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LONDON
15th March 1961

Mr. Peter Abrahams,

The West Indian Economist,
164 Harbour Street,
Kingston, Jamaica.

Dear Mr. Abrahams,

On my return from America, Hilary HBODRn®lein has shown me
your kind letter of 25th January.

We have abandoned the idea off giyIntroduction, as we think
it is probably better for the bogk Qg Wtand on its own feet.

But I should very muchNMge” to quote you. Unless we hear
to the contrary, I shall take @t gfhat you have no objection to our
using the following - all§ W course, taken from your letter:

"A tremendously @npresS@ive book: one of its most striking
features is ghe Mmost fierce honesty with which the author

reveals hersellN To regd 1t 1

(63]

to share thé continuously
rich experience of all that went into the making of one human
beinz: and the writing is often exceedingly beautiful. I am
completely "sold" on the book." /

Yours very sincerely,

* All manuscripts and other dOC}lments submitted to the firm, whether at the request of the firm or otherwise, are submitted at the author’s risk :
and, while every possible care is taken, in the event of loss or damage to manuscripts, etc., the company cannot hold itself in any way responsible *
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LONDON

30th January 1961

Peter Abrahams, Esq, ,

West Indian Economist,
164-6 Harbour Street,

Kingston,

Jamaica.

Dear Peter,

Very many thanks for your letter %about Cecily
Waite-Smith's manuscript. I amgdelighted to know
that you are as keen on it as we are, and thank you
also for your advice about“promeobting the book.

There is no. chance ofy, showing you the revised
manuscript, but I hope %o bg 'able to send you a set
of page proofs, whigh shoudd be in some time in the
next three or fourfweeks.

Yours ever,

All manuscripts and other documents submitted to the firm, whether at the request of the firm or otherwise, are submitted at the author’s rigk : *
e every possible care is taken, in the event of loss or damage to manuscripts, etc., the company cannot hold itself in any way responsible
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25th Jenuery, 1961,

Mr, Hillary Rubenstein,
Victor Collancz Limited,
14 Henrietta Street,
London W,C.2.

Dercr Hillary,

Thenk you for your nete concerming Cecilyy
Weite~-Smith's meruscript, I am sorry sbout the delay
in writing to Ceeily =bout it but she knows what a
crowded plete I have here in Jameica,

I em tremendously impressed by her msnuscript and
I think it is the kind of Deok which you can publish
with pride.

One of the most \etiriking and most impressive
aspects ,of the manuscript is the almost fierce honesty
with which Cegily reveals herself to the reader, I
em completely d on the book 2nd I think it hes
moments of exceedingly besutiful writing and I think it is
2 continous end rich experience of a2ll that went into
the making of.onhe human being,

I find it very difficult to suggest anybody whom
you should approach to do an introduction, partly
because I am not sure that I sgree with you that an
introduction will necessarily help the book slong =nd
partly becouse I feel that the book does not need the
kind of crutch which an introduction by some literesry V.I.P
implies, What I would suggest is that you send copies
of the gelleys to helf a dozen writers whom Cecily admires,,
snd invite their comments for use on the dust jacket and
for other promotionsl efforts, This would probebly
delay you publication dete a little but I think it would
prove eminently worthwhile, If you are still bent,
however, on having en introduction my own personal
suggestion would be that very fine old gentleman, E, M.
Foster, though I am inclined to think that he will
feel rather as I do, which is that the book should
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end cen stend on its own feet. And it is of course
likely thet he mey prefer not to write an introduction.

I 21so think that it is the kind of book that
would interest Grahem Creene, If reither of these
two ore willing to write an introduction and you are
still sold on the idea then I would of course be
willing to do it,

In =sny case, I understend Cecily is re-writing
the opening end the ending of the book whether you went a
note slong the line suggest for prométional purnposes or
whe ther you want en iniroduction, I should very much like
to see the revised and finish version either in monuscript
form or in galley.

All goes well here though I am Working so herd on
so meny things thet there is very little time for
writing, But I =m sure this will emd Sometime ond I
will go back to writing, In the meesntime I am enjoy-
ing life enormously.

I should be grateful £ you will show this to

Cecily snd tell her that I will soon write her a very
long love letter,

Wermest personsl regaxés,

Yours sincerely,

PETER ABRAHAMS,
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LONDON

2nd January, 1961

Peter Abrahams, Esq.,
c¢/o Radio Jamaica,
Kingston,

Jagaica.

