
Subject: 
Re: The Coyaba Chronicles 

Date: 
Thu, 28 Oct 1999 09:00:07 -0400 

From: 
peter abrahams <coyaba@cwjamaica.com> 

To: 
Frank Pike <frank.pike@faber.co.uk> 

References: 
1 

Dear Mr. Pike. 

Many thanks for your laying out of the the problems and possibilities for 
the 
Coyaba Chronicles. Publishing seems indeed to have changed since I began my 
association with Faber. I would, of course, prefer to have Faber as my 
publishers of first resort. The next best thing is to have Faber arrange 
whatever the new process is to be. So the question is: Is Faber still my 
publisher of first choice whatever the detailed arrangements? If the answer 
lS 

yes then I will leave everything in your hands to proceed as you think best. 
I 
would like, for instance, to have the basic contract to be with Faber, with 
Faber dealing with Ian Randle, David Philip and anybody else. This is part 
sentiment and old habit and part unwillingness to get involved in the 
business 
side of publishing. My mind is already into some new writing projects and I 
do 
not want the distraction of dealing with the business side. If this is what 
lS 

implicit in your latest communication then I am happy to leave things in 
your 
hands. Please let me know if we are in agreement on this point. 
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Dear Mr Abrahams, 

I'm sorry not to have replied before now to your message of the 26th. Before 
giving you a categorical answer I wanted to double- check with coUeagues 
(including one whose acquaintance with your work pre-dates mine). It is one 
which I give with decidedly mixed feelings, since it obliges me to 
acknowledge explicitly to myself what I already implictly knew- that 
Fabers and publishing generaUy have changed to a point where many 'obvious 
Faber books' can no longer be characterised as such, whatever their merits. 
While up to now I've been trying to 'keep the door open', I'm now persuaded 
that I'm deluding myself that there is a realistic chance of Fabers 
publishing The Coyaba Chronicles. This not to say there is no readership 
here for the book, but that we would not adequately serve it. 

In the absence (so far) of a formal response from South Africa, my very 
strong advice would be to give Ian Randle control of UK rights. Even ifhe 
failed to find a British publisher he would be able to arrange distribution 
here far earlier than might otherwise be the case. This opinion is partly 
based on seeing what happened to a really excellent biography of a leading 
ANC/CP figure published in South Africa with great success by David Philip. 
The author (based in the US) insisted on retaining UK rights personally but 
has to the best of my knowledge failed to find a publisher here. 

I am happy to carry on as intermediary, but on further reflection I feel 
frankly ( and this is something I have discussed with disinterested parties 
outside Fabers) that Ian Randle is better equipped than I am to negotiate 
with David Philip or other publishers in South Africa or the States, and his 
position will get stronger as production proceeds and he is able to offer 
detailed costings. We have now sub-contracted administration of our 
contracts to an outside firm, but I can still get sound advice on 
contractual matters if needed. 

Please don't hesitate to raise any further queries you may have. 

With best wishes, 

Frank Pike 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WC!NJA U 

Telephone 0 171 465 0045 
Fax 0 171 465 0034 

http://wwwfaber.co.uk 

Matthew Evans 
John Bodley 

Walter Donohue 
Valerie Eliot 

Toby Faber 
Laurence Longe 

Julian Loose 
Chris Mclaren 
Joanna Mackle 

Jon Riley 
Peter Simpson 

Registered office as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

28 October 1999 

Peter Abrahams Esq 
Coyaba 
PO Box 20 
Red Hills 
St Andrew 
Jamaica W .I. 

Dear Mr Abrahams, 

Thank you once again for your patience. The main reason I have kept you 
waiting (as I have hinted) is that The Coyaba Chronicles presented me with 
a publishing dilemma whfoh got if anything more acute the better I 
understood the book's merits. 

That understanding owes much to others I have consulted. It was 
immediately obvious (again as I think I hinted) that a very important 
segment of the potential audience for the book was outside the UK -
specifically Jamaica and South Africa for a start. Y Olli" account of 
Jamaican domestic politics over the last three decades or so has an 
impressive personal authority simply on first reading: I have discovered 
since, that for a Jamaican reader it also has an urgency that is to a degree at 
odds with the timetables of current metropolitan publishing. I now 
appreciate better your own sense of urgency - Jamaican readers need this 
book as soon as possible! This not to say there are not readers in the UK, 
South Africa and elsewhere who won ' t value the book simply on its merits: 
the sheer quality of the writing a11d Lhe element of personal testimony 
which gives tf' its authority. 

Among those I consulted is Ian Randle, whose name and reputation I 
assume you are fami liar with, and he is enthusiastic about your book , 
which he sees as important and timely. He feels strongly that production 
should begin as soon as reasonably possible. Rather than delay further, l 
should like to propose that he originates the book, with the arrangement of 
editions or sale of copies in other territories to fo llow, rather than attempt to 
' edit' it to make it equally attrnctive to its various readerships. Bridget 
Impey of David Philip is interested but has still to make a commitment, 
and I'm reasonably confident it should be possible to find someone in the 
States to take it (you may have your own ideas). As I think I mentioned, our 
schedules are nowadays run in such a way that I think it highly unlikely we 
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could get it out in less that eighteen months from now. I have grudgingly to 
admit that it may be in the book's best interests to find another UK 
publisher who can move more quickly. The door is not yet shut, however -
though it could be. 

The foregoing will no doubt come as a surprise and to a degree I'm surp1ised 
(and not a little sad) to find myself suggesting it. However it is the result of 
much anxious thought and discussion, drawing on the advice of well-disposed 
and and well-infonned publishing colleagues who hold you and your work in 
admiration and respect. Do please give it sympathetic consideration. If you 
agree I will immediately put you in touch with Ian Randle. 

With all good wishes, 

) ( \\ 

~ 
Frank Pike 
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Fabera11d Faber Limited 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCJN JAU 

Telephone 0 17 1 465 0045 
Fax 0 171 465 0034 

http://wwwjaber.co.uk 

Matthew Evans 
John Bodley 

Walter Donohue 
Valerie Eliot 

Toby Faber 
Laurence Longe 

Julian Loose 
Chris McLaren 
Joanna Mackle 

1011 Riley 
Peter Simpson 

Registered office as above 
Registered i11 England 

number 944703 

14 September 1999 

Peter Abrahams Esq 
Coyaba 
PO Box 20 
Red Hills 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 
W.l. 

Dear Mr Abrahams, 

Electronic problems prevent me e-mailing you, so I hope this letter doesn' t 
take too long to reach you. I thought I should let you know I shall be out of the 
office until the first week of October. Since I was last in touch I have 
continued to take 'soundings' and can fully appreciate your sense of urgency 
and will do all I can to reconcile this with the demands of 'scheduling' . I hope 
the imminence of the Frankfurt Book Fair will help in this regard. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 
( 

~~[Q_ 

Frank Pike UWI L
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Mardi 15, 1999 

Ms. Amabel Gee 
HeadofRipts 
Faba- & Faber l.td 
3 Queen Square 
l.mdon WCIN 3AU 

Dear Mill Gee, 

Coyaba 
P.O.Box20 
Red Hills 
St Aadrew. 
Jamaica. 

Thank you for your note of March 1 and the copies of the proposed Option 
. Agreement with Herbert Martin. I have examined it very Cllefully and I have 

decided not to sign it. 

These people want too much for too little. 

In any event I am not prepared to-sign away all the subsidiary ,riglltl listod in 
the docurnm• - film, television, radio, videocweues etc; including aay possible 
new means of presentation and production now not known. And once the number 
of n,quired performances are carried out, the Play (the proposed musical adaplat 
ion of my book)md the Work ( MUie Bey) shall be dccme<I merged forever and in 
perpetuity and all grand performing rights (that is, dramatic rights) may be dealt 
with tbroupout the world solely by the Purchaser or his assigns. This is 
unacceptable. I am prepared to lease the rights to the mlkin@ t>f a musical ba8cd on 
my novel Mi• Boy, with reasonable sharing of ancillary proceeds. I am not selling 
or transferring those rights to anyone in pe1petuity; and I am not agreeing to any 
merging of primary and subsidiary rights to undermine my copyright control . . 

The gap betwrm what they want and what I am prepared~ wms to 
me far too wide to be bridged by fmther negotiation. 

Yourssincerely 

Peter Abrahams 
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March 29, 1999 

Mr. Frank Pike, 
Faber & Faber Ltd 
3 Queen Square 
London WClN 3AU 
England 

Dear Mr. Pike, 

E-mail: coyaba@cwjamaica.com 

Coyaba 
P.O.Box20 
Red Hills 
St. Andrew 

I am in the middle of a book, The Coyaba Chronicles: Reflections on the 
black experience in the 2<1" century. 

I hope to have it done toward the end of this years. 

My questions are: 1) Can we communicate by e-mail? 
If yes, what is your e-mail address. 

2) Can I let you have the text of my manuscript by floppy 
disk when it is ready? 
I~ would be easy, convenient and economical. 

If you prefer to have the usual printed ms I will do it that way. 

As you can see I am having ftm with the new technology - though it has 
its problems. 

Best regards 

Peter Abrahams 
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Faber and Faber limited 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCIN JAU 

Telephone 0 17 I 465 0045 
Fax01714650034 

http://wwwfaber.co.uk 

Ma/thew Evans 
John Bodley 

Patrick Curran 
Walter Donohue 

Valerie Eliot 
Toby Faber 

Julian loose 
Chris Mclaren 
Joanna Mackle 

Jon Riley 
Peter Simpson 

Registered office as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

26 March 1999 

Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
PO Box 20 
Red Hills 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

Thank you for your letter of 15 March. 1 have tried to reach you by phone but without 
success. 

1 understand your concerns and we are prepared to cancel the negotiations if that is 
your wish. However, 1 just wanted to clarify a few issues first. 

If we cannot agree to these terms. Herbe11 Martin wi ll use another story to fi t 
Ellington's music, which would seem a shame as I think the association with a Duke 
Ellington musical would be beneficial to your book. 

Apparently the terms proposed are standard for the author of a work on which a 
musical is based because of the large investment which has to go into producing a 
stage musical. It is a similar outlay to a feature film. 

You are concerned about the merger of rights. I wanted to clarify that the merger and 
Herbert Martin's control of the rights would be onl y in respect of the newly created 
muscial stage production. Herbert Martin would have no control over any rights in 
the novel itself and you would still be free to sell film, tv or stage dramatizations of 
the book in a non-musical capacity. You would receive a share of any income from 
sales of rights in the stage production. 

lt would be useful to discuss the matter fu11her with you over the telephone. I will try 
and call you again or. if you were able to give me a quick call (0171 465 753 1). I 
could then telephone you straight back so that Faber picks up the phone bill. The time 
difference obviously makes matters more complicated. I wi ll only be in the office for 
two days next week - Tuesday 6th and Wednesday 7th April because of Easter and 
a book fair. Herbe11 Martin has an absolute deadline of 15 April 1999 so I am afraid 
we do need to make a final decision fairly quickly. 

I v r_)f much look forward to hearing from you. 

best wishes 

Amabel Gee 

UWI L
IBRARIES



fj-1 Subject: RE: Coyaba Chronicles • 
Coyaha_Lette i:sl.ln k Date: Tue, 24 Aug 1999 10:12:17 +-0100 

From: Frank Pike <frank.pike@faber.co.uk> 
To: "'coyaba@cwjamaica.com"' <coyaba@cwjamaica.com> 

Dear Mr Abrahams, 

I did indeed receive your disk on the 16th, and my pc maintains I e-mailed 
you the same day. The fact you seem not to have got that message may have 
something to do with our recent system up-grade, so I'd be grateful if you'd 
confum if you get this message! 

I have made two copies of your text, which I hope will help reduce the time 
you have to wait for a considered response, but I fear it will be longer 
than you'd like. 

With all good wishes 

Frank Pike 

> -----Original Message---
> From: coyaba@cwjamaica.com [SMTP:coyaba@cwjamaica.com] 
> Sent: 24 August 1999 00:25 
> To: frank.pike@faber.co.uk 
> Subject: Coyaba Chronicles 
> 
> Dear Mr. Pike 
> 
> Have you received the disc? 
> 
> Peter Abrahams 
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Subject: Coyaba Chronicles 
Date: Wed, I Sep 1999 11 :12:42 +oI00 
From: Frank Pike <frank.pike@faber.co.uk> 
To: 'Peter Abrahams' <coyaba@cwjamaica.com> 

Dear Mr Abrahams, 

I don't have anything in particular to report, but I wanted to say that to 
me not the least of the attractions of the personal tone of your text is its 
evocation of the social ambiance of the fifties and its reminder of Peter du 
Sautoy, my first boss and the main reason why we are having this 
correspondence. Those were the days when you decided to publish a book and 
then worked out how to sell it~ now it's virtually the other way round! So 
now I have to persuade others to read your book and am not doing too badly 
so far - but it is time-consuming. Now I've read it myself I share your 
impatience - though that counts for less than we'd like. 

With all good wishes, 

Frank Pike 
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Subject: 
Re: The Coyaba Chronicles 

Date: 
Thu, 28 Oct 1999 09:00:07 -0400 

From: 
peter abrahams <coyaba@cwjamaica.com> 

To: 
Frank Pike <frank.pike@faber.co.uk> 

References: 
I 

Dear Mr. Pike. 

Many thanks for your laying out of the the problems and possibilities for 
the 
Coyaba Chronicles. Publishing seems indeed to have changed since I began my 
association with Faber. I would, of course, prefer to have Faber as my 
publishers of first resort. The next best thing is to have Faber arrange 
whatever the new process is to be. So the question is: Is Faber still my 
publisher of first choice whatever the detailed arrangements? If the answer 
IS 

yes then I will leave everything in your hands to proceed as you think best. 
I 
would like, for instance, to have the basic contract to be with Faber, with 
Faber dealing with Ian Randle, David Philip and anybody else. This is part 
sentiment and old habit and part unwillingness to get involved in the 
business 
side of publishing. My mind is already into some new writing projects and I 
do 
not want the distraction of dealing with the business side. If this is what 
IS 

implicit in your latest communication then I am happy to leave things in 
your 
hands. Please let me know if we are in agreement on this point. 
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Subject: 
RE: Coyaba Chronicles 

Date: 
Tue, 12 Oct 1999 11:10:16 +ol00 

From: 
Frank Pike <frank.pike@faber.co.uk> 

To: 
"'coyaba@cwjamaica.com'" <coyaba@cwjamaica.com> 

Dear Mr Abrahams, 

The Frankfurt Book Fair starts tomorrow and, although I won't be there 
myself, discussions will be taking place there during the week which should 
allow progress to made. As a very significant proportion of the readership 
for the Chronicles is outside the UK (Jamaica and South Africa being the 
most obvious examples) it's desirable to talk to the people on the ground. 

I'll be in touch as soon as I have news; thank you for your continued 
patience. 

With all good wishes, 

Frank Pike 

> -----Original Message-----
> From: coyaba@cwjamaica.com [SMTP:coyaba@cwjamaica.com] 
> Sent: 17 September 1999 21 :49 
> To: Frank Pike 
> Subject: Re: Coyaba Chronicles 
> 
> Dear Mr. Pike 
> 
> Today I stumbled on your message of August 16 telling me you 
had received 
> the 
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Subject: 
The Coyaba Chronicles 

Date: 
Thu, 28 Oct 1999 10:50:04 +-0100 

From: 
Frank Pike <frank.pike@faber.co.uk> 

To: 
'Peter Abrahams' <coyaba@cwjamaica.com> 

Dear Mr Abrahams, 

Thank you once again for your patience. The main reason I have kept you 
waiting ( as I have hinted) is that The Coyaba Chronicles presented me with a 
publishing dilemma which got if anything more acute the better I understood 
the book's merits. 

That understanding owes much to others I have consulted. It was immediately 
obvious (again as I think I hinted) that a very important segment of the 
potential audience for the book was outside the UK- specifically Jamaica 
and South Africa for a start. Your account of Jamaican domestic politics 
over the last three decades or so has an impressive personal authority 
simply on first reading: I have discovered since, that for a Jamaican 
reader it also has an urgency that is to a degree at odds with the 
timetables of current metropolitan publishing. I now appreciate better your 
own sense of urgency - Jamaican readers need this book as soon as possible! 
This not to say there are not readers in the UK, South Africa and elsewhere 
who won't value the book simply on its merits: the sheer quality of the 
writing and the element of personal testimony which gives to it its 
authority. 

Among those I consulted is Ian Randle, whose name and reputation I assume 
you are familiar with, and he is enthusiastic about your book , which he 
sees as important and timely. He feels strongly that production should 
begin as soon as reasonably possible. Rather than delay further, I should 
like to propose that he originates the book, with the arrangement of 
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editions or sale of copies in other territories to follow, rather than 
attempt to 'edit' it to make it equally attractive to its various 
readerships. Bridget lmpey of David Philip is interested but has still to 
make a commitment, and I'm reasonably confident it should be possible to 
find someone in the States to take it (you may have your own ideas). As I 
think I mentioned, our schedules are nowadays run in such a way that I think 
it highly unlikely we could get it out in less that eighteen months from 
now. I have grudgingly to admit that it may be in the book's best interests 
to find another UK publisher who can move more quickly. The door is not yet 
shut, however - though it could be. 

The foregoing will no doubt come ~ a surprise and to a degree I'm surprised 
( and not a little sad) to find myself suggesting it. However it is the 
result of much anxious thought and discussion, drawing on the advice of 
well-disposed and and well-informed publishing colleagues who hold you and 
your work in admiration and respect. Do please give it sympathetic 
consideration. If you agree I will immediately put you in touch with Ian 
Randle. 

With all good wishes, 

Frank Pike 

I'm sending a copy of this message by regular mail 
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. Subject: Coyaba Chronicles 
Date: Tue, 23 Nov 1999 11 :39:27 -0000 
From: Frank Pike <frank.pike@faber.co.uk> 
To: 'Peter Abrahams' <coyaba@cwjamaica.com> 

Dear Mr Abrahams, 

Although I haven't heard back from South Africa (where I've just sent a 
reminder), it seems to me the ball should be set rolling as far as 
publication in Jamaica is concerned. As Jamaica and South Africa are the 
most significant markets for your book I think it important that you 
receive if at all possible a full home royalty on sales in those territories 
rather than a share of export 'price received' . I have now had a formal 
offer from a Jamaican publisher: as you may have guessed, Ian Randle. He is 
keen to publish next autumn, and is proposing a royalty of 12.5% on a 
hardback and 100/o on a paperback sold in the Jamaica and the Caribbean 
against an advance of $US3000, payable one third on signature and the rest 
on publication. As it stands this offer is for world rights; at least for 
the moment I would prefer his exclusive contractual territory to cover the 
Caribbean and the Americas only: I think I should be in a position to offer 
a South African publisher at least the whole of Africa and possibly other 
parts of the Commonwealth as exclusive territory. 

Ian Randle has sent me a draft contract which I still have to check 
carefully through. I could send you a copy now but it might be better to 
wait until I have a document I can recommend you to sign. I'm flattered you 
should ask°me to act for you but a trifle nervous of the responsibility. 
Fortunately I have good friends in publishing who know your work to whom,I 
can turn for advice now we no longer have in-house contracts department ( otr 
a du Sautoy). 

Let me know what you feel about the foregoing. 

With all good wishes, 

Frank Pike 
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Subject: 
Re: Coyaba Chronicles 

Date: 
Fri, 26 Nov 1999 09:05:34 -0500 

From: 
peter abrahams <coyaba@cwjamaicacom> 

To: 
Frank Pike <frank.pike@faber.co.uk> 

References: 
I 

Dear Mr. Pike 

Thanks for your latest. 
I am not clear on one key point. You are negotiating for publication with 
others 
outside the U.K. 
but what about publication within Britain? You will remember I asked on 
October 
28th whether Faber itself will be my publishers of first choice. Your 
reference 
to no in-house contracts is worrying. 
Has Faber itself ceased publishing? Or is it that you do not want to 

• published 
this particular book? Please clarify this point for me as soon as possible. 

Best regards 

Peter Abrahams 

Frank Pike wrote: 

> 
> 
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May 20, 1998 

Ms. Amabel Gee 
Faber & Faber Ltd 
3 Queen Square 
London WClN 3AU 

Dear Ms. Gee 

I refer to your letter of May 12 
re MINE BOY. 

Your records will show that when I 
left John Farquharson Fabers agreed 
to act as my literary agents and we 
agreed on the terms. So it is not a 
matter of taking over rights. 

Please deal with Mr. Handman in this 
context. 

Your sincerely 

Peter Abrahams 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London IVCJN JA U 

Telephone 0 17 1 465 0045 
Fax 01714650034 

hllp://wwwjabeuo. uk 

Matthew Evans 
lohtt Bodley 

Patrick Curran 
Walter Donohue 

Valerie Eliot 
Toby Faber 

Tom Kelleher 
Julian Loose 

Chris Mclaren 
Joanna Mackle 

Jon Riley 
Peter Simpson 

Registered office as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

12 May 1998 

Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
PO Box 20 
Red Hills 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Peter, 

MINE BOY 

We have received an enquiry from Stanley Handman on behalf of Herb 
Martin, regarding the possibility of acquiring dramatic-musical stage rights in 
M1NE BOY. Faber's original contract with you did not grant us these rights 
but I understand we took over various rights after you left John Farquharson. 
Would you be happy for Faber to negotiate the sale of these rights or would 
you rather I referred Mr.Handman direct to you? I do not yet have many 
details about their proposal as I wanted first to clarify the rights situation. 

I very much look forward to hearing from you. 

With best wishes 

Amabel Gee 
Head of Rights 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCIN JAU 

Telephone 0 171 465 0045 
Fax 0 171 465 0034 

http://wwwjaber.co.uk 

Matthew Evans 
John Bodley 

Patrick Curran 
Walter Donohue 

Valerie Eliot 
Toby Faber 

Julian Loose 
Chris McLaren 
Joanna Mackle 

Jon Riley 
Peter Simpson 

Registered office as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

I March 1999 

Mr Abraham 
Coyaba 
P.O.Box 20 
Red Hill s 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr Abraham 

MINE BOY 

Further to our correspondence last May, our film/drama agent has now 
concluded negotiations with Herbert Martin for the stage musical rights in 
MINE BOY. 1 enclose four copies of the contract. Could you please sign all 
fo ur and initial the change in clause 20 as marked. Please return all four 
copies to me and I will have them countersigned by Herbert Martin. W e will 
the 

1
torward you a copy of the full y - executed contract. 

Amabel Gee 
Head of Rights 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCJNJAU 

Telephone 0 171 465 0045 
Fax0171465 0034 

Matthew Evans 
John Bodley 

Dennis Crutcher 
Patrick Curmn 

Giles de la Mare 
Valerie Eliot 

Toby Faber 
Tom Kelleher 
Julian loose 

Joanna Mackle 
Peter Simpson 

Registered office as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

29 April 1997 

Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
PO Box 20 
Red Hills 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Peter Abrahams, 

PA TH OF THUNDER 

I met last week with a South African film director who is extremely keen to 
option film rights to your novel PA TH OF THUNDER. His name is Darrell 
Roodt and previous credits include CRY FREEDOM. • 

He is keen to develop the script himself and has asked if we would consider 
a token signature advance in respect of a tiered option. This would probably 
mean something in the region of $500 for an initial term of one year which 
could then be stepped towards a standard percentage of any film deal. In the 
first instance he wants to be able to work on a script to put forward for finance. 

Frank Pike tells me that he thinks there has been film interest before now. I 
just wanted to check with you what your thoughts were on this and whether 
you would be interested to pursue. 

Do let.me know if you would like more information on his past credits. UWI L
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944-2580 

Ms Margaret Halton 
RigbtsDin,ctor 
Faber & Faber 
3 Queen Square 
London WCIN 3AU 

Dear Ms Halton 

"Coyaba" 
Red Hills P.O.Box 20 
St. Andrew. Jl75s°CI 
May28, 1997 

I know IOIIP!C6iag about llllRI Roodt's CRdits ., ~ is ao wd to fil ae in. 

IfP .... tllillt6ililaww6»t·k...,;.cttopn1m-plwe•1D•t r.d Iwald 
aw tlla ., .. Mr. Roodl .... Ille.._ • t d1 • ia ay .,_ A NIOHT OF 11Elll 
OWNwllicllisWJI)'_. __ • 1#1•11}' Nlft_1o .. aa· r caia P511• ay 
Solillt Africa ad its ea.ts to caae to .... will w olill aDlt cll eJ1 1a1 d l5il-eo-
be-laahecl pn,l,lr;m1 PCJI' ·121 • ,e. .._ Ml b'n tie Tnlll Ca • rira ,-. far 
IIIIIIY pmpk wllo wae pm oftlle toma pa • • nm PA1H OF 11IUNID. is, of 
COlll'le,a • ,-ad:,o 1r.,.,__Alld ._tllelialelMYCICCllofMr.RONl'lwmt 
I MMlld haft thougM dllt A NIOHT OF TIIEIR OWN would prow a cleal ._ 
dwlenging t'-n • silnple wl l'Illher ow-dllled illller-racial love say of WIiiy My ye111 

aao. In any cw , proceed a you 1hink. best, always, of coa'IC emwiaa Ille iaq.ity of 
1lle won, wl our best buneiHIS imrftsts. 

Yours sincerely 

Pea Abnlmns. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST INDIES 

CABLE AND TELEGRAPH 

"UNIVERS" 

PHONE : 92-71661 -9 

OUR REFERENCE 

January 14, 1997 

Faber & Faber Ltd. 
53 Shore Road 
Winchester MA 01890-2821 

Dear Sirs, 

Mona Campus 

Re: Permission to Reproduce Material 

MONA, KINGSTON 7 
JAMAICA 

The University of the West Indies Distance Education Centre is preparing to publish student 
learning materials for a course titled English for Academic Purposes, to be delivered by distance 
mode. 

The course writer wishes to include the material identified below, for which you hold copyright. 

Author: Peter Abrahams 

Title: "A Wreath for Udomo", 430 words appearing on pages 304 - 305 (copy attached) 

Year of Publication: 1965 

This is to request permission to reproduce the material. We plan to produce 200 copies of the 
manual, at first printing, based on anticipated student enrolment. 

Since we are a University Centre, funded by governments of the Caribbean region, and not a 
private organization, we hope you grant the permission as a courtesy. 

Please complete the permissions form below and return to us by fax: (809) 977-3494. 

Thank You. 

Yours truly, 

1~~~ 
Joanne Blake 
Editor 
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We, as owners of the reproduction rights, agree that the University of the West Indies, Distance 
Education Centre may reproduce the material stated above for the purposes given. 

We require no fee I We require a fee of ............... for these rights. 

(Delete as appropriate). 

Date ......................... 19 ........ . 

Signed ...... ............ ..... 19 ....... .. 

Please e-mail any questions to jblake@uwimona.edu.jm 
dtibby@uwimona.edu.jm 
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No. All about him, Everywhere. Drumbeats everywhere. Low and insistent, And as he listened, 
the drumbeats increased in tempo but not in volume. Then he recognised them. Talking drums; and 
they said: 

Udomo traitor Udomo die. 
And behind them were others whipping up feeling. 

Udomo traitor Udomo die. 
He flung the single sheet from his body and sat up. 
He swung his feet off the bed and reached for the bedside lamp. 
Udomo traitor Udomo die. 
A split second before he switched on the light he knew he was not alone. There were two 

men in the room with him; one at the window, one at the door. 
Udomo traitor Udomo die. 
He recognised them in the light. These two had guarded his house night after night for 

months. But now they were not dressed in party colours. They were naked, except for loin-cloths; 
and their faces and bodies were painted. 

Udomo traitor Udomo die. 
Udomo fought down a wave of terror. They had long knives in their hands. They 

watched him with glazed, unrecognising eyes. Nothing hostile about those eyes. Just glazed. 
Heads cocked, listening to the drums. Breathing attuned to the beat of the drums. 

Udomo traitor Undomo die. 
The drums were getting at him too. He shut his eyes and fought off their effects. The 

tempo of the drums increased, kept increasing. The man at the window began to shiver. His feet 
started a tattoo on the floor. The man at the door shut his eyes as though in a trance, swayed a little 
where he stood. The drumbeats went through Udomo. 

Udomo traitor Udomo die .... 

Udomo traitor Udomo die Udomo :raito:· Udomo die. 
Udomo's heart beat with the drums. He felt each thud all over his body till he did not know 

which was heartbeat, which drumbeat. 
"Stop this!" he roared; and now there was fear in his voice. 
The man at the window widened his circles, began to move about the room. The knife-hand 

of the man at the door moved quickly. Both men glistened with sweat. A hint of foam showed at 
the lips of the man at the door. 

"I'm Udomo! You know me! I freed you! I freed you! You hear me! Udomo! Your leader!" 
But they did not hear, seemed dead to the voice that had stirred them to tears and action in 

the past. They heard only the drums. And the drums now seemed everywhere: inside the room, 
under the floor, above the roof, everywhere-inside their hearts. Inside even Udomo's heart. 

Udomo die Udomo die Udomo die. 
(Peter Abrahams, A Wreath for Udomo, 304-305) UWI L
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Lucy Vickery 
Permi~sions Controller 
Faber i: Feber v' 
3 Queen Street 
London WCJJ )AU 
Engl and 

Dear Ms Vickery 

~ Your letter dRted/4ugu :i(,.iust arrived 
yesterday. / ..4 

~ ( _...---: r':', 

Will you please deal with(:'-:• _>erkiley. 
Febers handles my work worldwide. 

You may wish to check whet£er the Faber 
edition of A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN is still 
in print a s I think Dr. >erkley mAy only 
know of the American edition which wa s 
PU8lished by ~opf many years ago. 

Yours sincer ely 
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Faber and Faber L imited 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCJN JA U 

Telephone0/71465 0045 
Fax 0171465 0034 

Matt/1ew Evans 
John Bodley 

Dennis Cmtcher 
Patnck Curran 

Gdes de la Mare 
Valene Eliot 

TE Faber 
Tom Kelleher 

Robert McCrum 
Joanna Mackle 

Peter Simpson 

Registered effice as above 
Registered ziz England 

number 944703 

31 August 1995 

Peter Abrahams 
'Coyaba' 
Red Hills, PO Box 20 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 
West Indies 

Dear Peter Abrahams, 

A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN 

We have received the attached request from Constance E Berkley who 
would like permission to make three photocopies of the above book for 
use on her Africana Studies seminar. 

As the request comes from the U.S., I was not sure that it came under 
Faber jurisdiction. You may like to deal with Doctor Berkeley direct on 
this but I have kept a copy of the request and if you would prefer us to 
handle it on your behalf do let me know. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

Lucy Vickery 
Permissions Controller 
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Remittance 
Advice 

Dare 

RFmittrmre 110. 0 3 0 2 3 8 
Dare 26-10-94 
Pate 1 
Paymerhod C 

Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills 
PO Box 20 St Andrew 
Jamaica **BANK** 
Wl 

Desrriptio11 

31-10-94 ROY STATEMENT 
FF00004/02 

Our nferet1ff Your ref ermre 

019708 

Faber and Faber Limited 

Distribution & Accounts 
Bttnzt Mill, Elizabeth Way 
Harlow, Essex CM20 2HX 
Telephone 0279 417134 

Head offices 
Faber and Faber Limited 
3 Queen Square 
London WCJN 3AU 
Telephone 071 465 0045 
Telex 299633, Faber G 
Telegrams Fabbof London WCI 
VAT registration no. GB 572 9170 23 

Amo1111t 

116.00 
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Hearl Offices Royalty/Fee Statement 
Faber and Faber Ltd. 
3 Queen Square 

Royalty No. 019708 
VAT Point 31-0CT-94 

London WC 1 N 3A U 
Telephone 071 465 0045 
Facsimile 071 465 0054 Royalty Period 0l-SEP-94 To 30-SEP-94 

VAT registration 110. CB 572 9170 23 
Payff Peter Abrahams Author 

Coyaba Publisher 

Red Hills 
PO Box 20 St Andrew VAT Reg. No. 
Jamaica **BANK** Author No. 
Wl Payee Ale 

?escription Quantity Price/Value 

~F00004/02 Mine Boy/Heinemann Internation 
idditional Earnings 
~nglish Language Rights Royalties from Heinemann 
?7 home 699 export sales for period end 30.6.94 

3alance Due Carried forward to Remittance advice 

Rate 

Peter Abrahams 

030238 
030238 

Your Share 

90.00 % 

Any corrt'spondmcf 011 this statfmfnt should bf sent to: 

Total 

116. 00 

£ 116 . 00 

VAT 
TAX 

X 

Royalty Control In~ Fobf!' 011rl Fabn· ltd. VAT shown 011 this invoiff 
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Faber and Faber L1imted 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCIN JAU 

Telepl1011e 071 465 0045 
Fax 071 465 0034 

Matthew Evans 
John Bodley 

Dermis Cmtcher 
Patnck Curran 

G1les de la Mare 
Valene Eb'ot 

TE Faber 
Tom Kelleher 

Robert McCmm 
Joanna Mackle 

Peter Simpson 

Reg,stered eflice as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

20 July 1994 

Peter Abrahams 
"Coyaba" 
Red Hills P.O. Box 20 
st Andrew 
Jamaica 
West Indies 

De ar Peter Abrahams, 

I have shown to my colleague, Giles de la Mare, the 
letter and form about renewal of us copyright in 
This Island. Now, sent to you by Curtis Brown, New 
York. Since 1992, we have stopped renewing US 
copyright formally in titles where 'we control the 
rights since the additional benefits of the new 
system seem relatively slight in most cases. Even if 
you don't formally renew, your copyright is now 
automatically protected for another forty-seven 
years, and you can formally renew at any time if 
that seems desirable. This might be the case if 
there were any sub-leases outstanding, but my 
understanding of our correspondence of 1984 is that 
everything had reverted to you from Knopf . 

I hope this helpful. If you have any doubts don't 
hesitate to let me know. 

With all good wishes, 
yours sincerely, 

~~1 c~ 

Frank Pike 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Distribution & Accounts 

Burnt Mill, Elizabeth Way, 
Harlow, Essex CM20 2HX 

Telephone 0279 417134 
Facsimile 0279 417366 

Matthew Evam 
Tom Pasteur 
John Bodley 

De,mis Crutcher 
Giles de la Mare 

Valerie Eliot 
T.E. Faber 

Tom Kelleher 
JoanM Mackle 

Suzanne McDadd 
Robert McCmm 

Peter Simpson 
Patrick Curran 
Brigid Macleod 

Registered Office 
3 Queer, Square 

London WCIN 3AU 
Telephone 071 465 0045 
Telex 299633, Faber C 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

16th September 1993 

Our Ref: AW/PC 

Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills PO B 20 
st Andrew 
Jamaica WI 

Dear Mr Abrahams, 

In reply to your letter dated 6/9/93 please 
accept our apologies for sending your 
Italian royalties via Curtis Brown. our 
records have been amended accordingly. We 
will include the adjustment from 80% to 90% 
in your next payment and would also 
apologise for this error. 

We would also confirm that we have checked 
the 1980 correspondence and have made sure 
our records are correct in passing on 90% of 
these rights. 

Once again please accept our apologies for 
any inconvenience you have been caused. 

Yours sincerely 

Alan Winwrigh 
Royalty Controller 
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xxxxxxxxxx 
094~- 2580 

Mr . Al nn winwright, 1ioynlty Con-n-oller 
FPber & f aber Di stri bution & Accounts 
Burn t Mill , :;:;1izabe l n Va y 
Harlow, Es s ex C'M20 2HX 
En ~l N1d 

Do8r Nir . 'Hinwrig~t 

September 6 9 ~9~3 

l nr ve JU.:lt r eceive d :fr om Cur n s Bro wn fl chequ e f or ct582o 53 Pccompani ' 
by a l''Pber r oyalty sta tement o1l proceeds f r om the I t a lian publishers 
Edi zioni Lavoro wnich , a cco1 ding t o e Curtis Br own nota tion, ~a s pai d 
to them in error . Thi ~ i , <lAte d Au gust 27, 1993. 'hi s suggests tna t 
1,11ere i s s or11 e confusi on a buu t t he Curtis Brown c onnecti on whi ch n eeds ~ 
c.1e2r i n g upo Curtis rov.--n h r d n o thing to do wi th t h is pAr ticular ma ttl 
ln Jul y o f 1986 P l on g nf t 8r I ha d ceAsed using Cur t is Brown- John l4"arquh­
son a s rr,y li t era r y agen ts, .~Prio Bertin o f Levoro wro t e me a ski n g for 
pern,i s sion t o bri11g out an Italian e<li tion of TELL FREEDO . I pnssed u·• 
l e tter on t o ?hiss udi th Fi enn e s at l!'Ab er Pn d she wor k ed)!,:(; out t he 
contra c t. J o w11y is Cur t is Brown n ow u s e d a s e c on duit for paymen t on ,.j, 

dua l t h ey h f! d n o t hing t o do with? '.L'h e deta j ls and t he c opy of t ue con trf! c 
s nou~d be on f ile at your London offic e. So ,please, do not chRnnel my 

r oyalitie s t hr ough G~rtis Brown on an automa tic basis. I really want 
mi n i mR l r elati ons with them; anu only where ess entif! l. Perhi=ipsa li t tle 
bAckgr ound will be of use to you. 

I cea sed using John :Far quharson in MRy of 1980 a s my literary Rgent i:., : 
F8r quh f! r son ar e now Cur-tis .drowno ~.r . a ti;hew Evans h a s a copy of -!;hat 
l ett er, d~ ted ay 8, 1980 on h i ti file s. t h a t l e tter a lso s a id tha t f rom 
that dPte Faber would hru1ule F 11 literar y busine ss on my b eh a lf. So a ll 
contr2cts entere d into after Mny of 1980 h ave nothing to do with Cur t is 
Brown. In deep t here a r e v few con tr a cts wnich h r d b en h an dled by 
]'Ar quharson-Curtis Brown which h ave since expired Rnd new contrricts f or 
t he s ame work h Pd been har1 dle <l by the F?ber of fice. For instpnce the 
Ger man rights in MI NE BOY1 \,ILD CONQUEST, THE PATH OF TBUNDER1 an d 
TELL FREEDOM h ave a ll revert ed to me and in a contrAct da ted J pnua ry 
2 -.! th, 1990 , work e d out by Fab er, t h e f irst of t hese title s ill be 
r -Jpublished b ? Alexan der Verlag and the others will f ollow. So Cur t i s 
:arown will h :::-vc no i :: ~erest in even t '1e se early works which t11ey h ad 
handled origina lly. So , pl ePse, tree t t he e P.1·nin e;s of et=i ch work on its 
me:tit nnd render unto Curtis .urown only t he t t ow ich t hey f! t e en titled 
and to Abrahan1s-Fa ber what i s t hei r due without Curtis Brown a s c onduit. 
Ma y I suggPst t hat whoever handles the details of t h is ma tter f cw i l i &r i sE 
thems e lve s with the contr~ct and c orre s pon dence fil e s at FPber• ~ London 
cffice. 

Fi n a l l y , i n the stoten1ent of Au gust 27 . , .... ,.. 
I note fl deduction of 20% t 0 J'TIA ,.,. rr 

.J11·. Ma t thew Evan s wr:, -1-
1 

a gency fef'l. T. \. 
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BROW 

--JO H N FARQUHARSON 

162- 168 Regent Street. London W I R 5TB 
Telephone: 07 1-872 033 1 Fa x: 07 1-872 0332 

VAT Reg. No. GB 238 6905 33 

i 

L 

MR PETER ABRAHAMS 
COYABA, RED HILLS P.O. 
ST • ANDl:.:EWS 
JAMAICA , WEST INDIES 

.. 

7 This Advice Note should be retained 
for VAT and income tax purposes. 

ADVICE NOTE 
2729~3 
27,~l.J(3(;;·~ 

It is a lso our invoice for commission and VAT thereon. 

Your VAT No. 

CURTIS F.ll"WWN 

_J shows below details of the amount due from 

FABER ~ FABER YOUR SHARE ITAL.IAN TRt1NUI...ATION ROYS 
"TELL FREEDOM" PAID TO US IN ERROR 

C urrency 

Exchange rate to £ I 

Gross earn ings 

VAT received 

Sub-agent's commission 

VAT on sub-agent's commission 

Foreign Tax 

CONTF~A 

VAT rate 

Code () 1. () 1. 

Local Currency 

Deductions 

Our commission 

VAT on our commission 

Total deductions 

Sterling Sterling 

Deductions 

~-:;t:}2 • !;:;:;--

~=;a:.:~.~:;:; .... ~=:;a~.~. ~:;~5 ... 

Net amount due to you ~;t1:;?. . ~s:.1 

Net amount charged 

to your account with us 
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HeadOjfias Royalty/ Fee Statement · 
Faber and Faber Ltd. 
3 Queen Square 

Royalty No. 876499 
VAT Point 31-JUL-93 

London WC 1 N 3A U 
Telephone 071 465 0045 
Facsimile 071465 0054 Royalty Period 01-JUN-93 To 30-JUN-93 

VAT registration no. GB 572 9170 23 
Payer PETER ABRAHAMS 

C/0 CURTIS BROWN GROUP LTD 

Description Quantity 

FF11777/04 Tell Freedom/Edizioni Lavoro 
Additional Earnings 

Author 
Publisher 

VAT Reg.No. 
Author No. 
Payre Ale 

Price/Value Rote 

Translation Rights Royalties from Edizioni 
Lavoro (Italian) for the period ending 31.12.92 

Balance Due Carried forward to Remittance advice 

PETER ABRAHAMS 

030003 
030003 

Your Share 

80.00 % 

A11y ron "l'spo11tlma' 0 11 thir statl'mr11t •·ho,,lr/ bt> st>11t ff/: 

Total 

582.53 

£ 582.53 
--------------------

VAT 
TAX 
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CURTIS BROWN 
162-168 Regent Street, London WlR 5TB Telephone: 071-872 0331 

VAT Reg. No: 238 6905 33 Fax: 071-872 0332 

MR PETER ABRAHAMS 
COYAB(-\t RED HILLS P.O. 
ST. ANDREWS 
JAMAICA, WEST INDIES 

Date Advice note 

27/08/93 27293 

For MR PETFR ABRAHAMS -
Amount Da te 

582.53 

REMITTANCE ADVICE 

053837 
27AUG93 

WE ENCLOSE 

Advice note Amount 

Total payable 582.53 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Distribution & Accounts 

Burnt Mill, Elizabeth Way, 
Harlow, Essex CM20 2HX 

Telephone 0279 417134 
Facsimile 0279 417366 

Matthew Evans 
Tom Pasteur 
John Bodley 

Dennis Crotcher 
Giles de la Mare 

Valerie Eliot 
T. E. Faber 

Tom Kelleher 
Joanna Mackle 

Suzanne McDadd 
Robert McCrom 

Peter Simpson 
Patrick Curran 
Brigid Macleod 

Registered Office 
3 Queen Sq110re 

London WCI N 3A U 
Telephone 071 465 0045 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Registered in England 
number 944703 

2nd August 1993 

Our Ref: AW/PC 

Mr Peter Abrahams C.D. 
Coyaba 
P.O. Box 20 Red Hills 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr Abrahams, 

In reply to your letter dated 19. 7 . 93, I 
have checked with Curtis Brown regarding 
details of the payment of £661.42 and 
discovered that this was no one total 
payment but several payments. 

I have enclosed copies of the statements for 
these payments and they were included in the 
payment of £6934.96, which we sent to you in 
1992. However, these particular royalties 
should have been paid via your agent, hence 
they are trying to claim back their 
commission. If this does not meet with your 
approval, please let me know and I will take 
the matter up with Curtis Brown. 

Please accept our apologies for any 
inconvenience this may be causing you. 

Yours sincerely 

Alan Winwrigll 
Royalty Controller 
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CoyPba 
P . O.Box 20 , Red Hills 
St. Andrew 

J uly 15, 1993. 
,s Sonur a Sljivic 

Per mi bsion s Con t r oller 
},\ ber & Faber 
London 

1hRmk you f or your letter of June JO. 

I h ve no objection ; o your ae r eein g tc 
fiewin d Producti ons adap ting -frhis I s l Pnd Now 
f or br oRdc Ast on BBC RRdi o 4 pr ovided : 

a) No rights t ~ futurE film or r a dio 
pr a auc tion e l ~e" here tu t ~~rticularly 
in Africa Are comprowi s ed; 

the 
b) t ha t / bpsic integrity of the t ext And 

s~irit of th e nove l arc r e spected. 

