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UWI L
ibr

ari
es



BRITAIN AND BACK 

~•EGL'TRANSATLANTIQUE BY LUXURY LINER 

BOOK NOW FOR 1959 .,. 

ANTILLES COLOMB IE 
Leaves 

Trinidad 

10th Feb. 

18th Mar. 

16th Apr. 

17th May 

14th Jun. 

17th Jul. 

21st Aug. 

20th Sept. 

21st Oct. 

21st Nov. 

19th Dec. 

Arrives 
Plymouth 

21st Feb. 

30th Mar. 

28th Apr. 

29th May 

26th Jun. 

28th Jul. 

1st Sept. 

Isl Oct. 

29th Oct. 

29th Nov. 

27th Dec. 

• 

Leaves 
Southampton 

22nd Jan. 

27th Feb. 

4th Apr. 

5th May 

2nd Jun. 

4th Jul. 

8th Aug. 

5th Sept. 

6th Oct. 

6th Nov. 

6th Dec. 

Arrives 
Trinidad 

10th Feb. 

18th Mar. 

16th Apr. 

17th May 

14th Jun. 

17th Jul. 

21st Aug. 

20th Sept. 

21st Oct. 

21st Nov. 

19th Dec. 

Leaves 
Trinidad 

2nd Mar. 

2nd ·Apr. 

1st May 

1st Jun. 

1st Jul. 

30th Jul. 

3rd Sept. 

1st Oct 

29th Oct. 

27th Nov. 

28th Dec. 

Arrives 
Plymouth 

13th Mar. 

13th Apr. 

12th May. 

12th Jun. 

12th Jul. 

10th Aug. 

14th Sept. 

12th Oct. 

9th Nov. 

8th Dec. 

8th Jan. 

FLAN DRE: 
Leaves Arrives Leaves Arrives 

Trinidad Plymouth Southampton Trinidad 

18th Jan . 3rd Feb. 3rd Jan . 17th Jan. 

25th Feb. 14th Mar. 10th Feb. 24th Feb. 

Leaves 
Southampton 

18th Feb. 

21st Mar. 

19th Apr. 

20th May 

19th Jun. 

18th Jul. 

22nd Aug. 

19th Sept. 

17th Oct. 

15th Nov. 

16th Dec. 

Arrives 
Trinidad 

2nd Mar. 

2nd Apr. 

1st May 

I st Jun. 

1st Jul. 

30th Jul. 

3rd Sept. 

1st Oct. 

29th Oct. 

27th Nov. 

28th Dec. 

reduction on 
reduction 20% 

all return tickets! 
for students 

CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS HALF FARE 

For Information apply to 

'W1e.t1nr;. & R1chte.R Lto 
GEORGETOWN CENTRAL 681. 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



J' 

t. 

v. 

' • 

r 

:--------------, 1 
DRINK 

OV AIL llllNIE 
The W orldi Perfect Food Beverage 

Ovaltine has been served to al I Athletes at 
Olympic and British Empire Games since 1928. 
Ovaltine is good for Breakfast as it is a Night Cap. 

EAT Cn"p, Crunchy, Delicious 

OVAL TINIE BIISCUITS 
IN THE NEW SEALED AIRTIGHT PACKETS 

The largest single housing estate in British Guiana .with 668 houses and five miles of asphalted roads. 

BtlllT BY • 

H.A. AMO 
CONTRACTING CO., LTD. 

GIIIBAl IUllOIIC AID CIVll HGIIHRIIC COHBACTORS • SPICI.UISTS IN ROAD CONSTBUCTIOI All PIUIG IDBI 
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26 Factories throughout the world. ;trufont total sales exceed £1,000,000 per day. 

TUBELESS 
TYRES 

proved in service 
since 1951 

Production of tubeless tyres from J1rttfont factories 
exceeds one million per month. 

The f'irt$fOnt 

TUBELESS TYRE with the 
• 

(J_AFETY-i1N@ protects against 

( 1f.,WOfl1$) ~""7"":a ( 1'11tleJVllf) 
In this safety tyre the tube is replaced No more roadside delays, because .------. 
with an airtight- Safety-Liner which is the airtight Safety-Liner which is e 
bonded to the inside of the tyre. No tube bonded to the in,;ide of the tyre ' ' 
to pinch, tear or.blowout if injury to the clings to penetrating nails and sharp sarm UNH 
tyre body occurs. Damage which might objects, preventin!; loss of air and 
cause a conventional tyre to blowout enabling compkcion of a journey 
becomes as harmless as a slow leak. --------- without ..:hanging tyres. 

firttfont TYRES - consistently good 
AGINTS, T. GIDDIS GAAI\IT. LTD. 25. MAIN STRIIT. GlORGUOWN 
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S. S. KHOURI LTD. 
WHOLESALE & ORY GOODS 

MERCHANTS 
7 LONGDEN & COMMERCE SIS. G(ORCITOWN, 

BRITISH GUIANA . 

• EXTENDS SINCERE 
the 

WISHES TO ALL ITS 

CUSTOMERS FOR A . 

MERRY XMAS AND 

A PROSPEROUS NEW 

totally new tiret • . 

U.S.RoyaS 

SPROSTONS LTD: 
YEAR LOMBARD ST. PHONE C. 660 

QUALITY CRUSHED STONE 
SAWN GRIINHIART & PILING 

at Co111potltlwe ~rices 
SAND 

GRANITE • 
BOULDER CEMENT 

• • 
CRUSHED STORE 

STONE SIFTllfGS 

• • 
GENUOIE HUBBUCKS PAINTS. OILS & PUTTl'­

WIRE NAILS & GALVANISED SHEETS 
can H acqairecl. 

Pun.ctual Service and Low Price. Guaranteed. 

DE FREITAS LTD. 
25 - 26 Water St. G-Town. Plao,ae No. -1480 w 

ELECTRICAL SAWMILL 
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NOW IN STOCK 
" Complete range of SW AN 

BRAND"Aluminum Ware for 
Household and Hotel purposes 

IRRIGATION PUMPS in sizes 
from t½ ins. to 12 ins. Tractor 
driven or off stationary engine 

J. A.P. INDUSTRIAL ENGINES 
and parts always in stock. 

AT 

R. G. HUMPHREY 
MACHINERY SALES & SERVICE 

29 MAIN & HOLMES STS. GEORGETOWN. 

A BEEGEE PRODUCT 

(i\ FOR 

JJ~~ 
IN 

CANI and 4llJNIII\IIIJNI 
SHOP AT 

THI COVIRNMUT INDUSTHIAl SUES CUTRI 
6 HIGH ST. CIORCITOWN, Tit. C 85. 
fie -M,-.,e ./ .e..t ~ 

CONTINENTAL BISCUIT CO., LIMITED. 

