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the role of the East Indian woman in Caribbezn litera-
ture, as character and as writer so that on one level
attention Zocuses on 1mages of the Fast Indian ferals
as presented by male and female Afro-Caribbean and
Inco-Caribpean writers in their literary works, and

on another level the focus is on Indo-Caribbean female
writing., The influences of race and sex are therefore

considered.

A comparative approach is adopted to Jdetermine
whether Indo-Caribbean female writers form a separats
and identifiable writing tradition. Tn deterrining
this, several cuestions are raised: J&o thevy write out
cf an Indo-Caribbean traditiocn, sharing commonalities
with male Indo-Caribbean writers, or out of 2 ferale

traditicn, exhibiting cemmonalities with both the

tically, stylistically, aesthetically and conceostual



East Indian female writers in the Caribbear mznifest
common approaches to the act of creating literature,

the result of the common experience of being East

Indian, female and a writer in the Caribbean?

The findings indicate that, generally, non-Indian
writers and male Indian writers base their portrayals
of Indian females cn stereotypes, the majority of which
are negative. Further, while Indo-Caribbean female
writers do manifest commonalities with other writers,
their work forms a separate and identifiable writing
tradition because of the unique perxceptions %that they,
as Indo-Caribbean female writers, bring to bear on it.
Finally, this tradition is s+ill very much In the
embryonic stages because Indo-Caribbean female writing
is as vet small-scale and limited, with few exceptions,

to local journal contributions.