Dear Peter,

How are you? I do hope things{fleurish with you and
the family in the Jamaica sun, though I am sorry not to
see your face around here any mores

As you will have heard, we are to have the great
pleasure of publishing Cegily Waite-Smith's autobiography,
THE LONG RUN. I gather that the author has written to you
to ask whether you canirecommend thetbook to some suitable
literary person over here who might write a brief two-page
foreword; alternatiwvely that you might consider witing
such a piece younself.

Have you had & chance to read the book yourself yet?
If so, do let"as know what you think.

#11 the best to you for 1961, and for the sixties in
general, for that matter,

Yours, /::>
o

* All manuseripts and other documents submitted to the firm, whether at the request of the firm or otherwise, are submitted at the author’s risk: *
and, while every possible care is taken, in the event of logs or damage to manuscripts, ete., the company cannot hold itself in any way responsible
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LONDON
6th March, 1959.

Peter Abrahams, Esq.,

c/o The West Indian Economist,
164 - 166, Harbour Street,
Kingston,

Jamaica.

Dear Peter,

It seems ages since I lastsaw you. I do hope
things go well with you.

I am sending you &y suRfice mail a copy of the

American edition of Langstom Hughes' novel TAMBUURINES

TO GLURY. You maw, alreafly have seen the American edition.
We are all immenselly %keen on the book here, and are at

the same time d@presseéd at the difficulty of "putting
Hughes across!! owerdhere. The purpose of my writing,
as you may guRsSyds to ask whether, if you like the book
(as I'm sure ybdu will), you would care to give us a quote
for use inQur publici ty. I need not say how much we
should appreedfite a sentence or two from you.

I hHeard this morning from Nadine Gordimer that she
will be seeing you in Georgetown later this month at an
apartheid seminar there. Give her my love, won't you?

Yours ever,

hR/JJ bmitted at the author’s risk:
ipts 3 : uts submitted to the firm, whether at the request of the firm or otherwise, are su mitted at the author’s risk:
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14 Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, W.C.2
LONDON

19th November, 1953.

Peter Abrahams, Esg.,
3é,ndessel Drive,
Debden,

Loughton,

Essex.

Dear Mr. Abrahams,

Forgive me for worrying veu€Qp/ the following
matter.

We are publishing egflyWext year Langston
Hughes! SIMPLE TAKES A WIFE (yodl willd probably remember his
SIMPLE SPEAKS HIS MIND,/ andyoplg®books of his which, I
believe, haven't been publdshed §n this country). The
new book seems to us quite RglNgghtful, and we are anxious to
give it a good "send off! her®. On the other hand, it is
one of those books whichNgrgfextremely difficult: it isnt't
quite a novel, the g@hor'¥ name isn't well-known over here,
he is an American (Whi%h is a disadvantage at the present
moment, so far a&f%h4& réviewers and the public are concerned)
and so on and &g Opn. WIf you had time to read the proof, liked
it, and cared§o ®&d us a line or two which we could use in
our publicigy, We should be immensely grateful. It would make
all the diffgrenge.

I haven't any excuse for troubling you in this
way, except that some years ago we turned down your WILD
CONQUEST, and have been berating ourselves even since for
doing so. In fact, although we, like every other publisher,
are guilty of such aberrations from time to time, there are
not many in,our history which we regret more.

Yours truly,

5 Director.

SH/MBW

. 7 f r
oty flewba—s
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Anne Walmsley
113 Bedford Court Mansions Bedford Avenue London WC1B 3AG
Telephone 01-636-0409

3 July 1984

Peter Abrahams

Red Hills PO
St Andrew
JAMAICA

Dear Peter

THE VIEW FROM COYABA

Your letter of 2% June came yesterday - and crossed with
mine to you of 19 June.

Thanks very much for sending a copy of the list of your
corrections to the TS, as sent to fabers last September. It's
so good to see these at least. If only I'd had them before and
could have incorporated them into the editing! But although
1 asked Fabers for them in Mareh (when I did the preliminary
editing) and in May (the final editing), they had still not come
to light.

However, 1'm passing this copy of your list on to Irank
at Fabers rightaway. I'm sure we can incorporate these changes,
wherever relevant, in the edited copy of the TS that is here:
Just so sorry that you won't find them in the copy that has been
sent to yous

I wait enxiously to hear whether, in other respects, you
find the edited TS in good shape.