Your s sinc P.re ly 

Pe Ler J\ br3118DS 
UWI L

IBRARIES



Faber and Faber Limited 
Publishers 

3 Queen Squan? 
London WCJN 3AU 

Telephone 071465 0045 
Telex 299633, FaberG 

Telegrams 
Cables Fabbaf London WCJ 

Fax 071 465 0034 

Matthew Evans 
John Bodley 

Dennis Crutcher 
Patnck Curran 

Giles de la Man? 
Valene Eliot 

TE Faber 
Tom Kelleher 

Robert McCrum 
Susanne McDadd 

Joanna Mackle 
Bn'gid Macleod 

Tom Pasteur 
Peter Simpson 

Registered qffice as above 
Registen?d in England 

number 944703 

30 June 1993 

Peter Abrahams 
"Coyaba" 
Red Hills, PO Box 20 
St Andrew, Jamaica 
West Indies 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

We have received a request from Rewind Productions for permission 
to abridge This Island Now for dramatisation on BBC Radio 4. 

Rewind Productions were established in 1989 and are apparently the 
largest and most prolific independent supplying the BBC. They have 
produced various comedy, music and drama programmes including: 

Comedy Showcase (8-part series where celebrities read their favourite 
pieces of humorous prose) 
The Billy Bunter Stories (the Goodies reading extracts) 
Walking on Sunshine (6-part series on Caribbean music presented by 
Eddy Grant) 
Mission Investigates (award-winning 12-part drama about Ed Mission, 
the world's worst private detective) 

And they would like to adapt This Island Now for broadcast in early 
1994. Is this something you would like us to agree to? BBC fees for 
radio dramatisation are currently at £8.31 per min. 

Yours sincerely 

Sandra Sljivic 
Permissions Controller 
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A. Winwright 
Royalty Controller 
Faber & Faber Ltd 
Di s tribution & Acooun~s 
:Burnt Mill, Elisabeth Way 
Barlow. Essex CM20 2ax 

Deer Mr. Winwright, 

1he attached, which cerae by rf!gistered 
po dt, should obviously have been addre ssed 
to you, not t o me. 

Will you ple 8.se take it from her a. 

Yours sincerely 

Pe ~;er Abra nen: s UWI L
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Ms Sandra SlJivic 
_ermissions Controller 
Faber & Faber Ltd 
3 Queen Square 
London WCl JAU 
England 

Dear I/J s SlJi vie 

11han~h you f er your letter of J~nuary, which 
was T ong time in reaching here. 

~y posititon on South Africa remAins basically 
t he s ame as it has al weys been, even before the 
worldwide imposition of s anctions; which is 
th~ t i do not wish any of my work to be 
reprinted in South Africa Wltil Apartheid ga s 
been abolished in all its manifestattions. 

This, clearly, ha s not yet happened despite 
the graduAl lifting of s pnctions. 

Yours sincerely 

Pe ter Abraham s UWI L
IBRARIES
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. . 
• ... 

Faber and Faber Lz'mzied 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square, 
London WCIN JAU 

Telephone 071465 0045 
Telex 299633, FaberG 

Telegrams 
Fabbef London WCI 

Fax 071 465 0034 

Matthew Evans 
John Bodley 

Dennis Crutcher 
Patrick Curran 

Giles de la Mare 
Valene Eliot 

TE Faber 
Robert McCrom 
Joanna Mackle 
Bn"gtd Macleod 

Tom Pasteur 
Peter Simpson 

Registered effice as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

9 January 1992 

Peter Abrahams 
"Coyaba" 
Red Hills, PO Box 20 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 
West Indies 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

It is now some time since Joy Hill left Faber and Faber and the 
stream of requests to reproduce copyright material is endless! 

I did notice recently among notes that Mavis Pindard, Joy's 
predecessor, had left, reference to your wish that your work should not 
be reprinted in full or in extract form in South Africa while sanctions 
are in operation. 

In view of the gradual lifting of sanctions at the present time I would 
be most grateful if you could clarify what position you wish us to take 
now with regard to requests to quote from your works. I have a 
particular request in mind. A post-graduate student at the University 
of Durban-Westville is compiling an anthology of extracts from South 
African autobiographical writings and wishes to include an extract 
from TELL FREEDOM. 

I enclose a copy of the letter and will be happy to follow your 
guidance on this matter. 

Yours sincerely · 

Sandra Sljivic 
Permissions Controller 
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The Chairperson 
Th e Edit o rial Board 
Fab e r and F abei-
3 Queen Squar e 
Londo n WC lN 3AU 

Dear Madam/ Sir, 

Department of English 
University of Durban-Westville 
Private Bag X 54001 

Durban 4000 
South Africa 
19 November 1991 

I am at present engaged in research for my doctoral dissertation 
into South African autobiographical writing published in the last 
four decades . In addition to this, I am in the process of 
compiling an anthology of extracts from s u c h autobiographical texts 
fo r publication purposes. It seems to me that such writing has 
particular significance at present; over the last forty years it 
has acquired a cent ra 1 it y which current 1 y makes it even more 
important -- I believe -- than fiction. I am interested in the 
complexity of political, cultural and discursive practices which 
have given the South African autobiography th is rather unusua 1 
status. But I am keen, too, to encourage this popularity, for it 
seems to me that there is much to be learned from the life 
experiences of a diversity of South Africans. At th is cruc ia 1 
hi star ica 1 moment of negotiation and reconstruct ion, the 
autobiography - - with its insights into personal truths -- can be 
a f ac i 1 i ta tor. Furthermore, it is unique as a genre which does 
much to empower those whose voices and identities were denied by 
apartheid. 

South African autobiographical writing spans a great variety of 
te xtual appr('uches and appeals to a wide readership, from the 
finely- wr ought intellectually ~ophisticated text to the text which 
is aimed at thos e acquiring literacy s kills; from the .deeply 
serio u s to the humorous; involving child r en, women and men from all 
c las ses and races. I believe that an anthol o gy of representing the 
r ange of South African autobiog raphical writing would be of 
interest to a popular readership (in and out of South Africa) as 
well and that it would also be useful as a teaching text. 
Moreover, I feel sure that an anthology of passages from a range of 
autobiographical texts would provide a stimulus to readers to 
explore many of the original texts, texts which might hitherto have 
b e en unknown to them. 

I plan to arrange extracts in chronological order (viz., in terms 
of the period under discussion in the passage). I am drawing up a 
preliminary list of texts for inclusion. The list is still rather 
tentative; tt is probably over long at present. However, in order 
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to finalise a selection of texts for inclusion, I need the 
permission of copyright holders. I thus ask your permission, as 
copyright holders, to use (if circumstances permit) in this 
anthology extracts from the following autobiographical te xts 
published by yourselves: 

S.G. Millin: The Night is Long; 
P. Abrahams: Tell Freedom; - '-
8. 8reytenbach: A Season in ~~-adise; 
8. 8reytenbach: The True Con~essions ot ~n Albino Ter~or i st . - ---

By the way, could you be so kind as to l ~ t mt:c- kriow of ar,y others by 
South Africans which you may have published? I would be most happy 
to discuss this further if you have any queries. 

Yours fait~fully 

J~Coullie <Ms> 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Distribu1io11 & Accozmls 

Bumt Jl1il/, Flizabeth Way, 
Harlow, Essex C/1120 2HX 

Telephone0279 417134 

Jl1atthew Fvans 
Tom Pasteur 
John Bodley 

Dennis Crotcher 
Giles de la Jl1are 

TE. Faber 
Joanna Jl1ack/e 

Robe11 Jl1cCrom 
Peter Simpson 

Patrirk Curran 
Brigid Jl1acleod 

Registered Office 
J Queen Square 

London WCI N 3AU 
Telephone071465 0045 
Telex 299 633, Faber C 
· Registered in England 

number 944703 

9th January 1992 

Ref: AW/EH. 

Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
PO Box 20 Red Hills 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr Abrahams, 

In reply to your letter dated 4 .1 2.91 and your FAX 
11.12.91, please find enclosed your royalty statements . 
The amount of £6934.96 has been sent direct to your bank 
National Commercial Bank Ltd, A/C 306000152 . 

I trust that this is now in order. 

Yours sincerely 

A. ~ 
Royalty Controller 
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Ms Ros Edwards, Head of Rights 
Faber & Faber Ltd 
3 Queen Square 
London WClN AU3 
Engl and 

Dear Ms Edwards 

Re: The View From Coyaba 

PETER 8c DAPHNE AB~ 

COYABA 

P. O. BOX 20, ftEQ Hl&J;a 
ST. ANDREW, JAMAi~ 
TEL. 0944-288Q 

November 28, 1,,1 

/\ ' 8 Thank you for your letter of Novetmber 
yesterday. \ 

which reached me only 

I am not a t all f amiliar with the financia l detai ls of contract~ 
making in the books-into-films business so I shBll need a great 
deal of advice and guidance from Faber. 

For instance are the OPTION, SBT--UP ~ONUS, PURCHASE PRICE and . 
CREDIT proposals as set out in your letter the standard ones for 
such arrangements? 

I am not excited about tying up any piece of work of mine for 
twelve months for the amount mentioned. And I am curious about 
OPTION fees and SET-UP ~ONUS being trea ted a s literary advances 
deductible from future earnings. Is this how it really goes? 

And is the PURCHASE PRICE with its miniscule 2½% royalty 
standard for this sort of deal? 

I am intere•ted in answers to the above in order to comment 
intelligently and give you a reaction one way or the other. 

~ut perhaps most important of all is the integrity of my book 
in translation into film. I would need firm assurances about this. 
And lfwould be helpful to know who ~ill Wa llace is and who the 
prop~ sed ■creenwriter is end what he/or they have done as some sort 
of mea sure of what to look forward to. 

I have seen some excellent films made from books; I have also 
seen some appalling ones, hence my concern t o be ~s clear as 
po s sible from the outset. 

Yours sincerely 

Peter Abrahams 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square, 
London WCJNJAU 

Telephone 0714650045 
Telex 299633, FaberG 

Telegrams 
Fabbef London WCI 

Fax 071465 0034 

Matthew Evans 
John Bodley 

Dennis Crotcher 
Patrick Curran 

Giles de la Mare 
ValeneElzot 

TE Faber 
Robert McCrom 
Joanna Mackle 
Bn'gid Macleod 

Tom Pasteur 
Peter Simpson 

Registered qffice as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

8 November 1991 

Peter Abrahams 
"Coyoba" 
Red Hills P O Box 20 
St Andrew 
JAMAICA 
West Indies 

Dear Peter Abrahams 

Re: THE VIEW FROM COYOBA 

I have received an offer for television and film rights in your book, as 
follows: 

1 OPTION: $750 for an initial option period of 12 months, 
commencing upon execution of a more formal agreement; extendable 
for an additional consecutive 12 months by the payment of an additional 
$750 prior to the expiration of the initial option period. 

2 SET-UP BONUS: Upon the book being placed into development or 
production with a major or mini-major studio, as those terms are 
customarily understood in the entertainment industry, Mr Abrahams 
would receive a set-up bonus of $5,000; and, should the book be placed 
into development at a non-major or mini-major studio, a set-up bonus 
of $2,500. 

3 PURCHASE PRICE: Should a motion picture or television 
production based upon the book be produced, then, by not later than 
the commencement of principal photography of such production, Mr 
Abrahams would receive $50,000 and 2-1/2% of 100% of the Picture's 
net profits if the production is a feature motion picture; or $25,000 and 
2-1/2% of 100% of the Picture's net profits if the production is a 
television/cable production; in either event, less monies previously paid. 

4 CREDIT: Mr Abrahams would receive a single card main title 
credit, the same size as the credit received by the screenwriter, and all 
paid advertisements received by the screenwriter. 

5 MISCELLANEOUS: As is customary, sequels and remakes would 
be at 50/33-1/3, and television royalties to be negotiated in good faith. 
All other matters subject to good faith negotiation. 
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I would be most grateful if you could let me have your comments as 
soon as possible. The offer is being made by Basil Wallace via the 
Gersh Agency in Beverly Hills, California. 

Yours sincerely 

Ros Edwards 
Head of Rights 
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Rem ittance 
Advice 

Dalf 

Rr111i11a11a! /IO. 

Datr 

PaKr 
Pay method 

03 02 38 
3 1- 10-91 

1 
EJ 

PETER ABR AHAMS 
C OYABA 
RED HILLS 
PO BO X 20 ST ANDRE 
JA MAICA 
W1 

Dfsrriptio" 

30-09- 91 RO Y STAT EMENT 
Ff11777/12 

011rnfrrf'/Jre 

6 7265 5 

Faber and Faber Limited 

Distribution & Accounts 
Burnt Mill, Eliz.abeth Way, 
Hadow, Essex CM20 2HX 
Telephone0279 417134 

Head of/ires 
Faber and Faber Ltd. 
FoberMusir U d. 
3 Queen Square 
London WCIN 3AU 
1elephone 071 465 0045 
'J elex 299633, Faber C 
Telegrams Fobbof London WCI 

}'our 1efere11rr /\111ou111 

Rt'lllilla11re total 

409 . 2 1 

409 . 2 1 
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Payee 

)escriptio11 

Head offices 
l•aber and Faber Ltd. 
1'aber Music Ltd. 
3 Queen Square 
umdon WCIN3AU 
1elephone 0714650045 
Telex 299633, Faber C 
Facsimile 071 465 0034 

Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba. 
Red Hills 
P O Box 20 St Andrews 
Jamaica 

Royalty No. 
VAT Point 
Royalty Period 

Author 
Publisher 

VA T Reg. No. 
Author No. 
Payee Air 

Quantity Pria:/Volue Rote 

FFl 1777 /12 TELL FREEDCM/MUNIXJ NEGRO 
Mditional Earnings 
Translation Rights Advance on Signature from 
Mimdo Negro (Spain) 

Balance due carriJ .forward to remittance advice 

Any C01Tespo11denre on this statement to be sent to: 

Royalty Statement 

672655 
30.11.91 
01.10.91 to 31.10.91 

Peter Abrahams 

030003 
030238 

409.21 

409.21 

VAT 
TAX 
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Payee 

)escription 

Head offices 
Faber and Faber Ltd. 
Faber Music Ltd. 
J Queen Square 
London WCI N JAU 
Telephone 071465 0045 
Telex 299633, Faber G 
Facsirmle 071 465 0034 

' : -\ ...., 

Quantity 

Royalty No. 
VAT Point 
Royalty Period 

Author 
Publisher 

VA T Reg. No. 
Author No. 
Payee Ale 

Price/lfolue Rote 

Y/ L It. .. "11\ 1 !N T _R AT ION 

Pt_;1 I SJ.f .. A ~ UGH" RJY _TLS fROM H ...... _ AL 
".., 1""1E 1 ~o~r .i L.s ~31{ r-~Rroo .s . 6 . , 1 

ALA"CE OU H .. FJR RD TJ R.: ITTA CE A JlC,. 

Any correspondence on this statement to be sent to: 

Royalty Statement 

)/ct 77 
- CT- .1 1 

1-S P- ?1 f 3 - ~ ~- 1 

3.J 3 
30"3.3 

_ A1AIS 

VAT 
Y )UR S ~A T A TAX 

1 75. X 

1 75 . 6 
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Remittance 
Advice 

Datt' 

Re111i11rmcr 110. 

Dote 

Prtgf' 

Pay method 

p - - - q ' 9 .., AHI\M , 
c, v ,~ \ 
I"' -'°' H":L ~ 

P "11 '(-, 
J' ·1·- r:~1 
14 > 

Descriptio11 

~-9..., R1 Y ,..T - -: ~,c!H 
Fr -1i 4 / 2 

011r refere11re 

6 L.. 77 '.2,6 

Faber and Faber Limited 

Distribution & Acrozmts 
Bumt Mi/I, Elizabeth Way, 
Hadow, Fssex CM20 2HX 
Telephone0279 417134 

Head offices 
Faber and Faber Lid. 
raber Musir Ltd. 
3 Queen Square 
London WCIN JAU 
Telephone 071 465 0045 
Telex 299633, Faber C 
Telegrams Fabbaf London WCI 

Yo11r refere11re A111011111 

Re111i11tmre total 

17 5."'6 

17 6 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square, 
London WCIN JAU 

Telephone 071 465 0045 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbef London WCI 

Fax 071 4 65 0034 

Matthew Evans 
John Bodley 

Dennis Crutcher 
Patrick CuTTan 

Giles de la Mare 
Valene Eliot 

T E Faber 
Robert McCrum 
Joanna Mackle 
Bngzd Macleod 

Tom Pasteur 
Peter Simpson 

Registered effice as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

• 17 September 1991 

Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
PO Box 20, Red Hills 
st Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Peter Abrahams 

Thank you very much for your letter of 19 August 
about the Herbert Martin business. 

I don't give up easily and I thought it was 
worthwhile trying even though the whole thing 
looked frQught with problems . 

Please don't apologise. It was a pleasure to deal 
on your behalf and I just hoped that we might pull 
something out of the hat but I'm afraid this time 
it was "no". Thank you all the same for all your 
help and advice which I was very grateful to have. 

Just to add that I shall be leaving Fabers at the 
end of the month having resigned but I have asked 
my Assistant, Sandra ~lj i vic, to make a mental note 
about this. In future Giles de la Mare will be the 
overall Director responsible for the Permissions 
Department and if you have any problems you should 
write to him. 

It has been a p l easure d6aling with you and may 1 
send you all my good wishes. 

Yours sincerely 

V\_A-.. 

Joy Hill 
Permissions Manager 
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Miss Joy Hill 
Permissions Manager 
Faber & FAber Ltd 
3 Queen Sq~are 
London WClN JAU 

Dear Miss Hill, 

August 19, 1991 

I am sorry the Herbert Martin business 
turned out to be such a waste of time all 
round. 

Whe:n I read his letter I assumed you would 
forget about it - which is what I did. 
If you feel you must write him tell him we 
ere not interested. 

I am sorry you had to spend so much time on 
this metter. To evoid this in future please 
~ssume that I will go along with any straight 
busine ss decision you make OE my behalf. 

Very occasionelly someth;8g special comes 
a long where I would agree/concessiona l 
permi ssion. This is certa inly not one such. 

Yours sincerely 

Peter Abrahams. 
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Faber and Faber Lz'rmted 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square, 
London WCIN JAU 

Telephone 071465 0045 
Telex 299633, FaberG 

Telegrams 
Fabbef London WCI 

Fax 071465 0034 

Matthew Evans 
John Bodley 

Dennis Crutcher 
Pa tnck Cutran 

Gtles de la Mare 
Valene EHot 

TE Faber 
Robert McCrum 
Joanna Mackle 
Bn'g,d Macleod 

Tom Pasteur 
Peter Simpson 

Registered office as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

May 30, 1991 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
PO Box 20, Red Hills 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

TELL FREEDOM 

I understand from Megan Larkin, who is at present on holiday, that 
you requested a copy of the contract for the Spanish language edition 
of the above. Please find enclosed a copy of the fully executed contract 
with Mundo Negro-Misioneros Combonianos. 

With best wishes 

Yours sincerely 

Christine Jotischky 
Contracts Co-ordinator 
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Faber and Faber Limz'ted 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square, 
London WCJN 3AU 

Telephone 071 465 0045 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbef London WCI 

Fax 071 4 65 0034 

Matthew Evans 
John Bodley 

Dennis Crutcher 
Patrz"ck Cu1ran 

Gz7es de la Mare 
Valene Eliot 

TE Faber 
Robert McCrum 
Joanna Mackle 
Bn'gid Macleod 

Tom Pasteur 
Peter Simpson 

Registered office as above 
Registered zn England 

number 944703 

22 March 1991 

Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
P.O.Box 20, Red Hills 
St Andrew, JAMAICA 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

Re: TELL FREEDOM 

I am delighted to inform you that we have sold 
Spanish language rights in your book to MUNDO NEGRO­
MISIONEROS COMBONIANOS, Madrid. They will pay an 
advance of US$ 1,000 against royalties of 8 % to 
2,000 copies sold and 9% thereafter. This deal was 
negotiated through our exclusive agents in Spain who 
will take 10% commission before passing the monie s 
on to Faber, to be split according to the terms of 
your contract with Faber. 

I am enclosing a copy of the contract with MUNDO 
NEGRO for your files. We will pass on your 
complimentary copies of this Spanish edition as soon 
as we receive them. 

With best regards UWI L
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:i.r. :iia ~thew ~ans 
??.ber ± ?aber Ltd 
3 ~een Sauare 
~on don ·,:,:. d. lN AU3 
Zngland 

Dear !hr. Evans 

i., ,I 
;Jarc 14 , 199"' 

Sorry to bother you but I do not know how 
elae to get this matter moving. 

Last November an American producer of plays 
with whom I had dealt some thirty-odd ~ears 
ago about the m~g of a musical based 
on MINE .iOY and wnich Duke Ellington wrote 
some 20-25 songs,A· telephoned me. A summary 
of that telephone call is in a letter I 
wrote Frank Pike on December 4, 1,,0, 
after Mr.Martin ( the producer) had phoned 
again to say he had written but received 
no reaponsej from Frank Pike. 

On .December 21st Ros Edwards, .lead of Bights 
sent me a note to say she would be writing 
Mr. Martin. Mr. Martin telephoned me agaiD 
yesterday to say he had received a similar 
note fro■ Bos Edwards - and nothin& since. 

Pie is understandably :frustrated and anxious 
to get on with the job but is unable to go 
to likely backers as he has no commitment. 

I am sending him a simple note saying 
"proceed subject to working out oontrac,Ual 
details with Faber and Faber, my publishers 
who are also my agents". This is not as 
satisfactory as a clearcut agreement. 

Could you please 'light a little fire' for me? 