CRISPIES 
BETY 

VANILLA 
COOKIES 

MANUFACTURERS OF 

------- i$,4¢C 

BIISCUIITS 

PIKNIKS 
GINGER 

FOOD YEAST & 
CREAM SANDWICH 

• ··" The Salesmen ~of your /aJ10Urite BISCUITS extend best 

•• . wishes to ·, their numerous CUSTOMERS for a 1t7ry MERRY 
• XMAS . and a PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR . .J 
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TWICE THE PULL 

TWICE THE BRIP 
Th• l.and-Ro,·cr is no ,tick­
in-thc-muJ ! 4-whccl Jrh·c 
:,.pun it through hu,z, U\'Cr 
plou11hcJ l>elJ•, icy roads anJ 
the roughe!iol ground. 

TWICE THE THRUST 
Steep gradients, even with 
loose ahifting surfaces, hold 
no terron for that thrualful 
4--whcel drive. 

,'\OLE JJISTRIBUTORS :-

Man's eye view of 
LAND-ROVER country 

The road ( or lack of it) ahead matters little to the driver 
of a Land-Rover - even when there's ·a 2-ton load in 
tow. Mud, sand, ice, scrub ... they're easy game to that 
thrustful 4-wheel drive. No other vehicle on earth 
combines such toughness with car-like comfort . . . such 
manoeuvrability with such generous load capacity. 

Around farms and factories, building sites, docks and 
labour camps, you will find Land-Rovers on the go; and 
the harder the going, the better they seem to like it. 
There's 110 substitute for the 4-wheel d1ive Land-Rover. 
A·z:ailable ·with ril(ht or left hand drive. 

THE 4 -WHEEL DRIVE 

Over Bo% "f La,uJ-RMJers KO to market.t 
outside Briiai11 and a n•orld-wide chai11 of 
distribut,m is stiling and sen;icing them. 

May we demonstrate this amulns vehicle 7 

DAVSONS CARIBBEAN AGENCIES LTD: 
43 - 44 WATER STREET, GEORGETOWN. PHONE 1443 
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PRADASCO 
CYCLE STORE 

19 HINCKS ST. GEORGETOWN. 

Gx_lenJ Smcere wi4he4 to all if4 

cu.Jlomer,; /o, a rl'Jerr'I Xma.1 and a 

P,.ojperow neuJ ?}ea,. 

THE SAME "'ARISTOCRAT'' SERVICE IS 
GPAHANTF.ED FOR THE COMING YEAR. 

RIDE A HUMBER 
THE ARISTOCRAT OF BICYCLES. 

MUNESHWEJtS GENERAL STORE 
22 WATER & AMERICA srs. GEORGETOWN, PHONE C 9'3 

Ex1ends sinccn: wishes to all its cus1omers for a very 
MERRY XMAS and a Prosperous NEW YEAR 

£/1,-,,'J -4gen/J /or :-

HANGERS SP&CIALITIES FOR HOME DECORATION 

FAST OIL VARNISH STAIN GRAINING COLOUR 
FINE COPAL VARNISH SPIRIT VARNISH STAIN 
ALUMINIUM PAINT JET BLACK STOVE ENAMEL 
CYCLE BLACK ENAMEL GOLD PAINT 
READY MIXED OIL PAINTS VARNISH PAINT 
OIL BOUND PAS.TE DISTEMPER DRY DISTEMPER 
CEILING WHlTE EMULSO-PLASTIC PAINT 

SUPER ONE COAT GLOSS PAINT 

There is a HANGERS PRODUCT for every home _dccoru1ion need 

WHOLESALE 

& RETAIL I SABGA BROS. LTD. I 19 LOMBARD ST. & 

131 REGENT ST. 

SendJ a Merry Xmas and a ProsperouJ Nt.·w YiHr to all itr Cus101nen 

W. GLASGOW • & SON 
LIMITED. 

25 / 26 WATER STREET. GEORGETOWN. 

Wishes all Customers and Friends 

A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
and 

A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR. 

For your kind patronage throughout the 
year ia sincerely appreciated and we look 

forward to your ~ontinued support. 

• • • 
FURNITURE STORE 

IIJlAHCH) 

I CHURCH AJfD CAMP STREET&. 

PHONE 1624 P.O: BOX 208 

~✓,:1 
~ 

' , 
, _ . .,. ' 

_ _)}· -
/4 

,l\lil\w./4-I> ,>I\\\ >•>·. 
it''~t,t~h';l\lt c::: ~·,';:f!FJ''. 

--· e 

totally new tire 

U.S~Roy~ 

SPROSTONS LTD. 
LOMBARD ST. PHONE C. 660 

MERRY CHRISTMAS and a PROSPEROUS MEW YEAR 
from roar popular 

HOL ·LYWOOD STORE 
CAMP & REGENT STREETS GEORGETOWN 
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THE IG MOTORING NEWS 

Dlstribalon: CENTRAL GARAGE LTD. 7 and I HIGH ST~ GEORGETOWN. 

Why don•t you too flll up with ... 
f1' IA 

If you have not already tried Esso 
Gasoline and if you're looking for added 
economy, then fill up today and start 
enjoying extra mileage. 

In addition, your car will feel new again, 

.!? 

i 

you'll notice its outstanding pick-up and 
knock-free performance, its smooth even 
power on the open road. 

Ask your Esso Dealer for those gallons 
that mean extra miles: Esso Gallons. 

ESSO GASOLINE 
llrst In progre-! 
ftrat In qualllyf 
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MICHELIN 

I The long-lasting tyre 

W1et1nc. & RichteR Lto 
GEORGETOWN 
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-,111 
ROYAL DUTCH 

AIRLINES 

For Business or Pleas­
ure during 195!>-Fly to 
New York by K.L.M . 
twice weekly from 
Georgetown 10 Curacao, 
with complimentary over 
night stay at this enchant­
ini Island-then fly non­
stop the next day 
Curacao to New York. 
Luxurious First Class 
and Tourist accommoda­
tion available. 