Warmest resgards

Yours ever

A



Anne Walmsley
113 Bedford Court Mansions Bedford Avenue London WC1B 3AG
Telephone 01-636-0409

19 June 1984

Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills PO
St Andrew
JAVATICA

Dear Peter
THE VIEW FROM COYABA

It was very nice of you to write to me as well as to Fabers
at the end of March, saying that you were happy with my proposed
cuts and editing of your book: thank you. I hawve now been through
the whole TS again, slowly and carefully, and handed it over to
Frank Pike at Fabers a few days ago. frank will then be sending
you a xerox copy, with a note on what I've done. I look forwerd
very much to hearing how you find it now, You must of course let
us know of points where you cannot acecept my editing,. But I very
much hope that, in general, you will find that that book reads as
you would like to see it published.

May I say what a tremendously rewarding book I have found it:
even at a fourth reading, 1 have drawn so moch from it, I am most
eager to see it appear and to hear it discussed. 1 do wish you
very we1¥with it.

Yes, Sekou Touré}s death was another milestone. And Nyerere
seems set on stepping down from the Presidency in ‘Tanzania very soon,
S0 much is changing. I'm planning a trip to Kenya, Zimbabwe and
South Africa in August/September which will be immensely interesting.

Sorry you couldn't write for Index but understand the pressures.
We had a conference this weekend: cutting enclosed. To have Sepamla
and Breytenbach together was a special treat. We'd invited lon Mattera
too, but he melly was refused a passport.

I bad dinner recently with Archbishop Trevor Huddleston. We
spoke of you, What, I wonder, will he make of A View from Coyaba?

Warmest wishes to Daphne and yourself

Yours ever

hms—



| Per Wiastberg, ;’l‘ .
Adolf Fredrir® rx%iata 15,
Stockholm C. L. den.

L

8th August 1960,

Dear lr Abrahams,

Long time ago - I think im March - 1 wrote a letter to you,
concerning an‘logy of African writing that I am editing for
publication in" en next year. I mentioned I spent most of 1959
in Southern Africa, wrote articles for the primcipal Swedish news—
paper, and am nov a prohibited immigrant to the Umion, I have a
book on the Union coming out in September,

I am well acquainted with your books, hawimg.read all of them
and prefaced the Swedish tramslation of ABLL-FREEDCM that will
appear in a few weeks. A WREATH FOR UDUMO%is also mmdexbeing consi-
dered for tramslation, I hear, but mo decision has been made yet.

¥hat I would like to fimd ou%sif you have any special wishes for
what should be included of yeurfwork in this anthology. Are there,
outside your books, any,personal impressions, article or short story
that you might prefer\toVa chapter from, say, Udomo or Path of Fumsx
Thunder? Ip this case, where can 1 find hem? Do you have anything
umpublished, or unider publication, dealing with Africa, that you
might like to confront the Scandinavian public with? Finally, could
you be kind e nouzh to send me some personal dates: birth, career,
&e., (except the books).

I would greatly appreciate your helpfulness, and I do hope this
letter will reach you. I got this address from Mr Charles Monteith
of Fabers, and Nadine Gordimer who is a friemd of mine also thought

I might get here.
might get you there Sincerely yours,






August 14, 2000

Coyaba
P.O. Box 20
Red Hills
St, Andrew
Jamaica

Dr. Catherine Woeber

P,O, Box 20091

NOORDBRUG

2522

South Africa

Dear Professor Woeber

This is to thank vou for vour letter of July 27" (I assume vou have by now received your
doctorate hence my formal and congratulatory style of addressing you; so much better, I think,
than the safe and guarded "Ms”).

I received from the in-house editor of the American Dictionary of Literary Biography,
in December of last year, a copy of the master proofs of your contribution and found it
interesting. I wrote Mr. Jan Peter F. van Rosevelt about one correction and told him my last
work was in preparation for publication. He wrote back asking me if he could inform you
about the new work and I replied ‘ves’; so ['assumed you would be aware of 7he Covaba
Chronicles which should be published simultaneously here and in Johannesburg within the
next ten days. An American edition is planned for next Spring. European publishers seem,
understandably to me, ambivalent about this book. You may understand why when you read
it. The South African edition is published by David Philip.