~cerely, 

~~~~ 
Peter Abrnnams 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square, 
London WCJN JAU 

Telephone 071465 0045 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbaf London WCI 

Fax 071 465 0034 

Matthew Evans 
John Bodley 

Dennis Crotcher 
Patrick Curran 

Gtles de la Mare 
f/aleneEHot 

TE Faber 
Robert McCrom 
Joanna Mackle 
Bn'gtd Macleod 

Tom Pasteur 
Peter Simpson 

Registered qffice as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

21 December 1990 

Peter Abrahams 
Cpyaba 
PO Box 20 
Red Hills 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

I am writing t o acknowledge your letter of 4 December 
to Mr Frank Pike and to apologise that Mr Martin has 
not yet heard from Faber with regard to MINE BOY. I 
am afraid that there was some confusion this end, but 
that a letter will be airmail expressed to him during 
the week of 8 January. I will write separately to 
Mr Martin to reassure him tha t the matter is in hand. 

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerel y 

Ros Edwards 
Head of Rights 
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Decereber 4, 1,,0 

Mr. Frank Pike 
Faber & FPber Ltd 
3 Queen Square 
London WClN AU3 
Engl and 

Dear Mr. Pike 

About a month ago I received a telephone call fr om_ the U.S. 
from a Mr. Herb :Martin, a producer of plays, with whom I ha d 

had dealings some thrirty-o dd years ago by way of Curtis Brown. 

They had t aken an option to do a musical on MINE BOY with the 
music composed by Duke Ellington. Ellington wrote some 29-25 songs 

for the play and I remember approving t ne draft of their version 
of the propo sed play at the time. We agreed on a rea sonable 
retainer ~nd the sharing of all e~rnings on a percentage basis 
a dn a time-frame within which the play had to be put on; if it 
wa s not s taged within tha t t.ime frame the agreement would lapse 
and all my rights would revert. The producing partnership then 
consisted of Herb Mar tin and a man named Manos (whose first name 
now eludes me). They paid the retainigg fee regul arly and 
consi stently. At the end of the option period they still had not 
mobilised the money to stage a Eroadway production so the ma tter 
l apsed. 

i\hen MPrtin telephoned me a month ago it wa s to a sk for permission 
to revive the effort. Manos was not to be a part of the production 
this time; he' s the older and now retired; but he joined the 

~•i t elephone conversation to as sure me tha t his rights en d interests 
had been properly transferred to Martin. 

I told Mar tin to write you as Faber now represen ted my intere st~. 
I assumed he would give something of this background history. So 
I was surprised when he telephoned ae this past weekend to say he 

ha d ha d no response fr om you though he had written within three days of 
our telephone conversion about e month ago. 

I ga ther they are now in process of r a ising the money end time is 
importent. They ar e anxious for a firm arrangement so will you 

pl ea se answer Herb Martin a s soon a s you can. 

I would like to give them another chPnce to put on the ~lay. I 
he Ard some of t he Ellington mus ic a t tha t time and I liked it. 
The play would of course hAve to be a re P. sonably true reflection 
of the s tory of the novel. His a ddress is; 

Herb 1tar til'l 
1410 York Avenue {Apt 3,) 
New York, N.Y.10021 
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Mi s s ~avis E. Pindard 
Permissions Manager 
F?.ber & F?.ber Ltd. 
3 Queen Square 
Lon don W. C. l 

Dear Mi ~s PindArd 

ri:ondP y August 6, 1990 

We are into our annual Independence celebra tions 
so things like the postal system tend t o come to 
a halt for the best part of t he week; so I hope 
you will get this before you leave office. I 

hope, too, tha t your retirement is wha t you w~nt and 
tha t you will do all the fruitful and interesting 
t hings t ho se who are young in heart en d mind do 
when t hey give u p r outine chores. In the beautiful 
expresuion of our local Rastafarians "may you have 
peace and love" in your retirement. 

Br anch did indeed telephone to a ssure me t hat he 
had no cl a i ms on UDOMO an d tha t no s trings were attached 

to hi s request. I told him you were in charge and 
would decide and I would go along with your 
defision. So nothing hAs changed there. 

In light of your letter my inclina tion is t o go 
a l ong with your first option and say no. All t hings 
considered I do not think it is worth our while 
hAvmng t hese rights tie d up in any way f or ev en 
t wice t he amount offered. 

My position on South Af rica stands until Apartheid 
is truly dislliantled. 

Again best wishes i n your retirement. 

Yours s incerely 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Pubh"shers 

3 Queen Squan:, 
London WCIN JAU 

Telephone 071 465 0045 
Telex 299633,FaberG 

Telegrams 
Fabbef London WCI 

Fax 071 465 0034 

Matthew Evans 
John Bodley 

Dennis Crotcher 
Partick Curran 

Giles de la Man: 
Valene Eh"ot 

T E Faber 
Robert McCrom 
Joanna Mackle 
Bng/d Macleod 

Tom Pasteur 
Peter Simpson 

Regirten:d qffice as above 
Regi'.sten:d in England 

number 944703 

25 July 1990 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O. 
ST ANDREW 
Jamaica 

Dear Peter Abrahams 

A WREATH FOR UDOMO: the play by William B Branch 

I gather from the recent communication from William Branch that 
you have heard from him direct about the inclusion of script in his 
anthology of plays which he is editing for Indiana University Press and 
I enclose a copy of his letter. There are, it seems to me, two 
alternatives. The first is to continue to say no since it will be very 
difficulty to control performing rights from this side of the Atlantic 
and I can't imagine that you would really want to do this yourself. 
There is the problem of having these rights tied up especially if we 
have someone interested in taking out an option on the film and 
dramatic rights. I have talked to Frank Pike about all of this because 
I wondered if he remembered anything more about William Branch's 
work but I am afraid we cannot say with any certainty that it was a 
first-class dramatisation. Certainly it was obviously not performed 
professionally for any length of time. 

The other course of action is to agree to include the play in this 
anthology but to suggest that it be on sale for a period of no more 
than three years. There is, however, the problem of the sum of 
money involved. It really does disturb me that you are only being 
offered $100 and I would like to suggest that we insist on $200 if the 
material is to be used in this anthology. May I have your views on 
this. 

I myself am retiring from Fabers in mid-August and I should like to 
be able to come to a decision on this before passing over the work to 
my successor. I hope to hear from you soon. 

.../ ... 
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Yours sincerely 

Mavis Pindard 
Permissions Manager 

PS: Do you want us to continue to refuse to have your work 
reprinted in South Africa until all sanctions are lifted? I just 
want to be able to instruct Joy Hill who is taking over from me. 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square, 
London WCJNJAU 

Telephone 01 465 0045 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
FabbafLondon WCJ 

Fax OJ 465 0034 

Matthew Evans 
John Bodley 

Dennis Crutcher 
Patndl Cu,mn 

G1les de la Mare 
TE Faber 

Robert McCrum 
Joanna Mackle 
Bngjd Macleod 

Tom Pasteur 
Peter Simpson 

WtllSulkin 

Registered qffice as alxwe 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

23 March 1990 

Mr William B Branch 
Africana Studies & Research Centre 
Cornell University 
310 Triphammer Road 
Ithaca 
New York 14850-2599 
USA 

Dear Professor Branch 

ANTHOLOGY OF PLAYS BY BLACK PLAYWR I GHTS - to be published 
by Indiana University Press 

I enclose a copy of a letter I have just received from 
Peter Abrahams following my query about the dramatisation 
of the story of "A Wreath for Udomo". 

Since it seems there is no contract in existence for your 
play, it would seem that we would have to ask you to come 
to some entirely new arrangement if we were to allow you 
to go ahead with the printing of this material. It 
appears that you may have made an arrangement with the 
London literary agency, Curtis Brown, way back in 1961, 
but there does not seem to be any reference to it in Peter 
Abrahams own files. 

As you are concerned yourself with theatre and dramatic 
literature, I am sure that you will understand Peter 
Abrahams' reluctance to tie up the dramatic rights because 
there is very considerable interest in all of his novels 
today, especially with regard to film and television 
adaptation . If your play is published in this anthology, 
one would suppose that students and local groups would 
want to perform it. This would cause considerable 
problems if we were to give rights to a film producer 
who would expect to have a warranty that no other dramatic 
versions existed . We could not obviously do this if we 
agreed to your proposal . And we could not control the 
rights on behalf of Peter Abrahams with any surety . 

We therefore feel that we must ask you to eliminate this 
play from your anthology. I am sorry that I have to 
disappoint you but you will know that I have tried on a 
number of occasions to warn you of the difficulty. 

Yours sincerely 

Mavis Pindard 
Permissions Manager cc. Peter Abrahams 
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~ iss Kavi s E. Pin dard 
FAber ~ Faber ltd . , 
3 ~ueen Street 
London WCl N 3AU 

De ar Mi s s Pindar d , 

COYAB~ ...., ~ 
P. o. BOX 20, ~EO Ru::z::a '} 
ST. AND~EW, JAMAIQI ,i 
TEL 0944-2560 

!,,a rc h l4, l990 

Sorry about taking so long to answer your 
query concerning William Br anch and his 
play based on A WREATH ?OR _UDOMO. My best 
recollection is that the arrangemen t made 
wi t h Bill Br anch by Cur t i s Brown, who then 
acted for me, lapsed a very long time ago 
as Branch was unab.le t o get his play staged . 

I have been t hrough my contracts file and 
there is n othing to suggest any renewal 
(or, indeed, any record)of any agreement "' 
or renewal of agre ement. So any arrangement ·· 
you ~ay wish to enter woumd be something 
wholely new . 

My one point of concern is not to enter 
into any arrangementwhich may tie up the 
dreniatic rights in UDOMO so ·that some 
African dreri,a tis t o-f fi lm- maker coming up 
l2 ter may find ac c ess to the material 
e~her impossible or ver y costly in terms 
of having to buy out someone else's claim 
on any aspect of the rights. So, subject 
to this caveat, please use your own judge-
ment. ~ 
Thank you so much for Sekoto catalogue 
which revived old forgotten memories. 

Best regards. 
Your s sincerely 

~ <fs;J~~c _...,,.,., 

• 
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!lr. Rn·oert McCrW!! 
Faber & f a ber Ltd 
3 Queen Square 
Lon don W.C.l N 3AU 

1e Pr Rober ·~ Mc Crum , 

~ Arch 14, 1990 

'.l.'he r eleAse of N- 1.son l\'11=m de l a Pnd the 
unfo l ding of e ve n t s in Sou t h ilf .cica 
suggests thet t h is ~i gh t be R very good 
t i me t o r e-i .~sue A HI GHT C•F l'Hl~I R O,.N o 

1 hope Fa ber s Agl'ee. 

Lo you remember our J i scuosin5 this 
pnr t ic·u,l ar nove l bPck in 1984 when you 
wer e h ere on your br ief vi s i t t o J rur. s i c a ? 

Pc st r e.5Fir ds . 

~'5 i nc , r ely 

? e te:r- Abr0h rrr s 
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I , 
•• • 

Mi ss Ma vi s E. Pindar d 
Fnber ~ Faber ltd., 
3 Queen Street 
Lon don WCl N 3AU 

Ve ar Mi ~s Pindar ct , 

r.iarcn 14, 1990 

Sor ry Rbout t Aki ng ~o long to An~~er your 
query concern j_ng Will i er.i BrP-nch , n d hi s 
pl Ay be Be c1 on A I/IRE TH FOR UDOMO. Dt y be s t 
recoll.ec t ion i s t hRt t h e err r,n g err.en t n,Pde 
wi t n :Bill J3r r n ch by Curti t:l Br own , who t hen 
ac ted f or me, l epse d a very l ong t i me ago 
r:;3 r3rnnch wP.s un r-i blc t o ge t h i d p l Ay stnged 

I hav e been t :.trough my c on t r F!c ·cs fil e and 
there is no t hing t o sug1?e s t any rene ,a l 
(or, indeed , a:ny recor d; of Rny Agr e emen t 
or r enewal of agreement. So any Prrangemen t 
you may wish to enter wouilid be s o e thing 
wnolely- new . 

r y one point of concern i s n ot t o en t er 
in t o any arrongemen t which n.ay tie up t he 
dr e.me.tic rights in UDOMO so t bi:-i t some 
.A fr·ican d.r•m11a t i a t of fi lm- wP ker e arrin g up 
h i t e r rne;.1 find a cce ss to the mater i e l 
e iher im possible or very costl y in t er1.us 
of .rrnving i;o buy out s or:: e on e e lse ' s claim 
on a ny aspect of the right~ . So, sub ject 
to thi s c nve~t , plee ae use your own j udge­
r1en t. 
Th r.n k you so rhuc}-1 f or Seka to ca t a l ogue 
which r;;vive d old forg o t ten 111 emories. 

Best regar d s . 
Yours sincerely 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCIN JAU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, FaberG 

Telegrams 
FabbafLondon WCI 

Fax 01 278 3817 

Matthew Evans 
John Bodley 

Martin Cowell 
Dennir Cmtcher 
Giles de la Mare 

TE Faber 
Rosemary Goad 
Joanna Mackle 

Roberl Mt.Crom 
Peter Simpson 

Will Sulluiz 

Registered qffice as alxme 
Registered in England 

number944703 

26 January 1990 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
'Coyaba' 
Red Hills PO 
ST ANDREW 
Jamaica 
W Indies 

Dear Peter Abrahams 

You will remember that I was in correspondence 
last year with Lesley Spiro at the Johannesburg 
Art Gallery about the use of the poem " To Grace 
])l ieu" in the catalogue of the exhibition of 
the work of Gerard Sekoto . I have now 
received a copy of the catalogue from Johannes ­
burg and this comes to you herewith - you will 
see that the poem is on Page 14 and this will 
remind you of some of your early work . 

I have one new permission query for you. I 
understand that way back in 1961 William B 
Branch, who is now Professor of Theatre, 
Dramatic Literature and Communications at 
Cornell University, wrote a play based on 
A WREATH FOR UDOMO . Professor Branch asks for 
permission to include his own play in an anthol ­
ogy which he is preparing himself for publication 
by Indiana University Press in the USA, and says 
that the permissions budget is small and that he 
is only able to offer $200 per play to playwrights. 
Professor Branch goes on to say that in an agree ­
ment with you it was decided that all monetary 
considerations should be divided equally and he is 
therefore offering a fee of just $100 for the 
inclusion of this piece in this new anthology of 
plays by black playrights . We, of course, have no 
record of the earlier transaction and before 
agreeing to this, I would like to have your assent. 

May I hear from you. 

With all good wishes. 

Yours sincerely 

~~.L~ 
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CITY OF .,JOHA~NESBURG 

IJ 

JOHANNESBURG ART GALLERY 
P.O. Box 23561 • Joubert Park • 2044 

LS/jw 
10 / 147 

25 September 1989 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
c/o Ms Mavis Pindard 
Permissions Manager 
Faber and Faber Ltd 
3 Queen Square 
London 
WClN 3AU England 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

Tel. 725-3180 

I 

Thank you very much for allowing me to reproduce your poem e ntitled To Grace 
Dieu in the exhibition catalogue for the Gerard Sekoto exhibition to be held 
at the Johannesburg Art Gallery . I was delighted that you consented because 
I believe that its inclusion will add an important dimension to my discussion 
of Grace Dieu. I have enclosed a photocopy of the poem which I located in 
the Arc hives of the Church of the Province of Southern Africa, h.oused at the 
University of the Witwatersrand . 

When the catalogue is published I will send you a complimentary copy. 

Best wishes 

Yours sincerely 

LESLEY SPIRO (Ms) 
PROFESSIONAL OFFICER 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Pubh:Shers 

Publicity Department 

3 Queen Square 
London WCJN JAU 

Telephone 01278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Press Release 

.. special publication ... special publication ... 

VACLAV HAVEL 
or LWING IN TRUTH 

Edited by Jan Vladislav 

Publication Date: 18 December 1989 

Price: £4.99 

Vaclav Havel is Czechoslovakia's leading playwright. For years he has been a 
victim of state repression. 

Now, as the leading spokesman of Civic Forum, he has become the international 
voice of a country undergoing extraordinary political change. He has been 
described as 'the uncrowned King of Prague' (The Times). 

VACLAV HAVEL or LWING IN TRUTH brings together Havel's most 
important political writings for the first time. It also presents a number of essays 
by his friends, colleagues and admirers in Europe and the United States. 

LWING IN TRUTH is a witness to Havel's struggle as a writer, and the essential 
testament to his beliefs. 

'This is an indispensable text ... So long as there are human personae of 
Vaclav Havel's moral stature and urgent humanity, as long as such men or 
women can put their message in a bottle and smuggle it out to sea, the thugs 
and the hucksters, East or West, must live in doubt. This is only a small 
victory; yet it is also a tremendous one. What it does is to make of tomorrow 
a safeguard for truth and for remembrance.' 

George Steiner Sunday Times 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Publishers 

3 Queen Sqwre 
LondonWCINJAU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, FaberG 

Telegrams 
FabbafLondon WCI 

Fax 01 278 3817 

Matthew Evans 
John Bodley 

Martin C(JWell 
Dennis Crutcher 
Giles de la Mare 

TE Faber 
Rosemary Goad 
Joanna Mackle 

Robert McCrom 
Peter Simpson 

Wt7!Sulkin 

Registered efftce as above 
Registered 1r1 England 

number 944703 

. 12 October 1989 

Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hill PO 
At Andrew 
JAMAICA 
West Indies 

Dear Peter Abrahams 

Re: A WREATH FOR UDOMO 

I am pleased to enclose herewith three copies of the Romanian editon 
of the above, published by Editura Univers, Bucharest. 

I hope you will be happy with these copies. 

With best regards 

Megan Larkin 
Rights Assistant 
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Faber and Faber Limr"ted 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WC!NJAU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
FabbafLondon U/CI "'fGv,~'-Xfd-i-.K~ttJ~ 

_w J ~L 'J,, ~;v:At- kL. ~ , &J-t 

~~1Jr' 

A~cJ. 
~ 
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wer and Faber Limited 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square, 
London WCJN 3AU 

Telephrme 01 465 0045 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbaf Londrm WCI 

Fax 01 465 0034 

Matthew Evans 
John Bodley 

Dennis Crotcher 
Patrick Cu1Ttln 

Gzles de la Mare 
TE Faber 

Robert McCrom 
Joanna Mackle 
Bn"gid Macleod 

Tom Pasteur 
Peter Siinpsrm 

WtllSulkin 

egistered office as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

23 March 1990 

Mr William B Branch 
Africana Studies & Research Centre 
Cornell University 
3 10 Triphammer Road 
Ithaca 
New York 14 850 - 2599 
USA 

Dear Professor Branch 

ANTHOLOGY OF PLAYS BY BLACK PLAYWRIGHTS - to be p ubli shed 
by Indiana University Press 

I enclose a copy of a letter I hav~ just received fr om 
Peter Abrahams followin g my query about the dramatisation 
of the s ·.tory of "A Wreath for Udomo". 

Since it seems there is no contract in existence for your 
play, it would seem that we would have to ask you to come 
to some entirely new arrangement if we were to allow you 
to go ah·ead with the printing of this material. It 
appears that you may have made an arrangement with the 
London liter a ry agency, Curtis Brown, way back in 1 96 1, 
but~here doe s n ot see m to be any reference to it in Peter 
Abr~ams own files. 

As you fare concerned yourself with theatre and dramatic 
literature, I am sure that you will understand Peter 
Abraham s :' reluctance to tie up the dramatic rights because 
there is very considerable interest in all of his novels 
today, especially with regard to film and television 
adaptation. If your play is published in this anthology, 
one would suppose that students and local g roups would 
want to perform it. This would cause considerable 
problems if we were to give rights to a film producer 
who would expect to have a warranty that no other dramatic 
versions existed. We could not obviously d o this if we 
agreed to your proposal. And we could not control the 
ri g hts on behalf of Peter Abrahams with any surety. 

We therefore feel that we must ask you to eliminate t his 
play from your a ntholo g y. I am sorry that I h ave to 
disappoint y ou but you will know that I hav e tried on a 
number of occas i o n s to warn you of t h e difficulty. 

Yours sincerely 

l, 

., . . ' 

"< 
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Ms. J oy Hill 
Permis~ions ~i?nager 
Faber & FAber 
3 queen S uare 
Lon don WCl 

DeFir Ms Hill, 

September 14 , 1990 

Thank you f or your letter of August Jl. 

~ i ss Pin drrd and I di d in fee t dea l ~ith 
t he J ohannesburg Art Gallery ma tter . 

We agreed tha t t his was an excepti ona l 
c~se ~nd per mi Gsi on was grante d and they 
sen t me, through ~iss Pindard, a very fine 
ca t al ogue of the Gerard Sekoto repro spect-
ive. ~o Ln e decks ar e clear on this one. 

Yours sincerely 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Puh!t:rhers 

3 Queen Square, 
London WCiN JAU 

Telephone 071465 0045 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbaf London WCI 

Fax 071 465 0034 

Matthew Evans 
John Bodley 

Dennis Crotcher 
Patttck Curran 

Gtles de la Mare 
Valene Eliot 

TE Faber 
Robert McCrom 

.31 August 1990 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P 0 
St Andrew 
JAMAICA 
W Indies 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

May I introduce myself as the successor to Mavis Pindard 
who retired as Permissions Manager at Faber and Faber. 
I enclose a copy of Mavis' letter to you of 17 August 1989 
and the letter from Ms Spiro of 16 August 19 89. I 
cannot trace in the files,which I have inherited from 
Mavis,that you replied and therefore I hope you will 
forgive me for writing ~gain as I would like to clear 
the pending file and know whether you did repl y or if 
this letter never reached you, could you give me your 
thoughts on this. I am sorry to have to trouble you 
but I am sure you will understand that in a n~w job 
I want to clear the decks 

Joanna Mackle Yours sincerely 

Tom Pasteur J f __ 
Bn"grd Macleod ~ 

Peter Simpson ~ 

Registered effice as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

Joy Hill 
Permissions Manager 
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17 Augus t 1989 

~r ?etPr Abrahams 
Cov:?b:J. 
Re.ri :1dis P. O. 
St .:nd,·ew 
J /l '.~AICA 
;,J Indies 

Dear Mr ~brahams 

I rwve had some co:"responder:ce r ecently with '~::.ss Lesley Spi t·o 
of the JohanneshurP- Art Gallery because .sne wj s>:1e_s to use 2. 

poe")'] ent i.tJ.,3d "To Gt· 2.::e Di.eu '' it: ::i catalov.ue o r 311 ex!1ibition 
which tney h<;lve ir: ::ireparat ion . I ".iid 1;;, :· n he:· th2.t you arc 
not anxious for you, work to be reproduced in South /1frica 
today bu+:. she is obviously :.<een th-=t you should be consulted 
and I enclose a letter which she has faxed to ~e and which 
she wants me to send to you. 

M3.y I ask you to Jet me know i f you do rlecide that th.is is a 
spe:::lal ·:::ase ;:wd ~,t12.t ':.he poe!!: ::1a y be i.1:cluded . You may, 
i1:fact , wGnt to send your reply th"'ough !:!e i .n any case . 

All good wishes . 

Yours sincerely 

Mavis E Pindard 
Per missions Manag er 
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CITY pF JOHA NFSBURG 

JOHANNESBURG ART GALLERY 
P .O. Box 23561 : • Joubert Park • 2044 

LS/jw 
10/147 

16 August 1989 

Ms Mavis Pindarci 
Faber and Faber Ltd 
3 Queen Square. 
London • 
WClN 3AU Engl:and 

Dear Ms Pindard 

Tel. 725-3180 
f"A>< (on) 7a.':\ ,~oo'.!, 

• .:::>o~ A~v1c_~ 

Thank you for; your reply to my faxed letter. As you requested, I have written 
a letter to Peter Abrahams, care of · Faber and Faber (faxed herewith). · I would 
appreciate it ff you would forward it to him as soon as possible. 

' 
Thank you tor; your assistance. • 

Yours sincerely 

-(.,;1, -to ~ ''T° 
i 

LESLEY SPIRo;· (M~) 
PROFESSIONALj OFFICER 

UWI L
IBRARIES



cb 
Curtis Brown l.td. 

Mr . Pet er Abr ahams 
P . O. Box 20 
Red Mills 
St . Andr ews 
JAMAICA BWI 

Dear Mr . Abrahams: 

Ten Astor Place, New York, N.Y. 10003 (212) 473-5400 

May 22 , 1990 

This is to notify you that copyright in your work entit ~d 

NEW FACES FROM AFRICA 

which was published by Holiday in April 1962 

must be renewed, if you elect to renew it, not later t han 

December 31 , 1990 

For your convenience we are enclosing an application 
form which contains instructions. 

Cable: Browncurt 
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I 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING FORM RE 

SPACE I: RENEWAL CLAIM(S) 
• General Instructions: In order for th,~ ilpplication to result in .i valid re­
newal. space I mu,;t identify one or more of the p11rson~ who are entitled to re­
new the copyright under the statute. Give the full name and address of each 
claimant, with a statement of the basis of each claim, using the wording given in 
these instructions. 

• Persons Entitled to Rmeu,: 

A. The lollowing persons may claim renewal in all types of works except 
those enumerated in Paragraph B, below: 

l. The author, if living. State the claim as: the author. 
2. The widow, widower, and/or children of the author, if the author is not 

living. State the claim as: the widow (widower) of the author • , . , . . ...... . . 
(Name ol authot) 

and/or the child (children) of the deceased author .... ..... . .. . 
(Name ol authorJ 

3. The author's executor(s), if the author left a will and if there is no surviv­
ing widow, widower, or child. State the claim as: the executor(s) of the author 

(Name ol author) 

SPACE 2: WORK RENEWED 
• General Instructions: This space Is to identify the particular work being 
renewed. The information given here should agree with that appenring in the 
certificate of original registration. 

• ntle: Give the full title of the work, together with any subtitles or descriptive 
wording included with the title in the original registration. In the case of a musi· 
cal composition. give the specific instrumentation of the work. 

• Renewable Matter: Copyright in a new version of a previous work (such 
as an arrangement, translation, dramatization, compilation, or work republished 
with new matter) covers only the additions, changes. or other new material ap· 
pearing for the first time in-that version. If this work was a new version, state in 
general the new matter upon which copyright was claimed. 

SPACE 3: AUTHOR(S) 

• General Instructions: The copyright secured in a new version of a work is 
independent of any copyright protection in material published earlier. The only 
"authors" of a new version are those who contributed copyrightable matter to 
it. Thus, for renewal purposes, the person who wrote the original version on 

SPACE 4: FACTS OF ORIGINAL REGISTRATION 

• General Instructions: Each item in space 4 should agree with the infor­
mation appearing in the original registration for the work. If the work being re­
newed is a single contribution to a periodical or composite work thal was not 
separately registered. give information about the particular issue in which the 
contribution appeared. You may leave this space blank if you are completing 
space 5. 

• Original Registration Number: Give the full registration nu:nber, which 
is a series of numerical digits. preceded by one or more letters. The registration 

SPACE 5: GROUP RENEWALS 
• General Instructions: A single renewal registration can be made for a 
group of works if all of the following statutory conditions are met: ( 1) all of the 
works were written by the same author, who is named in space 3 and who is or 
was an individual (not an employer for h ire); (2) all of the works were first pub­
lished as contributions to periodicals (including newspapers) and were copy• 
righted on their first publication; (3) the renewal claimant or claimants, and the 
basis of claim or claims, as stated in space 1, is the same for all of the works; (4) 
the renewal application and fee are "received not more thnn 28 or less than 27 
years after the 31st day of December of the calend.ir year in which all of the 
works were first published": and (5) the renewal application identifies eilch 
work separately, including the periodical contnining it and the date of first pub­
lication. 

4. Th.- next of ku, of the author. if the author ldt no will and if there is ) 
surv,viny wid~w. widower, or child. State the claim as: the next of lqn of 1

1 

deceased 0111hor . . ......... there being no will. 
(Name ot authof) 

B. In the case of the following four types of works, the proprietor (owner 
the copyright at the time of renewal registration) may claim renewal: 

1. Posthumous work (a work as to which no copyright assignment 
other contract for exploitation has occurred during the author's lifetime). 512 

the claim as: proprietor of copyright in a posthumous work. 
2. Periodical, cyclopedic, or other composlte work. State the claim ; 

proprietor of copyright In a composite work. 
3. "Work copyrighted by a corporate body otherwise than as assignee 

licensee of the individual author." State the claim as: proprietor of copyright 
a work copyrighted by a corporate body otherwise than as assignee or licens. 
of the individual author. (This type of claim is considered appropriate 
relatively few cases.) 

4. Work copyrighted by an employer for whom such work was made I 
hire. State the claim as: proprietor of copyright In a work made for hire. 

• Contribution to Periodical, Serial, ar other Composite Wo, 
Separate renewal registration is possible for a \lo/Ork published as a contributi, 
to a periodical. serial, or other composite \lo/Ork, wh111her the contribution w 
copyrighted independently or as part of the larger work in •Nhicll- It appearc 
Each contribution published in a separate issue ordinarily requires a separc 
renewal registration. However. th<! new law provides an altemativ.-, permiW: 
groups of periodical contributions by the same individual author to be co, 
bincd under a single renewal application and fee in certain cases. 

If this renewal application covers a single contribution, give all of the , 
quested information in space 2. If you are seeking to renew a group of cont rib 
Hons, include ~ reference such as "See space 5" in space 2 and give the , 
quested informat:on about all of the contributions in space 5. 

which the new work is based cannot be regarded as an " author" of the new " ' 
sion. unless that person also contributed to the new matter. 

• Authors of Renewable Matter: Give the full names of all authors w l 
contributed copyrightable matter to this particular version of the work. 

number appears in the upper right hand corner of the certificate of registratior 

• Original Copyright Claimant: Give the name in which ownership of ti 
copyright was claimed in the original registration. 

• Date of Publication or Registration: Give only one date. If the origir. 
registration gave a publication date, it should be transcribed here; otherwise ti 
registration was for an unpublished work. and the date of registration should I 
given. 

Time Limits for Group Renewals: To be renewed as a group. all oft~ 
contributions must have been first published during the same calendar year. F, 
example. suppose six contributions by the same author were published on Ap 
1, 1960. July 1. 1960, November 1, 1960. February 1. 1961, July 1, 1961, ar 
March 1. 1962. The three 1960 copyrights can be combined and renewed 
any time during 1988, and the two 1961 copyrights can be renewed as a gro~ 
during 1989, but the 1962 copyright must be renewed by itself. in 1990. 

Identification nf Each Work: Give all of the requested information for eac 
contribution. The registration number should be that for the contribution itself 
it was sepdrately registered. and the registration number for the periodical issL 
i f it wasnol. 

SPACES 6, 7 AND 8: FEE, MAILING INSTRUCTIONS, AND CERTIFICATION 

• Deposit Account and Malling Instructions (Space 6): If you mamtil1n 
a Deposit Account in the Copyright Office, identify it in space 6. Otherwise, 
you will need to send the renewal registration fee of $h with your form. Th-, 
,p,,re hcad«tl "Coirespondenc<'" should contilill 1111' nam,• ,rncl ,1rlclrcss of 1lw 
person to bt• consulted if corrC'':,J)Onde11Cl' til>out th4! fo rn1 hl!COml'S nec\!5Sl.HV 

• Certification (S1>ace 7): The nmewal appliciltio.n is not acct?ptable uni.,, 

it bears the handwritten signature of t!,e renewal c(f,'imant or the duly au1ho1 
ized agent of the t('new,11 claimant. 
• Addreu /or n.,w,n of Certl/lcnte (S1,ace 8): Th,• address box must I 
com;:,let,•d l,·g1bl~•- su\Ce the certificate 1.1.•1 II 1,., returned in ,, w,nclow envelope. 
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0) 
Renewal 

Claimant(sl 

Work 
Renewed 

r 
1® 

Author(sl 

l 

I FORM RE 
UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT OFFICE 

REGISTRATION NUMBER 

I EFFECTIVE DATE OF R_ENEW~L REGISTRATION 

(MonthJ !Day) 1vear1 

DO NOT WRITE ABOVE THIS LINE. FOR COPYRIGHT OFFICE USE ONLY 

RENEWAL CLAIMANT(S). ADDRESS(ES). AND STATEMENT OF CLAIM: (See Instructions) 

l 

2 

Name . 

Address 

Claim ing as 

Name . 

Address .. . 

(Use appropriate statement from 1nstruct10ns) 

Claiming as . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . ... . .. . . . .. . . 
(Use aopropnate statement lrom instructt0ns) 

Nam.a . 

3 Address 

Clairniny as . . . . . . . . 
(Use appropnate s tr1tement trom 1nstruc t10ns) 

TITLE OF WORK IN WHICH RENEWAL IS CLAIMED: 

RENEWABLE MATTER: 

CONTRIBUTION TO PERIODICAL OR COMPOSITE WORK: 

If ,, periodical or other serial. give: Vo l. No. Issue Dare . . 

AUTHOR(S) OF RENEWABLE MATTER: 

r--- ----~--------------------- --- --- ------------ ------------ - ------ORIGINAL REGISTRATION NUMBER: ORIGINAL COPYRIGHT CLAIMANT: 

Fa cts o f 
Original 

Registration f--------------------._j_ _ _ ____ _________________________ ______ _ 
ORIGINAL DATE OF COPYRIGHT: 

• If the ony11MI r"g1s1ra11o n for th» work wd, 111<1d11111 pubbhed form. ~ 
!:JI V<' 

IJA IE 0 1· 1-'UHllt./\'I ION 
(M onth) (OayJ !Year, 

OR l 
• If the u ng,nal reyi,1ratton for 1h1s work was mdde ,n unpublished form 

y,ve 

DATE OF REGISTRATION 
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Miss Ma~is E. Pindard 
Faber & Faber Ltd. 

De ar Miss Pindard 

, . . 
Coyaba 
Red Hills S.O.~ox 2i 
St. Andrew 

J an1aica 

August 28, 1989 

MAny thanks for yours of August 17 

Do let Miss Spiro use the poem (which I do 
not even remember any more). I do think 
this is a 'special case'. Pleaae let me 
see a copy of the poem at your convenience, 
if that is pos ~ible. 

I wrote Miss Fiennes way back on March 27th 
but got no reply. Is she still at Fabers? ' 

Best regards 

Yours sincerely 

• 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WC!NJAU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, FaberG 

Telegrams 
FabbafLondon WCI 

Fax 01 278 3817 

Matthew Evans 
-John Bodky 

Martin C(!We/1 
Dennis Crntclzer 
Giles de la Mare 

TE Faber 
Rosemary Goad 
Joanna Mackle 

Robert MtCn,m 
Peter Simpson 

Wtll Sulkzi1 

Registered qffia? as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

17 August 1989 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O. 
St Andrew 
JAMAICA 
W Iladies 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

I have had some correspondence recently with Miss Lesley Spiro 
of the Johannesburg Art Gallery because she wishes to use a 
poem entitled "To Grace Dieu" in a catalogue of an exhibition 
which they have in preparation. I did warn her t hat you are 
not anxious for your work to be reproduced in South Africa 
today but s he is obviously keen that you should be consul t ed 
and I enclose a letter which she has faxed to me and which 
she wants me to send to you. 

May 1 ask you to let me know if you do decide t hat this is a 
special case and that the poem may be included. You may, 
infact, want t o send your reply through me in any case. 

All good wishes , 

Yours s incerely 

Mavis E Pindard 
Permiss ions Manager 
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AUG 16 '89 16: 29 JHB ART GALLERY 

CITY OF JOH NESBURG 

JOHANNESBURG ART GALLERY 
P.O. Box 23561 j • Joubert Park • 2044 

LS/jw 
10 / 147 

16 A•tgust 1989· 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
c/o Faber and : Faber Ltd 
3 Qu .. l:;qu~re 
Lor 
w gland 

D~ Jrahams 

032 P0 1 

fel. 725-3180 

I have been ;engaged in intensive research for an exhibition on the work of 
Gerard Sekoto/ to be held at the Johannesburg Art Gallery later this year. As 
you probably '. know, Sekoto attended Grace Dieu and so in the course of my re­
search, in order to establish a context for his work, I undertook some research 
on Grace Dieu. I discovered that ·much documentation concerning Grace Dieu was 
assembled by Father Woodfield and is now- housed in the Archiv es of the Church 
of the Province of Southern Africa at the University of the Witwatersrand. In 
these archives I found a great deal of information that throws light on the syl­
labi and educational ai·ms of Grace Dieu as weli as your poem entitled To Grace 
Dieu, which I believe you wrote for the Grace Dieu Bulletin. In the catalogue 
essay for the. e:ithlbition I discuss Grace Dieu in some detail and would very 
much like to reproduce your poem to help demonstrate the high esteem in which 
the school · wak held · by the students. 

The exhibitio1'1, has the full support of the artist himself and will include over 
120 works assembled from private and public collections in South Africa as well 
as one work f,u,u ~hi::: e1rll::.t's own collection in Poric. The &xhibition will be 
opened by . Prof E Mphahlele of the Department of Afr·ican Literature at the Uni-
ver·sity of ttre Witwatersrand. lt 1s part of 1:w ,ingoing 1>eries of exhibitiono 

taking place ~t the Johannesburg Art Gallex:y which seek to re-examine the his­
tory of South. African art from a less Eurocentric viewpoint and help redress 
the inequities: in the attention giv en to black artists by South African art his­
tu1 y. Thi::. re~examinotion began with Qn e:K:hibition entitled The- NeglP.r:t.P.n Tradi­
tion: towards '. a new history of South African art ( 1930-1988} which looked at 
almost one hundred artists ranging from Samuel Makoanyane, John Mohl and Ernest 
Mcmcol;,-1 to :i.rtich .,uch ::a..:: .A.2·:arh M!-.~th~. C:yr,1."ian Shilakoe and Fikile Magadlela. 
The next in this series was an exhibition entitled Images of Wood: aseec!_i> ,...f_ 
the history of sculpture in 20th century South Airica and included t r ~ 
southern African wooden objects as well as works by artists such a r " 
Selby Mvusi, •1· as well as more contemporary sculptors such as Nor 
Lucky Sibiya. The Gerard Sekoto retrospective exhibition wil J/ 
~- .. \....:- - .... -:,..,.J 
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.Tl ID ART CALLCR V 

- 2 -

Please excuse: this 'faxed' letter. It was the speediest way to get this letter 
to you since r,,y deadline for the production of the catalogue is fast approaching. 

i :ook forwar-d to hearing from . you and hope you will consider my request fa­
vourably . 

. ci:orely 

' 
LESLEY ~PT 0 "' '' '-:) 

PROFE CER 
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Misa Judith Fiennes 
FPber & Faber 
3 Que en Squc1re 
London. 

LePr ~iss Fiennes, 

27/ 3/59 

I thougat you should see t he a ttAched 
from MPrio :iertin of I tFly. Their 
transla t or w~s in J nrueica over Chri stn:.ns 
and CA~e t o see me. I would like to 
see copies of ell tr~nslPtions of my books. 

I a ID also curious t o know if you hAve 
sol d 2.ny trPmslati on ri~hts in The View 
from CoyFl bB. 

Fle8se tell Mi ss Pinder d t he t apart 
from t akin ~ off the roof of our carport ana 
our donkey shed on d uprootina; e.nd snappini 
ebout 100 avocA~o pear trees like m~ tchstick 
we suf fered minimal •arr.e.&e . Some of our 
nei~hbours in the se hills (2,000-3,000ft up) 
who hrd alumj_nium or shingled roofs are 
still roofle s s ; a1,d the lanscape is only 
ju~t be£innin~ to recover frum that a&kaxix 
scorched-earth loek. 

Yours :Jincerely 
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Prot.n.0136/MB/iw 

Dear Mrs and Mr Abrahams , 

Roma 20 febbraio 1989 

Peter & Daphne Abrahams 
COJABA 
Red Hills 
P . O. Box 20 
ST. ANDREW 
JAMAICA 

I was very surprised i~ Knowing by 
Itala Vivan that you did not receive a"y copy of the Italian transla 
tion of Tell Freedom, which have been sent regularly to the English 
Publisher . 

By separate cover, three copies have been sent to you . Presen 
tly I am concluding an agreement with an Italian Publisher tor a~ -
edition for the schools. I shall keep you informed . 

Best wishes 
UWI L
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCIN JAU 

Telephone OJ 278 6881 
Telex 299633, FaberG 

Telegrams 
FabbefLondon WCI 

Fax01278 3817 

Matthew Evans 
John Bodley 

Martin C(lWe/l 
Dennis Crutcher 
Giles de la Mare 

1EFaber 
Rosemary Goad 
Joanna Mackle 

Robert McCrum 
Peter Simpson 

WzllSu/klit 

Registered effice as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

21 March 1989 

Peter Abrahams 
'coyaba' 
Red Hills P.O. 
st. Aoorew 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

Re: TfilL FREEIXM 

I am writi.rq to let you know that we have been awroached by a Mr 
Dobm Oloko who is interested in makirg a film of your book. 

Mr Oloko is a freelancer based in SUssex am is not attached to a 
specific production carpany am has no previoos history of film 
makirg. He is how'ever, passionate about your book am thinks it 
'WOU.ld make a worrlerful film. 

I have spoken to hbn on the telep1one am he wants to take the idea 
to <l'lannel 4 am has also awroached the NFDF (National Film 
Develqment F\Jrrl). 

If you are interested in us takin;J this further, my sug:JeStion 
'WOU.ld be that we grant hbn a short option of between 3 am 6 ll'Onths 
for an agreed fee. With this option ha WOlld then be able to make 
prq,er awroacnes to production ccrrpanies am film finance 
institution.sin order to procure financi.rq to develq> the project. 

He, of course, does not have nudl :rroney at this stage so the option 
fee 'WOU.ld not be large. HoltJeVer, I should point out that should we 
grant such an option we 'WOU.ld not be granti.rq hilll any rights other 
than the right to proceed with looki.rq for finance am the 
agreement on our behalf that we will not within that option period 
sell the film rights option to anyone else. If he were to~ 
in fi.mi.nJ develcpnent :rroney it is at that stage that we 'WOU.ld be 
able to discuss whether or not yoo like any proposal they might 
cane up with. 

I look forward to heari.rq fran yoo. 

With best wishes, 
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Miss Vir&inia ~onham CRrter 
F'='ber &: FPber 
3 Queen Square 
London WClN JAU 
En&land 

Dear Miss ~onh8m CPrter 

fpank you . f or your letter of ~arch 2lst 
about Mr. Dotun Oloko's interest in tryin~ 
t o mP. ke n film of Tell Freedom. 

I 8Ccept your su~&estion so plea se proceea 
alon& those l ines, and ~et us see what develops 

Sincerely 

Pe ter Abrahams 
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Miss Susan L. Nash 
Faber & Faber Inc 
39 Thompson Street 
Winchester MA 01890 
U.S.A. 

Deer ML,s Nash 

November 14, 1988 

I ~ave just received the ~nclosed from 
Cur tis Brown; I hope i •t i s not too late 
for your office to process the copyright 
renewal for me a s you did with an earlier 
work and f or which I r emnin most g;rBtef.ul. 

We a.re jus t be&innin4' to ,let over t he 
r eva&e s of H'l.i.rricane Gilbert, still 
without li&ht, tel~ 1hone end water -
two months after t he event. Our 
createst loos WRS our forest of Avocaio peE 
peers; but some are alive an d will 
spring agRin. But our los ses were minor 
comparei with ot~er people in the area 
(2 ,000-J,OOOft up in the hills) who los t 
rcot■ enJ hu~e chunks of their homes. 
Oce day I will write Rbout it. 

2,incerely 

Pe ter Abra hams 
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Coyaba 
Box 20, Red Hills 
s t. Andrew . J amaica . 
Jun e 7, 1988 . 

A. T. G. Pocock Es q., 
Faber & Feber Lt d 
3 Queen Squar e 
Lon don WCl N JAU 

De Fi r .Mr. Pocok:k, 

Will you please send the sum of £2 5 

t o Alfreda Gui s e t o cover the cost of 

some chores she has done f or us , and 

debit my account. 

Her address, i n ca se you do not have it 

is : 

Mi ~s Al freda Gui se 
12 , Oak V,? l k 
Hockley 
E:::i sex SS5 5AR 

Wi th a ll good wishes. 

Yoµrs sincerel y 

Peter AbrahArus 
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Faber and Faber Limitet{ 
Publislzeri 

3 Queen Square 
London WCIN JAU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbef Londrm WCI 

Matthew Evans 
TE Faber 

ATGPocock 
Desmrmd Clarke 
Rosemary Goad 
Giles de la Mare 
Robert McCmm 
Dennis Cmtcher 

Peter Simpsrm 

Registered effice as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

ATGP/CG 

5 May 1987 

Peter Abrahams Esq 
Coyaba 
Red Hills PO 
St Andrew 
JAMAICA 
West Indies 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

I have spoken to our lawyers and they agree that such a letter of 
instruction as you have described in our correspondence . addressed 
to Faber and marked for my attention, should give you all the safe­
guards you want . 

Of course such a letter does not carry the same absolute legal 
authority as a will but , certainly if it were to be notarised, we would 
be bound by it and you would know that you clear instructions regarding 
your literary estate would be carried out. 

With all good wishes, 

Yours sincerely 

/4~~ 
AT Pocock 
Vice hairman 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Pubiishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCJNJAU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, FaberG 

Telegrams 
Fabbaf London WCI 

Matthew Evans 
TE Faber 

ATC Pocock 
Desmond Clarke 
Rosemary Goad 
Giles de la Mare 
Robert McCrum 
Dennis Crutcher 

Peter Simpson 

Registered qffice as above 

& _ 1-1 ..... " , 'J ._, r 

Mr St Clair Bourne 
230 West 105th Street, Apt 2A 
NEW YORK 
NY 10025 
USA 

Dear Mr Bourne 

A message from Faber and Faber Inc in Boston was waiting for me when 
I got back to the office after the New Year break to the effect that 
you are interested in the film possibilities of Peter Abrahams's 
A Night of Their Own. 

Naturally I am delighted to hear of your interest but I am afraid I 
can't just now send you the reading copy you want as the book is 
temporarily out of stock while we consider a reprint. I had hoped 
that there might be a copy in one of the editors' offices but I am 
afrai~ I have been frustrated there too. 

; 

It's just possible that I can get hold of a copy for you from South 
Africa and I've written to find out. In the meantime, while we wait 
for the outcome of my searches, I wonder if you would be able to track 
down a second-hand copy from a bookseller in the States? 

I'll come back to you as soon as I can. 

RegisteredinEngland With all good wishes, 
number944703 

Yours sincerely 
AT G Pocock, Vice Chairman UWI L
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r;~irMJVr~blt Pindard 
3 Queen S ,1.uare 
London WCl 

Dear Mi s s Pindard, 

October 10, 1985 

7'.'y apologies for the delay in answerin4 
your letter of September 19: our postal 
service is still in a mess, with some 
l e...tters reaching within five days of post­
ing while others from t he aeme place of 
origin t eke a month or six weeks. Yours 
reeched three days ago. 

~bout the South African publishing 
house, AD Donker: I am unwilling to give 
permi s sion. As a ma tter of principle I 
will not allow any material which I control 
t o be reproduced in South Africa as long 
as Apertheid prevails. '\'here the rights 
are vested in l abers is, of course, Faber's 
business. 

My feelings and incline. tions are just 
the opposite about Zimbabwe and I would 
suggest tha t you go eheed on the a ssumption 
t hat whatever you approve will be acceptable 
to me. 

Yours sincerely 

UWI L
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Faber and Faber! ,,imicd 
Pu b/1.\/11'1'.r 

3 Qucm Sr;uarc 
/ ,oll{/rm ff(.'!,\ ' 3. ·/( ' 

7dt1/Jh Olll' OJ 278 6881 
7dcx 299633, Fahtr G 

7c/t'i(l7l lllS 

Fahhef l ,011do~, 11 u 

Maltlu:"'lV F.:vm,s 
TE Faber 

A TC Pomck 
Desmond Clarke 
Rosemary Coad 
C,kr de la Marc 
Roher/ M<Cm111 
Dennis Cmtc/1er 

Registcrcrl rflice as above 
Registered ,i, England 

. nw11ber 944703 

. MEP/JE 

19 Seppember 1985 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills Post Office 
St Andrew 
Jamai~a 
WEST INDIES 

Dear Mr Abr ahams 

Y'f>ft, a.re being c:1si-..eci by tne .3outh Africar 
of AD. Denker for permission to use an e 
"Saturday Night" taken from your book DA 
You will know that we, have not in fact~ 
and I therefore feel hhat I ne~d your ad 
you would like us to deal with this reqL 
willing for us to give permission for th 
this piece? Since we have no file copy 
are not able to assess the length of it 
out a fee. Have you a copy of the book 
let me keep or could you give me a lengt 

You' Nill remember that we heard some tirr 
school dramatized version of MINE BOY wr. 
prepared in Zimbabwe and that we agreed 
school performances. There is a suggest 
should be published as a school play ava 
performances and I wonder how you would 
I have said that we would not be prepare 
this without carefully considering the rr 
am, at the present time, still waiting t 
clean copy. I hope to be in touch with 
this before too long . 

With all good wishes, 
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1'i1hcr tllld Fa her I ,limicd 
P11 b/ir/11'1;1· 
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7i-lex 299633. Fabt'rG 

7clcgm111s 
Fabhefl ,011do11110 

Matt/1ew F,v1111s 
TE Faber 

ATCPomck 
Desmond Clarke 
Rose111111y Goad 
GIil'.\' de la Marc 
Roher/ Mr{':mm 
Dennis Cmlc/1er 

Rcgirten·d qffice as above 
Regi1tered ,i, E11gla11d 

. mmtber 944703 

. MEP/JE 

19 Seppember 1985 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills Post Office 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 
WEST INDIES 

Dea r Mr Abrahams 

We.dre being aSKed by tne South African publishing house 
of AD. Donker for permission to use an extract entitled 
"Saturday Night" taken from your book DARK TESTAMENT. 
You will know that we. have not in fact published this 
and I therefore fe~l hhat I ne~d your advice as to how 
you would like us to deal with this request. Would you be 
willing for us to give permission for the reprinting of 
this piece? Since we have no file copy of the book, we 
are not able to assess the length of it nor can we work 
out a fee. Have you a copy of the book which you could 
let me keep or could you give me a length for the extract? 

YoU'Nill remember that we heard some time ago about a 
school dramatized version of MINE BOY which had been · 
prepared in Zimbabwe and that we agreed to licence some 
school performances. There is a suggestion that this 
should be published as a school play available ·for local 
performances and I wonder how you would feel about this • 
I have said that we would not be prepared to consent to 
this without carefully considering the manuscript and I 
am, at the present time, still waiting to receive a 
clean copy. I hope to be in touch with yo~ again about 
this before too l ong . 

With a ll good wishes, 

Yours sincerely 

Mavis E. Pindard 
Permissions Manager 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCIN3AU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbaf London WCI 

Matthew Evans 
TEFaber 

ATGPocock 
Desmond Clarke 

Rosemary Goad 
Giles de la Mare 
Robert MtCrom 

Anthony WagrlLijf 

SecrelLiry 
WA Floyd 

Registered qffice as abrroe 
Registered 111 England 

number 944703 

May 3 1985 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P .o. 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

Thank you very much for l etting me see the tax form and just 
how long it has taken the authorities to sign it. What a sorry 
tale - and I'm saddened that you should have been put to all 
this trouble. 

With my warmest good wishes 

Yours sincerely 

Af.:rb 
Vice-Chairman 
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Ms. Su san L . NA sh 
Faber & Faber Inc 
39 Thompson Street 
Winchester MA 01890 

U.S.A. 

Coyaba 
Box 20 Red Hills PO 
St. Andrew 

J amaica 

April 25, 1985. 

Dear Mi !::! s Nash, 

Mj apologies f or the delay mn writing t o 
thank your office f or pr ocessing the 
Copyright Renewal of A WHEATH FOR U:OOMO . 
I was awaiting word from someone who ha d 
pr omi sed to supply me with Bishop Fre derick 
TAlbot' s complete a ddress in Atlanta (The 
Bi shop ha d been Guyana ' s ambas sa dor her e 
for a time but Guyana. hAs now closed its 
mi s sion here ) but so f ar without avail. 

He i s a Bi shop of the A.M.E. ( African 
Methodist Episcopal ) Church in the U.S. 
And I am sur e t he A.M. E. church where you 
are, or in Boston, would be Able to give you 
t he Atlante adress of the church. Or perhaps 
an Atlanta phone directpry would have his 
name . My guess i s you have a lready done 
all thi s . 

I expected s ome of the i de e s in CoyRba 
t o up set s ome people - but I have seen 
only a few reviews from London s o f ar 

Best r egarda 

Peter .A brahams 
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Faber and Faber, Inc. 
Publishers 

London and Boston 

3 9 Thompson Street 
Winchester, MA 01890 

T elephone 617-721-1427/8 
Telex 888878 Faber Inc 

Thomas K elleher 
President 
Publisher 

Susan L. Nash 
Vice President 

Promotion Manager 

Dennis M . Campbell 
Editorial Director 

Elaine C. Curtis 
Financial Manager 

Abigail Genuth 
Assistant Sales Manager 

Directors 
Matthew Evans (UK) 

Thomas K elleher 
Michael M cLennan (UK) 

Susan L. Nash 

February 8, 1985 

"Peter Ab rahams 
Coyaba 
-P.O.Box 20 
Red Hills 
St Andrew, Jamaica 

Dear Mr. Ab r ahams: 

Don ' t worry! The copyright renewal for A WREATH FOR UDOMO 
has been taken car e of. We f inally made contact with 
the Library of Congress and they assured us tha t they 
stamp t he dat e they receive t he renewal request on the 
form and that's the date they honor, even if it takes 
them months to actually process the paoerwork and send 
back the form -- and it could t ake that long! But they 
received and cancelled t he check we sent, so we know 
the renewal is in the works. 

Thank you for suggesting we contact Bishop Talbot in 
Atlanta; do you have a more complete addr ess for him? 
Ahy other leads you have for religious leaders, at 
universities, or publications or wher ever woul<l be 
appreciated ... and followed uo on. 

lam enclosing the page from our Soring catalog tha t 
describes THE VIEW FRl)t-f COYABA. We plan to do a 
literature mailin~ this soring aimed specifically at Black and 
Caribbean writers and writing , and your work -- this 
new novel as well as TELL FREEDO 1, which we also pub-
l ish, as you know -- will of course b~ featured. 
I 'll keep you nosted on that. 

I'll also send along reviews of ... COYABA as they come 
in. We've sent out a few early proofs to advance reviewers 
but the bulk will go out at the time of pub lication in 
March -- and r eviews will start coming back in shortlv 
thereaf t e r , we hone! 
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.r.:r. Frank Pike 
Faber & Faber 
3 Queen Square 
Lon don WCl!f JAU 

Dear Mr. Pike, 

Coyaba 
Box 20 Red Hills P.O. 
St. Andrew 
J amaica 
MPrch 26, 1985 . 

1) I heve today received five copies each 
of the hard-cover and paper back editions of The 
View From Coyaba with a covering s lip which 
gives the impre ssion that these, plus t he two 
copies which came by air in February, are all 
t he complimentary copies due to me. As you know, 
the contract stipula tes t welve herd cover and 
twenty paperback - so please let me have the 

belance due to give to clamouring friends! 

2) I have found one typo on page 367, 19 
lines down: "The two men and the dog continued 
their slow walk home in the ga thering dusk." 
Please pass this on to Mi s s JAne Robertson in 
case there is any reprin t in the future. 

3) The Faber Inc people in Be ston have 
now renewed the copyright of A Wree.th For Udomo 
and I will write to thank Susan Nash as soon a s 
I've settled in after a longish a bsence from home. 
Thank you for your part. 

4) I ha d hoped to return to a few reviews 
but I foun d nothing from you! How ha s the book 
been received in Britain? I am cur ious to kn ow. 

Yo~rs sincerel y 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCJNJAU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbef London J-IICJ 

Matthew Evans 
TEFaber 

ATGPoaxk 
Desmond Clarke 

Rosemary Goad 
Grles de la Mare 
Roben McCmm 

Anthony Wag.staff 

Secretary 
WA Floyd 

Registered qffice as above 
Registered 1'n England 

number 944703 

JF/CEB 

February 10 1985 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
'Coyaba' 
Red Hill P.O. 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 
WEST INDIES 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

A WREATH FOR UDOMO - Romanian Translation 

You may remember that last Summer you sent us on some correspondence 
about a Romanian translation of A WREATH FOR UDOMO which Editura 
Univers had in preparation. 

I have now heard from the publishers themselves as follows: 

1These are extremely hard times for Univers, as we are entirely 
unable to pay any royalties in western currency. We are 
altogether helpless, since the whole state of affairs depends 
on higher authori~ies - nor are we in a position to tell you 
how long things will go on this way. At the same time we inform 
you that the Romanian translation of a WREATH FOR UDOMO by 
Peter Abrahams has been completed.' 

They say that if we wou:d agree to payment of royalties in the 
local currency, they could publish the translation in 1986. 
I think it will be possible to nominate someone other than your­
self to use the money in Romania so if you knew of anyone planning 
a visit, it might be possible to arrange for them to draw on 
the account and reimburse you in Jamaica. 

This inability of Eastern European publishers to be able to pay 
royalties in hard currency is unfortunately becoming increasingly 
common and we are now having to accept payments for all Polish 
translations in blocked zlotys. 

I will look forward to hearing what you think. We do like to 
encourage these publishers as far as possible to publish trans­
lations of good books and there is always a niggling thought 
that if we refuse permission beca8fe of the currency problems, 
they may decide to publish books~an inferior calibre and there 
is then a danger that these may be regarded as the best that 
is coming out of the capitalist west. 

I hope to hear from you soon. 

Yours sincerely 
I) . 
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Nir . Fr ank Pi ke 
Fc'l ber & F::=>ber 
3 Queen Square 
London WClN J AU 

L, er r:.r. Pi ke , 

Februar y 5, 1985 

ThRnk you f >r the t wo advance copi es of The Vi ew From Coyaba 
which arri ved ye s ter d~y. I l ook f orwar d with in t er e st t o first 
reactions . 

If you have not ye t dispa tched all t he copi e s due tp me would 
you pl ea se errange f or ~ f ew of those to be sent t o t he following 
people on my behRlf : 

1 ) rJr & 1.rs Ar on Abrahmms ,s, (my son & hi s wife) _ 
34 Li me Avenue, 
Hi gh Wycombe, 
Buckingham shire (hard cover ) 

2 ) l\",i .3 s Alfreda Gui s e 
12 , OAk WA l k , 
Hockley, 
Essex SS5 5AR ( p8per cover ) 

3) l\.'r & Mr s Mahlubi Kumalo " 
l(urnelo House 
Atlan tic College 
St. Donat ' s Castle 
Ll an twit Me j or CF6 9 WF 
Sou t h \\::i l e a 

4) r(r. & Mrs. Jim GF-le " 
12, Al pha Street, 
Kensi ng ton Par k , 
S. A. 5068 , 
Australia. 

I t hink F&ber should send a copy~~ Julius Nyerere who is t he 
only surviving histori cal c hara~•erin t he book. 

Las t l y , I f ind I do no t nave a s i ~ l e COPY- of the F~ber edi tion 
of A Ni gh t Of Their Own: could you pl eae let ml' heve t hree or f our 
copi e s i f i t i s s till in prin t and debi~ me. 
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Li !;;, S Judith Fiennes 
lt.,P ber & Faber 
3 ~ueen S,tu r> re 
London WClN JAU 

~ePr ' iss Fiennes, 

February 1, 1985 

The RttPched letter from t he Pe opl es Republic of China 

re?ched me a few days ago . I think the gentlemen needs t o be 

t old that he c P.nnot jus t tren s l a te and publish without some sort 
of publi ~hin g arrRngement. " ill you pl eP se deal with him? I have 
a pho tocopy of his l e tter but I will not write him unless you 

s pecificelly want me t o . 

Concerning t r Rnsleti on ri~ht in the ViewJ r om Coyabe I 
agree with your ~uggestion e.bout houses which have published 
previous trans l a tions. 'l'he on ly two abou t whrbm)l I heve a nAgging 

uncertainty Pre Nova Terra of Bercelonn who I think publi ~hed • 
.... """'~<t.W kt,c::=.... 

f irst end then he d a dr ewn-ou t [ wran~le ~ith Farquherson, Pnd of 
course t he Eest Europe~n womPn tran s l a tor with the Arreric an l awyer 
The documen ts of the l a tter I sen t t o Wa tthew Evans. 

Yours sincerely 
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Faber and Faber Limried 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London M:IN3AU 

Telephone 01278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbef London OCI 

Matthew Evans 
TEFaber 

ATGPrxrxk 
Desmond Clarke 

Rosemary Goad 
Gries de la Mare 
Robert McCmm 

Anthorry Wag.rtqf 

Secretary 
IV A Floyd 

Registered qffice as above 
Registered 111 England 

number 944703 

.J.1.· t vc.u 

_January 10 1985 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P .0. 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica 
WEST INDIES 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

Many thanks for your letter of December 17 (which seems to have taken 
even longer to reach me than my previous one did to get~ to you ••• ) 

I was glad that you are happy to go ahead with the contract with 
Gummerus for a new edition of the Finnish translation of A NIGHT 
OF THEIR OWN; it is good that the terms are now are so much better 
than the original ones. 

I would be pleased to handle translation rights in THE VIEW FROM 
COYABA, and would certainly offer the French rights first to 
Casterman as they have published so many of your earlier books. 
Unless you have any reason for obje~tion, I would be inclined also 
to offer it first to the publishersf8ther countries who have published 
translations of your books - for the sake of both continuity and 
courtes~to the publishers concerned. So unless I hear from you to 
the con~ary, that is what I will do in the first instance. 

Yours sincerely 

Judith Fiennes 
Foreign Rights 
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Faber and Faber Limtied 

29 January 1985 

Mr Peter Abrahams, 
Coyaba, 
Red Hills P .O . , 
St . Andrew, 
Jamaica, W . 1. 

Publishers Dear Mr Abrahams , 

3 Queen Square 
London WCJNJAU Judith Fiennes has passed on to me your letter of 

TelephoneOl 278 6881 January 9th since I normally deal ,vith all matters 
Telex299633,FaberG with regards to English Language Rights here . Miss 

Tekgrams Fiennes deals with rights in translation. 
Fabbef London WCI 

MatthewEvans I think that the reason why John Farquharson sent this 
TEFaber request on to you direct was because they realised that 

ATC Pocock we had not actually published the story ' Lonesome' and 
DesmondClarke they thought therefore that you would want to deal with 

Rosemary Goad G,lesdelaMare this request yourse l f . However , we are, of course, very 
RobertMcCrum willing to deal this on your behalf and I have written 

An~onyWag.rmjf to the editor of this anthology asking what rights he 
Secremry requires . He offers the sum of only £50 which I would 

WA Floyd be prepared to accept for rights in the British tradi­
tional market but if he is wanting ,-1orld English 
Language Rights in order that the book THE PENGUIN BOOK 
OF SOUTHERN AFRICAN STORIES can be sold in the United 

Registered effice as ab(!Ve 
Registered 1'n England 

number 944703 States also, then I 
I will certainly do 

should hope for an additional fee . 
t n~ best that I can for you . 

With all good wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

Mavis E. Pindard 
Permissions Manager 
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Faber and Faber Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCJN3AU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbaf London WCI 

Matthew Evans 
T E Faber 

ATG Pocock 
George Taylor 

Rosemary Goad 
Giles de la Mare 
Robert McCrum 

Anthony Wagsttiff 

Secreta,ry 
JDFNi'chols 

Registered qffice as above 
Registered zn England 

number 944703 

JF/CEB 

Jarrvry 25 1985 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P . O. 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica 
WEST INDIES 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN 

I'm pleased to tell you that we have just rec\?ved an offer 
for a Bulgarian translation of A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN from 
Narodna Kultura of Sofia. 

The terms proposed are an ad,vance of $300 against a straight 
6% royalty with the balance of the royalties on the first printing 
to be paid on publication of the translation . However, in view 
of the low selling price of books in Eastern Europe, I suspect 
not much more would be due on publication. 

It is however quite a reasonable offer for a Bulgarian translation 
and Narodna Kultura are good publishers so I hope you will ~gree 
to our going ahead with a contract with them on this basis. 

I will look forward to hearing from you in the near future. 

Yours r n~-~ 

Judith ~iennes 
Foreism Ri_ghts 
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Ki~s Juditn Fiennes 
FAber & Faber 
3 Queen Square 
Lon don WClN 3AU 

Deer Mi ~s Fiennes, 

CoyAba 
Red Hills P.O . Box2O 
St. Andrew . 
J amaica 

Februar y 2, 1985 

Thank you f or your letter of Jpnuary 25 about 8 

BulgPriAn t ransla tion of A Ni ght Of Their Own. 
Please do go ahead with it. 

I think it will be easier all iround if you 
did not feel t ha t you hed to clear each offer 
of a tren~lation with me. So please go ahead 
and use your own jud~ement an d iiscretion which 
I am sure will be to our mutuAl Advantage and 
setisfac t ion. I think you are in any ca se in 
a much better position t han I a~ to decide 
wha t is or is not a re~sonabl e offer . So 
please only consult if t here is something 
unusual involved. 

Vb e t I do wish to hPve for my contrpcts file 
is a copy of each contract you negotiate. 

Yours s ineerely 
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Miss Judith Fiennes 
F'aber & F~ber 
3 ~ue en Squ are 
t on don WClN 3AU 

DeAr Ui s s Fi ennes , 

J anu ar y 9, 1985 

The encl osed s peak s f or i t se l f an d wi ll be gr ate fu l i f you 
wi l l d, al with it. 

'11hen I en ded my r e .Lati ons wi th the Farquherson Agency I Rske d 
t hem t o pass a l l such queri e s directl y to Fa bers; they seem 
s t r angel y unwil.Ling to do t his. 

Yours si ncerely 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
Lond(}fl WCIN3AU 

Telephone OJ 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbef London WCI 

Matthew Evans 
TE Faber 

ATGPocock 
Desmond Clarke 

Rosemary Goad 
Giles de la Mare 
Robert McCrom 

Andwny Wag.,tajf 

Secretary 
IV A Floyd 

Registered office as abrroe 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

,January 8 1985 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O. 
St. Andrew 
JAMAICA 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

Thank you for your letter of December 20 returning our cheque for 
£700. 

I'm truly sorry if there appears to have been some misunderstanding 
in this matter. I had thought that your instruction for us to 
retain royalties due to you applied only to David Philip's 
acquisition of paperback rights in Path of Thunder. I gave instructions 
accordingly to the subsiduary rights section of the royalty depart-
ment and, so far as I know, that instruction is being carried out. 

I really didn't realize that your request should apply to all monies 
due on all books of yours and I didn't pass that instruction to 
Mrs Morbey. However, I have done so now, returning your 
cheque to her, and quoting your last paragraph about income tax. 
I'm so sorry if we have inconvenienced you in any way. 

With my warmest good wishes for the new year. 

Yours sincerely 

A.~~ 
Vice-Cli.airman 
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f,,r . . '.I'. G. Pocock , 
FPber & Faber Ltd 
3 oueen Square 
London WClN J AU 
F.ngl an d. 

Deer Ur. Pocock, _ 

De cember 20, 
1984 

The enclosed c ~me a s somewhat of a 
sur prise i n vi ew of your l e tter of J anuar y 
12th of t hi s year, a dvising tha t you ha d 
giv en instruc tion s f or my royaltie s to be 
r eta ined a t Fabers until I a sk for t hem -tfJ' 
be ffic de av aila bl e t o me. I Ps sume t his 
is 1m oversight hence my return of' the 
cheque to J ou. I hP ve no nee d of t he 
money here. I hope t here iu no problem 
abou t your r e t a ining a y r oyeliti es until 
I have need of them; if t nere i s let me 
kn ow an d I will make ~rranger.:.en t s for a 
savings account to be opened jointly in my 
n ririe ~r,d rr,y wi f e' s nqrne . I nru not o f courf 
trying to avoid paying tax: if t he money is 
re t ain t here t he t ax rcu s t be de du c ted t here 

~rs. Xor bey o f your r oyalty dept will 
be intere sted t o know tha t I sent t h e 6lain 
Form fo r He l ief from UK I ncome TPx t o our 
own locel tax people on fuarch 31 of 1982, 
a d r equired by t he double taxa t i on arr ange­
ment between J AmaicA and Britain. hey 
have pre su□Bbly done no t ning nbout it up t o 
now , which i s not unusual. 

Best wishes for Chri ~t mRs. 

Sincerely 
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,1arch :31, 
1982. 

The Commissioner of Income T~x, 
Income Tax Department, 
116 Eas t Street, 
KI NGS'.110N . 

Ref No: 001494 

Dear Sir, 

1. Attached please find form for Claim 
by an Individual to relief from United 
Kingdom Income Tax duly fille d out and 
signed. 

2. Ce#tificate of Deduction of Income 
Tax in the United Kingdom. 

Kindly endorse and f or ward same to the 
appropriate UK authorities, at your earlief 
convenience. 

c7.J.sincerely, 

Peter Abrahams 
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~atthew Evan s Esq ., 
Feber & FPber Ltd., 
3 Queen Square , 
Lon don WCi N 3~U. 
Engl Pn d . 

De ;:ir ! .r . Evans, 

~. 6 .box 20 

I hRve judt rece ived F cheque an d 
Roya lty St a tement f ron1 your accounts de partmen 
in Her l ow covering t he advance of t oe paper-
b ak SPle of ½I LD CON QU!SP t o Thomrs Nelson. 

There ha o been a t ~x cteduc t i on of 
30% with a no te from Mr s . ~uline ~orbey 
a dv i s ing me to compl ete an e11clo;:3ed f orni if 
I ~ish to clai m exemption f r om United Kingdom 
In collie Tex. 

Thi s mR t ter of ' ax exemption was 
dealt ½i th by Innes Rose many years P.go when 
the F~rquhar son agency hanul ed rr,y affairs, and 
for te past 2 5 years t ney have no t de du c ted 
any t ?x and I h~ve ma ue my r e turns locP. l l y 
wi thou t any a pplica tion for exeffip tion with 
each payn,en t recei ved. Peri odicelly the Br i tis 
TPx au thorities hr-we sent e a for m t o confirm 
tha t I was s t ill r e sident i n J amaica pnd still 
pai d t axes here , . na tnat w?s i t . I am na tura l 
concer ne d net t o chPn6e this pat tern i f i t 

can be avoi ded. Could you pl eee l ook into 
thi s for me? 

1,i t h best wi she s. 

'fours s incerel y 
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Faber a11d Faber Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCJN 3AU 

Telephone 01278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
FabbefLondon WCJ 

Matthew Evans 
TE Faber 

ATGPocock 
George Taylor 

Rosemary Goad 
Giles de la Mare 
Robert McCnlln 

Anthony "Wagstaff 

Secretary 
JDFNtchols 

Registered effice as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

. 12 February 1982 
ME/ CMW 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
PO Box 20 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P 0 
ST ANDREW 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

Thank you for your letter about the tax reduction from 
your royalties . I will talk to Mrs Morbey immediately 
and will be back in touch with you within the next few 
days . 

With best wishes , 

Yours sincerely 

~~~ 
Matthew Evans 
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Faber and Faber Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCJNJAU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbef London WCJ 

Matthew Evans 
TE Faber 

ATGPocock 
George Taylor 

Rosemary Goad 
Gzles de la Mare 
Robert McCrum 

Anthony Wagst4f 

Secretary 
JDFNichols 

Registered qffice as ab(JVe 
Registered z'n England 

number 944703 

• 10 March 1 982 
ME/ CID/ 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
PO Box 20 
Coyaba 
Red Hil ls P 0 
ST ANDREW 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

I 'm sorr y about the delay in getting b a ck to you on the 
problem of your tax exemption. Our royalty department 
phoned Foreign Dividends who confirm t hat the exemption 
a lready obtained by you covers only payments made to you 
by John Farquharson and to enable us to ma ke payments to 
you direct , without deduction of tax , the forms that were 
sent to you should be completed and returned to your local 
taxation office . I hope that this is all perfectly clear 
and if there is any further problem , please let me know . 