Fare includes superbly 
prepared complimentary 
meals and beverages of 
your choice. 

Travel K.L.M . for that 
friendly treatment. 
For details see 
Sandbach, Parker & Co 
Ltd. Phone C. 55 8. 
Agents for KLM 
Royal Dutch Airlines. 

Be wiae and vitalize your livestock and poultry 
with 

CHAMPION FEEDS 
CHAMPION 

ooa 
FEEDS 

POULTRY, PIGS & DAIRY 
Feeds are your way to bigger Profits. Neve, before 

have high quality feeds been offered at such low 

prices. They contain antibiotics and vitamin extracts 

and are scientifically prepared for the Tropics and B.G. 

in particular. 

STOCK AND POULTRY FEEDS 

PICS' fUDS 

ANIIIAl fHDS 

POULTRY fUDS 

HOLLOW 

CONCRETE 

BLOCKS 

Obtain your Supplies 
ol 

CHAMPION FEEDS 
and 

HOLLOW CONCRETE BLOCKS 
from 

& CO. LTD. 
Phone C 1491 or 39 

I 
j 
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rrol COMPOUND your Knight 

Ask For 

FERROL 
COMPOUND 

in the blue wrapper 

A product of Booke•• Manufacturing 

totally new fire 

U.S.Royag 

SPROSTONS LTD. 
LOMBARD ST. PHONE C. 660 

in Shining Armour 

In Ferro! Compound you have a champion ever-ready ro 

'rescue' you from health-shattering coughs and colds that 

no' ordinary remedy seems to cure. When a cough persists 

it is a sure sign rhar your natural resistance is low and m1ture 

needs help. The certain, speedy answer to a persistent cough i~ 

Ferro! Compound, The Tonic 

Cough Remedy (containing 

vitamins A, D and B 12). Tha.t rrol . . . 
u1ses your res1stam:e as n cures 

your cough. COMPOUND 

Drug Company lid. 

The Tonic Cough 

R-dy•c:o'!lalnlng 

wl'-lna A, 0 A 812 

NEW SERVICES 
Hand i11 You,. Tyres to 

TYRESOLES B.G. 
28 HILL & SUSSEX STRE.ETS 

PHONE No. 638. 
Obliqusly opposite Cha,lestowfl Convent. 

For Recapping with well defined threads /or 

better traction and longer ~ear at hall cost. 
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Agents: 

Haig 
SCOTCN 
WHISKY 

No finer 
W/,lsh!f goes 

into any 

Bottle 

W1et1ntt a R 1chteR Lto 
GEORGETOWN CENTRAL 680 
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The 'ENGLISH ELECTRIC' 

Jl/111/JIE 

BIG CAPACITY Refrigerator 
This graceful English Electric Refrigerator wlll store and keep 
dehghtfully fresh more perishable foods than you would ever 
bc-l!eve pos:;il>le. Designed specially for smaller homes, this 
feat of industrial design and engineering skill is just what Is 
needed where' room is a problem. 

The beautiful Slim-L~e cabinet 
provides a substantial tallle­
top working surface finished ln 
acid-resisting vitreous enamel. 

G~ square feet of food storage 
ai:ea. 

Flexihl0 one-piece sixteen cuhe 
ice tray. 

• Guard rail at the top door shelf 
holds sm;ill cans ;incl botll\.>s 
securely. 

• Extra large butter and cheese 
compartment in door. Holds 
21 lbs. 

• Dnttom shelf in doo,· permits 
storage of ta II bottles. 

e Self-dosing Freezer door. 
• New 'pull-open· latch in door 

clicks shut at a touch-opens 
just as easily. 

• Handy Egg Keep~r holds six 
eggs. 

PSAILA BROS 
Water & Holmes Streets 

The Home of Fine Appliances 

Times 
1958 

of Guiana 
Pictorial 

In which ls Incorporated the Guiana 
'flrnes News Mapzine Vol. 8 No. 1 and 
the 1ear-end annual Carlbia, published 
by tbe GUIANA TIMES PUBLISHJNG 
CO., LTD. of 45, Robb Street, Georg& 
town, British Guiana, and printed by 

B.G. Lithographic Co., Ltd-

Editor and Publisher 
Percy E- Armstrong. 

A.-.sistant Editor 
Olga Eileen Armstrong, 

COVER PICTURE 

Cove, Pictu,,e by LeRo y 
RQQtgeve, illustrates Ont 

o/ the big moments in the 
yeal''s biggest event. His 
E:¥cellency the Governol', 

. .., • Sir Patrick Renison. 
Mayo, of Georgetown, 

M,. Claude Merriman and Mayor of New 
A"'.1ste,da111, 1J,_ Stephen Cal'ew escorting 
Princess Margaret at the Civic Reception 
in Georgetown. We arc also indebted to 
tlz" Editors oj the Guiana Graphic and 
Daily Argosy for other pictures appeal'int 
m these pages. 

FOR the second successive year we 
again present to our reading public 

-TIMES OF GUIANA PICTORIAL. 
This year-end edition was acclaimed so 
highly last year that this year we have 
not only increased orocluction hut 
decided to share 5500 of profits among 
readers through a simple crossworn 
contained in the back pages. 

AS i~ the past w2 have spared no 
oains nor expense to present a 

r~adable, picturesqut> journal of a high 
stan<l:1rd. In so ciolng we have 
attempter! to cover as wide a field ai­
posslble to suit the tast(' of every typc> 
of reader-Interest. about the year•~ 
outstanding event~ in British r.uiana 
an<l rwnrh\· West Jnclles . 