As for your questions, | hope you find at least some of the answers you seek in 7he
Coyaba Chronicles. Beyond that I have very strong and deep reservations about explaining
my writing. It should stand or fall on its own. What I do hope, and I say it in the Chronicles
is that the need for my kind of writing is coming to a close. I see glimpses of the shape of
tomorrow’s writing from those who succeed the black writers of this century. I hope for a
much freer, more open, more challenging literature - beyond race, colour, ethnic and tribal
and regional difference - which would question and try to redefine the relations between
man and man, man and woman, mothers/fathers and children; and all of these as they affect
and are affected by nature’s scheme of things: and I hope for all this from a uniquely non-
Western, non-European perspective. What a tall order! I hope it will come about. But [ am
too old to even think of starting the process. Someone else, someone young and full of the
passion and emotional and intellectual vigour and energy we had when those of our
generation were in our late teens and early twenties. The big difference, the great advantage,
would be that they would start where we left off. This is part of the process, the continuum
we must maintain if life is to have any worthwhile meaning in tomorrow’s world. But it is
they, not we, who will decide the terms of engagement.

Best regards from both of us



P.O. Box 20091

NOORDBRUG
2522
SOUTH AFRICA
27 July 2000

Mr Peter Abrahams

‘Coyaba’

Red Hills

St Andrew

JAMAICA

Dear Mr Abrahams

It has been five years since | last wrote to you, and | do hope this letter finds you and
your wife Daphne in good health. ‘You recall that | was investigating the contribution of
St Peter’s School to our literary history, the focus being mainly on you and Zeke
Mphahlele. As | have immersed myself in your work, one of the things | have found
most difficult is lack of contact with you, because you have made the doctorate much
more than an academic study, rather my own search for identity.

Since my last letter, | have spent some time among the Community of the Resurrection,
in Mirfield, Yorkshire, and spoke to Trevor Huddleston before he died. His ashes were
brought back to be buried on African soil, but | found it very moving to walk on that
Mirfield hillside among the graves of those brethren buried there, who had discovered
that Africa fulfilled them deeply, among them Alban Winter, Roger Castle, and Raymond
Raynes. Last year around this time, I'made a pilgrimage to Grace Dieu, now derelict
and windswept, an indictment on those who held power for the past fifty years, but all
there as you described it, and redolent of the people who had lived and worked there. |
saw Latimer Fuller’s grave, and walked the perimeter of the bounds which you used to
with Jonathan, and it was as if sixty-five years collapsed. | spoke to an old woman who
remembered its former glory, yet the deepest conviction | had was that its real glory lived
on in the people who had been there, and those whose lives they still touch.

It was The View from Coyaba which set me off on the quest for you ten years ago, but
which has ended up as a quest for myself. After reading and re-reading all your work,
fiction and non-fiction, | moved back to Du Bois, and read as many of his writings as |
could and David Levering Lewis’s biography, and then moved on to our own thinkers,
Sol Plaatje, Anton Lembede, Robert Sobukwe, all the time your position becoming more

+ | Litarat + 2 + Talel 4+
central not only to cur literature, but to our struggle to find ourselves as a nation.

| have often wanted to write to you, but felt it was not appropriate to push things as you
consolidate your life’'s work. But given that Du Bois made it to his ninety-fifth year, you
could still have over a decade to go, and | wanted to tell you how deeply you have
affected my life, and influenced my search for home. | still have a deep desire to visit
you at Coyaba, and would make the arrangements if you gave the word.

As | put the finishing touches to my thesis, | am trying to situate Tell Freedom within your
life, and perhaps you might help me here. Your autobiography was written when you
were in your early thirties. You had been in close contact with Richard Wright in Paris
after the War and read Black Boy, but were there any other autobiographies you had
been reading? You had read Washington’s Up from Slavery at the BMSC some twenty
years before, but were there any others before you came to write yours, and why was it
that you felt the need to write your own life story then?



Secondly, how would you respond to the idea that your life story was a testimony to truth
(‘tell freedom’), a witness to the reality of who you were (and were becoming)? In as
much as the spiritual Go Tell It on the Mountain is a testimony to the good news of
Christ, could your autobiography Tell Freedom bear witness to freedom as the apex of
human achievement and striving, as Albert Lutuli suggested in 1958:

“Is this vision of a democratic society in South Africa a realisable vision?
Or is it merely a mirage?” | say, it is a realisable vision. For it is in the
nature of man, to yearn and struggle for freedom. The germ of freedom is
in every individual, in anyone who is a human being. In fact, the history of
mankind is the history of man struggling and striving for freedom.