With best wishes 

Yours sincerely 

~~ 
Matthew Evans UWI L
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Faber and Faber Limited 
DistntJUtioh & Acwunts 

Bumt M,Jl, Elizabeth Way 
Hanl7W, Essex CM202HX 
Telephone0279 21352/3 

0279417134 

In order for you to claim exemption from United King'dom Income Tax 
please complete the enclosed form . 

Pauline Morbey (Mrs. ) 
1 2 January 1 982 
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• FABER & FABER LTD 

Burnt Mill 
Elizabeth Way 
Harlow, Essex 
CM202HX 

Author: PETER ABRAHAMS 

Payee: PE'TER ABRAHAMS 

DATE 

30. 11 . 81 ed: By Royalty Receiv 

WILD CONQUES T 

By Permission Fee Received: 

RETURN TO GO LI 

To Tax on £150 . 00 @ 30¾ 

ROYALTY STATEMENT 

A/C No: 5 

£ p 
---

150 00 

2 92 

152 92 

45 00 
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• ,.FABER & FABER LTD 
Burnt Mill 

ROYALTY STATEMENT 

Elizabeth Way 
Harlow, Essex 
CM202HX 

Author: PEI'ER ABRAHAMS A/C No: 

Payee: 

DATE 

5.11.81 WILD CONQUEST 

By 600/o share of £250.00 being the amount 
ived from Thomas Nelson & Sons for the rece 

Advan ce on Signature of the above title. 

£ 

150 

p 

00 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
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~iss Juditg iennes 
ra ber & f aber 
3 queen S'iuare 
London WClN 3AU 

Dear ~is Fiennes , 

I:e cercber 17, 
1984 

na.~k you f or your letter of the 4th 
which seems t o hrve been a long time coming. 

The two con t r acts I have for Gummerus 
for A ,\REA 'H FOR UDO!i O and A NIGH OF 
THEI R OWN have much less fafourable terms 
t han tnose n ow proposed: 5~ on the first 
3,000 ; 7½~ to 6,000 nd 10% t nereaf t er. 
llu t that was more than ten years ago. 
So p~e se go anead with Gun1merus. 

On T E VI EW FROA1 COYABA, I would like 
you to handle all trenslation rights on t he 
s ame kind of agency basis as the previous 
books . I would a lso want to give first 
refusal in the French l angu ge rights to 
Ce s ter man who have publi~hed my earlier 
books. 

Please do sign t he Gummeru3 , and any 
othet foreign righ t s contr£c ts on my 
behalf. I nd pl ease l et me know if there 
i s any other point of uncer ta.i nty or any 
query . 

Yours sincerely 
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Faber and Faber Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCJN JAU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbef London WCI 

Matthew Evans 
TEFaber 

ATGPocock 
George Taylor 

Rosemary Goad 
Gzles de la Mare 
Robert McCmm 

Anthony Wagstaff 

Secretary 
JDFNichols 

Registered qffice as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

JF/CEB 

December 4 1984 

Mr Pe ter Abrahams 
'Coyaba 1 

Red Hills P.O. 
St Andrew 
Jamaica W. I. 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN 

.. 

I am pleased to tell you that we have just heard that K.J. Gummerus 
would like to rei ssue their Finnish trans lation of A NIGHT OF 
THEIR OWN. 

The terms proposed are an advance of FIM1 3,OOO (approximately 
£1625) against royalties of 7¾% on the fir s t 5,000 copies 
sold and 10% on all copies sold thereafter. This i s quite 
a good offer and I should be grateful if you would let me know 
whether you would like us to go ahead with a new contract 
with Gummerus on your behalf. If so, would you like to s i gn 
the contract yourself, or would you be happy for u s to s ign 
it on your behalf as we do for most of our authors? 

If you would like us t o go ahead with the contract, it would 
be extremely he lpful to know what the t e rms of the original 
contract with Gummerus were for thi s book as we would obviously 
not like to agree to l ess favourabl e terms for f"1. new one. 

THE VIEW FROM COYABA 

I notice from our contract with you for your new book, that 
you have retained the translation rights yourself, although 
when you broke with the John Farquharson agency, you asked 
us to handle a ll rights in the books we had already publi shed. 
The terms of the new contract ther efore came as something 
of a s urprise and I should be grateful if you would let me 
know what you would like us to do with any enquiries we may 
receive for t he book. Shall I send t hem strai ght on to you, 
or would you like us to handle translation rights on the same 
kind of agency bas i s as the previous books? It i s obviously 
important for us no t to get any crossed wires here . 
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2. 

December 4 1984 

Mr Peter Abrahams 

I will look forward to hearing from you soon about this and 
for the Finnish offer for A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN. 

Yours sincerely 

Judith Fiennes 
Foreign Rights 
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xxxxxxxxxxx 
0944-2580 

r . Fr enk Pi ke 
Faber & ]'a ber 
3 ueen SllfU~re 
Lon don \'7Cl N 3 AU 

17/ 12/84 

~ query from Judith Fienne s on the 
terms of an old Finni sh contrBct sent me 
digging deep into my contra c t s file over 
t his pAs t weekend. I found her answer 
bu t I also foun d a s eries of letters from 
Knopf in which, following t he t ake-over, 
t hey gave up t he rights in most of my books 
publi shed by them under t he ol d man~gement. 
1 he se rights have now reverted to me, and 
among t hem i s the rights in THI S I SLP D NO~ 

Their copy of the originAl 6ertificatE 
of Copyright shows , incident~lly , t ha t t he j 
knew of tne mi s aing · peges 278 - 298 and 
speci i cnlly r eque sted tha t t he Ge be regi s 1 
ed. lhe poin t is the American mar ket is 
free ~n d un ~ umbered and you c~n h~v e ecce f 
to i t on t he ter ms egr eed for th¥ Vi ew ~"'ron 
Coyabe. 

Sor r y I overlooked t hi s when you f irs· 
wrote. 

Your s sincer ely 
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t r. Fr nk Pi ,{e 
F!Jber &: Faber 
3 1ueen S •unre 
London \,Cl N J AU 

Coyaba , 
Box 20 Red Eill s 
St . Andrew 

:--r:r1aica 

Noveruber 22 1984 

Sorr y to lePr n Cur t i s 13rown h '-1.s not r eplied 
to your queries about U. S. right s to This IiBand 

~ow. Of courbe t,ey Nould have nad t o ge t in 
t ouch -.., th Iillo 1)f who puhli ::>hed t i1e book in t he U. S. 

t o ask t heir permi ti s i on for you to sell i n the 
U. S. market. I don't kn ow how long it is since 

yo~ wro te , ~nd t ae y may in deed have done jus t 
t h t ar d te v,a ; ting on P re1)iy fror.1 Knopf. If, 

however yoa fee l P reply i~ overdue J aug~est 
t hA t you write to Knopf yourself - publi sher t o 

publi tihcr ru i i:snt h ::> ste11 t ne _process - s ince i t is 

t ue,/ and not the Agent who must me.Ke the fi na l 

dec i sion . f you , ri t e to 1.nopf I su ge s t you 

advi de Cur~i s Brown ~s you h~ve Pppr o~che d them 
in tue f l rs t i n::;t;.ir1ce. 

c~rti u f rown h F d noL been in touch with 

me About t hi s r, Atter. 

"i cntr s sincerely 

I'11 ter t- brhmar.J& 
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Faber and Faber, Inc. 
Publishers 

London and Boston 

39 Thompson Street 
Winchester, MA OJ 890 
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Thomas K elleher 
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Matthew Evans (UK) 
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Susan L. Nash 

December 17, 1984 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills 
'P.O.Box 20 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

As you know , at Faber Ltd. 's request (and yours, 
of course), we have already filed for renewal of 
the copyright on WREATHFOR UDOMO, which was originally 
published in 1956. We sent the aoplication to the 
copyright office several months ago. 

As we put your name as the claimant, it is possible 
the renewal paperwork has been forwarded directly to 
you and not to us. Has i t? 

We are trying to reach the peonle a t the copyri~ht 
office by telephone to ask, but they make it a oractice 
to answer the phone as little as nossible -- they are 
really incredibly difficult to reach. So in lieu of 
a reply from them, I thought I had better ask you. 
A short note written on this letter will suffice. 

By the way, we are all looking forward to oubl ishing 
THE VIEW FROM COY ABA this Spring! ____.. 

cc: Mike McLehnan 
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CoyPba 
,.., . C. Eo.x 20 
hell Hills 
s t . ,\n ur cw 

J cJnu ry 7, 1985 

~rber & Faber Inc., 
39 Thompson Stre et 
t i nches ter, ~ A 01890 
U.S.A. 

Dear I,ass Nash, 

' 

Thank you for your letter of December 17 
1984, which only r e, ch me over this p~s t we ekend ! 
\Je usua-liy h8ve a terrible pos tal bottleneck 
over the JChri ::3tm~ ti holiday peri od which i s r c1rely 
cleare d before l Arch. 

I 

~ne renewal papers f or A WREATH FOR UOOMO have 
n~t been sen~ t o I e by t he copyrigh t office an d 
I ~en only wonoer wnether the delay i s a t that 
offi ce or wi1e ther you l eft out s orne essential 
detail of the epllice.tion. Did you use Form RE 

nd inc ude ; 6? Di J OU give t ae following 
details on tha t Form: 

i'i tle: A ',\REATH FOR UDOMO 
Publi .Jher: ..A l fred t. . KNopf 
Published: ~ ~y 8, 1956 

? 

If you hAve ~nd t hey hAve it on r ecord t hen we 
should get the renewal sooner or l a ter . I f not 
you mPy have a few problero s. 

I do hope t his will b~ sorted out RS I do not 
v An t t he co yrieht to lApse. 

A suggestion About ~{3 VIEW FROM COYABA: I think 
the blacj churche s, pDr ticulArly in the South, 
are likel y t o be very interested in the U. S. and 
religious sections are thes e were modelle d on the 
l . M. E. Cnur ch in t he U. 0 . 

I aw glrct we have no\\- nmde contAct. 
Best vr'i she s 

Pe ter AbrA.ham s 
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,i J.e ::3 d e 1 .., . '"'J'e ~aq 
r er_ f nbcr Ltd 

.3 ueen S uPre 
_oncon Ci h 3 /'U 

. ove1 .. bc!' 3 , .L9P. 4 

r 11,, Er,l"' to rP. tur n tnc con trPc t fo r i · 
\ l:E'it ] '11:..1., CC'lAJ3A , du :t.y igned ~,nc! v i t h Pll 
L1t one of the r- _recd c t:..,r.ees .:-:•d ~. 

·~ v i 115 11.Ro.n 1.i. .'f pro ni:.;t rbout <'J. Ui5e 8 
~ __ ..,,,e .Le f t it i n p;:3 rr " !)prcc1 :c> tive 
uew~~re ! t i.., u~t t ~t we ao no t need 
1, ra t tJ"Je of bon clinJ P"Lc>r oi..ch l onB 
,/•2,.r.., 'J~ f r itfu ?.c>..;oc.:. -::it:!. on . 

Yo., r ::; sincere y UWI L
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Faber and Faber Limried 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCJN 3AU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
FabbefLondon WCJ 

Matthew Evans 
TEFaber 

ATGPocock 
Desmond Clarke 

Rosemary Goad 
Gries de la Mare 
Robert McCrnm 

Anthony Wag.rtaff 

Secretary 
WA Floyd 

Registered effice as abuve 
Registered 111 England 

number 944703 

23 October 1984 

Peter Abrahams Esq 
Coyaba 
Hed Hills PO 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 
WEST INDIES 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

Thank you very much for your letter of .11 October . As you probably 
realized, the contract we drafted for THE VIEW FROM COYABA is based 
on our standard authors ' agreement form. We have indeed tried to 
make it as comprehensive as possible, but this is nothing new ! We 
have put details of subsidiary rights in all our contracts since the 
early 1960s. 

Obviously, we would be very happy to accept the changes you have 
suggested. Would you like, then, to make the appropriate deletions 
and a lterations - in clauses 1(7 ), 2(2)(d) and 8, and, if al l is 
now well, sign it and return it to me? We will then make the same 
changes in the other copies of the contract and send you one signed 
by us . It is good of you to say that you ·would be happy for us to 
handle some of the subsidiary rights, like dramatic, film, radio, 
television.and sound and video recording if the need arose; and we 
should be pleased to help you here in any way we can - as your agent . 

We hope, of course, that we will be doing your next book, when the 
time comes, and I agree with you that there's absolutely no need for 
us to keep in the standard option clause if you'd prefer it that way. 

I'm much looking forward to reading A VIEW FROM COYABA when I can 
lay my hands on a copy. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

IAUJI~ 
Giles de la Mare 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCJN 3AU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
FabbafLondon IK:1 

Matthew Evans 
TE Faber 

ATGPocock 
Desmond Clarke 

Rosemary Goad 
Giles de la Mare 
Robert McCnmz 

Antlwny Wag.rtajf 
Secretary 

WA Flo-yd 

Registered effice as ab<me 
Registered t"n England 

number 944703 

J7 October 1984 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P .0 
St . Andrew 
Jamaica 
Wf:ST L/\J D IE~ 

Dear Mr Abrahams, 

Thank you for sending back your proofs for The View from Coyaba so 
promptly. The courier service seemed to operate very effic iently 
and I received the package on October 10th as you envisaged. 

I have now collated all your corrections (i.ncluding the substitution 
of 'palaver tree' for 'talking tree' without quotes as you indicated) 
with our proof- reade~s and the proofs will be returned for press 
shortly . 

Yours sincerely 

Jane Robertson 
Proofs Control l er UWI L
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Faber and Faber Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCJN JAU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbef London WCJ 

Matthew Evans 
TE Faber 

ATGPocock 
George Taylor 

Rosemary Goad 
Giles de la Mare 
Robert McCrum 

Anthony Wagstaff 

1st October 1984 

Peter Abrahams Esq 
Coyaba 
Red Hills PO 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 
West Indies 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

I 1m pleased to enclose with this our form of agresment for THE VIEW 
FROM COYABA, which has been drafted in accordance with the terms 
agreed between you and Frank Pike. If it seems to you to be 
satisfactory, I 1d be grateful if you could initial and sign it and 
return it to me. I'll then send you a copy signed by Fabers. 

Please don•t hesitate to get in touch if there are any points 
about which you are in any doubt. 

Yours sincerely 

vvi-v5 0~ 
Secretary 

JD F Nichols Giles de la Mare 

Registered office as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 
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Gile s de l a L re 
Yrl:er & F~ber 
3 u e en Squ a r e 
I,on don WCl N 3P.U 

l>ear ;·n.r. de la v,e r e 

Cctober 11, 1984 

'.i..h1-:11zt ;ou :'or your .Le i:; ter of l ot Oc i:;o be r e n ci t l _ form of 
egreement, which c ame as some t ning of a s ur pri s e in its a ll­
en.bra c i ng e ol!lprehe:r. ~i vcn e .Js. .i: one of 1 .. y many prev i ou0 agreeruen ts 
wi th Fa be r required t ha t I gr ant more than book publi shing righ ts 
i n Engli ::;h tiu·uugh ou L 'the Corunonwcf'J.. th , iu my e xc i~nge :.; wi t h 
Fr nnk Pi k e were bedded in the assumption tha t t he only new 
fe:-· t ur e woul d be t .11: t the book publi ::ihi n 6 r igh tu in Engl isn 
would now be worldwide . Your list of subsidiary righ t s wa s 
therefor'° to tt. .Lly unex~)e c teu . Ana ii; i s at l ee st for t.1 odd yeFu·s 
s i nce I was last requir e d t o pr omii::,e the publi sher first refusa l 
of my n ex t book! ~o I s ug~e s t the f o llowi ng change s: 

1 ) I f your having U.S. rights is to be no less f avourable to 
me Chan if t ne ·cook were publ i:.,hed by an AmE;;lricrm fi r rn 
t hr ou gh an America n agent then I should have ninety per 
cent ; m:1 ,\meri cnn agent' u co mi.:,sion would be 1O1~ 

2 ) J.r en.::; l eti on u: t he~ e r ight ::; 11:'!ve ;:-il.; FJy ,;:, r e1 .. Aine d with me , 
with my agent and sub-agent sharing a total c ommi ssi on of 
15%. 'ati t erman anva publidhe<l me in Frenca 3 ~ I wo uld, 
as a ma t t er o f principle , want t hem to ha ve fir st r efu sal. 

3 ) :Fi lrn, r Rdi o an,1 te l ev i .3i on , dr Prnatic, soun d Rnd video 
r ecording rights ~re n o t properly a part of a contra ct 
conc~r ni ng the publi c n t i on of F.. t.iook. F •iber would, in 
any case act as my a gent in the even t any of these rights 
be i ng msr ke t e d . l f rankly do no t war, t t o surrender 
per s~ l control over t hese 1·igh ts. Some terrible things 
h EJ v ai' anu. c an be , Jone ~ when buok~ a r e t1·an dl:::i te d f l'orn 
on e ~ o another medium. 

I f you would agree t o make t he ·se thre e c hange s : a) a d just the 
ter mB for your n avi ng tne 1lltle1·ican rr.arke t; b) r eturn trr,in s l n tion 
rights to me ; c ) delete the requirement that ;you be grr1nted sole 
and exc.Lus ivc r i gn t t o dr rin a t i c, filru, r n dio ?n ct television and 
sound a nd video recordin g rights, I shall be happy to sign the 
c on tract. P· ber woul d in any ce ae h Andle t hese r i gh t s, but A.:::J r:iy 
agent . And I will of course of fer Fa ber first refuBal of my next 
wol'k , vii tho u t having ·c;o i gn a pron i .s0r·y note. 

You.r s sincerel y 
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i'.l ~ u f ne Ho be:t,t:Jon 
?roofs Contro l l er 
Irber {): t'&ber Li d . .Pub.L.iclhers 
3 ~ueen Squar e 
Lon don ~. C.l NJ AU 
1melan d 

1er r 1 .:; 1to ber 1,son 

October 8 , 1984 

I return herewi th the pr ge proofs of The Vi ev, • ron. Coyebe)S 

I expect you will be relieved to know th.1-1 t , part f r om 
t he i nevi t abl e typo~ (an d re l ative ly few of those), I f ound only 
one i mpor tant c h nge thEJ t needed to e n.11 dc ~net tha t ·,,n s on paee 
2~9 wner e t he i n~erted • tal king tree' ha s been mainta ined in the 
text despite my s t r ong objec tion t o it expreseed in my notee of 
cor recti on t o t he f i na l edited ms of J uly 26 th. Please therefore 
substitute 'palaver tree' f or ' tal kin~ tree - and without quotes . 

I t hought t h e -printing extremely eoo d 8 r.d cle cr t hough, of 
nece~~ity I expect, A ~ittle cramped t o get as much on t he page 
es possible. 

I am t oday di spA tching t he pr oofs to you bJ I slen d Courier8 
eo you uhou.L.d receive tneru no~ l Ater than l e dnesdey the 10th. 

fours s in cerely 
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Faber and Faber Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCJN3AU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
FabbefLondon WCI 

Matthew Evans 
T E Faber 

ATGPocock 
George Taylor 

Rosemary Goad 
G17es de fa Mare 
Robert McCrum 

Anthony Wagsttiff 

Secretary 
JDFNichols 

J 5 th Sep tember 1984 

Peter Abrahams 
'Co yaba' 
Re d Hills PO 
St Andrew 
Ja maica 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

I am pleased to encl os e a s et of page p r oofs for your 
novel The View f rom Coyaba and would be most grateful 
if you could check th ese and let me know what corrections 
or changes you wish t o make not later than October 15, 
if that is possible. 

Pro of s are also being very carefully checked h ere 
against your manuscript by one of our proof-readers 
and will be checked in-house at Faber again when 
your corrections are collated with our reader's set. 

If there are any p roblems a t all in c onnection with 
the pro ofs or return date please don't hesitate to 
contact me. 

Registered effice as above y Ou rs s i nc e r e ly 
Registered i'n England 

number944703 /(_ M~ 
Pf Jane Robertson 

Proofs c ontrol ler 
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Faber and Faber Limited 
Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCJNJAU 

Telephone 01278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbaf London WCI 

Matthew Evans 
TEFaber 

ATC Pocock 
Desmond Clarke 

Rosemary Goad 
Gries de la Mare 
Robert MtCrum 

Anthony Wagst.ajf 
Secret.ary 

IV A Floyd 

Registered effice as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

25 September 1984 

Peter Abrahams Esq 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P 0 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr Abrahams, 

I enclose t he proofs of THE VIEW FROM COYABA, together 
with a note from Jane Robertson, our Proofs Controller. 
We are having to send them to t ne agent of the courier 
in Jamaica, the address of which I will cable to you 
and whi ch you should have received by t he time you read 
this l etter . In order to get t hem back to us, p l eas e 
cou ld you t ake them back to that office , and they will 
make arrangements f or the parcel to be couriered back 
to us. If by any chance it is not possible to have us 
b illed direct, l et us know immediately what the bill 
is and we will refund it to you straight away. If there 
is any problem at all, do l et us know. 

We received your l etter of 14 September today , and we 
will try to contact you at Radio Jamaica if there are 
any urgent problems. Faber Inc are pursuing t he 
question of copyright on Udomo and we will let you know 
what comes of it. 

Yours sincerely, 

Kate Hobson 
Assistant to Frank Pike 
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Faber and Faber Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCJN 3AU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbqf London WCI 

Matthew Evans 
TEFaber 

ATGPocock 
George Taylor 

Rosemary Goad 
Gzles de la Mare 
Robert McCntm 

Anthony Wagstqff 

Secretary 
JDFNichols 

Registered q/fice as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

31 September 1984 
M-1/SP 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O.Box 20 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

Thank you for your letter of 12th September. I'm a bit disappointed 
of course that you can't face being "paraded" or "launched" but 
not surprised. I had taken the implication of your earlier comment 
but, as fate has lodged me in a sales department and the house 

mortgage and the childrens' shoes, personal computers and break -
dancing equipment keep me there, I dutifully followed up to have 
it spelt out in words of one syllable. You're not alone amongst 
authors in being unable to stomach publishers parties and we 
are quite happy to do as professional a job as possible of selling 
into the shops and trying 1fa,get displays in them. 

I hope the passage of proofs to and fro is proceeding smoothly 
because I would still like to separate the launch of Coyaba in 
Feb/March from the more general Caribbean writing campaign we 
have later in the season next year. 
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l\ r . Fr ank Pi ke 
F::i ber 6= FPber 
) Queen Square 
Lon don YI . C. 1 

teEJr Mr . Pi ke 

Jryank you f or your l e tter of Sept ember 5th. 

I am sorry but we do n o t use a telex servi c e at RPdi o J Mffiaicf 
The tel ephone ser vi ce s t RPdi o J Amai ca i s u sually reliable. I t is 
my own persona l service, which is a pri mitive rura l .:iervice, wn.i cr 
is not r e liabl e . There should t herefore be no probl em about ge tt: 
any ur gen t messAge t o me by phone thr ough Ra di o J Amf-! ica. 

I go down t o t he r Adi o s t R t i on twice v,e ekl y , on r;_ ondpys and 
F1·idPys, usuAlly at t wo in tne afternoon J P.n.e i ca time , which woul ci 
mAke it about sev en in the even i ng your time . I elli u suRlly ther e 
for abou t t wen t y minute s on eAc h occa s i on, unle s s s ome ur gent 
ma tter come s up. If there i s nee d to t alk t o me pers ona l ly on an y 
pr e ssi ng mA tter I c an arrAng e to me at the ~a dio sta tion a t an 
Pgr eed ~ime . Otherwise t he people ~here will hol d mess::i ge s or ge t 
therr up to me i f they Pre pr e ssing . I hope thi s ans wers your 
c onc ern over ~nything ur gen t arising , though I do no t expect Any 
such emergency at thi s stnge . 

I wi ll in dee d mPke sure that t he proofs ar e returned t o you 
within i 4 days ; t na t i s of cours e pr ovi de you have mRde t he 
'reply pa i d ' arrang emen t with the a ir courfier, a s you indica t ed 
in your l e tter of August 8th. 

Thank you for t Aking cnr e of t Le o ther n1:.:: t t ers , r-rnd you would 
by no w have received my no t e ebout the copyright of A WREATH FOR 
UDOMO. 

Yoyrs sincerely 

UWI L
IBRARIES



Faber and Faber Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCIN3AU 

1eleplzone 01278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbef London WCI 

Matthew Evans 
T E Faber 

ATGPocock 
George Taylor 

Rosemary Goad 
Giles de la Mare 
Robert McCnmz 

Antlzony J,Vagstajf 

Secretary 
JDFNichols 

·5th September 1984 

Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P 0 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 
Wes t Indies 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

Thank you for your letter of 21st August and its enclosures. 
I've as ked for your dedication to be included in the proofs 
of THE VIEW FROM COVABA, which are due at this office on 
September 25th and I hope will be on their way out to you 
within 24 hours, and reach you within another 24 hours . Would 
you be able to return them within 14 days? We want to pass 
the book for press by October 20th, and need to allow time for 
collating your proofs with our house reading and resolving any 
queries. As far as the latter are concerned I wondered if you 
had acces s to a telex machine at Radio Jamaica or elsewhere? 
If the telephone is unreliable it seems the bes t way of dealing 
with anything urgent that might be too unwealdy for a cable. 

I will consult our export department about supplying your German 
reader with books and our rights people about the request from 
Zimbabwe and the Romanian business which Matthew Evans• secretary 
has shown me. 

Registered qffice as above 
Registered 111 England 

number 944703 Yours s incerely 

>-vt .4 ~ \ Cv 

\. I 
Frank Pike 
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f r. f i ~e Ucl enn an 
Frber & FAber 

3 . een S uar e 
Lon don W. C. 

De Rr :t(r. McLennan, 

oyaba I 
Box 20 Red Hills P.O i 

s t. Andre\'i 
Jp .,aica 

12 September 1984 

f hank you f or your letter of September 7. 

I had hope d that the la s t sentence in the second 
par agraph of my l e tter of Augus t 25th would proru pt 
you t o stave of f the inevitable Dunphy request for 
a ' per sona l appe1=1r ance' a t a l aun c11ing/signing pBr ty 
a t hi s Bolivar Gallery/ bookshop. Perha ps I was not 
forthr ight enough. I de test t he~e ' do- ..;) ', e s peci ally 

~ when a snob-cla ss va lue i s as sociRted with them. 

I can as sur e you t hat one mention on Ra dio J Bmaica, 
with wnich I em e::,boci r te d, rm a one onnouncen1en t 
in t he taily Gle Aner, would alert vastly more key 
peopl e i n thi s society t o the publica t ion of Coyaba 
t han would Any number of parties of Du.nphy's. 

PPrties are fine when you want to go to them, what­
ever t he pur pose or motive . Taey Ar e burdens t o 
be avoided like the plague if you don't wAnt to go. 
An d I don't wPnt t o go . I don ' t think the buyi ng of 
a copy of a book of mine should depend on my being 
~ living exhibit n t Bolivar GPllery! 

Be st regar ds 

UWI L
IBRARIES



Faber and Faber Publisher.,· 

7 September 1984 
MM/SP 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
P.O.Box 20 
Red Hills 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 

3 Queen Square Dear Mr Abrahams 
London WCJNJAU 

Teleplzone012786881 Many thanks for your letter of 25th August. Don't worry about the 
Telex 299633, FaberG copy for the possible advertisements or posters, our representative 

Tekgratns Hugh Dunphy and I will try to cobble something together which has 
FabbefLondon WCI impact and yet is faithful to the bock. 

Matthew Evans 
TE Faber 

ATGPocock 
George Taylor 

Rosemary Goad 
Gzles de la Mare 
Robert McCntm 

Anthony Wagstaff 

Secretary 
JD F Niclzols 

Registered qffice as above 
Registered in England 

Your letter prompts me to ask another question I'm afraid. We 
certainly hope for bockshop displays for Coyaba and your other 
available titles in Jamaica in Feb/March (and incidentally again 
in June 1 85 when we are mounting another Caribbean writers campaign) 
but I wonder if we should proceed with the idea of a launch party 
or signing session somewhere. If Hugh Dunphy was to organise a 
perfectly sane civilised launch party (no hype, no speeches, invitations 
vetted by you) with one of the bockshops, would you feel able to 

attend? Obviously it would work wonders if we could alert key 
people to the publication of Coyaba and it would have much more point 
if you were there to talk quietly to the participants and sign a 
few bocks for them . 

number 944703 Please feel free to discuss this 
address if P.O.Box 413, Kingston 

direct with Hugh Dunphy, His 
10, Jamaica (Phone:92- 68799). 

Bes 

cLennan 
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Wr. Fr ank Pi ke 
F~ ber & Ft=i ber 
3 u een S4uare 
L oll don Vi . C. 1 

DeRr Mr. Pi ke, 

September 11 
1984 

I heve jus t been advised t ha t t he U.S. 
copyright of A WREAfH FOR UDOMO is up for 
renewa l not 18 ter than December 31st, 1984. 

Is it possible for t he lunerican a rm of 
!Pbers to ma~e t he renewal application a s 
my duly a \A thori se d agent an d pay the 6 
r ee idtr tion f ee2 

I f t his cannot be done pleRl:le let me kno'fV 
by return (indeed l e t me know u r gently in 
eny ca se) as I 1ay have to a sk Curtis Brown 
t o do it for me, though I would pr efer to 
di s engage . 

Alfred A. Kn opf publi shed UOOMO on Jay 8, 
1956. 

Your s sincerely 
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tlJ 
Curtis Brown, Ltd. $J liast 5G Stact, I ~e'9. Yotk, I l. Y. 10022 Ptaza ,-4200 

575 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba, Red Hill P.O. 
St. Andrew 
JAMAICA BWI 

Dea r Mr. Abrahams: 

August 30, 1984 

This is to notify you that copyright in your work entitled 

A WREATH FOR UDOMO 

which was published by 

Alfred A. Knopf on May 8, 1956 

must be renewed, if you elect to renew it, not later than 

December 31, 1984 

For your convenience we are enclosing an application form 
which contains instructions. 

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 
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Faber and Faber Publisher.r 

3 Queen Square 
London WCJN 3AU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbaf London Jf'CJ 

Matthew Evans 
TE Faber 

ATGPocock 
George Taylor 

Rosemary Goad 
Gzles de la Mare 
Robert McCrum 

Antho,ry Wagsteff 

Secretary 
JDFNtdzols 

Registered qffice as above 
Registered z'n England 

number 944703 

4 September 1984 
ME/CMW 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P . 0 
ST ANDREW 
Jamaica , w. r. 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

This is just to acknowledge and to thank you for your letter 
of 25 August , with its enclosures , to Mr Evans . I'm afraid 
that Mr Evans is at present away in Russia but I will pass the 
correspondence to him when he returns to the office on 
17 September . In the meantime , I will show the letters to 
Frank Pike in case anything should crop up during Mr Evans ' s 
absence . 

Yours sincerely 

;r 
~-i.A'"~c/4 

CM Whittaker (Miss) 
Secretary t o Matthew Evans 
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Coyaba , 
P. O. Box 20 
Red Hills 
St. An drew 
J :=;ma ica 

August 25, 1984 

l\,r. Mike McLennan 
Faber & Faber 
3 Queen Square 
Lon don r; . C. l 

Dear Mr . .McLenrnm, 

It \~BS good to t1ear from the s RJ..es en d of 
Fber for a change and t o know something 
of your plans. 

I am afr Aid, t hough, tha t I am not going 
t o be of any help t o you. Wy min d i s j uBt 
not cued-in t o wha t mRke s for good s a les or 
marketing. I have never been much good at 
promotion, let alon e self-pr omot i on , whi ch is 
what any thing t o do wi th my own book would 
amount to. For thi s r eason I h?ve never 
taken par t in any of t he l aunching or book 
signing partie s whenever I nR d a book out, 
and which are so popular i n this pArt of t he 
world. • 

I appreci a t e your concern for my vi e~s but 
I have no f ear tha t Ba ber will pr omote Coyaba 
a s well and ~s a dcqun tely a~ t hey have done 
all my books over t he se past 30 years an d mor~ 

Bes t wi shes 

Your s sirJcerely 
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Faber and Faber Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCIN JAU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
FabbefLondon WCI 

Matthew Evans 
TE Faber 

ATGPocock 
George Taylor 

Rosemary Goad 
Giles de la Mare 
Robert McCrum 

Anthony Wagstr.ifl 

Secretary 
JDFNzchols 

Registered effice as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

17 August 1984 

MM/SP 
.. 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O. 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

A letter from the sales end of Faber for a change. 

As you know we are still anxious to schedule publication of The View from 
Coyaba for February 1985, ideally for simultaneous publication in the UK 
and the Caribbean, but above all in Jamaica. Our representative Hugh 
Dunphy and I are already deep in the throes of planning a proper launch 
and two of the ideas we're canvassing Olli!.. for a degree of press advertising 
and a bodeshop/library poster. Of course there's a limited amount of 
space to play with in both these items and I'm having trouble coming up 
with short punchy arresting copy and would much appreciate your own advice. 

Apologies in advance if this sounds facile but I want to communicate 
the fact that Coyaba is an important bode, a major evocation of the blad< 
experience, essential reading for any intelligent person - something 
Jamaican's should feel guilty about not having read when it crops up in 
conversations across the island. etc etc. Can I ask if there is a way 
you would like to present your bode, a form of words or a focal point you ' d 
use to capture the attention of readers in Jamaica and the Caribbean 
generally . We really would appreciate your views as it would obviousl y 
be a disaster to prepare something that you found misleading or too 
trite (though it is difficult to be particularly subtle in the"shout 
lines" of an ad or a poster). 

Many thari<s and best wishes to you. 

; 
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Mr. Frank Pi ke 
Faber & Fr ber 
3 Queen Square 
London W. C. l 

Dear .Mr. Pike, 

August 21, 1984 

Thank you for your le tter of August 8: I look forward to 
receiving the proofs when they are ready and I will of course 
prrange to have t hem picked up from the airport aB soon as I ge t 
your de te and time. Our telephone service hBs been particularly 
unreliable in reC \-;nt months an d sending a cable mny be the eA siest 
way. 

I am glad this whole busine ss is n ow out of the way, or neArly 
so and am curious as to whether you have set a publication date 
yet. My own fin al contribution t o the ma ing of t he book is the 
dedication which I would like to reed: 

This book is for the Africans. 
It i s also f or my Daphne, the pre sent-day 
keeper of Coyaba 

On another matter, I enclose herewith a letter from a young 
German rea der which explains itself. I suggest you tell him which 
of t he books are available and t he cost of your dispatching them 
to him. 

I am also enclosing a l etter from N. iss Holt of John Farquharson 
with a request from Zimbabwe. I have retained the sample of their 
work t hey sent because it io rather bulky but if you feel you would 
like to see it I cana:end it. It is essentially schools drama. My 
incl$nation i s to a llow t hem t o go ahead , but without the involveme 
of Fflrquharson. 

Yours sincerely 

enc . Letter f rom Mark Fewell. W. Germany 
Dorras & Wal ker. Zimbabwe 

UWI L
IBRARIES



Faber and Faber Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCIN JAU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbaf London WCI 

Matthew Evans 
TE Faber 

ATGPocock 
George Taylor 

Rosemary Goad 
Giles de la Mare 
Robert McCrom 

Anthony lfagstajf 

Secretary 
JDFNichols 

Registered qffice as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

·8 August 1984 

Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills PO 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 
WEST INDIES 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

All the corrections and restorations listed in your letter of 26 July 
have now been incorporated in the final typescript as promised, and 
your original part structure reestablished. We hope to have proofs 
in the last week of September and propose to send them by air courier 
on, I hope, a 'reply paid' basis so that you can return them the same 
way. You will be told either by telephone or cable the day of des­
patch and the expected time of arrival. Will it be possible for you 
to arrange to have them picked up from the airport? 

A colleague is now drafting a contract on the lines we discussed last 
year. We have noted your request regarding American royalties, and 
it may be that American publication should be the subject of a separate 
agreement with our American arm, Faber and Faber Inc in Boston . 

I hope you received safely my cable and letter about THIS ISLAND NOW. 

You·rs sincerely, 

~r~~ 
FRANK PIKE 
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Scene One. 

(The Usherette closes t h e auditorium doors and introduces the play t o the 
audience . ) 

Good evening, ladies and gentlemen . We are going t o present t o y ou 
a play entitled "She Can't Even Cook Sadza". The action of t he play 
takes place in Zimbabwe and South Africa . All t he act ors take ?art 
in t he c horus as well as acting their own parts . 

( She begins to walk away . As she does s o , there is a violent knocking on t~e 
door and someone can be heard shouting "Let me in, Let r.ie in". The usherette 
r uns back to the door . She opens it . Wids r ushes in . He is obviously very 
agitated and repeats over and over to himself, "Why did s he do it? Why did 
she d o it?" The usherette appr oaches him.) 

Usherette : What do you think you are doing? Don't you know t ;'lere is a pl ay 
about to start1 Come on , get out. 

Wids: Something dreadful has happened. I've go t to talk to so~eone. You, 
come here. 

(He grabs a woman out o f the audience.) 

Wids: 

Girl : 

Why did she do it? I didn ' t want he r to d o it . 

What are you talking about? Leave me alone. 

Usherette: Come on , you ' re drunk. Get out . (Sh e tries to take hold of Wids . ) 

Wids: Don ' t come nEnr me. I' m warning you . 

( The women rush off . Wids stares after t h em, sti ll in a statt: ui s'., :;-::: . ) 

Wids: Why did she do it? I never r.ieant it to happen . I wish 1 c ould start 
again . (Pause. Wids calms down, as he begin:; t o r ecall his past . ) 
I re~e mber there was a group of us .f 

(At t his point two groups , one men, the other women, enter froc. opposite sides 
of t he stage . Vimbai is walking slightly in front of the other wo~en . They 
are talking a nd laughing . One of them claps his hands and t he y all fre e ze like 
statues . Wids starts walking amongst the group of men . ) 

Wids : We were always laughing , drin..lting. Playing with the girl~ . (He sees 
Vimbai). I remember , the first time Isa~ her . She was standing 
alone . She looked so beautiful. 

(The statues explode into life and the two groups begin to taunt each other. 
One of the girls runs towards the boys, a nd hitches her s kirt up . Loud 
applause f r om the men . Shrieks from the women . Wids and Vimbai a re (;r abbed 
by their respective groups and pus hed t oge t her . The groups then with draw 
slightly and listen intently and react , in 'mock roaantic ' fas t ion t o Wids 
declaration of love.) 

Wids : Vimbai listen t o me l I know you are very young and we boti1 k:.n<?w that 
if we iarry we must work hard to ge t a home of our own . But_Just 
think of it

1
Vimbai , y ou and I together• We will b~y a few t hings for 

the house. People will give us t hings on our marriage . I ' m asking 
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Wids : you t o s hare my life Vimbai. To have my c hildren . To make me t he 
happiest man alive . J 

2 . 

(Exit 

I will start paying lobola as s oon as I can Vimbai . I do not want to 
spend one minute away from you! 

Wids and Vimbai .) 

Chorus: 

Gir ls : 

Boys: 
G .: 
G: 
B: 
B: 
B: 
G: 
All : 
G: 
B: 
G: 

Al l : 

Aaah ! 

Shar e a l ife t oge the r. 

