coyaba Chronicles. Publishing seems indeed to have changed since I began my
association with Faber. I would, of course, prefer to have Faber as my
publishers of first resort. The next best thing is to have Faber arrange
whatever the new process is to be. So the question is: Is Faber still my
publisher of first choice whatever the detailed arrangements? If the answer
is

yes then I will leave everything in your hands to proceed as you think best.
I

would like, for instance, to have the basic contract to be with Faber, with
Faber dealing with Ian Randle, David Philip and anybody else. This is part
sentiment and old habit and part unwillingness to get involved in the
business

side of publishing. My mind is already into some new writing projects and I
do

not want the distraction of dealing with the business side. If this is what

is

implicit in your latest communication then I am happy to leave things in
your

hands. Please let me know if we are in agreement on this point.



Dear Mr Abrahams,

I'm sorry not to have replied before now to your message of the 26th. Before
giving you a categorical answer | wanted to double- check with colleagues
(including one whose acquaintance with your work pre-dates mine). It is one
which I give with decidedly mixed feelings, since it obliges me to
acknowledge explicitly to myself what I already implictly knew - that
Fabers and publishing generally have changed to a point where many 'obvious
Faber books' can no longer be characterised as such, whatever their merits.
While up to now I've been trying to 'keep the door open', I'm now persuaded
that I'm deluding myself that there is a realistic chance of Fabers

publishing The Coyaba Chronicles. This not to say there is no readership
here for the book, but that we would not adequately serve it.

In the absence (so far) of a formal response from South Africa, my very
strong advice would be to give Ian Randle control of UK rights. Even if he
failed to find a British publisher he would be able to arrange distribution

here far earlier than might otherwise be the case. This opinion is partly

based on seeing what happened to a really excellent biography of a leading
ANC/CP figure published in South Africa with great success by David Philip.
The author (based in the US) insisted on retaining UK rights personally but
has to the best of my knowledge failed to find a publisher here.

I am happy to carry on as intermediary, but on further reflection I feel
frankly (and this is something I have discussed with disinterested parties
outside Fabers) that [an Randle is better equipped than I am to negotiate
with David Philip or other publishers in South Africa or the States, and his
position will get stronger as production proceeds and he is able to offer
detailed costings. We have now sub-contracted administration of our
contracts to an outside firm, but I can still get sound advice on

contractual matters if needed.

Please don't hesitate to raise any further queries you may have.
With best wishes,

Frank Pike



Faber and Faber Limited

Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 3AU

28 October 1999

Peter Abrahams Esq
Coyaba

PO Box 20

Red Hills

St Andrew

Jamaica W.1.

Dear Mr Abrahams,

Telephone 0171 465 0045
Fax 0171 465 0034
http:lfwww faber.co.uk

Thank you once again for your patience. The main reason [ have kept you
waiting (as I have hinted) is that The Covaba Chronicles presented me with

Matthew FEvans

a publishing dilemma which got if anything more acute the better I
understood the book’s merits.

John Bodley
Walter Donohue Tt d i I habe Th lted. T
Vialeriz Efins nat understanding owes much to others I have consulted. It was
Tob I immediately obvious (again as I think I hinted) that a very important
Toby Faber g o i
Laurence Longe segment of the potential audience for the book was outside the UK -
Julian Loose specifically Jamaica and South Africa for a start. Your account of
fﬁm M ;‘;;”’:/” Jamaican domestic politics over the last three decades or so has an
M””fg” fé /f‘: impressive personal authority simply on first reading: I have discovered
Peter Simpson since, that for a Jamaican reader it also has an urgency that is to a degree at

Registered office as above
Registered in England

number 944703

odds with the timetables of current metropolitan publishing. I now
appreciate better your own sense of urgency — Jamaican readers need this
book as soon as possible! This not to say there are not readers in the UK,
South Africa and elsewhere who won’t value the book simply on its merits:
the sheer quality of the writing and the element of personal testimony
which gives i its authority.

Among those I consulted is lan Randle, whose name and reputation I
assume you are familiar with, and he 1s enthusiastic about your book ,
which he sees as important and timely. He feels strongly that production
should begin as soon as reasonably possible. Rather than delay further, I
should like to propose that he originates the book, with the arrangement of
editions or sale of copies in other territories to follow, rather than attempt to
‘edit’ it to make it equally attractive to its various readerships. Bridget
Impey of David Philip is interested but has still to make a commitment,
and I’'m reasonably confident it should be possible to find someone in the
States to take it (you may have your own ideas). As I think I mentioned, our
schedules are nowadays run in such a way that I think it highly unlikely we



could get it out in less that eighteen months from now. I have grudgingly to
admit that it may be in the book’s best interests to find another UK
publisher who can move more quickly. The door is not yet shut, however —
though it could be.

The foregoing will no doubt come as a surprise and to a degree I'm surprised
(and not a little sad) to find myself suggesting it. However it is the result of
much anxious thought and discussion, drawing on the advice of well-disposed
and and well-informed publishing colleagues who hold you and your work in
admiration and respect. Do please give it sympathetic consideration. If you
agree | will immediately put you in touch with Tan Randle.

With all good wishes,

P\. T.'} N
\
Frank Pike



Faber and Faber Limited
Publishers

3 Queen Square

London WCIN 34U
Telephone 0171 465 0045
Fax 0171 465 0034
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Matthew Evans
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Valerie Eliot
Toby Faber
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14 September 1999

Peter Abrahams Esq
Coyaba

PO Box 20

Red Hills

St Andrew

Jamaica

W.L

Dear Mr Abrahams,

Electronic problems prevent me e-mailing you, so I.hope this letter doesn’t
take too long to reach you. I thought I should let you know I shall be out of the
office until the first week of October. Since I was last in touch I have
continued to take ‘soundings’ and can fully-appreciate your sense of urgency
and will do all I can to reconcile this with the demands of ‘scheduling’. I hope
the imminence of the Frankfurt Book Fair will help in this regard.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

AN
Rl
Frank Pike



March 15, 1999 Coyaba

P.O. Box 20
Red Hills
St. Andrew.
Jamaica.

Ms. Amabel Gee

Head of Rights

Faber & Faber Ktd

3 Queen Square

London WCIN 3AU
‘MHNE BOY

Dear Miss Gee,

Thank you for your note of March 1 and the copies of the proposed Option
Agreement with Herbert Martin. I have examined it very carefully and I have
decided not to sign it.

These people want too much for too little.

In any event I am not prepared to sign away all the subsidiary rights listed in
the document - film, television, radio, videocassettes etc; including any possible
new means of presentation and production now not known. And once the number
of required performances are carried out, the Play (the proposed musical adaptat
ion of my book hand the Work ( Mine Boy) shall be deemed merged forever and in
perpetuity and all grand performing rights (that is, dramatic rights) may be dealt
with throughout the world solely by the Purchaser or his assigns. This is
unacceptable. I am prepared to lease the rights to the making of a musical based on
my novel Mine Boy, with reasonable sharing of ancillary proceeds. I am not selling
or transferring those rights to anyone in perpetuity; and I am not agreeing to any
merging of primary and subsidiary rights to undermine my copyright control. .

The gap between what they want and what I am prepared concede seems to
me far too wide to be bridged by further negotiation.

Yours sincerely

Peter Abrahams



March 29, 1999 E-mail: coyaba@cwjamaica.com

Coyaba
P.O.Box 20
Red Hills
St. Andrew

Mr. Frank Pike,
Faber & Faber Ltd

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 3AU

England
Dear Mr. Pike,

I am in the middle of a book, The Coyaba Chronicles: Reflections on the
black experience in the 20* century.

I hope to have it done toward the end of this years.
My questions are: 1) Can we communicate by e-mail?
If yes, what is your e-mail address.
2) Can I let you have the text of my manuscript by floppy
disk when it is ready?
It would be easy, convenient and economical.
If you prefer to have the usual printed ms I will do it that way.

As you can see I am having fun with the new technology - though it has
its problems.

Best regards

Peter Abrahams



26 March 1999

Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

PO Box 20

Red Hills

St. Andrew

Jamaica

Dear Mr Abrahams

Thank you for your letter of 15 March. I have tried to reach you by phone but without
success.

I understand your concerns and we are prepared to ¢ancel the negotiations if that is

Faber and Faber Limited " : . 3
Pillichirs your wish. However, [ just wanted to clarify a few issues first.
3 Queen Square If we cannot agree to these terms, Herbert Martin will use another story to fit
London weiy 34U Ellington's music, which would seem a shame as I think the association with a Duke
Erame Ll 7 dop OUdY Ellington musical would be beneficial to your book
Fax 0171 465 0034 HE Y ;
http:/lwww. faber.co.uk ) ) !
Apparently the terms proposed are standard for the author of a work on which a
Matthew Evans musical is based because of the large investment which has to go into producing a
John Bodley stage musical. It is a similar outlay to a feature film.
Patrick Curran
Walter Donohue - s
Viloiiz Elist You are concerned about the merger of rights. I wanted to clarify that the merger and
Toby Faber Herbert Martin's control-of the rights would be only in respect of the newly created
Julian Loose muscial stage production. Herbert Martin would have no control over any rights in
JG/”” MfL”':/" the novel itself and you would still be free to sell film, tv or stage dramatizations of
M””jofg. /e;’ the book in a non-musical capacity. You would receive a share of any income from
Peter Simpson sales of rights in the stage production.
Registered office as above [t would be useful to discuss the matter further with you over the telephone. I will try
Registered in England and call you again or. if you were able to give me a quick call (0171 465 7531).1
number 944703 :

could then telephone you straight back so that Faber picks up the phone bill. The time
difference obviously makes matters more complicated. 1 will only be in the office for
two days next week - Tuesday 6th and Wednesday 7th April because of Easter and
a book fair. Herbert Martin has an absolute deadline of 15 April 1999 so I am afraid
we do need to make a final decision fairly quickly.

Y 1y much look forward to hearing from you.
|

Amabel Gee



@ Subject: RE: Coyaba Chronicles
Ceyaba_Lettersi.lnk Date: Tue, 24 Aug 1999 10:12:17 +0100
From: Frank Pike <frank.pike@faber.co.uk>
To: "'coyaba@cwjamaica.com™ <coyaba@cwjamaica.com>

Dear Mr Abrahams,

I did indeed receive your disk on the 16th, and my pc maintains 1 e-mailed
you the same day. The fact you seem not to have got that message may have
something to do with our recent system up-grade, so I'd be grateful if you'd
confirm if you get this message!

I have made two copies of your text, which I hope will help reduce the time
you have to wait for a considered response, but I fear it will be longer
than you'd like.

With all good wishes
Frank Pike

> ---=-Original Message-----

> From: coyaba@cwjamaica.com [SMTP:coyaba@cwjamaica.com|
> Sent: 24 August 1999 00:25

>To: frank.pike@faber.co.uk

> Subject:  Coyaba Chronicles

>

> Dear Mr. Pike

>

> Have you received the disc?
>

> Peter Abrahams



Subject: Coyaba Chronicles

Date: Wed, 1 Sep 1999 11:12:42 +0100

From: Frank Pike <frank.pike@faber.co.uk>

To: 'Peter Abrahams' <coyaba@cwjamaica.com>

Dear Mr Abrahams,

I don't have anything in particular to report, but I wanted to say that to

me not the least of the attractions of the personal tone of your text is its
evocation of the social ambiance of the fifties and its reminder of Peter du
Sautoy, my first boss and the main reason why we are having this
correspondence. Those were the days when you decided to publish a book and
then worked out how to sell it; now it's virtually the other way round! So

now I have to persuade others to read your book and am not doing too badly
so far - but it is time-consuming. Now ['ve read it myself I share your
impatience - though that counts for less than we'd like.

With all good wishes,

Frank Pike



Subject:
Re: The Coyaba Chronicles
Date:
Thu, 28 Oct 1999 09:00:07 -0400
From:
peter abrahams <coyaba(@cwjamaica.com>
To:
Frank Pike <frank.pike@faber.co.uk>
References:
1

Dear Mr. Pike.

Many thanks for your laying out of the the problems and possibilities for
the

Coyaba Chronicles. Publishing seems indeed to have changed since I began my
association with Faber. I would, of course, prefer to have Faber as my
publishers of first resort. The next best thing is to have Faber arrange
whatever the new process is to be. So the question is: Is Faber still my
publisher of first choice whatever the detailed arrangements? If the answer
is

yes then I will leave everything in your hands to proceed as you think best.
I

would like, for instance, to have the basic contract to be with Faber, with
Faber dealing with Ian Randle, David Philip and anybody else. This is part
sentiment and old habit and part unwillingness to get involved in the
business

side of publishing. My mind is already into some new writing projects and I
do

not want the distraction of dealing with the business side. If this is what

is

implicit in your latest communication then I am happy to leave things in
your

hands. Please let me know if we are in agreement on this point.



Subject:
RE: Coyaba Chronicles
Date:
Tue, 12 Oct 1999 11:10:16 +0100
From:
Frank Pike <frank.pike@faber.co.uk>
To:

coyaba@cwjamaica.com™ <coyaba@cwjamaica.com>

Dear Mr Abrahams,

The Frankfurt Book Fair starts tomorrow and, although I won't be there
myself, discussions will be taking place there during the week which should
allow progress to made. As a very significant proportion of the readership
for the Chronicles is outside the UK (Jamaica and South Africa being the
most obvious examples) it's desirable to talk to the people on the ground.

I'll be in touch as soon as I have news; thank you for your continued
patience.

With all good wishes,
Frank Pike

> comee Original Message-----

> From: coyaba@cwjamaica.com [SMTP:coyaba@cwjamaica.com]
> Sent: 17 September 1999 21:49

>To: Frank Pike

> Subject:  Re: Coyaba Chronicles

>

> Dear Mr. Pike

>

> Today I stumbled on your message of August 16 telling me you
had received

> the



Subject:
The Coyaba Chronicles
Date:
Thu, 28 Oct 1999 10:50:04 +0100
From:
Frank Pike <frank pike@faber.co.uk>
To:
'Peter Abrahams' <coyaba@cwjamaica.com>

Dear Mr Abrahams,

Thank you once again for your patience. The main reason I have kept you
waiting (as | have hinted) is that The Coyaba Chronicles presented me with a
publishing dilemma which got if anything more acute the better I understood
the book's merits.

That understanding owes much to others I have consulted. It was immediately
obvious (again as [ think I hinted) that a very important segment of the
potential audience for the book was outside the UK - specifically Jamaica
and South Africa for a start. Your account of Jamaican domestic politics
over the last three decades or so has an impressive personal authority

simply on first reading: I have discovered since, that for a Jamaican

reader it also has an urgency that is to a degree at odds with the

timetables of current metropolitan publishing. I now appreciate better your
own sense of urgency - Jamaican readers need this book as soon as possible!
This not to say there are not readers in the UK, South Africa and elsewhere
who won't value the book simply on its merits: the sheer quality of the
writing and the element of personal testimony which gives to it its

authority.

Among those I consulted is Ian Randle, whose name and reputation I assume
you are familiar with, and he is enthusiastic about your book , which he

sees as important and timely. He feels strongly that production should

begin as soon as reasonably possible. Rather than delay further, I should

like to propose that he originates the book, with the arrangement of



editions or sale of copies in other territories to follow, rather than

attempt to 'edit' it to make it equally attractive to its various

readerships. Bridget Impey of David Philip is interested but has still to

make a commitment, and I'm reasonably confident it should be possible to
find someone in the States to take it (you may have your own ideas). As I
think I mentioned, our schedules are nowadays run in such a way that I think
it highly unlikely we could get it out in less that eighteen months from

now. | have grudgingly to admit that it may be in the book's best interests

to find another UK publisher who can move more quickly. The door is not yet
shut, however - though it could be.

The foregoing will no doubt come as a surprise and to a degree I'm surprised
(and not a little sad) to find myself suggesting it. However it is the

result of much anxious thought and discussion, drawing on the advice of
well-disposed and and well-informed publishing colleagues who hold you and
your work in admiration and respect. Do please give it sympathetic
consideration. If you agree I will immediately put you in touch with Ian
Randle.

With all good wishes,
Frank Pike

I'm sending a copy of this message by regular mail



Subject: Coyaba Chronicles

Date: Tue, 23 Nov 1999 11:39:27 -0000

From: Frank Pike <frank.pike@faber.co.uk>

To: 'Peter Abrahams' <coyaba@cwjamaica.com>

Dear Mr Abrahams,

Although I haven't heard back from South Africa (where I've just sent a
reminder), it seems to me the ball should be set rolling as far as

publication in Jamaica is concerned. As Jamaica and South Africa are the
most significant markets for your book I think it important that you

receive if at all possible a full home royalty on sales in those territories
rather than a share of export 'price received' . I have now had a formal

offer from a Jamaican publisher: as you may have guessed, lan Randle. He is
keen to publish next autumn, and is proposing a royalty of 12.5% on a
hardback and 10% on a paperback sold in the Jamaica and the Caribbean
against an advance of $US3000, payable one third on signature and the rest
on publication. As it stands this offer is for world rights; at least for

the moment I would prefer his exclusive contractual territory to cover the
Caribbean and the Americas only: I think I should be in a position to offer
a South African publisher at least the whole of Africa and possibly other
parts of the Commonwealth as exclusive territory.

Ian Randle has sent me a draft contract which I still have to check

carefully through. I could send you a copy now but it might be better to

wait until I have a document I can recommend you to sign. I'm flattered you
should ask me to act for you but a trifle nervous of the responsibility.
Fortunately I have good friends in publishing who know your work to whom 1
can turn for advice now we no longer have in-house contracts department (or
a du Sautoy).

Let me know what you feel about the foregoing.
With all good wishes,

Frank Pike



Subject:
Re: Coyaba Chronicles
Date:
Fri, 26 Nov 1999 09:05:34 -0500
From:
peter abrahams <coyaba@cwjamaica.com>
To:
Frank Pike <frank pike@faber.co.uk>
References:
1

Dear Mr. Pike

Thanks for your latest.

I am not clear on one key point. You are negotiating for publication with
others

outside the U.K.

but what about publication within Britain? You will remember I asked on
October

28th whether Faber itself will be my publishers of first choice. Your
reference

to no in-house contracts is worrying.

Has Faber itself ceased publishing? Or is it that you do not want to

- published

this particular book? Please clarify this point for me as soon as possible.

Best regards
Peter Abrahams

Frank Pike wrote:

>
>
- Although [ haven't h ou i el've



May 20, 1998

Ms. Amabel Gee
Faber & Faber Ltd

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 3AU

Dear Ms. Gee

I refer to your letter of May 12
re MINE BOY.

Your records will show that when I
left John Farquharson Fabers agreed
to act as my literary agents and we
agreed on the terms. So it is not a
matter of taking over rights.

Please deal with Mr. Handman in this
context.

Your sincerely

Peter Abrahams



Faber and Faber Limited
Publishers

3 Queen Square

London wein 340
Telephone 0171 465 0045
Fax 0171 465 0034
httpffwww.faber.co.uk

Matthew Evans
John Bodley
Patrick Curran
Walter Donokue
Valerie Eliot
Toby Faber

Tom Kelleher
Julian Loose
Chris McLaren
Joanna Mackle
Jon Riley

Peter Simpson

Registered office as above :
Registered in England

\

number 944703

\

N\

12 May 1998

Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

PO Box 20

Red Hills

St Andrew
Jamaica

Dear Peter,
MINE BOY

We have received an enquiry from Stanley Handman on behalf of Herb
Martin, regarding the possibility of acquiring dramatic-musical stage rights in
MINE BOY. Faber's original contract with you did not grant us these rights
but I understand we took over various rights after you left John Farquharson.
Would you be happy for Faber to negotiate the sale of these rights or would
you rather 1 referred Mr.Handman direct to you? I do not yet have many
details about their proposal as 1 wanted first to clarify the rights situation.

I very much look forward to hearing from you.

~With best wishes

/ - |

/, ) ’, \ e /i/
b5 el it W e & \
Amabel Gee

—

Head of Rights



Faber and Faber Limited
Publishers

3 Queen Square

London Wcin 3AU0
Telephone 0171 465 0045
Fax 0171 465 0034
hup:lfwww.faber.co.uk

Matthew Evans
John Bodley
Patrick Curran
Walter Donokue
Valerie Eliot
Toby Faber
Julian Loose
Chris McLaren
Joanna Mackle
Jon Riley

Peter Simpson

Registered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

1 March 1999

Mr Abraham
Coyaba
P.0O.Box 20
Red Hills
St. Andrew
Jamaica

Dear Mr Abraham
MINE BOY

Further to our correspondence last May, our film/drama agent has now
concluded negotiations with Herbert Martin for the stage musical rights in
MINE BOY. 1 enclose four copies of the contract. Could you please sign all
four and initial the change inclause 20 as marked. Please return all four
copies to me and | will have them countersigned by Herbert Martin. We will
theyt forward you a copy of the fully - executed contract.

[ )
ith best wishes

Amabel Gee
Head of Rights



Faber and Faber Limited
Publishers

3 Queen Square

London WCIN 3AU
Telephone 0171 465 0045
Fax 0171 465 0034

Matthew Evans
John Bodley
Dennis Crutcher
Patrick Curran
Giles de la Mare
Valerie Elior
Toby Faber

Tom Kelleher
Julian Loose
Joanna Mackle
Peter Stmpson

Registered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

29 April 1997

Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

P O Box 20
Red Hills

St Andrew
Jamaica

Dear Peter Abrahams,
PATH OF THUNDER

I met last week with a South African film director who is extremely keen to
option film rights to your novel PATH OF THUNDER. His name is Darrell
Roodt and previous credits include CRY FREEDOM. *

He is keen to develop the seript himself and has asked if we would consider
a token signature advance in respect of a tiered option. This would probably
mean something in the region of $500 for an initial term of one year which
could then be stepped towards a standard percentage of any film deal. In the
first instance he wants to be able to work on a script to put forward for finance.

Frank Pike tells me that he thinks there has been film interest before now. I
just wanted to check with you what your thoughts were on this and whether

you would be interested to pursue.

Do let me know if you would like more information on his past credits.

Margére
Rights



944-2580

.COM'
Red Hills P.O.Box 20
St. Andrew. Jamaica.
May 28, 1997
Ms Margaret Halton
Rights Director
Faber & Faber
3 Queen Square
London WCIN 3AU

Dear Ms Halton
I know something about Darrel Roodt's credits so there is no need to fill me in.

If Fabers think this is a worthwhile project to persue then please do go ahead. I would
have thought that Mr. Roodt would be more interested in my novel A NIGHT OF THEIR
OWN which is very much more immediately relevant to the goings-on in present-day
South Africa and its efforts to come to terms with some of its most deepseated still-to-
be-resolved problems. For instance, the difficulties the Truth Commission poses for
many people who were part of the former govemnment. THE PATH OF THUNDER is, of
course, a simpler and younger book. And from the little I have seen of Mr. Roodt's work
I would have thought that A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN would prove a deal more
challenging than a simple and rather out-dated inter-racial love story of nearly fifty years
ago. In any case , proceed as you think best, always, of course ensuring the integrity of

Yours sincerely

Peter Abrahams.



THE UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST INDIES

Mona Campus
CABLE AND TELEGRAPH MONA, KINGSTON 7
“UNIVERS"™ i JAMAICA

PHONE: 92-71661-9

OUR REFERENCE

January 14, 1997

\J
Faber & Faber Ltd. \ f\%
53 Shore Road ,,A'Qﬂ
Winchester MA 01890-2821 W\,&
Dear Sirs,
Re: Permission to Reproduce Material
The University of the West Indies Distance Education Centre is preparing to publish student
learning materials for a course titled English for Academic Purposes, to be delivered by distance
mode.
The course writer wishes to include the material identified below, for which you hold copyright.
Author: Peter Abrahams
Title: "A Wreath for Udomo", 430 words appearing on pages 304 - 305 (copy attached)
Year of Publication: 1965

This is to request permission to reproduce the material. We plan to produce 200 copies of the
manual, at first printing, based on anticipated student enrolment.

Since we are a University Centre, funded by governments of the Caribbean region, and not a
private organization, we hope you grant the permission as a courtesy.

Please complete the permissions form below and return to us by fax: (809) 977-3494.
Thank You.
Yours truly,

/Ju ban—tc T)QA“/

Joanne Blake
Editor



We, as owners of the reproduction rights, agree that the University of the West Indies, Distance
Education Centre may reproduce the material stated above for the purposes given.

We require no fee / We require a fee of ............... for these rights.

(Delete as appropriate).

Please e-mail any questions to jblake @uwimona.edu.jm
dtibby @uwimona.edu.jm



No. All about him, Everywhere. Drumbeats everywhere. Low and insistent, And as he listened,
the drumbeats increased in tempo but not in volume. Then he recognised them. Talking drums; and
they said:

Udomo traitor Udomo die.

And behind them were others whipping up feeling.

Udomo traitor Udomo die.

He flung the single sheet from his body and sat up.

He swung his feet off the bed and reached for the bedside lamp.

Udomo traitor Udomo die.

A split second before he switched on the light he knew he was not alone. There were two
men in the room with him; one at the window, one at the door.

Udomo traitor Udomo die.

He recognised them in the light. These two had guarded his house night after night for
months. But now they were not dressed in party colours. They were naked, except for loin-cloths;
and their faces and bodies were painted.

Udomo traitor Udomo die.

Udomo fought down a wave of terror. They had long knives in their hands. They
watched him with glazed, unrecognising eyes. Nothing hostile about those eyes. Just glazed.
Heads cocked, listening to the drums. Breathing attuned to the beat of the drums.

Udomo traitor Undomo die.

The drums were getting at him too. He shut his eyes and fought off their effects. The
tempo of the drums increased, kept increasing. The man at the window began to shiver. His feet
started a tattoo on the floor. The man at the door shut his.eyes as though in a trance, swayed a little
where he stood. The drumbeats went through Udomo.

Udomo traitor Udomo die....

Udomo traitor Udomo die Udomo traitor Udomo die.

Udomo's heart beat with the drums. He felt each thud all over his body till he did not know
which was heartbeat, which drumbeat.

"Stop this!" he roared; and now there was fear in his voice.

The man at the window widened his circles, began to move about the room. The knife-hand
of the man at the door moved quickly. Both men glistened with sweat. A hint of foam showed at
the lips of the man at the door.

"I'm Udomo! You know me! I freed you! I freed you! You hear me! Udomo! Your leader!"

But they did not hear, seemed dead to the voice that had stirred them to tears and action in
the past. They heard only the drums. And the drums now seemed everywhere: inside the room,
under the floor, above the roof, everywhere—inside their hearts. Inside even Udomo's heart.

Udomo die Udomo die Udomo die.

(Peter Abrahams, A Wreath for Udomo, 304-305)
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SEPTEMBER 28, 1995

Iucy Vickery
Permissions Controller
Faber & Feber |

3 Queen Street

London WCI1N 3AU
Englend

Dear ks Vickery

Your letter detgg/iﬁgu%é§§lgjué§/arrived
yeSterdP.y. ‘(—__{jl— P

#ill you please deal with IF, Berkeley.
Febers handles my work worldwide.

You mey wish to check wheti.er the Faber
edition of A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN is still
in print as I think Dr. Berkley may only
know of the American edition which was
pullished by Knopf many years ago.

Yours sincerely



Faber and Faber Limited
Publishers

3 Queen Square

London wein 3av
Telephone 0171465 0045
Fax 01714650034

Matthez Evans
John Bodley
Dennis Crutcher
Patrick Curran
Giles de la Mare
Valerie Eliot

TE Faber

Tom Kelleher
Robert McCrum
Joanna Mackle
Peter Stmpson

Registered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

31 August 1995

Peter Abrahains
'Coyaba’

Red Hills, P O Box 20
St Andrew

Jamaica

West Indies

Dear Peter Abrahams,

A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN

We have received the attached request from Constance E Berkley who
would like permission to make three photocopies of the above book for
use on her Africana Studies seminar.

As the request comes from the U.S., I was not sure that it came under
Faber jurisdiction. You may like to deal with Doctor Berkeley direct on
this but I have kept a copy of the request and if you would prefer us to
handle it on your behalf do let me know.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Lucy Vickery
Permissions Controller



Remittance  Remitancenn. 030238 Faber and Faber Limited
Advice Date 26-10-94
Paoe ‘) Distribution & Accounts
Pay method € Burnt Mill, Elizabeth Way
Harlow, Essex CM20 2HX
Telephone 0279 417134
Peter Abrahams
Coyaba Head offices
Red Hills Faber and Faber Limited
P O Box 20 St Andrew 3 Queen Square
Jamaica **BANK** London WCIN 34U
Wi Telephone 071 465 0045
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams Fabbaf London WC1
VAT registration no. GB 572 9170 23
Date Description Our reference Your reference Amount
31-10-94 | ROY STATEMENT 019708 116.00

FF00004/02
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Head Offices Royalty/Fee Statement
Faber and Faber 1td.
3 Queen Square

London WCIN 34U Royalty No. 019708
Telephone 071 465 0045 VAT Point 31-0CT-94
Facsimile 071 465 0054 Royalty Period 01-SEP-94 To 30-SEP-94
VAT registration no. GB 572 9170 23
Fayee Peter Abrahams jhm¢1 Peter Abrahams
Coyaba Publisher
Red Hills
P O Box 20 St Andrew VAT Reg. No.
Jamaica **BANK** Author No. 030238
Description Quantity Price/Value Rate U —— ?ﬁ;’(

"FO0004/02 Mine Boy/Heinemann Internation
\dditional Earnings

tnglish Language Rights Royalties from Heinemann 90.00 % 116.00 X
27 home 699 export sales for period end 30.6.94

3alance Due Carried forward to Remittance advice £ 116.00

Any correspondence on this statement showld be sent to:

AV LA ATTIT

Royalty Controller, Faber and Faber [td. VAT shown on this mmvowe



Faber and Faber Limited
Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 34U
Telephone O71 465 0045
Fax 071 465 0034

Matthew Evans
John Bodley
Dennits Crutcher
Patrick Curran
Giles de la Mare
Valerie Eliot

TE Faber

Tom Kelleher
Robert McCrum
Joanna Mackle
Peter Simpson

Registered office as above
Regrstered in England
number 944703

20 July 1994

Peter Abrahams
"Coyaba"

Red Hills P.0O. Box 20
St Andrew

Jamaica

West Indies

Dear Peter Abrahams,

I have shown to my colleague, Giles de la Mare, the
letter and form about renewal of US copyright in
This Island, Now, sent to you by Curtis Brown, New
York. Since 1992, we have stopped renewing US
copyright formally in titles where we control the
rights since the additional benefits of the new
system seem relatively slight in most cases. Even if
you don't formally renew, your copyright is now
automatically protected for another forty-seven
years, and you can formally renew at any time if
that seems desirable. This might be the case if
there were any sub-leases outstanding, but my
understanding of our correspondence of 1984 is that
everything had reverted to you from Knopf.

I hope this helpful. If you have any doubts don't
hesitate to let me know.

With all good wishes,
yours sincerely,

Frank Pike



Faber and Faber Limited
Distribution & Accounts

Burnt Mill, Elizabeth Way,
Harlow, Essex CM20 2HX
Telephone 0279 417134
Facsimile 0279 417366

Marthew Evans
Tom Pasteur
John Bodley

Denmis Crutcher

Giles de la Mare
Valerie Eliot

T.E. Faber

Tom Kelleher
Joanna Mackle
Suzanne McDadd
Robert McCrum
Peter Simpson
Patrick Curran
Brigid Macleod

Registered Office

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 34U
Telephone 071 465 0045
Telex 299633, Faber G
Registered in England
number 944703

16th September 1993

Our Ref: AW/PC

Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P O B 20
St Andrew

Jamaica W I

Dear Mr Abrahams,

In reply to your letter dated 6/9/93 please
accept our apologies for sending your
Italian royalties via Curtis Brown. Our
records have been amended accordingly. We
will include the adjustment from 80% to 90%
in your next payment _and would also
apologise for this error.

We would also confirm that we have checked
the 1980 correspondence and have made sure

our records are correct in passing on 90% of
these rights.

Once again please accept our apologies for
any inconvenience you have been caused.

Yours sincerely

/ :L(,(/L A O f’ \C/f

Alan Winwright—
Royalty Controller




XXXXXXXXXX
0944-2580

September 6, 1993

Nr. Alan Winwright, Royalty Controller
Faber & faber Distribution & Accounts
Burnt Mill, Elizabeth Way

Harlow, Lssex CM20 2HX

Englend

Dear Mr. Winwright

I heve just received from Curtis Brown & cheque for £582,.53 sccompani-
by 2 Faber royalty stetement of proceeds from the I1t=lian publishers
Edizioni Lavoro which, accoiding to 2 Curtig Browm notation, wes paid
to them in error. This is dated August 274 1693+ lhis suggests that
Gtiuere is some confusion @2bout the Curtis- Brown connection which needs
cieering upe Curtis Erown hrd nothing (to.do with this particular mattc
In July of 1986, long after I had ceased using Curtis Brown-John Farquk-
son £8 my literary egents, Msrio Bertin of Levoro wrote me asking for
permission to bring out en ltalian~ediftion of TELL FHEEDCM. I possed u-
letter on to Miss Judith Fiennes{at Feber end she workeddf out the
contract. So way is Curtis Brown now used as & conduit for payment on u
deal they had nothing to do with? The details and the copy of tue contrsc

shou.d be on file at your Lendon office. ©So ,please, do not channel my
royalities tarcugh Curtis Brown on an automatic basis. I reelly want
minimesl relations with them; ana only where essential. Perhapse little
background will be of use to you.

<
‘e

I ceased using John Farquharson in May of 1980 as my literary agento:
Perquherson are now Curtis irown. hr. Matthew Evans has a copy of *hat
letter, doted lay 8, 1980 on nis files. Llhat letter also said that from
that d=te Faber would handle #ll literary business on my behalf., So all
contrects entered into after May of 1980 have nothing to do with Curtis
Brown., Indeed there are & few contracts wanich h-d b en handled by
Parquharson-Curtis Brown which have since expired and new contracts for
the same work hed been handled by the Fsber office. For instence the
German rights in MINE BOY7 WILD CONQUEST, THE PATH OF THUNDERYZ end

TELL FREEDOM heve all reverted to me and in a contresct deted Jesnuary
2:th, 1990, worked out by Fasber, the first of these titles ill be
r2published b Alexander Verlag end the others will follow. So Curtis
Brown will hrve no irt*erest in even these early works which tney had
handled originally. So, plesse, trest the es1rnings of esch work on its
medit »nd render unto Curtis Lrown only thet to w ich they 21e entitled
and to Abrahams-Feber what is their due without Curtis Brown as conduit.
May I suggest that whoever handles the details of this matter femiliarise
themselves with the contr-ct and correspondence files at Fesber's London
cffice.

Finally, in the stotement of August 27. "~
I note » deduction of 20% to me'r «

Mr., Matthew Evans wrs %

agency fem. T ¥



CURYLS BROWN

JOHN FARQUHARSON b
162-168 Regent Street, London WIR 5TB ADVIQ:E‘-,Eg-}E
Telephone: 071-872 0331 Fax: 071-872 0332 :;‘?;[_]Ejif?;'s
VAT Reg. No. GB 238 6905 33
i= 7 This Advice Note should be retained
. g for VAT and income tax purposes.

MR FETER ABRAHAMES It is also our invo!irul:e for commission and VAT thereon.

COYaRa, RED HILLS F.0.

87T . ANDREWS

SAMATCA . WEST INDITES Your VAT No.