Or as Anton Lembede had put it in 1945, tracking your constant ideas about the three
levels of freedom, "Man is body, mind and spirit with needs, desires, and aspirations in
all three elements of his nature. History is 2 record of humanity's strivings for complete
self-realisation". This is a profoundly religious vision, and | would like your assessment
of the autobiography as a testimony or witness to truth. Were you conscious of this
dimension at the time, and where did it come from?

Finally, could you shed any light on why you chose to use the autobiography to relate
the first twenty years of your life, and the epic novel for the next forty, for that is partly
what The View from Coyaba is, isn’t it? Did the autobiography trace your life away from
Africa, and the novel integrate your life back to Africa, as it were? Did you ever want,
like Zeke Mphahlele, to write a second instalment of autobiography and eschew that for
the novel, because the novel, by its manipulable form, could say far more about the
course your life took than autobiography?

It would mean a lot to me if you would give me your responses as briefly or as fully as
you want to. | respect what you told me in your last letter, that you are working hard to
close the circle, which is why | have not written before. But | did want you to know how
much your life and writing have meant to me, even more so five years on, as | have tried
to situate myself within a very different South Africa from that in which [ first read
Coyaba. And work out why it has claims upon me that | cannot, do not want to refuse,
because of you and Mphahlele and Du Bois and all the other thinkers who believe in
Africa and the contribution she gives and has yet to give to the world.

| do hope to hear from you in response, even if it is only to let me know how you are, and
perhaps whether anything of yours is due to be published. Please tell me if there is
anything ! can do for you, for it would give me great pleasure to give something back tc
you for the meaning and fulfillment you have given me. | have tried to do this in my
doctoral study which has taken so long, because it has followed so many side roads. It
was my way of paying you homage, even if we may never meet in this life.

| look forward to hearing from you when you can reply. Meanwhile, my very best wishes
to you and to Daphne.

Yours faithfully

£ adiain Wi



BRUCCOLI CLARK LAYMAN, INC.

2006 Sumter Street Columbia, S.C. 29201-2157 U.5.A
(803) 771-4642

Fax (803) 799-6953

http://www.bcl-manly.com

17 December 1999
Mr. Peter Abrahams
Red Hills
St. Andrew, Jamaica,
West Indies

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

Enclosed is a copy of the uncorrected master proofs of Professor Catherine Woeber’s
entry on you for Dictionary of Literary Biography volume 222, South African Writers, edited by
Paul T. Scanlon. (The queries in the proofs are intended for the contributor.) DLB is a reference
series intended for students and general library patrons, primarily in the United States.

Should you wish to review the entry, we would be glad to correct any factual errors you
point out or add any significant information that was omitted; however, please send us any
corrections as soon as possible, as we may not be able to incorporate your information if we
receive it too late in the production process.

We hope you are pleased with the entry. Please feel free to write, call, or e-mail me if
you have any questions or comments.

Sincerely,

//%@\

Peter F/van Rosevelt
In-house editor, DLB 222
Jvanrosevelt@bcl-manly.com

ENC: 1



P.O. Box 20091
Noordbrug

2522

North West Province
SOUTH AFRICA

2 December 1995

Mr Peter Abrahams
“Covaba'

Red Hills P.O.

St Andrew

JAMAICA

Dear Mr Abrahams

Thank vou so much for your letter of 16" November. I am
writing immediately by return of post to ask you to please
disregard my letter of vesterday (the third!), as I only

received vour welcome reply today.

I do understand vour reasons, for not granting an interview,
given vour desire to complete the circle. Like my daily
praver for our dearly-loved President, I can only wish that
good health and time remain to vyou in order that you may
finish the special task only vou can accomplish.

I also appreciate that vour books are indeed yvour testament;
that indeed 1is why I was drawn to them in the first place.
It is also important for me to know that you hold this view.
Still, on “your recommendation, I shall be contacting
Professor Abrahams once he has had a chance to settle in,
although I see he 1s alreadvy making his mark 1in South
African academic circles.

Thank vou for writing such a warm letter. I appreciate
receiving your reply, and respect the sentiments vyou have
expressed. May I wish vou all the vigour and time vou need
to finish your remarkable life's work.

Warm regards to your wife Daphne from whom, I know, vou dfaw
your strength.

Yours faithfully

C atoni Witer

CATHERINE WOEBER



P.O. Box 20091

Noordbrug
2522
North West Province
SOUTH AFRICA
1 December 1995
Mr Peter Abrahams
‘Coyaba’
Red Hills
St Andrew
JAMAICA
Dear Mr Abrahams

I wrote to you in July and again in October this year, requesting an interview with
you early next year. Since I do not know if my letters arrived, I will give you some
details as to why I am so keen to meet you.