Build a home fo r two . 
Later we ' ll have c hildren . 
Aboy fo r him. 
A girl for you . 
The payments for lobola. 
The rent and sales tax too . 
Our life is gettinr harder. 
What a r e we going to do? 
Why did you go to the beer hall? 
Why did you buy· t hat dress? 
You ' re always spending money. 
You're always wanting money . 
We can ' t live like this . 

(A stat ion plat f or m. Actor s c r eate t he s ound of a trai n arri ving . ) 

(Enter Wids, Vimbai , ~arufu and Zingizi . ) 

Wids : Goodbye , Vi~bai , help t he ~ at home . I' ll be back as soon as I can . You 
knaw we nwed the money . 

Vimbai : If you t h ink we need the money ':lids . 

Father : Don ' t for get your home , rr.y son, and your wife . 

Wids : How i s it possible? 

(Exit Wids . The other s wave after him for a while as t he t r ain leaves , t o t he 
sound of: 

He ' s going away . He ' s going away , 
For get ting his home . Forgetting t is wife . 
I t ' s ~oney he wants . I t ' s money he wants . 

CEO~US: Months passed . 
Vimbai heard nothing . 
Wher e are the dresses? 
Where was t he money? 
Living with Wids parents . 
Life was hard and lonely . 
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Scene Two . 3. 

(I-ia rufu and Zingizi' house. Vimbai is polishing t he flo or. Harufu stands 
watching her. Then Zingizi enters . ) 

~iarufu: Baba, how was your day? You l ook very tired . Sa dza is nearly r eady . 
It would be on the table but you k now how slow Vi mbai is •. .. Vi rnbai , stop 
polishing t hat f l o or and get t he sadz a1 

Vimbai: You just told me t o ~)olish the floor. Now you tell me t o get the sadza . 
You treat me like a slave in t his hous e . 

Narufu: How can you speak to your ~other like t hat? Honestly wl-.y did Wids marry 
you? You s how no respec t and you can ' t even c ook sadza. 

Vimbai: What a r.: I • • ••• 

ZiJt£;izi : Stop it ! You two are always arguing . There 's no peace since '::ids l eft 
t his house. I don't k n ow what t ha t son of mine ex pects r.:e to do . I ' ve 
got t o work all day and c ome back to a dirty house f ull of fi g~ting 
women . 

Vimbai: But father, everything I do is wrong •• ••• 

· ·:arufu: You steal t he fo od out of our mouths . You bring nothing into t he house. 
How long are we supposed t o keep a useless t hing like you? 

Zingizi: Quiet Woman ! Leave her alone . She ' s trying but i t'! ha rd. I ts ha rd fo r 
us all; can ' t you understand, Vimbai? 

Vimbai : It ' s you(son who ' s left me here. vlhen is he coming h ome? 

Marufu: You kn ow we ' ve heard noth i ng ! (Ex:i t Zingizi a nd r-~r u f u . ) 

Chor us : Nothingi No t hin~ ! No t hin£ ! 

(A few membe r s of t he c horus approach Vimbai, and surround Her. The y oe gi n t o 
push her violentl y, as t he Chor us chants:) 

Chor us : Sweep it up! 
Pick it u p ! 
·v✓ash it u p ! 
Wipe it u p ! 
Clear it up ! 
Clean it U j) ! 

NOW ! 

(Exit chorus.) (Enter Sindi and Shelley.) 

Vimbai : Its been so long s ince I ' ve seen you_,Sindi and Shelley . 

Sindi : Not since Wids left . 

Shelley: It s been such a long time. 

Vimbai: I can ' t rret out . Le t ' s go quickly , be f ore t i e y see you . 

(They start walkin g • • ••. • • ) 

Sindi: So t he y don ' t even let y ou out of t he house? 

Shelley: What d o you do all day? 

Vimbai : Work. 

Sindi: It's t errible , we must ge t you away . 
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4 . 
Shelley: Come and have some fun.(The girls carry on walking on t he s po t.) 

(Enter Steve, Joe and Tods. They sit on the edGe of the stage and sta rt t o mine 
a car. Tods is driving. Steve and Joe are in the back , drinl:ing. Aft er a 
wr.ile Joe turns and notices the girls. He slaps Tods on the s houlder. ~ods 
turns and sees girls. He brakes and t he car skids to a halt. They wind t he 

windows down.) 

Steve: 

Joe: 

Sindi: 

Steve: 

Sindi: 

Where are you going girls? 

Want a lift? (Sindi goes up t o the car.) 

Where are you going? 

Want to come with us? 

Just a minute. 

(Sindi goes back to the other two. The y go into a huddle. Virnbai i s reluc tan t t o 
go. Sindi and Shelley return to the car.) 

Sindi: He haven't got any money on us. 

Shelley: (Agreeing, looking sorrowful.) No money. 

1 
ioe: 
• Vimbai: 

Joe: 

Steve: 

Tods: 

Don't worry about that! 

When will we get back? 

What does it matter1 

I hope she's not going t o waste our time . 

Don't worry, I'll make sure you get balm wh en you want to. 

(With screams of de l ight, Sindi and Shelley jump in the bac}~ with Steve and Joe. 
Vimbai goes round to the front next to Tods, who starts u p t ~e car.) 

Tods: 

Vimbai: 

Tods: 

Vimbai: 

Tods: 

• 1imbai: 

Vimbai isn't it? You work ed in my s hop. D' you re□er;1b er? I wa s n a na ger 
atO.K.'s 

Oh yes. I remember you. 

You weren't there long. What made you lteave. 

I got married. 

Where's your husband now? 

In South Africa. 

~Steve leans forwards over Vimbai.) 

St~ve: 

Vimbai: 

D'you want a drink? 

No I don't drink. 

Shelley: Come on)Vimbai, why not try it. It doesn't h urt you. 

Sindi: Yeah go on. You live like a good woman and look at you. All y ou d o is 

work. 

Shelley: Only men say women can't drink. They like t o k eep t he best t tinbs for 
themselves. 

Steve: We don't try to stop you drink ing ! 

Shelley: If I was your wife, you'd sto p me. 
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Steve: 

Joe: 

Tods: 

That's different . You don 't go out drinking with your wife ! 

Only other people's wives. 

Shut up you t wo ! I' m sorry a bout that. All t hey do is drink . 
women who don''t drink. 

I l i l--:e 

S teve, Joe, Shelley, Sindi : Oh Yeah ! 

Joe: He say s t hat to all t he nice girls . 

Sindi : 

Steve: 

Joe: 

Tods : 

Joe: 

Sindi: 

Aren 't we nice girls? 

Of course you are. (Cuddles.) 

Can't we go somewhere more c omfortable? 

Alright, let's stop and decide what t o d o . 

Just wait a minute girls . 

Don 't take too long! 

( The men get out of the car and cross over to the other side o f t he staGe . ) 

Joe: 

,eve : 

Tods : 

Joe : 

Tods : 

Joe : 

Tods: 

Joe: 

We're having t he t wo at t h e back . 

Sally and Shirley ..... or whatever t heir names a re. 

That 's fine. 

I don't think you ' ll get far wi th he r. 

We'll see . 

I bet you don't get he r into bed then . 

How much? 

Five dollars. (They shake on it. The girls get out of the car . ) 

Shelley: Are you going to be a l l night? We want some fun, don 't we, Sindi? 

Sihdi: 

Steve: 

Sindi: 

('1elley: 

Yeah , let's go boogie. 

( Grabbing Sindi) Let's go . There' s a new place. Some f r iends of mine 
are in a band t here . 

Oh yeah fine what are we waiting for? 

(blowing kisses at Joe). Come on , big boy . 

(Tods accompanies Vimbai and t he three couples start walking on the spot . They 
are surrounded by t h e c hor us .) 

CHORUS : So t he bet is on 
Vimbai is cold 
What can Tods do? 
What you gonna do Tods? 
What you gonna do? 
Put your arm r ound her, 
Put your a r m round her, 
Go on! do i t! do it ! 

(Vimbai l ooks round and Tods uses his extended arm to scratch his head . Vimbai 
smiles at him and he does put his a r m r ound her . He then , uts his t ~u~b up to 
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( . •. • t he other couples. All t hre e cou,l es fre eze.) 

Ci:ORUS: Keep tryin5 ,Tods, 
She's not so cold 
Tell her you love he r 
You want her 
You need her 
One day you'll marry her , 
You ' l l never deceive her , 
Will you Tods? 

) 

,, 
t, • 
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c :"lORUS: Wids wanted money 
He went down South 
The land of gold 
And a:!_)artheid . 
The money flowed 
And so did the drink 
And always 
Always • . wor.ien 

Scene Three . 

One evening •..• in Wids flat •. 

(Enter Wids . He collapses , sonewhat exhausted in a c hair . There is a knocl: at 
the do ~r. He coes over and opens it . ) 

\·lids: 

Simba: 

Wids : 

Simba: 

, ids : 

Simba: 

Wids : 

S imba : 

Come in 1 Simba, sit down . What ' s wrong with you? 

I r eally want to s ee my family . I just got a letter. Ey brother is ill. 

That ' s bad .••• 

Sor.ietirnes I hate being here . 

Corne on ! You ' re making more money here than you ' d eve r r:ake at home . 
You ' re having more fun . I t ' s a good life . 

How can you say that? 

When I wa s at house I didn ' t have enough money to buy a pair of trousers 
- MY wife was always wanting money f r om ne - •.• It was terrible . I can 
do what I like here . 

No, you can't . Money makes you blind ! The white ' s boss here . You can ' t 
live in a white man ' s a r ea , even walk there without a pass ...• They give 
you just enough money to keep you quiet ••.• 

Wids : Suits me fine ! Cone on , you need a dr ink. We both need a dr ink . 
(Exit Wids and Simba . ) 

(The Chorus enters and takes up statue- like poses of peopl e in a disco . ) 

Wids: 

Simba : 

Wids : 

Simba : 

Look at that woman
1

Simba . I have feelings about her. 

(confused) What kind of f e elings? 

You are not a k i d . I want that woman over there . . You go and order 
brandy and I will ~ti~ invite her to drink with us . 

o.K. Wids . Give me the cash and I will do everything quickly . 

(Wids appr oaches t he woman . As he t akes her hand , the statues gome alive and 
start to dance . They form a r ing r ound Wids and the ~ir l . One of t he c ~orus 
goes off and grabs a bench . He is a bus driver . The other s dance away from 
Wids a nd the gir l . They fo r m separate lines of men and women behind the driver . 

The music stops . The chorus cha nges into people on the bus . Simba s houts to 
Wids : " Hey , Wids the bus ." They look a r ound and notice ever yone has gone . ) 

Wids : Can I take you home? 

Girl: You can tal~e ne , but you can ' t stay . 

Wids : We ' ll see about that . (They join the bus . ) 
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Ci-IO.ctUS: Everything costs you 
Here in S.A. 
Pay your bus fare 
Pay your girlie 
Buy a night 
Of love 
Forget tomorrow 
Let 's live now! 
Forget the family 
Forget the home 
Forc;et the wife 
Yeaht 

(The bus dissolves on the "yeah .y 

r 
(; . 
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Scene Four 

(Enter Tods and Vimbai .) 

Tods: We 've been seeing each other for a long time. When are you goine to love 
me? 

Vimbai: You know I can•t
1
Tods. I told y ou f r om the beginning. We are only 

friends. 

Tods: You are my only friend. Can't you see 1Vimbai? I am s pending all my time 
with you. I'm spending money on you - everything. I want you Vimbai. 

(Enter Wids and the girl from the opposite side of the stage.) 

Wids: 

Girl: 

Wids: 

Girl: 

Wids: 

Tods: 

That was a great night. When are we going t o do it agijin? 

You r eally like me? 

Of course I do. You know t hat. 

How do I know? You men are all t he same . Women mean nothing to you. 

Well I'm different , you'll see •••• We'll spend s ome time together . I'll 
make you happy . 

I could make you s o happy , Virnbai . What a re you waiting for? A man 
who'll never r etur n? How long is it Vimbai? When did you last see him? 
Get a letter from him? 

Vimbai : He went away about a year ago . I' ve had one card. He said he was in 
Jo'burg. 

Tods: One card in a year ! Do you think t~~t man loves you? I wouldn ' t t r eat 
you like t hat. I would always look after you •••••• (He tries to put his 

arm round he r. She walks away.) Why did he go anyway? 

Vimbai: He had to leave. 

Tods : Why? 

Vimbai : We needed money . He had to get money for both of us • 

.-lids: (counting notes) Here tak e t his. 

Girl: I don't want your money . I'm not a prostitute. (She turns to go , and 

Wids grab s her.) 

Wids: 

Girl: 

Wids: 

Girl: 

Wids: 

Girl: 

I know you're not a prostitute. 
dress. I think you're beautiful . 

You really want t o see me again? 

Yeah, sure . 

You're not just playing with me? 

This is just a pre s ent . Buy yourself a 
I want to see you at your best . 

What do you think? 

d ' f f t •1ost men want something all t he ti~e. I'~ Perhaps you are i e ren. 1 

going to buy a lovely dress for you . It's only for you now . 
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10 . 

(Wids starts to go . She grabs him.) 

Girl: 

Wids: 

Vimbai: 

Tods: 

Vimbai: 

Tods: 

Vimbai: 

Tods: 

Vimbai: 

Tods: 

' 7imbai: 

Are you married? 

Of course not. I'm free as a birdl 

I'm a married woman1Tods . I can't go with you. You know t hat 1 

And your husband? Do you think he's alone now? 

Just leave me alone. I can't stand it any more! 

You can't st~nd it anymore? What about me? You want me to t ake you 
out. You want me to buy you things. You don ' t give me anything . 

Listen1Tods ••••••• 

No you listen! You're just using me until your husband comes bac!~ ••• 

No Tods! 
I 

Then prove it •••• 

Give me time. You know I'm living with Wids ' parents. It·•s dangerous . 
It's dangerous even seeing you •..• if they find out •••• 

Tods: Al r ight , but I warn you
1 

Vimbai , don 't wait too long. 

(Exit Tods. Vimbai watches him, and then turns to go . She notice s Rudo, who has 
been watching her all the time. She tries to carry on walking calmly a wa y . 

Occasionally, though , s he turns r ound anxiously. Rudo is still watching her. 
Vimbai hurries off. Rudo calls t he Chorus.) 

Rudo: 

CHORUS: 

Quick, c ome here. I've j ust seen her, with a man. 

Who? Who? 

Rudo: That girl , Vimbai. 

CHORUS: 

Rudo: 

Woman: 

CEORUS: 

Rudo: 

CHOrtUS: 

Rudo: 

CHURUS: 

Rudo: 

Woman : 

Rudo: 

Vimbai ! Vimbai ! 

Living with her husband's parents. 

Playing wi t h another man l 

Women like that! Women like t hat ! 

I won't let he r speak t o my daughter. 

We mustn 't let her in the church . 

She's t he sort of woman 
She 's t he k ind of woman 
She's t he t ype of woman. 
Pah! 

We were never like t hat. 

Never! Never! 

Always waited for our husbands . 

Always worked f or them too. 

We didn't want a good time. 
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Ci-iOrtUS : Did you? Did you? 

Rudo: Girls today have no respect. 

CHOrtUS: • They t hink they're men too. 

' 
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Scene Five . 11. 

(Zingizi and r-'.arufu' s house . ~ n gizi is r eading the ne wspaper . There is a :,i l e of 
washing on t he floor, which Marufu is examining. She walks to t he door, and 
looks out . ) 

Mar u f u : This is t he second Sunday, she's been gone a ll day. There's a ll t he 
washing to do. The c ooking . And Rudo s a ys she ' s been out with a nan l 

Zin gizi : You say she definitely saw her with t his man? 

Mar ufu : They saw her . 

3 ingizi: So there is nothing to do . We can't keep her here any lon ge r. vl "::: y did 
Wids leave without giving he r a c hild . 

Marufu: So you blame Wids 1 You t hink it 's his faul t s he's b ecor.ie a pros t i t u te ? 

Zingizi : I didn't say that. But you know he has sent no ~o ney - no l e t te r s , 
nothing . We are left to keep his wife - t~ d o everythin~•••• 

(Enter Vi:nbai . ) 

Mar ufu: 

Haruf u : 

Vimbai: 

Maru fu: 

Vimbai : 

Where h ave you bee n? 

I think you k nO\v . I've been with my friend. 

You have a lot of men friends now . 

I have one . I saw you r friend Rudo spying 
) J 

on us . 
stor y I suppose. 

(slapping Vimbai . ) You prostitute! I don't want 
h ouse . Eating my food . Sleeping with o t !1er □en 1 

I have not slept with any ~an; •.••. 

She told y ou t he 

dirt like yo u in n y 

Zingizi : You must take your t ~ings to your Aunt ' s house, Virnbai. 

Virnbai : 

Zincizi: 

C:-:OR~S: 

Vimbai: 

C: 

I a~ sorry father. I p romise, up to t his ti~e , we are only frie nds. 
Father , I have been so lonely, hearin g nothinc . I ' m youns . I can ' t 
help it it soMetimes I want t o go out, have fun. I t ' s so ~ard . I have 
triecl . 

A married wonan cannot be have i n t his way . She has duties . We have 
kep t you1 Vimbai . Put the food into your nouth . We cannot allow y ou t o 
behave like t his . What would Wids say? When he returns , everythins wil 
be de c ided . Goodbye , Vimbai . (Exit Marufu and Zingizi . ) 

You k new it would happen. 

But what have I done? 

You're a marr ied woman, Vimbai . 

You have a duty . 

You must obey . 

V: But where is my husband? 

C: He ' s workin g . 

For you1Vimbai . 
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Sce ne S (cont.) 

Vimbai: But why must I? 

C.1-iORUS: Don't ask question s1 

(Vimbai runs away, as if tryinc to escape from everythinG• 
Shelley.) 

Sindi: 

Vimbai: 

Shelley: 

Vimbai: 

What ' s the matter 1Vimbai? 

They've sent me away. 

Your Mother and Father, t hat 's bad . 

What can I do now? 

Shelley: How can we help her? What's she going to do? 

Enter Sindi a nd 

Sindi: 

Vimbai: 

She 's got to go some~here. What about your own family? 

They're very poor. I don't want to do t hat . 

Sindi: What about Tods? 

. Vimbai: What will people say? What if Wids cooes back? 

12 . 

~Shelley: Listen1 Vimbai. Worry about today. Where else can you go? Tods can 
help you. You can get money from him. 

Sindi: But be careful . Don ' t get pregnant. That way you 're still a free 
woman if Wids, «.mm if Wids comes home . 

Shelley : Anyway
1 

Tods wouldn ' t want a pregnant woman . (They take Vimbai off.) 

(Enter Tods , walking. Steve and Joe rush up to him .) 

Steve: Hey Tods ~ 

Tods(turning.) : What is it? 

Joe : 

Tods : 

Steve: 

Steve: 

Tods : 

Steve: 

Joe: 

Vimbai's looking for you . They've kicked her out. 

Who? 

Come on ! You know , her parents . You ' ve been seen to~ether . 

Look,Tods , you ' re in t r ouble . She wants to stay with you . 

Well, that's fiDe• 
Tods, it doesn't matter about the bet. This is different. This isn't 
just sleeping with her. She wants you to keep her . You must be careful 
Tods. 

That's righ t . She ' s going to trap you Tods . 

Tods: I'll keep her for as long as I want , If s he's any trouble, I'll throw 
her out. I know how to treat women, I'm not a child . Come on . Le t ' s 
go and find her . 

CHORUS: Vimbai's with Tods 
She's got a man 
Sometimes she wonders 

Where is Wids7 
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CHORUS (cont.): Two years now 
Not a word 
Why did he marry her 
Just to leave her? 
Does he ever 

Want to see her 
Again? 
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Scene 6 

(Wid's flat in S.A. The girl stands with her bac~ to t te audience , trying t o do 
up her skirt . Wids watches her.) 

Wids : You're getting fat. But I like m~ wonen fat . So t hat 's a l ri~~t . 
(He approaches her . She backs away.) 

Wids : What ' s the matter? 

Girl: Nothing . I just don't like being called fat, that ' s all. And I ' ve rot 
to go . 

Wids: 

Girl : 

Wids : 

Girl : 

What 's t he hurry? 

I've got to see the doctor. I' m not feeling well . 

You didn't say anything to me . You 're not pregnant, are you? 

Of course not . (Girl exits.) 

(Wids i tar es after her . Then he goes off stage and r eturns with a suitcase . He 
starts pacl~ing. Enter Simba.) 

Simba: What are you doing
1
Wids? 

dids : I've got to go . I've got t o leave t his place. 

Simba: Why? I thought you loved it here? 

Wids : Things have c hanged . I think r..y girl 's pregnant . 

Sirnba : Do you r eally have to leave her like t his? 

She was alr ight for a good tine . But t hat was all . I told her . She knew 
the sit~ation . I: m a married nan . 

Sinba : You told her that? 

Wids : Not exactly. Ah, look , you know how it is Simba . Women don't want to 
hwar t hose kind o f things. They want you t o lie to ~h e~ . 

Simba : That 's not true, Wid5; and you know it . You've treated he r like dirt . 
been good t o you . 

She' 

Wids: You marry her t hen. You seem to like her. I'm going home . I want to see 
my wife. 

5imba: Son of a bitch . 
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Scene 9 (cont.) l o . 

Wids: Sh e can throw her bastard off t he Birchenough Br i d ge f or all I car e . 
(Laugh ter. Freeze . ) 

(Vimbai tak es her hands from her face, and looks at t he sleeping c hild . She 
reaches over and takes t he pillow f r om t h e t op o f t he bed. Start s t o sing 
softly . Lifts t h e pill ow t o her chest and rocks it as if it were t he c :ri.ld . 
Suddenly s he pushes t h e pillow ont o t he ch ild's face, and s uffocate s t he 
c hild. Holds t he cushion t here •• •• •• ) 
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M"r. Frank Pike, 
Fber & Faber 
3 Queen SquAre 
London WC l NJ AU 

Dear :rlr. Pi ke , 

July 26. 1984 

Herewith my responses t o the fina l edited version of the manuscript. 
Be cause of the very l arge number of errors I had t o go t hrough it several 
time s . The whol e chore would have been quicker end ea sier if you had 
given Anne Walmasey that ori gina l li s t of cor rections. You will find 
many references t o that list i n t he one I enclose with this letter. Please 
l et Anne Walmsley see a copy of this presen t list , and I expec t it t o 
ge t more seri ou s and r es pectful a ttention than my earlier list received. 
I wou l d hate t o have t o make t he s eme cor rections on t he galleys! 

You wi ll not e tha t I have asked f or t he res tora tion of a few cuts 
a t points where I fe lt the cuts diminished t he impact of the story. The se 
were short s o t ha t the bulk of Anne Walmsley's cuts are in t Pct. I have 
al so quarrelled with bits of editing which I thought sloppy and with one 
or two ca ses of 'editing out' of provoca tive or controversial i deas. 
A new t echnol ogice l barbarism may sound wildly shocking until we think 
of Ageht Or ange and defoliants and t he scientfftm use of human hair and 
skin by the Nazis and t he new generation of weapons tha t kill people but 
le~ve real estate inta ct! The new technologica l barbarism is not all t ha t 
f ar off and editing i t out won't make it go away. I found the straight cuts 
generally more acceptable than t he changes and I suggest you pay close 
a ttention to my comments on the se. 

Now for the shape and struc ture of t he book. As you must kn ow by now 
I do no t think your place name s for section heads, with or without da tes, 
is any sort of improvement on my original structure with its six much 
more bal anc ed an d integra ted sections each hea ded by the narr, e s of t he key 
pers onali t i es 6f the story. And I f rankl y do not think nin e numbered 
chapters does anything for t he appearance of the book and your non-reader 
booksellers will certainly l earn nothing f rom tha t. In any event, you 
have other ways of getting t o bookseller~r ather t han rearranging the 
concept and appear ance of my book. I must therefore in sist tha t t he 
appear ance of the boqk remain s as I f irst conceived it and l Ri d it out. 
None of your alterna tive suggestions are an i mprovemen t on that. If any 
had been I woul d have accept ed it. 

Sorry I cannot he lp you with the blurb; I have no competence at it 
qnd I do no t t h ink writers should be involve d in writing t heir o~ blurbs. 
Just one small point of f act. Mi chael Manl ey ' s government di d n ot 
'collapse ' ; it was vo ted out of office in t he gen er al e l ections of 1980 

I n ca se you have mi s l a i d my 
them r epr oduced in t hat Reader' s 

ori gina l section hea di ngs 
Repor t you sent me ~ a 

Yours sincerely ~ - l 

you will fin 
year ago. 
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Faber and Faber Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London lf'CIN JAU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
FabbefLondon lf'Cl 

Matthew Evans 
TE Faber 

ATC Pocock 
George Taylor 

Rosemary Goad 
Giles de la Mare 
Robert McCrom 

Anthony Wagstqf 

Secretary 
JDFNichols 

Registered qffice as ab(ll}t 
Registered t'n England 

number 944703 

27 July 1984 

Peter Abrahams Esq 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P 0 
St .Andrew 
Jamaica 
West Indies 

Dear Mr Abrahams, 

Further to my cable of today, I still haven't solved the mystery 
of the discrepancy between the Faber and Knopf editions of THIS 
I SL.ANTI NOW but I have now been able to cam.pare them and it is 
perfectly true that 19 pages of text appear in t he latter which 
are missing from the fonner . After some discussion here I'm 
writing to propose that we reissue the book in paperback early 
in 1985, including this passage. I hope this meets wi t h your 
approvalo We need to put the work in hand pretty well innnediately 
so I shall look forward to hearing f:rom you whether you agree as 
soon as possible. 
I have already asked Curtis Brown New York whether the US market 
will be available for us. 

With best wishes. 

Yoursr e~~ \) 

Frank Pike 
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Mr. Fr,mk Pike 
Faber & Faber Ltd., 
3 Queen SquPr e 
Loncion WCl N3 AU 

Dear ir. Pi ke , 

August 3 , 
1984 

Thank you for your cabl e and letter of 
July 27 concer n i ng the r eissaeing of 

THI S I SLAND NOW with the mi ssing pa ssage 

included . It seems a sensible s olution t o 
an unfor t unate matter and I nave no objection. 

Your sincerely 
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Faber and Faber Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCIN JAU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbef London WCI 

Matthew Evans 
TEFaber 

A TGPocock 
George Taylor 

Rosemary Goad 
Giles de la Mare 
Robert McCrom 

Anthony Wagstaff 

Secretary 
JDFNicho!s 

Registered qffice as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

Peter Abrahams Esq 
Coyaba 
Red Hills PO 
St .And:rew 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr Abrahams, 

I'm very relieved to !mow that the manuscript of TEE VIEW 
FROM COY.AEA arrived safely. I'm sorry it took such a long 
time to reach you: we did consider sending it by air courrier 
but ~he cost was terrifying. However, I think we will have 
to consider it again when sending you proofs, which will of 
course be somewhat easier to handle. If you want to restore 
any of the cuts and changes which have been made, please let 
us !mow what they are as soon as possible. 

Both Anne and I should have been more explicit about our 
reasons for suggesting place names as part-tit leso In a 
way they are extrinsic to our feelings about the text as 
such: the aim was to bring out the immense scope of the novel 
by making it easier to demonstrate to a widely dispersed 
and varied readership all over the world, both before and 
after publication, bearing in mind that our first customers 
are booksellers who don't necessarily read everything before 
they order it. Speaking personally, I f ound them a great 
help towards keeping the whole novel in my mini while 
rereading it at intervals over several days (and I think 
there will be few who will have the time to read it at a 
sitting). However, as you have pointed out, the blurb can 
help with this as well, and I enclose a first draft of one 
for your comments (it is much in :need of improvement). I 
have talked the question over with Anne, and we both feel 
that if I fail to persuade you to accept our idea then the 
best solution is, as you say, to have simply a prelude 
followed by nine chapters referred to simply by numbers. 

The paintings you sent us are now with our jacket design 
agency, to whom I handed them over recently after having them 
in my own possession. The photographs and negatives you 
sent in October are also safely with our Publicity Department. 
I look forward to hearing from you with your comments on 
the typescript. 
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THE VIEW FROM COYAEA by Peter Abr ahams 

Only Peter Abrahams could have written this novel . I t begins and ends 

at Coyaba - the rugged, busL-cover ed piece of land in Red Hills , 

behind Kingston, J amaica , where he ha s made hi s home since the fift ies. 

Wi t h the principal char acters a family descended from runauay 

slaves in Jamaica, whose own ancestors were brought from the Gu.inea 

coast of Africa, t he book spa.~s 150 years of black people ' s history : 

[~t before t he Emancipation i n 1833 until just bef or e t he 

~ of Michael Manle~v• s government and the ousting of Idi Amin 

in 198'J . This history is brought marvel-:ously to life in a series of 

significant epi sodes : the southern USA in 1912 ; Liber ia in 1932; Uganda 

and Kenya in 1953; Guinea and Niger ia and Uganda again in 1972; J amai ca 

in 1980. The different kinds of black communities in all these places 

are vividly and authori tatively evoked, as are the kinds of individual 

r elationships (especially between men and women) which emer ge from them. 

In the course of the story Abrahams creates many unforgettable 

and well- rounded characters : Samson, t he leader of t he runaway slaves; 

the matriarch Sarah, grandmother of Jacob the pioneer ing missionary 

i n Liberia and bishop in Uganda; and his son David the r evolutionarf. 

The reader also meets a number of historical characters . 

Born i n South Africa, from where he came to England before moving 

to Jamaica, Peter Abrahams is the author of many novels and the 

famous and best-selling autobiography, TELL FREEDOM. His work has 

always concerned i tself with the human dimension to history and 

politics. This monumental novel is the cr owning achievement of 

his career. 
UWI L

IBRARIES



Faber and Faber Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WC!NJAU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbaf London WCI 

Matthew Evans 
TE Faber 

ATGPocock 
George Taylor 

Rosemary Goad 
Giles de la Mare 
Robert McCrum 

Anthony Wagstaff 

Secretary 
JDFNi"chols 

Registered qffice as above 
Registered t'n England 

number 944703 

28th February 1984 

Peter Abrahams 
' Coyaba ' 
Box 20 
Red Hills PO 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 
West Indies 

Dear Peter 

It was a great pleasure to meet you wh ile I was in 
Kingston. Thank you for the rum and the avocado 
(which was delicious) . 

I've spoken to Fabers on my return about VIEW FROM 
COYABA , and you can be sure that a copy of the novel, 
marked up with editorial suggestions , wi l l be with 
you b y the end of th i s month. Providing the editorial 
discussions aren ' t too long - drawn - out , there ' s 
absolutely no reason why we should not launch the 
book with great fanfares, both here and in the 
Caribbean , in the Spring of 1985. It would, by 
the by, form part of a major Faber fiction promotion, 
which would only be to its advantage , I feel . 

We ' re also looking to bring some new vitality to 
our Caribbean publishing with a promotion of writers 
li ke yourself, Derek Walcott, John Hear n e , Wilson 
Harris , and a new one , Cary l l Phillips . I hope to 
be writing to you very soon about a very specific 
l ist of suggestions for new Abrahams as paperbacks, 
in a uni f orm edition. 

With very best wishes, 

Yours, 

1\~~ 
,/' 

Robe r t Mccrum 

P.S. If there are any points o r queries you would like 
to take up with me, please don't hesitate to ca ll. 
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• 1 March 1984 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Box 20 
Red Hills PO 
St Andrew 
JAMAICA 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

I will try and make this a short letter! Anne and I were able 
to discuss your letter of February 6 earlier this week, and the 
result is that she will start work on your t ypescript straight 
away with a view to our letting you have our detailed editorial 
suggestions early in March . Your posi tion is entirely reasonable, 
and in the editing our aim will be to follow your prescription, 
and you will most certainly have a final say as to whether we have 
succeeded - that is, you will have approval of the final typescript. 

With best wishes, 

Your s sincerely, 

lvw 1{ 
FRANK PIKE 

A~ ~ 1vv~+ 
~ .o(~\ 5 or-A 
k.1.-,CJ-'Y r lA/2 
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Mr. Frank Pike 
Faber & Ff.l ber 
3 Queen Square 
London WCl 

Dear Mr. Pike, 

J une 26 , 1984 

'rhe n. anuscript ha s now arrived and I will write you in de tail 
on the text and the points you raise when I have gone through it. 
I f it is consistent with Anne Walmsley' s indica tions in her f irst 
r evision I expect us to have no r eal difficulties. 

I expect Anne Walms l ey will have told you how appalled I was 
to di scover t hat you had not given her t hat list of cor rections I 
sent you all of nine month s ago, an d a quick and random check 
showed mi s t ake s in t he fin a l t ex t which would ha.ve been pi cke d up 
if you had given her t hRt l i s t. I hav0, as she must have t old you, 
sent her a copy of t hat l ist. I hope you have no t similarly lost 
or misplaced the photograph, negatives and coloured illustra tions I 
sent you a s t he se canno t be r epl aced. 

a 
What I do fin d a ma jor s tivking point is the i dea of / novel 

having section heads tha t are geogr apgic loca tions. It is almost 
on a par with t he i dea of dr opping da tes into the text ; bot h of 
which would be fine in a travel book or a re ference book or a general 
political di scussion book , but surrely not in a work of fic t ion, no 
matter how realistic or bedded in history and geography and having 
historical figures a s part of the narative. I am prepared to 
accept any idea. or suggestion which is an improvement on my section 
headi ng. A ser ie s of geogr aphic loca tions, with or without da t e s, i s 
no i mprovement. So please either come up with some thing better or 
go back t o my ori gin a l ~ection heads. 

Your s~mplest al rternative is just t o have the sectimns number ed 
(not even ca lled chapters) and then subdivided wi th smaller Roman 
numerals. Thi s would have the advantage of not appearing t o break 
the book up. My own preference is of course f or the s ame pattern 
t hat I e s tablished in A WREATH FOR UDOMO which no-one s eemed t o find 
fault with at that jime. To visualis e your proposed l~y- out, I 
separated t he s ections and l ai d ~hem out and wal ke d into t he most 
terrible mental block! No novel ha s any busin ess l ooking lile. that. 

Yours sineerely 
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. 15 June 1984 

Peter Abrahams 
' Coyaba ' 
Red Hills PO 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 
WEST INDIES 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

Here is a copy of Anne Walmsley's finally edited text of THE VIEW 
FROM COYABA for your approval. There are a few comments and queries, 
some of the latter I'm afraid possibly resulting from t he fact that , 
embarrassingly, the list of corrections you sent last year never 
actually reached Anne and I fa iled to keep a copy . This has only 
just emerged because of a misunderstanding between me and her, and I 
can only apologize. 

As you will see Anne has carried out her suggestion and t he book 
has been divided into chapters, to which she has added pl ace names 
but not dates . Howeve~ she has retained your title 'Prelude ' fo r 
what might have been called Chapter One. She has r einstated the 
brief description of the sea front at Conakry in Chapter Seven. 

A few detai led queries: 

p 58, 5th and 13th lines from the top . We don't understand the 
references to 'Sarah' s book' . 

p 173 , 3rd line from the bottom. The meaning of the sentence begin­
ning 'She chooses the strongest . .. ' is not clear. 

p 520 . We have said that Jacob was in his early forties, not in his 
thirti es, when he first arrived in Uganda. In Li beria , he t a lked of 
having known Harriet more than 20 years before, and he was 18 wh en he 
met her. Would you prefer 'in his late t hirties ' ? 

I hope by the time you read this we will have been a ble to speak on 
the telephone about the best and quickest way of dealing with proofs, etc , 
given that we now want to get ahead with production as quickly as pos­
sible with a view to publication early in the New Year . 
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June 23, 1984 
Mi ss Anne almsley 
113 Bedford Court r,Jansions 
Lon don w. c.1. 

Dear Anne, 

i he manuscript has not yet r eached 
but a pho tocopy of t he accompanying 
l e tter from FTank r i ke arrived yesterday, 
and I \'la s appalled to learn t hat you have 
gone t hrough t he manuscript without s e eing 
t ha t long end detailed list of corrections 
I sent Frank Pike allr;ost a year a go. I 
find it incomprehensible to a sk you to 
undertake t his kin d of task and not let 
you have t he author's own corrections a s 
part of t ne material you have to work on . 
I will not be abl e to a ssess t he effect of 
this until I have gone over the ms . 

... ~eanwhile I enclos~~n~ewi th a copy 
of those cor rections to""a~ lea s t s ee 
whether any of your 'ti'gh tening ' ~as a ffec1 
ed by not having t hem. 

Yours sinverely 

Peter Abr ana s 
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. 15 June 1984 

Peter Abrahams 
1 Coyaba 1 

Red Hills PO 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 
WEST INDIES 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

The original of this letter is attached to 
the manuscript of THE VIEW FROM COYABA, which 
was also sent airmail today. 

Here is a copy of Anne Wa l msley ' s finally edited text of THE VIEW 
FROM COYABA for your approval . There are a few comments and queries, 
s ome of the latter I ' m afraid possibly resulting from the f act that, 
embarrassingly, the list of corrections you sent last year never 
ac t ually reached Anne and I f ailed to keep a copy . This has only 
just emerged because of a misunderstanding between me and her , a nd I 
can only apologize. 

As you will see Anne has car ried out her suggestion and the book 
has been divided into chapters, to which she has added place names 
but not dates . However she has retained your ti tl e 1 Pr elude 1 f or 
what might have been called Chapter One. She has rei nstated t he 
bri e f desc r iption of the sea front at Conakry in Chapter Seven . 

A f ew detai l ed queries : 

p 58 , 5th and 13th lines from the top . We don't underst a nd the 
references to 1 Sarah 1 s book ' . 

p 173, 3r d line from the bottom . The meaning of the sentence begin­
ning ' She chooses the strongest . .. ' is not clear . 

p 520 . We have said that Jacob was in his early fort i es , not in his 
thirties, when he first arrived i n Uganda. In Liberia , he talked of 
having known Harriet more than 20 years before, and he was 18 when he 
met her . Would you pr efer ' in his late thirties ' ? 

I hope by the time you read t his we will have been a ble to speak on 
t he telephone a bout the best and quickest way of dealing with pr oofs , e 
given that we now want to get ahead with production as quickly as pos­
sible with a vi ew to publication early i n the New Year. 
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Nr. OCe tthew Evans 
F ber & FPber, 
3 Queen Square 
London WCl N J AU 

Deer Vr. Evans 

21/3/84 

I hPd a disconcerting telephone call 
yesterday from a l ocal teacher-journalist, 
J immy C rnegie, whon1 I know and who s aid 
he wa s checking on behalf of someone 
doing a t he sis on This I s lPnd Now what 
the rea son wa s for ~he discrepancy between 
t he Faber e di tion on t he one hAnd , and 
t he American Knopf and Collier e ditions 
on t he other. Ar1 entire section of e little 
over 19 pages in the ca se of t he Kn o~f 
edition, and 17 page s in ~~ more closely 
p;_inted Collier, preceding Afina l chapter, 
&Fe not in the FPber e dition. 

I ha d to tell him I ha d not, till t hen, 
been aware of the omission, t hRt I h?d 
not been consulted or even informed of 
t he ' editing out' of a cnunk of my work. 

I sincerely hope t hi s ~as an i sol a ted 
aberration an d that nothing like it will 
happen again. 

Yours sincer ely 
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Dear Anne, 

Jus t a no t e t o le~ you know t ha t I have 

acce pt ed all your pr opo~e d cuts - some 
r eluc t an t ly but un ders t anding t ha t t hey 
do he l p i mpr ove t he tightness of the book . 

I expect Frank Pi ke will l e t you have a 
copy of t ne le tter I Bent off yesterday. 
Pl eR se make sur e he l e t s you have t ha t 
l i s t of corrections I sen t hi m back in 
Sept ember of l ast yeer. The whole t hing 
h i=i s dr agge d out for f pr too l ong an d I am­

gl ed t he ' chat' i s over at l As t. You 've 
done a v. good j ob t hi s f ar. 
Sor r y I cpnno t t ake on an Indei. t oo many ---, 
other t hings on my pl ?te . 

Should be back home in t hre e weeks . 

Ee st regards 
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rtr . Frank Pi ke , 
Faber & Feber , 
3 Queen Squar e , 
London WCl NJ AU 

Dear Mr Pi ke, 

March 29 , 
1984 

I have now gone t nr ough t he t ype scri pt with Anne Wal msl ey' s 
bracke t ed sugges t ed cuts and you will be pl ea se d t o kn ow t ha t 
I am pr epare d t o l i ve wi th al l of them. They do t i ghten t he 
nar rat i ve pace and achieve the cu t s you wan t without doi ngany 
basic vi ol ence t o t he s pirit of the s t ory. A few i mpor t an t points 
of de tai l hAve been l ost - but the se were probabl y more i mpor tant 
t o me per s onal l y t han t o the s t ory . I r egr et f or in s t ance t he 
t endency t o cut s ome of the ' i nes sen tia l de t ai l' - t he very bri ef 
descri pt i on of the s eafront at Conakry and t he oad r elati onship 
betwe en Fr ance and her ex- col onie s and the reference t o Feli2 
Eboue ; the r educing of t he r ol e of one of my f avourite 'chAraacters ' 
Jane ; the descri pt ion of some of t he ' col oure d ' fo od - bu t I accept 
t nat t he stor y move s wi t hout them and I suppose onl y t he ' e ssen t i al' 
details ar e the stuf f. I woul d have preferred some of t he ine s senti E 
t o h flve r emai ned bu t no fus s. 

I note tha t you hAve no t incorpora t ed i nto t he Sany of tha t 
l ong li s t of correc tions I s en t you on September 19j h of l a st year . 
I think Anne shoul d have P copy. I note t oo tha t de s pi te your l e tte 
t here are a number of unmar ked pege s whi ch I assume were pho t ocopi e 
before you deci ded t o send only the mar ke d ones. Some of t he 
pr oposed cuts - e. g p . 63 , 454 , 455 e tc - are no t qu i te clear , a s 
t hough double-mar ke d. I expect t his will be ma de cl ear i n f i nal TS. 
PAge s 390 , 397, 535 re Lake Turhkana , i t was Leke Rudo~j)h at the 
time of the story. P. 17 check with Boy Scouts Ass oci a t i on on maki1 
of f i r e . 355 PDDpoce d cut s unc l ear and cannot see sen se. 549 dogs 
known to l ive 30 years . 626" . . . ... we mus t separ a te ours el ves from 
t hi s de s tructive westerni sm" . 486 t ney t al ked of ' J ews' not Isre 
i n EPs t Afr i ca of t he time . 564 . .Af ter "She recalle d how empty sh 
h8d been a.t t he t i me " i nser t "Too empty to even think of John's 
childr en about whom she n ow t hough t so oft en , wi t h l ongi ng an d 
curios i t y but wi thout worry because s he .iS.ll ew t hey were s afe " . 

On page 120, which was not sen t , t he Nan a hol ds ' his' t ongue, 
n ot ' her ' tongue. 

Fi nally on da t e s . lfiaugges t you ge t over ~ probl em by using 
t hat par t of your Rea de~s report whi ch li s t s t he de te s f or t he 
various secti on s as per t of the publisher ' s ' blur b'. I rema i n 
opposed to 'droppi ng ' da t e s in to t he tex t. For the r eeder who i f 
r e~l ly i nter e s t ed t he c l ue s aboun d; if he i s t oo l azy , t oo bad: 
t he gener a l r eadershould not be burdened with da t es in what is 
supposed to be a nove l r a t her than a wor k of re f erence. 

Sincerely 
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Dear Peter 

113 Bedford Court Mansions 
Bedford Avenue London WC l 

8 March 1984 

So good to be in touch direct: now that you know that Fabera have asked me 
to be involved in the edi ting of your great new book, The View from Coyaba. I'm 
afraid, though, t hat you must have found my report of 22 November strange and 
upsetting : partly because it was almost entirely m concerned with proposed cuts, 
and partly because it suggested a couple of chunky cuts. But it resulted from 
Fabers asking me to read the TS with a view to tightening it and shortening it: 
an~ I was not then aware - as you must have guessed by asking that my attention be 
drawn to the last two paragraphs of your letter to Frank Pike of 4 October - that 
you were fundamentally opposed to 'lifting sections or huge chunks out of the 
manuscript'. 