CURTIS BROWN

L ] shows below details of the amount due from

FABER & FARER YOUR SHARE TTALIAN TRANSLATION ROYS
"TELL FREEDOM" FAID TO US IN ERROR

Currency Local Currency Sterling Sterling
Exchange rate to £1
Gross earnings
VAT received
Deductions Deductions
Sub-agent’s commission
VAT on sub-agent’s commission
Foreign Tax
CONTRA BE2 . 53
Our commission
VAT rate VAT on our commission
Total deductions 58253~ e T
Net amount due to you SB2.53
Code 0101 Net amount charged
to your account with us




Head Offices Royalty/Fee Statement
Faber and Faber Ltd.
3 Queen Square
London WCIN 34U RUMwWAb- 876499
Telephone 071 465 0045 VAT Point 31-JUL-93
Facsimile 071 465 0054 Royalty Period 01-JUN-323 To 30-JUN-93
VAT registration no. GB 572 9170 23
Payee PETER ABRAHAMS Author PETER ABRAHAMS
C/O CURTIS BROWN GROUP LTD Publisher
VAT Reg. No.
Author No. 030003
Payee Aje 030003
SCTIpL ] celVe VAT
Description Quantity Price/Value Rare our hare Total | 7oy
FF11777/04 Tell Freedom/Edizioni Lavoro
Additional Earnings
Translation Rights Royalties from Edizioni 80.00 % 582.53

Lavoro (Italian) for the period ending 31.12.92

Balance Due Carried forward to Remittance advice

Any correspondence on this statement ~horldl be sent ro:




CURTIS BROWN

162-168 Regent Street, London W1R 5TB Telephone: 071-872 0331
VAT Reg. No: 238 6905 33 Fax: 071-872 0332

REMITTANCE ADVICE

OL3Ea37Y
27AUIGYSE

MR FETER ABRAHAMS

COYARAG, RED HILLS F.0.

8T, ANDREWS WE  ENCLOSE
JAMATCA, WEST INDIES

For MR FPETER ABRAHAMS
Date Advice note Amount Date Advice note Amount
27/08/93% 2293 DE2.53

Total payable H8R.53




Faber and Faber Limited
Distribution & Accounts

Burnt Mill, Elizabeth Way,
Harlow, Essex CM20 2HX
Telephone 0279 417134
Facsimile 0279 417366

Matthew Evans
Tom Pasteur
John Bodley
Dennts Crutcher
Giles de la Mare
Valere Eliot
T.E. Faber
Tom Kelleher
Joanna Mackie
Suzanne McDadd
Robert McCrum
Peter Simpson
Patrick Curran
Brigid Macleod

Registered Office

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 34U
Telephone 071 465 0045
Telex 299633, Faber G
Registered in England
number 944703

2nd August 1993

Our Ref: AW/PC

Mr Peter Abrahams C.D.
Coyaba

P.0O. Box 20 Red Hills
St Andrew

Jamaica

Dear Mr Abrahams,

In reply to your letter dated 19.7.93, I
have checked with Curtis Brown regarding
details of the payment of £661.42 and
discovered that this was no one total
payment but several payments.

I have enclosed copies of the statements for
these payments and they were included in the
payment of £6934.96, which we sent to you in
1992. However, these particular royalties
should have been paid via your agent, hence
they are trying to claim back their
commission. If this does not meet with your
approval, please let me know and I will take
the matter up with Curtis Brown.

Please ‘accept our apologies for any
inconvenience this may be causing you.

Yours sincerely

At ik

Alan Winwrigﬁ
Royalty Controller




Coyaha
P.0.Box 20, Hed Hills
St, Andrew

July 15, 1993.
ks Sandra S5ljivic
Permissions Controller
Faber & Faber
London

Dezr Ms Sljivie

Lhask you for your letter of June 30.

I heve no objection %o your =greeing tc
newind Productions adapting %his Islend Now
for brosdcest on BBCoR=dio 4 provided:

a) No rights ¢ ‘future film or radio
production elsewfiere but porticulerly
in Africa . sre compromised;

the

b) thet/besic integrity of the text and

spizit\of, the novel =sre respected.

fours sincerely

Pe ter Abrahsasms



Faber and Faber Limited
Publishers

3 Queen Square

London WCIN 34U
Telephone 071 465 0045
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Cables Fabbaf London wct
Fax 071 465 0034

Matthew Evans
John Bodley
Dennis Crutcher
Patrick Curran
Giles de la Mare
Valerte Elwot

TE Faber

Tom Kelleher
Robert McCrum
Susanne McDadd
Joanna Mackle
Brigid Macleod
Tom Pasteur
Peter Simpson

Registered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

" 30 June 1993

Peter Abrahams
"Coyaba"

Red Hills, PO Box 20
St Andrew, Jamaica
West Indies

Dear Mr Abrahams

We have received a request from Rewind Productions for permission
to abridge This Island Now for dramatisation on BBC Radio 4.

Rewind Productions were established in 1989 and are apparently the
largest and most prolific independent supplying the BBC. They have
produced various comedy, music and drama programmes including:

Comedy Showcase (8-part series where celebrities read their favourite
pieces of humorous prose)

The Billy Bunter Stories (the Goodies reading extracts)

Walking on Sunshine (6-part series on Caribbean music presented by
Eddy Grant)

Mission Investigates (award-winning 12-part drama about Ed Mission,
the world’s worst private detective)

And they would like to adapt This Island Now for broadcast in early
1994. Is this something you would like us to agree to? BBC fees for
radio dramatisation are currently at £8.31 per min.

Yours sincerely
s

Aoweai_

Sandra Sljivié
Permissions Controller



Mﬂy 26 ’ 1992 .

A, Winwright

Royalty Controller

Faber & Faber Ltd
Diztribution & Accounts
Burnt Mill, Elisabeth Way
Hsrlow, Essex Cli20 2HX

Dear Mr., Winwright,

The attached, which ceme by registered
post, should obviously have been asddressed
to you, not to me.

Will you plesse take it from here.

Yours sincerely

Pe ter Abrshams



January 28, 1992

Ms Sendra Sljivic
Permissions Controller
Faber & Faber Ltd

3 Queen Sguare

London WC1l 3AU
Englend

Dear Ms Sljivic

Thenk; you for your letter of Jenuary 9 which
wgs ﬁ&ong time in resching here.

My posititon on South Africa remsins besically
the seme &s it has alweys been, even before the
worldwide imposition of sesnctions; which is
that I do not wish any of my work to be
reprinted in South Africa until Apartheid hes
been abolished in e2ll its menifestattions.

This, clearly, has not yet happened despite
the gredusl lifting of ssnections,

Yours sincerely

Peter Abrahsms



Faber and Faber Limited
Publishers

3 Queen Square,
London WCIN 34U
Telephone 071 465 0045
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London wci
Fax 071 465 0034

Matthew Fvans
John Bodley
Dennis Crutcher
Patrick Curvan
Giles de la Mare
Valerre Eliot

TE Faber
Robert McCrum
Joanna Mackle
Brigid Macleod
Tom Pasteur
Peter Simpson

Registered office as above
Regrstered in England
number 944703

9 January 1992

Peter Abrahams
"Coyaba"

Red Hills, PO Box 20
St Andrew

Jamaica

West Indies

Dear Mr Abrahams

It is now some time since Joy Hill left Faber and Faber and the
stream of requests to reproduce copyright material is endless!

I did notice recently among notes that Mavis Pindard, Joy’s
predecessor, had left, reference to your wish that your work should not
be reprinted in full or in extract form in South Africa while sanctions
are in operation.

In view of the gradual lifting of sanctions at the present time I would
be most grateful if you could clarify what position you wish us to take
now with regard to requests to quote from your works. I have a
particular request in-mind. A post-graduate student at the University
of Durban-Westville is compiling an anthology of extracts from South
African autobiographical writings and wishes to include an extract
from TELL FREEDOM.

I enclose a copy of the letter and will be happy to follow your
guidance on this matter.

Yours sincerely

i
/

)‘ii L //<./

/

Sandra Sljivié
Permissions Controller
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Department of English
University of Durban-Westville
Private Bag X 54001

Durban 4000

South Africa

19 November 1991

The Chairperson
The Editorial Board
Faber and Faber
3 Queen Square
London WCIN 3AU

Dear Madam/ Sir,

I am at present engaged in research for my doctoral dissertation
into South African autobiographical writing published in the last

four decades. In additien to this, I am in the process of
compiling an anthology of extracts from such autobiographical texts
for publication purposes. It seems to me that such writing has

particular significance at present; over the last forty years it
has acquired a centrality which currently makes 1t even more
important —-—- [ believe —— than fiction. I am interested in the
complexity of political, cultural and discursive practices which
have given the South African autobiography this rather unusual
status. But I am keen, too, to encourage this popularity, for it
seems to me that there is much to be learned from the life
experiences of a diversity of South Africans. At this crucial
historical moment of negotiation and reconstruction, the
autobiography —-= with its insights into personal truths -- can be
a facilitator. Furthermore, it is unique as a genre which does
much to empower those whose voices and identities were denied by
apartheid.

South African autobiographical writing spans a great variety of
textual appreaches and appeals to a wide readership, from the
finely- wrought intellectually sophisticated text to the text which
is aimed at those acquiring literacy skills; from the deeply
serious to the humorous; involving children, women and men from all
classes and races. [ believe that an anthology of representing the
range of South African autobiographical writing would be of
interest to a popular readership (in and out of South Africa) as
well and that it would also be useful as a teaching text.
Moreover, I feel sure that an anthology of passages from a range of
autobiographical texts would provide a stimulus to readers to
explore many of the original texts, texts which might hitherto have
been unknown to them.

I plan to arrange extracts in chronological order (viz., in terms
of the period under discussion in the passage). I am drawing up a
preliminary list of texts for inclusion. The list is still rather
tentative; it is probably over long at present. However, in order



to finalise a selection of texts for inclusion, 1 need the
permission of copyright holders. I thus ask your permission, as
copyright holders, to wuse (if circumstances permit) in this
anthology extracts from the following autobiographical texts
published by yourselves: : ' ‘

' 3.6. Millin: The Night is Long;
. Abrahams: Tell Freedom; - ¢
B. Breytenbach: A Season in Paradise;
B. Breytenbach: The True Confessions of an Albino Terrorist.

By the way, could you be so kind as to let me know aof any others by
South Africans which you may have published? 1 would be most happy
to discuss this further if you have any queries.

Yours faithfully

Judith E. Coullie (Ms)



Faber and Faber Limited
Distribution & Accounts

Burnt Mill, Elizabeth Way,

Harlow, Essex CM20 2HX
Telephone 0279 417134

Matthew Evans
Tom Pasteur
John Bodley

Dennis Crutcher

Giles de la Mare
1. E. Faber

Joanna Mackle
Robert McCrum
Peter Simpson
Partrick Curran
Brigid Macleod

Registered Office

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 3AU
1elephone 071 465 0045
Tolex 299 633, Faber G
- Registered in England
number 944703

9th January 1992

Ref: AW/EH _

Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

P O Box 20 Red Hills
St Andrew

Jamaica

Dear Mr Abrahams,

In reply to your letter dated 4.i2.91 and your FAX
11.12.91, please find enclosed your royalty statements.
The amount of £6934.96 has been sent direct to your bank
National Commercial Bank Ltd, A/C ~306000152.

I trust that this is now in order.

Yours sincerely

A Y
/‘Z‘T\ (/‘., OGNV ‘,/)6‘(
#
A. Winwright —
Royalty Controller

o KOO



PETER & DAPHNE ABRAHAMS
COYABA

P. 0. BOX 20, RED HILLK

ST. ANDREW, JAMAICA

TEL. 0944-258Q

November 28, 1991

Ms Ros Edwards, Head of Rights
Faber & Faber Ltd

3 Queen Square

London WC1N AU3

England

Dear lMs Edwards

Re: The View From Coyaba

Thank you for your letter of Novéfﬁber 8 which reached me only
yvesterday.

I am not at all familiar with the financisl details of contract.-
msking in the books-into-films business so I shall need a greaf
deal of advice and guidance from Faber.

For instance are the OPTION, SET-UP BONUS, PURCHASE PRICE and .
CREDIT proposals as set out in your letter the standard ones for
such arrangements?

I am not excited about tying up any piece of work of mine for
twelve months for the amount mentioned. And I am curious about
OPTION fees and SET-UP BONUS being treated as literary advances
deductible from future earnings. Is this how it really goes?

And is the PURCHASE PRICE with its miniscule 24% royalty
standard for this sort of deal?

I am interes$ted in answers to the above in order to comment
intelligently and give you a reaction one way or the other,

But perhaps most important of all is the integrity of my book
in translation into film., I would need firm assurances about this.
And''would be helpful to know who Bill Wallace is and who the
proposed screenwriter is and what he/or they have done as some sort
of measure of what to look forward to.

I have seen some excellent films made from books; I have also
seen some appalling ones, hence my concern to be as clear as
possible from the outset.

Yours sincerely

Peter Abrahams



Faber and Faber Limited
Publishers

3 Queen Square,
London WCIN 34U
Telephone 071 465 0045
Telex 299633, Faber G
Télegrams

Fabbaf London wci
Fax 071 465 0034

Matthew Evans
John Bodley
Dennis Crutcher
Patrick Curran
Giles de la Mare
Valerre Eliot

TE Faber
Robert McCrum
Joanna Mackle
Brigid Macleod
Tom Pasteur
Peter Simpson

Regrstered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

8 November 1991

Peter Abrahams
"Coyoba"

Red Hills P O Box 20
St Andrew
JAMAICA

West Indies

Dear Peter Abrahams
Re: THE VIEW FROM COYOBA

I have received an offer for television and film rights in your book, as
follows:

1 OPTION: $750 for an initial option period of 12 months,
commencing upon execution of a more formal agreement; extendable
for an additional consecutive 12 months by the payment of an additional
$750 prior to the expiration of the initial option period.

2 SET-UP BONUS: Upon the book being placed into development or
production with a major or mini-major studio, as those terms are
customarily understood in the entertainment industry, Mr Abrahams
would receive a set-up bonus of $5,000; and, should the book be placed
into development at a non-major or mini-major studio, a set-up bonus
of $2,500.

3 PURCHASE PRICE: Should a motion picture or television
production based upon the book be produced, then, by not later than
the commencement of principal photography of such production, Mr
Abrahams would receive $50,000 and 2-1/2% of 100% of the Picture’s
net profits if the production is a feature motion picture; or $25,000 and
2-1/2% of 100% of the Picture’s net profits if the production is a
television/cable production; in either event, less monies previously paid.

4 CREDIT: Mr Abrahams would receive a single card main title
credit, the same size as the credit received by the screenwriter, and all
paid advertisements received by the screenwriter.

5 MISCELLANEOUS: As is customary, sequels and remakes would
be at 50/33-1/3, and television royalties to be negotiated in good faith.
All other matters subject to good faith negotiation.



I would be most grateful if you could let me have your comments as
soon as possible. The offer is being made by Basil Wallace via the
Gersh Agency in Beverly Hills, California.

Yours sincerely

@P Qﬂ[\)

Ros Edwards
Head of Rights



Remittgnee

Remittance no.

Faber and Faber Limited

Advice Dare u30c -?’ s
Page 31-10-91 Distribution & Accounts
Pay method L Burnt Mill, Elizabeth Way,
S Harlow, Fssex CM20 2HX
Telephone 0279 417134
COYASA Faber and Faber L td.
RED HILLS - Faber Music Lid.
J AMAICA London WCIN 3AU
W1 Telephone 071465 0045
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams Fabbaf London WC1
Date Description Our reference Your reference Amount
30-09-91 | ROY STATEMENT 6572655
FF11777/12 409.21

Remittance total ‘

409.21



Head offices

Faber and Faber Lid.

Faber Music Lid.

J Queen Square Rovalr N

London WCIN 3AU S g
Telephone 071 465 0045 Rovaity Period pEL s

Telex 299633, Faber G o 01.10.91 to 31.10.91
Facsmmile 071 465 0034

Royalty Statement

Payee

Peter Abrahams Author Peter Abrahams
Covaba Publisher
Red Hills - ,
P O Box 20 St Andrews ]{4 I;R ?‘i,‘w :
Jamaica HIROr V0. 030003
Payee Ale 030238
description Quantiry PricelValue Rate VAT

TAX

FF11777/12 TELL FREEDOM/MUNDO NEGRO
Additional Earnings

Translation Rights Advance on Signature from
Mundo Negro (Spain)

Balance due carried forward to remittance advice

Any correspondence on this statement to be sent to:



Head offices

Faber and Faber Ltd.
Faber Music Lid.

3 Queen Square

Royalty Statement

London WCIN 3AU ﬁf;ag; j;}fal
Tel 'phone 071 465 0045 Rovalty Period
Telex 299633, Faber G — i '
Facsimle 071 465 0034
Payee Author
Publisher
VAT Reg. No.
Author No.
Payee Ale
description Quantity PricelValue Rate VAT
TAX

Any correspondence on this statement to be sent to:




Remittance

Remittance no. = 2 Faber and Faber Limited
Advice Date P A
Page . Distribution & Accounts
Pay method 2 Burnt Mill, Elizabeth Way,
' Harlow, Essex CM20 2HX
Telephone 0279 417134
PETFR ABRAHAMS
coY At HIEA Y H(’(i(/ offices )
ST HTLLS ﬁflfit’r andd fw/zer Ltd.
5 A a3% 2 ST ANDREW Faber Music Lid.
JANATER 3 Queen Sguare
v London WCINSAU
Telephone 071 465 0045
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams Fabbaf London WCI
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17 September 1991

Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

PO Box 20, Red Hills
St Andrew

Jamaica

Dear Peter Abrahams

Thank you very much for your letter of 19 August
about the Herbert Martin business.

I don't give up easily and I thought it was
worthwhile trying even though the whole thing
looked fraught with problems.

Please don't apologise. It was a pleasure to deal
on your behalf and I just hoped that we might pull
something out of the hat but I'm afraid this time
it was "no". Thank you all the same for all your
help and advice which I was very grateful to have.

Just to add that I shall be leaving Fabers at the
end of the month having resigned but I have asked
my Assistant, Sandra 81jivié, to make a mental note
about this. In future Giles de la Mare will be the
overall Director responsible for the Permissions
Department and if you have any problems you should
write to him.

It has been a pleasure dealing with you and may 1
send you all my good wishes.

Yours sincerely

Joy Hill
Permissions Manager



August 19, 1991

Miss Joy Hill
Permissions Manager
Faber & Faber Ltd

3 Queen Sgmare
London WCiN 3AU

Dear Miss Hill,

I am sorry the Herbert Martin business
turned out to be such a waste of time all
round.

When I read his letter I assumed you would
forget about it - which is what I did,

If you feel you must write him tell him we
are not interested .

I am sorry you hed to spend so much time on
this metter. To svoid this in future please
gssume that I will go along with eny straight
business decision you make on my behalf.

Very occesionelly someth%gg special comes
along where I would agree/concessional
permission. This is certainly not one such.

fours sincerely

Peter Abrahams.
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- May 30, 1991

Mr Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

PO Box 20, Red Hills
St. Andrew

Jamaica

Dear Mr Abrahams

TELL FREEDOM

I understand from Megan Larkin, who is at present on holiday, that
you requested a copy of the contract for the Spanish language edition
of the above. Please find enclosed a copy of the fully executed contract
with Mundo Negro-Misioneros Combonianos.

With best wishes
Yours sincerely

S /pﬁa/g

Christine Jotischky
Contracts Co-ordinator
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22 March 1991

Peter Abrahams

Coyaba

P.0.Box 20, Red Hills
St Andrew, JAMAICA

Dear Mr Abrahams

Re: TELL FREEDOM

I am delighted to inform you that we have sold
Spanish language rights in your book to MUNDO NEGRO-
MISIONEROS COMBONIANOS, Madrid. They will pay an
advance of US$ 1,000 against royalties of 8% to
2,000 copies sold and 9% thereafter. This deal was
negotiated through our exclusive agents in Spain who
will take 10% commission before passing the monies
on to Faber, to be split according to the terms of
your contract with Faber.

I am enclosing a copy of the contract with MUNDO
NEGRO for your files. We will pass on your
complimentary copies of this Spanish edition as soon
as we receive thenm.

With best regards

Yours sincerely

; 7/
N LA

Mggan Larkin
ights’ Executive
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LDear Mr. Evans

Sorry to bother you but I do not know how
else to get this matter moving.

Last November an American producer of plays
with whom I had dealt some thirty~odd gears
ago about the mﬁg}ng of a musical based

on MINE BOY and wnich Duke Ellington wrote
some 20-25 songs, telephoned me. A summary
of that telephone call is in a letter I
wrote Frank Pike on December 4, 1990 ,
after Mr.Martin ( the producer) had phoned
again to say he had written but received

no response{ from Frank Pike.

On December 2l1st Ros Edwards, Head of Rights
sent me a note to say she would be writing
Mr. Martin. Mr. Martin telephoned me again
yesterday to say he had received a similar
note from Ros Edwards - and nothing since.

He is understandably frustrated and anxious
to get on with the job but is unable to go
to likely backers as he has no commitment.

I am sending him a simple note saying
"proceed subject to working out contracjual
details with Feber and Faber, my publishers
who are also my agents", This is not as
satisfactory as a clearcut agreement.

Could you please 'light a little fire' for me?

~40ours gincerely,
\\(f\ksqﬂukwkav—**

Peter Abranams
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Matthew Evans
John Bodley
Dennis Crutcher
Patrick Curran
Giles de la Mare
Valerre Elrot

TE Faber
Robert McCrum
Joanna Mackle
Brigid Macleod
Tom Pasteur
Feter Stmpson

Regrstered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

21 December 1990

Peter Abrahams
Cpyaba

PO Box 20

Red Hills

St Andrew
Jamaica

Dear Mr Abrahams

I am writing to acknowledge your letter of 4 December
to Mr Frank Pike and to apologise that Mr Martin has
not yet heard from Faber with regard to MINE BOY. I
am afraid that there was some confusion this end, but
that a letter will be airmail expressed to him during
the week of 8 January. I will write separately to
Mr Martin to.reassure him that the matter is in hand.

With best wishes.

Yours sincerely

= &(x \___,::u:—;,f_«l‘...\ S

>

Ros Edwards
Head of Rights



Uecerder 4, 1990

Mr., Frank Pike
Faber & Frber Ltd
3 Queen Squeare
London WC1N AU3
England

Deasr NMr., Pike

About 2 month ago I received a telephone ¢all from the U.S.
from & Mr. Herd Martin, & producer of pleays , with whom I hed
had dealings some thrirty-odd years ago by way of Curtis Brown,

They hed teken an option to do 2 musiesl on MINE BOY with the

music composed by Luke Ellington. Ellington wrote some 20-=25 songs
for the pley snd I remember approving thne draft of their version
of the proposed pley at the time, We agreed on a reasonable
retainer _nd the shering of all esrnings on a percentage basis
adn a time-frame within which the pley hed to be put omn; if it
wes not steged within that time freme the sgreement would lapse
and all my rights would revert., The producing partnership then
consisted of Herb Martin and a men nemed Manos (whose first name
now eludes me)., They paid the retainigg fee regulerly and
consistently. At the end of the option period they still had not
mobilised the money to stage a broadway production so the meatter
lapsed.

then Mertin telephoned me a month ago it wes to ask for permission
to revive the effort. Menos was not to be a part of the production
this timej; he's the older snd now retired; but he joined the

X=X telephone conversation to assure me that his rights 2nd interests
hasd been properly transferred to Martin.

I told Mertin to write you as Faber now represented my interests,

I assumed he would give something of this background history. So

I was surprised when he telephoned me this past weekend to say he
had hed no response from you though he hasd written within three days of

our telephone conversion about 2 month ago.

I gather they are now in process of raising the money and time is
importent. They ere enxious for 2 firm errengement so will you
please answer Herb Martin as soon &s you cen.

I would like to give them another ch-~pce to put on the play. I
herrd some of the Ellington music at thet time end I liked it,
The pley would of course h,ve to be a reesonably true reflection
of the story of the novel. His address is;

Herb wmartin
1410 York Avenue (Apt 39)
New York, N.Y.10021



} Nondey August 6, 1990

Miss Mavis E. Pindard
Permissions Maneger

Feber & Fsber Ltd.
3 Queen Sguare
London W.C,1

Dear Miss Pindsard

We are into our annuel Independence celebreations
so things like the postal system tend to come to
a halt for the best part of the week; so I hope
you will get this before you leave office., 1

hope, too, that your retirement is whet you went and
that you will do all the fruitful and interesting
things those who ere young in heart and mind do
when they give up routine chores. In the besutiful
expression of our locel Kastafarians "mey you have
peace and love" in your retirement.

Branch did indeed telephone to assure me that he

hed no claims on UDOMO end that no strings were attasched
to his request, I told him you were in charge and
would decide and I would go eslong with your
defision. 5o nothing has changed there,

In light of your letter my inclination is to go
elong with your first option and say no. All things
considered I do not think it is worth our while
havéng these rights tied up in any way for even
twice the amount offered.

My position on South Africa stands until Apartheid
is truly dismantled.

Again best wishes in your retirement.

Yours sincerely
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25 July 1990

Mr Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

ST ANDREW
Jamaica

Dear Peter Abrahams

A WREATH FOR UDOMO: the play by William B Branch

I gather from the recent communication from William Branch that
you have heard from him direct about the inclusion of script in his
anthology of plays which he is editing for Indiana University Press and
I enclose a copy of his letter. There are, it seems to me, two
alternatives. The first is to continue to say no since it will be very
difficulty to control performing rights from this side of the Atlantic
and I can’t imagine that you would really want to do this yourself.
There is the problem of having these rights tied up especially if we
have someone interested in taking out an option on the film and
dramatic rights. I have talked to Frank Pike about all of this because
I wondered if he remembered anything more about William Branch’s
work but I am afraid we cannot say with any certainty that it was a
first-class dramatisation. Certainly it was obviously not performed
professionally for any length of time.

The other course of action is to agree to include the play in this
anthology but to suggest that it be on sale for a period of no more
than three years. There is, however, the problem of the sum of
money involved. It really does disturb me that you are only being
offered $100 and I would like to suggest that we insist on $200 if the
material is to be used in this anthology. May I have your views on
this.

I myself am retiring from Fabers in mid-August and I should like to
be able to come to a decision on this before passing over the work to
my successor. I hope to hear from you soon.



Yours sincerely

Mavis Pindard
Permissions Manager

PS: Do you want us to continue to refuse to have your work
reprinted in South Africa until all sanctions are lifted? I just
want to be able to instruct Joy Hill who is taking over from me.
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23 March 1990

Mpr William B Branch

Africana Studies & Research Centre
Cornell University

310 Triphammer Road

Ithaca

New York 14850-2599

USA

Dear Professor Branch

ANTHOLOGY OF PLAYS BY BLACK PLAYWRIGHTS - to be published
by Indiana University Press

I enclose a copy of a letter I have just received from
Peter Abrahams following my gquery about the dramatisation
of the story of "A Wreath for Udomo".

Since it seems there is no contract in existence for your
play, it would seem that we would have to ask you to come
to some entirely new arrangement if we were to allow you
to go ahead with the printing of this material. It
appears that you may have made an arrangement with the
London literary agency, Curtis Brown, way back in 1961,
but there does not seem to be any reference to it in Peter
Abrahams own files. ‘

As 'you are concerned yourself with theatre and dramatic
literature, I am sure that you will understand Peter
Abrahams' reluctance to tie up the dramatic rights because
there is very considerable interest in all of his novels
today, especially with regard to film and television
adaptation. If your play is published in this anthology,
one would suppose that students and local groups would
want to perform it. This would cause considerable
problems if we were to give rights to a film producer

who would expect to have a warranty that no other dramatic
versions existed. We could not obviously do this if we
agreed to your proposal. And we could not control the
rights on behalf of Peter Abrahams with any surety.

We therefore feel that we must ask you to eliminate this
play from your anthology. I am sorry that I have to
disappoint you but you will know that I have tried on a
number of occasions to warn you of the difficulty.

Yours sincerely

/ *

7 M A E' favuxdkrﬁ

Mavis Pindard
Permissions Manager cc. Peter Abrahams
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TEL. 03944-2580Q
l.erch 14, 1990

Iiiss Mavis E. Pindard

Faber &« Feber 1td.,

3 Queen Street

London WC1I N 3AU s

Dear Miss Pindard,

Sorry about taking so long to answer your
gquery concerning William Branch and his
play based on A/WREATH FOR UDOMO. My best
recollection is that the arrangement made
with Bill Breneh by Curtis Brown, who then
ected for me, lapsed a very long time ago
2s Brench was unable to get his play staged

I have been through my contracts file and
there is nothing to suggest any renewal
(ory; indeed, any record)of any agreement
or renewal of agreement. So any arrangement
you may wish to enter woutd be something
wholely new.

My one point of concern is not to enter
into any arrangementwhich may tie up the
drematic rights in UDCMQC so "that some
Africen dresmatist of film-meker coming up
later may find access to the material
eFliher impossible or very costly in terms
of having to buy out someone else's claim
on any aspect of the rights. So, subject
to this caveat, please use your own judge-—
ment. Aa_
Thank you so much for Sekoto catalogue
which revived old for%otten memories.

Best regerds.

Yours sincerely




March 14, 1990

¥r, Rovert McCrum
Faber & faber Ltd
3 Queen Sqguare
London W.C.1l H 3AU

Lesr Hobert MeCrum,

The relesse of Nelison Mendela snd the
unfolding of events in South Africa
suggests thet this mwight be a very gcod

time to re-issue A RIGHT OF I'HEIRK OWN.
I hope Feabers agree.

Do you remember. our discussing this

particuler,'novéel beck in 1984 waen you

were here-on your brief visit to Jam=ica?
Best regerds.

Sincerely

Feter Abrashens



Mercin 14, 1990

Miss Mevis E,., Pindard
Faber & Feber 1ltd.,

3 Nueen Street

London WC1 N 3AU

LDear Miss Pindeard,

sorry about taking so long to enswer your
guery concerning Williesm Brsnch and his
pPlay bssed on A WREATH FOR UDCMO. My best
recollection is thet the Prrengement mede
with Bill Brench by Curtis Brown, who then
gcted for me, lepsed & wery long time ago
as dranch wes unable~to,. get his pley stoged

I have been through my contrescts file end
there is nothing to suggest any renewal
(or, indeed, any record)of sny sgreement

or renewal of agreement. So sny srrangement
you mey wish %o enter woudd be something
wnolely new,

My one peint of concern is not to enter
into any arrsngementwhich may tie up the
dreneatic rights in UDCMO so that some
Africen dramatist of film-meker coming up
later mey find eccess to the materiel
etiher impossible or very costly in terus
of having to buy out someone else's cleim
on any aspect of the rights. So, subject
to this caveatl, plerse use your own judge-
rent.
Threnk you so mueh for Sekoto catalogue
which rzvived old forgotten memories.

Best regerds.

Yours sincerely
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26 January 1990

Mr Peter Abrahams
'Coyaba’

Red Hills PO

ST ANDREW

Jamaica

W Indies

Dear Peter Abrahams

You will remember that I was in correspondence
last year with Lesley Spiroiat the Johannesburg
Art Gallery about the use of the poem "To Grace
Diieu" in the catalogue ©f the exhibition of
the work of Gerard Sekotoa I have now

received a copy of the catalogue from Johannes-
burg and this comes to you herewith - you will
see that the poem is on Page 14 and this will
remind you of seme of your early work.

I have one new permission query for you. o
understand that way back in 1961 William B

Branch, whowis now Professor of Theatre,

Dramatic Literature and Communications at

Cornell Uniwversity, wrote a play based on

A WREATH FOR UDOMO. Professor Branch asks for
permission to include his own play in an anthol-
ogy which he is preparing himself for publication
by Indiana University Press in the USA, and says
that the permissions budget is small and that he

is only able to offer $200 per play to playwrights.
Professor Branch goes on to say that in an agree-
ment with you it was decided that all monetary
considerations should be divided equally and he is
therefore offering a fee of just $100 for the
inclusion of this piece in this new anthology of
plays by black playrights. We, of course, have no
record of the earlier transaction and before
agreeing to this, I would like to have your assent.

May I hear from you.
With all good wishes.

Yours sincerely

Arviams b Zmuw



CITY OF JOHANNESBURG

JOHANNESBURG ART GALLERY Tel. 725-3180
P.0O. Box 23561 + Joubert Park -+ 2044

LS/jw
10/147

25 September 1989

Mr Peter Abrahams
c/o Ms Mavis Pindard
Permissions Manager
Faber and Faber Ltd
3 Queen Square
London

WC1IN 3AU England

Dear Mr Abrahams

Thank you very much for allowing me to reproduce your poem entitled To Grace
Dieu in the exhibition catalogue for the Gerard Sekoto exhibition to be held
at the Johannesburg Art Gallery. I was delighted that you consented because
I believe that its inclusion will add an important dimension to my discussion
of Grace Dieu. I have enclosed a photocopy of the poem which I located in
the Archives of the Church of the Province of Southern Africa, housed at the
University of the Witwatersrand.

When the catalogue is published I will send you a complimentary copy.

Best wishes
Yours sincerely

W‘F'D

LESLEY SPIRO (Ms)
PROFESSIONAL OFFICER
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Faber and Faber Limited
Publishers
Publicity Department

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 34U
Telephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G

Press Release

. . special publication . . . special publication. ..

VACLAV HAVEL

or LIVING IN TRUTH

Edited by Jan Vladislav
Publication Date: 18 December 1989

Price: £4.99

Vaclav Havel is Czechoslovakia’s leading playwright. For years he has been a
victim of state repression.

Now, as the leading spokesman of Civic Forum, he has become the international
voice of a country undergoing extraordinary political change. He has been
described as ‘the uncrowned King of Prague’ (The Times).

VACLAV HAVEL or LIVING IN TRUTH brings together Havel’s most
important political writings for the first time. It also presents a number of essays
by his friends, colleagues and admirers in Europe and the United States.

LIVING IN TRUTH is a witness to Havel’s struggle as a writer, and the essential
testament to his beliefs.

“This is an indispensable text . . . So long as there are human personae of
Vaclav Havel’s moral stature and urgent humanity, as long as such men or
women can put their message in a bottle and smuggle it out to sea, the thugs
and the hucksters, East or West, must live in doubt. This is only a small
victory; yet it is also a tremendous one. What it does is to make of tomorrow
a safeguard for truth and for remembrance.

George Steiner Sunday Times



12 October 1989

Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hill PO
At Andrew
JAMAICA
West Indies

Faber and Faber Limited
Publishers

3 Queen Square Dear Peter Abrahams

London WCIN 34U )
Telephone 01 278 6881 Re: A WREATH FOR UDOMO

Telex 299633, Faber G ; ; y 3
Telegrams I am pleased to enclose herewith three copies of the Romanian editon
Fabbaf London wC1 of the above, published by Editura Univers, Bucharest.

Fax 01 278 3817 ;
ol I hope you will be happy with these copies.

Matthew E _
5 J$ BZZ‘; With best regards

Martin Cozvell .-\
Dennts Crutcher M/( ’ {l\.am o
Giles de la Mare

TE Faber
Rosemary Goad

Joanna Mackle

Robert McCrum
Peter Stmpson
Will Sullein

Megan Larkin
Rights Assistant

Regrstered office as above
Regrstered in England
number 944703
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number 944703

23 March 1990

Mr William B Branch

Africana Studies & Research Centre
Cornell University

310 Triphammer Road

Ithaca

New York 14850-2599

USA

Dear Professor Branch

ANTHOLOGY OF PLAYS BY BLACK PLAYWRIGHTS - to be published
by Indiana University Press

I enclose a copy of a letter I have Jjust received from
Peter Abrahams following my guery about the dramatisation
of the story of "A Wreath for Udomo".

Since it seems there is no contract in existence for your
play, it would seem that we would have to ask you to come
to some entirely new arrangement if we were to allow you
to go ahead with the printing of this material. A
appears that you may have made an arrangement with the
London literary agency, Curtis Brown, way back in 1961,
but there,does not seem to be any reference to it in Peter
Abrahams own files.

As you are concerned yourself with theatre and dramatic
literature, I am sure that you will understand Peter
Abrahams' reluctance to tie up the dramatic rights because
there is very considerable interest in all of his novels
today, especially with regard to film and television
adaptation. If your play is published in this anthology,
one would suppose that students and local groups would
want to perform it. This would cause considerable
problems if we were to give rights to a film producer

who would expect to have a warranty that no other dramatic
versions existed. We could not obviously do this if we
agreed to your proposal. And we could not control the
rights on behalf of Peter Abrahams with any  surety.

We therefore feel that we must ask you to eliminate this
play from your anthology. I am sorry that I have to
disappoint you but you will know that I have tried on a
number of occasions to warn you of the difficulty.

Yours sincerely




ive

September 14, 1990

Ms. Joy Hill
Permissions Menager
Faber & Faber

3 gueen Squeare
London WC1l

Dear Ms Hidldl,

Thenk you for your letter «of August 31.