CONTENTS 
PRINCESS 

Page 
11 

Margaret In Trinidad 
Arrival in British Guiana 

INDUSTRY 17 
Bauxite and Alumina 
B.G.'s main hope for the Future 

FEDERATION 23 
Royal Inauguration 

NEW STATE 
Its prospects (colour plate) 

POLITICS 
Jagan-Burnham Controversy 

31 

3(1 

WOMEN ~ 

Caribbean Women's Congress 
Fashion Fiesta 1958 
Miss Guiana Beauty contest 

SPORTS 51 
B.G. at EMPIRE GAMES 
:'tacing in B.G. 
Miscellany 

RADIO 55 
B.G.B.S. takes the air 

BUMPER X-WORD COMPETITION 60 

9 
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For a XMAS GIFT go right in to 

R. G. HUMPHREY & SON LIMITED 
( Next to the Royal Bank) 

And make your selection from their 

dirplay of 

B.G. DIAMOND RINGS 
B.G. NUGGET and ocher GOLD JEWELLERY 

FILIGREE JEWELLERY 
PEARL NECKLACES 

SILVER WARE 
E. P. WARE 

Lovely POTTERY WARE and VASES 
CLOCKS in all Shapes 
WATCHES from $6.00 

WRIST WATCHES from $30 to $3 00 each 

• 
R. G. HUMPHREY & SON LTD. 

40 WATER STREET, GEORGETOWN. 

Reading GUIANA TIMES News Magazine 
Always on sale at Fogarty's, M-idget, Chronicle and • Argo.ry bookstores 

Georgetown and throughout Britirh Guiana for only 50c. 
It ir rich in informatii1e, spicy, entertaining stones behind the News headlines 

AND THE 

"SUNDAY TIMES" weekly Newspaper, PRICE 5 cents 
For the best informed opin~on and comment on current developments 

Aiso THE YEAR END PICTORIAL TIMES OF GUIANA FOR 75c. 

Published by GUIANA TIMES PUBLISHING, CO., LTD. v 

45 Robb St. Lacytown, Georgetown, British Guiana 
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I PRINCESS I 

ARRIVAL 
TRINIDAD 

Princess Margaret welcomed to Federal Territory by Prime Minister of th, 
West Indies, Sir Grantley Adams. 

R
ETURN of Her Royal Highness, Princess Margaret, to 
calypso land and her visit to British Guiana, turned 
out to l>e the year·s biggest event so far. Not since 
the time when her 'Uncle David' then Prince of Wales, 

came to these parts in our fathers' day, that a Royal 
visit touched off so much romantic excitement. And the 
Prmcess herself was noticeably thrilled and excited. 

Since childhood days when she tagged alongside big 
sister "Lilabeth" on a Windsor Grey in the Palace Gardens, 
to ner teenage days when as a gushing thirteen-year-old 
she made her acquaintance with Palace Equerry Peter 
Townsend, and through the years when that meeting ripened 
into romance and made world headlines and finally smoth­
ered because of ancient tradition, the Princess has had more 
than her share of human problems. Yet these did not dim 
her attrac-tive smile and happy nature, nor change her ex. 
ciuihle and high spirit. 

AFTER four days in Trinidad, where she opened the Fed­
eral Legislature, laid the corner stone for tbe new Town 

Hall, visited the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture 
and a large sugar estate. she was flown out to Tohago Island. 
There she wt>nt sea-bathing at Arnos Vale Ray, and armed 
with snorkel and goggles went on a fish-seeing adventure. 
rxplored in a glass bottom boat the world of undersea flora 
11.nd fauna at the famous nuccoo Reef. 

Inspection of Jamaican troops on Guard of Honour. 
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Escorted to the dais by Major General D. F. Robinson after inspection of Guard of Honour. 

Laying corner stone of Port-of-Spain's new Town Hall. 

Princess Margaret· specially posing for cameramen with 
Governor General Lord Hailes in the gardens of his 
mansion in Port-of-Spain. 
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I PRINCESS I 

WAITING MOMENTS. 

Georgetown VIP's wait patiently for the landing of 
the Bristol Britannia airliner, bringing the Princess 

from neighbouring Trinidad. 

ARRIVAL 
BRITISH 

IN 
GUIANA 

THEN on Tuesday afternoon, April 29, when she flashed 
tier exhiliarating smile as she landed from the B.O.A.C. 

stratoC'ruiser at Atkinson Field. a fever of terrifiC' excitement 
swept through not only those that looked on, and before long 
went like an electric current through the whole country. 

In the! three days' stay in British Guiana she i:ailed down 
the muddy Demerara River from Atkinson Fielcl to George­
town, enjoying the twittering of birds and sight of thiC'k 
grec!n foliage along the river side, and a welC'ome by water 
skiiers and human laden decor'!ited canoes and boats. 

At Lusignan on the East Coast, at a great Industrial 
Exhibition on the Community Centre ground, l"he encoun­
tered for the firi:t time RG. Amerindians, and <·hatted with 
the chiPf and his family. 

High spot in the celebrations in honour of her visit was 
the two mile long Industrial and Urhan Display in George­
town. Seated in a dais on Georgetown's pl'Oposed cultural 
site, and flanked on either side by the Governor, Sir Patrick 
Renison and Georgi!town's Mayor Claude Merriman, she 
tapped her dainty feet to the rhythm of the steel bands as 
they paraded past, strumming tunes ranging from 'Princess 
Margaret Calypso' to 'Rule Rritannia'. 

ON the last night of her tour she took a leaf from her 
'Uncle David's' book at a grand Regimental Ball, and 

danced most of the night with the local officers. This func­
tion was the grand finale to thi! afternoon's handing-over 
C'eremony of the Queen's Colour to the R.G. Volunteer Force, 
commanded by Lt. Col. C. M. Rernard. 

Nex-t morning she boarded the Bristol Britannia after 
bidding good b_ve from under a huge black umhrella in 
drizzling rain. 

The first greeting. 
Governor Sir Patrick 
Renison welcomes the 
Princess to Britis/1 
Guiana at Atkinson 
tfirport. Lady Reni­
son draws near to be 
presented. 

"C" Company of • 
the First Battalion of 
the Worcestershire 
R e g i m e n t, com­
manded by Major J. 
W. B. Stuart, which 
formed the guard-of­
honour at Atkinson 
Airport in Britis/1 
Guiana. 

Minister of Labour, 
Health and Housing, 
Hon. Janet Jagan, 
smiles as she is pre­
sented. Immediately 
behind is Minister for 
Communications and 
lVorks, Hon. Ram 
l(arran. 
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Tile Princess in the flag decked "Canje Pheasant" on the rive, ride from Atkinsor, Field to Georgetown, being greeted by wale, skiiers 
in the coffee-coloured Demerara River. 

