
I N  T R O D U C  T  I O N  

The family Piperaceae,  is  a family of  herbs and shrubs,  

widely dis tr ibuted throughout the t ropics.  I t  has afforded few 

plants  of  economic importance to the world,  but  those which i t  

has are of great  value,  both medicinal ly and as spices,  of  which 

the following are examples :  Piper be tie  L.  (be t ie  pepper) ,  

P.  c lusil  C.DC. (African pepper) ,  P.  cubeba L.  (cubebs) ,  P.  Iongum 

L.  and P.  officlnarum C.DC. ( long pepper)  and P.  methyst icum Forst .  

(Kava).  These species however,  are of  minor importance when 

compared with P.  nigrum L.  (black pepper) .  

For more than a  thousand years black pepper has been a  

source of  t rade between the Far East ,  which is  the main region of 

i ts  cult ivation,  and Europe.  The vaiue of pepper was recognised 

by the Romans.  The weal th of  the once great  t rading ci t ies  of 

Venice and Genoa depended to a great  extent  on the importat ion of 

pepper during the Middle Ages.  I t  was the demand for  pepper and 

i ts  costl iness that  led the Portuguese to search for  a sea passage 

to India,  and later  the value of this  commodity,  together with that  

of  other  spices ,  was the cause of  war between the great  mari t ime 

nat ions of Western Europe for  terr i torial  r ights  over the Spice 

Is lands of  the Far East ,  as  they had fought  for  the is lands of  

the New World.  

In the New World,  however,  the family has no species of  

economic importance.  P.  nigrum and P.  be t ie  have been introduced 

into Trinidad,  but  they are not  grown on a  commercial  scale.  Of 

the indigenous species belonging to the family in Trinidad,  of  

which there are thirty-f ive (Yuncker (1955)),  l i t t le  is  known. 

The object  of  th is  invest igat ion was to gain some 

knowledge of  the family as i t  occurs in Trinidad,  part icularly 

with regard to fungal  pathogens.  From the search for  diseased 

material  for  this  work,  a  s tudy of the dis tr ibution of the 

family in northern Trinidad developed.  