Miss Pinderd end I diddn fect deal with
the Johannesburg Art Gallery matter.

We agreed that this was an exceptionzl
case #nd permitsion wsass grented and they
sent me,.  through Miss Pinderd, a very fine
catalogue of the Gerard Sekoto reprospect-
ive. 30 tne decks are clear on this one,

Yours sincerely
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Faber and Faber Limited
Publichers

3 Queen Square,
London WCIN 34U
Télephone 071 465 0045
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London WCt
Fax 071 465 0034

Matthew Fvans
John Bodley
Dennis Crutcher
Partick Curran
Giles de la Mare
Falerie Elfot
TE Faber
Robert McCrum
Joanna Mackle
Brigid Macleod
Tom Pasteur
Peter Stmpson

Registered gffice as above
Registered in England
number 944703

.31 August

1990

Mr Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P O

St Andrew

JAMATICA

W Indies

Dear Mr Abrahams

May I introduce myself as the successor to Mavis Pindard
who retired as Permissions Manager at Faber and Faber.

I enclose a copy of Mavis' (letter to you of 17 August 1989
and the letter from Ms Spiro of 16 August 1989. I
cannot trace in the files,which I have inherited from
Mavis,that you replied and therefore I hope you will
forgive me for writing again as I would like to clear
the pending file and know whether you did reply or if
this letter never reached you, could you give me your
thoughts on this. I am sorry to have to trouble you

but I am sure you will understand that in a new job

I want to clear the decks .

Yours sincerely

15 ls

Joy Hill
Permissions Manager



17 Aupust 1989

Mr Peter Ahpranams
Covaba ' ' ¥ I
Red Hilis P.O.

St Andrew

JAMAT

W Indies

Dear Mr Abrahams

I have had some correspondence rec

of the Johannesburs Art Gallery bec

poem entitled "To Graze Dieu" in 4
T

with Miss Lesley Spiro
s es to use a

an exhibition
which tihey have in preparation. ; t that you are
not anxious for your work Lo be reproduced in Zouth Africa
today bu%t she is obviously “een that you should be consulted
and I enclose a letter which she nas faxed to me and which

she wants me to send to you.

av 1 ask you to !et meé know if you do decide that this is =z
spacial case and tha¥ the poem may be included. You may,
infact, want to send your reply through me in any case.

All good wishes.

Yours singerely

Mavis E Pindard
Permissions Manager



HUG; 16 &Y 1bisy JHE HEI LHLLERY

CITY DF JOHANNESBURG

yuss Fus

JOHANNESBURG ART GALLERY Tel. 725-3180
P.O. Box 23561 - Joubert Park + 2044 FAX (o0) 724 0003
. - T Dowora -Ag_v\c..b\
LS/jw
10/147 r‘

16 August 1989

Ms Mavis Pindard
Faber and Faber Ltd
3 Queen Square
London i

WCIN 3AU Engl':and

Dear Ms Pindard

Thank you for your reply to my faxed letter. As you requested, I have written
a letter to Peter Abrahams, care of Faber and Faber (faxed herewith). I would
appreciate it if you would forward it to him as soon as peossible.

Thank you for. your assistance.
Yours sincerely

'(LLicj :s;,ffb

LESLEY SPIRO, (Ms)
PROFESSIONAL{ OFFICER



Curtis Brown L.td. Ten Astor Place, New York, N.Y. 10003 (212) 473-5400

May 22, 1990

Mr. Peter Abrahams
P.0. Box 20

Red Mills

St. Andrews
JAMAICA BWI

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

This is to notify you that copyright in your work entitled

NEW FACES FROM AFRICA

which was published by Holiday in April 1962

must be renewed, i1f you elect to renew it, not later than

December 31, 1990

For your convenience we are enclosing an application
form which contains instructions.
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Cable: Browncurt



INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING FORM RE

SPACE 1: RENEWAL CLAIM(S)

* General Instructions: In order for this application to result in a valid re-
newal, space 1 must identify one or more of the persons who are entitled to re-
new the copyright under the statute. Give the full name and address of each
claimant, with a statement of the basis of each claim, using the wording given in
these instructions.

* Persons Entitled to Renew:

A. The iollowing persons may claim renewal in all types of works except
those enumerated in Paragraph B, below:
1. The author, if living. State the claim as: the author
2. The widow, widower, and/or children of the author, if the author is not

living. State the claim as: the widow (widower) of the author - . ............
(Name of authar)

and/or the child (children) of the deceased author . . . .. ........
(Name of author)

3. The author's executor(s), if the author left a will and if there is no surviv-
ing widow, widower, or child. State the claim as: the executor(s) of the author

(Name of authar)

4. The next of kin of the author, if the author left no will and if there is «
surviving widow, widower, or child. State the claim as: the next of kin of tl
deceased author . .. .. .. ..... there being no will.

B. In the case of the following four types of works, the proprietor (owner
the copyright at the time of renewal registration) may claim renewal:

1. Posthumous work (a work as to which no copyright assignment
other contract for exploitation has occurred during the author’s lifetime). Stz
the claim as: proprietor of copyright in a posthumous work.

2. Periodical, cyclopedic, or other composite work. State the claim
proprietor of copyright in a composite work.

3. “Work copyrighted by a corporate body otherwise than as assignee
licensee of the individual author.” State the claim as: proprietor of copyright
a work copyrighted by a corporate body otherwise than as assignee or licens.
of the individual author. (This type of claim is considered appropriate
relatively few cases.)

4. Work copyrighted by an employer for whom such work was made {
hire. State the claim as: proprietor of copyright in a work made for hire.

SPACE 2: WORK RENEWED

* General Instructlons: This space is to identify the particular work being
renewed. The information given here should agree with that appearing in the
certificate of original registration.

e Title: Give the full title of the work, together with any subtitles or descriptive
wording included with the title in the original registration. In the case of a musi-
cal composition, give the specific instrumentation of the work.

® Renewable Matter: Copyright in a2 new version of a previous work (such
as an arrangement, translation, dramatization, compilation, or work republished
with new matter) covers only the additions, changes, or other new material ap-
pearing for the first time in. that version. If this work was a new version, state in
general the new matter upon which copyright was claimed.

e Contribution to Periodical, Sericl, or other Composite Wor
Separate renewal registration is possible for a work published as a contributic
to a periodical, serial, or other composite work, whether the contribution w
copyrighted independently or as part of the larger work in whichr it appearc
Each contribution published in a separate issue ordinarily requires a separz
renewal registration. However, the new law provides an alternative, permitti:
groups of periodical contributions by the same individual author to be co:
bined under a single renewal application and fee in certain cases.

If this renewal application covers a single contribution, give all of the 1
quested information in space 2. If you are seeking to renew a group of contrit
tions, include a reference such as “See space 5" in space 2 and give the 1
quested information about all of the contributions in space 5.

SPACE 3: AUTHOR(S) L

® General Instructions: The copyright secured in a new version of a work is
independent of any copyright protection in material published earlier. The only
“authors” of a new version are those who contributed copyrightable matter to
it. Thus, for renewal purposes, the person who wrote the original version on

which the new work is based cannot be regarded as an “author” of the new v«
sion, unless that person also contributed to the new matter.

® Authors of Renewable Matter: Give the full names of all authors wi
contributed copyrightable matter to this particular version of the work.

SPACE 4: FACTS OF ORIGINAL REGISTRATION ~

® General Instructions: Each item in space 4 should agree with the infor-
mation appearing in the original registration for the work. If the work being re-
newed is a single contribution to a periodical or composite work that was not
separately registered, give information about the particular issue in which the
contribution appeared. You may leave this space blank if you are completing
space 5.

e Original Registration Number: Give the full registration number, which
is a series of numerical digits, preceded by one or more letters. The registration

number appears in the upper right hand corner of the certificate of registratior
* Criginal Copyright Claimant: Give the name in which ownership of ti
copyright was claimed in the original registration.

¢ Date of Publication or Registration: Give only one date. If the origir
registration gave a publication date, it should be transcribed here; otherwise !
registration was for an unpublished work, and the date of registration should |
given.

SPACE 5: GROUP RENEWALS

* General Instructions: A single renewal registration can be made for a
group of works if all of the following statutory conditions are met: (1) all of the
works were written by the same author, who is named in space 3 and who is or
was an individual (not an employer for hire); (2) all of the works were first pub-
lished as contributions to periodicals (including newspapers) and were copy-
righted on their first publication; (3} the renewal claimant or claimants, and the
basis of claim or claims, as stated in space 1, is the same for all of the works; (4)
the renewal application and fee are “received not more than 28 or less than 27
years after the 31st day of December of the calendar year in which all of the
works were first published”; and (5) the renewal application identifies each
work separately, including the periodical containing it and the date of first pub-
lication.

Time Limits for Group Renewals: To be renewed as a group, all of tt
contributions must have been first published during the same calendar year. F«
example, suppose six contributions by the same author were published on Ap
1, 1960, July 1, 1960, November 1, 1960. February 1, 1961, July 1, 1961, ar
March 1, 1962. The three 1960 copyrights can be combined and renewed
any time during 1988, and the two 1961 copyrights can be renewed as a grou
during 1989, but the 1962 copyright must be renewed by itself, in 1990.

Identification of Each Work: Give all of the requested information for eac
contribution. The registration number should be that for the contribution itself
it was separately registered, and the registration number for the periodical isst
if it was not.

SPACES 6, 7 AND 8: FEE, MAILING INSTRUCTIONS, AND CERTIFICATION

* Deposit Account and Mailing Instructions (Space 6): lf you mantain
a Deposit Account in the Copyright Office, identify it in space 6. Otherwise,
you will need to send the renewal registration fee of $6 with your form. The
space headed “"Correspondence” should contain the name and address of the
person to be consulted if correspondence about the form becomes necessary

s Certification (Space 7): The renewal application is not acceptable unle:
it bears the handwritten signature of the renewal cldimant or the duly autho:
ized agent of the renewal claimant.

¢ Address for Return of Certificate (Space 8): The address box must |
completed legibly, since the certificate will be returned in o window envelope.




FORM RE

UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT QFFICE

REGISTRATION NUMBER

EFFECTIVE DATE OF RENEWAL REGISTRATION

) -(.Mcn'lh] (Day) i IYear)

|
|

DO NOT WRITE ABOVE THIS LINE.

FOR COPYRIGHT OFFICE USE ONLY

@

Renewal
Claimant(s)

RENEWAL CLAIMANT(S), ADDRESS(ES), AND STATEMENT OF CLAIM: (See Instructions)

BAME o0 oo v o0 v wwerrass wn s sl w6 S8 B B B 9 EE

Address

Claiming as

Name . . .

Address .

Claiming as

Name .

3 Address

Claiming as

Work
Renewed

TITLE OF WORK IN WHICH RENEWAL IS CLAIMED:

RENEWABLE MATTER:

CONTRIBUTION TO PERIODICAL OR COMPOSITE WORK:

Title of periodical or composite work:

If a periodical or other senal. give: Vol

No.

Issue Date .

®

AUTHOR(S) OF RENEWABLE MATTER:

I

]

|

|

!

Authori(s)
|

|

Facts of

Original
Registration

ORIGINAL REGISTRATION NUMBER:

ORIGINAL COPYRIGHT CLAIMANT:

ORIGINAL DATE OF COPYRIGHT:

e |f the onginal registration for this work was made in published form,

give:

DATE OF PUBLICATION
{Month)

give:

OR

DATE OF REGISTRATION

!Duy'l ) ¥ ear)

(Month) [Day}

* |f the original registration for this work was made in unpublished form.,

(Year)




CORRESPONDENCE*

D Yes

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT
FUNDS USED:

DO NOT WRITE ABOVE THIS LINE. FOR COPYRIGHT OFFICE USE ONLY

sheet (Form RE/CON)

RENEWAL FOR GROUP OF WORKS BY SAME AUTHOR: To make a single registration for a group of works by the same individual author

published as contributions to periodicals (see instructions). give full information about each contribution. If more space is needed, request continuation
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5 Title of Periodical: . ... ...... ... ... ... Valf' 9. . & . No. IssueDate ... ................
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(Month) (Day) (Year).
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(Month) (Day) (Year)

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT: (If the registration fee is to be charged to a Deposit
Account established in the Copyright Office, give name and number of
Account.)

CORRESPONDENCE: (Give name and address to which correspond-
ence about this application should be sent.)

®

(State)

(ZIP code) window envelope)

(5,21 31 A O oty e S o A - A Sl G S i :
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(City) (State) (ZIP)
CERTIFICATION: [ the undersigned. hereby certify that [ am the: (Check one)
O renewal claimant DO dulyauthorizedagentof: . ... .. .. ... ..
(Name of renewal claimant)
of the work identified in this application, and that the statements made by me in this application are correct to the best of my knowledge.
- : : Certificatior
Handwritten Signatures (i), .o s cor s an e oo ae swees ae i sem o s 068 s ok g W T R B AR 5§
3 (Applicatior
Typedorprintedname: . . . ... ... ... Lstnrene s e st S e 0 5 musthe
signed)
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Coyaba

Red Hills B.0.Box 20
St. Andrew

Jamaica

August 28, 1989

Miss Ma¥is E. Pindard
Faber & Faber Ltd.

Deer Miss Pindard

Many thanks for yours of August 17

Do let Miss Spiro use the poem (which I do
not even remember any more). I do think
this is a 'specisl case'., Please let me
see a copy of the poem at your convenience,
if thet is possibles

I wrote Miss Fiennes way back on March 27th
but got no reply. Is she still at Fabers?

Best regards

Yours sincerely



Faber and Faber Limited
Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 34U
Telephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London i

- Fax 01 278 3817

Matthew Evans
- John Bodley
Martin Corvell
Dennis Crutcher
Giles de la Mare
TE Faber
Rosemary Goad
Joarma Madkle
Robert McCrum
Peter Stmpson
Wl Stulkan

Registered office as above
Registered i England
number 944703

17 August 1989

Mr Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St Andrew
JAMAICA

W Indies

Dear Mr Abrahams

I have had some correspondence recently with Miss Lesley Spiro
of the Johannesburg Art Gallery because she wishes to use a
poem entitled "To Grace Dieu" in a eatalogue of an exhibition
which they have in preparation. I did warn her that you are
not anxious for your work to be reproduced in South Africa
today but she is obviously keen that you should be consulted
and I enclose a letter which she has faxed to me and which

she wants me to send to you.

May I ask you to let me know if you do decide that this is a
special case and that the poem may be included. You may,
infact, want to send your reply through me in any case.

All good wishes,

Yours sincerely

Mavis E Pindard
Permissions Manager
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- 16 Angust 1989

AUG 16 *89 16:29 JHE ART GALLERY @32 FE1L
CITY OF JOHANNESBURG

JOHANNESBURG ART GALLERY el, 725-3180
P.0O. Box 23561;? » Joubert Park -+ 2044

LS/jw
107147

-Mr Peater Abrailams
c¢/o Faber and Faber Ltd

3 Que | Square
Lor :

W gland
De ,rahams

I have been engaged in intensive research for an exhibition on the work of
Gerard Sekoto: to be held at the Johanmesburg Art Gallery later this year. As
you probably know, Sekoto attended Grace Dieu and so in the course of my re-
search, in order to establish a context for his work, I undertook some research
on Grace Dieu. I discovered that much documentation concerning Grace Dieu was
assembled by Father Woodfield and is now housed in the Archives of the Church
of the Province of Southern Africa at the University of the Witwatersrand., In
these archives I found a great deal of information that throws light on the syl-
labi and educational aims of Grace Dieu as well as your poem entitled To Grace
Dieu, which I believe you wrote for the Grace Dieu Bulletin, In the catalogue
essay for the exhibitlon I discuss Grace Dieu in some detail and would very
much like to reproduce your poem to help demonstrate the high esteem in which
the school was held by the students.

The exhibition has the full support of the artist himself and will include over
120 works assembled from private and public collections in South Africa as well
as one work fiom Lhe arlist's own collection in Paric. The exhibition will be
opened by Prof E Mphahlele of the Department of African Literature at the Uni-
versity of the Witwatersrand, It 1s part of au ongoing series of exhibitions
taking place at the Johannesburg Art Gallery which seek to re-examine the his-
tory of South African art from a less Eurocentric viewpoint and help redress
the ineguities in the attention given to black artists by South African art his-
lory. This re-examination began with an exhibition entitled The Neglected Tradi-
tion: towards' a new history of South African art (1930-1988) which looked at
almost one hundred artists ranging from Samuel Makoanyane, John Mohl and Ernest
Moncoba te articts such ac Azaria Mhatha, Cyprian Shilakoe and Fikile Magadlela,
The next in this series was an exhibition entitled Images of Wood: aspecte nf
the history of sculpture in 20th century South Africa and included 1trs |
southern African wooden objects as well as works by artists such a-

Selby Mvusi, as well as more contemporary sculptors such as Nor

Lucky Sibiyai. The Gerard Sekoto retrospective exhibition will

Fam d+his Aawin




AUCG 4G OO 1:C.= = JID ART CGALLLCRY ezz2 roza

Please excuse this 'faxed' letter, It was the speedlest way to get this letter
to you since my deadline for the production of the catalogue is fast approaching.

i look forward to hearing from.you and hope you will consider my request fa-
vourably.

Yours .cerely

% s;m:

LESLEY SPIRA \g)
PROFFE ‘CER

¢



27/3/89

Miss Judith Fiennes
Feber & Faber

3 Queen Square
London.

Deesr Kiss Fiennes,

I thougat you should see the attached
from Kerio Bertin cof Itely< “Their
translater was in Jomeice over Christmns
and cere tc see me. I would like te
see ccopies of 211 tr.nsletions of my books,

L am alsc curious to know if you have
sold =ny tremslation rights in The View
from Coyeaba.

Please tell Miss Pindsrd thet apart
from taking off the roof of our cerport and
our donkey shed end uprooting end snapping
ebout 100 avocedo pesr trees like m~tchstick
we suffered minimal damage. Some of our
neighbours in these hills (2,000-3,000ft up)
whce hed sluminium or shingled roofs are
still roofless; and the lanscape 1is only
just beginning to recover from that smmxix
scorched-earth lopk.

Yours sincerely



Roma 20 febbraio 1989
Prot.n.0136/MB/iw

Peter & Daphne Abrahams
COJABA

Red Hills

P.0. Box 20

ST. ANDREW

JAMAICA

Dear Mrs and Mr Abrahams,
I was very surprised iw Knowing by
Itala Vivan that you did _not receive awmy copy of the Italian transla
tion of Tell Freedom, which have been sent regularéy to the English

Publisher.

By separate cover, three copies have been sent to you. Presen
tly I am concluding an agreement with an Italian Publisher for aw
edition for the schools. I shall keep you informed.

W\/f&,—v

Mario Bertin

Best wishes




Faber and Faber Limited
Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 34U
Telephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London i
Fax 01 278 3817

Matthew Evans
John Bodley
Martin Cozwell
Dennzs Crutcher
Giles de la Mare
TE Faber
Rosemary Goad
Joanna Mackle
Robert McCrum
Peter Simpson
Will Sullern

Registered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

21 March 1989

Peter Abrahams
’Coyaba’

Red Hills P.O.
St. Andrew
Jamaica

Dear Mr Abrahams
Re: TELL FREEDOM

I am writing to let you know that we have been approached by a Mr
Dotun Olocko who is interested in making a film of your book.

Mr Oloko is a freelancer based in Sussex and is not attached to a
specific production company and has no previous history of film
making. He is however, passionate about your bock and thinks it
would make a wonderful film.

I have spoken to him on the telephone and he wants to take the idea
to Channel 4 and has also approached the NFDF (National Film
Development Fund) .

If you are interested in us taking this further, my suggestion
would be that we grant him a short option of between 3 and 6 months
for an agreed fee. With this option h2 would then be able to make
proper approaches to production companies and film finance
institutions in order to procure financing to develop the project.

He, of course, does not have much money at this stage so the option
fee would not be large. However, I should point out that should we
grant such an option we would not be granting him any rights other
than the right to proceed with looking for finance and the
agreement on our behalf that we will not within that option period
sell the film rights option to anyone else. If he were to succeed
in finding development money it is at that stage that we would be
able to discuss whether or not you like any proposal they might
come up with.

I lock forward to hearing from you.

:::hrs best wishes, \'j//’f J ‘L\Mﬂ[
oA

'\/y;d)'“_‘;,@ \



Miss Virginia Bonham Carter
F=ber & F=ber

3 Queen Square

London WC1N 3AU

England

Dear Miss Bonham Certer

Igank you. for your letter of March 21lst
about Mr. Dotun Oloko's interest in trying
to meke & film of Tell Freedom.

1 accept your suggestion so please proceed
elong those lines, 2nd let us see what develops

Sincerely

Peter Abrshams



November 14, 1988

Miss Susan L. Nash
Faber & Fs=ber Inc
39 Thompscn Street
Winchester MA 01890
U.S.A.

Desr Niss Nash

I have just received the enclosed from
Curtis Brown; I hope it is net too late
for your office to process the copyright
renewal for me e#s you did with an eerlier
work and for which I remain most grateful.

Ve are just beginning to get over the
revages cof Hurricane Gilbert, still
without liight, teleohone and weter -

twe months after the event. Our

greatest loos was our forest of Avocedo pes
pesrs; but some are alive end will
spring agein. But our losses were minor
compered with other people in the aresa
(2,000-3,000ft up in the hills) wheo lost
rcofd =2nd huge chunks of their homes.
One day I will write 2bout it.

Cincerely

Peter Abrahams



Coyaba
Box 20, Red Hills
St. Andrew, Jamaica,

June T, 1988.
A.T.G. Pocock Esq.,
Faber & Feber Ltd

3 Queen Sguare
London WC1N 3AU

Dear Mr. Pocokk,

Will you please send the sum of &25
to Alfreda Guise to cover the cost of
some chores she hes done for us, and

debit my account.

Her address, in cese you do not have it
is:

Miss Alfreda Guise

12, Oek Welk

Hockley
Essex SS5 5AR

With all good wishes,
Yours sincerely

Peter Abrahams



Faber and Faber Lz'mzlz‘ec{
Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 34U
Telephone 01 278 6581
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London wct

Mattheww Evans
TE Faber

ATG Pocock
Desmond Clarke
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Dennis Crutcher
Feter Stmpson

Regrstered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

ATGP/CG

5 May 1987

Peter Abrahams Esg
Coyaba

Red Hills PO

St Andrew

JAMAICA

West Indies

Dear Mr Abrahams

I have spoken to our lawyers and they agree that such a letter of
instruction as you have described in our correspondence, addressed
to Faber and markeéd for my attention, should give you all the safe-
guards you want.

Of course such a letter does not carry the same absolute legal
authority.as a will but, certainly if it were to be notarised, we would

be bound by it and you would know that you clear instructions regarding
your literary estate would be carried out.

With all good wishes,

Yours sincerely

)

A T G| Pocock
Vice Chairman
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Mr St Clair Bourne

230 West 105th Street, Apt 2A
NEW YORK

NY 10025

UsSA

Dear Mr Bourne

A message from Faber and Faber Inc in Boston was waiting for me when
I got back to the office after the New Year break to the effect that
you are interested in the film possibilities of Peter Abrahams's

A Night of Their Qwn.

Naturally I am delighted to hear of your interest but I am afraid I
can't just now send you the reading copy you want as the book is
temporarily out of stock while we consider a reprint. I had hoped
that there might be a copy in one of the editors' offices but I am
afraid I have been frustrated there too.

It's just possible that I can(get hold of a copy for you from South
Africa and I've written to find out. 1In the meantime, while we wait
for the outcome of ‘my searches, I wonder if you would be able to track
down a second-hand copy from a bookseller in the States?

I'll come back to you as soon as I can.

With all. good wishes,

Yours sincerely
A T G Poeock, Vice Chairman




Cctober 10, 1985
big8,Mgvhs, By Pindard

3 Queen S uare
London WC1l

Dear Miss Pinderd,

Ny apologies for the deley in answeriny
your letter of September 19: our postal
service is still in a mess , with some
letters reaching within five days of post-
ing while others from the seme place of
origin teke a month or six weeks. Yours
reeched three days ego.

"bout the South African publishing
house, AD Donker: I am unwilling to give
permission, As a matter of principle 1
will not allow any meterisl which I control
to be reproduced in South Africa as long
as Apertheid prevails. Where the rights
ere veste €abers is, of course, Faber's
business.

My feelings and ineclinations are just
the opposite about Zimbabwe and I would
suggest thet you go eshead on the assumption
that whatever you approve will be acceptable
to me.

Yours sincerely



Faber and Faber Limited
Publishery
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TE Faber
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MEP/JE

19 September 1985

Mr Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills Post Office
St Andrew

Jamaica

WEST INDIES

Dear Mr Abrahams

We are being asked by the South Africar
of AD. Donker for permission to use an e
"Saturday Night" taken from your book DA
You will know that we have not in fact
and I therefore feél that I need your ad
you would like us to deal with this requ
willing for us to give permission for th
this piece? Since we have no file copy
are not able to assess the length of it
out a fee. Have you a copy of the book
let me keep or could you give me a lengt

You will remember that we heard some tin
school dramatized version of MINE BOY wk
prepared in Zimbabwe and that we agreed
school performances. There is a suggest
should be published as a school play ava
performances and I wonder how you would
I have said that we would not be prepare
this without carefully considering the n
am, at the present time, still waiting t
clean copy. I hope to be in touch with
this before too long.

With all good wishes,



Faber and Faber Lamited
Publishers

3 Queen Square
London 11CIN 34U
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MEP/JE

19 September 1985

Mr Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills Post Office
St Andrew

Jamaiea

WEST INDIES

Dear Mr Abrahams

Vﬁé&dre being asked by tne South African publishing house
of AD. Donker for permission to use an extract entitled
"Saturday Night" taken from your book DARK TESTAMENT.

You will know that we have not in fact published this

and I therefore feél Bhat I need your advice as to how

you would like us to deal with this request. Would you be
willing for us to give permission for the reprinting of
this piece? Since we have no file copy of the book, we
are not able to assess the length of it nor can we work
out a fee. Have you a copy of the book which you could
let me keep or could you give me a length for the extract?

You' will remember that we heard some time ago about a
school dramatized version of MINE BOY which had been -
prepared in Zimbabwe and that we agreed to licence some
school performances. There is a suggestion that this
should be published as a school play available -for local
performances and I wonder how you would feel about this.
I have said that we would not be prepared to consent to
this without carefully considering the manuscript and I
am, at the present time, still waiting to receive a
clean copy. I hope to be in touch with you again about
this before too long.

With all good wishes,

Yours sincerely

Mavis E. Pindard
Permissions Manager



May 3 1985

Mr Peter Abrahams

Coyaba
Red Hills P.O.
St. Andrew
Jamaica
Faber and Faber Limited
Publishers Dear Mr Abrahams
3 Queen Square Thank you very much for letting me see the tax form and just
London WCIN3AU how long it has taken the authorities to sign it. What a sorry
Telephone 01 278 6881 tale - and I'm saddened that you should have been put to all
Telex 299633, Faber G this trouble.
Télegrams
Fabbaf London wct
With my warmest good wishes
Matthew Evans
TE Faber
ATG Pocock Yours sincerely
Desmond Clarke
Rosemary Goad /
Giles de la Mare )4;*: /
Robert McCrum \‘I NN
Anthony Wagstaff A.T.Gd Pocock
Secretary Vice-Chairman
WA Floyd
Registered office as above
Registered in England

number 944703



Ns.

Coyaba
Box 20 Red Hills PO
St. Andrew

Jamaica

April 25, 1985.

Susan L. Nesh

Feber & Faber Inc
39 Thompson Street
Winchester MA 01890

U.S.A.

Dear Miss Nash,

g apologies for the delay itn writing to
thank your office for processing the
Copyright Renewal of A WREATH FOR UDOMO.

I was awaiting word from someone who had
promised to supply me with Bishop Frederick
Talbot's complete address in Atlanta (The
Bishop had been Guyana's ambassador here
for a time but Guyana has now closed its
mission here) but so far without avail.

He is a Bishop of the A.M.E. (African
Methodist Episcopal) Church in the U.S.

end I am sure the A.M.E. church where you
are, or in Boston, would be able to give you
the Atlente sdress of the church. Or perhaps
an Atlanta phone directpry would have his
neme. My guess is you have already done

all this.

I expected some of the idees in Coyasba
to upset some people - but I have seen
only a few reviews from London so far

Best regards

Peter Abrehams
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#;Shsan L. Nash

February 8, 1985

Peter Abrahams
Covaba

P.0.Box 20

Red Hills

St Andrew, Jamaica

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

Don't worrv., The copyright renewal for A WREATH FOR UDOMD
has been taken care of. We finally made contact with

the Library of Congress and they assured us that they
stamp the date they receive the renewal request on the
form and that's the date they honor, even if it takes

them months to actually process the paperwork and send
back the form -- and it ecould take that long. But they
received and cancelled the check we sent, so we know

the renewal is dn the works.

Thank you for sugeesting we contact Bishon Talbot in
Atlanta: do vou have a more complete address for him?
Ahy other leads you have for religious leaders, at
universities, or publications or wherever would be
appreciated...and followed up on.

T .am enclosing the page from our Spring catalog that

describes THE VIEW FROM COYABA, We pnlan to do a

literature mailing this soring aimed specifically at Black and
Caribbean writers and writing, and yvour work —-- this

new novel as well as TELI, FREEDOM, which we also nub-—-

lish, as vou know -- will of course bz featured.

T'11 keep vou nosted on that.

I'11 also send along reviews of ...COYABA as they come

in. We've sent out a few earlv proofs to advance reviewers
but the bulk will co out at the time of publication in
March -- and reviews will start coming back in shortly
thereafter, we hone!

__Cordially,

=



Coyaba

Box 20 Red Hills P,O0.
St. Andrew

Jemaica

Merch 26, 1985.

Mr. Frank Pike
Faber & Faber
3 Queen Sguare
London WC1N 3AU

Deer Nr. Pike,

1) I heve today received five copies each
of the hard-cover and paper back editions of The
View From Coyaba with a covering slip which
gives the impression that these, plus the two
copies which came by air in February, are all
the complimentary copies due t¢ me. As you know,
the contrsct stipulates twelve hard cover and
twenty peperbeck - so please let me have the

belance due to give to clamouring friends!

2) I have found one typo on page 367, 19
lines down: "The two men and the dog continued
their slow walk home in the gsthering dusk."
Please pass this on to Miss J=ne Robertson in
cese there is eny reprint in the future.

3) The Faber Inc people in Bocston heve
now renewed the copyright of A VWreath For Udomo
and I will write to thank Susan Nesh as soon as
I've settled in after a longish absence from home.
Thank you for your part.

4) I had hoped to return to 2 few reviews

but I found nothing from you! How hes the book
been received in Britain? I am curious to know.

fours sincerely
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February 10 1985

Mr Peter Abrahams
'Coyaba'’

Red Hill P.O.

St Andrew
Jamaica

WEST INDIES

Dear Mr Abrahams

A WREATH FOR UDOMO - Romanian Translation

You may remember that last Summer you sent us on some correspondence
about a Romanian translation of A WREATH FOR UDOMO which Editura
Univers had in preparation.

I have now heard from the publishers themselves as follows:

'These are extremely hard times for Univers, as we are entirely
unable to pay any royalties in western currency. We are
altogether helpless, since the whole state of affairs depends
on higher authorities - nor are we in a position to tell you
how long things will go on this way. At the same time we inform
you that the Romanian translation of a WREATH FOR UDOMO by
Peter Abrahams has been completed.'

They say that if we would agree to payment of royalties in the
local currency, they could publish the translation in 1986.

I think it will be possible to nominate someone other than your-
self to use the money in Romania so if you knew of anyone planning
a visit, it might be possible to arrange for them to draw on

the account and reimburse you in Jamaica.

This inability of Eastern European publishers to be able to pay
royalties in hard currency is unfortunately becoming increasingly
common and we are now having to accept payments for all Polish
translations in blocked zlotys.

I will look forward to hearing what you think. We do like to
encourage these publishers as far as possible to publish trans-
lations of good books and there is always a niggling thought
that if we refuse permission becauygse of the currency problems,
they may decide to publish booksﬂan inferior calibre and there
is then a danger that these may be regarded as the best that

is coming out of the capitalist west.

I hope to hear from you soon.

Yours sincerely

4,



Februasry 5, 1985

Mr. Frenk Pike
Faber & Feber
3 Queen Sguare
London WC1KN 3AU

Lesr Mr, Pike,

Thenk you for the two edvance copies of The View From Coyabe
which arrived yesterdey. 1 look forwerd with interest to first
reactions .

If you have not yet dispstched 2ll the copies due tp me would
you please errange for & few of(those to be sent to the following
people on my behalf:

l) Ur & krs Aron Abrahmmeg, (my son & his wife)
34 Lime Avenue,
High Wycombey .
Buckinghamshire (hard cover)

2) Nigs Alfreda Guise
12,\ 0ak Walk,
Hoekley,
Edsex SS55 SAR ( paper cover)

3) Vr & Mrs Mahlubi Kumalo o
Kumelo House
Atlantic College
St Donet's Castle
Llantwit Mesjor CF6 9WF
South Wsles

4) Mr. & Nrs. Jim Gele .
12, Alpha Street,
Kensington Park,
S.A. 5068,
Austrslis,

I think F=ber should send a copy &4& Julius Nyerere who is the
only surviving historical chara¢derin the book.

Lestly, I find I do not have a single copy of the Feber edition
of A Night Of Their Own: could you plese let m& heve three or four
copies if it i3 still in print and debi't me.



February 1, 1985

lligs JdJudith Fiennes
Feber & Faber

3

Jueen Syusre
|

London WC1K 3AU

veer ' iss Fiennes,

The 2tteched letter from the Peoples Republic cf China
reeched me a few deys ago. I think the gentlemen needs to be
told that he cennot just trensleate and publish without some sort
of publishing arrsngement.,  Will you pleese deal with him? I heve
e photocopy of his letter but I will not write him unless you

specificelly went me to.

Concerning transletion right in %The ViewIrom Coyaba I
sgree with your suggestion ebout houses which have published
previous trenslations, The only two about whary I have 2 nagging
uncerteinty sre Nove Terra of Bercelona who I think published
- Salds
first end then hed a drewn-out|wrang g:?ith Ferquherson, end of
course the Esst Buropesn women trensletor with the American leswyer

The documents of the latter I sent to Katthew Evens.

Yours sincerely



. A !
‘ Ta1an|Te%ch%rs1 Cqllege
Taian, Shandcng
1 t i
r ] = o
People*s| Bepublic lof China
. Decenber| 25 1|9 3 44
| ] . b $
i i j [
{ | [ |
beq% N¥ brdhar % B B ‘ 5
= L. Ji 4_. (54 ? i i ! | l i
I'm pleased to tell you thet t Wregth Ror Udemce
[ | = | i T
hmast bebn transldted ipte Obizgse bu “d and g Prlo-d of mieg
}An& thF CFinpso edition will[ar%eaﬁ in Chinko. ! l
J ! i i
The book will certalin lv Wwin the applause of the
A e | | _{ = [ }
Chincee r¢adérs |beczusie ©f ‘its epth and disge hmemt..l am
very——slad -—togive—yeathe Chinese version—of the neovel—in
T ™ | B S ! |
R P | | | i i | |
LT Udys U CUIDN - 3
ok qgw{,lr@ tranFlaFing“'iycdr ahother%no?el by | the
| | | | | i 1 ! | 1

name of A Nizht of their Own.

I, for one, hcpe that Ycu 11

Wrike gn Ant

e
reductibn

|
to!thé

I | 1

n df

the

'bo_x.l 1 | %

e
Ms!

|

Irwaﬁt to try my best

to

introduce

thke African liter

Fatﬁreginﬁo Uhin%.