I am at present working on my PhD through the Department of African Literature
at the University of the Witwatersrand. My thesis investigates the contribution of
urban mission education to South African writing, specifically those schools run by
the Community of the Resurrection, and the writers’ varying responses to their
education. While much can be gleaned from autobiographies like Tell Freedom or
Down Second Avenue, you can appreciate that a personal interview with a writer is
a crucial, and perhaps the most honest, way of approaching the subject.

I am aware that you value your privacy and prefer not to give time to things you
consider unimportant at this stage in your life. But I have read your books again
and again for seven years now, and would dearly love to meet you for that reason
alone. It was The View from Coyaba, in fact, which steered me on to this topic, as I
felt intrigued by what I read as your resolution of spiritual questions first set up at
Doornfontein, Grace Dieu and Rosettenville.

Please let me know whether you are willing to see me. I am giving a paper at the
annual African Literature Association Conterence (ALA) in New York from 25-31
March, and should like to meet with you beforehand, if possible on March 20 or 21,
during the octave of your birthday.

As I need to finalise my travel arrangements by 15 January next year, I would be
very grateful if you could let me know your response as soon as possible.

I would consider it a very great privilege to meet you.

Yours faithfully

CATHERINE WOEBER



WORLD CHRISTIAN BOOKS

(Sponsored by the International Missionary Council)

General Editor Chairman of Advisory Council
Bishop Stephen Neill, D.D. 2, Eaton Gate, London, S.W.l. Canon C. E. Raven, D.D.

Secretary: Rev. G. Appleton,
Edinburgh House,
2, Eaton Gate,
London, S.W. 1

SCN/GC. 4th September, 1956,

Peter Abrshams, Esq.,
37, Jessel Drive,
Loughton,

Essex,

Dear lMr. Abrghams,

You will bear me witness that I have been true to my word and have not
bothered you with requests for a book; but the time has come when I think I might
renew contact with you, especially as you have had some talk with Mr. Northcott
of the Lutterworth Press. I know that you are always occupied with a good many
things, but I hope that the time has come when you might feel inclined to
experiment on something for us.

When we talked before, I had the idea that you could do a good deal of
the work in quasi-autobiographical form, but history has moved on since we talked,
and there are other things that need to be taken into consideration. I think that
you are one of the very few people with an African background who sees the real
complexity of the many directions in which the lines of opposition are running -
the difficulty of the African trained in western ideas of democracy, as against both
the traditional African systems of authority and the simple tribal loyalties which
still persist, even after many of their outward forms have been destroyed. It would
help us immensely if you could meke use of your own more recent observations to give
us an understanding of the African mind as it tries to find the Christian way amid
these many perplexities. You may reply that your own thoughts are still tentative
and your own Christian convictions fluid. ¥rom our point of view this would be an
advantage rather than a drawback. There are fifty missionaries in Africa from whom
I could get a clear and intelligent analysis of the situation. I do not know any
Africen Christian who both feels like an African and at the same time stands far
enough back from the problems to view them at 211 objectively. If your transcript
of your own feelings and attitudes reveals some uncertainty, I think that your
evidence would be all the more valuable for the purpose of our series, and I believe
that it would be réndering a real service to the cause of Africs, as well as to the
limited purposes of our series.

1 am not sure whether you are in London at present. If you are, could you
ring me up any day between 10th and 17th September - in office hours at Sloane 9611
and at other times at Western 5032, It would be a pleasure to me to be personally
in touch with you again.
Yours sincerely,

gAY
- 3—___
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FRRONAL \\ Tth September 1962
Mr Peter Abrahams”\\\ Mﬁﬁww”’r
c/o West Indian Economistmm—"""
164 Harbour Street
Kingston
Jamaica,

Dear Mr Abrahams,

On the 28th June Mr Ian Gordom-Brown, one of the
editors of WORLD the organ of two non=profit international
organisations, wrote to you care of the West Indian Economist
asking for permission to reprint your article "The Blacks".

Due to the fact that youwere off the Island when
Mr Gordon-Brown's letter reached Jamaica, we went ahead and
had the article set in type because of the problem of time
factors due to printing in India, We then heard from the
Secretary of the West Indian Economist with your suggestion
that we should get permission from Holiday Magazine and also
your literary agent., We have since been in correspondence with
your agent who has asked us for a reprint fee of $25, While we
feel that this dis a very reasonable figure, we would like to ask
whether we may not use "The Blacks" as a free contribution,

We will send a copy of the magazine in which your article
appears under separate cover, Both we and our readers think very
highly of it.