Human laden corials in the Demerara hfocr harbour formed part of the grand welcome. ---
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High Lightg 
c. Proud ,nonient for host GovPrnor Sir Patrick R,·niso11. 

2. I.t. Col . C. M. Bt>rnard C-in-C of B.<;, l'olunturs trt>ads a 
measure. 

3. Town plann,•r Mr. B . Barkrr rxplains /ou, cost housinJi. 

,1.. l..ahour Commissinn,•r M,.]. R"mphal shows Amni11dians 

5. Gove,nmrnt industrial Exhibit. 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



ALL WELDED STEEL OIL BARGE 
140' x 36' x 1 0' CARRY I NC CAPACITY 5000 U.S. BARRELS. 

Built to the order of Trinidad Northern 

Areas Limited. Fitted with pumping 

equipment of 3,000 gallons per minute 

and with crew's accommodation for four 

persons. • 

Built by 

SPROSTONS 
LIMITED 
Sbi.pbuilders to the Caribbean 

Sprostons Works 

DRY DOCK 
Capacity 1 200 ft. Long, 36 ft. beam, 

9 ft. draught. All types of ship repair 

work undertaken. 

MODERN MACHINE SHOP 
available Including 1mall foundry for 

small casting& up to two ton1 weight. 

BUILDING BERTHS 
available for steel hulls Including 

passenger and cargo. vessels and tugs 

up to 150 ft. In length 11110 steel 

barges of all types up to 2,000 ton, 

capacity. 

.J SPROSTONS LIMITID 3 - 9 LOMBARD STREET, GEORGETOWN BRITISH GUIANA. 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



T 

L 

INDUSTRY , 

Bauxite And 
Alumina 

The huge $60,000,000 alumina plant, unde, construction at Retrieve, Deme,a,a 
Rive,, that will begin its annual prod11ction of some 220,000 tons of alumina in 
1961, thus laying the foundation fo, a gr/lat industrial city of the future in 
British Guiana. S11ch a city, envisaged in the Marshall report, may combine 
nor only bauxite producing Mackenzie area, two miles ftt,ther south but also the 
Wismar-Chtistianburg area across the river, into a vast interior urban area, that 
could be linked to Georgetown by a hard surface roadway, as the first" stage 
for interior development. INSET : Demba's Managing Di,ecto, M,. /. 

Brituh Guiana's Main.Hope 
lor Future 

by PERCY E. ARMSTRONG 

G. Campbell 

WHOEVER has made a voyage sixty-tive miles up the Dem­
erara River within recent times, has found new surprises 

awaiting him. On rounding the river bend near Kara Kara 
Creek just before Mackenzie township, the sight of huge 
structures of iron works, rising midst a landscape of misty 
sky and darkened foliage on the east bank, offers the first big 
surprise. Like giant rum-puncheons turned downside up on 
the edge of the jungle, the ironworks are some of the mas­
sive precipitators of the new $60,000,000 Alumina plant undc!r 
construction. When completed the Plant will convert, by 
chemical processes, a large portion of dried bauxite ore pro­
duced at Mackenzie, ,into a fine, white, powdery substance 
called Alumina. for exoort to be made into aluminium metal. 

Boldly breaking the skyline in an incongruous environ 
ment of tropic forests around the Retrieve area, the struc­
tures seen represent the tirst stage of new and impending 
Bauxite developments in British Guiana. In the foregrounu 
of the Plant site, is a huge clearance strewn with girders, 

workshop frames, huge swivel cranes and engineering 
impedimenta, while from the riverside, with dredging opera­
tions in full swing, the sound of pile-driving steel hammers 
at the water's edge, re-echoes over the jungle like the rapid 
rhythm of a giant woodpecker at work. Port facilities, with 
a large docksite and deep watc!r turn-around point in the 
river, are being prepared for ocean-going freighters, while a 
large conveyor system in huge! elevators is also under con­
struction, to load the dusty, dry Alumina into ships' holds 
for the great smelting furnaces of Canada, there to 
be made into Aluminium Ingots. 

Last year when a cruel recession struck heavily from 
outside, these operations had to be slowed down almost to a 
snail's pace, forcing the extension of the two-year schedule 
to four years for completion. But by 1961 when the :r.ew 
conversion process begins, the area is likely to be transformeo 
into one of the greatest industrial centres in the Guianas. 

As Managing-Director Mr. J. G. Campbell declared last 
November_ after his return from abro1,!Ji "Demba hopes that 
by the time this alumina plant goes mto operation ...... con-
ditions in the industry will have improved to the point where 
markets can be found ·for the full contemplated output of 
220,000 tons of alumina per year." 
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Government Housing Estate screened behind Wismar hills. The 
estate was constructed by Sprostons Construction Company 
(Conspros) builders of the Alumina plant, in anticipation of great 
flow of workers and settlers in the district in the years ahead. 
Houses are equipped with every modem • convenience I awaiting 
installation of electricity ancj water. services. 

Another Surprise 

MEANWHILE on the west bank of the coffee-coloured 
river, the almost snowy white hills that shoot over the 

dark and dismal foliage behind Wismar/Christianburg area, 
screen from view the next big surprise. This takes the form 
of one of the most beautifully laid out housing estates in the 
country. Designed by the Central Housing and Planning 
Department in Georgetown, in response to a request from 
Demerara Bauxite Company, and carefully laid out on land 
acquired by Government, 250 picturesque block houses of 
various types with all modern conveniences were built in 
record time by Sprostons Construction Company, builders of 
Alumina Plant at Retrieve. 

This new Government Housing Programme represented 
other developments being calculated for the return of a 
great flow of workers in the region, by the time the Plant 
goes into operation. Begun during last year with the high­
est enthusiasm, the construction of the Housing Estate on 
the normally ramshackle Wismar side of the river followed 
the planning of parallel undertakings on the already well 
laid-out Mackenzie site. These had included high level pro­
jects such as the building of a large Community Centre and 
an imposing Trade School and High School, blocks of self­
contained modern flats and cottages fol" workers, several 
miles of roadway and additional railway transport for ore 
and workers from Mackenzie to the Plant at Retrieve. 