WOﬁld;yod

;19 to *el} me aﬂcuﬂ yo

ur 1ifyq

1

rd jtings

youl” * wr

]

EERS

1

SX20=300



; : [
l l Tﬁlan'Te%ch%rs1 qulége
Tajian, Shandcng
{ ! I
i
’ [ PJQplL's Republie lof China
} Dcceﬂber 2o 1|9 4.
‘ i
4 1 'b}lﬁ-“c: 1 [ i ’ |
Deap h%- $Jr% ame J | | ‘
I'm rleased to tell you thei EWrenth For Udcme
| | i T ]
has' bobn transldted ints P ihese W Mol ghia o fnfond of ailkg
And thF CFiL[SC Od%tl?ﬂ wFll[ap%eaﬁ iin thn&o ! i i )
r | ! -
The beook will certaliideg Win the applause of the
! ] | 1 A % A R J
Chinese readgqrs |bedasusiecf its depth &nd dlsceriment.ll m
very—slad to-giyeyeu $He Chinese versien—of the nevel—in
LT ] NN S
the days—to comeg s =
| || NowsN'm tkanplatingﬂ-iyodr apotherino?el by | the
i | i ! | i i | | i i j !

rame of A Night of their Own. I, for cne, hope that You'l

7Lri£e £n intfcdugtiLn toithé Chiuggg_gzgiﬁléilég Jﬂ tLg_w__
.
o D RE aAEEEEw
I wart to trv my best to introduce The African litey
_atﬁrefinﬁo GEina. WCﬁld;yod like &o %eli mé akouﬂ yohr hif@
nd _your” - writings ? o o
EREAR e S RIEe

15%X20=300



Faber and Faber Limited
Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 34U
Telephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London wci

Matthew Evans
TE Faber

ATG Pocock
Desmond Clarke
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstaff’
Secretary

WA Floyd

Regrstered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

gL oL

January 10 1985

Mr Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.
St. Andrew
Jamaica

WEST INDIES

Dear Mr Abrahams

Many thanks for your letter of December 17 (which seems to have taken
even longer to reach me than my previous one did to get gef to you...)

I was glad that you are happy to go ahead with the contract with
Gummerus for a new edition of the Finnish translation of A NIGHT
OF THEIR OWN; it is good that the terms are now are so much better
than the original ones.

I would be pleased to handle translation rights in THE VIEW FROM
COYABA, and would certainly offer the French rights first to

Casterman as they have published so many of your earlier books.

Unless you have any reason for objection, I would be inclined also

to offer it first to the publishers}gther countries who have published
translations of your books - for the sake of both continuity and
courtesﬂto the publishers concerned. So unless I hear from you to

the contfary, that is what I will do in the first instance.

Yours sincerely

(fueh e

Judith Fiennes
Foreign Rights
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29 January 1985

Mr Peter Abrahams,
Coyaba,

Red Hills P.O.,
St. Andrew,
Jamaica, W.1.

Dear Mr Abrahams,

Judith Fiennes has passed on to m& youp/letter of
January 9th since I normally deé&l) with all matters
with regards to English Language/R¥ghts here. Miss
Fiennes deals with rights iffstramslation.

I think that the reason{why,John Farquharson sent this
request on to you dipeet‘was because they realised that
we had not actually ‘published the story 'Lonesome' and
they thought thereféréyfhat you would want to deal with
this request yolxself® However, we are, of course, very
willing to deal tRi#€ on your behalf and I have written
to the editot of this anthology asking what rights he
requires. \HBeloffers the sum of only £50 which I would
be prepared\to accept for rights in the British tradi-
tional market but if he is wanting world English
Langudge Rights in order that the book THE PENGUIN BOOK
OF SOUTHERN AFRICAN STORIES can be sold in the United
States also, then I should hope for an additional fee.
T will certainly do the best that I can for you.

With all good wishes,

Yours sincerely,

P T %

Mavis E.

b

Pindard
Permissions Manager
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Jarmapry 25 1985

Mr Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.
St. Andrew
Jamaica

WEST INDIES

Dear Mr Abrahams

A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN

I'm pleased to tell you that we have just re ved an offer
for a Bulgarian translation of A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN from
Narodna Kultura of Sofia.

The terms proposed are an adavance of $300 against a straight

6% royalty with the balance of the royalties on the first printing
to be paid on publication of the translation. However, in view

of the low selling price of books in Eastern Europe, I suspect

not much more would be due on publication.

It is however quite a reasonable offer for a Bulgarian translation
and Narodna Kultura are good publishers so I hope you will agree
to our going ahead with a contract with them on this basis.

I will look forward to hearing from you in the near future.

Yours//lncerely

pA N (e

Judith ?Lennes
Foreign Rights



Coyeba

Red Hills P.0O. Box20
S3t. Andrew,

Joamaica

February 2, 1985

Viss Juditn Fiennes
Faber & Faber

3 Queen Sguare
London WC1N 3AU

Desr Miss Fiennes,

Thenk you for your letter of Jdenuary 25 about s
Bulgerien translation of . A Night Of Their Own.
Please do go ahead with it.

I think it will be easier 2ll ground if you
did not feel that you hed to clear each offer
of a trensletion with me. So pleese go ahead
and use your own judgement and discretion which
I em sure will be to our mutuel adventage and
setisfaction., I think you are in any case in

a much better position than I am to decide

whet is or is not & reasonable offer. ©Co
please only consult if there is something
unusuel involved.

"hat I do wish to heve for my contrects file
is 2 copy of each contract you negotiate.

Yours sineerely



Jﬂnuﬂry gp 1985

Miss Judith Fiennes
Peaber & Faber

3 Jueen Sguare
EBondon WC1N 3AU

Pear NMiss Fiennes,
The enclosed speeks for itself and will be grateful if you
will doal with it.

when I ended my relations with tihe Farquherson Agency I ssked
them to pass e2ll such gqueries directly to Fabers; they seem

strangely unwilliing to do thisg

fours sincerely



&
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,January 8 1985

Mr Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.
St. Andrew
JAMAICA

Dear Mr Abrahams

Thank you for your letter of December 20 returning our cheque for
£700.

I'm truly sorry if there appears to have been some misunderstanding

in this matter. I had thought that your instruction for us to

retain royalties due to you applied only to David Philip's

acquisition of paperback rights in Path of Thunder. I gave instructions
accordingly to the subsiduary rights section of the royalty depart-

ment and, so far as I know, that instruction is being carried out.

I really didn't realize that your request should apply to all monies
due on all books of yours and I didn't pass that instruction to

Mrs Morbey. However, I have done so now, returning your

cheque to her, and quoting your last paragraph about income tax.

I'm so sorry if we have inconvenienced you in any way.

With my warmest good wishes for the new year.

Yours sincerely

A.T.G.\ Pocock
Vice-Chairman



December 20,
1984

¥r. A.7T.G. Pocock,

Feber & Faber Ltd

3 Queen Sgquare

London WC1N 3AU

Fnglend.

Deer lr. Pocock,

The enclosed ceme as somewhat of a
surprise in view of your detter of Janusary
12th of this yeer, advising that you had
given instructions-{or my royalties to be
retained at Febera until I ask for them 1§
be mede evailable to me. I 2ssume this
is an oversight hence my return of the
cheque to you, . 1 have no need of the
money here.. I hope there is no problem
about your reteining my royelities until
I have ‘need of them; if there is let me
know and 1 will make srrangenments for a
savings account to be opened jointly in my
neme and my wife's nsme. I am not of cours
trying to avoid peying tax: if the money is
retain there the tax must be deducted there

Nrs., Morbey of your royelty dept will
be interested to know thet I sent the €lain
Form for Relief from UK Income Tax to our
own locel tex people on karch 31 of 1982,
a3 required by the double tsxation arrange-
ment between Jemaice and Britain., They
heve presumebly done nothing s2bout it up tc
now, which is not unusu=sl,

Eegst wishes for Christmes.

Sincerely



lMarch 31,
1982.

The Commissioner of Income Tax,
Income Tax Department,

116 East Street,

KINGSION.

Ref No: 001494

Dear Sir,

l., Attached please find form for Cleim
by 2n Individual to relief from United
Kingdom Income lax duly filled out and
signed.

2. Cettificate of Deduction of Income
Tax in the United Kingdom.

Kindly endorse and forward same to the

appropriete UK authorities, at your earlies
convenience.

;ggfs sincerely,

Peter Abrahams



-ﬁoﬁ.bOX 20

Matthew Evans Esg.,
Feber & Feber Ltd.,
3 Queen Square,
London WC1 N 3AU.
Englend.

Dear lir, Evaens,

I have just received & cheque and
Royalty Statement ‘rom your ac¢counts departmen
in Herlow covering the advance .0f tye peaper-
bagk sele of WILD CONQUEST«t6e [Thomess Nelson.

There has been & tex deduction of
30% with a note from lre.”Psuline Norbey
advising me to complete.'an enclosed form if
I wish to cleim exémption from United Kingdom
Income Tax.

This matter of 1T=2x exemption was
dealt with by \Innes Rose many yeers 2go when
the Frrquh2rson agency henuled my affsirs, and
for the past 25 years tney hsve not deducted
any tex and I heve maue my returns locslly
without any applicetion for exemption with
each paynent received. Periodicslly the Britis
Tex authorities heve sent me 2 form to confirm
that I was still resident in Jamaica end still
paid taxes here, sna that wes it. I am natural
concerned nct to chenge this pattern if it
can be avoided., Could you pleze look into
this for me?

Wwith best wishes.

Yours sincerely



.12 February 1982
ME/CMW

Mr Peter Abrahams
2.0 Box 20

Coyaba

Red Hills P O

ST ANDREW
Jamaica

Faber and Faber Publishers
3 Queen Square  De3T Mr Abrahams

London WCIN 34U
Telephone 01 278 6881 Thank you for your letter about the tax reduction from

Telex 299633, Faber G~ YoOur royalties, T . will talk to Mrs Morbey immediately
Telegrams and will be back in touch with you within the next few

Fabbaf London wcr -~ 488

Matthew Evans With bes%t, wishes,

T E Faber

AT G Pocock )
George Taylor Yours sincerely

Rosemary Goad -

Giles de la Mare ' \M g u A-) ‘, Ve Yy

Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstaff’

Secretary
J D F Nichols

Matthew Evans

Registered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703



Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 34U
Telephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London wci

Matthewo Evans
TE Faber

A TG Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum

Anthony Wagstaff

Secretary
J D F Nichols

Regrstered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

10 March 1982

ME/CMW

Mr Peter Abrahams
P O Box 20

Coyaba

Red Hills P O

ST ANDREW
Jamaica

Dear Mr Abrahams

I'm sorry about the delay in getting back to you on the
problem of your tax exemption. Qur royalty department
phoned Foreign Dividends who _confirm that the exemption
already obtained by you covers omnly payments made to you
by John Farquharson and teo“enable us to make payments to
you direct, without deduction of tax, the forms that were
sent to you should be completed and returned to your local
taxation office. I hope that this is all perfectly clear
and if there is any . further problem, please let me know,.

With best wishes

Yours sincerely

(Wil Lea

Matthew Evans

T



;Hﬁﬁmﬂﬁ%ﬁbhﬂd
Distribution & Accounts

EhnﬁhﬁﬁEkaﬁﬂ%lﬁw
Harlozw, Essex CM20 2HX
Telephone 0279 21352/3

0279417134

In order for you to claim exemption from United Kingdom Income Tax
please complete the enclosed  form.

Pauline Morbey (Mrs.)
12 January 1982
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* FABER & FABER LTD

" Burnt Mill
»~  Elizabeth Way
Harlow, Essex
CM20 2HX

Author:

Payee:

PETER ABRAHAMS

PETER ABRAHAMS

ROYALTY STATEMENT

A/C No:

5

DATE

30.11.81

50.9.81

By Royalty Received:

WILD CONQUEST

By Permission Fee Received:

RETURN TO GOLI

To Tax on £150,00 @ 30%

150 | 00
2] 92
152 92
45 00
107 | 92




' FABER & FABER LTD ROYALTY STATEMENT

Burnt Mill
Elizabeth Way
Harlow, Essex
CM20 2HX

Author: PETER ABRAHAMS A/C No:

Payee:

DATE

5.11.81 WILD CONQUEST

By 60% share of £250,00 being the amount
received from Thomas Nelson & Sons for the

Advance on Signature of the above title, 150




Faber and Faber Limited
" 3Queen Square London WC1N 3AU FFR 15351

Date.. 2cnd May  .1981 . Your reference.. .ctier of k5 | arch 120l

Permission is hereby granted

Denise Coussy

- ¢/o Uhristian Bargois, Union Génerale d'Editions, 8 rue Garanciére,
............................................................................................................................................................................................... TSO06 PaElE, Tanoe

translate into French and
ta reproduce without alteration or omission (and also to transcribe into braille for the use of the blind):

p.63-64 Section 4 from 'The Coloureds'

RETURN TO GOLI

by. R F ol o) Yo - . V. T

B GRitical anthology. of IEnglish=speskingmilrican. WLiteTs e

to be published by.20ove_in 10/18 series Y 12, ) % S S

L , . French
for non-exclusive rights in the Baghsh language throughout. 08 _WOTLA e

subject to the payment of...af.. a..pockek. hook. edition;. . . permission. for.suhseouent. . printing:
(less bank charges) Twonélated and to be renegotiated
and the printing of acknowledgment in the form: Reprinted by permission of Faber and Faber Ltd from

WIURN 70 GOLI

3.25

Amount received

Sterling Equivalent
PETER ABRAHAMS

Faber & Faber : 10% 0.33

Amount payable : 90% 2.92

V.A.T. at the standard rate applicable at the time of payment should be added to all remittances from the
United Kingdom.
V.A.T. Registration Number 232 2786 71

Registered Office as above. Registered in England. No. 944703



December 17,
1984

diss Juditg Fiennes
Faber & faber

3 queen Sguare
London WC1KN 3AU

Dear lMiss Fiennes,

Ihank you for your letter of the 4th
which seems to heve been e long time coming,.

The two contracts I have for Gummerus
for A WREATH FCR UDOMQ end A NIGHT OF
THEIR CWN have much less ¥a¥Yourable terms
then those now proposed: 5% on the first
3,000; T4#% to 6,000 snd 10% tnereafter.
but that was more than ten yesrs ago.

So piease go anead with Gummerus.

On THE VIEW FROM COYABA, I would like
you to handle all translation rights on the
same kind of agency basis as the previous
books, I would slso went to give first
refusal in the French lenguasge rights to
Cesterman who have published my earlier
books,

Please do sign the Gummerus, and any
othe# foreign rights contracts on my
behalf. /nd please let me know if there
is eny other point of uncerteinty or any
gquery.

Yours sincerely



Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 34U
Telephone 01 278 68581
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London wci

Maithew Evans
T E Faber
AT G Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstaff

Secretary
J D F Nichols

Regustered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

JF/CEB

December 4 1984

Mr Peter Abrahams
'Coyaba’

Red Hills P.O.

St Andrew

Jamaica W.I.

Dear Mr Abrahams

A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN

I am pleased to tell you that we have just heard that K.J. Gummerus
would like to reissue their Finnish translation of A NIGHT OF
THEIR OWN.

The terms proposed are an advance of FIM13,000 (approximately
£1625) against royalties of 7%% on the first 5,000 copies

sold and 10% on all copies sold thereafter. This is quite

a good offer and I should be grateful if you would let me know
whether you would like us to go ahead with a new contract

with Gummerus on your behalf. If so, would you like to sign
the contract yourself, or would you be happy for us to sign

it on your behalf as we do for most of our authors?

If you would like us to go ahead with the contract, it would

be extremely helpful to know what the terms of the original
contract with Gummerus were for this book as we would obviously
not like to agree to less favourable terms for #4 new one.

THE VIEW FROM COYABA

I notice from our contract with you for your new book, that
you have retained the translation rights yourself, although
when you broke with the John Farquharson agency, you asked

us to handle all rights in the books we had already published.
The terms of the new contract therefore came as something

of a surprise and I should be grateful if you would let me
know what you would like us to do with any enquiries we may
receive for the book. Shall I send them straight on to you,
or would you like us to handle tramslation rights on the same
kind of agency basis as the previous books? It is obviously
important for us not to get any crossed wires here.



December 4 1984

Mr Peter Abrahams

I will look forward to hearing from you soon about this and
for the Finnish offer for A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN.

Yours sincerely

Judith Fiennes
Foreign Rights



XXXXXXXXXXX
0944-2580

17/12/84

¥r. Frenk Pike
Faber & Faber
3 Queen CSgusre
London VC1N 3AU

Dear lir. Pilke,

A gquery from Judith Fiennes on the
terns of en old Finnish contract sent me
digging deep into my contracts file over
this past weekend, ) I found her sasnswer
but 1 also found & series of letters from
Knopf in which, following the take-over,
they gave up the rights in most of my books
published by them under the old management.
These rights have now reverted to me, end
among them-is the rights in THIS ISLAND ROV

Their copy of the originsl Gertificate
of Copyright shows, incidentelly, that the)
knew of the missing peges 278 - 298 end
specificernlly requested that these be regist
ed. The point is the American market is
free snd uné®umbered and you cen hewe 2cces
to it on the terms esgreed for #h® View Fron
Coyaba.

Sorry I overlooked this when you firs-
wrote.

fours sincerely
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Coyaba,

Box 20 Red Hills
ot. Andrew
Jrmaica

November 22 1984

Mr., Frsnk Pike
faber &« Faber
3 Nueen S uare
London WC1N 3AU

Dear Kr. Pike,

Sorry to leesrn Curtis Brown h=s not replied
to your queries about U.S5. rights to This Ixsand
Now., Of course taey woudd have nad to get in
touch wi th Knopf who pubdished the took in the U.S.
to ask their permission for you to sell in the
U.S5. market. I don't know how long it is since
you wrote, ~2nd tney may indeed have done just

that and be wa™dng on e repiy from Knopf. If,
however you, feel » reply is cverdue I suggest
that you write to Knopf yourself - publisher to
publisher mignt hesten tne process - since it is
tuey and not the sagent who must meke the finsl
decision. If you .rite to Knopf 1 suggest you
advise Curtis Brown as you have epproached them
in tue first instance.

Curtis Brown hes not been in touch with
me about this matter.

Yours sincerely

Peter Abrhbmas



Faber and Faber, Inc.
Publishers
London and Boston

39 Thompson Street
Winchester, MA 01890
Telephone 617-721-1427/8
Telex 888878 Faber Inc

Thomas Kelleher
President
Publisher

Susan L. Nash
Vice President
Promotion Manager

Dennis M. Campbell
FEditorial Director

Elaine C. Curiis
Financial Manager

Abigail Genuth
Assistant Sales Manager

Dhrectors

Matthew Evans (UK)
Thomas Kelleher

Machael McLennan (UK)
Susan L. Nash

//9 2471 ;/ )Z/L Vi

December 17, 1984

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills

P.0.Box 20

St Andrew

Jamaica

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

As vou know, at Faber Ltd.'s request (and vours,

of course), we have already filed for renewal of

the copyright on WREATHFOR UDOMO, which was originally
published in 1956. We sent the application to the
copyright office several months aro.

As we put your name as the claimant, it is possible
the renewal paperwork has been forwarded directly to
you and not to us. Has it?

We are trving to reach the people at the copyright
office by telephone to ask, but they make it a practice
to answer the phone as little as possible -- they are
really incredibly difficult to reach. So in lieu of

a reply from them, I thousht I had better ask vou.

A short note written on this letter will suffice.

By the way, we are all looking forward to publishing
THE VIEW FROM COYABA this Spring!

-

_~Cordially,

_Susan L. Nash
““Vice President

cc: Mike McLehnan



Coyeba

P.0. Box 20
Red Hills
Ste Andrew

Januery T, 1985

Miss 83unna Nash

Feber & Faber Inc.,,
39 Thompson Street
Winchester, MA 01890
U.S.A.

Dear lliss Nash,

Thank you for your letter of December 17
1984, which only reach me over this past weekend!
We usually have a terrible postal bottleneck
over the Christmas holiday! period which is rsrely
cleared before ilsrch,

Ine renewal papers for A WREATH FOR UDOMO have
noet been sent to me by the copyright office and
I ¢e#n only wonder whether the delay is at that
office or wnether you deft out some essential
detail of the epllicetion, Did you use Form RE
snd include 369 Bid" you give the following
details on that Form:

{i%le: A WHEATH FOR UDCMO
Publisher: Alfred A, XNopf
Published: May 8, 1956

If you have and they have it on record then we

should get the renewsl sooner or leter, If not
you mey have & few problems.

I do hope this will be sorted out 2s I do not
want the copyright to leapse.

A suggestion about THE VIEW FROM COYABA: I think
the bleack churches, particulerly in the South,
are likely to be very interested in the U.3. and
religious sections ere these were modelled on the
A.M.E. Church in the U.S,

1l am glesd we have now made contact,
Best wishes

Peter Abrshams



Lovember 3, 1984

riles de 1» lrre Esq
'ster & Feaber Ltd

32 Jueen Sjusre
Lonaon /ClN 3AU

Terr Nr, de l# Msre

I an gled tO return the sct for THE
VIEW FulUW COYABA, duly d snd with ell
but cne of the sgreed ges mnde,

Uaving mede wy pr ebout clruse 8

I have left it UJ epprecistive
gesture! It is %:é) tint we do not need
Tant t;ae of Sﬁﬁ ng after such long
yesrs of souoc;at*on.

O

aeat regards

Yoyrs sincerely



Faber and Faber Limited
Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN3AU
Telephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London Wi

Matthew Evans
TE Faber

ATG Pocock
Desmond Clarke
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstaff
Secretary

WA Floyd

Registered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

23 October 1984

Peter Abrahams Esg
Coyaba

Red Hills PO

St Andrew

Jamaica

WEST INDIES

Dear Mr Abrahams

Thank you very much for your letter of 11 October. As you probably
realized, the contract we drafted for THE VIEW FROM COYABA is based
on our standard authors' agreement form. We have indeed tried to
make it as comprehensive as possible, but this is nothing new! We
have put details of subsidiary rights in all our contracts since the
early 1960s.

Obviously, we would be very happy to accept the changes you have
suggested. Would you like, then, to make the appropriate deletions
and alterations - in clauses 1(7), 2(2)(d) and 8, and, if all is
now well, sign it and return it to me? We will then make the same
changes in the other copies of the contract and send you one signed
by us. It is good of you to say that you would be happy for us to
handle some of the subsidiary rights, like dramatic, film, radio,
television,and sound and video recording if the need arose; and we
should be pleased to help you here in any way we can - as your agent.

We hope, of course, that we will be doing your next book, when the
time comes, and I agree with you that there's absolutely no need for

us to keep in the standard option clause if you'd prefer it that way.

I'm much looking forward to reading A VIEW FROM COYABA when I can
lay my hands on a copy.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,
L4
s | tnMax

Giles de la Mare



Faber and Faber Limited
Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN3AU
Telephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London wct

Matthew Evans
TE Faber

ATG Pocock
Desmond Clarke
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstaff
Secretary

WA Floyd

Registered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

17 October 1984

Mr Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O

St . Andrew
Jamaica
WEST

INDIES

Dear Mr Abrahams,

Thank you for sending back your proofs for The View from Coyaba so
The courier service seemed to operate very efficiently
and I received the package on October 10th as you envisaged.

promptly.

I have now collated all your corrections(including the substitution
of 'palaver tree' for 'talking tree' without quotes as you indicated)
with our proof-readers and the proofs will be returned for press

shortly.

Yours sincerely

v f

\J an h\ a0 ,,-‘:-‘S e 2}
Jane Robertson
Proofs Controller
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Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 3AU
Telephone 01 278 68581
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London Wl

Matthew Evans
TE Faber

A TG Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstaff’

Secretary
J D F Nichols

Regrstered office as above
Regrstered in England
number 944703

lst October 1984

Peter Abrahams Esq
Coyaba

Red Hills PO

S5t Andrew

Jamaica

West Indies

Dear Mr Abrahams

I'm pleased to enclose with this our form of agreement for THE VIEW
FROM COYABA, which has been drafted in accordance with the terms
agreed between you and Frank Pike. If it seems to you to be
satisfactory, I'd be grateful if you could initial and sign it and
return it to me. I'll then send you a copy signed by Fabers.

Please don!t hesitate to get in touch if there are any points
about which you are in any doubt.

Yours sincerely

Vi/ffﬁ'f 1 L oMon~

Giles de la Mare



Giles de la lsre Esy Cetover 11, 1984
Faber & Faber

3 Queen Sqgueare
TLondon WC1N 3AU

Lear lir., dela bisre

thenx you for your ietter of ist Octlober ana tne form of
egreement, which came as sometning of a surprise in its all-
enbracing comprehensiveness. lone of my many previous agreements
with Faber required that I srant more than book publishing rights
in English turoughout the Commonwenlitn, andmy exchanges with
Frank Pike were bedded in the assumption that the only new
feeture would be tuat the book publishing rights in Englisn
would now be worldwide. Your list of subsidiery rights was
therefore totelly unexpected. Andfig isvat lesst forty odd years
since I was last required tov promise the publisher first refusal
of my next book! Co I suggest e, following changes:

1) If yow having U.S. rights is to be no less favourable to
mwe than 1f the book/were published by an Americen firm
tarough an American agent then I should have ninety per
cent; my Americasl dgemt's commission would e 10%

Irenslations: these'rights nave always recnined with me,
with my agent and sub-agent shering a total commission of
15%. Castermamn/ anve published me in French and I would,
as a matter of principle, went them to have first refusal.
3) Pilm, zedio“snd television, dremetic , sound and video
recording rights are not properly a part of 2 contract
coneeraing the publicsation of & book. Faber would, in
any case act as my agent in the event any of these rights
being marketed., I frankly do not want to surrender
persgnal control over these rights., Some terrible things
heves and cen be done, when books are trenslated from

one %o another medium.

(2%
S

If you would agree to meke these three changes: a) adjust the
terms for your having the Aumerican masrket; b) return translation
rights to me; c¢) delete the requirement that you be granted sole
and exciusive right to drenatic, film, randio 2nd television and
sound and video recording rights, I shall be happy to sign the
contrect. I ber would in any cese hsndle these rights, but as ny
agent. And I will of course offer Faber first refusal of my next
work, without having to sign a promisory note.

Yours sincerely



PIKE FABBAF LONDCN WCl

RETURNING PROCFS BY COURIER TODAY
COET IWERTY-TI%0 POUNDS

ABRAHAMS
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Uctober 8, 1984

8 June liobeptson

Proofs Controller

Iesber & faber lid, Publishers
3 Jueen Sgusre

London W.C.l N3 AU

Fngland

LDeer s Robertison

I return herewith the“prge proofs of The View Vron Coysbeb

I expect you will be relieved to know thet apert f{rom
the inevitable typos (and, relatively few of those), I found only
one importent chenge thet neceded to be nsnde ond thst was on page
229 whnere the insexrted 'talking tree' hss been maintained in the
text despite my strong objection to it expreseed in my notee of
correcticn to the finsl edited ms of July 26th, Please therefore
substitute 'palaver tree' for 'talking tree - and without quotes.

I thought the printing extremely good and clesr though, of
necessity I expect, a Little cremped to get as much on the page
2s possible.

I am today dispatching the proofs to you by Islend Couriers
80 you should receive them not later than Wednesdey the 10th.

Yours sincerely



Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN3AU
Telephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London Wi

Matthew Evans
TE Faber

AT G Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstaf]”

Secretary
J D F Nichols

Registered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

kp

25th September 1984

Peter Abrahams
'Coyaba'’

Red Hills BO
S5t Andrew
Jamaica

Dear Mr Abrahams

I am pleased to enclose a set of page proofs for your
novel The View from Coyaba ‘and would be most grateful

if you could check these and let me know what corrections
or changes you wish to make not later than October 15,

if that is possible.

Proofs are also being very carefully checked here
against your manuscript by one of our proof-readers
and will be checked in-house at Faber again when
your corrections are collated with our reader's set.

If there are any problems at all in connection with
the proofs or return date please don't hesitate to
contact me.

Yours sincerely

kﬁ.éé?ﬁ&z*\

Jane Robertson
Proofs controller



Faberand Faber Limited
Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN3AU
Telephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London wci

Matthew Evans
TE Faber
ATG Pocock
Desmond Clarke
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstaff
Secretary
WA Floyd

Registered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

25 September 1984

Peter Abrahams Esq
Coyaba

Red Hills P O

St Andrew

Jamaica

Dear Mr Abrahams,

I enclose the proofs of THE VIEW FROM COYABA, together
with a note from Jane Robertsomsy our Proofs Controller.
We are having to send them to.the agent of the courier
in Jamaica, the address of which I will cable to you
and which you should have received by the time you read
this letter. In order to get them back to us, please
could you take them back to that office, and they will
make arrangements for the parcel to be couriered back
to us. If by any chance it is not possible to have us
billed direct, let us know immediately what the bill

is and we will . refund it to you straight away. If there
is any problem at all, do let us know.

We received your letter of 14 September today, and we
will try to contact you at Radio Jamaica if there are
any urgent problems. Faber Inc are pursuing the
question of copyright on Udomo and we will let you know
what comes of it.

Yours sincerely,

/W/L MS%

Kate Hobson
Assistant to Frank Pike



Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN3AU
Télephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London Wi

Matthetw Evans
T E Faber

AT G Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum

Anthony Wagstafl’

Secretal
J D F Nichols

Registered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

21 September 1984
MM/SP

Mr Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P.0.Box 20
St Andrew

Jamaica

Dear Mr Abrahams

Thank you for your letter of 12th September. 1I'm a bit disappointed
of course that you can't face being "paraded" or "launched" but

not surprised. I had taken the implication of your earlier comment
but, as fate has lodged me in a sales department and the house
mortgage and the childrens' shoes, personal computers and break -
dancing equipment keep me there, I dutifully followed up to have

it spelt out in words of one syllable. You're not alone amongst
authors in being unable to stomach publishers parties and we

are quite happy to do as professional a job as possible of selling
into the shops and trying toget displays in them.

I hope the passage of proofs to and fro is proceeding smoothly
because I would still like to separate the launch of Coyaba in
Feb/March from the more general Caribbean writing campaign we
have later in the season next year.

Wi best wishes

L {\L(M \ ‘

e MecLennan




Septiggir 14,

Mr. Frank Pike
Faber & Feber
3Queen Sguere
London W.C.1l

Lesr NMr., Pike
Hgenk you for your letter of Septewber 5th.

I am sorry but we do not use a telex service at Rrdio Jamaics
The telephone service 2t Redio Jsmaiea is 'usuelly reliable. It is
my own personal service, which is<& primitive rural service, whict
is not reliesble. There should therefore be no problem about gett:
any urgent message to me by phonewthrough kKadio Jesmeica,

I go down to the radiolstation twice weekly, on Mondsys and
Frideys, usually at two in the afternoon Jamaica time, which woul ¢
make it 2bout seven in the evening your time. I am ususlly there
for about twenty minutes ©on esch occesion, unless some urgent
matter comes up. If there'ls need to telk to me personslly on an y
pressing matter I can arrenge to be at the Bedio station at an
sgreed time. Ctherwise the people there will hold messages or get ;
ther up to me if they Pre pressing. 1 hope this answers your
concern over anything urgent asrising, though I do not expect any
such emergengy \@tuthis stage.

I will iIndeed mrke sure that the proofs are returned to you
within i4 days; taat is of course provided you have msade the
'reply paid" arrangement with the air courfier, as you indicated
in your letter of August 8th.

Thank you for tsking care of tlie other mestters, and you would

by now have received my note 2bout the copyright of A WREATH FOR
UDOMO.

Yoyrs sincerely



Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 34U
Telephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London wci

Matthew Fvans
TE Faber

ATG Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstafl

Secretary
J D F Nichols

Registered office as above
Registered i England
number 944703

‘5th September 1984

Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P O
St Andrew
Jamaica

West Indies

Dear Mr Abrahams

Thank you for your letter of 2lst August and its enclosures.
I've asked for your dedication to be dincluded in the proofs

of THE VIEW FROM COYABA, which are due at this office on
September 25th and I hope will be on their way out to you
within 24 hours, and reach you within another 24 hours. Uould
you be able to return them within 14 days? We want to pass
the book for press by October 20th, and need to allow time for
collating your proofs with our house reading and resolving any
queries, As far as the latter are concerned I wondered if you
had access to a telex machine at Radio Jamaica dr elsewhere?

If the telephone is unreliable it seems the best way of dealing
with anything urgent that might be too unwealdy for a cable.

I will consult our export department about supplying your German
reader with books and our rights people about the request from
Zimbabwe and the Romanian business which Matthew Evans' secretary

has shown me.

Yours sincerely

-
2 A

1\? ~a \H (_\.

Frank Pike



Coyeba
Box 20 Red Hills P.O
5t. Andrew
Jemaica
12 September 1984

Vr. Nike Nclennzan
Feber & Faber
3 Queen Sguare
London W.C.

Dear Nr., Mclennan,
Thank you for your letter of September 7.

I had hoped that the last sentence in the second
paragraph of my letter of August 25th would prompt
you to stave off the inevitable Dunphy request for
a'personal appesrance' at & launching/signing party
at his Bolivar Gallery/bookshop. Perhaps I was not
forthright enough. I detest these 'do-s', especially
when a snob-class velue is associsted with them.

I can assure you that one mention on Radio J2maica,
with whnich I em essocinrted, anda one announcement

in the Deily Glesner, would alert vastly more key
people in this sociedy to the publication of Coyaba
than would any number of parties of Dunphy's.

Prrties are fine when you went to go to them, what-
ever the purpose or motive. Tney 2re burdens to

be avoided like the plegue if you don't want to go.
fnd I don't went to go. I don't think the buying of
a copy of 2 book of mine should depend on my being

a living exhibit at Bolivaer Gellery!

Best regards



Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 34U
Telephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London wer

Matthewo Evans
TE Faber

A TG Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum

Anthony Wagstaff’

Secretary
J D F Nichols

Regrstered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

T September 1984
MM/SP

Mr Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

P.0.Box 20

Red Hills

St Andrew

Jamaica

Dear Mr Abrahams

Many thanks for your letter of 25th August. Don't worry about the
copy for the possible advertisements or posters, our representative
Hugh Dunphy and I will try to cobble something together which has
impact and yet is faithful to the book.

Your letter prompts me to ask another question I'm afraid. We
certainly hope for bookshop displays for Coyaba and your other
available titles in Jamaiea in Feb/March (and incidentally again

in June '85 when we are mounting another Caribbean writers campaign)
but I wonder if we should proceed with the idea of a launch party

or signing session somewhere. If Hugh Dunphy was to organise a
perfectly sane civilised launch party (no hype, no speeches, invitations
vetted by you) with one of the bookshops, would you feel able to
attend? Obviously it would work wonders if we could alert key

people to. the publication of Coyaba and it would have much more point
if you were there to talk quietly to the participants and sign a

few books for them.

Please feel free to discuss this direct with Hugh Dunphy, His
address if P.0.Box 413, Kingston 10, Jamaica (Phone:92-68799).

bl

M‘ cLennan

Bes{ wishes




ceptember 11
1984
I'r, Frenk Pike
Feher & Faber
3 Jueen Sjusare
London %.C.1

Dear Mr. Pike,

I heve just been advised that the U.S.
copyright of A WREATH FOR UDONM(QO is up for
renewsl not later then December 31st, 1984.

Is it possible for the /mericen arm of
frbers to make the renewal applicetion as
my duly authorised egent 2nd pay the #6
registration fee?

If this cennot be done please let me know
by return (indeed let me know urgently in
eny case) a&s I may have to ask Curtis Brown
to do it for me, though I would prefer to
disengege.

Alfred A, Knopf published UDOMC on ley 8,
1956.

fours sincerely



Curtis Brown, Ltd.

575 Madlson Avenuc, Ncw York N Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200

August 30, 1984

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Coyaba, Red Hill P.O.
St. Andrew

JAMAICA BWI

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

This is to notify you that copyright in your work entitled

A WREATH FOR UDOMO

which was published by

Alfred A. Knopf on May 8, 1956

must be renewed, if you elect to renew it, not later than

December 31, 1984

For your convenience we are enclosing an application form
which contains instructions.

Curtis Brown, Ltd.



Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN3AU
Telephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London wci

Matthero Evans
TE Faber
AT G Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstaff

Secretary
J D F Nichols

Registered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

4 September 1984
ME/CMW

Mr Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O

ST ANDREW
Jamaicag, W.Il.

Dear Mr Abrahams

This is Jjust toNacknowledge and to thank you for your letter
of 25 Augusty withfits enclosures, to Mr Evans. I'm afraid
that Mr EvansNis at present away in Russia but I will pass the
correspordenee to him when he returns to the office on

17 September. In the meantime, I will Show the letters to
Frank Pike“in case anything should crop up during Mr Evans's
absence.

