INTRODUCT ION

This report, submitted in part requirement for the {
Postgraduate Diploma of the Imperial College of Tropical i
Agriculture, has been prepared not only as an exercise but to

provide the writer with the necessary background and experience

for his future work in Fiji. {
The establishment of cocoa as a commerclal crop in Fiji
has been under consideration far some time past. Professor |
Shephard, when visiting the Pacific territories in 1944(1), was w
asked to report specifically on the possibility of developing a
cocoa industry in FijJi. A visit was also made by Mr. D.H. Urquhart,

former Director of Agriculture, Gold Coast, in June 1952 to advise

on the same matter.

The satisfactory establishment of an additional permanent
crop should materially improve the economy of Fiji. It would be
of especial value to the Fijian people who are confronted with the
problem of efficient and wise utilisation of their tribal lands.

Sound advice was given by Shephard(l)who stressed that k
the development of a cocoa industry must be a slow and careful
process. The introduction and multiplication of planting material $
would take several years. Prelimimary soil investigations and ‘
careful trials would have to be carried out by the Department of
Agriculture before the planting of the crop was recommended to

e

farmers.

The Trinidad cocoa industry is one of the oldest in the !
world and has passed through many vicissitudes since its inceptlon.
The island is also the centre of considerable research work. The
economic investigations, botanical, chemical and ecological studies
made in recent'years have been of particular interest and value to
the cocoa world. It is feit that Trinidad offers unique oppor-
“tunities for anyone likely to participate in the development of

cocoa in other territories to acquire the necessary background.

Part I of the report 1s devoted to a review of the

industry from its inception to the present day. Its early history




and development, the years of prosperity and depression, the
action taken by the various interested parties to assist in its
rehabilitation, the present Cocoa Subsidy Scheme and its progress
and future plans for the industry are carefully examined.

A word of explanation appears necessary. The first
part of the report may seem unduly long as a prelude to a survey
of a peasant area. The writer had no previous experience of
cocoa nor with the people of this colony. It is felt that a
detailed knowledge of the industry, its problems and the people
assocliated with it was necessary before the survey of a particular
area could be attempted.

Part II is devoted to a detailed study of cocoa
production in the Maracas Valley under peasant conditions.
Observations are made on the position éf these farmers and

the industry as indicated by the field survey.
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