Recession 

THESE combined operations were undertaken on the basis 
of the fact that the Aluminium industry of North 

America was preparing to bring into operation additional 
production facilities of nearly one million tons of Aluminium 
for the 1958-59 period, and bauxite producers the world over 
were gearing for this high demand. At the first announce­
ment in 1956 that constructiofl of the Alumina Plant was 

• about to begin, almost precipitously workers from all over 
British Guiana converged on Demerara river districts, with 
high hopes of the future. Once again as in the past, Macken­
zie became a boom town with the inevitable overcrowding 
of unpleasant slum points in the Wismar area. But the boom 

The Central Housing and planning ·committee headed by plan­
ning Officer B. Aubrey Barker, interviewing applicants for 
houses in the Government estate. R. to L. Mrs. C. Bettencourt, 
Mr, ~, A. Merriman, (Mayor of Georgetown), Mrs. B. Benn, 
Mr. ,B'. Aubrey Barker (Chairman), Mr. L. A. Freeman, Miss 
B. Sweetnam, with Mr. W. Beekie, Deputy District Commis­
sioner~ West Demerara, and applicant for a house. 

I 

Workers laid off afte, last yea,' s cruel recession hope fol' a 
tomo,,ow, when p,oduction all round, goes back to full capacity. 

was short lived. Within a year the blow from the out­
side world struck. 

First came the big strike at Arvida in Canada, where 
B.G. Bauxite is converted into Aluminium. Huge stocks of 
Bauxite ore piled up all down the line from Chaguaramus in 
Trinidad, the Virgin Islands and storage sheds in Canada it 
self. Next followed the North American ·recession, which 
hit the Steel Industry and in turn reduced the demand for 
Calcined ore (dehydrated raw ore used in the abrasive and 
refractoi:y industries which are so closely associated with 
steel industry). Moreover the Soviets were posing a threat 
to the Aluminium industry, by seeking to dump the metal 
on Western markets at a price cheaper than any west 
em producer. Although similar Soviet dumping did affect 
the tin industry and hit primary producers in countries like 
Indonesia and Nigeria, the Soviet dumping of aluminium 
had not reached proportions to affect primary producers in 
British Guiana, 

Nevertheless, Demba and Aluminium Ltd., along with all 
other North American producers were forced to cut back on 
the numerous plans and to lengthen out original schedules. 
In a relatively short time the bottom dropped out. Work force 
of 1,100 on construction work at Retreive was cut to 500, 
while scores of workers on the Mackenzie plant, were sent 
disconsolately down the river. Many developed the odd feel­
Ing that they were being led up the garden pathway, while 
survivors acquired a sense of Instability and insecurity. 

Indications of how the recession struck were seen in the 
export figures. In 1956 the country exoorted 1,595,000 tons 
of dried bauxite as compared with 1,320,000 tons in 1957, 
while only 900,000 tons· are expected to be produced this year. 
In 1956, 340,000 tons of calcined ore were produced by 
Demba as compared with 290,000 tons in 1957. But this year 
the figure may drop to approximately 175,000 tons. 

Bright Prospects 

SINCE the middle of this year however, the picture for the 
future has changed radically. Reynolds Metals Co .. 

smallest unit in the Reynolds Group, producing only about 
250,000 tons a year from Berbice river area, are willing to 
predict that inside five years their production may double 

Bauxite ore coming in from the mines to be treated into Chemical 
ore, Calcined ure, Aluminium ore, and soon, Alumina powder. 
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I Jeepwater port facilities under construction in front of plant 
site for ocean-going freighters. This may prove an effective 
expori centre not only far bauxite and alumina to be produced 
but scores of other interior products in the future. 

or trehle. While Demha, the largest mining unit in the 
Aluminium Ltd. Group, have developed as they always did, 
a cautious optimism. And from Canada, President of the 
Aluminium Ltd., Mr. Nathanael V. Davis, speaking at an 
executive cluli last Sentemher, declared "Lest you think Alu. 
minium people are all i;:tarr:v-e:ve<I optimists, a glance at the 
record over the vears will show that wh!'n the industry has 
erred in its outlook it has usually erred on the consen•a 
tf,•e side" 

Optimism Is based on known factors , The first is that 
the strike at Arvida and the recession are now past history. 
The climb upwards of the steel industry has improved 
prospects for the calcined ore. The automohile industry of 
America is estimated to increase its demand for aluminium 
in order to develop lighter·cars to meet the growing fuel con• 
sumption and cost, occasioned by heavier cars. neginnlng 
next year, at least 15 lhs. more of aluminium may go into 
new models coming off the assembly lines. Following 
experiment:-; hy <~eneral Motors Ltd. and other auto manu­
facturer:-, some E>ven predict. American models will he ahout 
90 ncrcent aluminium within the foreseeahle future, thus 
giving an enormous hooi,t to metal ore. 

THE next factor is that new usages of aluminium are he­
Ing developed in canning, architecture, transportation 

and for consumer goods such as will he produced by the nC'w 
locally formect company - Aluminium Manufacturing Com­
pany T .td., registered earlier this year in Geori:wtown. 

Such fabricators are springing up in all parts of the 
world and will specialise in producing household anc! other 
articles such as utensils, furniture, house lmilding equipment, 
etc., from aluminium. Moreover plans for the great new oil 
pipe-line system developing in the Middle East and elsewhere 
envisage new application of allyninium piping. Thi:, and other 
applications will consume large stocks of the light metal 
made availahle hy increased production facilities, ·and conclu­
sion of U.S Government stock-piling contracts. Final factor 
Is that the Importation of Soviet metal into Tiritain alone, has 
hccn limited to only 15,000 tons in the next twE>lve months, 
The Hon. Brindley Benn, Minister of Community Development 
and Education, speaks at the openin/!,' of the Demha Trade 
School last May. Front row-Mrs. Benn, Hvn. Mrs. Jagan, 
Ministrr of Health and Housin,:, Mr. ]. N. Fraser, Manager of 
Demba and Mr. Fitz Caesar. President of Mackenzie Branch of 
B.G.M.W.U. 

r ' 

while Canadian exports to Uritain of metal mostly made 
from D.G. Tiauxite amounted to 165,000 tons last year. On 
the basis of this, Demha, is gearing for progressive climb in 
future demands for metal grade ore, while construction of 
the Alumina plant, is part of a programme towards taking 
procluction a stage further. 