Yours sincerely

C M Whittaker (Miss)
Secretary tc Matthew Evans



Coyaba,
P.0. Box 20
Red Hills
St. Andrew
J=maica
August 25, 1984

Mr., Mike MclLennan
Faber & Fsbver

3 Queen Sguare
London W.C.1l

Dear Nr. McLennan,

It wes good to aear from the saies end of
Fber for 2 chenge and to know something
of your plens,

I am afraid, though, that I 2m not going

to be ofwany help to you. Ny mind is just
not cued~in to what meskes for good sales or
marketing. I have never been much good at
promotion, let alone self-promotion, which is
what anything to do with my own book would
amount to. For this reason I heve never
taken part in any of the lsunching or book
signing parties whenever I nad 2 book out,
and which are so populsr in this psrt of the
world. '

1 appreciate your concern for my views but
1 have no fear that Beber will promote Coyaba

as well and as adequetely as they have done
all my books over these past 30 yesrs and more

Best wishes

Yours sincerely



Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 34U
Telephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London wct

Matthew Evans
T E Faber
AT G Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstaff

Secretary
J D F Nichols

Registered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

17 August 1984 P
MM/SP '

Mr Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St Andrew
Jamaica

Dear Mr Abrahams
A letter from the sales end of Faber for a change.

As you know we are still anxious to schedule publication of The View from
Coyaba for February 1985, ideally for simultaneous publication in the UK
and the Caribbean, but above all in Jamaica. Our representative Hugh
Dunphy and I are already deep in the throes of planning a proper launch

and two of the ideas we're canvassing oue for a degree of press advertising
and a bodkshop/library poster. Of course there's a limited amount of

space to play with in both these items and I'm having trouble coming up
with short punchy arresting copy and would much appreciate your own advice.

Apologies in advance if this sounds facile but I want to communicate

the fact that Coyaba is an important book, a major evocation of the black
experience, essential reading for any intelligent person - something
Jamaican's should feel guilty about not having read when it crops up in
conversations across the island. etc etc. Can I ask if there is a way
you would like to present your book, a form of words or a focal point you'd
use to capture the attention of readers in Jamaica and the Caribbean
generally. We really would appreciate your views as it would obviously
be a disaster to prepare something that you found misleading or too
trite (though it is difficult to be particularly subtle in the"shout
lines" of an ad or a poster).

Many tharks and best wishes to you.

. J
) ‘r l/\/ UM s
e e
Export Marketi anager




August 21, 1984

Mr. Frank Pike
Faber & Frober
3 Queen Sguare
London W.C.1l

Dear Mr. Pike,

Thenk you for your letter of August 8: I look forward to
receiving the proofs when they are ready and I will of course
srrange to have them picked up from the sirport as soon as I get
your dete and time. COur telephone service hes been particularly
unreliable in recent months end sending & cable may be the easiest
way.

I em glad this whole business is-mow out of the way, or nearly
so end am curious as to whether you have set 2 publication date
yet. ULy own final contribution tothe meing of the book is the
dedication which I would like to read:

This book ia for the Africans,
It is also for my Daphne, the present-day
keeper of Coyaba

On enother matter, I enclose herewith a letter from a young
German reader which expleins itself. I suggest you tell him which
of the books are avaidable and the cost of your dispatching them
to him,

I am also enclosing aletter from Niss Holt of John Farquharson
with 2 request from Zimbabwe, I have retained the sample of their
work they sent because it is rather bulky but if you feel you would
like to see it I cansend it. It is essentially schools drama. My
incl§nation is to allow them to go ahead, but without the involveme
of Ferquharson.

Yours sincerely

enc, Letter from Mark Fowell. W.Germany
Dorras & Welker. Zimbebwe



Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 34U
Telephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London Wt

Matthew Evans
TE Faber

A TG Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstaff

Secretary
J D F Nichols

Registered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

‘8 August 1984

Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills PO
St Andrew
Jamaica

WEST INDIES

Dear Mr Abrahams

All the corrections and restorations listed in your letter of 26 July
have now been incorporated in the final typescript as promised, and
your original part structure reestablished. We hope to have proofs
in the last week of September and propose to send them by air courier
on, I hope, a 'reply paid' basis so that you can return them the same
way. You will be told either by telephone or cable the day of des-
patch and the expected time of arrival. Will it be possible for you
to arrange to have them picked up from the airport?

A colleague is now drafting a contract on the lines we discussed last
year. We have noted your request regarding American royalties, and

it may be that American publication should be the subject of a separate

agreement with our American arm, Faber and Faber Inc in Boston.
I hope you received safely my cable and letter about THIS ISLAND NOW.

You¥s sincerely,

:_;\,\,\ “’]ﬂ’({/

FRANK PIKE
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Scene One.

(The Usherette closes the auditorium doors and introduces the play to the
audience.)

Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. We are going to present to you

a play entitled "She Can't Even Cook Sadza". The action of the play
takes place in Zimbabwe and South Africa. All the actors take wart

in the chorus as well as acting their own parts. )

(She begins to walk away. As she does 50, there is a violent knocking on the
door and someone can be heard shouting "Let me in, Let me in". The usherette
runs back to the door. She opens it. Wids rushes in. He is obviously very
agitated and repeats over and over to himself, "Why did she do it? Why did
she do it?" The usherette approaches him.)

Usherette: What do you think you are doing? Don't you know tnere is a olay
about to start? Come on, get out.

Wids: Something dreadful has happened. I've got to talk to someone. You,
come here.

(He grabs a woman out of the audience.)

Wids: Why did she do it? I didn"'t want her to do it.
Girl: What are you talking about? Leave me alone.
Usherette: Come on, you're drunk., “Cet out. (She tries to take hold of Wids.)

Wids: Don't come near me., I'm warning you.

(The women rush off. Wids ‘stares after them, still in a state ol shz2l )

Wids: Why did she¢do it? I never meant it to happen. I wish I could start
again. (Pause." Wids calms down, as he begins to recall his past.)
I remember there was a group of us.$

(At this point two groups, one men, the other women, enter from opposite sides
of the stage. Vimbai is walking slightly in front of the other wowmen. They
are talking and laughing. One of them claps his hands and they all frecze like
statues. Wids starts walking amongst the group of men.)

Wids: We were always laughing, drinking. Playing with the girls. (He sees
Vimbai). I remember, the first time I saw her. She was standing
alone. She looked so beautiful.

(The statues explode into life and the two groups begin to taunt each other.
One of the girls runs towards the boys, and hitches her skirt up. Loud
applause from the men. Shrieks from the women. Wids and Vimbai are grabbed
by their respective groups and pushed together. The groups then withdraw
slightly and listen intently and react, in 'mock romantic' fashion to Wids
declaration of love.)
ids: i - g ou are ver oung and we both know that
e g%mhzléiii;?nwzomﬁgé wirinﬁgrg to get a %o;e of our own. BUF.JUSt
think of it Vimbai, you and I together, We will b?y a few tn1ng§ for
the house. People will give us things on our marriage. I'm asking



Wids: you to share my life Vimbai. To have my children. To make me the
happiest man alive.
I will start paying lobola as soon as I can Vimbai. I do not vant to
spend one minute away from you!
(Exit Wids and Vimbai.)

Chorus: Aaah!

Girls: Share a life together.

Boys: Build a home for two.

Gt Later we'll have children.

G: Aboy for him.

Bs A girl for you.

B: The payments for lobola.

B: The rent and sales tax too.

G: Our life is getting harder.

All: What are we going to do ?

G: Why did you go to the beerhall?

B: Why did you buy that dress?

G: You're always spending money.
: You're always wanting money.

Allzs We can't live like this.

(A station platform. Actors create the sound of a train arriving.)

(Enter Wids, Vimbai, Marufu and Zingizis)

Wids: Goodbye ,Vimbai, help theri at home. I'll be back as soon as I can. You
knaw we nwed the money.

Vimbai: If you think we need the money Vids.
Father: Don't forget your ‘home, rmy son, and your wife.

Wids: How is it possible?

(Exit Wids. The others 'wave after him for a while as the train leaves, tc the
sound of:

He's going away. He's going away,
Forgetting his home. Forgetting his wife.
It's rnoney he wants. It's money he wants.

CIIORUS: Months passed.
Vimbai heard nothing .
Where are the dresses?
Where was the money?
Living with Wids parents.
Life was hard and lonelye.



Scene Two. Je

(Marufu and Zingizi' house. Vimbai is polishing the floor. Marufu stands
watching her. Then Zingizi enters.)

Marufu:

Vimbai:

Marufu:

Vimbai:

Zimgizis

Vimbai:

*“larufu:

Zingizis

Vimbai:
Marufu:

Chorus:

Baba , how was your day? You look very tired. Sadza is nearly rcady.
It would be on the table but you know how slow Vimbai is....Vimbai, stop
polishing that floor and get the sadzal

You just told me to »olish the floor. Now you tell me to get the sadza.
You treat me like a slave in this house.

How can you speak to your Mother like that? Honestly why did Wids marry
you? You show no respect and you can't even cook sadza.

What am: I seess

Stop it! You two are always arguing. There's no peace since Wids left
this house. I don't know what that son of mine expects me to do. I've
got to work all day and come back to a dirty_ house full of fighting
wWOomen.

But father, everything I do is wrongeseses

You steal the food out of our mouths.  You bring nothing into the house.
How long are we supposed to keep @a.useless thing like you?

Quiet Woman! Leave her alone,She's trying but it hard. Its hard for
us all, can't you understand, Vimbai?

It's youfson who's left me here, When is he coming home?
You know we've heard nothing!’ (Exit Zingizi and Marufu.)

Nothingi Fothing! Nothingl

(A few members of the chorus approach Vimbai, and surround Her. They begin to
vpush her violently, as the,Chorus chants:)

Chorus:

Sweep it ups

Pick it upi

wWash it wupl!

Wipe it upt

Clear it up!

Clean it up!
NOW !

(Exit chorus.) (Enter Sindi and Shelley.)

Vimbaiz
Sindi:
Shelley:

Vimbai:

Its been so long since I've seen yo%’Sindi and Shelley.
Not since Wids left.
Its been such a long time.

I can't get out. Let's go quickly, before they see you.

(They Start walking‘. TEEE o)

Sindi:
Shelley:

Vimbai:

Sindi:

So they don't even let you out of the house?
What do you do all day?
Work.

It's terrible, we must get you away.



b,
Shelley: Come and have some fun.(The girls carry on wallting on the spots)

(Enter Steve, Joe and Tods. They sit on the edge of the stage and start to mime
a car. Tods is driving. Steve and Joe are in the back, drinliing. After a
while Joe turns and notices the girls. He slaps Tods on the shoulder. Tods
turns and sees girls. He brakes and the car skids to a halt. They wind the

windows down.)

Steve: Where are you going girls?

Joe: Want a 1ift? (Sindi goes up to the car.)
Sindi: Where are you going?

Steve: Want to come with us?

Sindi: Just a minute.

(5indi goes back to the other two. They go into a huddle. Vimbai is reluctant to
go. Sindi and Shelley return to the car.)

Sindi: We haven't got any money on us.
Shelley: (Agreeing, looking sorrowful.) No money.
foe: Don't worry about that!

Vimbai : When will we get back?

Joe: What does it matter?
Steve: I hope she's not going tc waste our time.
Tods: Don't worry, 1'll make sure you get bakk when you want to.

(With screams of delight, Sindi and Shelley jump in the back with Steve and Joe.
Vimbai goes round to the front next to Tods, who starts up tle car.)

Tods: Vimbai isn't it? You worked in my shop. D'you rememver? I was manager
at O.K.'s

Vimbai: Oh yes. I renember youe.

Tods: You weren't there long. What made you Xeave.

Vimbai: I got married.

Tods: Where's your husband now?

Timbai: In South Africa.

\Steve leans forwards over Vimbai.)

Stéve: D'you want a drink?

Vimbai: No I don't drink.

Shelley: Come D?VVimbai, why not try it. It doesn't hurt you.

Sindis Yeah go on. You live like a good woman and look at you. All you do is
work.

Shelley: Only men say women can't drink. They like to keep the best things for
themselves.

Steve: We don't try to stop you drinkingl
Shelley: If I was your wife, you'd stop me.



Steve:
Joe:
Tods:

Steve, Joe, Shelley, Sindi:

Joe:
Sindi:
Steve:
Joe:
Tods:
Joe:

Sindi:

That's different.

Only other people's wives.

You don't go out drinking with your wife!}

Shut up you two! I'm sorry about that.
women who don't drink.

Oh Yeah!
He says that to all the nice girls.

All they do is drink. I like

Aren't we nice girls?
Of course you are. (Cuddles.)

Can't we go somewhere more comfortable?
Alright, let's stop and decide what to do.
Just wait a minute girls.

Don't take too long! '

(The men get out of the car and cross over to the otqer gide of the stage.)

Joe: We're having the two at the baclk. I
.eve: Sally and Shirley.....or whatever their names are.
Tods: That's fine.
Joe: I don't think you'll get fargwith her.
Tods: We'll see.
Joe: I bet you don't get hexp into bed then.
Tods: How much?
Joe: Five dollars. (They shale on it. The girls get out of the car.)
Shelley: Are you going to)be all night? We want some fun, don't we, Sindi?
Sihdi: Yeah, let's go boogie.
Steve: (Grabbing 8in@i) Let's go. There's a new place. Some friends of mine
are in a band there.
Sindis Oh yeah fine" what are we waiting for?
(Thelley: (blowing kisses at Joe). Come on, big boy.
(Tods accompanies Vimbai and the three couples start walking on the spot. They
are surrounded by the chorus.)
CHORUS: So the bet is on
Vimbai is cold
What can Tods do?
What you gonna do Tods?
What you gonna do?
Put your arm round her,
Put your arm round her,
Go on! do it} do itl!
Vimbai

(Vimbai loo :
smiles at him and he does put his arm round her.

i is head.
d and Tods uses his extended arm to scratch his : :
hin ol bs He then nuts his thumb up to




(seeethe other couples. All three couples frecze.)

CHORUS:

Keep trying , Tods,

She's not so cold

Tell her you love her
You want her

You need her

One day you'll marry her,
You'll never deceive her,
Will you}Tods?




Scene Three.

CZORUS: Wids wanted money
He went down South
The land of gold
And avpartheid.
The money flowed
And so did the drink
And alwaya
Always,.woren
One eveninge.e.s.ein Wids flat..

(Enter Wids. He collapses, somewhat exhausted in a chair. There is a knocl at
the door. He poes over and opens it.)

Wids: Come in, Simba, sit down. What's wrong with yo@1?
Simba: I really want to see my family. I just €otfa Tetter. My brother is ill,
Vids: That's badeees
Simba: Sometimes I hate being here. )
ids: Come on! You're making more money here than you'd ever make at home.
You're having more fun. It's a gopd“iife.
Simba: How can you say that?
Wids: When I was at house I didn%it have enough money to buy a pair of trousers

- my wife was always wanting money from me =-... It was terrible. I can
do what I like here.

Simba: No, you can't. Money makes you blind! The white's boss here. You can't
live in a white man'sW\area, even walk there without a pass....They give

you just enoughimoney to keep you gquieteess

Wids: Suits me finel™, Come on, you need a drink., We both need a drink.
(Exit Wids and Simbad)

(The Chorus enters, and\takes up statue-like poses of people in a disco.)

Wids: Look at that woman,Simba. I have feelings about her.
Simba: (confused) What kind of feelings?
Wids: You are not a kid. I want that woman over there. You go and order

brandy and I will Emxexexytkirg invite her to drink with us.
O.Ke Wids. Give me the cash and I will do everything quickly.

(Wids approaches the woman. As he takes her hand, the statues gome alive and
start to dance. They form a ring round Wids and the girl. One of the chorus
goes off and grabs a bench. He is a bus driver. The others dance away from
Wids and the girl. They form separate lines of men and women behind the driver.

The music stops. The chorus changes into people on the bus. Simba shouts to

Wids: "Hey, Wids the bus." They look around and notice everyone has gone.)

Simba:

Wids: Can I take you home?
Girl: You can tale me, but you can't stay.

Wids: We'll see about that. (They join the bdus.)



CHCORUS: Everything costs you
Here in S.A.
Pay your bus fare
Pay your girlie
Buy a night
Of love
Forget tomorrow
Let's live now!
Forget the family
Forget the home
Forget the wife
Yeah!

(The bus dissolves on the "yeah.ﬁ)




9.

Scene Four

(Enter Tods and Vimbai.)

Tods: We've been seeing each other for a long time. When are you going to love
me?

Vimbai: You know I can't,Tods. I told you from the beginning. We are only
friends.

Tods: You are my only friend. Can't you see;Vimbai? I am spending all my time

with you. I'm spending money on you = everything. I want you Vimbai.

(Enter Wids and the girl from the opposite side of the stage.)

Wids: That was a great night. When are we going to do it aggin?

Girls You really like me?

Wids: Of course I do. You know that.

Girl: How do I know? You men are all the same. /Womenwmean nothing to you.

Wids: Well I'm different, you'll see...sWe'll spend some time together. 1I'll
make you hapny.

{

Tods: I could make you so happy, Vimbai. What are you waiting for? A man
who'll never return? How long is.it Vimbai? When did you last see him?

Get a letter from him?

Vimbai: He went away about a year @ago. I've had one card. He said he was in
Jo'burg.

Tods: One card in a year! Do you think that man loves you? I wouldn't treat
you like that. I4wouldiglways look after YOUsssses (He tries to put his
arm round her. She walks away.) Why did he go anyway?

Vimbai: He had to leave.
Tods: Why?
Vimbai: We neededwmoney. He had to get money for both of us.

dids: (counting notes) Here take this.

Girl: I don't want your money. I'm not a prostitute. (She turns to go, and

Wids grabs her.)

Wids: I know you're not a prostitute. This is just a present. Buy yourself a
dress. I think you're beautiful. I want to see you at your best.

Girl:e You really want to see me again?

Wids: Yeah, sure.

Girl: You're not just playing with me?

Wids: What do you think?

Girl: Perhaps you are different. Most men want something all the time. I'm
going to buy a lovely dress for you. It's only for you now,.




m
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(Wwids starts to go. She grabs him.)

Girl:
Wids:

Vimbai:
Tods:
Vimbai:
Tods:

Vimbai:
Tods:
Vimbai:
Tods:

Timbais

Tods:

Are you married?

Of course not. I'm free as a birdl

I'm a married woman,Tods. I can't go with you. You know thatl
And your husband? Do you think he's alone now?
Just leave me alone. I can't stand it any more!

You can't stgqnd it anymore? What about me? You want me to take you
out., You want me to buy you things. You don't give me anything.

Listen/Tods.....-.

No you listen! You're just using me until your husband comes bacliees
No, Tods?

Then prove itesse

Give me time. You know I'm living with Wids' parents. 1It's dangerous.
It's dangerous even seeing you.seslf they find outssee

Alright, but I warn youIVimbai, don't wait too long.

(Exit Tods. Vimbai watches him, and thén™turns to go. She notices Rudo, who has

been watching her all the time./ She tries to carry on walking calmly away. :
Occasionally, though, she turns_reund anxiously. Rudo is still watching her.
Vimbai hurries off. Rudo calls the\Chorus.)

Rudo:
CHORUS:
Rudo:
CHORUS:
Rudo:
Woman:
CLORUS:
Rudo:
Woman:
CHORUS:

Rudo:
CHURUS:
Rudo:

Woman:
Rudo:

Quick, come here. Wd've _ just seen her, with a man.

Who? Who?

That girl, Vimbai.

Vimbail Vimbail

Livingewith)her husband's parents.
Playing with another manl

Women like that! Women like that!

I won't let her speak to my daughter.
We mustn't let her in the church.

She's the sort of woman
She's the kind of woman
She's the type of woman.
Pah!

We were never like that.

Never! Never!

Always waited for our husbands.
Always worked for them too.

We didn't want a good time.




CIORUS:
Rudo:
CHORUS:

Did you? Did you?
Girls today have no respect.

- They think they're men too.



Scene Five. 11,

(Zlng121 and Marufu's house. 'zhnglzl is reading the newspaper. There is a nile of
washing on the floor, which Marufu is examining. She walks to the door, and
looks out,.)

Marufu: This is the second Sunday, she's been gone all day. There's all the
washing to do. The cooking. And Rudo says she's been out with a nanl

Zingizi: You say she definitely saw her with this man?

Marufu: They saw her.

8ingizi: So there is nothing to do. We can't keep her here any longer. Why did
Wids leave without giving her a child.

Marufu: So you blame Wids! You think it's his fault she's become a prostitute?

Zingizi: T didn't say that. But you know he has sent{ nosfoney - no letters,
nothing. We are left to keep his wife - $8 do_everything....

(Enter Vimbai.)

Marufu: Where have you been?

“imbai: I think you know. I've been with mypfriend.
Marufu: You have a lot of men friends now.

Vimbai: I have one. I saw your frlend Rudo spying on us. She told you the
story I suppose.

Marufu: (slapping Vimbai.) Youdrostitute! I don't want dirt like you in my
house. Eating my food%, Sleeping with other nenl

Vimbai: I have not slepi with any\man;essss
Zingizi: You must take your thimgs to your Aunt's house, Vimbai.

Vimbai: I am sorry father. I promise, up to this time, we are only friends.
Father, I have ‘been so lonely, hearing nothing. I'm young. I can't
help it it Sermetimes I want to go out, have fun., It's so hard. I have
tried.

Zingizi: A marriedywoman cannot behave in this way. She has duties. We have
kept you, Vimbai. Put the food into your mouth. We cannot allow you to
behave like this. What would Wids say? When he returns, everything wil
be decided. Goodbye, Vimbai. (Exit Marufu and Zingizi.)

CiORUS: You knew it would happen.
Vimbais But what have I done?
) You're a married woman, Vimbai.
You have a duty.

You must obey.
Vs But where is my hushand?

C: He's workinge.
For you’Vimbai.
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Scene 8 (cont.)

Vimbai: But why must I?
CEORUS: Don't ask question s!
(Vimbai runs away, as if trying to escape from everything. Enter Sindi and
Shelley.)
Sindi: What's the matter,Vimbai?
Vimbai: They've sent me away.
Shelley: Your Mother and Father, that's bad.
Vimbai: What can I do now?
Shelley: How can we help her? What's she going to do?
Sindi: She's got to go somewhere. What about your ‘ewn family?
Vimbai: They're very poor. I don't want to do thats
Sindi: What about Tods?
. Vimbai: What will people say? What if Wids comes back?
*Shelley: Listen,Vimbai. Worry about todays, Where else can you go? Tods can
help you. You can get money from him,
Sindi: But be careful. Don't get ¢pregnant. That way you're still a free
woman if Wids, g£mm if Wids ceomes home.
Shelley: Anywax’Tods wouldn't wantsa pregnant woman.(They take Vimbai off.)

(Enter Tods, walking. Steve &and Jpoé rush up to him.)

Steve:

Hey Tods!

Tods(turning.): What ds It?

Joe:
Tods:
Steve:
Steve:
Tods:

Steve:

Joe:

Tods:

CHEORUS:

Vimbai's leoking for you. They've kicked her out.
Who?
Come on! %ol know, her parents. You've been seen together.

Look Tods, you're in trouble. She wants to stay with you.

Well, that's fige.

Tods, it doesn't matter about the bet. This is different. This isn"t
just sleeping with her. She wants you to keep her. You must be careful

Tods .
That's right. She's going to trap you Tods.

I'11 keep her for as long as I want, If she's any trouble , I'11 throw
her out. I know how to treat women, I'm not a child. Come on. Let's

go and find her.

Vimbai's with Tods

She's got a man
Sometimes she wonders

Where is Wids?




CHORUS (cont.): Two years now
Not a word
Why did he marry her
Just to leave her?
Does he ever
Want to see her
Again?
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Scene 6

(Wid's flat in S.A. The girl stands with her bacik to thke audience, trying to do
up her skirt. Wids watches her.)

Wids:

You're getting fat. But I like mf women fat. So that's alripgnt.

(He approaches her. She backs away.)

Wids: What's the matter?

Girl: Nothing. I just don't like being called fat, that's all. Ané I've cot
to go.

Wids: What's the hurry?

Girl: I've got to see the doctore I'm not feeling well.

Wids: You didn't say anything to ke. You're not pregnant, are you?

Girl: Of course not. (Girl exits.)

(Wids &tares after her. Then he goes off stage and retlirns with a suitcase. He

starts packing. Enter Simba.)

Simba: What are you doing'Wids?

Wids: I've got to go. I've got to leave\\this Dplace.

Simba: Why? I thought you loved it hére?

Wids: Things have changed. I thimk my girl's pregnant.

Simba: Do you really have to leavesher like this?

Wids: She was alright for a goodi\time. But that was all. I told her. She knew
the situation. I'm a“garried man.

Simba: You told her that®

Wids: Not exactly. Ah, look, you know how it is Simba. Women don't want to
hwar those kind of“things. They want you to lie to thex.

Simba: That's not trueiWid§ and you know it. You've treated her like dirt. She!
been good to you.

Wids: You marry her then. You seem to like her. I'm going home. I want to see

Simba:

my wife.
Son of a bitche.



[ R

Scene 9 (cont.) ' 16

Wids: She can throw her bastard off the Birchenough Bridge for all I care.
(Laughter. Freeze.)

(Vimbai taltes her hands from her face, and looks at the sleeping child. She
reaches over and takes the pillow from the top of the bed. Starts to sing
softly. Lifts the pillow to her chest and rocks it as if it were the child.
Suddenly she pushes the pillow onto the child's face, and suffocates the
child. Holds the cushion theres.eees)
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July 26. 1984
Mr. Frank Pike,
Fber & Feber
3 Queen Sqguare
London WC 1 N3 AU

Deer MNr. Pike,

Herewith my responses to the final edited version of the manuscript.
Because of the very large number of errors I had to go_ through it several
times, The whole chore would have been quicker end easier if you had
given Anne Walmdidey that original list of corrections.,” You will find
many references to that list in the one I enclose with<this letter. Please
let Anne Walmsley see a copy of this present list, #nd'I expect it to
get more serious and respectful attention thap.my earlier list received,

I would hate to have to make the ssme corrections on the galleys!

You will note that I have asked for the.restoration of a2 few cuts
at points where I felt the cuts diminished the impsct of the story. These
were short so that the bulk of Anne Walmsley's cuts are intsct. I have
also quarrelled with bits of editing which I thought sloppy end with one
or two cases of 'editing out' of provocetive or controversial idees.
A new technologicel berbarism may, sound wildly shocking until we think
of Agebt Orange and defoliants and the scientifeés® use of human heir and
skin by the Nazis and the new generation of weapons that kill people but
lewve real estate intact! The new technological barberssm is not all that
far off and editing it out won't make it go away. I found the straight cuts
generally more acceptable than the changes and I suggest you pay close
attention to my comments on these.

Now for the shape and structure of the book. As you must know by now
I do not think your place names for section heads, with or without detes,
is eny sort of improvement on my original structure with its six much
more balanced and integrated sections each headed by the names of the key
personalities 6f the story. And I frankly do not think nine numbered
chapters does anything for the appearance of the book and your non-reader
booksellers will certainly learn nothing from that. In any event, you
have other ways of getting to booksellergrather than rearranging the
concept and appearance of my book. I must therefore insist that the
appearance of the bogk remains as I first conceived it and leid it out.
None of your alternative suggestions are an improvement on that., If any
had been I would have accepted it.

Sorry I cannot help you with the blurb; I have no competence at it
gnd I do not think writers should be involved in writing their ow blurbs.
Just one small point of fect, Michael Manley's government did not
'collepse'; it was voted out of office in the general elections of 1980

In case you heve misleid my originsl section headings you will fin
them reproduced in that Reader's Report you sent me g::r}a year ago.

Yours sincerely



Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 3AU
Telephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf Londen wet

Matthew Evans
TE Faber

AT G Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstaff’

Secretary
J D F Nichols

Regrstered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

27 July 1984

Peter Abrahams Esqg
Coyaba

Red Hills P O

St Andrew

Jamaica

West Indies

Dear Mr Abrahams,

Further to my cable of today, I still haven't solved the mystery
of the discrepancy between the Faber and Knopf editions of THIS
ISLAND NOW but I have now been able to campare them and it is
perfectly true that 19 pages of text appear in the latter which
are missing from the former, After some discussion here I'm
writing to propose that we reissue the book in paperback early
in 1985, including this passage. I hope this meets with your
approval, We need to put the work in hand pretty well immediately
so I shall look forward to hearing from you whether you agree as
soon as possible,

I have already asked Curtis Brown New York whether the US market
will be available for us.

With best wishes.

™,

You:r:s!k Wejjz}(y; ( y

Frank Pike



August 3,
1984

Mr. Frenk Pike
Faber & Feber Ltd.,
3 Queen Sguere
Lonaon WC1l N3 AU

Deer Mr. Pike,

Thank you for your ceble and letter of

July 27 concerning the rei®smeing of

THIS ISLAND NOW with the missing passage
included., It seems a sensible solution to
an unfortunete matter and I nave no objection.

Your sincerely



Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN3.AU
Telephone 01 278 6881
Télex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London wci

Matthew Evans
TE Faber

AT G Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstaff’

Secretary
J D F Nichols

Registered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

6 July 1984

Peter Abrahamg Esgq

Coyaba

Red Hills PO ¢
St Andrew

Jamaica

Dear Mr Abrahams,

I'm very relieved to know that the manuscript of THE VIEW
FROM COYABA arrived safely. I'm sorry it took such a long
time to reach you: we did consider sending it by air courrier
but the cost was terrifying. However, I think we will have
to consider it again when sending you proofs, which will of
course be somewhat easier to handle. If you want to restore
any of the cuts and changes which have been made, please let
us know what they are as soon as possible,

Both Anne and I should have been more explicit about our
reasons for suggesting place names as part-titles, In a
way they are extrinsic to our feelings about the text as
such: the aim was to bring out the immense scope of the novel
by making it easier to demonstrate +to a widely dispersed
and varied readership all over the world, both before and
after publication, bearing in mind that our first customers
are booksellers who don't necessarily read everything before
they order it. Speaking personally, I found them a great
help towards keeping the whole novel in my mind while
rereading it at intervals over several days (and I think
there will be few who will have the time to read it at a
sitting). However, as you have pointed out, the blurb can
help with this as well, and I enclose a first draft of one
for your comments (it is much in need of improvement), I
have talked the question over with Anne, and we both feel
that if I fail to persuade you to accept our idea then the
best solution is, as you say, to have simply a prelude
followed by nine chapters referred to simply by numbers,

The paintings you sent us are now with our jacket design
agency, to whom I handed them over recently after having them
in my own possession. The photographs and negatives you

sent in October are also safely with our Publicity Department.,
I look forward to hearing from you with your comments on

the typescript.

Your
. /’j

gincerely,

i %,



THE VIEW FROM COYABA by Peter Abrahams

Only Peter Abrahams could have written this novel, It begins and ends
at Coyaba - the rugged, bush—-covered piece of land in Red Hills,

behind Kingston, Jamaica, where he has made his home since the fifties.
With the principal characters a family descended from runaway

slaves in Jamaica, whose own ancestors were brought from the Guinea
coast of Africa, the book spans 150 years of black people's history:
from just before the Emancipation in 1833 until just before the
4&%&3;5; of Michael Manley's government and the ousting of Idi Amin

in 1980, This history is brought marvellously to life in a series of i
significant episodes: the southern USA in 1912; Li¥étria in 1932; Uganda
and Kenya in 1953; Guinea and Nigeria and Ugandafagdin in 19723 Jamaica
in 1980, The different kinds of black communitief in all these places
are vividly and authoritatively evoked, assareNthe'kinds of individual
relationships (especially bet#een men and,wémen) which emerge from them,
In the course of the story Abrahams creé@tes ‘many unforgettable

and well-rounded characters: Samsbny the leader of the runaway slavess
the matriarch Sarah, grandmother of Jacob the pioneering missionary

in Liberia and bishop in Ugafidag and his son David the revolutionary.

The reader also meets a numb&r 6f historical characters.

Born in South Africe,“from where he came to England before moving
to Jemaica, Petef Wbrehams is the author of many novels and the
famous and best-selling autobiography, TELL FREEDOM, His work has
always condernedjitself with the human dimension to history and
politics. Thi® monumental novel is the crowning achievement of

his career,




Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN3AU
Telephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London wci

Matthew Fvans
TE Faber

A TG Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstaff

Secretary
J D F Nichols

Regrstered office as above
Regrstered in England
number 944703

28th February 1984

Peter Abrahams
'Coyaba'

Box 20

Red Hills PO
St Andrew
Jamaica

West Indies

Dear Peter

It was a great pleasure to meet you while I was in
Kingston. Thank you for the rum and the avocado
(which was delicious).

I've spoken to Fabers on my return about VIEW FROM
COYABA, and you can be sure that a copy of the novel,
marked up with editorial suggestions, will be with

you by the end of this month. Providing the editorial
discussions aren't too long-drawn-out, there's
absolutely no reason why we should not launch the

book with great fanfares, both here and in the
Caribbean, in the Spring of 1985. It would, by

the by, form part of a major Faber fiction promotion,
which would only be to its advantage, I feel.

We 're also looking to bring some new vitality to

our Caribbean publishing with a promotion of writers
like yourself, Derek Walcott, John Hearne, Wilson
Harris, and a new one, Caryll Phillips. I hope to
be writing to you very soon about a very specific
list of suggestions for new Abrahams as paperbacks,
in a uniform edition.

With very best wishes,

Yours,

Robert McCrum

BaS. If there are any points or queries you would like
to take up with me, please don't hesitate to call.



Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 34U
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Matthew Evans
T E Faber
AT G Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstaff

Secretary
J D F Nichols

Regustered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

"1 March 1984

Mr Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Box 20

Red Hills PO

St Andrew

JAMAICA

Dear Mr Abrahams

I will try and make this a short letter! Anne and I were able

to discuss your letter of February 6 earlier this week, and the
result is that she will start work on your typescript straight

away with a view to our letting you have our detailed editorial
suggestions early in March. Your position is entirely reasonable,
and in the editing our aim ‘will be to follow your prescription,

and you will most certainly have a final say as to whether we have
succeeded - that is, you will have approval of the final typescript.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

B /[ﬁ /(
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June 26, 1984

Mr. Frank Pike
Faber & Fsber
3 Queen Sguare
London WC1

Dear Mr. Pike,

The nanuscript has now arrived and I will write you in detail
on the text and the points you raise when I have gone through it.
If it is consistent with Anne Walmsley's indications in her first
revision I expect us to have no real difficulties.

I expect Anne Walmsley will have told you how appalled I was
to discover that you had not given her that list of corrections I
sent you all of nine months ago, and a guick and random check
showed mistakes in the final text which would have been picked up
if you had given her that list, ~I have, as she must have told you,
sent her a copy of that list. I hope you have not similarly lost
or misplaced the photograph, negatives and coloured illustrations I
sent you as these cennot be replaced.

a

What I do find & major stiwking point is the idea of/novel
having section heads that are geographic locations. It is almost
on a par with the idea of dropping dates into the text; both of
which would be fine in a travel book or a reference book or a general
political discussion book, but sunely not in a work of fietion, no
matter how realistic or bedded in history end geography and having
historical figures as part of the narative. I am prepared to
accept any idea or suggestion which is an improvement on my section
heading. A series of geographic locations, with or without dates, is
no improvement. ©So please either come up with something better or
g0 back to my originsl section heads.

Tour simplest alriternative is just to have the sectibns numbered
(not even called chapters) and then subdivided with smaller Romen
numerals, This would have the advantage of not appearing to break
the book up. My own preference is of course for the same pattern
that I established in A WREATH FOR UDCMO which no-one seemed to find
fault with at that gyime. To visualise your proposed lay-out, I
separated the sections and laid dhem out and walked into the most
terrible mental block! No novel has any business looking lile that.

Yours sineérely



Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 34U
Telephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
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Fabbaf London wci

Matthew Evans
TE Faber
AT G Pocock
George Taylor
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Secretary
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.15 June 1984

Peter Abrahams
'Coyaba'

Red Hills PO
St Andrew
Jamaica

WEST INDIES

Dear Mr Abrahams

Here is a copy of Anne Walmsley's finally edited text of THE VIEW
FROM COYABA for your approval. There are a few comments and queries,
some of the latter I'm afraid possibly resulting from the fact that,
embarrassingly, the list of corrections you sent last year never
actually reached Anne and I failed to keep a copy. This has only
Jjust emerged because of a misunderstanding between me and her, and I
can only apologize.