Yours cordially,
d

Marguerite Lidchi
Joint Editor

WORLD GOODWILL IS AN ACTIVITY OF THE LUCIS TRUST
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10th August 1962

The Editor

West Indian Economist
164 Harbour Street
Kingston

Jamaica

Dear Sir,

I write to thank you for your letter of 26th July concerning
our request for permission to re-print an article by Mr Peter
Abrahams.

Our New York office have been in touch with the magazine
concerned and Mr Peter Abrahams! literary agents, and I believe
that the situation is'under control., I am grateful for your

help.

Yours truly,

Tan Gordon-Brown

WORLD GOODWILL IS AN ACTIVITY OF THE LUCIS TRUST
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26th July, 1962,

Mr. Ian Gordon=Brown,
88 Edgwere Roeod,
Merble Arch,

London' w.z F]

U. K,

Dear Sir,

We ere in receipt of a letter dated 28th June, 1962,
written to Mr, Peter Abrahams requesting permission to re-
print an srticle he wrote entitled "The Blacks" which
appeared in an issue of "Holiday Megazine",

Mr, Abrshems is off ‘Gheydsland at present but we have
comrunicated with him\with wegard to your letter and he
edvise. that you get permigésion from "Holiday Magazine®
and Mrs, Sewell Haggard, Curtis Brown Limited, 575 Madison
Avenue, New York 22, .U.S.As who are his literary asgents,

Yours faithfully,

Y
£ %

,\4& } o

s

/ul Secretaryfzcébuntant.
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BY AIRMAIL Tel: PADdington 1484

28th June 1962

The Editor

West Indian Economist
164 Harbour Street
KINGSTON

Jamaica

Dear Sir,

I am enclosing a letter for lr, Peter Abreahams and I wonder
if you would be good enough to forward it om to him by air if he
is not at the moment in Jamaica.

This letter is a request for his permission to reprint a
piece he wrote and which appeared in "Holiday lMagazine" some little
while back, We hope to be able to reprint it in the August issue
of a magazine which is spomsored jointly by World Goodwill and World
Union, whose headquarters are in Pondicherry, India and we should
therefore be most grateful if you could get my letter to lMr Abrahams
as soon as possible.

I am sending, two copies of the magazine by second class airmail
addressed to lMr Abrahams, c/o of The West Indian Economist. If
Mr Abrahams is not in Jamaica, it would also be real service if you
could forward these copies on to him.

I do hope that this request will not be too much trouble for you.

Yours faithfully,

Ian Gordon-Brown

WORLD GOODWILL IS AN ACTIVITY OF THE LUCIS TRUST
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28th June 1962

Mr Peter Abrahams

c/o West Indian Economist
164 Harbour Street
KINGSTON

Hamaica

Dear lir Abrahams,

I am writing to ask whether we may have your permission to
reprint a piece you wrote entitled "The Blacks" which appeared in
an issue of "Holiday Magazine'.

I am joint editor with adiissillarguerite Lidchi of a bi-monthly
World Review sponsored by World Union and World Goodwill.  Miss Lidchi
had suggested that "The Blacks®™ would fit very well in our plans for
our August issue and I agree with her. It is a really beautiful
piece,

I do hope that it may be possible for you to give us this per-
mission as soon as possible. Will it be necessary for us to write
to "Holiday Magazine" and will it be necessary to acknowledge its prior
publication? We shall be grateful for your advice on this point.

I am sending the two latest copies of our magazine by second class
airmail to you and you will I think see that we are attempting to
develop a publication that will reflect the meny trends towards human
unity in the world today but without being tied to any particular
political, religious, or ideological attitude.

May I say once again how very much I and my colleagues like "The
Blagks" and I do hope that we may use it.

Yours sincerely,

o Gordo St

Tan Gordon-Brown

WORLD GOODWILL IS AN ACTIVITY OF THE LUCIS TRUST



Public Opinion,

2 Torrington Road,
Kingaton, P,0, Box 115,
Jamaica, BeWeIe

June 10, 1957.
Mr, R, H, Young,
Corona Library,
Colonial Office,
Sanctuary Buildings,

Great Smith Street,
SOWOIO

It occurs to me that if roduetion to
the book, I omitted to say that ot visit Jamaica's
dependencies and ‘therefore the % ot fall within the
scope of the book. @

Will you please ert a line to that effect
in the introduction? erlooked one error of
spelling in the galley I assume that straight-
forward name spelling ;h‘% he like will be handled by the
printer's proof-rea%:f o will check against the manu-
script. :

e fiﬁin the section on Green Town, galley
No. 77, 8 lines™\Qown from the sub-heading, "Green Town",
g Ebdon is printed Eodon, I% is a small
Wwoint and hope I have not overlooked any
n any case I expect your proof-readers to
t spelling against the typescript.