As soon as Frank Pike received and showed me your latest l etter, of 6 February, 
I took back a copy of the TS and went through it again, seeing where I could prune 
and tighten and pencilling in square brackets. .Frank has now been through it too, 
and in sending it to you in the next few days will, I know, be explaining that the 
suggested cuts represent our joint recommendations. 

I'm sorry that I wasn't also able to complete our suggested editing. But for 
some time now I have had an overseas trip booked from 9-30 March. Although I've 
put other freelance work on one side in favour of your book over the past fortnight, 
I have still not been able to do all the work on it that I would have liked to have 
done before you see it. 

However, a• least you will now have a chance to consider what we propose in 
the way of cuts. I very much hope that you will find the majority acceptable and 
not causing interference to the richness and important dimensions of the story. 
I look forward to hearing your reaction, and then to getting down to the final 
editing, when I'm back: you will then of course see the complel~ly edited TS 
and have a final chance to approve and reject what I have done. 

I'd also like to take this chance to say directly just how much I admire the 
book. I found it even more impressive and moving on a second reading. 

Now while I'm writing, can I raise something quite different, concerned with 
my other work? When I saw you and Daphne in July 1982, you'll remember my showing 
you and discussing with you the magazine Index on Censorship, of which I'm the 
Africa Researcher - and asking if you'd be interested in writing for it. Daphne 
subsequently sent me an excellent interview which you'd given some years back 
on press freedom in Jamaica. Is thi s a subject on which you'd be interested in 
writing for Index? My colleague there who covers the Catibbean with Latin America, 
Nick Caistor, is preparing an issue of the maga.7 ine with a Caribbean focus, and 
would very much like to know if you'd be willing to contribute to it. If so, please 
could you write to him direct: 

Nick Caistor 
Index on Censorship 
39(c) Highbury Place 
London N5 lQ.P 

If you could let him know the topic and approach that you would like to take, he 
will write to you with all the practical details. 

But you are very probably too busy for this! I see from your last letter 
that you too will be travelling soon; and I know you're anxious to get started on 
another book. 
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, 12 March 1984 

Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills PO 
St Andrew 
JAMAICA 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

By the time you get this I think you will have received a letter 
from Anne Walmsley about THE VIEW FROM COYABA ; this letter pre­
ce~ s, by I hope not too long an interval, a copy of the typescript . 
On it you will find our agreed recommendations for detailed cuts . 
These exemplify the general proposals listed at the bottom of page one 
of Anne ' s report: we are relieved to know that you agree with them 
in principle, and look forward to hearing in due course which cuts 
you accept, which you reject, and which you accept with modifica­
tions . These will then be implemented when Anne comes to edit and 
prepare the manuscript for press. As you will see, Anne did not 
complete the latter process before leaving for Sri Lanka. You will 
of course be shown the final edited and corrected text for approval 
before it goes to press. 

On the other points in Anne ' s report on which you comment: 

2 

Section headings We're glad you are willing to accept Anne ' s 
suggested alternatives, but note that you are against including 
dates. We understand that, but still feel that, for readers less 
close to the historical background of the story, some indication 
of the time of each section would be helpful. You yourself give 
dates for the Prelude (pp 2 & 21) . Although, as you say, dates 
of other sections can be worked out, this would involve research 
for many readers. Agreed that the novel is primarily a fictional 
story : but the factual historical context is at all points rele­
vant to the story. As an alternative, could the odd date be 
slipped into the text? 

Emma Bitri Agreed , she would not worry about her two children 
by John Chitole, knowing that they were being brought up by 
John's family. What we find strange is that, after p547 , there 
is no mention of her missing them , wanting news of them - until 
p615. Almost as if she no longer feels she ' s their mother: in 
contrast with her very close concern for t he first child (p428) . 
Could a reference or two perhaps be slipped in? 

Continued ... 
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' .. ' 

12 March 1984 

Finally, may I endorse what Anne will have told you about the effect 
on•~ both of us of reading through the book again. 

With best wishes, 
I'\ 

sincerely )~ Yours 

~ "'"' , '\ C 
\ 

FRANK PIKE 

PS Contrary to what I said earlier, I am only sending the pages with 
editorial marks. The aim is to make the parcel slightly lighter. 
We have copies of all these pages and Anne has a list of those hwere 
cuts are proposed. UWI L
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Mr. Frank Pi ke, 
Faber & FPber Ltd., 
3 Queen Square , 
London w.c. l. 

Dear Yr. Pi ke, 

f. s f rom : 
Coyaba , 
Box 20 , 
Red Hills P. O. 
st. Andrew . J erna ica 

Febr uAr y 6, 1984 

Your letter of J anuary 16th fin ally reached me on 
February 3rd. 

I think we've been making wha t stri ke s me as unnece ssar­
ily heAvy weAther of thi s whol e edi tori a l matter and I hope 
Ehis letter will he l p dispel it. 

To begi n wi th your general point of the committing of 
r e sources: I do apprecia te i t even t hough it does sound 
a bi t porten t ous. I hope you a lso appreci a te t he f act 
t hat it is bec ~use I have a lready committed my own vast 
re sources of yeafs o f resear ch and t hought an d eme tional 
an d crea t ive ener gy i nto t he writing of The Vi ew From 
Coya ba t ha t I am not prepared, a s I tol d you in my letter 
of Oc tober 4th, 1983, to accept the i dea of fin al contro l 
of manuscript content pA ssing from my hands. I hope you 
will re-read t hat l e tter very care f ully and , per haps , pa ss 
t ne ke y poi nts I 1 ake in tts l ast t wo par agraphs on t o 
Anne Walmsley; I think i t would be only f air t o her . The 
postscript of your l etter of Oc t ober 17th , 1983 , and indeed 
the en t ire l etter of t ha t da te suggested t ha t you a cce pted 
t hi ~ basi c posi tion of mi ne . That, I a s sumed , WA S the 
' mu t ua l ac t of f a ith ' be t ween us, ~nd it wa s on t ha t ba s is 
t h~t I awP i t ed your detailed sugges t ion s f or the pruning 
And tigh tening t ha t would i mprove the manuscrip t without 
viole t ing t he i nte6 rity of the book I wr ote and inten ded t o 
write . I have wai ted t he best pert of half a year for t hose 
sugge s t i on s, which is a long t i me, so I was r a t her disappoint-­
by t he t one of your l etter of December 1st with its new 
i nvi t a t i on t o i ni t i a t i ng e ditorial discussions. I hRve 
myse lf, by WRY of expl ana t ion, edited a weekly news pAper for 
~evera l years , a speciBl i s t monthl y magazine f or several 
years , end been the editorial controller o f a daily r egi onal 
r a di o news progr amme when all the r adi o s t a t i ons in t his 
par t of the English-speaking CAr ibbeBn were owned by Br i t ish 
Redi f fusi on ; s o I do have consi derable edi torial experience 
which has ma de me r a t her sensitive t o both t he good and t he 
ba d points of t he editori a l proce ss• However, if the 
Reader ' s Report you sen t on November 24th now repr e sents 
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' 
t he Faber position we can get on wi th the substance of the ma tter. 

To begin with the areas of easy agreement : 
We can agree t hat the way in which t he book i s di vi ded can be 

i mproved, and i f you have e strong pre f erence for not having 
t he di f ferent section he~de d by the name s of people, I will go 
al ong. I would accept your r eader's al terna tive section heP dings 
without the da t e s. I have delibera tely avoided dating the sections 
a s well as manuscript content i t s elf, t hough, a s your r eader hPa 
shown, there is a sufficiency of clues for anybody - a serious 
students, a political t ype or researcher - t o be able t o pinpoint 
any da te they are interested in; i.e. t he d€te Freddie utesa was 
deposed is a matter of historical record s o the specif ic day on 
whi ch Jaoob~s wife died and wa s uried can be ee aily ascertained 
with a l ittle though~ and e f fort. This is supposed t o be story, 
not a potted history, end I wan t it read as s tory first and as 
t he hi s torica l document whi ch i nteres ts your r eader only secon d~rily 

Ve can agree, too, i nprinciple, on t he specific _points for 
thinning and tightening, with the page r eferences, in the l ast 
paragraph of the f i r st page of your r eader's report. I am sure 
t hat when these are ma de a little more specific and detailed {as 
in that detailed list of corrections I s en t you od September 19, 
1983) we s houl d have no di f ficul ty agreeing. 

The apparent inconstistency in Emma Batari's concern for her 
children is in fac t dealt with when l a ter t alks about t hem going 
to J ohn' s f amily and in to t he tribe where ther e ar e no orphans or 
homele s s children. 

I would like you or Anne to let me have all t he s pecific and 
detai led points, incl~ding pAges, paregr~ph a, lines if necessary, 
where you feel cuts would tigh ten the book. 

1 

I am basi cally hostile t o the n otion of 'editing out• by lifting 
aec t i ons or huge cbnilks •~ out of the manuscript. Tha t kind of 
cutting can rarely be done wi~hout doing violence t o the integrity 
of a work of t his kin d. The chAllenge t o good editorial work here 
is the pRinstAking process t hat prunes an d tightens a story without 
mucking around wi th t he t elling de tail or pAssing charActer or tiny 
nuance whi ch i s the foundPtion of every truly good s tory. And such 
s tories, I honestly believe , ar e not made in t he 'literArY f Ac t ori e s 
whi ch appear t o h~ve be comea bi t of a f a shion i n some Amer i can 
publi shing c i r cle s : t hey may maKe for t he inst~nt bestseller which 
is f or got ten next year or t he year after; but t he good and the 
i mportant and t he l as ting story i s u sually t he priva t e activity of 
one pers on, not a collectivist effort. So if you wan t to cut out 
25 pages from t he manuscript ( The Prelude is 21 page s and the seene 
with Nora Ar ends i s 4 pages) then pl ease sweat it out by the 
painstaki ng and veTy i mpor tant edi torial proce ss of finding t he 
lines and the s entence s and t he paragraphs end t he pages, even, 
t ha t can be cu t ~ithout changi ng t he feel or a sc ene or mood 
or t hought crea ted by the passiijg a ppear (µle e of A person. There 
ar e many chPr acters in the bock, like Nora Ar ends, who appear in 
pessing , often addi ng l e ss t o t he intellectuPl di mensions of t he 
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-16th January 1984 

Peter Abrahams 
'Coyoba' 
Red Hills P.O. 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 
West Indies 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

I created problems for myself by not framing more 
carefully my letter of December 1st, which is why 
I have taken so long to follow it up. It, and the 
report which accompanied it, were intended to 
initiate editorial discussions between us. Part 
of the reason why I was not sufficiently explicit 
is that I was following the publishing convention 
of not revealing to an author the name of an outside 
reader without that reader's permiss ion. I have now 
been able to talk things over with the person in question, 
and am glad to say we can dispense with any mystification -
the name is one you will recognise: .Anne Walmsley . 
I approached her for advice because she s eemed to me 
someone sympathetic to your work and well informed 
about your literary aims and standing, with direct 
publishing experience outside the UK where many of 
your readers live, also being in a position t o 
devote herself without interruption to an indivual 
editorial project in a way that would be impossible 
f or me in the office. She is however accessible 
enougn for us to be in daily contact if necessary. 

Having, .as I say, had a long discussion with her, what 
I propose is that you should treat her report as an 
editorial brief, and comment on it accordingly. Of 
course, what I hope is that it will in substance be 
acceptable to you, with or without modifications, and 
I can commission .Anne to put it into effect. Naturally 
we are both eager to have your comments at this stage, 
and it goes without saying that you would have further 
opportunities when the work has actually been done. 

cont/ 
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/cont 

However, I think we've reached the stage where (I 
hope this doesn't sound too portentous) we need to 
make a kind of mutual act of faith that we will 
eventually agree, because we shall very shortly have 
to start committing resources (not just editorial ones) 
to publication of your book. I wonWt bore you by 
repeating the general points I made in my letter of 
September 20th, except to say that our positive feelings 
about VIEW FROM COYABA remain unchanged. 

With all good wishes 

Frank . Pike 
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·21 December 1983 

Peter Abrahams Esq 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P. O. 
St .Andrew 
Jamaica w.r. 

Dear Mr Abrahams, 

Thank you for your letter of 7 December to Frank Pike. He's 
just gone off for a few days extra holiday over Christmas and 
asked me to acknowledge it on his behalf. He's sorry not to 

have had a chance to reply in full before he left and says he 
will do so as soon as he can in the New Year. 

Yours sincerely, 

Kate Hobson 
Assistant to Frank Pike 
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r,,r. }'rank Pi ke, 
FAber & F~ber Ltd., 
3 Queen Square, 
Lon don WCl NJ AU. 

De::i.r Mr. Pi ke , 

ecember 7, 
1983. 

Thank you for your le t t ers of November 
24th and December 1st, with your r eader~s 
r e porti which I f oun d of inter~ s t though 
r a ther differen t from t he type~re~der' s 
report I was expected t o give In the 
di s t ant days when I did some re ading for 
publisher s . 

You ask me ·to be frank and I would 
frankly prefer no t to respond or r eact in 
any way until I hear from you, in t he next 
t wo weeks or so, as promi sed inygur letter 
of November 24th. 

I really would like t o dea l wi th all 
your c~ents and suggestions as one whole 
r e ther f,'ffir a piecemea l basis. And I really 
am anxious, aft er all t he se many months, 
to get this matter of Coyaba se ttled an d 
move on to other work. 

Best wishes. 

Yours s i neerely 
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·1st December 1983 

Peter Abrahams 
'Coyaba' 
Red Hills P.O. 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 
West Indies 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

I enclose a copy of a report on THE VIEW FROM COYABA by a reader 
who is not a member of the Faber staff but, I hope you' 11 agree, 

has an informed and sympathetic interest in your writing . It 
contains a number of general and practical suggestions for 
revis ions (with not all of which I necessarily agree) to which 
I'd be very grateful for your frank reaction as a means of 
initiating editorial discussions between us. 

As I've only received it in the last few 
detailed consideration, but even if I had 
think I would keep them to myself until I 
response. 

days I haven't given it 
any comments on ~t I 
have your unpro1 ed 

I shall look forward to hearing from you: pl ease be assured that 
when I ask you to be frank I mean precisely that ! 

With all good wishes, 

l"" ,~ c;, 
Frank Pike 
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·24th November 1983 

Peter Abrahams Esq 
11Coyaba 11 

Red Hills PO 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 
W .st Indies 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

Just to reassure you that there's no change in our commitment 
to THE VIEW FROM COYABA and that I hope to be writing to you 
more fully about it in the next two weeks or so (I hope you 
can continue to bear with me). 

With best wishes, 
0 

Your¼ncer~ 
~ I (_ \ [, 

Frank Pike 
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Pet er Abrahams·: THE VI E'.·/ FR0JV' COYABA 

I know of no book like t his , nor of anyone but Peter Abrahams who could 
write i t . It begins and ends at Coyaba - the r ugged , bush- covered piece of 
land in Red Hills, behind Ki ngs ton , Jamaica, where Abr ahams has made his home 
since the late ' 50s . With its principal characters a family descen~d from 
runaway slaves in Jamaica, whose own ances tors were brought f r om the Guinea 
Coast of Africa, the book spans 150 vears of black people ' s history: from 
just before Emancipati on J n 1833 to j~st before Michael Manl ey ' s gover nment 
fell in Jamaica and I di Amin was• ous'ted' in Uganda i n 1930 . Abrahams brings 
this history marvellously to life with·a ser ie~ of ficti onal epi sodes , 
significant i n time and place : t he Southern USA, in 1912 ; Liberia in 1932 ; 
Uganda and Kenya in 1953 ; Gui nea and Niger ia and Uganda again in 19721 Jamaica in 1980 . As an African who has lived amongst and become part of a. , 
Jamaican rural communi ty he i s able to describe different ki nds of black 
communities in Jamaica, the USA and Africa, while his fict i onalised char acters, 
ill ustrate t he different relationships - special ly man/ woman - which resul t from 
such communities . Hi s view of plack peoples ' r ecent hi story i~ from t he 
inside , in Africa, the ~aribbean and the USA : a history of col onialism and 
nee- colonialism which is not only poiitical and economic, but also cultural 
and religious . He sees hope for black people ih cultural decoloni sation , 
black withdrawal_, so that ' generations of black folk can make lif e f or t hemselves' , 
hope based on a belief in the strength of t radi tional Af rican communal life. 
and cul t ure , and in Chr istianity which i s non- European but ' cl oser to the stit . 
of J ewus ', revolutionary, and with an African God . Such is Peter Abrahams ' 
view from Coyaba : a challenging, a t times controversial view, but one which 
hol ds our interest, commands our r espect~ 

Because t he book covers s uch a wide span and contains so many i dea s , it is 
necessarily long . But I doubt that it needs to be quite so long. Those 
epi sodes which seem t r me to work best describe a s i gnificant moment ~ither in 
t he life of a person or ir the time o a country : e . £ . Part 4 - Jacob/Dan/Liberia; 
Part 5 - Jacob/Chitole . Then the 'view ' comes across naturally and i s not 
over- explicit in either author commentary or char acter dialogue . Those work 
least well which attemnt to cover a long period of time or space : e . g . 
Part 3 - Sarah/David (1 & 2) , which covers 1839- 1912 ; Part 6 - David/Emma (1) 
which cover s Guinea, Ni geria, Uganda . Inevitably trere is much chunky background 
and summary whi ch mlds up the a ction and i magj native sequence . I ' d t herefore 
recommend some subs t antial cuts in those t wo parts , particula±ly in Part 3. 

Even where t he time- span is shorter and t he place more confined , I ' d 
recommend a little thinning and tig.liening, on : 

* too much concentrated catch~n~- up of past events eg PP 66- 68 
* dialogue which, t hou~h ver y ±~ter esting, is too 

extended 

* description whi ch s 0 ems a bit on the over- sweet side . 
* wise philosophical comment which ob-crudes 

* t oo much h·storical 'background 

* too much sociolo~ical ~etail 

eg pp 129- 144 

eg p 214 

eg p 235 

eg pp '246-7 

eg PP 277- 8 
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Then ther e are t wo complete episodes which, t hou~h excellent in t hemselves , 
do not s eem ess ential t o the book ' s central t heme and , i f dropped , might 
s trengthen it : 

1 The Prelude (pp 1- 21 ) A gl impse of the i ndi~e~ous, pre-European 
Arawak Jamn.icans i s welcome anrl cl eepens t he h j stor y of Coyaba . 
But i t does not seem direct l y . r elevant t o t ne concept of a black 
communi ty. The book· mi~ht opeQ mor e for cefully wi t h t he r unaway 
slaves . 

' . . 6 (1) (pp 456- 460) Nor a Arend s , formerly secret ary t o Kwame Nkrumah , 
does r ot reappear, does not even - as expected - trave l 't o Add.i,s 
Ababa with Davi d Brown . The Sout h African l i nk , t he fact t hat she -is 
a Col oured , and banned, are all si gni f i cant and welcome . But her 
apnear ance in the story seems a bit f orced . 

I ' d suggest a few small addi tions : given t hat the novel connects wit h 
several real hi storical events and p~rsons , woul d not a l i ttl e mor e clue 
a s to t he appr oxi w.at e date of an episode hel p t he r ea der to place it i n a 
hi s t orical cont ext ? 

And another sentence or two in Par t 6 might get over an i nconsistency 
i n charact er whi ch puzzles me . Emma Bat ari has been shown to be concerned 
for , and t o keep cl osely in t ouch with, her f i r s t child - born of r ape -
who i s fos t ered i n s . Rhodesia. But she seems neither to regret leaving 
behind i n Uganda, nor to mi ss , her t wo children by her f irst husband , John 
Chi t ole . 

Finally, I believe t he way i ,n which the book i s di vided could be 
improved . At pr esent it i s thui : 

' ... .. 

1 

2 

Prelude : He/ She pp 1- 22 Jama ica: Coyaba 1530- 40s 

3 

4 

5 

6 

(no (2 ) 

( 3) pp 66- 97 

Sarah David 
1 pp 98- 194 

(2 ) pp 194- 239 

Jacob/ Dan/ Liber i a 

Jacob/ Chi t ol e 

David Emma 
1 pp 447-476 • 

(2 ) pp 477- 548 

( 3) pp 549- 630 

" Coyaba/Mt Zion 1830- 40s 

II Cyprus 1834 

II Mt Zi on & Cyprus 1846 

USA 1912 

pp 2'40- 333 Liber i a 1932 

PP 334- 44 6 Tr° anda 1953 

I 

Gui nea, ' i ,eria 1972 

Uganda 1972 

Jamaica : Covaba 1980 

Are t he nart s , headed by t he names of two people, neces sary? By fo cussi ng 
..A 1 ,._..,___ ...._,, r- b h ,i """ ~ • ...,. _ •,,. _ _ _ 
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•17th October 1983 

Peter Abrahams Esq 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P. 0. 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 
West Indies 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

Thanks for your letter of October 1st. I entirely understand 
your feelings and am content to defer drawing up the contract 
for THE VIEW FROM COYABA till we are in agreement about the 
final text . I hope I didn't seem to be taking that agreement 
for granted: our commitment is to publish the novel you've 
written and not something else. It's on that basis that any 
editorial suggestions will be made, but of course you are 
entirely entitled not to take my word for it! 

I think you will have heard that the pictures have arrived . 
In one instance there has been some slight flaking of the 
colour as a result of the journey, but it should not be too 
difficult to restore it. 

' Yourf'sincerely 

~~Yi~ 
l \ 

Frank Pike 

P.S. Since dictating the above, I've received your letter of 
October 4th . I hope what I have just said will have reassured 
you at least to some degree . I seem to have disturbed you 
unnecessarily by being both clumsy and unspecific in expressing 
myself, and for the moment the best thing I can do editorially 
is keep quiet until I 'm in a position to put the poin~ 
to you in such a way that you can accept or reject them . 
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• 11 April 1984 

Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hi lls PO 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 
WEST INDIES 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

I need hardly say I was extremely relieved to get your letter of 
March 29, and Anne, to whom I have sent a copy, will be likewise . 
Many thanks for your forbearance. She and I will be in touch 
very shor t l y, and we will be discussing your detailed comments . 
As you point out, many minor corrections and adjustments remain 
to be made and you will be sent the results for your approval. 

When Matthew Evans passed me your letter of March 21 about 
THI S ISLAND NOW I was compl etely taken aback , and a first examination 
of the files reveals no mention of such a drastic cut and not much 
of a clue as to how or when it was made . We seem to have received 
the typescript carbon of what was then called A PASSAGE IN TIME 
some time i n January 1966. In early March Peter du Sautoy was told 
by Knopf that they had a number of criticisms of the book to put to 
you (at the moment I can' t find any document specifying these) and 
Peter cabled you on Mar ch 7 asking for your views 'since manuscript 
now with printers view autumn publication '. He went on ' We are 
prepared to publish unchanged but wi l l await alterations if you 
wish.' Nothing in Peter ' s fi l es suggests that this is not what 
happened, though of course t here is a fair amount of correspondence 
about the change of title. Your corrected page proofs reached us 
on June 20 and we published en September 29. I don't think we can 
unravel thi s without detailed comparison of the Knopf and Faber texts, 
which is presumably what Jimmy Carnegie's thesis writer is engaged 
in (I don ' t have a copy of the former here) . Making a cut on this 
scale without consultation is a serious matter (hardly l ess so if 
it was done inadvertently) . For one thing it makes the assurances 
I gave you about A VIEW FROM COYABA look l ike so much humbug, so I 
had a special reason for welcoming your letter of March 29. I' l l 
do some further research, though there is not a lot more scope for 
it at this end . 

With best wishes, 
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2 April 1984 
ME/CMW 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P 0 
ST ANDREW 
Jamaica w.r 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

Many thanks i ndeed for your letter of 2 1 March . As soon 
as I r eceiv ed your letter I showed it immediately to Frank 
Pike who had no recollection of having r emoved material 
from THIS ISLA ND NOW without your approval . Howe ver , he 
is getting the file up from the archives and will be in 
touch with you just as soon as he has looked at the files . 

With best wishes 

Matthew Evans 
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1,1r . Fr ank Pi ke , 
FPber & Feber Ltd., 
3 Queen Square , 
London WC~ N3 AU. 

Dear Mr. Pi ke, 

October 4 , 198~ 

Your letter of Sept ember 20 has led me to carefully re-rea 
our exchanges on f HE VI EW FROM COYABA up t o this point ; and it now 
seems to me t hat my r e ply of October lat was not clear enough and 
s pecific enough. 

In your letter of Au6 ust 19t h t he l ength of the book is 
discus se d but a s( "an e~sen tia l fe ature, wes ll agree , ) whi ch 
pr esents problems. It was i n t hi s context\ t hat you ra i sed t he 
ma tter of a ccess t o the American marke t• t o make the initial 
pr i n t run a s hi gh a s possible " . An d i t was in this context thfl t 
I agreed to afford you world righty Your letter of August 19th 
and my r eply of August 25th are cl ear on this point. The ~ hange 
is not, as your letter of Se ptember 20 suggests, world ri~h ts in 
exchange for what I would be entitle d to in any ca se if the book 
were published by an American publisher. The real exchange is to 
a ffor d you a bi gger and exclusive English-language mar ke t because 
of the size of t ne book. If you decide now, a s you ar e entitled tc 
t ha t t he size of t he boak is the real sticking point t hen the whole 
i dea of the exchange falls away. I hope it will not but I do not 
think we wan t to blur it. 

As f ar as the length itself is c oncerne d, I t old you in my 
letter of Augus t 25th t hat I ha d myself done a considerable amount 
of cutting before sending you the manuscript. The f act that t he 
typist I use d wa s not very skilled, and I had no t gone over her 
t ypi ng, may give the i mpre ssion of fir st draft r aw-ness. But I :lad 
f act don e t he ba sic revision I wan ted to. Of course manuscripts 
can Al ways be i mproved and pruned and tightened up; and I have no 
objecti on to being helped in any such process. Wha t I am no t 
prepared t o accept i s the idea of final con trol over manuscr ipt 
content passing from a writer' s hands. The publisher has the 
ulti ma te veto of course of not publishing. 

I have set down all this because your l ett er geve me ~he 
disturbing f eeling tha t you are about to press me for t he kin d of 
dee p cu ts whi ch can change and blunt some of t he detail and feel 
and charac t er an d poin t of t he book, in order t o re duce it t o an 
acceptabl e s i ze, and t hat you are prepared t o do t his with ' varying 
degrees of firmness'. I hope I am wrong. In any event I woul d like 
t o get this matter out of the way a s soon as possible s o tha t I 
c8n turn my mind t o other work, the starting of which i s al ways a 
ver y long and slow process. 

Yours sincerely 
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Frank Pi ke Esq . , 
Faber & Faber Lt d., 
3 ~ e•n Square, 
London WClN 3 AU., 
Engl and. 

t ear Mr. Pi ke, 

October 1, 
1983 

Thank you f or your letter of September 
20th. While I have no objection in 
principle to t he t erms of your f or mal offer 
for publica tion I would suggest deferring 
t he signing of an y contract until we are 
agreed on all fina l edi t orial matter. 

Your l e tter of Augus t 19th did not prepare 
me f or whRt now appears to be s ome very 
drastic sugges tions for cuts' With varying 
degr ees of firmne ss' an d i t seems to me 
prudent no t to enter into any bin ding 
commi tment un til we are agr eed on wha t 
these are t o be. 

t s f Ar a s t he AmericAn market for A Wr eath 
For Udomo i s concer ned I r a t her think it 
mi ght be free but I am no t sure; in any 
event Cur t i s Br own handl e d it and you would 
have t o dea l with t hem an d t hey should tell 
you wha t i t s s t a tus is. 

Your ncerely, 
~-\-n___-? 
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JDFNichols 

Registered office as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

20th September 1983 

Peter Abrahams Esq 
"Coyaba" 
Red Hills. 
PO Box 20 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 
West Indies 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

We still don't have any costings on THE VIEW FROM COYABA, but 
rather than keep you waiting longer it seems sensible to make 
you a formal offer of publication. What I propose is an advance 
on royalties of £2,000, payable! on signature of the agreement, 
! when the typescript is ready for the press, and! on publication 
against royalties of 10o/o on the first 3,000, 12½% up to 5,000 
and 15% thereafter on the hardback and a straight 7½% on the 
paperback. The contract will be drafted by greater minds 
than mine to take account of your stipulations on American 
sales and American earnings in exchange for your granting us 
world rights. I ought to say that when we come to discuss 
our marketing strategy (to use a somewhat portentous phrase ) 
we shall almost certainly be thinking in terms of simultaneous 
hard and paperback publication or indeed going straight into 
paperback. To repeat myself, its obviously important that 
the book should be available at a price its pptential readership 
can afford, wherever they may be. To repeat myself again, 
in this the length of the book would be a consideration, and 
not only economically but editorially. As far as the l atter 
aspect of things is concerned, I think you already understand 
that we will have no doubt a large number of editorial 
suggestions to make to you, including suggestions for cuts -
suggestions which will be put with varying degrees of firmness. 
It's something of a publishing cliche to say that there are 
few books which aren't improved by cutting, but the thing about 
cliches is that they are true! You told me you had already 
started your own editorial review, so I suggest for the moment 
we simply work in parallel. In the meantime the number of 
people here who have read the book has increased even further, 
and so has our corporate enthusiasm. 

Obviously we want to do what we can to insure that publication 
of THE VIEW FROM COYABA and the l ead up to it does as much as 

cont ... 
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possible to enhance the sales of your other books. We shall very soon 
need to reprint the paperbacks A WREATH FOR UDOMO and TELL FREEDOM, and, 
for example, I hope we can design new jackets for these books which will 
in due course form a visual link with COYABA and the forthcoming 
paperback (timing still to be settled) of A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN . According 
to American Books in ~rint, A WREATH FOR UDOMO is available in 
paperback in the States from, I think, Macmillan. As you know, we 
eventually came to an arrangement through Curtis Brown, New York 
allowing us to sell our paperback of TELL FREEDOM through Faber and Faber 
Inc., and the response there suggests that we could do equal l y well 
with A WREATH FOR UDOMO if the market was available. Do you think there 's 
any chance at all of this? I hope you don't mind my approachi ng you 
about this in the first instance. 

I expect to be writing many letters to you over the next few months 
and shall look forward to that. 

With best wishes, 

Yous sincer 

{Y'v 

Frank Pike 
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Faber and Faber Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCJN 3AU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
FabbefLondon WCJ 

Matthew Evans 
TE Faber 

ATGPocock 
George Taylor 

Rosemary Goad 
Gzles de la Mare 
Robert McCrum 

Anthony Wagstaff 

Secretary 
JDFNzchols 

Registered effice as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

.. 4th October 1983 

Peter Abrahams Esq 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P . 0 . 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 
w .I. 

Dear Peter Abrahams 

Frank Pike has asked me to t hank you ver y much for sendi ng the 
'nee- studio pi cture ', the negatives , the list of correcti ons 
and the colour illustrati ons - all of whi ch arrived here safely. 
I am attaching a copy of Frank ' s letter to you of 20th September 
as we have had no reply , and Frank i s worried that it might have 
gone astray . 

Yours sincerel y 

Fiona Mc Crae 
Editorial department 
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Faber and Faber Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London H;f:JN3AU 

Telepl1one 012786881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
FabbefLondon HICJ 

Matthew Evarzs 
TE Faber 

ATGPocock 
George Taylor 

Rosema,y Goad 
Gdes de ia Mare 
Robert McCrom 

Anthony Wagstaff 

Secretory 
J DFNichols 

Registerrd ojjict! as abrme 
Registerfd zn England 

number 944 703 

20th Sept ember 1983 

Peter Abrahams Esq 
"Coyaba" 
R~d Hills 
PO Box 20 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 
Wes t Indies, 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

We still don't have any costings on THE VIEW FROM COYABA, but 
rather than keep you waiting longer it seems sensible to make 
you a formal offer of publ ication . What I propose is an advance 
on royalties of £2 , 000, payable~ on signature of the agreement, 
! when the typescript is ready for the press, and~ on publication 
against royalties of 10o/o on the first 3,000, 12½% up to 5, 000 
and 15o/o thereafter on the hardback and a straight 7½% on the 
pa perback. The contract will be drafted by greater minds 
than mine to take account of your stipulations on American 
sales and American earnings i n exchange for your granting us 
world rights. I ought to say that when we come to discuss 
our marketing strategy (to use a somewhat portentous .phrase ) 
we shall almost certainly be thinking in terms of simultaneous 
hard and paperback publication or indeed going straight into 
paperback. To r e peat myself , its obviously important that 
the book should be available at a price its potential readership 
can afford, wherever they may be. To repeat myself again, 
in this the length of the book would be a consideration, and 
not only economically but editorially. As far as the latter 
aspect of things i s concerned, I think you already understand 
that we will ha ve no doubt a large number of editorial 
suggestions to make to you, including suggestions for cuts -
suggestions which will be put with varying degrees of firmness . 
It 's s omething of a publishing cliche to say that there are 
f ew books which aren't improved by cutting, but the thing about 
cliches is t hat they are true! You told me you had already 
started your own editorial review, so I suggest for the moment 
we simpl y work in parallel . In the meantime the number of 
people here who have rea d the book has increased even further, 
and so has our corporate enthusiasm . 

Obviously we want to do what we can to insure that publication 
of THE VIEW FROM COYABA and the lead up to it does as much as 

cont . . . 
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possible to enhance the sales of your other books . We shall ver y soon 
need to reprint the paperbacks A WREATH FOR UDOMO and TELL FREEDOM , and , 
for e xample, I hope we can design new jackets for these books which will 
in due course form a visual link with COYABA and t he forthcoming 
paperback (timi ng still to be settled) of A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN . Accor ding 
to American Books i n Print, A WREATH FOR UDOMO is available i n 
paperback in the States from , I think, Macmillan. As you know, we 
eventua lly came to an arrangement through Curtis Brown, New York 
allowing us to seil our paperback of TELL FREEDOM through Faber and Faber 
Inc., and the r esponse there suggests that we could do equall y wel l 
with A WREATH FOR UDOMO i f the market was available . Do you think there ' s 
any chance at all of this? I hope you don't mind my approaching you 
about this in the first instance. 

I expect to be writing many letters to you over t he next few months 
a nd shall look f orward to that. 

With best wishes , 

Frank Pike 
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Fr ank Pi ke Esq. , 
FAber & Faber Ltd., 
3 Queen Square, 
London. 

Dear Mr. Pike, 

Herewith plea se find: 

1) neo-studio pic t ure 

September 19 
1983. 

2) a set of more down-to-earth 
negatives from which you may 
wish to choose Opleaee return 
when done) and cut and adjust. 

J) list o r typing corrections. 

I aru sending under separ a te cover 
three colour illus tra t j{c,ns of f acets of 
Coyaba which you may or may not wish to 
use, and which I would also like back aj 
your convenience. 

Yours sincerely 
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Faber and Faber Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCIN3AU 

Telephone 01278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbef London WCI 

Matthew Evans 
TE Faber 

ATGPocock 
George Taylor 

Rosemary Goad 
Giles de la Mare 
Robert McCntm 

Anthony lf/agstaff 

Secretary 
JDFNichols 

Registered qffice as ab(IVe 
Registered 111 England 

number 944703 

•12th September 1983 

Peter Abrahams Esq 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O. 
St Andrew 
Jamaica W. I . 

Dear Mr Ab raha ms 

Many thanks indeed for your letter of 25th August . It ' s 
very good of you to give us world rights, and the 
conditions you lay down seem fair in principle. 
Obviously we would need to check the logistics of this 
and I'll be writing again in due course . 

Yo(Yn·4~r~ 
Frank Pike 
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0944-2580 

~rank Pi ke , Esq.J 
F~ber & FAber Lt d. , 
3 Queen Square, 
London WCl NJ AU 
Engl and 

Dear Mr. Pi ke , 

August 25 , 
1983 

Thank you for your letter 9-f t he 9 th. I am pl enJed 
end deli ghted with your responsest; tae manuscript ; it n1ean s I 
~~ve succeeded , to a grea t extent , in doing whA t I inten ded to -
though t here still r emPi no t he inevitabl e ga p between t ne 
in t ention an d t he achievemen t. I am going through toe ms a t 
pre sen t and making notes of an embarrassingly l Ar ge number of 
t yping and other errors which I will send to you a s sootj a s I 
hAve done. 

' The l en~t h of t he book wa s a poi nt of concern t o me a s 
well and I hau~ in f pct pared down the f i na l drPft by neijrly 
100 page s ; i t i s still l ong, however , and I think your request 
f or world rights make s sense in thi s context. My mPin concern 
woul d be tha t I do no worse ~Yn~iving you such worl d rights 
t han I would do i f the book ~ ublishe d in the U. S. by an 
American publisher ( and I note you now have a Faber and Feber 
in the U.S . ) . I wouid also wan t t o have access in U.S . dollars 
t o any earnings due to me f r om t he U. S., shoul d I hage need 
of U. S. currency. On this l atter point, I hope it will be 
possible for Faber, 8 S my agen t, t o r etain my ear nings from this 
book i n some form of savings a/c until I have need of it; but 
t hat is another i s sue we aen f ace wnen t here is money t o s r ve! 
On world rights the answer is yes, and without having t o deAl 
wi t h Curti s brown a s I have not yet s en t t hem a copy of t he 
manuscript to try and mar .h e t. As a ma tter of courte sy I will 
wri te and i nform them that I am giving you worl d rights in t hi s 
book. 

I am sure t here will be many dissen ting voice s ; indeed , 
I woul d be di sappointed if t here were no t! 

Pl ea se S RY t hAnk you to l i ke ~cLenn~n f or be i ng on the 
spot a t the time to receive t he manuscr ipt. 

I will send you a f ew sn,all col our pAi n t ings showi ng f ace ts 
of Coyaba which you may or may no t f in d of interest in t he maki ng 
of t he book; and I will a l so send some uptodAte pictures your 
editori a l dept hAs asked for . 

Yours s incerely 
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Faber and Faber Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCJN JAU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
FabbefLondon WCI 

Matthew Evans 
TE Faber 

ATGPocock 
George Taylor 

Rosemary Goad 
Gzles de la Mare 
Robert McCntm 

Anthony Wagstaff 

Secretary 
JDFNichols 

Registered qffice as above 
Registered z'n England 

number 944703 

• 19th August 1983 

Peter Abrahams Esq 
"Coyaba" 
Red Hills 
P.O. Box 20 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 
West Indies 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

Everybody who's read THE VIEW FROM COYABA - four of us, 
if you count Peter du Sautoy - is enormously impressed 
by it. It's a book that takes time to read and to make 
it"'1"'s full ~ impact, such is its scope and authority . It ...,, 
is subtle and direct, ambitious and unpretentious. No 
doubt my colleagues and I will be able to come up with 
some editoria l quibbles in due course; but for the 
moment I thought you would like to know these early (to 
you perhaps not ear l y enough) reactions. 

The length of the book (an essential feature, we all agree) 
presents us with problems, but we are determined to solve 
them. To publish the book at a price itt ) reader would be 
willing to pay means making the initial print run as high 
as possible, and to this end I wondered if there was any 
chance of our having access to the American market. Would 
you consider an offer for world rights, or would we still 
have to deal with Curtis Brown New York about the USA? 
If you could give me this information I ought to be able 
to make you a concrete proposal within a very short time. 
In the meantime, many congratulations on your achievement. 
There will be some dissenting voices , but no doubt you are 
prepared for that! 

With all g ood wishes, 
r\ 

Yor~~~ 

Frank Pike 
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Faber and Faber Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCJN JAU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
FabbefLondon WCI 

Matthew Evans 
TEFaber 

ATGPocock 
George Taylor 

Rosemary Goad 
Giles de la Mare 
Robert McCmm 

Anthony Wagsta,ff 

Secreta,ry 
JDFNichols 

Registered effice as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

21 July 1983 
MM/SP 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O. 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

I've been meaning to write for weeks to say how good it was to meet 
you during my recent trip to Jamaica but have held off pending the 
return by Peter de Sautoy of the typescript of The View from Coyaba. 

You will gat~ r from that that the typescript journeyed back safely 
with me and was sped on its way to Peter as you requested. I am 
pleased to report that he likes it very much and that it is now 
being circulated through our Chief E.d.itor Robert Mccrum and one or 
two other colleagues here from one of whom you will hear formally 
shortly. In the interim, perhaps I can say that I seized the opportunity 
to read Coyaba myself before it disappeared into the editorial 
department and thoroughly enjoyed it, if that isn't too bland a word 
for something that was by turns stimulating and moving throughout -
a worthy successor to and development from Wreath for Udomo and Tell 
Freedom which as you know are particular favourites of people here. 
I do hope my colleagues agree and that we will be able to lay plans 
to launch Coyaba as a major work everywhere, but in particular in the 
Caribbean, Africa and America. 

For the moment though thank you very much for taking the trouble to 
rush down to Kingston to meet me - the first t i me I have ever phoned 
an author who was actually typing the last two pages of a book six 
years in the gestation - and I hope we will be able to meet again 
sometime. 

With very best wishes 

Mike McLennan 
Export Marketing Manager 

(Dictated by Mike McLennan but signed in his absence). 
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~r. A. T.G. Pocock , 
FPber & Faber Ltd., 
3 ueen S'iuare, 
LON .OON WC1N3AU 

Dear Mr. Pocok, 

July 13, 
1983. 

T~ank you for your l etter of July 7th. 

I do not r eally t hink I em entilledtp to 
ve o any s traight business arrangement 
Faber ' s may wish to enter into with ~ny 
South African publishers so I do not 
t hink you should be inhibited in what 
you regard as good bus iness on tha t score. 
I do however apprecia te your se s itivity 
t o rr y feelings on what i s e very difficult 
matter for illos t South Africans. I em sure 
r. Philip will understand taat t here is 

nothing personal in my refu sal to be 
involve d. 

On another matter: I gave the manusfript 
of my new novel to Mi ke r:cLennan who was 
here in Kings ton on MPy 28 th on F ber 
business . Since then I have no t heard a 
word a bout it an d I em not even sure that 
it has been delivered. So can you plea se 
rea ssure me on this point? 

Yours sincerely 

j ~ ---,..a.-~-
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Faber and Faber Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCINJAU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbef London wc1 

Matthew Evans 
TE Faber 

ATGPocock 
George Taylor 

Rosemary Goad 
Gtles de la Mare 
Robert McCntm 

Anthony Wagstaff 

Secretary 
JDFNichols 

Registered effice as above 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

July 7 1983 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P. O. 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 
West Indies 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

Please forgive me for taking so long to answer your letter of 
May 14 but I have only recently been able to turn again to 
normal office routines. 

Naturally I entirely understand your worry about working 
directly with a South African publisher and you may be sure 
that we will not release paperback rights in Path of Thunder 
to David Philip if you would prefer us not to. 

However, I think it is only fair to David whom I have known 
personally for many years, since the days when we were colleagues 
in Oxford University Press, to say that the publishing policies 
of his small house are wholly in sympathy with the African 
cause and that the books he has been publishing clearly reflect 
that concern. I am wondering therefore if you would be pre­
pared to let David write to you direct to explain in his own 
words his publishing plans, and especially the aims of the new 
paperback series in which Path of Thunder was to be included. 
I would be perfectly happy for David to write to you but of course 
only if a direct approach would not embarass you. 

If you will kindly let me know if you think such an approach 
wo~hwhile, I will advise David accordingly. 

With all good wishes 
Yours sincerely 

/4~?=-
A T Pocock 
Vice hairman 
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0944-2580 

Mr. A. T. G. Pocok, 
Faber & Fnber Ltd., 
3 Queen Square, 
LC}i DON WClNJAU. 

De8r ' r. Pocok, 

Mny 14, 1983 

Pl ease f orgive the del ay in answering your 
le t ter of April 21. I am anxious to ge t 
t he manuscript of A new novel ou t of t he 
way before t he end of this month s o my 
cor res pondence suffers. 

I frankl y have very mixed feelings in deed 
about doing business with any Sou th Af r ican 
publisher under t he presen t di s pensa tion 
in South Africa, so I would pr efer not to 
be involve d in any arrangements you may 
wish to make . I do of icour se r espect 
your right to di spose your rights i n tHB 
PATH OF r.1:-IUNDER as you see fit. As far 
as t he North American mar ket is concerned 
I have already indi cated my views to Curtis 
Br own to whom Mr . Philip wro t e in t he first 
in s tance. 