As you will see Anne has carried out her suggestion and the book
has been divided into chapters, to which she has added place names
but not dates. However she has retained your title 'Prelude' for
what might have been called Chapter One. She has reinstated the
brief description of the sea front at Conakry in Chapter Seven.

A few detailed queries:

p 58, 5th and 13th lines from the top.
references to 'Sarah's book'.

We don't understand the

p 173, 3rd line from the bottom. The meaning of the sentence begin-
ning 'She chooses the strongest...' is not clear.

p 520. We have said that Jacob was in his early forties, not in his

thirties, when he first arrived in Uganda. In Liberia, he talked of

having known Harriet more than 20 years before, and he was 18 when he
met her. Would you prefer 'in his late thirties'?

I hope by the time you read this we will have been able to speak on

the telephone about the best and quickest way of dealing with proofs, etc,

given that we now want to get ahead with production as quickly as pos-
sible with a view to publication early in the New Year.

With;‘g\ood wis%es,
‘\,Y\ )V] 7(/\/

FRANK PIKE



June 23, 1984

Miss Anne Walmsley
113 Bedford Court lansions
London W.C.1l.

Leer Anne,

‘he menuscript has not yet reached
but a photocopy of the accompanying
letter from Frank Pike arrived yesterday,
and I wes appalled to learn that you have
gone through the menuscript without seeing
that long and detailed list of corrections
I sent Frank Pike almost 2 year ago. I
find it incomprehensible to ask you to
undertake this kind of task and not let
you have the author's own corrections as
part of tne material you have to work on,
I will not ‘be able to assess the effect of
this until I have gone over the ms.

Yeanwhile 1 enclosgags;ewith a copy
of those corrections to least see
whe ther any of your 'tf&htening' was affect

ed by not having them.
Yours sinwverely

Peter Abrahsms



Fuber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN3AU
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.15 June 1984

The original of this letter is attached to

the manuscript of THE VIEW FROM COYABA, which
was also sent airmail today,

Peter Abrahams
'Coyaba'

Red Hills PO
St Andrew
Jamaica

WEST INDIES

Dear Mr Abrahams

Here is a copy of Anne Walmsley's fimally edited text of THE VIEW
FROM COYABA for your approval. Theresareva few comments and queries,
some of the latter I'm afraid poSsibly.resulting from the fact that,
embarrassingly, the list of correchbions you sent last year never
actually reached Anne and I.failed to keep a copy. This has only
just emerged because of a misundérstanding between me and her, and T
can only apologize.

As you will see Anne has earried out her suggestion and the book
has been divided into chapters, to which she has added place names
but not dates. Howeven’she has retained your title 'Prelude' for
what might hawve.been called Chapter One. She has reinstated the
brief descriptioniof the sea front at Conakry in Chapter Seven.

A few detailed queries:

p 584 .5th ‘and 13th lines from the top. We don't understand the
references to 'Sarah's book'.

p 173, 3rd line from the bottom. The meaning of the sentence begin-
ning 'She chooses the strongest...' is not clear.

p 520. We have said that Jacob was in his early forties, not in his
thirties, when he first arrived in Uganda. In Liberia, he talked of

having known Harriet more than 20 years before, and he was 18 when he
met her. Would you prefer 'in his late thirties'?

I hope by the time you read this we will have been able to speak on

the telephone about the best and quickest way of dealing with proofs, e

given that we now want to get ahead with production as quickly as pos-
sible with a view to publication early in the New Year.

W1thrgpod wléfgf,

FRANK PIKE



21/3/84

Mr. Ketthew Evens
Faber & Fsber,
3 Queen Sgyuare
London WC1l N 3AU

Deer Nr. Evans

I hed 2 disconcerting telephone call

yesterday from a locali tescher-journalist,

Jimmy Csrnegie, whom I know =nd who seid

he was checking on behelf of someone

doing 2 thesis on This Isliend Now what

the resson wes for the discrepsancy between

the Faber edition on the one hand, &and

the fmericen Knopf end Collier editions

on the other. An entire section of & little

over 19 pages in the case of the Knoff

edition, and 17 pages in tﬂﬁ more closely

printed Collier, preceding"final chapter,
not in. tae Feber editidn.

I had to tell him I hed not, till then,
been awesre of the omission, that I hed
not teen consulted or even informed of
the 'editing out' of & cununk of my work.

I sincerely hope this wes en isolsted

eaberration and taat nothing like it will
heppen agein.

Yours sincerely



Ma£§g430,

Lear Anne,

Just e note to let you know that I have
eaccepted all your proposed cuts = some
reluctantly but understanding that they
do help improve the tightness of the book.

I expect Frenk Pike will let you heve @&
copy of the letter I sent off yesterday.
Please make sure he lets you have thet
list of corrections I sent him back in
September of last yeer. The whole thing
has dragged out for fer too long e2nd I am
glead the 'chat' is over et last. You've
done 2 v. good job this fer.

Sorry I cennot teke on an Indefi. too meny
other things on my pleate.

Should be besck home in three weeks.

Best regards



March 29,
1984

Mr., Frenk Pike,
Faber & Feber,

3 Queen Sgquere,
London WC1l N3 AU

Dear Nr Pike,

I have now gone through the typescript with Anne VWalmsley's
bracketed suggested cuts snd you will be plessed to know that
I am prepared to live with all of them. They~do tighten the
narrative pace and achieve the cuts you went without doingany
basic violence to the spirit of the storys A few importent points
of detail have been lost - but these were probably more important
to me personally than to the story. T regret for instance the
tendency to cut some of the'inessential detail'- the very brief
description of the seafront at Conakry and the odd reletionship
between France and her ex-colonies and the reference to Felim
Eboue; thne reducing of the role of one of my favourite 'charsscters'
Jene; the description of some of the 'coloured' food - but I =sccept
that the story moves without them and I suppose only the 'essential'
deteils are the stuff. I‘would have preferred some of the inessentis
tc hsve remained but nofusss

I note that you have not incorporated into the IS any of that
long list of corrections I sent you on September 19%h of lsst yesr.
I think Anne should have =& copy. I note too that despite your lette
there are a number of unmarked peges which I assume were photocopie
before you decided to send only the marked ones. Some of the
proposed cuts -“e.g p. 63, 454, 455 etc - are not quite cleer, es
though double-marked. I expect this will be made clear in final TS,
Pages 390, 397, 535 re Lake Turhkana, it wes Leske Rudopph &t the
time of the story. P.1l7 check with Boy Scouts Association on makir
of fire. 355 pooposed cuts uncleer end cannot see sense. 549 dogs
known to live 30 yeers. 626"......we must separate ourselves from
this destructive westernism". 486 they telked of 'Jews' not Isrs
in Eest Africe of the time. 564. After "She recalled how empty sh
had been at the time" insert "Too empty to even think of John's
children about whom she now thought so often, with longing end
curiosity but without worry becsuse she knew they were safe".

On page 120, which was not sent, the Nenas holds 'his' tongue,
not 'her' tongue.

Fibelly on dates. I/suggest you get over Engiroblem by using
thaet part of your Resderls report which lists the detes for the
verious sections as part of the publisher's 'blurb'. I remain
opposed to 'dropping' detes into the text. For the reader who it
really interested the clues abound; if he is too lazy, too bad:

the general readershould not be burdened with dates in what is
supposed to be 2 novel rather then & work of reference.
Sincerely



113 Bedford Court Mansions
Bedford Avenue London WC 1

8 March 1984
Dear Peter

So good to be in touch direct: now that you know that Fabers have asked me
to be involved in the editing of your great new book, The View from Coyaba. I'm
afraid, though, that you must have found my report of 22 November strange and
upsetting: partly because it was almost entirely mmx concerned with proposed cuts,
and partly because it suggested a couple of chunky cuts. But it resulted from
Fabers asking me to read the TS with a view to tightening it and shortening it:
andé I was not then aware - as you must have guessed by asking that my attention be
drawn to the last two paragraphs of your letter to Frank Pike of 4 October - that
you were fundamentally opposed to 'lifting sections or huge chunks ofit of the
manuscript'.

As soon as Frank Pike received and showed me your latest letter, of 6 February,
1 took back a copy of the TS and went through it again, seeing where I could prune
and tighten and pencilling in square brackets. Frank has now been through it too,
and in sending it to you in the next few days will, I know, be explaining that the
suggested cuts represent our joint recommendations,

I'm sorry that I wasn't also able to complete our sugzested editing. But for
some time now I have had an overseas trip booked from 9-30 March, Although 1've
put other freelance work on one side in favour of your book over the past fortnight,
1 have still not been able to do all the work on it that I would have liked to have
done before you see it.

However, at least you will now have a chance to consider what we propose in
the way of cuts, I very much hope that you will find the majority acceptable and
not causing interference to the richness and important dimensions of the story.

I look forward to hearing your reaction, and then to getting down to the final
editing, when I'm back: you will then of course see the compleiyly edited TS
and have a final chance to approve and reject what I have done.

I'd also like to take this chance to say directly just how much I admire the
book, I found it even more impressive and moving on a second reading.

Now while I'm writing, can I raise something quite different, concerned with
my other work? When I saw you and Daphne in July 1982, you'll remember my showing
you and discussing with you the magazine Index on Censorship, of which I'm the
Africa Researcher - and asking if you'd be interested in writing for it. Daphne
subsequently sent me an excellent interview which you'd given some years back
on press freedom in Jamaica, Is this a subject on which you'd be interested in
writing for Index? My colleague there who covers the Cakibbean with Latin America,
Nick Caistor, is preparing an issue of the maga,ijne with a Caribbean focus, and
would very much like to know if you'd be willing to contribute to it. If so, please
could you write to him direct:

Nick Caistor

Index on Censorship
39(c) Highbury Place
London N5 1QP

If you could let him know the topic and approach that you would like to take, he
will write to you with all the practical details.

But you are very probably too busy for this! I see from your last letter
that you too will be travelling soon; and I know you're anxious to get started on
another book,






12 March 1984

Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills PO
St Andrew
JAMAICA

Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square  Dear Mr Abrahams
London WCIN3AU
Telephone 01 278 6881 By the time you get this I think you will have received a letter
Telex 299633, Faber G from Anne Walmsley about THE VIEW FROM COYABA; this letter pre-
Telegrams ceé@s, by I hope not too long an-interval, a copy of the typescript.
Fabbaf London w1 On it you will find our agreed recommendations for detailed cuts.
These exemplify the general proposals listed at the bottom of page one
Matthew Fvans  of Anne's report: we are relieved to know that you agree with them
TE Faber in principle, and look forward to hearing in due course which cuts
ATG Pocock  you accept, which you rejeet, and which you accept with modifica-
George Taylor  tions. These will then be implemented when Anne comes to edit and
Rosemary Goad ~prepare the manuscript for press. As you will see, Anne did not
Gilesdela Mare  complete the latter process before leaving for Sri Lanka. You will
Robert McCrum  of course be shown the final edited and corrected text for approval
Anthony Wagstafl' before it goes to press.
Jl)gizzgz On the other points in Anne's report on which you comment:
Registered office as above 1 Section headings We're glad you are willing to a?cept.Anne'é
Registered in England suggested alternatives, but note t?at you are against including
number 944703 dates. We understand that, but still feel that, for readers less

close to the historical background of the story, some indication
of the time of each section would be helpful. You yourself give
dates for the Prelude (pp 2 & 21). Although, as you say, dates
of other sections can be worked out, this would involve research
for many readers. Agreed that the novel is primarily a fictional
story: but the factual historical context is at all points rele-
vant to the story. As an alternative, could the odd date be
slipped into the text?

Emma ngri Agreed, she would not worry about her two children

by John Chitole, knowing that they were being brought up by

John's family. What we find strange is that, after p547, there
is no mention of her missing them, wanting news of them - until
pb15. Almost as if she no longer feels she's their mother: in
contrast with her very close concern for the first child (p428).
Could a reference or two perhaps be slipped in?

Continued ...



12 March 1984

Finally, may I endorse what Anne will have told you about the effect
on ghr€¢ both of us of reading through the book again.

With best wishes,

P

Yours sincerelyb)k
W
3 o’

\ \

FRANK PIKE

PS Contrary to what I said earlier, I am only sending the pages with
editorial marks. The.aim is to make the parcel slightly lighter.

We have copies of all these pages and Anne has a list of those hwere
cuts are proposed.



ts from:
Coyaba,
Box 20,
Hed Hills P.O.
St. Andrew, Jemaica

Februsry 6, 1984

VMr. Frank Pike,
Faber & Feber Ltd.,
3 GQueen Square,
London W,C, 1.

Dear Nr, Pike,

Your letter of January 16th _finally reached me on
February 3rd.

I think we've been making what strikes me as unnecessar-
ily heevy weather of this whole editorisl matter snd I hope
this letter will help dispel 4%,

To begin with your general point of the committing of
resources: 1 do appreciste it even though it does sound
& bit portentous. I hope-you also appreciate the fact
that it is becruse 1 have alresdy committed my own vast
resources of yeaprs of resesrch and thought and emetional
and creative energy.into the writing of The View From
Coyeba that I am net prepared, as I told you in my letter
of October 4th, 1983, to accept the idea of finel control
of menuscript content pessing from my hends. I hope you
will re-read that letter very cerefully end, perhaps, pass
the key peints I neke in its last two paragraphs on to
fnne Walmsliey; I think it would be only fair to her. The
postseript of your letter of COctober 17th, 1983, and indeed
the entire letter of that dete suggested that you accepted
thiswbasic position of mine. That, I assumed, was the
'mutual sct of feith' between us, snd it wes on that basis
thet I aweited your detailed suggestions for the pruning
and tightening that would improve the manuscript without
violating the integrity of the book I wrote and intended to
write. I have waited the best pert of half a year for those
suggestions, which is & long time, so I was rether d&sﬁppointh
by the tone of your letter of December lst with its P€
invitation to initieting editoriel discussions. I have
myself, by way of explanation, edited a weekly newspsper for
several yeers, a specialist monthly magazine for several
yeers, and been the editorial controller of = deily regional
radio news programme when all the radio stations in this
part of the English-spesking Ceribbesn were owned by British
Rediffusion; so I do have considersble editorial experience
which hes made me rather sensitive to both the good and the
bad points of the editorisl processe However, if the
Reader's Keport you sent on November 24th now represents




2

the Faber pdsition we can get on with the substance of the matter.

To begin with the areas of easy egreement:

ie can agree that the way in which the book is divided cen be
improved, and if you have & strong preference for not having
the different section hegqded by the names of people, 1 will go
along. I would accept your reader's siternative section heedings
without the dates, I have deliberately avoided dating the sections
we well as menuscript content itself, though, es your reader . hes
shown, ‘there is 2 sufficiency of clues for anybody — a sericus
students, a politicel type or researcher - to be 2ble to pinpoint
eny date they are interested in; i.e, the dete Freddie Mutese wes
deposed is 2 matiter of historical record so the specific day on
which Jacobds wife died and was buried cen be easily ascertained
with a little thought and effort. This is_supposed to be story,
not & potted history, end I want it read as story first and as
the historical document which interests your reader only seconderily

We cen agree, too, inprinciple, on ithe specifie points for
thinning and tightening, with the page references, in the last
paregraph of the first page of your reader's report. I am sure
that when these are made a little more specific end detailed (as
in that detailed list of correctiomns I sent you of September 19,
1983) we should have no diffieulty agreeing.

Ifhe apparent inconstistency in Imme Batari's econcern for her
children is in fect dealt wigh when later talks about them going
to John's family and into the tribe where there are no orphans or
homeless children,

I would like yeu oriénne to let me have 2ll the specific and
deteiled points, incl.ding peges, paragraphs, lines if necessary,
where you feel cuts would tighten the book,

I am basicelly hostile to the notion of 'editing out' by lifting
sections or huge chnhkls mf out of the manuscript., That kind of
cutting cen rerely be done wilhout doing violence to the integrity
of & work of this kind. The challenge to good editorial work here
is the pesinsteking process that prunes and tightens a story without
mucking around with the telling detail or passing chsarscter or tiny
nuance which is the foundetion of every truly good story. And such
stories, I honestly believe, asre not masde in the '‘literary fectories
which appear to have becomea bit of & feshion in some Americen
publishing circles: ‘they may make for the instent bestseller which
is forgoiten next yeer or the year after; but the good and the
important end the lesting story is usually the private activity of
one person, not & collectivist effort. So if you want to cut out
25 poages from the manuseript (Ilhe Prelude is 21 pages and the seene
with Nora Arends is 4 pages) then please sweat it out by the
peinstaking and very important editorial process of finding the
lines and the sentences and the paragrasphs and the pages, even,
that can be cut without changing the feel or a scene or mood
or thought created by the passipg appeargnee of a person. There

are meny cheracters in the bokk, like Nora Arends, who appesr in
prSelng’ ®Tften adding less to 'the intellecturl dimensions of ihe



16th January 1984

Peter Abrahams
'Coyoba'!

Red Hills P.O.
St Andrew
Jamaica

West Indies

Faber and Faber Limited
Publishers  Dear Mr Abrahams

3 Queen Square I created problems for myself by not framing more
London wciN3AU  carefully my letter of December lst, which is why
Telephone 01 278 6881 1 have taken so long to follow it up. It, and the
Telex 299633, Fuber G report which accompanied it, were intended to
Ielegrams initiate editorial discussions between us. Part
Fabbaf Londm it of the reason why I was not sufficiently explicit
is that I was following the publishing convention
Matthew Fvans of not revealing to an author the name of an outside
TE Faber reader without that readert!s permission. I have now
ATGPocwck been able to talk things over with the person in question,
George laylor and am glad to say we can dispense with any mystification -
Rosemary Goad the name is one you will recognise: Anne Walmskey.
Gilesdela Mare T approached her for advice because she seemed to me
Robert McCrum  someone sympathetic to your work and well informed
Anthony Wagstaff’ about your literary aims and standing, with direct
publishing experience outside the UK where many of
Semtor Editorial - your readers live, also being in a position to
Comsultant  devote herself without interruption to an indivual
Charles Monteith  editorial proJject in a way that would be impossible
for me in the office. She is however accessible
Secretary  enough for us to be in daily contact if necessary.
J D F Nichols
Having, as I say, had a long discussion with her, what
Registered office asabove T propose is that you should treat her report as an
Registered in England  editorial brief, and comment on it accordingly. Of
number 944703 course, what I hope is that it will in substance be
acceptable to you, with or without modifications, and
I can commission Anne to put it into effect. Naturally
we are both eager to have your comments at this stage,
and it goes without saying that you would have further
opportunities when the work has actually been done.

cont/



/cont

However, I think we've reached the stage where (I

hope this doesn't sound too portentous) we need to

make a kind of mutual act of faith that we will
eventually agree, because we shall very shortly have

to start committing resources (not just editorial ones)
to publication of your book. I won't bore you by
repeating the general points I made in my letter of
September 20th, except to say that our positive feelings
about VIEW FROM COYABA remain unchanged.

With all good wishes

—

Frank Pike



Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN3AU
Telephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London Wi

Matthew Evans
TE Faber

AT G Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstaff’

Secretary
J D F Nichols

Regrstered office as above
Regrstered in England
number 944703

- 21 December 1983

Peter Abrahams Esq
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O,.

St Andrew

Jamaica W,I,

Dear Mr Abrahams,

Thank you for your letter of 7 December to Frank Pike, He's
just gone off for a few days extra holiday over Christmas and
asked me to acknowledge it on his behalf, He's sorry not to

have had a chance to reply in full before he left and says he

will do so“as soon as he can in the New Year.

Yours sincerely,

Kate Hobson
Assistant to Frank Pike



Lecember 7,
1983 .

Vr. Frank Pike,
Feber & PFaber Ltd.,
3 Queen Square,
London WCl N3 AU.

Dear Mr. Pike,

Thenk you for your letters of November
24th and December 1st, with your reederss
report; which I found of intergst though
rather different from the typeireader's
report I was expected to give iIn the
distent days when I did some reading for
publishers.

You ask me to be frank and I would
frankly -prefer not to respond or react in
any way until I hear from you, in the next
two weeks or so, as promised inygur letter
of November 24th.

I reslly would like to deal with all
your Cﬂgﬁgnts and suggestions &s one whole
rptherw a piecemeal basis. And I really
am anxious, after all these meny months,
to get this matter of Coyaba settled and
move on to other work.

Best wishes.

Yours sinecerely



Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 3.4U
Telephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London wct

Matthew Evans
TE Faber

ATG Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstaff

Secretary
J D F Nrichols

Regrstered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

‘1st December 1983

Peter Abrahams
'"Coyabha'!

Red Hills P.O.
St Andrew
Jamaica

West Indies

Dear Mr Abrahams

I enclose a copy of a report on THE VIEW FROM COYABA by a reader
who isnot a member of the Faber staff but, I hope you'll agree,

has an informed and sympathetic interest in your writing. It
contains a number of general and practical suggestions for
revisions (with not all of which I necessarily agree) to which
I'd be very grateful for your frank reaction as a means of
initiating editorial discussions between us.

As I've only received it in the last few days I haven't given it
detailed consideration, but even if I had any comments on it I
think I would keep them to myself until I have your unpromfed
response. =

I shall look forward to hearing from you: please‘be assured that
when I ask you to be frank I mean precisely that:

With all good wishes,
3 ;/’ A
Y VRV

\ \‘.‘,U_,

Frank Pike



:24th November 1983

Peter Abrahams Esq
"Coyaba®

Red Hills PO

St Andrew

Jamaica

W st Indies

Faber and Faber Publishers

[Aigziz;z?23 Dear Mr Abrahams
gjﬁiﬁg;ﬁ;;ggﬁiﬁ Just to reassure you that there's no change in our commitment
ib% Sdris to THE VIEW FROM COYABA and that T hope to be writing to you
fh&hylﬂmﬁ£:ﬂj more fully about it in the next two weeks or so (I hope you
can continue to bear with me).
Matthew Evans
ijiéiiiiz With best wishes,
~
Tz y .
R TI sue stnoreny
Giles de la Mare Jhﬁ;Qﬁ ' (1
Robert McCrum =L
Anthony Wagstaff’
Secretary  Frank Pike
J D F Nichols
Regrstered office as above
Registered in England

number 944703



Peter Abrahams: TEE VIEW FROM COYAERA

I know of no book like this, nor of anyone but Peter Abrahams who could
write it, It begins and ends at Coyaba - the rugged, bush-covered piece of
land in Red Hills, behind Kingston, Jamaica, where Abrahams has made his home
since the late '50s. With its principal characters a family descended from
runavay slaves in Jamaica, whose own ancestors were brought from the Guinea
Coast of Africa, the book spans 150 vears of black people's history: from
Just before Emancipation in 1833 to Just before Michael Manley's government
fell in Jamaica and Idi Amin was ousted in Uganda in 1980, Abrahams brings
this history marvellously to life with'a series of fictional episodes, '
significant in time and place: the Southern USA in 1912; Liberia in 1932;
Uganda and Kenya in 19533 Guinea and Nigeria and Uganda again in 1972;

Jamaica in 1980. As an African who has lived amongst and become part of a
Jamaican rural community he is able to describe different kinds of black
communities in Jamaica, the USA and Africa, while his fictionalised characters,
illustrate the different relationships - specially man/woman - which result from
such cemmunities. His view of black peoples' recent histéry is from the
inside, in Africa, the faribbean and the USA: adistory’of colonialism and
neo-colonialism which is not only political andmecsmomic, but also cultural

and religious. He sees hope for black peopl® ih cultural decolonisation,

black withdrawal,so that 'generations of blackfolk can make life for themselves',
hope based on a belief in the strength of tPaditional African communal life .
and culture, and in Christianity which_dg nefi-European but 'closer to the sprit .
of Jewus', revolutionary, and with an/African Cod. Such is Peter Abrahams'
view from Coyaba: a challenging, at tiftes controversial view, but one which
holds our interest, commands our #espects

Because the book covers suchh\a Wide span and contains so many ideas, it is
necessarily long, But I doubt tha* it needs to be quite so long. Those
episodes which seem tc me, to worlf best describe a significant moment wither in
the life of a person or €r\the fime of a country: e.g. Part 4 - Jacob/Dan/Liberias)
Part 5 - Jacob/Chitoles THen the 'view' comes across naturally and is not
over-explicit in eithex duthor commentary or character dialogue. Those work
least well which a%tempt to cover a long period of time or space: e.g.

Part 3 - Sarah/Ravid\(1 & 2), which covers 1839-1912; Part 6 - David/Rmma (1)
which covers Guinea, HNigeria, Uganda, Inevitably there is much chunky background
and summary whichllds up the action and imaginative sequence. I'd therefore
recommend some substantial cuts in those two parts, particulatly in Part 3.

Even where the time-span is shorter and the place more confined, I'd
recommend a little thinning and tighening, on:

* too much concentrated catching-up of past events eg pp 66-68
* dialogue which, though ver& interesting, is too

extended - eg pp 129-144
* description which seems a bit on the over-sweet side eg p 214
* wise philosophical comment which obtrudes eg p 235
* too much historical *background eg pp 246-T

* too much socioloqicai detail eg pp 277-8.
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Then there are two complete episodes which, though execellent in themselves,
do not seem essential to the book's central theme and, if dropped, might
strengthen it:

1 The Prelude (pp 1-21) .A glimpse of the indigenous, pre-European
Arawak Jamaicans is welcome and deepéns the history of Coyaba.
But it does not seem directly.relevant to the coéncept of a black
community. The book'might open more fomcefully with the runaway
slaves. )

.
-

6 (1) (pp 456-460) Nora Arends, formerly secretary to Kwame Nkrumah,
does not reappear, does not even - as expected - travel ‘to Addis
Ababa with David Brown. The South African link, the fact that she.is
a Coloured, and banned, are all significant and selcome. But her
appearance in the story seems a bit forced. Pus

I'd suggest a few small additions: given thad¥ th& novel cannects with
several real historical events and persons, would\nof aflittle more clue
as to the approximate date of an episode help jtHe rfeader to place it in a
historical context? 7

And another sentence or two in Part 6\mipghi’get over an inconsistency
in character which puzzles me. Emma Batari has been shown to be concerned
for, and to keep closely in touch with, Mier ¥irst child - born of rape -
who is fostered in S, Rhodesia. But she seems neither to regret leaving
behind in Uganda, nor to miss, hef iW&ychildren by her first husband, John
Chitole.

Finally, I believe the way im which the book is divided could be
improved. At present iftgis thuf':

Prelude: HeffShe pp 1-22 Jamaica: Coyaba 1530-40s
Samson cid
1) pp 22-65 " Coyaba/Mt Zion 1830-40s
(no (2)
(3) pp 66-97 " Cyprus 1834
3 Sarah/David
(1) pp 95-194 " Mt Zion & Cyprus 1846
(2) pp 194-239 a USA 1912
4  Jacob/Dan/Liberia PP 240-3%33 Liberia 1932
5  Jacob/Chitole - PP 334-446 Uzanda 1953
6 David/Fmma -
(1) vp 447-476 - - x Guinea, Nigeria 1972
(2)  pp 477-548 Uganda 1972
(3) pp 549- 630 Jamaica: Coyaba 1980

Are the parts, headed by the names of two people, necessary? By focussing

an onme ralatisanclin Atlarne matwr ha nawl aadad T i U m1rAl him +dma daveme-



Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN3AU
Telephone 01 278 6851
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London Wi

Matthew Evans
TE Faber
AT G Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum

Anthony Wagstaff

Secretary
J D F Nichols

Registered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

+1Tth October 1983

Peter Abrahams Esq
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St Andrew

Jamaica

West Indies

Dear Mr Abrahams

Thanks for your letter of October 1st. I entirely understand
your feelings and am content to defer drawing up the contract
for THE VIEW FROM COYABA till we are in agreement about the
final text. I hope I didn't seem to be taking that agreement
for granted: our commitment is to publish the novel you've
written and not something else. It's on that basis that any
editorial suggestions will be made, but of course you are
entirely entitled not to take my word for it!

I think you will<have heard that the pictures have arrived.
In one instance there has been some slight flaking of the
colour as a result of the journey, but it should not be too
difficult to restore it.

YourT\sincerely
" 24
iy Yia,
A

Frank Pike

P.S. Since dictating the above, I've received your letter of
October 4th. I hope what I have just said will have reassured
you at least to some degree. I seem to have disturbed you
unnecessarily by being both clumsy and unspecific in expressing
myself, and for the moment the best thing I can do editorially
is keep quiet until I'm in a position to put the points

to you in such a way that you can accept or reject them.
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*11 April 1984

Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills PO
St Andrew
Jamaica

WEST INDIES

Dear Mr Abrahams

I need hardly say I was extremely relieved to get your letter of
March 29, and Anne, to whom I have sent a copy, will be likewise.
Many thanks for your forbearance. She and I will be in touch
very shortly, and we will be discussing your detailed comments.
As you point out, many minor corrections and adjustments remain
to be made and you will be sent the results for your approval.

When Matthew Evans passed me your letter of March 21 about

THIS ISLAND NOW I was completely taken aback, and a first examination
of the files reveals no mention of such a drastic cut and not much
of a clue as to how or when it was made. We seem to have received
the typescript carbon of what was then called A PASSAGE IN TIME
some time in January 1966. In early March Peter du Sautoy was told
by Knopf that they had a number of criticisms of the book to put to
you (at the moment I can't find any document specifying these) and
Peter cabled you on March 7 asking for your views 'since manuscript
now with printers view autumn publication'. He went on 'We are
prepared to publish unchanged but will await alterations if you
wish.' Nothing in Peter's files suggests that this is not what
happened, though of course there is a fair amount of correspondence
about the change of title. Your corrected page proofs reached us
on June 20 and we published on September 29. I don't think we can
unravel this without detailed comparison of the Knopf and Faber texts,
which is presumably what Jimmy Carnegie's thesis writer is engaged
in (I don't have a copy of the former here). Making a cut on this
scale without consultation is a serious matter (hardly less so if
it was done inadvertently). For one thing it makes the assurances
I gave you about A VIEW FROM COYABA look like so much humbug, so I
had a special reason for welcoming your letter of March 29. 1I'll
do some further research, though there is not a lot more scope for
it at this end.

With best wishes,

You;;\sinqei?ly
b

\‘ww\}»\i w ‘I A ’

LV



2 April 1984
ME/CMW

Mr Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P O

ST ANDREW
Jamaica W.I

Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square Dear Mr Abrahams

London WCIN3AU ,
Telephone 01 278 6881 Many thanks indeed for your letter o244 March. As soon

Telex 299633, Faber G as I received your letter I showed it immediately to Frank
h%?nmﬂ Pike who had no recollection oOf hawing removed material
Fabbaf London Wci from THIS ISLAND NOW withouds,youwr approval. However, he
is getting the file up from\thewarchives and will be in
Matthew Evans touch with you just as goon as he has looked at the files.
TE Faber
ATG Pocock With best wishes
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad .
Giles de la Mare Yours sincexely
Robert McCrum i Cf?
Anthony Wagstaff g
Secretary Matthew Evans
J D F Nichols
Regrstered office as above
Registered in England

number 944703



Cctober 4, 198

Nr., Frank Pike,
Feber & Faber Ltd.,
3 Queen Square,
London WCL N3 AU.

Dear Mr. Pike,

Tour letter of September 20 has led me to carefully re-rea
our exchanges on THE VIEW FROM COYABA up to this point; and it now
seems to me that my reply of October lst was not clear enough and
specific enough.

In your letter of August 19th the length of the book is
discussed but as("an essential feature, wevll agree’)) which
presents problems. It was in this-context' that you rsised the
matter of access to the American market ®* to make the initial
print run as high as possible", And it was in this context that
I agreed to afford you world right§ Your letter of August 1Sth
and my reply of August 25th are clear on this point. The change
is not, as your letter of September 20 suggests, world ridhts in
exchange for what I would be entitled to in any case if the book
were published by an American publisher. The real exchange is to
afford you a bigger and exclusive English-language market because
of the size of tne book. If you decide now, as you are entitled tc
that the size of the bobk is the real sticking point then the whole
idea of the exchange fealls away. I hope it will not but I do not
think we want to blur it.

As faxr as the length itself is concerned, I told you in my
letter of August 25th that I had myself done a considerasble amount
of cutting before sending you the manuscript. The fact that the
typist I used was not very skilled, and I had not gone over her
typing, may give the impression of first draft raw-ness, But I hrd
fact done the basic revision I wanted to. Of course manuscripts
can alweys be improved and pruned and tightened up; and 1 have no
objection to being helped in any such process. Wrat I am not
prepered to accept is the idea of final control over manuscript
content passing from & writer's hands. The publisher has the
ultimate veto of course of not publishing.

I heve set down all this because your letter gasve me the
disturbing feeling that you are about to press me for the kind of
deep cuts which can change and blunt some of the detail and feel
and charscter and point of the book, in order to reduce it to an
acceptable size, and that you are prepasred to do this with ‘varying
degrees of firmness'. I hope I am wrong. In eny event I would like
to get this matter out of the way as soon as possible so thet I
cen turn my mind to other work, the starting of which is eslways a
very long and slow process.

Yours sincerely



October 1,
1983

Frank Pike Esq.,
Feber & Faber Ltd.,
3 Juedn Squsre,
London WC1N 3 AU.,
Englend.

Lear Mr. Pike,

Thark you for your letter of September
20th. VWhilie I have no objeection in
principle to the terms of your formal offer
for publicetion I would suggest deferring
the signing of any contrect until we are
agreed on 2ll final editorial matter.

Your letter of August 19th did not prepare
me for whet now appears to be some very
drastic suggestions for cuts'Wwith varying
degrees of firmness' =2nd it seems to me
prudent not to enter into any binding
commitment until we are agreed on what
these are to be.

!s far as the American market for A VWreath
for Udomo is concerned I rether think 1
might be free but I am not sure; in any
event Curtis Brown handled it and you would
have to deal with them and they should tell
you what its status is.

Your,siﬁcerely,v



Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN3.AU
Telephone 01 278 6851
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London Wi

Matthew Evans
TE Faber

ATG Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstaff

Secretary
J D F Nichols

Registered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

20th September 1983

Peter Abrahams Esq
"Coyaba™"

Red Hills

PO Box 20

St Andrew

Jamaica

West Indies

Dear Mr Abrahams

We still don't have any costings on' THE VIEW FROM COYABA, but
rather than keep you waiting longer it seems sensible to make
you a formal offer of publication. What. I propose is an advance
on royalties of £2,000, payable 3 on signature of the agreement,
3 when the typescript is ready for the press, and 3 on publication
against royalties of 10% on the first 3,000, 121% up to 5,000

and 15% thereafter on the hardback and a straight 71% on the
paperback. The contract will be drafted by greater minds

than mine to take account of your stipulations on American

sales and American earnings in exchange for your granting us

world rights. I ought to say that when we come to discuss

our marketing strategy (to use a somewhat portentous phrase)

we shall almost certainly be thinking in terms of simultaneous
hard and paperback publication or indeed going straight into
paperback. To repeat myself, its obviously important that

the book should be available at a price its potential readership
can afford, wherever they may be. To repeat myself again,

in this the length of the book would be a consideration, and

not only economically but editorially. As far as the latter
aspect of things is concerned, I think you already understand

that we will have no doubt a large number of editorial

suggestions to make to you, including suggestions for cuts -
suggestions which will be put with varying degrees of firmness.

It 's something of a publishing cliche to say that there are

few books which aren't improved by cutting, but the thing about
cliches is that they are true! You told me you had already
started your own editorial review, so I suggest for the moment

we simply work in parallel. In the meantime the number of

people here who have read the book has increased even further,

and so has our corporate enthusiasm.

Obviously we want to do what we can to insure that publication
of THE VIEW FROM COYABA and the lead up to it does as much as

conti...
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possible to enhance the sales of your other books. We shall very soon
need to reprint the paperbacks A WREATH FOR UDOMO and TELL FREEDOM, and,
for example, I hope we can design new jackets for these books which will
in due course form a visual link with COYABA and the forthcoming

paperback (timing still to be settled) of A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN. According
to American books in Frint, A WREATH FOR UDOMO is available in

paperback in the States from, I think, Macmillan. As you know, we
eventually came to an arrangement through Curtis Brown, New York

allowing us to sell our paperback of TELL FREEDOM through Faber and Faber
Inc., and the response there suggests that we could do equally well

with A WREATH FOR UDOMO if the market was available. Do you think there's
any chance at all of this? I hope you don't mind my approaching you
about this in the first instance.