I am sorry to hear that Harold Ingrams's book
is so very much longer than it should be, Poor man! He
is going to have an enormous amount of cutting to do.

Best regards,

Yours ever,

\. ; : )
Ij 0, » PETER ABRAHAMS
A «u'*“b

PA/cm ;;

P

p—r}



P Tel.: ABBey 1266

Extension.............c.... %4

lONIAL OFFICE
SANCTUARY  BUILDINGS
GREAT SMITH STREET
SW.i

Your Reference

My Reference.. Ilm‘1 21./32/01

30%uay, 1957

MM?&G&

Very many thanks for the correcfedgoroofs and the
rest. 1I'm glad you enjoyed reading thesbaeK; we think
quite highly of it! \

I've just been resding Mar®ld Ingrams's first draft

on Uganda. It's jolly good, hut egermougly over length.
(‘uttlnr your text will be nothlng CGTI'IOE)I‘\,LL with cutting his.

"British Guiana' xf&g ‘bublished on the 24th lay -
Empire Day, very approfpriatey the only two notices I've
seen so far, in the Dail¥dfail and the Liverpool Post, have
consisted al*nou’c dptirely of quotations from
Sir Winston C 1ux.’m,111's foreworu. But there was a sympathetic
leader in theejlaRci®®ter Guardian.,

LndeXx yes, we will find someone and (I am afraid)
send you thoWbhi#ll, probably about ten guineas.

R an 2 S

/

(R.H. Young)
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PUBLIC OPINION,
. P,0, Box 115, Kingston,
Jamaica, Be We 1s

April 30, 1957.

Mr, Re H. Young,
Information Department,
Colonial Office :
Sanctuary Buildings,
Great Smith Street,

Se Wo 1,
Thanks ?br your letter of th. The
picture about which doubt has arisen &s of Mr, Powell

and his common-law wife Miss Emiline Greens Towne.
I hope this clears up the little confusiop. ;

I am planning to
i.es introduction, comments on

klist, copyright
clearance, photograph and sho

graphical note of myself

with the first bateh of preo hich I hope to return
very shortly. \
I am enjw:lngston and Jamaica enormously,
in

and look forward t e ou here one day.

e regards,

Yours ever,

Bas
PETER ABRAHAMS,
PA:db



Tel.: ABBey 1266

Your Reference

My Reference. L1117, 121,/32/01

COLO" ™  OFFICE
: SANCTUARY BUILDINGS
GREAT SMITH STREET
SWi

...........................

4 April, 1957.

Some doubt has arisen at the Central Office of Information
whether the group in the enclosed photograph is (a) Mr. Powell
and his common=law wife and their family or{b) the Webbs of
Allsides, Could you please decide this fofi® 2 (Don't bother
to return the print; we have another),

May we soon expect the odds anfl emds asked for in my
letter of the 28th February, i.e. ditreduction, comments on the
book=1list, copyright clearance,faid /photograph and short bio-
graphical note about yourself £ Whe printers have given us a
schedule for publication in Yhe Butumn. If we fall down on it
we shall incur: at least foug MOnths' delay,

Are you still, épjoyiwg yourself in Kingston 2 I envy

you a good deal,
j’\&——) At d

e

(R, H. Young)

All the b%t&

Information Department,

Peter Abrahams, Esg.,
"Public Opinion",

Kingstone



C?‘rlﬁ,

E.R.

P.264-6, "And the young poetS....
there is no other."

281, "H. V., Wiseman,sos
in sight."

295-9, Condense, or select quotations?’

You will understand that I do not sugmest the book will
be the better for the excision of tp.se passages;

What I suggest cuttlng is mos 52{ 'fbtationo
y

There is what seems to ping error on p. 2154

the mystic word "ducoil Can you construe? And
on pp. 550~1, we have ement" where I should

have expectnd "Manag 2 ut this may well be
intentional?

\ B
0$ JXL%

(R. H. Young)
Information Department
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