I am sorry not t o be ore cooper a tive in 
this particular matter. r 

Yours sincerely 
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Faber and Faber Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCIN 3AU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
FabbefLondon WCI 

Matthew Evans 
TEFaber 

ATC Pocock 
George Taylor 

Rosemary Goad 
Gzles de la Mare 
Robert McCrom 

Anthony Wagstaff 

Secretary 
JDFNichols 

Registered qffice as ab(lVe 
Registered in England 

number 944703 

. April 21 1983 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
"Coyaba" 
Red Hills P 0 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 
West Indies 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

We have been discussing with David Philip, the Cape Town publisher , 
the possibility of their republishing in paperback, as part 
of their Africasouth Paperback series, your book Path of Thunder, 
of which we have volume rights outside the US and Canada. 

David Philip and I began our discussions with Southern African 
rights only in mind but I have now received an offer for world 
rights (obviously less North America) and feel inclined to 
grant the wider licence if you yourse lf agree. 

David Philip is offering an advance of 300 Rands, payable on 
publication, against a royalty of 7½% of the recommended 
Southern African published price, rising to 10% after 5,000 
copies have been sold in Southern Africa; and 5% on sales 
made outside Southern Africa. 

In fact, certainly if we were to grant David Philip world rights 
less US and Canada/ I think we should ask him for a flat 7½% on 
all sal es , rising to 10% after 5,000 copies have been sold in 
all markets , and try to push the advance up to 500 Rands, 
payable half on signature, half on publication. 

I shall look forward very much to your comments; if you agree 
that I should proceed, shall I invite David Philip to 
write to Curtis Brown about the North American market? 

PS You will be pleased to hear that our plans for republishing 
A Night of Their Own in Faber Paperbacks seems to be going along well 
and I hope that Frank will be able to send you more detailed news 
very shortly . 
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Mr. Frank Pi ke , 
FPber an d Faber Ltd., 
3 Queen SquAre, 
London WC I N 3AU . 
England 

Dear Mr. Pike, 

April 4 , 1981 

Your letter date d December 19th, 1980 fin ally r eached me 
l Ps t night by way of Radio J amaica! I think it probably first 
wen t t o t he tiny islan d of St. An drew in the Caribbean Sea (which 
is a bird sanctuAry ) for which J amaica i s a postal transit point. 
As you can see from the a tta ched your envelope left off t he crucia l 
Red Hills. Sometime s letters from abr oad addressed t o us have 
t he Red Hills but l eave out t he St. Andrew and t here a r e at least 
half a do zen other Red Hills in Jaffia ica. Our pos t a l dis trict is 
Red Hills, our }3arish is St. Andrew; our posta l sys tem can be awful 
and interminable . I am sorry you ha d to wait four months for an 
acknowledgement of your first l e tter. Your letter of MEach 6 t h 
rea ched me a fortnight ago but I he l d off replying in daily 
expectation of receiving your earlier one - no t r ealising how 
much earlier. Your letter of March 6th hAd the full addre ss an d if 
t he books were a ddressed similarl y t hey shoul d reach some time soon . 

I am na t urally plea sed tha t you are bringing TELL FREEDOM 
ba ck i nto print. As f ar as the American edition i s concerned 
Curti s Brown handle d the Ma cmillan paper back f or me and I have 
in f act received every t hing I am entitl ed to. I do appr eci a t e 
your con cern on my behalf in thi s ma tter . 

Yours sincer e l y 
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T. E. Faber. A. T. G. Poc,,.,ic. 

Rosemary Goad. Giles de la Mare. G. W. Taylor. 

Secretary: J. D. F. Nichols 

FABER AND FABER LTD 
PUBLISHERS 

3 Queen Square, London WClN 3AU Fabbaf London WCl 01-278 6881 

Telex: 299633 (FABER G) 

Peter Abrahams , Esq., 
"Coyaba", 
Red Hills, 
P . O. Box 20, 
St . Andrew , 
Jamaica, 
West Indies 

Dear Mr Abrahams , 

6th March, 1981 

I hope you got safely my last l e t ter about the paperback of TELL 
FREEDOM - copies of the book i tsel f should reach you very soon i f they 
haven ' t done so already. Our contract does not give us Ameri can r i ghts, 
and when we took over your affai rs from J ohn Farquharson no contract f or 
an American editi on was among the documents they handed over to us . How­
ever, American Books i n Pr int lists a paperback edition publ ished by 
Macmillan of New Yor k , and it is of course entir ely cl ear from our f i les 
that Knopf published the or iginal hardback. Farquhar sons maintai n that 
they di dn ' t handle the sale of the American rights , and from hi s r etirement 
Innes Rose suggests that it was handled by Curtis Brown New Yor k. Can you 
throw any light on this ? What I ' m seeking to establ ish is that the Mac­
millan paperback is legitimate and that you are receiving the royal ties 
you are entitled to. If not , I will be more than happy to do something 
about it on your behal f ! 

Apart from that , I should be very happy to hear f r om you about 
anything else you think we ought to know or that you think we ought to 
do for you as your publishers . 

With best wishes , 
Yours sincere.ly, 

Fr~P)~J 0_ 

Registered Office as above. Registered in England. No. 944703 
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Charles Monteith, Chairman. Matthew Evans, ManagingDirector. 

T. E. Faber. A. T. G. Pocock. 

Rosemary Goad. Giles de la Mare. G. W. Taylor. 

Secretary: J. D. F. Nichols 

FA.BER AND FABER LTD 
PUBLISHERS 

3 Queen Square, London WClN 3AU Fabbaf London WCI 01-278 6881 

Telex: 299633 (FABER G) 

Peter Abrahams, Esq., 
'Coyaba', 
Red Hills, 
P .O. Box 20, 
St. Andrew, 
Jamaica, 
W. Indies 

Dear Mr Abrahams, 

19th December, 1980 

I' m writing to tell you that, at rat her short notice, we have decided 
to produce a pap9rback edition of TELL FREEDOM. The main reason is that 
we have discovered that it is to be an examination set text in Nigeria in 
1982, which means that our agents in Nigeria need to have stock by April 
1981. We have t herefore put an edition in hand, most of which will be 
aimed at the educational market in Nigeria and sold at educational dis­
counts, at the same time we shall be selling the book here and in the rest 
of the world through bookshops in the normal way at a published price of 
£1.95 on which we will pay you a royalty of 7½11,. We are very happy to have 
this opportunity to bring your book back in to print on our list. As you'll 
know from your royalty statements, there has been in existence for some 
years an abridged educational paperback published by Allen & Unwin (licensed 
by us to them on a non-exclusi ve basis). We understand the prescription is 
for the 'complete and unabridged' version. 

I hope these arrangements meet with your approval. 

With all good wishes . for Christmas and the 
New 1§'8.r, 

Your sine ~~ 

\fVv I ~\ 'i✓ 

Frank Pike 
Registered Office as above. Registered in England. No. 944703 
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Mr. Ma tthevv Ev~n s, 
Faber & FAber Ltd., 
LONDON. 

De~r Mr. Evans, 

July 1, 
1980 

The enclosed from Miss Vanessa Holt of 
John Farquharson Ltd. is odd following 
on my letter to them of May 8th (which 
they themselves acknowledged on May 23rd). 

Perhaps somebody at Fabers will be good 
enough to take it from here and let the 
l ady know that I really do not want to 
enter into any kind of new baainess with 
them. Please let them know I insist tha t 
t hey hand over all queries and requests 
for new contracts,permissions or rights 
to you to h~ndle. 

I am sorry this disengagement seems a bit 
messy. They do seem to want to hold on. 

Yours sincerely 
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"f Cliarles Monteith, Chairman. Matthew Evans, Managing Director. 

T. E. Faber. A. T. G. Pocock. 

Rosemary Goad. Giles de la Mare. G. W. Taylor. 

Secretary: J. D. F. Nichols. 

FABER AND FABER LTD 
PUBLISHERS 

3 Queen Square, London WC lN 3AU Fabbaf London WCl 01-278 6881 

Telex: 299633 (FABER G) 

ME/CMW 

Mr . Peter Abrahams , 
Coyaba , 
Re d Hills P . O. 
ST . ANDREW , 
Jamaica W. Io 

Dear Mr . Abrahams , 

15th May 1 980 

Many tha nks for your l etter of 8th May and for s e nd ing a 
copy of your l etter to Miss Holt . I ' ve tol d everybody here that 
from now onwards we wil l b e handl i ng the agent ' s end for you a nd 
people are really pleased . I f you ever r u n into any probl ems , 
don ' t hesitate to write to me. 

With best wishes , 

Yours sincerely , 

~Jt 
Matth e w Evans 

Registered Office as above. Registered in England. No. 944703 
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Mr. Ma tthew Evans, 
Faber & Faber Ltd. 

Dear Mr. Evans, 

8 May, 
1980 

Thank you very much for your letter of Apri 
18th. I am relieved that you can handle 
the agency end for me. There is not really 
very much to do at present but I was 
rather anxious to disengage. 

The enclosed is self-explanatory. 

When next you deal with Peter du Sautoy 
do tell him of my gratitude for his 'good 
offices'. 

Yours sincerely UWI L
IBRARIES



Charles Monteith, Chairman. Matthew Evans, Managing Director. 

T. E. Faber. A. T. G. Pocock. 

Rosemary Goad. Giles de la Mare. G. W. Taylor. 

Secretary: J. D. F. Nichols. 

FABER AND FABER LTD 
PUBLISHERS 

3 Queen Square, London WC I N 3AU Fabbaf London WCI 0 1-278 6881 

Telex: 299633 (FABER G) 

ME/CMW 

Mr . Peter Abrahams , 
P . O. Box 20 , 
Red Hills , 
St . Andrew, 
JAMAICA , W. I . 

Dear Mr. Abrahams , 

18 th April 1 980 

Mr . du Sautoy , as you know , has passed to me your letter 
of 8th April . I can say at once that we would be de lighted to 
act as y our agent and once you have detached yourself from the 
Far quharson agency we wil l be happy to handle any of your affairs 
that you would l i ke us to . I don't know what commiss i on you 
were paying Farquharson as we would expect the same if you were 
happy wi th his terms, but if you were not we would be prepared to 
t a ke a smal ler commission . 

With very best wishes , 

You rs sincerely , 

~ 
Matthew Evans 

Registered Office as above. Registered in England. No. 944703 
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0944-2580 

Mias Vanessa Holt , 
John Farquharson Ltd, 
Bell House , 
Bell Yard, 
London WC2A 2JU 

Dear Miss Holt, 

May 8, 
1980 

Foll owing on my l etter to you of November 8, 1979, to 
which I have not received any kind of response from you, I have 
deci ded t o cease usi ng John F~rquharson Lt d. as my lit4rary agents. 

~y Lon don publishers , Messrs. FPber and F~ber, will henceforth 
handle all agency business on my behalf. ? lea se therefore refer 
all queries on new business t o t hem. 

You will presumably wi sh t o continue collecting payments on 
the old contr cts with which your agency is associated in order 
to deduc t your c ommi ssi on before forwar ding t he balance to me . 
In t hi s connection, when Innes Rose end I worked out the original 
terms of our a ssociation it was on t he clear understanding that 
he would collect a commission of 10% on e ll my work handled by 
hi m which did not involve the use of Any ot her agent. Where other 
agents were involved , as in tta.nslations and foreign righy~ etc . , 
end where those agen t t heThselves co l lec t ed a commission oy- 10%, 
Mr . Rose's coIWnission would be 5%. Your early records of our 
dealings will bear this out. Somewhere along t he line this has 
been changed without any prior agreement and you n ow routinely 
de duc t 10~ on top of the 10% deduction made by any other agent. 
Pleelde revert to the original commission terms Mr. Ro se and I 
agreed on . 

Your s s inc erely 

Peter Abrahams 

cc Mr. M8 tthew Evans , 
F· ber and FFiber Lt d. 
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~ C ~ .L uu. -~- ""'-J 

Jl :Lee Road 
Aldeburgh 
Suff olk IP15 5EY 
England . Phone Aldeburgh 2838 

Dear Pe:1!:er, 

P.O. Box 20 
Red Hills 
St . . Andrew 
J Rmaica. '/est Indit-

April 8 , 1980 

I write t o seek your a dvice: but firs t a quick 
expl ana tion f or the f r ncy l e t t erhe :=iding which wi ll a lso tell 
you whBt I hRve been doing over the pAst three years. 

In 1977 t he governmen t o f Janrnj_ca bought out this radio 
s t At i on which wno part of t he v,orldwide :Bri tish- owned 
Re diffusion gr ou p , and proposed to vest its ownership in whAt 
was de s cr ibed cw ' br o8dly bBsed mas s r e pr· t:s en tA t i ve' 
organisations such as t he trRde union s , t he co-operAtive s , 
f armers ', te Acher ' a and reli g i ous bo dies . I wa s a sked to 
ch8ir t he board which was chRrged with the r e spon sibility 
of wor k i n g out r:- .:'ormul e to legally bring abou t this novel 
new form of ownership f or A radi o station. It hRsbeen a very 
exciting RS well a s a ver y t ryi ng experience , Rn I have 
en j oyed it and leernt a grea t dea l. It now l ooks a s though 
we cAn corn.:ple te the dive s trr;ent process some t ime t his year 
an d hand over to a new :Board of Direc t ors f ormed from t he 
re pre~entativa s o f t he 22 orgenisFtions wh o have accepted 
t he government' s share offering. I think we hRve worked 
ou t the kin d of f ormul a nnd ownership struc ture which will 
mAke it very difficult f or any poli t icians , who 8re so 
i nc lined , t o manipula t e or unduly influence t he content of 
the out put of t he s t a tion. Bu t it is a commer cial s t a t ion 
a nd the influence of adver tisers can be qui te as manipulative 
as t .na t of poli t iciBns: and I am no t sure which i s ul t ima t ely 
more corrupting. In any event my par t i n the en terpriae is 

••axngxiixx•ma nearing its end And I l ook f or ward to withdrawing t o 
our hill and doirJg aome mor e wri ting. 

T~c qu estion on whi ch I wo uld l i ke your advice is whether 
Fr ber ever act in the capacity of agent f or the i r authors. 
Som e thing happen ed r ecently which ha a lliP u e me decide not to 
con t i nue us ing the ser vices of John FarquhRrs on Ltd. as my 
?gents . t' t the momen t t !'lose service s a r e l Pr ciely limited to 
r ecei ving ~nd s ending to rue o f royalties end drawing up t he 
odd contract f or tran slations a nd proC81ds ing of Applications 
f or the re pr inting of extrPcts from some of my wor k already 
in pr in t . Doe s Faber do any of thi s sor t of work for its 
a uthors ? I f i t does , will i t do s o for me? 

I n f airness t o the Prirquhnr :;:; on agency, the E;F-i tter which 
ha s lGd me to t h i s decision was an a t tempt by I nne s Rose to, 
nr::s t he American~ would say , 'cu t himself in' on the U.S. 
right s of MINE BOY with which he had absolute l y no thing to do. 
I de tected it an d stopped it s o 'there was nothing lost except 
confidence which, P8 you know , is A very i mportan t thing 
between cgen t end clien t . Sorry to burden you with thi s 
problem . 

.Kindes t regFJr ds to both of you 
As ever 
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,,eg1sterea Olliu; ~ JJove 

PFduS/ BH 

~r Peter Abrahams , 
Red Hills P . O. Box 20 , 
Coyaba , 
St . Andrew , 
Jamaica . 

Dear Peter, 

17th SeptemLer 1976 

I am very glad to tell you that in spite of my 
l p dismal forebodings of some months ago we have recently 

,t,fll had quite heavy demands for! UDOMO fr6m various parts of 
~ ~ Africa where I gather it is required for use as some 

f P sort of text book( ! ) . We were worried about the price 
as it might have been difficult to get down to a figure 
suitable for the African market , but we have made a 
number of inquiries and we are now about to reprint 
15.0~ copies to sell at £1 . 35 . It will be a rather 
e ~onomical production but perfectly acceptable . 

I am so glad that we are able to keep this book 
going . 

With best wishes , 

Yours ever , 

P . F . du Sautoy 
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... .L. °1. _.._ ~ .......... ... ... l ~ 1J tAJi£R LTD 
PUBLISHERS 

3Quecn Square, London WC l N 3AU FabbafLondon WCl 01-278 6881 

PFduS/CMW 

Mr . Peter Abrahams , 
" Coyaba" 
Red Hil ls PO , 
ST . ANDREW , 
J amaica W. L 

De ar Peter , 

2nd February 1 976 

It was very nice to g e t a card from y ou and Daphne at Christmas 
and to fee l that we we r e still i n t ouch , if only somewhat remote l y . 
I do hope that all goes wel l with you the s e da ys . 

Publishing over her e has become v er y difficul t dur ing the l ast 
two years , as I am sure you know, bu t we a r e surv i v ing here quite 
well in spi t e of difficulties , though in order to do so we have had 
to reduce our lis t of new pu b l i cation s qui t e d r asticall y and to make 
a numb er of other economies . The infl ated cost of book producti on 
now has made it impossible for a firm of a vera ge size such as this 
on e to generat e enough cash to suppor t a lar ge publ ishing programme . 
It also means that we have to be extreme l y careful a bout reprints , 
not printing for such a l ong per iod as we wer e accustomed to before . 

I am afraid that one of the casu a l ties of present circumstances 
is A WREATH FOR UDOMO , which wa s con sidered for r eprinting the other 
day . We sti ll hav e stock for a year or so ( a bout a 1000 copies) 
but un l ess c ondition s change the b ook wi ll hav e to run out of print 
when the pr esent s t ock is e xhausted . We can ' t afford to print for 
longer than t hree years , but 3000 copies i s too s mal l f or the paper ­
back . Even i f we print 5000 copies, which is r eally the minimum for 
a pape rback reprint , the price woul d h a ve t o go up f r om 65p , which 
is the price n ow , to something l ike £2 . 00 , which woul d make sales v er y 
doubtful , particularl y in Africa . You see t he di l emma . I am v e r y 
sad indeed that this book , or indeed any book of your s , should go out 
of print , but I don ' t see t he a l ternativ e . 

I wish we could meet aga in , either in London or in Jamaica , 

Registered Offi ce as above. Registered in England. No. 944703 
contd . / •.• 
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preferably the latter as far as I am concerned , but I see no chance 
of being able to make the trip at the moment , or indeed in the future . 
I am due to ret ire in about a year ' s time and although I shall miss 
the work , which at the moment occupies me more than ever before , I 
feel that I am due for a rest and a change. 

With very best wishes to you both , 

Yours ever , 

Pete r du Sautoy 
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P . F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, Charles Monteith, Alan Pringle, David Bland, Peter Crawley 

FABER AND FABER LTD 
PUBLISHERS 

24 Russell Square London WC1 
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543 

PSC/.MKJ 

Peter Abrahams, Esq., 
c/ o PUBLIC OPINION, 
2 Corrington Road, 
KINGSTON , Jamaica, W .I. 

Dear Mr. Abra.hams, 

1st September 1966 

I think you may be glad to know that the publication date of 

THIS I SLAND NOW, 21s. net, has now been fixed for 29th September. 

With all good wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sales Director 

(Dictated by Mr. Crawley but signed in his absence) UWI L
IBRARIES
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, T . S. Eliot , Morley Kennerley (u.s.A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Chai-Jes Monteith , Peter Crawley 

FABER AND FABER LTD 

P .,C/F.i 

PUBLISH E R S 

24 Russell Square London WC1 
Fabbaf London W .C.1 . Museum 9543 

Peter Abrahams Esq ., 
c/o Public Opinion , 
2 Corrington Road, 
KINGSTON, 
Jamaica, \'I . I. 

Dear 1ir. Abraha'Jls , 

4 April 1966 

.le are planning to publish T![.:: VOICE OF :'HE ISL.!'i.ND in the 
autumn of this year and I am wondering if there are a:ny additional 
points .fOU would like added to t he autobiographical notes \"le have 
in our filesr Also you may have further suggesti ons about the 
promoting of your new book and I am therefore enclosing a copy 
of the promotional ques tionnaire for you to complete , if necessary. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sales Director . 
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" Coyr-ib e.11
, 

Re d Hills P . O., 
St" An d.row 9 

·t.lrmric r:i . t'1ee c I ndtes . 

Uctobcr 6 ~ J.966 . 

Pc ~e1· ~J."n~1ley , :C,.;1 .. 11 

.F"" bcn· . .I}: F~ her J "!id . , 
2 4 T1t.J. !-JSe] 1 'J fUf'"!'0 , 
London •1 . ~ . J. . 

i
1l'wre or.mm t0 h-,v~ bunn r1 u tr:-inac scn~~.es of nccidnats 

Pbout 'f 1.f~ J :H .AtJJ) N1.h\/ . J:<:i.rs i.9 ; diJ not receive yc11r. .Letter 
O': /1-or.ll ,1.th until i..7TJO tlMrS .. , ·o when SOI.lCOOP. ,:,1; ::>ll1}li<' ori_n i.on 
t0J.ep.ho:ned ,:;') sry th~'t ~ ,"'reel "lld ~letter hrd PT>"!).,re"'lt y 
h~en t!rnY-e for ,,n for -:i very lon r tir1e., I h"VO not been with 
0.i1'lic- 09i nion tor some thin,: l i .!!e ei ,.,.n t JePrs rnct if ,.,cople 
s 9n1 lett,1rs of '1"1rccl t ,1ero ·the nenplo nt the -p:rint:l:r.y 
so.,.,,tines put them nsidc ~na. f'or 3et a l l i:-~oout i;r..ezr for mon t hs . 
I .,.1 ,,ny Pvcnt whe;'.'l I ~'>t there -:1.1ey hnnde d me your let tor of 
/lpril 4 t h "CJ ve.11 ~st.he nPl.f dozen Fiutnor ' s copies of the 
book. Fo°D()•ly 1-new how lor1 '! t h e book s hAd 'heen thero . 

• nd now, todPy, I hf'lve rec8i ved another pare;ol o f s even 
covi es of the 0 001r , tnis tin:c r-idd.C'c s :Je d to .re here , "'nd wi th 
fln :1.nvui ce or1yin,g thnt I ordered t hese of the 9th of Soptember. 
I di d not 111---_re rmy '3uc-h o'.".'der , b~t t since t .r..e books r-re her e , 
"'''Hl s ince it wonld seem that -theru are no review copi es on 
the i.sl,.,ud (or, '' '3 fAr EIS I cnn f i na :mt, ir1 th6 Do;j irshops ) 
I h ,,ve decided to miss rev:i.ew copi e s orounJ. t o tho following 
end hope thr! t you will Ppprov e : 

Th e Doi lJ ~le~ner 
H· dio ,J,...mAica 
The J~1.1niea .Brondcnst ing Cor·Jor., tion 
.Pub..1.i c Opinion \(~e ~ly 
University Radio unit. 

Ii; uomLs t o r, e that t hiu rr,.,kes more sense t hrm ship;i n~ the 
boo 1{~ b••ck to you. I h ope you \~ill r,,.gr e qnd rdj ust t he 
ch-,r1;e t hwi; hr>s been m'"de t o me . The o.bove nr e t h0 orr"ns 
o:t nuo.lici ty .L wo1..1.ld .h~v 9 Pa.ired you to send revi ew copies -~o 
in nny <:<"lse . 

I would of cou1·so be IB 1etf'oi~ae~g1~ow j u Bt hov, y ou 
ar.c·tv~d At the order for tn,J s ev en COYJi C s 
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P. F. du SPutoy, Esq., 
fqber & Ff'ber Ltd . , 
24 ~ussell 5~uere , 
London w.c. 1. 

:ne~r Peter , 

Coyoba 
Red Hi l ls P.O . 
St. Andr~w, 
J ~r.rnica. 

Morch 30 , 1966. 

So sorry flbout the tlel(ly in ensvieri ne; your let t e~ of the 
15th: I n°u < undergo~ minor but u.ncomfortqcle opere tion . 

lour ,oint rbou t going ~tr~ight into p2ge pro£f s i s 
nerfectly Pllright , end tais is of course the way it nen 
Plweys been . I do no t e~pect you to do galleys es,eci~lly 
for me , rnd I 1:1ppreciate the restriction this i mpo~es . 

Perhaps tne point about the sentence you quote from 
tne edl toriel c oi.110. be overcome by :m:e-king it r e?d : "We 
publish t he stRtement and ?i~r . Freeways ' coJ:Lmeots elsewhere 
in th.is i.:;sue . 11 .And in the following sentBnce begi nning: 
11 For anyone to now sugges t •• • 11 the ' now ' should be d.L--opped . 
I think these ch~nbes would correct whet i s in f pct on error 
in my time sequence . Just in cpse you hrv~ to send a note 
to t he printers for this purpose , the PE"Ce we E"r~ concerned 
with is 156, end it is t .ne mi jdle paraernpg rind r,lmost in 
the lliiddl e oft e page . 

Son,e Pl tei•nfttive title St;'.g-gestions: :My worki ng title 
wAs THE ISLAND. I still liK:e i t ; or t nere is THE LIBE.dl~ RS; 
or we could borrow from r r . fuden ' s Look , Strrnger , et 
THIS ISLAND Ii OW , end put n con:me between ' Islend' nnd 
' Now'. ?hus : 1.HIS ISLtND, NOVI . I thinx us choic~ would be 
ei ther THE I:3L.AriD or IHIS I ~L/ r D, 1 OW • • 

I ho~e this is of some use . 

~i th best regrrds , 

flour ever 
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P. F. da SPutoy , Esq., 
frbcr} Jrbor Ltd. , 
24 Russell Squere 
London \~ . c. 1 . 

MPFCh 9 , 1966 

Coyeba , 
Red Hills P . O. 
St . .Andrew 
Jan.Pica. 

I h:-s t en ~o f'nswer your telegrmn. 

Ple~se do go ~heP d with your plnns for PublicPtion . 
I he~rd frorr. Harol d Strruss yosterd8y --nc.i while I think 
they ~re nrob~bly right in their criticisrr of some of the 
poi nts of cc tril in the novel , rnd th~ t tidying up these 
would irr.~rove t he book , I elso fin d whPt seems t o me a 
rruch ~ore r~si c objection . I think there is P bPsic objecti on 
to ·the book ~s it is written ..,nd tb,=, t they woul d be heppier 
if j t were c co,r.pletcly differen t book in terms of i ts 
structure . The problem i.s thnt this is the book I wrmt0d 
t " write , with differ~nt sets of chr-r --cters being centrol 
in different p 0 r t s of the s tory, rnd this I do not wi sh to 
c h0nee . I will o? course go over t he 1; s pg--i n in t he lieh t 
of Str£1us s ' detriled points of cri ticism; but --is f,...r rs you 
~re concerned such chenges rs ffi~y result shoul d be rrincr 
~nd cPpabl e of incorporrtion in the grlley proof stPge . 

I nope t his c le~rs u, t~ings for you . 

I h 0 v ~ no , ye t settled in ~y ~ind whPt t o do "bout 
Knopf. They S9Y they will publish in eny crse, whether I 
ch""nee o.,. not, bv.t I wonder whether t his is so good . It i s 
some thing I h~vc to think out . 

Incidentally , 8 belr ted th?n~ you for t he books for 
N1•omi.(I went tr'-"velling 0 gin al.lrost i rr.m.edi~tely on rr..y return ) 
She enjoyed them . I will write you ..,bout the pPperbPcks and 
other r ~ t ters ~ little 1~ter when t hings " re a li t tle l ess 
crowded. 

Yo...i rs ever 

/ 
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, Charles Monteith, Alan Pringle, David Bland, Peter Crawley 

FABER AND FABER LTD 
PUBLISHERS 

24' Russell Square London WC1 
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543 

PFduS/BB 15t h March, 1966 

J{,r . Peter Abrahams, 
Coyaba , 
Red Hills P.O. 
St . Andrew, 
Jamaica . 

Dear Pet er, 

Very many thanks for your let ter of l\~rch 9t h . We are going 
ahead with the novel, but there are one or two points I ought to ment ion, 
I think . 

First , the title . Do you think A PASS.'l.GE IN TIME is really 
strong enough f or a book of this sort ? We should be very grateful if you 
coul d give some further thought t o this and perhaps make some alter native 
sugges t ion. The present title does not give any indication of the theme of 
the book or its set ting and seems to me a li t t l e negati ve . 

Secondly , I noticed that you say t hat any changes you are likely 
t o make coul d be incor por a t ed i n the gal l eys, but in f ac t we don't normall y 
have gal leys for novel s , putt ing them instead straight into page . If we wer e \ 
to have gall ey pr oofs in this case we should cert ainly not be able to publ ish 1 

in the aut umn , which is what we hope to do . So I hope t hat in fact you won ' t 
insist on galleys but will be able to make do with ooge proof s , which would 
mean of course that your corrections woul d really have to be somewhat re­
stricte,l... Of course it might be possible for you to make more changes for 
the Knopf edition than you do for us . 

Now I come to think of it, there is one point of detail that I 
wanted to mention . It seems to me that you have got the time sequence slightly 
wrong a t the time of FreewAys' resignation. Unl ess I have misunderstood the 
narrative, the resignation fo llowed by Stanhope 1s dinner with the Ster nings 
and by M3.rtha ' s visit to her paper and subsequent ly ~ the party given by 
Andrew, all take pl ace on the same day, or far int o the night of tha t day. 
Yet when Martha goes to t he paner to check through the editorial, we find 
that the editorial incl udes this sentence : ''We published the statement and 
Mr . Freeways comments on the front page of yesterday ' s issue . " Yet as far 
as I can judge the resignat ion hasn 't taken pl ace "yesterday". I t hink 
possibl y all you need to do is t o dele t e the sentence I have jus t quoted, 

contd . ... 
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implying tha t the r esignation and the comment on it are in 
the same number of the paper . I t woul d be quite sensible if 
the news of the resi gnation were on some other p,q,ge of the 
paper and the edi t ori al comment is printed simultaneously. 
At any rate, perhaps you would look into this . 

Incidentally, what about THE VOICB OF THE IS.LAND 
as a title? I t seems quite a possibi lity to me and I wonder 
what you think. 

Wi th best wishes, 

Yours ever, 
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~t.t L &q 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P 0 
St Andrew 
Jamaica W I 

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 

£, s d 
Rex-Verlag - German volWle rights in MINE BOY 
to June 1965 

l"' commission 

Librairie Hachette'& fee for use of short extract ~~c~ 
from TELL PREEDOM in Prench Reader 

l"' colllll.ission 
French tax 

per Faber - Heinemann Educational Books' payment 
for MINE BOY to June 1965 

l°" commission 

2 5 
November 
1 9 6 5 

£ s d £ s d 

20. 8.10. 
,. 1. 4. 17. 7. 6. 

1. 1. o. 

7. 1. 

15.15. o. 
1.11. 6. 14. ,. 6. 

Faber & Faber's roYSlties for four books to 
June 1965 

l°" commission 
Contra a/c 

59. 5. 7. 
5.18. 6. 

16. 7. ,. 22. 5. 9. '6.19.10. 

Total due to Mr Peter Abrahams . . . 

0 
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REX-VERLAG LUZERN 

VERLAGSBUCHHANDLUNG SOR TIME NT 
ST. KARLIQUAI 12 TELEPHON (0-41) 2 69 12 POSTCHECKKONTO VII 2030 

John Farquharson, Ltd., 
15, Red Lion Square , 

London , W. c:l . 

Lusern, 27. Juli 1965 

H 0 N 0 R A R - A B R E C H N U N G 

per 30. Juni 1965 

iiber : Abrahams, SCHWARZER MANN IM WEI SSEN DSCHUNGEL 

laut Vertrag vom: 17. 6. 60 

Lagerbestand am 30. Juni des Vorjabres 

Lagerbestand am 30 . Juni des lautenden Jahres 

Verkaut innert Jahrestrist 

200 Ex. 

106 Ex . 
306 
131 Ex. 

175 Ex. 

1hr Honorar betragt Fr . -. 81 pro Exemplar 
Ihr Anteil an Buchgemeinschafts - Ausgabe 

Fr 

" 
Ihr Anteil an Abdrucksrechten " 

Fr. 

141.75 
86.86 
19. 42 

248 . 03 
============ 

Zahlungsweise / Conditions de payement /Conditions ot payment 

Die Auszahlung ertolgt bis spatestens Ende September dieses Jahres, 
jedoch nicbt vor Eingang der beiliegenden von Ihnen unterseicbneten 
Richtigbetundanzeige . 

Le versement sera eftectue au plus tard a la tin du mois du septembre 
courant, cependant pas avant la reception de votre confirmation 
signee (formulaire ci - inclus). 

The payment follows at the latest at the end ot September ot this 
year but not before receiving the enclosed confirmation signed by you . 

REQ ERLAG f"j~', 

{ 
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, Charles Monteith, A Ian Pringle, David llland , Peter Crawley 

FABER AND FABER LTD 
PUBLISHERS 

24 Russell Square London WC1 
Fabbaf London W .C.1. Museum 9543 

LRS / HWB 

John Farquharson Ltd ., 
15 Red Lion Square , 
London W. C.1. 

Dear Sirs , 

19. OCT. 1965 

enclosing herewith 
We have pleasure in--=-------::-:---.a::;_--------our cheque 

fmxw~x«xn~x~axy~u~~XKX~~M 

value £ .. 1.5. •· .1.5. •. . -: . representing the amount due to you in 

accordance with the undermentioned statement. 

50% Royalties received from Heinemann Educational Books Ltd . in 
respect of their edit i on of MI NE BOY by Peter Abrahams, for the 
six months ended June 30th, 1965 ; 1680 copi es sold . 

Yours truly , 

H. W. Burwood , 
Royalty Department. 
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ROYALTY STATEMENT 

FABER €5 FABER Ltd. 
24 RUSSELL SQUARE LONDON W.C. 1 

Title ................... ¥.!~ .. ""!:.2"'f.. ................................ . 

Retail Price .~9!~ ................................ . 

Sales for six months ending .. ~.?.~~ ... ?.~~ ... ~.~~.?. ................ . 

Deductions 

... i..9..... copies @ Royalty of 10 % .,. 

............ copies @ Royalty of % -= 

... ?..?..... copies, colonial edition 
@ royalty of 1 0 % of receipts = 

......... ... copies, special sales, 
@ royalty of % of receipts -

............ sheets, 
@royalty of % of receipts -

Advances ......... ..... ... .. ...... ... .... ............ .. 

Purchases .......... ......... .... .... ..... ............ .. 

Income Tax .. .......... ... .. .... .. ........ .......... . 

Debi~ balance 
from previous statement ......... ... ... .. 

Balance 

£ 
1 

1 

3 

3 

s. 
11 

9 

d. 
6 

4 

10 

10 
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ROYALTY STATEMENT 

FABER & FABER Ltd. 
24 RUSSELL SQUARE LONDON W.C. 1 

Title .................. h-. .. NJ.m:J.~ ... Q.f. ... tm:l~ ... QlN~ ... . 

Retail Price ~.~/: ......................... ....... . 

from publication to 
Sales fux:sis:mrimriurmri:rq ............ ~.Qj;.h .. ~.~P.~ .... 1.~~.? ........ 

.. 1138.. copies @ Royalty of 10 % = 

............ copies @ Royalty of % = 

.. 1.2.0A-.. copies, colonial edition 
@ royalty of 10 % of receipts = 

.. ..... .. .. . copies, special sales, 
@ royalty of % of receipts -

............ sheets, 
@royalty of % of receipts -

Deductions 

Advances ............................. .......... .... .. . 

Purchases ..... ..... ...... ................ .......... ... . 

Income Tax ..... .. .. ..... ....... .... ................ . 

Debit balance 
from previous statement ..... ... .... ... .. 

Balance 

£ 
182 

62 

245 

200 

16 

28 

•• 

9 

12 

2 

7 

15 

d . 
10 

6 

4 

3 

1 
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ROYALTY STATEMENT 

FABER & FABER Ltd. 
24 RUSSELL SQUARE LONDON W.C. 1 

Title ..................... irt.tI: .. l ~1~9!.J! .................... . 

Retail Price ~.~/~ ................................ . 

Sales for six months ending ~Q.th..:!.~~.t: .... 1.~§.? ................... . 

Deductions 

..... 54.. copies @ Royalty of'l 2½ % -

...... ...... copies @ Royalty of % = 

...... 91. copies, colonial edition 
@ royalty of 1 ~/4 of receipts = 

..... .... ... copies, special sales, 
@ royalty of % of receipts -

............ sheets, 
@royalty of % of receipts -

Advances . ... .. .......... .... ................ ... ...... . 

Purchases .... ..... ... ...... .... ........... .... ... ..... . 

Income Tax ... .... ....... ... .... .... ..... ... ........ . 

Debit balance 
from previous statement ........ .... .... . 

Balance 

£ 
4 

2 

7 

7 

s . 
4 

18 

2 

2 

d. 
4 

2 

6 

6 
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ROYALTY STATEMENT 

FABER & FABER Ltd. 
24 RUSSELL SQUARE LONDON W.C. 1 

Title .................. WllJJ ... QQl.{Q~~l' ..................... . 

Retail Price 1.?/.9 .................. .............. .. 

Sales for six months ending ... JQ.t.h ... J:lU:i.~ .. J.9§~ ............... . 

Deductions 

.. ,4.5..... copies @ Royalty of 10 % = 

............ copies @ Royalty of % -

... ~a.... copies, colonial edition 
@ royalty of 10>/4 of receipts = 

............ copies, special sales, 
@royalty of % of receipts -

............ sheets, 
@royalty of % of receipts -

Advances . ............. .............. ....... .......... . 

Purchases ........ ..... .. ........ .. ...... ....... .. ..... . 

Income Tax ...... ....................... ....... .... .. 

Debit balance 
from previous statement .. ..... ........ .. 

Bal::mcc 

' 2 

1 

3 

3 

•• 
16 

3 

19 

19 

d . 

3 

8 

11 

11 
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FABER & FABER LTD. 
24 RUSSELL SQUARE 

w.c., 

STATEMENT 

........................... Pe.ter .... A bra.hams .... Es.q .•.......................................... 

-~---- ~---- ----

1965 

~r 22nd To Goods - 15 4 
II 25th To Goods 6::i. 18 -
II 25th To Goods 2 16 -
" 25th To Goods 2 6 

.pr 1st To Goods - 19 2 

[ay 20th To Goods 2 2 -
·u1 15th To Goods - 10 9 

16 7 3 
=-=========-== 
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (u.s.A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley 

JFABER AND JFABER LTD 

PFduS/MEP 

PUBLISHER S 

24 Russell Square London WC1 
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543 

Peter Abrahams Esq, 
Coyaba, 
Red Hills P.O. 
St Andrews, 
JAMAICA 

Dear Peter, 

2nd Septemberl96.5 

It was so• good to see you over here and I only wish we could 
have had longer together. It takes a bit of time to pick up the 
threads, but I really didn't feel myself that we had not met for 
nearly ten years. I shall look forward very much to seeing the 
new novel when it is ready and also the manuscript on your East 
African trip, which I hope has proved interesting and rewarding. 

I sent some books to Naomi the other day, You asked me to 
send you some of our paperbacks, but the list is now so large that 
I feel I should be happier if you could just check what I suggest. 
I am enclosing herewith a list on which I have ticked a number of 
titles which I think might be of interest to you. As it comes to 
quite a big order, perhaps you would like just to run through it 
and see whether I have included too much. There may also be some 
titles t hat you would like to have added. If you will send me the 
list back again I will see that the books are despatched without 
delay. And I t hink you said too that you would like to have all 
future paperbacks as t hey come along. Shall we simply send all 
titles and if you t hen find that some are too specialised you 
can pass them on to someone else? Or woul d you like me to try to 
make a selection? We do some thirty to forty paperback titles a 
year. 

I don•t think I explained properly the line we take over fiction. 
We included A WREATH FOR UDOMO because we wanted it for Africa. 
Otherwise, as you will see, we don •t do) a great deal of fiction in 
this series, apart from Durrell and Golding. There are a few exceptions 
to that (for example we took over a couple of L.P.Hartley novels because 
they seemed to be wanted for educational purposes and were not otherwise 
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Peter Abrahams Esq - 2 - 2nd September 1965 

available) but in general we have found we can be much more 
successful with the non-fiction titles. This is partly because 
our prices are somewhat higher than those in other lists and 
fiction is of course affected by price when it comes to paperbacks. 

With all good wishes, 

Yours ever, 

l(Jw ~-
P.S. You may like to know that we shall be giving you a 33½% 
discount on these orders, but postage will of course be added. 
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley 

FABER AND FABER LTD 
P U BL ISHERS 

24 Russell Square London WC1 
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543 

ME/CE: 

Mr. Peter Abrahams, 
11Coyaba", 
Red Hills P. O. 
St. Andrew, 
Jamaica. 

Dear Mr. Abrahams , 

27th July, 1965. 

As Mr . du Sautoy is on a short hol iday, I am writing to 
thank you for your letter of July 22nd. We have written to 
Innes Rose about the cont ract for .your book on East Africa and 
I hope t hat the contract will be through within the next three 
days so tha t your advance can be paid without any delay. 

Mr. du Sautoy will be back in the office next Monday 
morning and wi l l , I know, be pleased to read that you wi l l be 
in London for a few days and will look forward to you tel ephoning 
to him. 

Yours sincerel y , 

Matt hew Evans . 
Assistant to irr . du Sautoy. 
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Sender's name and address: 
FABER & FABER, LTD 

24 RUSSELL SQUARE 
·························-····-···· 

L O NDON, W.C. , , ENGL 

AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT CONTAIN ANY 
ENCLOSURE; IF IT DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGED 

OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL. 

The 'APSLEY' Air Letter 

A John Dickinson Product 

Form approved by Postmaster General No.-71995 / IZ 
.: u : 
-" i ~Second fold here--. 
~ l-•·-····-···--······--· ................ _ ..................................................................................................................................... . 
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~ AIR LETTER , 

AEROGRAMMB 

ra
=-~~~~~~-- ., 

[~~~~•Ai"N11) 
~ ·•r~0 •,:~,_r~ .. l~ 
?[ l/~{" 

?f' ij / ... •: }~,, 
<" U •~ E 
!l0 ~®J 
~"""'"~ 

-·············-······· ............ Mr •.... Peter ... Abrahams., ................................................................. . 

·····-.. ·•· ·•·••·• ... · .............. 
11Coyaba.'', .......................................................................................... .. 

_ .................................. Red .. Hj.l l s. ... .P •. O ........................................................................ . 

-·-·····-.. ··-·· ............... s t-..-••An drew, ·- ................................................................. . 
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1>. •. du Sru toy , :rs .... . , 
F ber Fcbcr Ltd . , 
24 , n~oell Squ.re , 
London . C. l • 

.Dcnr cter , 

' Coy. be~ ' , 
Hed Hill.;, P. O. 
St. And cw. 
J 1 eico . 

July 22 , 1965 

I !'1 deli h tcd t .rt you "re interested in the .... "'J t 
Afric trip , .;o pler.,.;c do t 1 • t IIlne~ Rose about t,1e 
contT~ct. I pl~n to lc~ve here a~ nc~ the end of thio 
r.onth or r>u erirly in next month r .:::; po...:sible . I lope to sec 
""nd do r,11 I need to in four to si:x weeks 0 nd if 11 oes 
e,3 l plcn I r..i ht hcve to spend tke r, few dnyo in London 
cr-ran ;in0 Gn try to the pl"'ces I pl n to v ~i t . I \,ill 
telephone ~ou ,hen I 1rrive En i u i ht be pou□ible for u~ to 
n:.cet, 'if it is convenient fur y • 

I expect to finish wri tin the l · •> t few pr es of the ne\. 
novel in the coming ,.eek , :~nd it \',ill be. decer.1tly typed wl.tile 
1 nn~ "\ y . I snoulo. li e to look it over on r. y return before 
serJai n • it out , \,nich erns it 2hould r·ench you ... or.:et.i. c 
to ~rdo ' tnc end of Septerber . I~ ~till too clone to it 
to sr\y nythinc v,orthr,hi le cbou t i t cxce ot th"" t it iL ...,et 
in the Cn i bbc~n . 

You n:ic;h I. let llmcs ill-ot: t t, there is not very uch t.ir. c 
for h i rr. to 0 ct t,10 money to c . I ill ,;rite bin. Pcl soon r-s 
I h~ve finis1ed with the boo~ . 

Yo U'w t.:Ver 
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Santoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley 

FABER AND FABER LTD 
PUBLISHE RS 

24 Russell Square London WC1 
Fabbaf London W .C.1 . Museum 9543 

PSC/MKJ 18th June 1965 

Peter Abrahams, Esq . , 
c/o PUBLIC OPI NION 
2 Corrington Road 
KINGSTON, 
Jamaica, w .I. 