I expect to be writing many letters to you over the next few months
and shall look forward to that.

With best wishes,
Yours sincerely

Frank Pike



Faber and Faber -Pub/zlv/}ers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN3AU
Télephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London wci

Matthew Evans
TE Faber
AT G Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstaff

Secretary
J D F Nichols

Registered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

- 4th October 1983

Peter Abrahams Esq
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St Andrew

Jamaica

W.I.

Dear Peter Abrahams

Frank Pike has asked me to thank you very much for sending the
'neo-studio picture', the negatives, the list of corrections

and the colour illustrations - all of which arrived here safely.
I am attaching a copy of Frank's letter to you of 20th September
as we have had no reply, and Frank is worried that it might have
gone astray.

Yours sincerely

e
‘;/ - i A a 4 }" ~
Nae M e

Fiona McCrae
Editorial department



Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN3AU
Telephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
Télegrams

Fabbaf London wet

Matthew Evans
TE Faber

A TG Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum

Anthony Wagstaff’

Secretary
J D F Nichols

Regrstered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

20 th September 1983

Peter Abrahams Esq
”Ccyaba"

Red Hills

PO Box 20

S5t Andrew

Jamaica

West Indies

Dear Mr Abrahams

We still don't have any costings onsTHE WIEW FROM COYABA, but
rather than keep you waiting longer it seems sensible to make
you a formal offer of publication. “What I propose is an advance
on royalties of £2,000, payable)i“on signature of the agreement,
% when the typescript is ready fiér the press, and % on publication
against royalties of 10% on the first 3,000, 121% up to 5,000
and 15% thereafter on the, hardback and a straight 7%% on the
paperback. The contract will be drafted by greater minds

than mine to take account of your stipulations on American

sales and American earnings in exchange for your granting us
world rights. I ought_ to say that when we come to discuss

our marketing strategy (to use a somewhat portentous phrase)

we shall almost egertainly be thinking in terms of simultaneous
hard and paperback publication or indeed going straight into
paperback. To'repeat myself, its obviously important that

the bookishould be available at a price its potential readership
can afford, wherever they may be. To repeat myself again,

in this the length of the book would be a consideration, and

not only economically but editorially. As far as the latter
aspect of things is concerned, I think you already understand
that we will have no doubt a large number of editorial
suggestions to make to you, including suggestions for cuts -
suggestions which will be put with varying degrees of firmness.
It 's something of a publishing cliche to say that there are

few books which aren't improved by cutting, but the thing about
cliches is that they are true! You told me you had already
started your own editorial review, so I suggest for the moment
we simply work in parallel. In the meantime the number of
people here who have read the book has increased even further,
and so has our corporate enthusiasm.

Obviocusly we want to do what we can to insure that publication
of THE VIEW FROM COYABA and the lead up to it does as much as

cont...
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possible to enhance the sales of your other books. We shall very soon
need to reprint the paperbacks A WREATH FOR UDOMO and TELL FREEDOM, and,
for example, I hope we can design new jackets for these books which will
in due course form a visual link with COYABA and the forthcoming

paperback (timing still to be settled) of A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN. According
to American Books in Brint, A WREATH FOR UDOMO is available in

paperback in the States from, I think, Macmillan. As you know, we
eventually ecame to an arrangement through Curtis Brown, New York

allowing us tc sell our paperback of TELL FREEDOM through Faber and Faber
Inc., and the response there suggests that we could do equally well

with A WREATH FOR UDOMO if the market was available. Do you think there's
any chance at all of this? I hope you don't mind my approaching you
about this in the first instance.

I expect to be writing many letters to you over the next few months
and shall look forward to that.

With best wishes,

Youns sincere;y
W

L

\

\
\

FrankrPike




September 19
1983.

Frenk Pike Esq.,
Faber & Feber Ltd.,
3 Queen Sqgueare,
London.

Dear NMr. Pike,
Herewith pleese find:
1) neo-studio picture

2) e set of more down-to-earth
negatives from which you may
wish to choose {please return
when done) end cut and adjust.

3) list of typing corrections.

1l am sending under separate cover
three colour illustratifons of facets of
Coyaba which you may or may not wish to
use, and which I would also like back ay
your convenience.

Yours sincerely



‘12th September 1983

Peter Abrahams Esq
Coyaba

Red Hitls F.0.

St Andrew

Jamaica W.I.

Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square Dear Mr Abrahams
London WCIN3AU
??%g@ggﬁ?f&g Many thanks indeed for your letter of 25th August. It"s
=y %ffT very good of you to give us world rights, and the
Fabbaf L ngmw conditions you lay down seem fair in principle.
abbaf London Wt Obviously we would need to check the logistics of this
A B anq‘I'll be writing again in due course.
TE Faber ' N
. You incerel
ATGPuock *OF5° € MR0S1E
George Taylor ; \"y‘l /D; 3 [ C L
Rosemary Goad ' !
Giles de la Mare \
Robert McCrum .
Frank Pik
Anthony Wagstaff O
Secretary
J D F Nichols
Regustered office as above

Registered in England
number 944703
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0944-2580

August 25,
1983

Erank Pike, Esq.k
Foaber & Feber Ltd.,
3 Queen Sguare,
London WC1l N3 AU
England

Dear Mr. Pike,

Thenk you for your letter the 19th. I am pleaused
end delighted with your response the wanuscript; it weans I
kave succeeded, to a greet extent; in deing whet I intended to -
though there still remeins the inevitable gap between the
intention and the achievement, TI.&m going through the ms at
present and making notes of an embarressingly lsrge number of
typing and other errors which I will send to you a2s soog as 1
heve done.

.

The length of the book was a point of concern to me as
well and I had¢ in feet pared down the final draft by negrly
100 pages; it is still lomg, however, and I think your request
for world rights makes sense in this context. My mein concern
would be that I do no worse by giving you such world rights
than I would do\if the book Wﬁ%é—published in the U.S. by an
Americen publiésher and I note you now have a Faber and Faber
in the U.S.9. I woulid also want to have access in U.S. dollars
to any earnings due to me from the U.S., should 1 haye need
of U.S. eurrency. On this latter point, I hope it will be
possible for Faber, &s my agent, to retain my esrnings from this
book in some form of savings a/c until I have need of it; but
that is enother issue we een face when there is money to save!
On world rights the answer is yes, and without having to deal
with Curtis Lrown as 1 have not yet sent them a2 copy of the
manuscript to try and wmerket, As a matter of courtesy I will
write and inform them that I em giving you world rights in this
book.

I am sure there will be many dissenting voices; indeed,
I would be disappointed if there were not!

Please sny thenk you to like McLennan for being on the
spot at the time to receive the manuseript.

I will send you & few small colour peintings showing facets
of Coyaba which you mey or mey not find of interest in the making
of the book; and I will also send some uptodate pictures your
editorial dept has asked for.

Yours sincerely



Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 34U
Telephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London wei

Matthew Evans
TE Faber

AT G Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstaff’

Secretary
J D F Nichols

Regustered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

*19th August 1983

Peter Abrahams
"Coyaba™"

Red Hills

E.0. Box 20

St Andrew
Jamaica

West Indies

Esqg

Dear Mr Abrahams

Everybody who's read THE VIEW FROM COYABA - four of us,
if you count Peter du Sautoy - is enormously impressed
by 1t It's a book that takes time to read and to make
itTs full #impact, such is its scope and authority. It
is subtle and direct, ambitious and unpretentious. No
doubt my colleagues and I will be able to come up with
some editorial quibbles in due course; but for the
moment I thought you would like to know these early (to
you perhaps not early enough) reactions.

The length of the book (an essential feature, we all agree)
presents us with problems, but we are determined to solve
them. To publish the book at a price itf% reader would be
willing to pay means making the initial ﬁ?int run as high
as possible, and to this end I wondered if there was any
chance of our having access to the American market. Would
you consider an offer for world rights, or would we still
have to deal with Curtis Brown New York about the USA?

If you could give me this information I ought to be able
to make you a concrete proposal within a very short time.
In the meantime, many congratulations on your achievement.
There will be some dissenting voices, but no doubt you are
prepared for that!

With all good wishes,

]

Youyrs sincerely
YV v i'f“f{/..

| = L
|
.
\

¥

Frank Pike



] Faber and Faber Publishers

21 July 1983

MM/SP

Mr Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St Andrew
Jamaica

3 Queen Square  Dear Mr Abrahams
London WCIN3AU
Telephone 01 278 6881 I've been meaning to write for weeks to say how good it was to meet
Telex 299633, Faber G~ YOu during my recent trip to Jamaica but have held off pending the
Telegrams return by Peter de Sautoy of the typescript of The View from Coyaba.
Fabbaf London wci
You will gather from that that the typescript journeyed back safely
Matthew Evans With me and was sped on its way to Peter as you requested. I am
TE Faber pleased to report that he likes it very much and that it is now
ATG Pocock  being circulated through our Chief Editor Robert MceCrum and one or
George Taylor ~ two other colleagues here from one of whom you will hear formally
Rosemary Goad ~ shortly. 1In the interim, perhaps I can say that I seized the opportunity
Gilesdela Mare  to read Coyaba myself before it disappeared into the editorial
Robert McCrum ~ department and thoroughly enjoyed it, if that isn't too bland a word
Anthony Wagstaff  for something that was by turns stimulating and moving throughout -
iy a worthy Successor to and development from Wreath for Udomo and Tell
7D F Nichols Freedom which as you know are particular favourites of people here.
T do hope my colleagues agree and that we will be able to lay plans
; , to launch Coyaba as a major work everywhere, but in particular in the
R?gﬁéaigﬁﬁx?a&%m Caribbean, Africa and America. = °
egistered in England
mumber 944703 For the moment though thank you very much for taking the trouble to
rush down to Kingston to meet me - the first time I have ever phoned
an author who was actually typing the last two pages of a book six
years in the gestation - and I hope we will be able to meet again
sometime.
With very best wishes
e Soxon P\naeq

Mike McLennan
Export Marketing Manager

(Dictated by Mike McLennan but signed in his absence).



July 13,
1983.

Nr. A.T7.G., Pocock,
Frber & Feber Ltd.,
3 Jueen 3juare,
LONDON WC1N3AU

Dear Nr. Pocok,

Tgank you for your letter of July Tth.

I do not really think I em entilgddfg to
ve'to any straight business arrangement
Faber's may wish to enter into with any
South Afriesn publishers so I do not
think you should be inhibited in what
you regard as good business on that score.
I do however appreciate your sensitivity
to ny feelings on what is # very difficult
matter for most South Africens. I em sure
r. Pnilip will understand tnat there is
nothing personal in my refusal to be
involved.

On enother matter: I geve the manuséript
of my new novel to Mike Nclennan who was
here in Kingston on Msy 28th on Fober
business. OSince then I have not heard a
word about it and I am not even sure that
it hes been delivered. ©So cen you please
reassure me on this point?

Yours sincerely

/
/’



Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 34U
Telephone 01 278 6881
Télex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London wci

Matthew Evans
TE Faber

AT G Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstaff

Secretary
J D F Nichols

Registered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

July 7 1983

Mr Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St Andrew
Jamaica

West Indies

Dear Mr Abrahams

Please forgive me for taking so long to amswer your letter of
May 1% but I have only recently been able to turn again to
normal office routines.

Naturally I entirely understand your worry about working
directly with a South African publisher and you may be sure
that we will not release paperback rights in Path of Thunder
to David Philip if you would prefer us not to.

However, I think it is only fair to David whom I have known
personally for many years, since the days when we were colleagues
in Oxford University Press, to say that the publishing policies

of his small house are wholly in sympathy with the African

cause and that the books he has been publishing clearly reflect
that concern. I am wondering therefore if you would be pre-
pared to let David write to you direct to explain in his own
words his publishing plans, and especially the aims of the new
paperback series in which Path of Thunder was to be included.

I would be perfectly happy for David to write to you but of course
only if a direct approach would not embarass you.

If you will kindly let me know if you think such an approach
wofthwhile, I will advise David accordingly.

With all good wishes
Yours sincerely

J 20 -
AT Pocock
Vice Chairman



XXXXXXXXXXX
0944-2580

Moy 14, 1983

¥r. A.T.G. Pocok,
Fater & Faber Ltd.,
3 Queen Squsre,
LCEDON WC1N3AU.

Dear 'r. Pocok,

Please forgive the delay in enswering your
letter of April 21. I am anxious to get
the menuscript of » new ncovel out of the
way before the end of this month so my
corresponddnce suffers.

I freankly have very mixed feelings indeed
about doing business with any South Africen
publisher under the present dispensation

in South Africe, so I would prefer not to
be involved in asny arrangements you may
wish to wm=ke. I do of course respect

your right to dispose your rights in THE
PATH OF THUNDER as you see fit. As far

as the North American market is concerned

I have already indicated my views to Curtis
Brown to whom Mr. Philip wrote in the first
instance.

I am sorry not to be more cooper=tive in
this particular matter.

fours sincerely



Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 34U
Telephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London wci

Matthew Evans
TE Faber
AT G Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstaff

Secretary
J D F Nichols

Regustered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

.April 21 1983

Mr Peter Abrahams
"Coyaba"

Red Hills P O

St Andrew
Jamaica

West Indies

Dear Mr Abrahams

We have been discussing with David Philip, the Cape Town publisher,
the possibility of their republishing in paperback, as part

of their Africasouth Paperback series, your book Path of Thunder,
of which we have volume rights outside the US and Canada.

David Philip and I began our discussions with Southern African
rights only in mind but I have now received an offer for world
rights (obviously less North America) and feel inclined to
grant the wider licence if you yourself agree.

David Philip is offering an advance of 300 Rands, payable on
publication, against a royalty of 7%% of the recommended
Southern African published price, rising to 10% after 5,000
copies have been sold in Southern Africa; and 5% on sales
made outside Southern Africa.

In fact, certainly if we were to grant David Philip world rights
less'US and Canada,l think we should ask him for a flat 7%% on
all sales, rising to 10% after 5,000 copies have been sold in
all markets, and try to push the advance up to 500 Rands,
payable half on signature, half on publication.

I shall look forward very much to your comments; if you agree
that I should proceed, shall I invite David Philip to
write to Curtis Brown about the North American market?

PS You will be pleased to hear that our plans for republishing

A Night of Their Own in Faber Paperbacks seems to be going along well
and I hope that Frank will be able to send you more detailed news
very shortly.




April 4, 1981

Mr. Frenk Pike, :
Feber and Faber Ltd.,
3 Queen Sguere,
London WC IN 3AU.
England

Dear Mr. Pike,

Your letter dated December 19th, 1980-finally reached me
lest night by way of Radio Jemaica! I think it probably first
went to the tiny island of St. Andrew in the Caribbean Sea (which
is a bird sanctusry) for which Jamaica is & postal transit point.
As you can see from the attached your envelope left off the cruciel
Red Hills. Sometimes letters from abroad addreesed to us have
the Red Hills but leave out the St. Andrew and there are at least
half a2 dozen other Red Hills im.Jamaica. Our postal district is
Red Hills, our Parish is St. éAndrew; our postal system can be awful
and intermineble. I am sorry Jyou had to wait four months for an
acknowledgement of your first.letter. Your letter of Mmmch 6th
reached me 2 fortnight ago but I held off replying in deaily
expectetion of receiving your earlier one - not realising how
much earlier. Your letter of March 6th had the full address and if
the books were addressedysSimilarly they should reach sometime soon.

I am naturally pleased that you are bringing TELL FREEDOM
beck into print.  As far as the American edition is concerned
Curtis Brown handled +the Macmillen paperback for me and I have
in fact received everything I am entitled to., I do appreciate
your concern en‘my behalf in this matter.

Yours sincerely



T.E. Faber. A. T. G. Pocu k.
Rosemary Goad. Giles de la Mare. G. W. Taylor.
Secretary: J. D. F. Nichols

FABER AND FABER LTD

PUBLISHERS

3 Queen Square, London WC1IN 3AU Fabbaf London WC1 01-278 6881
Telex: 299633 (FABER G)

Peter Abrahams, Esq.,

"Coyaba",

Red Hills,

P.0. Box 20,

St. Andrew,

Jamaica,

West Indies 6th March, 1981

Dear Mr Abrahams,

I hope you got safely my last_ detter about the paperback of TELL
FREEDOM —copies of the book itself should reach you very soon if they
haven't done so already. Our contract does not give us American rights,
and when we took over your affairs from John Farguharson no contract for
an American edition was among the documents they handed over to us. How-
ever, American Bocks in Print lists a paperback edition published by
Macmillan of New York, and, it is of course entirely clear from our files
that Knopf published_ the original hardback. Farquharsons maintain that
they didn't handle the“sale of the American rights, and from his retirement
Innes Rose suggests that it was handled by Curtis Brown New York. Can you
throw any light on'this? What I'm seeking to establish is that the Mac-
millan paperback is legitimate and that you are receiving the royalties
you are entitled to. If not, I will be more than happy to do sohething
about it on your behalf'!

Apart from that, I should be very happy to hear from you about
anything else you think we ought to know or that you think we ought to
do for you as your publishers.

With best wishes,
Ydurs sincerely,

" ﬂl“ﬁ’ 5

Frank Pike
Registered Office as above. Registered in England. No. 944703



Charles Monteith, Chairman. Matthew Evans, Managing Director.
T. E. Faber. A. T. G. Pocock.
Rosemary Goad. Giles de la Mare. G. W. Taylor.
Secretary: J. D. F. Nichols

FABER AND FABER LTD

PUBLISHERS

3 Queen Square, London WC1N 3AU Fabbaf London WC1 01-278 6881
Telex: 299633 (FABER G)

Peter Abrahams, Esq.,

'Coyaba’,

Red Hills,

P.0. Box 20,

St. Andrew,

Jamaica,

W. Indies 19th December, 1980

Dear Mr Abrahams,

I'm writing to tell you that, at rather short notice, we have decided
to produce a paperback edition of TELL FREEDOM. The main reason is that
we have discovered that it is to be an examination set text in Nigeria in
1982, which means that our agents in Nigeria need to have stock by April
1981. We have therefore put an edition in hand, most of which will be
aimed at the educational market in Nigeria and sold at educational dis-
counts, at the same time we shall be selling the book here and in the rest
of the world through bookshops in the normal way at a published price of
£1.95 on which we will pay you a royalty of 74%. We are very happy to have
this opportunity to bring your book back in to print on our list. As you'll
know from your royalty statements, there has been in existence for some
years an abridged educational paperback published by Allen & Unwin (licensed
by us to them on a non-exclusive basis). We understand the prescription is
for the 'complete and unabridged' version.

I hope these arrangements meet with your approval.

With all good wishes for Christmas and the
New Year,
Yours since ely,
Wy ’. \/( <,
] v J
Frank Pike
Registered Office as above. Registered in England. No. 944703



July 1,
1980

Mr. Matthew Evans,
Faber & Feber Ltd.,
LONLON.

Dear Mr. Evans,

The enclosed from Miss Vanessa Holt of
John Fergquharson Ltd. is odd following
on my letter to them of M¥ay 8th (which
they themselves acknowledged on May 23rd).

Perhaps somebody at Fabers will be good
enough to take it from here and let the
lady know that I reelly do not want to
enter into any kind of new buainess with
them. Please let them know I insist that
they hand over all queries and requests
for new contracts,permissions or rights
to you to handle.

I am sorry this disengagement seems & bit
messy. They do seem to want to hold onm.

Yours sincerely



¥ C}‘iarles Monteith, Chairman. Matthew Evans, Managing Director.
1 T. E. Faber. A. T. G. Pocock.
Rosemary Goad. Giles de la Mare. G. W. Taylor.
Secretary: J. D. F. Nichols.

FABER AND FABER LTD

PUBLISHERS

3 Queen Square, London WC1N 3AU Fabbaf London WC1 01-278 6881
Telex: 299633 (FABER G)

ME/CMW 15th May 1980

Mr. Peter Abrahams,
Coyaba,

Red Hills P.0O.

ST. ANDREW,

Jamaica W.I,.

Dear Mr. Abrahams,

Many thanks for your letter of 8th Mays and  for sending a
copy of your letter to Miss Holt. Itve teold everybody here that
from now onwards we will be handling the agent's end for you and
people are really pleased. If you ever run into any problems,
don't hesitate to write to me.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

AR Y

Matthew Evans

Registered Office as above. Registered in England. No. 944703



8 May,
1980

¥Mr. Matthew Evens,
Fober & Faber Ltd.

Deer Mr. Evans,

Thenk you very much for your letter of Apri
18th. I am relieved that you can handle

the agency end for me. There is not really
very much to do at present but I was

rather anxious to disengage.

The enclosed is self-explanatory.
When next you deal with Peter du Sautoy
do tell him of my gratitude for his 'good

offices'.

Yours sincerely



Charles Monteith, Chairman. Matthew Evans, Managing Director.
T. E. Faber. A.T. G. Pocock.
Rosemary Goad. Giles de la Mare. G. W. Taylor.
Secretary: J. D. F. Nichols.

FABER AND FABER LTD

PUBLISHERS

3 Queen Square, London WC1N 3AU Fabbaf London WC1 01-278 6881
Telex: 299633 (FABER G)
ME/CMW 18th April 1980

Mr. Peter Abrahams,
P.0. Box 20,

Red Hills,

5t. Andrew,
JAMAICA, W.TI.

Dear Mr. Abrahams,

Mr. du Sautoy, as you know, has passed to me your letter
of 8th April. I can say at once that we would be delighted to
act as your agent and once you have detached yourself from the
Farquharson agency we will be  happy to handle any of your affairs
that you would like us to. I don't know what commission you
were paying Farquharson as we would expect the same if you were
happy with his terms, but if you were not we would be prepared to
take a smaller commission.

With very best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

AVAVER!

Matthew Evans

Registered Office as above. Registered in England. No. 944703
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May 8,
1980

¥iss Vanessa Holt,
John Farguherson Ltd,
Bell House,

Bell Yerd,

London WC2A 2JU

Dear Miss Holt,

Following on my letter to you of November 8, 1979, to
which I have not received any kind ¢f response from you, I have
decided to cease using John Fsrquharson Ltd. 2s my litérary agents.

My London publishers, Messrs. Fesber and F=ber, will henceforth
handle all agency business on my behalf. Please therefore refer
all queries on new business. to them.

You will presumebly wish to continue collecting payments on
the old contrscts with which your agency is associatéd in order
to deduct your commission before forwarding the balance to me.

In this connection, when Innes Rose end I worked out the original
terms of our association it was on the clear understanding that

he would colleet a commission of 10% on all my work handled by
him which did mot involve the use of any other agent. Where other
sgents were involved, as in t#enslations and foreign righys etec.,
and where ‘those agent themselves collected a commission off” 10%,
Mr. Rose's commission would be 5%. Your early records of our
dealings will besr this out. Comewhere along the line this has
been changed without any prior agreement and you now routinely
deduct 10¥% on top of the 10% deduction made by any other agent.
Plesse revert to the original commission terms kir, Rose and I
agreed on,

Yours sincerely

Peter Abrahams

ce Nr., Matthew Evans,
F-ber and Fsber Ltd.
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England. Phone Aldeburgh 2838 G% Iadvww

Jemaica, Vest Indie

April 8, 1980

Dear Fexer,

I write to seek your edvice: but first e quick
explanation for the frncy letterhesding which will elso tell
you what 1 heve been doing over the past three years.

In 1977 the government of Jamaica bought out this radio
station which was part of the woridwide British-owned
kediffusion group, end proposed to vest its ownership in what
was described zw 'broadly based mess representsiive!
organisations such as the trade unions, the co-operatives,
farmers', tescher's and religiocus bolies, I was asked to
cheir the bosrd whicn was cherged with the responsibility
of working out # formuls to legelly. bring ebout this novel
new form of ownership for a radio station. It h=asbeen a very
exciting as well as a very trying experience, mnd I have
enjoyed it and lesrnt a great deal. It now looks a2s though
we cen ccuplete the divestment Dprocess sometime this year
and nand over to a new Board of Directors formed from the
representatives of the 22 orzenisstions who have accepted
tie government's share offering, I think we have worked
cut the kind of formulde #nd cwnership structure which will
make it very difficult for eany poiiticians, who sare so
inclined, to menipulste or unduly irfluence the content of
the output of the station. But it is a commercial station
and the influence of advertisers can be gquite as manipulative
a3 that of politieiens: and I am not sure which is ultimately
more corrupting. In any event my part in the enterprise is

rEaeiugxitsxExd nearing its end 2nd I look forward to withdrawing to
our hill 'snd cdoing some more writing,

The question on wanich I would like your advice is whether
Peber ever act in the capacity of agent for Their authors.
Something heppened recently which hes mece me decide not to
centinue using the services of John Parquherson Ltd. as my
AZTERXN agents, /'t the moment those services are lergely limited to
receiving and sending to me of royalties and drawing up the
odd contract for translations and processing of applications
for the reprinting of extreets from some of my work elready
in print. Does Fzber do any of thas sort of work for its
authors? If it does, will it do so for me?

In feirness to the Parquharson agency, the uatter which
hes led me to this decision was an attemot by Innes Rose to,
ag the Americans would ssy, 'cut himself in' on the U.S.
rights of MINE BOY with which he had absolutely nothing to do.
1l detected it snd stopped it sco there was nothing lost except
confidence which, 23 you know, i3 a very importent thing
between egent end client. Sorry to burden you with this
problemn.

Kindewst regards to both of you
As ever



PFduS/BH

f Mr Peter Abrahams,

¥ Red Hills P.0O. Box 20,
Coyaba,

St. Andrew,

Jamaica.

Dear Peter,

I am very glad to tell you that in spite of my
lp dismal’' forebodings of some months ago we have recently
‘gﬁw had quite heavy demands forLUDOMO fréom various parts of
B 2 Africa where I gather it is required for use as some
F?" gort of text boek (). We were worried about the price
as it might have been difficult to get down to a figure
suitable for the African market, but we have made a
number of inquiries and we are now about to reprint
12900copies to sell at £1.35. It will be a rather
economical production but perfectly acceptable.

I am so glad that we are able tc%p this book

going. @
With best wishes, Q~
Yok Ver,

P.F. du Sautoy

A%

S




o sl aans AN ABRER ETD
PUBLISHERS

3 Queen Square, London WC1N 3AU  Fabbaf London WC1 01-278 6881
PFduS/CMW 2nd February 1976

Mr. Peter Abrahams,
"Coyaba"

Red Hills PO,

ST. ANDREW,

Jamaica W.l.

Dear Peter,

It was very nice to get a card from you and Daphne at Christmas
and to feel that we were still in toueh, \ifvonly somewhat remotely.
I do hope that all goes well with you these days.

Publishing over here has become wery difficult during the last
two years, as I am sure you know, but we are surviving here quite
well in spite of difficulties, though in order to do so we have had
to reduce our list of new publications quite drastically and to make
a number of other economiess The inflated cost of book production
now has made it impossible for a firm of average size such as this
one to generate enough cash to support a large publishing programme.
It also means that we have to be extremely careful about reprints,
not printing for such a long period as we were accustomed to before.

I am afraid that one of the casualties of present circumstances
is A WREATH ¥OR, UDOMO, which was considered for reprinting the other
day. We.still have stock for a year or so (about a 1000 copies)
but unless conditions change the book will have to run out of print
when the present stock is exhausted. We can't afford to print for
longer than three years, but 3000 copies is too small for the paper=-
back. Even if we print 5000 copies, which is really the minimum for
a paperback reprint, the price would have to go up from 65p, which
is the price now, to something like £2.00, which would make sales very
doubtful, particularly in Africa. You see the dilemma. I am very
sad indeed that this book, or indeed any book of yours, should go out
of print, but I don't see the alternative.

I wish we could meet again, either in London or in Jamaica,

Registered Office as above. Registered in England. No. 944703 SEnta. / il
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preferably the latter as far as I am concerned, but I see no chance
of being able to make the trip at the moment, or indeed in the future.
I am due to retire in about a year's time and although I shall miss

the work, which at the moment occupies me more than ever before, I
feel that I am due for a rest and a change.

With very best wishes to you both,

Yours ever,

“Tere

Peter du Sautoy



Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman
Lady Faber, Charles Monteith, Alan Pringle, David Bland, Peter Crawley

-FABJER AND FABER LTD

PUBLISHERS

24 Russell Square London WCI
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543

PSC/MKJ 1st September 1966

Peter Abrahams, Esq.,
¢/o PUBLIC OPINION,
2 Corrington Road,
KINGSTON, Jamaioca, W.I.
Dear lir. Abrahams,
I think you may be glad to know that the publication date of
THIS ISLAND NOW, 21s. net, has now been fixed for 29th September.

With all good wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Py P 3. Gﬁ%&%{

Sales Director

(Dictated by Mr. Crawley but signed in his absence)
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman
Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (u.s.A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley

FABER AND FABER LTD

PUBLISHERS

24 Russell Square London WC1
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543

PsC/PW 4 April 1966

Peter Abrahams Esg.,
/0 Public Opinion,
2 Corrington Road,
KINGSTON,

Jamaica, W.I,

Dear Mr. Abrahams,

e are plamming to publiSh/M™wVOICE OF THE ISLAND in the
autumn of this year and I apfwendering if there are any additional
points you would like added ¢ the autobiographical notes we have
in our files? Also you majRhawé further suggestions about the
promoting of your new Wgok and I am therefore enclosing & copy
of the promotional guestdgnfiaire for you to complete, if necessary.

Jbours sincerely,

) ?Ll4;f'(:|ﬂ—ulddl'

Saleg Director.



"Coyaba",

Red Hills P.O,.,

St., Andrew,

Jemeiea, West Indies,

Cectober 6, 1966,

Pater Crawley, Esq,,
Pober & Faber Lid,,
24 Kussell Squsre,
London W.C.di.

Dear Mr, Crawley,

There seem %0 have been » strange series of pceidnnts
about THIS ISLAND NOW, #Mirst, i did not receive your letter
of April 4th until two dsys o7o when someon® st Public Opinion
telephoned to sey that 2 percel and nlettexr M®d eppsrently
been there for me for a very long time./I hgyve not been with
Public Opinion for something like eigpﬁnz%n;s end if people
send letters of psrecel there the people at/the printery
somtinmes put them sside 2na forgea %i{l apbout them for months,
In mmy event when I got there thef hénded me your letter of
April 4th es well as the half degenZauthor's copies of the
book, Nobody knew how long the\bgoks had been there,

‘nd now, today, T havel rgeeived another parcel of seven
copies of the book, thiswire nddressed tc me here, =nd with
an invoice ssying that I, orf@ered these of the 9th of September,
1 did not meke sny such, ovder, but since the books ere here,
ond since 1t would geem that there are no review copies on
the islend (or, =s Tar s 1 ecen find out, in the bookshops)

I heve decided toypass\feview copies around to the following
end hope thet you will approve: :
N “The Daily Gleaner
N\ " Rsdio Jamaica
S\ The Jrmaica Broadeasting Corporation
a -\ Puviic Opinion Weekly .
University Radio unit.

I seemws to me that this makes more sense then shipping the
books brek to you, I hope you will agree =nd r~djust the
chnrge that hes been mede to me, The above sre the orgons

of publicity I would have esked you to send review copies to

. in any casge,

I would of course bhe ¥ﬂ%§§eﬁ%ﬂﬁe¥81§how Just how you
exrrived at the order for the seven copies



Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.
St. Andrew,
Jsmaica.

March 30, 1966.

P. F. du SPutoy, EB(}. 9
Faber & Faber Ltd.,
24 Russell Squere,
London W.C.l.

Dear Peter,

3¢ sorry sbout the delay in answering your letter of the
15th: I hed fto undergo & minor but uncomfortgble operetion.

Your point sbout going streright intofpzge proffs is
perfectly =lliright, snd this is of course the way it hes
always been, 1. do not expect you to do £eldeys especislly
for me, »nd I appreciate the restriction this imposes,

Perhaps the point about the @entence you gquote from
the editorial could be overcome by mMeking it re=d: "We
rublish the statement and Mr. Freeways' comments elsewhere
in this issue," And in the folléwing sentmnce bveginning:
"For snyone to now suggest.s." ' the 'mow' should be dropped.
I think these chsnges would e6rreéct whet is in fect an error
in my time sequence. Just in ‘eese you heve to send a note
to the printers for thig ‘purpose, the pege we sre concerned
with is 156, end it is the Wiiddle peragrapp =nd almost in
the middle of t e pdage.

Some slternstive title suggestions: My working title
was THE ISLANDg I\still like it; or there is THE LIBERANORS;
or we could borrow)from Mr, Afuden's Look, Strenger, ot
THIS ISLANDANOW,\. end put » comma between 'Islsnd' snd
'Now', Thus: \THIS ISLAND, NOW, I think my choice would be
either THEN\ISLAND or THIS IbLAND NOW,

I hope this is of some use.

With best regerds,

four ever



Mrech 9, 1966

Coyeba,

Red Hj-lla P. 0-
St. Andrew
Jamaica,

P.F. du Ssutoy, Esq.,
Feber & Faber Ltd.,
24 Russell Squesre
London W.C.1.

Deer Peter,

I heasten to enswer your telegram,
- Pleanse do go zhead with your plens fezsPablicstion.

I heerd from Harold Streuss yesterday =p@ while I think

they 2re probebly right in their critiéisW of some of the

points of deteil in the novel, end that $idying up these

would improve the book, I slso find whet, seems to me & e

ruch more besic objection. I think there is e bssic objection

to the book =2s it is written end.thot they would be heppier

if it were 2 completely different Beok in terms of its

structure, The problem is th®% this is the book I wented

to write, with different seds of.cherscters being central

in different perts of thesmtoxry, end this I do not wish to

chenge, I will of course g6\oVer the ms egein in the light

of Streuss' detailed points Of criticism; but 2s fer es you

are concerned such chengeés s mey result should be minor

. and capable of incorpersfion in the gelley proof stege.

I hope thisecleaRrd up things for you.

I heve nQﬁrg?t'settled in my mind whet to do sbout
Knopf. They sgy\they will publish in eny cese, whether I
chenge or no%, vyt I wonder whether this is so good. It is
somethingel have to think out.

Incidentally, @ belsted thenk you for the books for
Neomi,.(I went trevelling ogin elmost immediately on my return)
She enjoyed them. I will write you sbout the pesperbacks and
other meatters & little later when things ore a little less
crowded, S i Y
Wermest regerds,

Yours ever



\ %

Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman
Lady Faber, Charles Monteith, Alan Pringle, David Bland, Peter Crawley

FABER AND FABER LTD

PUBLISHERS

24 Russell Square London WC1
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543

PFdus/BB 15th March, 1966

Mr. Peter Abrahams,
Coyaba,

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew,
Jamaica.

Dear Peter,

Very many thanks for your létteme.of March 9th. We are going
ahead with the novel, but there are_.cne or two points I ought to mention,
I think.

First, the title. D& youmtitink A PASSAGE IN TIME is really
strong enough for a book of shis gort? We should be very grateful if you
could give some further thought to this and perhaps make some alternative
suggestion. The present titlezddes not give any indication of the theme of
the book or its setting and ‘seems to me a little negative.

Secondly 2\ I noticed that you say that any changes you are likely
to make could be incorporated in the galleys, but in fact we don't normally
have galleys for\newels, putting them instead straight into page. If we were
to have galley "proofs in this case we should certainly not be able to publish '
in the autumn,%which is what we hope to do. So I hope that in fact you won't
insist on gallegys but will be able to make do with page proofs, which would
mean of course that your corrections would really have to be somewhat re-
strict@fles Of course it might be possible for you to make more changes for
the Knopf edition than you do for us.