Alumina Plant 

THE magnitude of the idea of a huge chemical industry 
in the heart of the jungle is hardly grasped by people 

of Guiana. Even the construction process was undertaken 
with the most challenging engineering skill, and most of the 
$20,000,000 spent last year in laying the foundations was 
put underground. C'onstructed by Sprostons C'onstruction 
Company (Conspros.), under management of top flight Engln. 
eer Mr. Philip Morgan, the Plant will consist of over one 
hundred steel tanks or precipitators of various shapes and 
sizes. lliggest item in construction is a total of about 35 
miles of piping system, of sizes varying from g-inch to 16 
inches in diameter. 

liecause of the delicate and precise arrangements needed 
for tnis piping system, elaborate and expensive precautions 
have been made for a permanent foundation system. About 
163,000 feet or about 31 miles of steel piles and 60,000 feet 
or about 11 miles of greenheart piles have been driven iuto 
the ground. Said Canadian-born Construction Engineer 
Gerry Gale, "Approximately 75 percent of the steel piles 
have been driven down to solid bedrock, which is about 90 
feet below the ground level. About 30,000 cubic yards or 
60,000 tons of concrete will he poured on these foundations 
when completed-enough to pave 30 miles of roadway 20 
feet wide and three inches thick". 

~:· ~~ " l ): 
(,anaditm-born construction E ,1ginar (,erry Gale, in charge oJ 
construction works, diructing operations with local workme11. 
ill the background are huge precipitators into which bauxite and 
solution of LUUstic soda will be poured, to extract the white 
powder Alumina. 

In converting the swampy ground into solid base, in 
other parts of the site, the builders used 130,000 tons of sand 
to preconsolidate the ground. Large quantities of sand have 
had to IJe carried over a mile from a sand hill behind Mac­
kenzie to tlie site, in order to raise the existing ground level 
under vari6us buildings. Another adjunct of the plant is 
the electricity supply. The Company considered the im­
mense cost of hydro-electricity from the Demerara River 
rapids was une(,-onomic and are putting in two turbine 
generators each to deliver 7,500 Kw. 

In hrief, wheri the plant goes into operation, dried ore will 
move by rail from the kilns at Mackenzie two miles away to 
storage bins near the plant, thence _Jo the . plant proper, 
where it will be mixed with a caustic solution to remove 
the alumina from the raw bauxite, then passed through the 
great piping system· in various processes in the precipit~­
tors. Alumina is extractP.d from the flux by precipitation 
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British Labour M.P., Mr. Charles Grey, speaks to members of 
B.G.M.W.U. 

and forced into drying kilns, where it becomes dry, white 
powder before being moved by conveyor system to large 
silos for storage, while awaiting transportation to ships' 
holds. Since it takes two tons of dried nauxlte to make one 
ton of Alumina, this is calculated to be an enormous saving 
in shipping cost. 

ALUMINA : 220, 000 tons at 
J100 per ton to 
be produced. 

Britillh Guiana'• Poaition 
• 

WITH three large companies-Reynolds, Kaiser and Alu­
minium Ltd,-<>perating at full blast, Jamaica is now 

rated as the world's largest producer of metal grade bauxite 
ore. British Guiana on the other hand, having lost its place 
since the war as the leading bauxite producer, ls now famous 
for its calcined ore which is an entirely different product 
from the metal grade ore. 

Contrary to popular belief that all the ore produced in 
British Guiana goes into the Aluminium industry, three 
types of product come from B.G. Bauxite. First, is the small 
quantity of chemical ore, used in the manufacture of sulfa 
drugs and old Dutch cleaners, etc. The second is of course 
the metal grade ore, which is raw ore with the moisture 
content removed and exported exclusively to Canada for 
production of the metal aluminium. The third product is 
the famous calcined ore, which is a further dehydrated pro­
cess of the raw ore. The ore is heated to such high tem­
peratures, to drive out any remnant of moisture content, 
that the residue becomes extremely hard. This is shipped to 
industrial areas in various parts of the world for use in the 
abrasive and refractory industries. 

Because of an extraordinary technique developed from 
years of exparimentation by Demba, British Guiana enjoys 
almost a virtual monopoly in this type of product. "Indeed~ 
said Mr. S. A. MeNeil, Sales Manager of Demba; "Had it not 
been for our calcined ore, the recession might have struck 
Demba·much harder." The world-wide selling facilities of Alu 
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minium Ltd. keep the world supplied with this grade of ore. 
Last year B.G. exported calcined ore to 24 different coun­
tries throughout the world and earned for British Guiana 
$3,547,400 U.S. as part of the total sales last year. 

Jamaica v•. Brituh Guiana 

LAST year Jamaica exported $103,000,000 worth of metal 
grade ore? and alumina, and paid into the Jamaica Treas­

ury a total of approximately $18,000,000 or about 15 per­
cent of money earned by bauxite sales. On the other hand 
by contrast, Demba alone exported $26,000,000 which in­
cluded calcined ore, and the British Guiana Government 
collected nearly $7,000,000 in revenue through taxation from 
all sources-more than 25 percent of the sales figure. Brit­
ish Guiana therefore? gets more out of every ton of bauxite 
exported than does .Jamaica. And Demha alone paid out a 
wage bill of approximately $4,000,000 last year to Guianese. 

In view of the enormous expense incurred in extracting 
ore from the overburden and the running of a shuttle ser­
vice across a shallow ·harbour bar. nritish Guiana is at an 
overwhelming disadvantage to Jamaica and Haiti, where 
rfeep water facUities and short runs reduce the cost to low 
ebb. However, with the Alumina Plant in construction in 

• British Guiana, efforts are continually being made to main­
tain production to a point of extreme efficiency and econ­
omy. The Company therefore has set itself two major 
tasks-the first is changing the atmosphere in the area from 
a Company-owned mining- townshin to a self-reliant com­
munity, attractive not only to workers hut the right type of' 

orlvate pntrPJ)("nPun to develop subsidiary activities. The 
second task is to give local workers a hig stake in the pie . 
by creating conditions extremc?lv favourr1ble for the highest 
type of sk!lled worker the country could produce. 