Dear Mr. Abrahams , 

I think you may be glad to know that the publication date of 
the Faber Paper Covered Edit ion of A WREATH FOR UDOMO, 6/6 net, 
bas now been f i xed for 15th July. 

I am glad to say that A NIGHT OF THEI R OWN i s doing well and 
a t the moment we have sold well over 2800 copies. I hope the 
Jamaican bookshops are giving a good show for we have been pushing 
the book hard in the West Indieso 

With all good wishes. 

... 
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley 

FABER AND FABER LTD 

CM/JM 

Peter Abrahams Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O. 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr Abrahams, 

P U BLISH E R S 

24 Russell Square London WCl 
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543 

June 3rd 1965 

Peter du Sautoy is still in America and won ' t be back until June 12th; 
but I did mention your letter at an Editorial Committee yesterday - end I 
thought I ought to write you a brief letter now to say how very interested 
we are in all the projects which you mention in it. We're delighted to hear 
that a new novel is so near ly ready; and we ' re most certainly interested in 
the East Africa Revisited book. So far as Jamaica is concerned, we ' d certainly 
be perfectly happy to wait until the other books are f i nished - and we're very 
pleased indeed to know that you 'd like to write it for us. 

Peter du Sautoy will of course be writing in more detail when he gets back. 
In the meantime, may I send you my own very wannest good wishes . 

Yours ever, 

P.S . When you see the Hearnes do please give them my love. 
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.. 
P. F. du Srut ~J 7 ~2i . , 
F ber & F ,-.1 I."!:J., 
2t Hu ... sell s -, urre , 
1 ' • .D:)H ~ v e 1 . 

.Der.-.r t.>o ter , 
I 

Coyr ' '"' , 
... • w ·: i l.J. l P o ( o , 

I S t . r'·-''· · <, r i c ... . 

./ 18 9 1965 

I 

Sorry t=1bou t the dclry in "ra,, cri n ... ; your letter of l ~'.,, ~rd 
but I I ve b 1e11 <1au_:l: t u P ::..n I o 't::. c.~y pr, ten cf W!'i t i ng in ~ne 
book I an 'itorJdng (Jn Pt t h(. ILo ..... en t o I t i 6 n nove l ..,e t on r 
Cr-::-:. 'fr.1e2n i.,.1..Pntl ,.., 1 I h.,ve o.l:cn t r 'J.1.l[rter --;;o n thir rr.cro to 
Lo . l. hope to be done u i t h i t by July . ~h i B iu pprt o f the 

. _. •r to ye .. r .p:Li:.:tion . I ,,ill do c b0O.it on J.- eica fc:t• you 
if we c ~n 3.LTec on P tinctetle . 

I'i rst I t.u;.;t f i ni ... h tni ..; novel ('.", 1ich I -· •ref; to t·e in , u.1,, ) . 
Nc~t , I hr-ve i·ll l)U'l; \,O!' "CG. c,ut the \lCt~ils c f -..,ort of 
"Ea..;·t Africc- Revisi ted" trip \;,dch Hol;o~y rc1 r..,ine i. ~ery 
ln t~::1':S 1.1nd in PnJ oh Y1.1ich the, · \ ill , ..:i:•rf. !'lCC f 0r P 1,- 9 '": 20 . o.r 1 
l).rticle the sur- of one t mu..,i,nd dol:i.eriJ ( $500 ex en•,; ~ "'500 
pr•rt :.f 11ns fin~:. .:~,J ~J'f • 2 , '100 ) . The ,..o.vnnce ,ill , u ... t ebou ~ 
c0vcr t.1a coot of thG ·.t·e turn t:-ip . .rhi .... !i'J.,rnin ~, '· 11:tle writing 
t 1er. r-'C'Ul t . .JOI ~ O'f tl:e r...C f."ilu Of t~.::..:., trip , j_ t ...,CCUT! ea to I e 
thrt Jun J].J..ght R.L ... o be intero..,t (ruch r.~1 ;ou .\'crc 1hen I visi ted 
tn:·t -:-i··:ct o.:: t\1e '.1orld in 1962 . ◊1 ~ Lhi t t1·~-P cri!.o hE.1tn' :-J 
l\) COlI - \, lich I r:,r.. nm. loo inc; , t ) . I t 1i nk yotA r:i.1'" t f i nd .., 
ncYi boo;: exPrr::.!'lin.; ~he ch· ncec Li1ice .aet'u:n lfo Goli □o..;t 
in teresti n.., , rnu of cour .... c it \.'Oilld be f'i ,...,ti :,.ulr t i ng ch, l l onee 
f 0r 1 .. e t ,:,._.i te sor c t hir~...: other thNi ·um U,.;U.t"'l trrv,Jl:..ei· ' s 
tpln --:-1 to try to Gee the t-r:-:n_forr<lr tion of •~,h:..tc .A£.i~e ' i n · 
de"'t.... . I f ., _ ,..,.!'e iiJterea ted t=m Pdvr.ince on ..,uo:1 n b,Jo.~ \7ould 
hol, . i~· t ly ,d tn -t.10 finnncc.., of tnn trip. I y pr .... €nt plf'n 
i.· tc l•,......,e ue:re r-ibout tr..c cna of July"t . .1,,end Au,u~ i.: ir~ 1r:.,t 

1Afric2 ~nct l:e b 0 c,;: here rno: .,trrt ~.Ti ti!'lg in Se.rte. b'1 . i ll 
(.,;: 1 aich r ,.,n '-' ' trin t I , ill not b1;; r1 ble to ber:.:i.n h~,.u i J "hou t 
your J r,r:-icrn booK un t il the .._.nri ng of ne·x t ye~· r . I:' you :,re 
p:--- ·,~--od tc VvPi t th--"'.; 2on££ I \ i2.l cert::ilr.1,y do '; e llook for 
y~ • .....,, e If you ,ould r..uc h rr, t hcr n.o t writ I rrr. suro I c" n f ind 

,-: , 10 \ • c,. cr,11 c..o P fir;.Jtclrs., job on Jm ::: i co fcr 1 yrt:. )0 
let r,e aio. your f eeli nc " bout tthic .., ,el l :-i"' ,y .ir ') ... ed 
~ ... .., t; r frtc • n t-rip . 

Your a cve.r ; 
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, Alan P ringle, Davie] Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley 

FABER AND FABER LTD 

PFduS/MEP 

PUBLISHERS 

24 Russell Square London WC1 
Fabbaf London W .C.1. Museum 9543 

Peter Abrahams Esq, 
Coyaba, 
Red Hills P.O. 
St Andrew, 
Jamai ca 

Dear Peter, 

3rd May 1965 

Many thanks for your letter of April 27th. I am so glad to 
hear that American reaction has been favourable as well; the book 
seems to be selling quite nicely here at the moment and we hope it 
will keep on. 

I have been meaning to write to you on quite another subject. 
We should very much like to publish a book on Jamaica today and 
of course we know the book that you yourself wrote for the Stationery 
Office. The book seems to be still available but presumably does not 
sell very much now. I say "seems", because it took three enquiries 
to find out whether they knew about it a t the office in Kingsway. Would 
you ever think, or would it be possible for you t o think, of doing an 
enti r ely new book. I suppose the fact that you have the St ationery 
Office book behind you, whi ch was extremely gqod, might make it more 
di f ficult rather than easier, but of course what we should want would 
be an ent irely new approach, and I am sure tha t that is what you would 
want to do t oo . At any rate , we should be mos t interested to know whether 
this appeals to you at all. I am afraid you may say you are too busy, 
and of course I shall quite understand that. If that is i n fact your 
answer, do you think there is anyone else whom we might approach? We 
don't want t o approach another author - we would much rather have yout 

Yours ever, 
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P. P. du 3~uto EL1. , 
,Fr.i1'c! .. cc Fr 'ccr L td . 
24 RuJsoll S1u~rc , 
LON DON \'i . C. 1 

Dcr-.r ?c trr , 

Co:rr::-.ba , 
,Lee. Hi l l..., P . O. 
St. .An d:r· , \ • • 
u, . r icn. 

April 27 , 1965 

' f I 

I t m"s, on-: . .k.ir: ci. rir.d t '_cuc'"-1tful of J0'.1. tv cut out •--:;hr't t 
b:--tch '.Jf e rly '!'e,.ricw ... :,)r r/~ ; -~::c : '" iJ[ll' E'~:~ete it -vcr,y 
rruch . I • ..,e riwr,y f r cr" ho:r- n phe ln'c.! t; c trnplc of ,tec~:-s 9 hen ce 
t.nL, be)_rted "'.;htm}r- J6~1 :1ot3 . , 
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Richar<l tle la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Santoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (U.S.A.), Alan Pringle, David llland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley 

FABER AND FABER LTD 
P UBLISHERS 

24 Russell Square London WC1 
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543 

PFduS/MEP 

Peter Abrahams Esq , 
Coyaba , 
Red Hills P.O. 
St Andre'l'✓S , 

Jamaica 

Dear Peter, 

2nd April 1965 

I have cut out some r evi ews of A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN which 
I think you might l ike t o have . It has been pre , ty well r ecei ved 
all round, I think, and we hope it will do well . 

With best wishes, 

Yours ever, 
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, Charles Monteith, Alan Pringle, David Bland, Peter Crawley 

JFABJER AND FABJER 
P UBLISHERS 

24· Russell Square London vVC1 
Fabbaf London W.C. 1. Museum 9543 

JLTD 

30th March, 1965 

Peter Abrahams , Esq. , 
Coyaba, 
Red Hills P.O. , 
St . Andrew , 
Jamaica , 
W .I. 

Dear Mr . Abrahams , 

Many thanks for your l e t ter of March 23rd - I am very glad 
to know tha t t he books have reached you safely , and that the postage 
didn't turn out to be excessive . 

I have asked our Sal es Department to send you (by sea mail ) 
two copies of TELL FREEDOM , but I am afraid we are not able to send 
you two copies of the hard covered editi on of A WREATH FOR UDOMO since 
this is now out of print . However , we haven ' t over l ooked sending you 
your free copies of the :paperback edition - it ' s simply t hat t he book 
isn't published ye t, and I don't think is l ikel y to come before June 
17 th at t he earl iest . All being well, your free copies should l eave 
here about three weeks before publication. 

There seem to have been several nice r eviews about A NIGHT 
OF THEIR OWN already; and I much hope there will be many more to come. 

Yours sincerel y , 

Rosemary Goad . 
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ics RouenPry Go~d , 
Prber & Friber Lt . , 
24 Ru~sell S1u~rc , 
London . C. l . 

DePr i:.rn Go~d , 

"Coy,,ba' , 
Rea Hille P. O. 
St . Andrew , 
Jr1 --ica . 

rrch 23 , 1965. 

The booku r-rrived on t he 17th of ... rch Pnd in exce.l.len t 
conuition ~ IM. rro..,t IPtcful to you for the trouble you 
too over th .., . And I os of course ve y ple~ued to see that 
the post? e er 1 to 2 . 14 . 0 - \hich ;ns conuiderably less 
thn,n , /OU nnti-....ipPted • 

.rher~ i.., no hurry rbout this but I do not hrve rmy copies ... 
on cy ..,helvcG ·of the Frber euitionu of l~LL FREEDO! Pnd A 
,H ATH FO UDO. 0 ( I ' r; thirL.in of the hnru covered edition of 
t1e l 0 tter; tnouJh I hPvo not oeon the paper covered edition 
vnd onder ~hether you ' ve overloo~ed me or do not send Puthor~ 
xgftx«gxaxc free copies cf ~oft covers hen you first brine 
ther. out) . So will you p en~c Prranue t ~ve sent to rrc , 
rind chrrged t o Le , 1,-,. o co )ics c ch of TELL FREEDm & UDO" O 
(in hrird cover) .. Anct the cnePp st ~nd o, est ..,urfnce . Pil for 
these y, ill do. 

Thrm u n rin . 

Youro sincerely 
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, T . S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (U.S.A.), Alan Pringle, D avid Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley 

JFABJER AND JFABJER LTD 
P U B L I S H E RS 

24 Russell Square London WC1 
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543 

Pe ter Abrahams , Esq., 
Coyaba , 
Red Hill s P. O., 
St. Andrew, 
Jamaica , 
West Indies . 

Dear Mr . Abrahams , 

10th Mar ch , 1965 

I thought you woul d like to know that I have just heard 
from our Sales Department that six copies of A NIGHr OF THEIR O.VN 
are on their way to you by air parcel post, and that the cost of 
postage will be somewhere in the region of four guineas . I do hope 
this will be all right , and that the books r each you safel y in t i me 
for your birthday. I should be most grateful if you coul d drop me 
a line to let me know ,vhen they arrive , and if they are in good 
conditi on . 

All good wishes , 

yours sincerel y , 

Rosemary Goad. 
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (U.S.A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley 

JFABJER AND FABJER 
PUBLISHERS 

24 Russell Square London WC1 
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543 

LTD 

8th March, 1965 

Pe ter Abrahams , Esq., 
Coyaba , 
Red Hills P. O., 
St . Andr ew , 
Jamaica , 
w.r. 

Dear Mr . Abrahams, 

Many than.lcs f or your air letter card of March 2nd. I am 
sorry that Innes Rose is only l etting you have one copy, but we shall 
be sending you a further six as quickly as possible . The Sales 
Director, Peter Crawley, i s goi ng to find out the cost of air freight 
a.nd wi 11, I think , be getting i n touch with you about t he books tomorrow . 
Thi s will mean that we shall be chargi ng your account with six copies 
(plus the cost of postage or air freight ) , which is t he usual practice 
when an agent has copi es of a mook in order to sell trans l ation rights 
etc. 

Very best ,vishes for March 25th. 

Yours sincerely, 

Rosemary Goad. 
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r L,3 Room: ru-y Go1=1d , 
Pcber & Fnbcr Ltd., 
24 J u._, .... 0.ll S.J.U,..!'c , 
London . c.1. 

Dc 0 r ? isc Go d, 

\ 
11 Coynb"' , 
0~ T-fi ••• '.> 1. 0 ., 
-> • Anarew. 
,} tl,. ~Cf' . 

rch 2 , 965 

I h~vc ju~t her~f frcr. Innec Rose (ry cent in London) 
thr,t you ere publishing on .. nrch 25th r.-ind that he hf"s 
received the oix free conics due to ne . • Li ··c tho good n "en t 
he i~ hiG principm! concern iu to Gell tr~nslntion riehts 
End he is holding onto 11 but one of tne copies . 

I need C1 t leP,:it holf' f' dozen co ies of r:.y own to 
diuchPrge the inevitnble obi ntion□ one collect~, ~nd they 
t ould be oot uueful r-nd l7l .Jt c!.rri ntic if I could get the by 
the 19th o.f Prch v:hen the C.f one □ to whor I ' L obligr,ted 
:ill be here cclebrrtin,r.:y birthaoy. So if it io ~t P-11 
possible to ct hrlf r dozen copies to me bJ then , I s~oul d 
be to~t T"teful; per~~ ~ir

1

frcight it the rnower , provided 
the c1nr e~ Pre not too hiGh. 

Plcrue do the bedt you c~n for me in thi ... res~ect. , 

Yours ... incerely ______-c. 

?~ 
~ / 
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber , T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (U.S.A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley 

JFABER AND JFABER 
PUBLISH ERS 

24 Russell Square London WC1 
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543 

LTD 

3rd February, 1965 

Peter Abra.ha.ms, Esq., 
Coyaba., 
Red Hills P.O., 
St. Andrew, 
Jamaica., 
W .I. 

Dear Mr. Abra.hams, 

Very many thanks for yom- letter and for completing the 
publicity q uestionna.ire so promptly. Thank you too for sending the 
up to date biographical notes which Knopf a.re using. I will follow 
up your suggestions a.bout review copies when the time comes, and will 
also send a. complimentary copy to Colin Legum, and of course we will 
send out the three copies ot\ your behalf. 

Yo\ll's sincerely, 

Rosemary Goad. 
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J , nur>ry 27, 1965 

Ji i 13 Re e1 ary Go-- d , 
Feber 0nd ~Pber Lt G., 

Dear I ti::3S Go d , 

:d1°nk ycm for JOU!' le t t er of t...10 22n d 
wi t 1 :. Ls e 1clo aures. I ['J1 cud tJ~--t JOU 
lLce t e boo..r f'!nu thrt oor.:w i Kely revict1e1·e 
see 1,0 do so 1.100 . 

As you ·:lill,s sec fror.- t ... en c O.:,ed I 
hcve fi lled out y ur puolicitt :arr hnereve1 
I could. Evt I do not tin~ I c n r e of ony 
use t o '?e ter Cr"v.loy in t1i J ~ ... es nror:.o tion 
(in any ci-se !le ~.1cv,s " sight r.1ore ~ Jout 
t t id t h I rk ever lihel y t o) ~o J tl"Ve 
ignored. t hi:3 p~r ticul,:,,r ques ti6'1rn i r e . 

\, 

0.1. f' l.ao er. clo:.::.i,1g en up- ·to- nr te 
b i ogrrphic"l note t 1:::t nopf pr cnr-re d f or 
t h~ir ed~tion . P.1.e...,..;e note . ,e c o.:'rec"ion 
I u' de on thi s . 

You ig.1 t le t Coli11 Lec:..u:. of t n0 
Ob.:1ervl.!r tl " Ve copy if pu bl icity in J f1·i cP 
is l i c~l y to be c f vr~uA t 0 ~rl e s . 

Yours sincerely 
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (U.S.A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley 

FABJER AND FABJER LTD 
PUBLISHERS 

SG/RG 

24 Russell Square London WC1 
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543 

Peter Abr aha~s , Esq ., 
Coyaba , 
Red Hi l ls Road , 
St. Andr ew , 
Jamaica , 
B ., .I. 

Dear Mr . .Abr a hams , 

January 22nd, 1965 

As you kn ow, we are pla nning t o publi sh 
A NI G5 T OF Y.~EI ~ 0 N t hi s s eason - pr 0bably in 
late March or earl y Apr il . I enc lose a set of 
pubucity forms and ~ould be ver y gr a t e~ul if 
y o t.1 coul d com plete thes e and r eturn t hem to me 
as soon as poss i ble. ~ e already nave a very 

good photogr aph so t her e' s no need t o bother about 
t~et; but I would be glaa if you coul d bring 
your autob~ogr a pnica l notes u p t o da te {I enclos e 

a copy of t he on~£ we he ve in tb. a file a.t pres ent ) . 

I enj Jyed A ~I GHT OF THEI~ OWN very much 
indeed a nd d o hope 1t does well. Certainly t he 
w ri ou s j our nali s t s who ha ve 3~en it in proof 
s eem enthusi astic. 

Yours sincer e l y, 

Encs. E~~~ o:( ~(,U • 
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (U.S.A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley 

FABER AND FABER LTD 
PUBLISHERS 

24 Russell Square London WCl 
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543 

EDB/1PA 18th January 1965 

Pe ter Abrahams, Esq . , 
11Coyaba11

, 

St . Andrew, 
Jamaica . 

Dear Mr . Abrahams , 

'L'hank you for your letter of 13th January - yes , it did cross 
mine of 8th and now your l atest has crossed mine of the llth l 
But I thi nk everything i s now clear; I have deleted the Keats 
quotation from the press set and have a l t ered the dedication 
as you requested. 

Yours sincerely , 

Eileen Brooksbank . UWI L
IBRARIES
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (U.S.A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley 

FABER AND FABER LTD 
PUBLISHERS 

24 Russell Square London WCl 
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543 

EDB/ ACM 11th January, 1965 

Peter Abrahams , Esq., 
Coyaba, 
Red Hills P . O. , 
St . Andrew, 
J amaica, 
West Indies . 

Dear Mr . Abrahams , 

A NIGHT OF TtlEIR OWN 

Thank you very much for your letter of t he 5th January 

and for returning your corrected page proof s so quickly. 

to know that you found so few printers' errors . 

We are glad 

Yes, we will complet e the ' by the same author l i s t ' . 

I hope you will now have my letter of the 8th January 

about 't his passing night ' and the foot note 0n page 17 . I see that 

you have amended the latter and I take it t hat you are qui te happy 

about the quotation being left in, bu t we will wait for just a couple 

of days just in case you send in~ wordi about this . 

Yours sincerely, 

Eileen Brooksfiank 
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (u.s.A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley 

FABER AND FABER LTD 
PUBLISHERS 

24 Russell Square London WCl 
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. , 
Coyaba1 
Red Hills P.O., 
St. Andrew, 
Jamaica, 
West Indies. 

Dear Mr. Abrahams, 

A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN 

8th January, 1965 

The printers despatched page proofs on the 21st of December 

and I do hope that yours reached you very soon after Christmas. If sop 

it may be that your corrected set is now on its way back to us but we 

have, in ar.y case, two queries which we would be very glad if you would 

settle if you haven't already done so. 

The main query concerns the use of the quotation 'this passing 

night ' in the dedication and on the following page - as the title of the 

book has been changed, do you definitely still wish to use this Keats 

quotation? Mr. du Sautoy tells me he mentioned this when he wrote to you 

last August but he doesn't think he has had any comment from you about it. 

The other point is that in the footnote on p. 17 a dollar equivalent t o ~ 

South A:frican Rand is given and it has been suggested that t here might be 

more point in making this a sterling equivalent for our edition. • If you 

think this would be a good plan I will find out what it ought t o be. 

If you have already returned your proofs to us I would be 

very grateful if you would send me a cable about these matters for we are 

very keen to go ahead just as quickly as we can. 

Yours sincerely, 
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (u.s.A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley 

FABER AND FABER LTD 
PUBLISHERS 

24 Russell Square London WCl 
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 9 

Coyaba, 
16th Decemb~r, 1964 

Red Hills P. O. , 
Jt. Andrew9 
J<>lllL.iC'l 9 

I/est Indies. 

De,s.r Nr. Abrahams 9 

A ~IGHT OF THEIR 01-JN 

The printers hope to produce page proofs before Cbri stmas 

and to save time I have asked them to pull two sets on airrnil paper 

and send t hese to you, by airmail, -iirect. ,./ould you please correct 

the printer ' s marked set an~ then ai1~ 11 this back to me ~s soon qs you 

are able to do so. 1e are somewhat behind schedule and are most anxious 

to avoid postponing our hoped- for publ i c~tion date . I have gsked for the 

typescript to be returned to us here so that our oim reader may refer to 

it, for I expect you have a duplicate ? 

You.rs sincerely; 

Eileen Brooksba.'1.k 
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Peter Abrahams Esq 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P 0 
St Andrew 
Jamaica W I 

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 

Heinemann's fee for use of extract from TELL FREEDOM 
in "Modern African Prose" 

lo% commission 

Stock - French volume rights in A WREATH FOR UDOMO to 
December 1963 

ll:5% commission 

Cambridge University Press' fee for use of extract 
from TELL FREEDOM 

lo% commission 

WahlstrBm - Swedish volume rights in A WREATH FOR 
UDOMO to December 1963 

15% commission 

Faber & Faber's royalties for three books to 
June 1964 

l<Jfo commission 

Total due to Mr Peter Abrahams . 

£, 8 d 

10.10. o. 
1. 1. o. 

76. 4. 6. 
11. 8. 8. 

4. 4. o. 
8. 4. 

10.10. 7 . 
1 .11. 7.. 

12. 1. o. 

£, 

1 2 
November 
1 9 6 4 

s d 

9. 9. o. 

64.15.10. 

,.15. 8. 

8.19. o. 

L. 4. 8 . 11. 2. 4. 

. £98. 1.10. 
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P . F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, T. S. E liot, Morley Kennerley (U.S.A.), Alan Pringle, D avid Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley 

FABER AND FABER LTD 

PFduS/MEP 

PUBLISHE RS 

24 Russell Square London WC1 
Fabbaf London W.C.1 . Museum 9543 

Peter Abrahams Esq , 
Cayaba, 
Red Hills P.O. 
St Andrew, 
JAMAICA 

Dear Peter , 

22nd October 1964 

Very many thanks for your letter of October 12th . We have 
received the photocopy of the manuscript from Knopf and it seems 
to us that it is in a fit state to go to the printer as it is , 
so we are substituting it for the other manuscript, thereby 
avoiding any risk of not including anything that it now in the 
edited American version. The photoc·opy has gone to production 
and we will go straight into page proof. 

I am glad to know about the photographs and will send a 
line to Harol d Strauss asking him if he can let us have prints . 

I am so glad that this is al l working out so nicely and 
we shall look forward greatly to publishi ng the book. 

With best wishes , 

Yours ever, 
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I' 

, P c- Fe f,,1 !:.P:.,.·tcy, ~;-;1 . , 
F~bcr & F,.bar :t1. 1 
24 , }n;.Jscl:.. S,1u. . .cc , 
...uu:.a.cn . o C. l 

Coyo:or , 
ted ,·ills P. v . 
'31i . lnd.::-cw. 
J "'!!.'" i ca. 

Oc~o~or l2 , 1964 

\ 

Yo~ nh0uld be no.7 t.-:-vCJ Jone r.ecci voc- ,:;he mv.ch '.vor Y:3d­
ovtr p1.i.o·~c- c;:, ,..}' c f th.e r,r n~~n::--ip-'..; f::•o:. -::.:rolr, S'trru.iils . ' o 
1 "'.:! ... ~t:.g~~ :ro·~. :•i :;1t li~~(:; ·:;t' .:r.o'.7 t1r·-r. tho fnon-f pecpl~ P.re 
n·, l1~~t m:.ff ic. i cn·~ly _1s:-!):i_,J~ tc y.r:-·~ to ~o b.;1.,_''°'ie..:1"'.i :?.n ~c, r~S\El 
p!•oofs . If ;f'Yl y r.urs::lf f9el li~:"l do:.n,s so r s w~1l it 
.,,., ; P 11t "f1 ~1 L. t ... ·,e ll, ,· JllO""'" -✓ 1-1,· 1• i· ""' ""O .... •ip '"'l~ -;;}\n Cit") +1, ; n" <l'S ;,.I.,-.,.. ~:,- iv • 'jj ~ J.• I ,. _. '- • ._.,..., • _ .,; i,. U ,.. - 1 - 1 './. .J • • - .- ..., lli..J "'" i.J •4'_., ~ , I 

so this J'l'}~P is s:i., .... ~1ly to k Of, you in ';h B -pi ctr,:-e , r onl :u:iing 1 

o.:'.' coll.1· .rn .,nn t .;-o ... ,i.UG t do v;h.-.i tE-vcr yu,-.. -~hi:t:_,...: "be ·-,-L . 

I have nlso .:,CZ, -~ ~-GJ...,r-uo~ n c o:~ ~10 o:f !:eg,.. t i yzo of .... nap 
£J:2cts ~~ l:.Jr.e..l 0 11 d ·tb.;w.gh '.., cct~ld i:c :u:'_ceJ.J cnlf:!'.'._;cd . I :-1!. 
su:"e :w :-ti ll le:. :lO't.l h:'""V c prin 4• J 1 ::h:,~Ilrl :.rr::.:. !'!ec u '"'r.: ;~. 

/ Y Oi..u.' .J GVeJ.' 
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (U.S.A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley 

FABER AND FABER LTD 
PUBLISHERS 

24 Russell Square London WCI 
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543 

PFduS/GP 15th ~eptember, 1964. 

Peter Abrahams Esq ., 
Coyaba , 
rled Rills P. O. 
St. Andrew, 
Jamaica, 

Dear Peter, 

Very many thanks indeed for your letter of August 24th 
wbi c b was acknowledged in my absence. 

We think A NIGHT OF Tfil:I R OWN is a good title and bope 
t hat Knopf will agree. As far as we a re concerned we are r ea dy 
to rega rd it as s et t led . 

With best wishes, 

Yours ever, 
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Richard de la Mare, Chait·man. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (u.S.A.), Alan Pringle, David 13land, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley 

FABER AND FABER LTD 
P UBLISHER S 

24 Russell Square London WC1 
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543 

ME/GP 2nd September, 1964. 

Peter A bra ha ms Esq. , 
Coyaba, 
lied Hills P. O. 
St . Andrew, 
Jamaica. 

Dear Mr . A bra hams, 

As Mr . du Sau toy is on hol i day I am writing t o 
t hank you for your let ter of August 24th. Your manuscript i s 
now in the bands of the printers but fortunately we wil l be able 
to make the minor changes that you suggest before they s tart 
work. 

I will show your letter to Mr. du ~autoy when 
he returns to the office next week and he will be writing to 
you then. about the tit l e . 

Yours sincerel y, 

Ma tthew Evans 
Assistant to Mr. du Sautoy 
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P. '}·. dl! ;3-·.1 t oy Eo(1 o , 

• ~r~cr & Faber Iid ., 
Lonrlc."l .. 

I 

' I 

/ 

: O'Jr' h.'.1 1 
!) '-· 7 il1r;i P . O. 
s:i . fl :1drew, 
J - ,r- ic r.- . 

1 ) C"t,,, •• ,.... 'Jl.,.,....,,~.._..,,;: '' ,; 
-- < ...,i...,j .\,;~ .-.. ....-v ._.'"1 :, '-- ~I,,.,!: 

t'~e 1'"•r.t 'J ''r:' '1..t<?tc -rmr[°ie-,"""' 'll: o:".1 
:r- Pg.:--~ ~ d ' 
-P~G~ 29~-. 

t:' li t "~ f~ .Lir. ::.n r --.;~ 
Pl~rec do like½i~~ . 

. ~,) V10 • ': rid . M 'bit a~ "'n ~ r -~1.~..1'i'~·~ t 
·~:!r.:ain b, n·r1,J-,l t:!· .nv~:., . S~;.•,u ~,E \\~S 
I r, ..., ... L!'}. ,., ·,.· r .n I I;·~ ➔ = ,, _ ... ..;.ccd ·t; ·, cnv'l 

11"·\·;c~rr r;1 .... k1. ~!)0 ir.tid p,int .:11r~ i n 
I --.e,_ c•:Mfusea t:n~ b )".) t r, clubft,-tod 

-b~ut wh: th~r D:o o~~uld 
r:ll ... - ~ 1· b .. ;:_, ~~ i?l . G 
<"'-~- °7\1'"' ,, ~ o ·f + "'l~t'"- .. c> a ... ,~ 
" ... I 4~ l V .. :' I • t .. ""· 

t.le 1 0 .. ✓ ~-!J.::,--:.1~~g !l(: ..: •. ~ 
;,.:-:.:"ZGTI h•· C t:- \\OE!r '.\.:_ th 

tt.c c.~1lti:f:,c·i; i -ti~H-q rtil~ tY ; ·:::1 .tr.r ;; ;.,~e. .. ie, f'" F.i:•J::. i 
-r- =Gi ..... .c ·1i .; fi:;o L --;v ,·-.:-- D€:G 1 8 .Lt..t1p -,--•-_: L '. ·!:.: .. • t .. ld r.i~ 
t u~~ ' ov ~ • b.-. _, lUI') ,'· ... lt::Jl"'' .,n -rl<1 ~•1• c.h i;;cd t : 1ver h>! -r· 
:-'0f~i-- ~<l fo,,-'; '. 1 l1.1r"' r,_" fl_ ,s, 1 O'"! t.:'Ul':J fl f~w t.i.mec i !! ~. Ii~ "'; 
i'1 c t,i irr; , p]:)'? sc) c h•~ t ~e .i.\, t,c ' 1.. :i f ~>:C-.Iuo <1 f' c li ·t . 

3) 1.; 'vc~1 .<1 saer, tb:.t •:t.,.,1~• o.c 1 .1.a c~l.:: 1 5.,., 1ir.c1·i c1:n 
.:.1.:'.r:n~: for mmo:1 r,n.; ,~i.r, cc' ':'lld ::,r "' •,cl9- :i ..; ·p ,.,.r :1 -:f ·:.c-..,t,h 
S 1!Pt!S~ thf)llD;.tlt, l1ru:•r::<> 1 :C1 r~i;:.:-s.·c :i.:.:::,tt o,t': ;hiH ".:i I) che:ap 
nun . ;r ii~ld hlrr. thrt Y. .:.,l~ i:: r -vcr-s re:;p::.e tr ·;.;2~ :i.ridjzn 
_,m·x1t=-.c1e in ::.nuir,· t:':1 '.Yetll r.s 111 801i-t;i1 r- 11d ~PZ1i 1fricn ;mt jn 
do'fcronca to ·;_;he ~T"'"'+ tr .. c:i."iO'll. r~.:.iin:: pu.blic l li'tLtle rb"~.:~ 
v l d }.En i...oola t~ ' 01 J .1en ;,r:-t:.a 1 rn,i his !:J~n to 'J oe r;ancia. a 

,'i-) Fir;~ lly, they .te-~·'.i --li"''~ Gr~l1:'f ,:nee ~pp0a.r-~J. oftrm 
f!JIJOltg'l: ~ Cir hir, t t· "'.r1 r:; ,:, '1"::'.'( . Gn; f'f 7,-..j er "'T:''"'-rG i r, t 1'1 

fJ'9.G3 0(? f1·:.,r. ]'[:;C 13-17 r-i:C1 th..J.r. :1 OJ, P! e•- 164- 1 72 . Plce1.:o 
cl:!rnge 'Gruff l-c:.cr:- ' . -';") ' yrtr,lmr .. , Tc.nv • ,in '71-,., c.i-81- in '2'trmcc 
-'d' .. eri t o 1 Lc;1;,.i,~• 1 'N.u.Nl c•v~r it :i_9·r•c_::>•.,q·~ecl . Se, th"' fi1.st ti?:"1~ ,·.t•uld 
ro:-- 1: " '.!:h~ ,'!.l"'--'.ff vt • ce ,. :: Pt t ::;:- 11. :ir. ::i')•m ·..,ci 1; ' ..:.. .: .~ • , ro o I c '" 

Thin c·Mr.pl etcs rll t~1s crumgo~ I intcmd to nioke . For ti. -cle 
1,h"t 0(1 YG1'. t hii'L: cf I :1 ;', OF ~1::.:1 ~· l, or h..LL 1·i' :Gl,G~ 'HiE 
NIGBf? lf ~11 JU l:i)·e A f.rGFu™6I Tt,:E.I h o\/l7"i:l'::-, much r> a I d!) tben I 
, ! 11 i:1sj st 011 it. 

Y-ur.e evo-.r 
/ '-
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (U.S.A.), Alan Pringle, David llland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley 

JFAB ER AND JFABE R LTD 

PFduS/ JPH 

Peter Abrahams Esq. , 
Ceyaba , 
Red Hills P. O. , 
St. Andrew, 
Jamaica , ~ . I . 

Dear Peter, 

P U BL I SHERS 

24 Russell Square London W C1 
Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543 

17th August 1964 

I have your two letters da t ed July 29t h (to Innes Rose) and August 6t h 
(to Harold Strauss) . It is a great pi ty about the title, but I agree tha t 
we can.~ot very well use THI3 PASSING NIGl~ as it has been used so recently. 
The book by Clive Miller was published over he re by Secker & ','larburg, so 
the same considerations apply. I am not absolutely certain about THE PERILS 
OF TRIS PASSING NIGHT , though I suppose i t is possible. I wonder what Knopf 
will say about that or whether they will have some other suggestion. I did 
think myself of THE CAPI'URED AND THE FREE, but I think this is ruled out by 
Joyce Cary ' s THE CAPI'IVE Al\'TI THE FREE. I was trying to take something from 
your dedication.1' Incidentally , both the dedication and the quotation from 
Keats will presumably have to be considered if the titl e is changed. 

Vie think that THE HU.NI' FOR NKOSI is too difficult on account of the 
name and THE HUNTER &: THE HUNl'ED too much like other titles which have been 
used. (We have a children's story called HUNTBR HUNrED. ) 

We don't want to hold the book up more tban we can possibly help, and I 
should be very gra t eful to have any further suggestions you may want to put 
forward. 

~e are quite willing to accept your cu-g; and I have put a pencil through 
those passaBes , assuming that Knopf wi ll a l so accept them. But on this too I 
should be grateful for early word , in case some further change ms been made. 

If I have any other ideas about the title I shall of course let you know 
at once. 

With best wishes , 
Yours 

)( ~ 
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (u.S.A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith, Peter Crawley 

FABER AND FABER LTD 
P U BL ISHER S 

24 Russell Square London WC1 
Fabbaf L ondon W.C.1. Museum 9543 

\ 

PFduS/GP 16th July, 1964. 

Peter Abrahams Esq. , 
"Coyaba", 
Red Hills P.O., 
St . Andrew, 
Jamaica. 

Dear Peter, 

Ver.y many t hanks indeed for your letter of June 30th. We 
have recei vod t he manuscript safely now and have read it . I found it 
very exciting t o read and an extraordinarily interesting s tudy of the 
clash between black South Africans and Indians. What an awful 
additional complication that is! As always , your understanding of the 
Afrikafner i s very impressive . 

'-' 

It i s an enormous pleasure to have a new novel by you 
and we are thrilled with it. I hope this means that you will foll ow 
up with another before too long. I am maki ng an off er of course t o 
Innes Rose and he will no doubt deal with the contract. 1fith rega rd 
t o the da te of publicati on, i t i sn ' t real l y feasibl e to publish 
before Christmas. It i s no good publishing too late in the yea r , tr~ t 
is to say too near to Christ mas, and this year is in any ca se made 
more difficul t for us by the election that will be coming in October. 
The book wil l have a much better chance if i t appears in the early part 
of 1965 and I ' m afraid tha t South Africa will cont i nue to be topical . 
But we shal l press ahea d wi th the book and there won't be any dragging 
of feet . 

It is so good to be writing to you again about a 
manuscript. 

With very bes t wishes, 

Yours ever, 
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Pctc:r· ,1·u. 3•utcy Lu<J. . , 
P'1ber ~.:ui P bJr Ltd, 
24 liu . ~tll d~u~re , 
~'.j:) (: )I" \'! . ,., • 1 

,I 

t • ~cy~i'Of; i: 

... ed J::111~ P . C. 
St. }J.~C.:-cr-: 
Jr:i:i?ica . 

I ·theu{sh-c JOl) .. r;.i el1t like, ·t~ :-'7'l0V '" t'18"t; J b.t1-v J i:--s·~ 
co.1:r; lr~_,f:d. r ::-ov _:. W!' :..ch i::, .r.o ., ll~irlf. -t,;rp~c.i. und '!.:_ice I ho-p~ 

\ 
-- tn mail t., yott by cir--fr0:tg}1"t o;~ ·~~1c ~11cl ~f ~hj .. :tee.J: . I ~c.i, 

~or.c!:i:1 .c . i •t C:ire:,t t,:, yc1: i:::..tzr~ -;,; ~~'lr0u.gt Irm,~s Roze 
tec·•ti.Jc I lwpc ~· '.)u 1;j:J.:i.. ~ v to .:et it in t o ;rct1r Cl::: ~"' ·tr is liet, 
if J-- ..:,~ :LiJ._E. it c.,f CCUI'Le , snc:. tir:..c mJ.gh1. bt: C'll i \LPC1'tt?nt 
factc1 ... '::he ctor~- is sot :r-. So1- 11" l:f:•i c1. &n cl t :-.~ ?i,:-:mii:.-
!t&ndel.., i;ri r l n.a z rr.:;:d-, it r:n-1:!r ·.;c~icw. I t is cellt,d 
mnrc: P'· '1SI~·'!. ·.1.1,T~.•.:'1'1 ... -:n,J rl"'Y'> ' - "u·'°' --l•c·1i· I>.: r •l· +~- -;~},,-,,. !'PI" ;; \',." l ' d n ,.t._J,. - J .. -- ' .. .... 'W '"" J.," .. 1...1 t.. ... ..... \,, 1.,.. .. u .... - f.J""- "'" ... ...... - u. :-> . ... <.,;:. .., ~ . 

rrr..'3 5:..'t3J>t'!l1D{! sids cf +,:1e ::: ·~or7,.,. i~ ~h8 t ·cf r. man ~;:10 h~s 
1::roP:E;i:. V ::r..~n:ay i.:, t.:; t1.e coL?l1 try -::·: ~" ·the ;~opLY wlio 01•c fighting 
.o ir nil1 G·. ·';r,n ..,,.,~r ... .,......,r:.,.,..,,1- r,i•1·1 •· ·~, ..., .... , _ '"'"'Cc,-. .. -,,,- .. ✓•• ... r,, , ..:.; ,, 'bl ,-,n•r--.o_~ 

. t::, tl - - ..,.1 _ .,. _ \,; c--,, -,.;,., ~ .., 4 .,. ._.. ,.__,, -' • .... ►..., LJ -• .:., \ ; ~ _ '•" =- .... .., 'A"'-' ... ~ V ..... 1i..1 -v , , .. li.\.~ 

rrd., iJ.t,.lt S1' Cct:."i t,:r .£.;:::'C 3:3 ('J· G -~-~Z;t:.ng ::'c.r 1i-r.:. Th~ p!li.loso-phic 
si cte u+s•rlc vii th t le' l)::-0·01,n o::: tLe Indi ~n m.ino:.-i t;r r.01:;mt.mi "';J 
fl '1J ,.h"' t ·t'1:;; t,v0 -';,; d~ "';.::. c~ri1 acc•i;tn1co by ·fo-9 Afri crine 
when ~JJ.C' 6Py of .".f ri c ~n IH.Y,Je:.• r~: •riv•·s. ::1 ~ ·y ov~nt,. ;, Ju. 
wi ll t ,,-: r 0J.•:: bo 1",;;C 1 i:: :':C'l y~-..u"c~l.:' ;:;oon . 

I 
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rtr''f'l Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

/ Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (u. s. A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith 

FABER AND FABER LTD 

PFduS/EML 

PUBLISHERS 
24 Russell Square London WC1 

Fabbaf London W.C.1 . Museum 9543 

Peter Abrahams Esq., 
Coyaba , 
Red Hills P. O., 
St. Andrew, 
Jamaica, w.r. 

Dear Peter , 

13th February, 1962 

I am terribly sorry to have to say tha t we did not feel abl e 
to make an offer t o Hendriks for his poems, though we liked them quite 
well, They are not quite suitable for our list, we f eel. I saw him 
when he was in London recently and liked him very much indeed. I 
suggested,., that as he was going away and would not be able to visit 
other publishers , I should r eco~end the book to someone else and I 
have i n fact sent it now to Andre Deutsch , who might possibly be 
inter ested. There ar e of course other possibilities, but I t hought 
it might be hel pful just to start the manuscript off myself. 

It is sad that we coul d not do it here, but we are not taking 
very much new poetry at present . 

I hope that you my be over here before too long so tha t we 
can discuss a ll sorts of things. 

With bes t wishes. 

Yours ever , 
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Richard de la Mare, Chairman. P. F. du Sautoy, Vice-Chairman 

Lady Faber, T. S. Eliot, Morley Kennerley (u. s. A.), Alan Pringle, David Bland, Charles Monteith 

FABER AND FABER LTD 

FFduS/ASB 

PUBLISHERS 
24 Russell Square London WC1 

Fabbaf London W.C.1. Museum 9543 

Mr . Peter Abrahams , 
Coyaba , 
Red Hi lls , P. O. , 
St. Andr ew, 
Jarrii.ica W. l . 

Dear Peter, 

11th Januar y 1962 

How splendi d to hear from you again! We s l't\. ll of cour s e 
be ver y glad to cons i der t he poems by A. L. Hendr iks , but I ought t o 
warn you (though you know it already) that we do r eally take very 
1 i t tle new poetry t hese days , for obv i ous reasons . 

I am most interested tor ead what yous ay about West I ndian 
writ i ng , and about John Hea rne. I wonder mat impact the island will 
make on h im now. There might be a considerab le change in his wr i ting , 
and possibly a new and valuable devel opment . 

I am so glad you had a visit f rom Anne Walmsley before 
Christ~s . We saw her when she was ov er here dur i ng the summer and 
it was obvious t hat Jamaica, and the West Indi es generall y , meant a 
gr eat deal t o her. I am a fra id she may i n t he end find i t qu i t e 
difficult to come back. 

It will be wonder ful if you come t hrough London on your way 
to Tanganyika and I hope you wil l gi ve warning of your approach so that 
we can pl an to meet. It s eems a l ong time since we saw you. And the 
news that there rrtl.y be another book or even books from you before t oo 
l ong i s ver y exciting; ther e bas been too bi g a gap. 

Your s ever, 
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