Now I come to think of it, there is one point of detail that I
wanted to mention. It seems to me that you have got the time sequence slightly
wrong at the time of Freeways' resignation. Unless I have misunderstood the
narrative, the resignation followed by Stanhope's dinner with the Sternings
and by Martha's visit to her paper and subsequently QB the party given by
Andrew, all take place on the same day, or far into the night of that day.
Yet when Martha goes to the paper to check through the editorial, we find
that the editorial includes this sentence: "We published the statement and
Mr. Freewayd comments on the front page of yesterday's issue." Yet as far
as I can judge the resignation hasn't taken place "yesterday". I think
possibly all you need to do is to delete the sentence I have just quoted,

contdesss



implying that the resignation and the comment on it are in
the same number of the paper. It would be guite sensible if
the news of the resignation were on some other page of the
paper and the editorial comment is printed simultaneously.
At any rate, perhaps you would look into this.

Incidentally, what about THE VOICE OF THE ISLAND
as a title? It seems quite a possibility to me and I wonder
what you think.

With best wishes,

Yours ever,

P
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Peted Atwrahams Esq

Coyaba

Red Hills P O
St Andrew
Jamaica W I

Rex-Verlag - German volume rights in MINE BOY
to June 1965
15% commission

Librairie Hachette's fee for use of short extract -um

from TELL FREEDOM in Prench Reader
15% commission
French tax

per Faber - Heinemann Educational Books' payment
for MINE BOY to June 1965
10% commission

Faber & Faber's royalties for four books to
June 1965

10% commission
Contra a/c

Total due to Mr Peter Abrahams . . . .

O

Q

STATEMENT QOF ACCOUNTS

£ s d £ 8 d
20. 8.10.
z. 1. il
1. 1. 0.
3. 1.
4. 0. L i
15.15. 0.
1.11. 6.
59. 5. 7.
5-18: 60
i5.7.% .5 &
1 S )
x‘\. "
e
/\ I'(G L:) ‘_.
¢ =
(0

25
November

1965

£ 8 4

17. 7. 6.

13.11.

14. 3. 6.

36.19.10.

£69. 4. 9.
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REX-VERLAG LUZERN
VERLAGSBUCHHANDLUNG SORTIMENT
ST. KARLIQUAI 12 TELEPHON (041) 269 12 POSTCHECKKONTO VII 2030

John Farquharson, Ltd.,
15, Red Lion Square,

London, W.Gl.

Lugern, 27, Juli 1965

HONORAR-ABRECHNUNG

per 30. Juni 1865

iiber: Abrahams, SCHWARZER MANN IM WEISSEN DSCHUNGEL
laut Vertrag vom: 17 6,60

Honorarpfliehtige-——-Anflage Zukauf v. SVB 200 Ex.
Lagerbestand am 30. Juni des Vorjahres 106 E=x.
306

Lagerbestand am 30. Juni des laufenden Jahres 131 Ex.
Verkauf innert Jahresfrist 175 Ex.
Ihr Honorar betrdgt Fr. -,81 pro Exemplar = Fr 141.75
Ihr Anteil an Buchgemeinschafts-Ausgabe 8 86.86
Ihr Anteil an Abdrucksrechten " 19,42

Fr. ©248.03

Zahlungsweise / Conditions de payement / Conditions of payment

Die Auszahlung erfolgt bis spatestens Ende September dieses Jahres,
jedoch nicht vor Eingang der beiliegenden von lhnen unterzeichneten

Richtigbefundanzeige.

Le versement sera effectué au plus tard & la fin du mois du septembre
courant, cependant pas avant la réception de votre confirmation
signée (formulaire ci-inclus).

The payment follows at the latest at the end of September of this
year but not before receiving the enclosed confirmation signed by you.

\
REX-VERLAG



’ Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman

Lady Faber, Charles Monteith, Alan Pringle, David Bland, Peter Crawley

FABER AND FABER LTD

PUBLISHERS

24 Russell Square London WCl1
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543

LRS/ HWB
13 GCT. 1985
John Farquharson Ltd.,

15 Red Iion Square,
London W.C.1.

Dear Sirs,

enclosing herewith

We have pleasure in
g Rexwxrd KHEXEEXFBUAX XBAKRKE ¥E

our cheque

value £..15..15. =. representing the amount due to you in

accordance with the undermentioned statement.

50% Royalties received from Heinemann Educational Books Ltd. in
respect of their edition eof MINE BOY by Peter Abrahams, for the
six months ended June «30th ;19653 1680 copies sold.

Yours truly,

H.W. Burwood,
Royalty Department.



ROYALTY STATEMENT

FABER & FABER Ltd.

24 RUSSELL SQUARE LONDON W.C. 1

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Retail Price

..........................................

Sales for six months ending

Deductions

30th June 1965

L T T P T PR T seses

i i copies @ Royalty of 10 % =

¢ Yom

............ copies @ Royalty of

sl copies, colonial editi

on

@ royalty of 10 9, of receipts =

............ copies, special sales,

@ royalty of % of receipts =

susbtriins sheets,

@ royalty of % of receipts =

R AVRERE. o e i St b o

Purchaass. .. coiminimisiviismeisisandonmsiadetons
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PFduS/MEP

Peter Abrahams Esgq,

Coyaba,

Red Hills P.O.

St Andrews,

JAMAICA 2nd Septemberl965

Dear Peter,

It was so good to see you over here and I only wish we could
have had longer together. It takes a bit of time to pick up the
threads, but I really didn't feel myself that we had not met for
nearly ten years. I shall look forward very much to seeing the
new novel when it is ready and also the manuscript on your East
African trip, which I hope has proved interesting and rewarding.

I sent some books to Naomi the other day, You asked me to
send you some of our paperbacks, but the list is now so large that
I feel I should be happier if you could just check what I suggest.
I am enclosing herewith a list on which I have ticked a number of
titles which I think might be of interest to you. As it comes to
quite a big order, perhaps you would like just to run through it
and see whether I have included too much. There may also be some
titles that you would like tc have added. If you will send me the
list back again I will see that the books are despatched without
delay. And I think you said tco that you would like to have all
future paperbacks as they come alcng. Shall we simply send all
titles and if you then find that some are too specialised you
can pass them on to someone else? Or would you like me tc try to
make a selection? We do some thirty to forty paperback titles a
year.

I don't think I explained properly the line we take over fiction.
We included A WREATH FOR UDOMO because we wanted it for Africa.
Otherwise, as you will see, we don't do a great deal of fiction in
this series, apart from Durrell and Golding. There are a few exceptions
to that (for example we took over a couple of L.P.Hartley novels because
they seemed to be wanted for educational purposes and were not otherwise



Peter Abrahams Esq -2 - 2nd September 1965

available)} but in general we have found we can be much more
successful with the non-fiction titles. This is partly because
our prices are somewhat higher than those in other lists and
fiction is of course affected by price when it comes to paperbacks.

With all gecod wishes,

Yours ewer,

a3

’ /d’w
il

o

P.S. You may like to know that we shall be giving you a 333%
discount on these orders, but postage will of ccurse be added.



Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman

Lady Faber, Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley

FABER AND FABER LTD

PUBLISHERS

24 Russell Square London WCl
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543

ME/CE: 27th July, 1965.

Mr. Peter Abrahams,
"Coyaba",

Red Hills P.0O.

St. Andrew,
Jamaica.

Dear Mr. Abrashams,

As Mr. du Sautoy is on a_short holiday, I am writing to
thenk you for your letter of July 22nd. We have written to
Innes Rose about the contract/for your book on kast Africa and
I hope that the contractwill be through within the next three
days so that your advanceican be paid without any delay.

Mr. du Sautoy will,be back in the office next Monday
morning and will§, I know, be pleased to read that you will be
in London for & flew'days and will look forward to you telephoning
to him.

Yours sincerely,

Vlanbers 2o

Matthew Kvans.
Assistant to Mr. du Sautoy.
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'Coyaba’,
Red Hills P,O.
~ : St, Andrew,
| - apaica,

July 22, 1965

P.F. du Seutoy, Esq.,
Faber & Fsber Ltd,., .
24, Russell Squere,
London W.C.l.

Dear Peter, %

I am delighted thet you sre interes ' he East
Africe trip, so pleese do talk to Inn sgp about the
contract, I plan to lesve here as .qggil end of this
month or es eerly in next month ash e, I nope to see
end do 211 I need to in four to Bi> gors and if sll goes

as I plen I might heve to spend 8, few days in London
erranging entry to the places
i% mi

to visit, I will
telephone you when 1 arrive
meet, if it is convenient £

ght be possible for us to

I expeet to finish the lagt few pages of the new
novel in the coming wee it will be decently typed while
I em swey, 1 should e look it over on my return before
sending it out, whiéﬁigﬁ’hs it should resch you sometime

towards the end Sept€nber., 1 an still too close to it 7_r

to smay anythin while about it except thet it is set
in the Caribbe % '

You migh Innes know thet there is not very much time -

for him tgthc money to me. I will write him es soon as
I have fini d with the book,

Yours ever



Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman
Lady Faber, Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley

FABER AND FABER LTD

PUBLISHERS

24 Russell Square London WC1
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543

PSC/MKJ 18th June 1965

Peter Abrahams, Esqg.,
¢/o PUBLIC OPINION

2 Corrincston Road
KINGSTON,

Jamaica, W.l.

Dear Mr, Abrahams,

I think you may be glad to know that the publication date of
the Faber Paper Covered Edition of A WREATH FOR UDOMO, 6/6 net,
has now been fixed for 15th July.

I am glad to say that A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN is doing well and
at the moment we have sold well over 2800 copies. I hope the
Jamaican bookshops are giving a good show for we have been pushing
the book hard in the West Indies.

With all good wishes.

Yours sincerely,

i ¢ e

Sales Director



Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman
[.ady Faber, Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley

FABER AND FABER L'TD

PUBLISHERS

24 Russell Square London WC1
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June 3rd 1965

Peter Abrahams Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew

Jamaica

Dear Mr Abrahams,

Peter du Sautoy is still in Americe and won't be back until June 12th;
but I did mention your letter at an Editorial Committee yesterday - and I
thought I ought to write you a brief letter now to say how very interested
we are in all the projects which you mention in it, We're delighted to hear
that a new novel is so nearly ready; and we're most certainly interested in
the East Africa Revisited book. = So far as Jamaica is concerned, we'd certainly
be perfectly happy to wait until the other books are finished - and we're very
pleased indeed to know that you'd like to write it for us,

Peter du Sautoy will of course be writing in more detail when he gets back.
In the meantime, may I send you my own very warmest good wishes,

Yours ever,

Mordc, pem ST

P.5. hen you see the Hearnes do please give them my love,



P B, du Sputoy,1Esq., R R
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-if we cen agree on a timeteble.
‘Next, I have #£11 but worked o©

-article the sum ot one tatu ks
L pert of the final Tee of @
cover the cost of the reQuiy i
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dollars (3500 exaenses- $500
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PFduS/MEP

Peter Abrahams Esq,

Coyaba,

Red Hills P.O.

St Andrew,

Jamaica 3rd May 1965

Dear Peter,

Many thanks for your letter of April 27th. I am so glad to
hear that American reaction has been favourable as well; the book
seems to be selling quite nicely here at the moment and we hope it
will keep on.

I have been meaning to write to you on quite another subject.
We should very much like to publish a book on Jamaica today and
of course we know the book that you yourself wrote for the Stationery
Office. The book seems to be still available but presumably does not
sell very much now. I say "seems", because it took three enquiries
to find out whether they knew about it at the office in Kingsway. Would
you ever think, or would it be possible for you to think, of doing an
entirely new book. I suppose the fact that you have the Stationery
Office book behind you, which was extremely good, might make it more
difficult rather than easier, but of course what we should want would
be an entirely new apprcach, and I am sure that that is what you would
want to do toc. At any rate, we should be most interested to know whether
this appeals to you at all. I am afraid you may say you are too busy,
and of ccurse I shall quite understand that. If that is in fact your
answer, do you think there is anyone else whom we might approach? We
don't want to approach another author - we would much rather have you!

Yours ever,

7

v
Corr ™






Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F, du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman
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Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543

PFduS/MEP

Peter Abrahams Esq,

Coyaba,

Red Hills P.O.

5t Andrews,

Jamaica 2ndhApril 1965

Dear Peter,

I have cut out some reviewe of A WIGHT OF THEIR CWN which
I think you might like to have. “JIt has been pre:ty well received
all round, I think, and we hope.itywill do well.

With best wishes,

Yours ever,



Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman
Lady Faber, Charles Monteith, Alan Pringle, David Bland, Peter Crawley

FABER AND FABER LTD

PUBLISHERS

24 Russell Square London WC1
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30th March, 1965

Peter Abrahams, Esq.,
Coyaba,

Red Hills P.O.,

St. Andrew,

Jamaica,

V‘.{.I L]

Dear Mr. Abrahams,

Many thanks for your letter of March 23rd - I am very glad
to know that the books have reached you safely, and that the postage
didn't turn out to be excessive,

I have asked our Sales Department to send you (by sea mail)
two copies of TELL FREEDOM, but I am afraid we are not able to send
you two copies of the hard covered edition of A WREATH FOR UDOMO since
this is now out of print. However, we haven't overlooked sending you
your free copies of the paperback edition - it's simply that the book
isn't published yet, and I don't think is likely to come before June
17th at the earliest. All being well, your free copies should leave
here about three weeks before publication,

There seem to have been several nice reviews about A NIGHT
OF THEIR OWN already; and I much hope there will be many more to come.

Yours sincerely,

]?bf{’/vv\avy 6'0012) ,

Rosemary Goad.



"Coyesba",
\ Red Hills P.O.
: St. Andrew,
f e Jemrice,

e : : i \ i Mﬂ!@h 23' 1965.

Niss Rosemary Goed, ' : %
Frver & Feber Ltd., A %

24 Russell Sqguere,

London w.c.l.‘ | 3 \ | | _'
M

Deer Miss Goad,
The books errived o 7th of ¥Merch end in excellent.

condition. I am most g to you for the trouble you
too over this. And I course very pleessed to see that

the postage came to &2.1 ~ which wes ccnsiderably less
than you snticipnte dw

There is y about this but I do not have any copies
on my shelves’ e Fnber editions of TELL FREEDOM end A
WREATH FOR 'm thinking of theée hard covered edition of

the latter; I heve not seen the paper covered edition
end wonderN\yhefher you'vé overlooked me or do not send suthors
ERRLXERXBER ee copies of soft covers when you first bring
them out). So will you plesse errange to heve sent to me,

snd charged to me, two copies erch of TELL FREEDOM & UDOMO

(in herd cover). And the cheepest snd slowest' surfsce meil for
these will do! : / .

-

Thank you egein, j . )

Yours sincerely



Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman
Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (U.S.A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley

FABER AND FABER LTD

PUBLISHERS

24 Russell Square London WC1
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543

10th March, 1965

Peter Abrahams, Esq.,
Coyaba,

Red Hills P.O.,

S5t. Andrew,

Jamaica,

West Indies.

Dear Mr. Abrahams,

I thought you would 1like to know that I have just heard
from our Sales Depariment that six copies of A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN
are on their way to you by air parcel post, and that the cost of
postage will be somewhere in the region of four guineas. I do hope
this will be all right, and that the books reach you safely in time
for yowr birthday. I'should be most grateful if you could drop me
a line to let me know when they arrive, and if they are in good
condition.

All good wishes,

yours sincerely,

l?M @W\.ﬂv\( GWVD :

Rosemary Goad.



Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P.F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman
Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (U.s.A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley
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8th March, 1965

Peter Abrahams, Esq.,
Coyaba,

Red Hills P.O.,

Ste Andrew,

Jamaica,

w.I.

Dear Mx . Abrahsms [

Many thanks for youriair letter card of March 2nd. I am
sorry that Immes Rose is omly letting you have one copy, but we shall
be sending you a further six as quickly as possible. The Sales
Director, Peter Crawleyy is going to find out the cost of air freight
end will, I think, be getting in touch with you about the books tomorrow.
This will mean that we.shall be charging your account with six copies
(plus the cost of postage or air freight), which is the usual practice
when an agent has'copies of & bock in order to sell translation rights
etc,

Very best wishes for March 25th.

Yours sincerely,

?@»Swv}, Gm)

Rosemary Goad.



\ “coyaba“ 9 " N A%

Red Hills P.0.,.
S5t. Andrew.
Jdrmaicsa,

Moreh 2, 1965

NMiss Rosemsry Goed,
Faber & Feber Ltd.,
24 Russell Sgueare,
London W.C.1l.

Desr Miss Goad,

I heve just heag@ from wHose (my egent in London)

thet you esre publishing on ¢ 25th »nd that he hss
received the six free cor 1o me, " Like the good agent
he is his principi&2 co to sell translation rights

end he is holding ont ut one of the copies.

‘I need at leeaf hal® = dozen copies of my own to ;
discharge the inevi cbligntions one collects, snd they
would be most ug®ul #hd most drematic if I could get them by
the 19th of en the key ones to whom I'm obligated |
- will be here rating ny birthday. So if it is et ell
helf = dozen copies to me by then, 1 should

possible T : 2
be most gra ; perheps air freight is the enswer, provided
the cherg e not too high, i ‘

Plenase do ;ﬂe best jou ecen for me in this respect., 7

L}




Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P.F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman
Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (U.S.4.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley

FABER AND FABER LTD

PUBLISHERS

24 Russell Square London WC1
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543

Peter Abrahams, Esg.,

Coyaba,

Red Hills P.O.,

St. Andrew, .
Jamaica,

w.I.

Dear Mr. Abrahams,

Very many thanks for your letter and for completing the
publicity questionnaire so promptly. Thank you too for sending the
up to date biographical notes which Knopf are using. I will follow
up your suggestions about review copies when the time comes, and will
also send a complimentary copy to Colin Legum, and of course we will
send out the three copies off your behalf,

Yours sincerely,
ol lmawny UDA

Rosemary Goad.



J=nusry 27, 1965

Miss Reosemary Goed,
Feber osnd Feber Ltd.,

Dear liiss Geed,

Thenk you for your letter of the 22nd
with its enclosures, I am g&nd thet you
like the book and thet sowe lixkely reviewert
seen te do so loe. N /

) |
As you wills se tne enclosed I
heve filled out yaurg licity form wherevel
I could. But I do¢net think I cen be of eny
use to Peter Crpwmlay in his seles promotion
(in eny cnse he nbws o sight more sbout
this than I au eéver likely to) so I hsve
ignored thig pefticulsr questidhsire.

v

I ag\#lsc enclosing an up-to-de te
biogresphicel note that Xnopf prepared for
their tien. Plesse note i1he correction
I mede on this.

You migat let Colin Legum of tae
Observer hove @ copy if publicity in Africe
is likely to be of velue to seles.

Yours sincerely



Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P.F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman
Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (U.s.A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley

FABER AND FABER LTD

PUBLISHERS

24 Russell Square London WC1
an / ~ Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543
SG/RG

Peter Abrahams, Esq.,

Coyabsa,

Red Hills Road,

o5t. Andrew,

gaEaica, January 22nd, 1965

De&ar Nr. Abrahams,

Ae you know, ¥We are planning to publish
A NIGHT OF TIEIR @FN this season - probably in
late Marcn or early\April. I enclose a set of
publicity forms awnd would be very grateful if
you could comalete these and return them to me
as soon ag¢poesible. We already have a very
good pnotogrepn so there's no need to bother about
thet; but T would be glad if you could bring
your autobiograpnical notes up to dete (I enclose
a copy of “the onzt we have in thue file at present).

I enjoyed A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN very much
indeed and do hope 1t does well. Certalnly the

various journallists wnc have scen it in proof
seem enthuslastic.

Yourse sincerely,

Qﬁ&w«av&z had .

Encs. Rosemary Go



Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman
Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (v.s.A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley

FABER AND FABER LTD

PUBLISHERS
24 Russell Square London WC1
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543

EDB/MPA 18th January 1965

Peter Abrahams, Esq.,
"Coyaba",

S5t. Andrew,

Jamaica.

Dear NMr. Abrahams,

Thank you for your lettefBof\13th January - yes, it did cross
mine of 8th and now your la%est=has crossed mine of the 1lthl
But I think everything ig now*‘ clear; I have deleted the Keats
quotation from the pregs sét land have altered the dedication
as you requested. i

Yours sincerely,

S

Eileen Brooksbank,




n Gu:ra;ha " & g Ll e
hed Hills 2.0. A
St. Andrew, /
dennics. ‘ !

Junuery 13, 1965 ik

¥ios Tileen Brcohsbpnn, ,
Faber & Frnber Ltd. * \ _
! EE s

Deer Miss Brooksbank,

'

ettar of the (&th end I rnthpr
rs well 28 the page proofs
gie Sth. Iau ?hOhld‘bJ noew héve

I art in receipt of ys
‘gugpeet that it crotsed igw

which I returned to yoR &
- received bcth.

You will See Lo heve slready deelt with tne peint
of the glherling ivelent of 8 Scuth Afrlcan Rendgfaxigx
whniech 1; ten el X buu;llﬂg. '

v

ould be best if the Xeats guotation were it £t

I Tnin iy
] sped and if the lesst linn of the dedicmiio ,:ﬂ

comple te
were Lo ¥ 4
gL tﬁls nlght of *helr own”™ 4 L

ingtesd of 'of 'Shis naqu¢nb nig nt 2 Lhe whgle dedlce*ion aknul
should then run:

"For my friends” etc ete "who ere st war
azeinst the evils of this night of their own",

Yours sincerely

4

I\




Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman
Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (u.S.A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley

FABER AND FABER LTD

PUBLISHERS
24 Russell Square London WC1
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543

EDB/ACM 11th January, 1965

Peter Abrahams, Esg.,
Coyaba,

Red Hills P.O.,

St. Andrew,

Jamaica,

West Indies.

Dear Mr. Abrahams,

A NIGHT OF THETR OWN

Thank you very mush for your letter of the 5th January
and for returning your corrected page proofs so quickly. We are glad

to know that you found ‘so few printersg' errors.

Yes, we will complete the *by the same author list'.

I hepe you will now h'En.re my letter of the 8th January
about 'this paSging'night' and the fooﬁngte on page 17. I see that
you have amdnded the latter and I teke it that you are quite happy
about the quotation being left in, but we will wait for just a couple

of days just in case you send in Fewme wordg about this.

Yours sincerely,

Eileen Brooksbank




Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman
Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (v.s.A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley

FABER AND FABER LTD

PUBLISHERS
24 Russell Square London WC1
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543

Peter Abrahams, Esq., 8th January, 1965
Coyaba,

Red Hills P.O,,

St. Andrew,

Jamaica,

West Indies,

Dear Mr. Abrahams,
A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN

The printers despatched page proofs on the 21st of December
and I do hope that yours reached you wery soon after Christmas, If so,
it may be that your corrected set is now on its way back to us but we
have, in any case, two queries which we would be very glad if you would
gsettle if you haven't already done so,

The imain query concerns the use of the quotation 'this passing
night' in the dedication and on the fqilowing page - as the title of the
book has been changed, do you definitely still wish to use this Keats
quotation'? Mr, du Sautoy tells me he mentioned this when he wrote to you
last August but he doesn®t think he has had any comment from you about it,
The other point is that in the footnote on p.17 a dollar equivalent to a
South African Rand is given and it has been suggested that there might be
more point in making this a sterling equivalent for our edition, If you
think this would be a good plan I will find out what it ought to be,

If you have already returned your proofs to us I would be
very grateful if you would send me a cable about these matters for we are

very keen to go ahead just as quickly as we can,

Yours sincerely,

e —————

Eileen Brooksbank
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman
Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (U.s.A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley

FABER AND FABER LTD

PUBLISHERS
24 Russell Square London WC1
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543

Peter Abrahams, Esq,, 16th December, 1964
Coyaba,

Red Hills P,O.,

wt, Andrew,

Jamaica,

Wwest Indies,

Dear Mr, Abrahams,

A NIGHT OF THETRwQUM

The printers hope #0 praduee page proofs before Christmas
and to save time I have askeéf Rthem to pull two sets on airmail paper
and send these to you, byNei¥wajl, dirgg¥ss, Would you please correct

RN .
31 this back to me as soon as you

the printer's marked Sgt and%then airiia
: o
are able to do so,NWe aN¢ somewhat Bébind schedule and are most anxious

to avoid postpdhing otr hoped-for pu.'}caticn date, I have asked for the

typescript goag\returned to us here éﬁith&t our own reader may refer to

it, for E explct you have a duplicate L

Yours sincerely,

Eileen Brooksbhank
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PFduS/MEP

Peter Abrahams Esq,

Cayaba,

Red Hills P.O.

S5t Andrew,

JAMAICA 22nd October 1964

Dear Peter,

Very many thanks for your detter of October 12th. We have
received the photocopy of the manuscript from Knopf and it seems
to us that it is in a fit state to go to the printer as it is,
so we are substituting it for the other manuscript, thereby
avoiding any risk of mot including anything that it now in the
edited American versions The photocopy has gone to production
and we will go straight into page proof.

I am glad %o know about the photographs and will send a
line to Harold Strezuss asking him if he can let us have prints.

I am so glad that this is all working out so nicely and
we shall look forward greatly to publishing the book.

With best wishes,

Yours ever,

e
/‘



1

e A ' Coyabe,
> : . Red Hills P.0.
PR, St. Andrew,.
damnica,

October 12, 1964

2

-

P. P, du Sautey, Esq., | %
" Pober & Feber. Ltd., LN

24, Russell Square,; v / ‘N§‘
London W.C.l Q~

Dear‘Peter;

' You should be now :
ové} photo=-cony of the ’;j: cvint fram Harold Streums. So
1 thought you might%Wike %o know that the Knopf people are
at last sufficiendly y te went to go straight inte page
proofs, If you gelf feel Iike doing so 25 well it
might save " ad
so this net=.
of course

WdNmoney, But I am not up on these things,
3 5 ;nly to keep you in the picture, raallsing 4
hWJou must do whatever you think best,

8o sent Btrsuss s couple of negetives of snap

nshota he liXed eng thsught could be nicely enlerged, I em
gure he will let you hesve prints, should you need smy.

/ Rl s : Yours ever

7



Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman
Lady Faber, T. 8. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (u.s..), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley

FABER AND FABER LTD

PUBLISHERS

24 Russell Square London WCl
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PquS/GP 15th September, 1964.

Peter Abrahams Zgq.,
Coyaba,

Hed Hills P.O.

St. Andrew,

Jamaica.

Dear Peter,

Very many thanks indeed £0r your letter of August 24th
which was acknowledged in my absences

We think A NIGHT OP\THEIR OWN is a good title and hope
that Knopf will agree. As far as'we are concerned we are ready
to regard it as settled.

With best wishes,

Yours ever,
/ e
/

-

{



Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman
Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (uU.8.A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley

FABER AND FABER LTD

PUBLISHERS

24 Russell Square London WC1
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543

ME/GP 2nd September, 1964.

Peter Abrahams Esq.,
Coyaba,

Red Hills 7.0,

S5t. Andrew,

Jamaica.

Dear lr. Abrahams,

As Mr. du Sautoy is on holiday I am writing to
thank you for your letter of August 24th. Your manuscript is
now in the hands of the printers but fortunately we will be able
to make the minor changes that you suggest before they start
work.

I will ghow your letter to Mr. du Sautoy when
he returns to the office next week and he will be writing to
you then.about the title.

Yours sincerely,

Ot &3

Matthew LEvans
Agsistant to Mr. du Sautoy
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B, #, du Scutey Esq.,

" Feber & Faber Lid., it ! b 1 A
Lenden, : it W e AT : s
| ‘ .
Deer Patur, K

P Nany thenks fer J@dﬁ digivher of the 17K i gdditien to
the cutbz indiceted 4ia my letter [{te Stpfugs "f August 6,

utnera gre the felliewing mlna clisngea;

A

") will insist én it.

Thet we olivin

1) Streuss suggested, snd I o -
Pleese de +ikekiaa.

the 1ﬂat C@rnlete paragrwah en peg

¥ @ut whether Deo sheuld js
8 ¥es a1l for her being a '

By ® 7 2 s"’")' pert of. twt He did
o=t in the leve-making scens

repain © cripple o1 nut. Sﬁgu“
*‘nornel weusn' bBut I r@4nsa»u,
hewever mnke the walid pﬁ'

"I had cenfused the hest ¢ ﬁuﬂx'aetad parsen hes to weer with
‘the elubfeet itselfy nn N

™ thet scepe, L wrote of Rkesi

pssing hic feot ovey DedMs’ lump of flssh, I have tsld him g
tha* ‘ovar h&l luﬂn‘gﬁ\igesb' shevld -be chrnged ts ‘ever her = ',
deforned fool wn D flesh' sccurs 8 few timea in %het
;ectiqn, plﬁ?l& shsnre it to ‘a@formsd Y

3) I% we L? s®er. that "Wools' or ‘maala' is Ameriocsn .
slang fer neRgY™end since 8ld Men Xeels is @ upn of wenlth
' Strauss thgugi Anericen resders mizht see this 23 o cheeo
pun. I tel@ ir thet Meéls ic e very respsctabls Indisan

surneme in Iﬁdia g3 well =8 in 8Beuth end ¥sst Africe but in
deference to the grest /imericen nesding public I weuld chsuge
Old Nan Eeela te '0ld Men Nsnda' end his sen to ' Joc handa.

: 43 Finelly, they felt ﬁ Gruff Veice appaared af4an
enouzh fer him te hsve & nama. Sruff Veice sppecrs in the
passnge from pege 13=17 end then from peg % 164=172. Plense f -
chonge 'Gruff Veice' ta- ' petrelmen Touw' in the firs% instance iy
then te'Louw' when ever it is repested. Se the first tine weuld
read: "The gruff veice of Prirelmen Leuw said: 'so yeu “re ebe!'"

"This cempletes £l1ll the changaa I intend tﬁ maka. For title
what de yon think ef A HIGHT OF 1HE. OWF or ALL THACUGH THE
NIGHT? If wou like 4 , WK a8 much =8 I de then I

Ycura.gwqr
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman
Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (u.s.A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley

FABER AND FABER LTD

PUBLISHERS

24 Russell Square London WC1
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543
PFduS/ JPH 17th August 1964

Peter Abrahams Esqg.,
Ceyaba,

Red Hills P.0.,

St. Andrew,

Jamaica, W.I.

Dear Peter,

I have your two letters dated July 29th (£0)Inhes Rose) and August 6th
(to Harold Strauss). It is a great pity abouf\thWe™title, but I agree that
we cannot very well use THIS PASSING NIGIT\¢ag 1% has been used so recently.
The book by Clive Miller was published ovem WePe by Secker & Warburg, so
the same ¢onsiderstions apply. I am not absolutely certain about THE PERTLS
OF THIS PASSING NIGHT, though I suppofesit™f¥s possible. I wonder what Knopf
will say about that or whether theg§ Will\have some other suggestion. I did
think myself of THE CAPTURED AND, THE FREE, but I think this is ruled out by
Joyce Cary's THE CAPTIVE AND THE FREES I was trying to teke something from
your dedicationd Incidentallyy, both*the dedication and the quotation from
Keats will presumably have, to begtonsidered if the title is changed.

We think that THE HUH$ 'OR NKOSI is too difficult on account of the
name and THE HUNTER €, THE HUNTED too much like other titles which have been
used. (We have 2 chMdren's story called HUNTER HUNTED.)

We don't want™e’hold the book up more than we can possibly help; and I
should be very grateful to have sny further suggestions you may want to put
forward.

We are quite willing to accept your cutp and I have put a pencil through
those passages, assuming that Knopf will also accept them. But on this too I
should be grateful for early word, in case some further changeles been made.

If I have any other ideas about the title I shall of course let you know
at once.

With best wishes,

Yours ever -
: ’ {/722;15’ «””’/’f’
~ —/
Kbl whond Tl gr,'g g ﬂ.; /.7,,,-.3 /I/zj’w‘ (yfw_ 3\},:(4;_.)?




Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman
Lady Faber, T\ 8. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (U.s.A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley

FABER AND FABER LTD

PUBLISHERS

24 Russell Square London WCl
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543
i
PFduS/GP 16th July, 1964.

Peter Abrahams Esq.,
"Coyaba",

Red Hills P.O.,

3t. Andrew,

Jamaica.

Dear Peter,

Very many thanks indeed for your letter of June 30th. We
have received the menuscript safely now@and have reasd it. I found it
very exciting to read and an extrsordinarily interesting study of the
clash between black South Africans and Indians. What an awful
additional complication that is!  As always, your understanding of the
Afrikﬁ?ner is very impressive.

It is an enormous pleasure to have a new novel by you
and we are thrilled with its, I hope this means that you will follow
up with another before too lomng. I am making an offer of course to
Innes Rose and he will no.doubt deal with the contract. With regard
to the date of publication, it isn't really feasible to publish
before Christmas. ©.It is mo good publishing too late in the year, that
is to say too near to Christmas, and this year is in any case made
more difficult for us by the election that will be coming in Octoher.
The book will have<a much better chance if it appears in the early part
of 1965 and I'm afraid that South Africa will continue to be topical.
But we shall press shead with the book and there won't be any dragging
of feet.

It is so good to be writing to you egain about a
manuscript.

With very best wishes,

Yours ever,

//JZ,,,V/,,_



e i T, “"Coyaba®
efipd : ' Hed Hills P,0,.
Janaica,

June 30, 1962

Peter du Sautoy Bage, ‘ - -
Paber snd Paber Ltd,

24 Russell Square,

Lenden W,C.1 ; P

4
7 W 4
41} < S

Desr Peter, fhe P 3&f;a - il

‘I theught you might like o kﬁﬁmﬁiﬁut I have %vsa
~completed & novel which is now b&ing $yped and which I hepe
- %o mell to you by air-freight the™end of this week. I om
sending it direct to yeu inspead of through Innes Rose N
veceuse I hope you will try ,gj it inte your Christmes list,
if you like it of ceurse, s ondn e wight be zn dwpertent
facter. The story is seﬁﬁigu”ﬁ Africa end the Rivenis-
Vendels irisl has made raster teblcel. It is celied
THIS PﬁSSIHG NIGHT anﬁ ruﬁh»te sbeut eighiy thoupend words.

The suspense. dide of the satery is thet ef & men whe has
btreught mensy ig@e%t country for the paeple who are fighting
against the govermge n.. This men's escepe route out is blocked
end, the sascu %wiie cas are hunting for him., The philesephic
side derls wi e nreblenm of the “Indien minerity community
end what they Heve Jo de %o earn scceptance by the Africens
when the dayvef Africsn power arvives, In any event, you
will be able te redd it for yourself soen. /

Best regsrds, | :

-

7 7 ey
_ Your® aiﬁgggéiy

Pegter Abrahams
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PFdusS/EML 13th February, 1962

Peter Abrshams Esq.,
Coyaba,

Red Hills P.O.,

5t. Andrew,

Jamaica, W.l.

Dear Peter,

I am terribly sorry to have to_say that we did not feel able
to make an offer to Hendriks for his poems, though we liked them quite
well, They are not quite suitable for-our list, we feel. I saw him
when he was in London recently and.liked him very much indeed. T
suggested, that as he was going away and would not be able to visit
other publishers, I should recommend the bock to someone else and I
have in fact sent it now to André Deutsch, who might possibly be
interested. There are of course other possibilities, but 1 thought
it might be helpfulijust to start the manuscript off myself.

It is sad that we could not do it here, but we are not taking
very much new poetry at present.

I hope that you may be over here before tco long so that we
can discuss all sorts of things.

With best wishes.
Yours ever,

i
fl- E y

-

PR S



Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman
Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (U.s. A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith
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PFduS /ASB 11th January 1962

Vr. Peter Abrahams,
Coyabe,

Red Hille, P, 0.,
St. Andrew,
Jamaica W.l.

Dear Peter,

How splendid to hear from you &gain! We shall of course
be very glad to consider the poems by A.L. Hendriks, but I ought to
warn you (though you know it alfeady) that we do really take very
little new poetry these days, fer obvious reasons.

I am most interested tor ead what you say about West Indian
writing, and about John HeZrne. I wonder vhat impact the island will
make on him now. There might be a considerable change in his writing,
and possibly & new<@nd valueble development.

I am so“glad you had a visit from Anne Walmsley before
Christmas, _We saw her when she was over here during the summer and
it was obvious that Jemaica, and the West Indies generally, meant &
great dealyto her. I am afraid she may in the end find it quite
difficult towcome back.

It will be wonderful if you come through London on your way
to Tanganyika and I hope you will give warning of your approach so that
we can plan to meet. It seems & long time since we saw you. And the
news that there may be another book or even bocks from you before too
long is very exciting; there his been too big & gap.

Yours ever,

(W

S

a—
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