In the family of the Aluminium Ltd. Group, it was dis­
covered that during the building of Kitimat, the great smelt­
ing centre in Western Canada, it was more convenient for 
the Company, merely to provide? facilities for workers to 
build or own their own homesteads and take charge of the 
running of their community. On the strength of this they 
took a second look at their earljer smelting centre of Arvida, 
where D.G. bauxite goes, and decided to change it from its 
Company-run status to open township, with workers and 
residents owning their own homes. With such experience 
to go on, Demba now views with interest. developments 
flowing out of recommendations of the Marshall Report for 
re.organisation of Local Government. 

M ar•hall Plan 

UNDER the Marshall Plan, Mackenzie township, on one 
side of the river, will be linked to the Christianburg­

Wismar district on the other side, under one all-c?lected 
Local Authority. The time is envisaged when the area of 
the Company's concession, with its laid out building site, 
will be handed over to such a Local 4.,Uthority. In view of 
this planned development programme, the Company had 
made the request to Government to provide the housing 
estate on the Wismar side, to be built by their sister com­
pany Conspros. Cable facilities were extended across the 
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river for distribution of electric current to homes on that 
side. Irr addition, an elaborate purification plant for water 
supply was constructed by Conspros. after the building of 
Government estate. Due, however, to the multiplicity of 
Local Authorities on this side of the river, it is not clear 
yet who will ultimately take over the electricity and water 
supply for distribution. But the early implementation of 
the Marshall Plan in stages, may he the first step in this 
direction. 

Early in September the Minister of Health and Housing, 
Hon. Janet Jagan and the committee from the Housing De­
partment headed by the Town PJµnner Mr. U. A. Barker, 
visited the area and made allocations of houses to residents 
both on the hire-purchase and rental basis, thus paving the 
way for replanning of the whole area. 

Georgetown-Mackenzie Roadway 

SO far the one major factor that now affects the growth 
of the district into a metropolis is the poor communi­

cations with the city and coastal areas, connected only by 
a river steamer on alternate days. Earlier it was 
reP,Orted that surveys had been made for a hard surface 
roaaway from Georgetown to Mackenzie via the ex-U.S. 
Army Base at Atkinson Field. The sight of vast quanti­
ties of road building equipment lying idle in the machine 
pool at Retrieve after finishing their construction pro­
gramme in the area, is another great surprise to a visitor. 
The Company had undertaken surveys of the area and 
offered to have the roadway built by Conspros. at cost to 
the Government. But the present Government Is com­
mitted to a programme of coastal development, w1th reclam­
ation of land and resettlement of populations taking top 
priority, and have shelved the Mackenzie road plans. 

Nevertheless, such a roadway is calculated to bring 
newly developing industrial areas of the interior within 
speedy automobile contact with the city and Port George­
town. With one branch road leading across the watershed 
via Ituni to the Derbice River, and another from Wismar to 
Rockstone near gold bearing areas on the Essequibo River, 
the first stage towards opening up of the D.G. hinterland 
will be set. 

Such a roadway will transform the Mackenzie district 
from an isolateti Jnining township to an industrial metropolis. 
forming an amazingi outlet for some of the vast numbers of 
young people leaving secondary schools every year and not 
ordinarily attracted to isolated areas - at the same time 
providing the area with a sorely needed middle class element 
of skilled and semi-skilled workers of high standard. As 
Mr. Davis, Aluminium Ltd. President declared "There is not 
a man in Aluminium Ltd. nor to my knowledge any mem• 
ber of the Industry, whether he be American, British, Ger­
man or French, who does not hold the conviction that this 
Industry has vast expansion ahead of It, by providing 
a material which will be of Increasing usefulness to th• 
public at large". 

r.uianese workers under direction from Conspros engineers 
finishing off a big road building programme aroun(i Alumina 
plant .~ite, with equipment seen at left now lying idle at plant 
pool. 

Building for the Future. First batch of Trade School pupils ( 15-
year old group) learning the rudime11ts of the machine age. 

Mrs. ]. N. Fraser, wife of Demba's Manager presents a sports 
cup to winning departmental team. 

$1,000,000 worth of heavy earth-moving and road-building 
equipment lying idle at the Machine pool at Retrieve, waiting 
for a signal /rum Government to Conspros to build a Mackrnzie­
Georgetown roadway at cost. Such a roadway is calculated to 
convert the area from the isolatt!d mining township to an im­
portant industrial c,,11tre in Guianc,, siphon off into thr di.strict 
a considerablr portion of the young Guia11ese leaving hith 
sc:,nnls each _vear with little prospects on thr coastal areas, and 
provide the area with an effective middlr incomr group type of 
skilled worker within automobile distance from Georgetown. 
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Today IS a good • time 

your 
Account 

to open 

Savings 
A backlog of savings is a wonderful help when 
you need cash to take advantage of bargains. meet 
emergencies, or seize opportunities as they occur. 

Start now by opening a Savings Account at the 
'Royal'. Then put aside something every week -
regularly. It only takes a dollar to start. We pay 
interest on Savings Accounts . 

CURRENT AND SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 

TRAVELLERS CHEQUES - MONEY ORDERS 

SAFEKEEPING SERVICES 

• 
THE ROYAL BANK 

OF CANADA 
Geoi,getown I Water St., Camp St.. Broad St. 
New Amsterdam - Sprlnglands - Mackenzie 

Rose Hall (Sub-branch To N Ams.) 

• ' 
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TION 

H.R.H. Princess Margaret Rose, sister of Queen Elizabeth, opens the first West InJian Parliament, in an 
awe-inspiring ceremony that made the Federation become a living reality-

"WHEREAS, by the Uritish Caribbean Federation A.ct 
1956, provision is made for the Federation of certain of 

our West Indian colonies and their dependencies. 
"And wher~as in pursuance of Provisions of the West 

lnd1es (Federation) order-in-council 1957, Our Federal Legis­
lature for the West Indies has been summoned to meet for 
certain arduous and urgent affairs concerning the govern­
ment thereof. 

"And wherc?as we are desirous of marking the import­
ance of the inauguration of our 1'.,ederal Legislature of the 
West Indies and of showing our special interest in the wel. 
fare of our Loyal subjects therein and for as much as for 

certam causes. We cannot convemently be present thereat 
in our Royal Person : 

"Now know ye that we trusting in the discretion fidc?lity 
and care of our most dear and entirely beloved sister Prin­
cess Margaret Rose, Lady of the Imperial Ordc?r of the Crown 
of lnaia, Dame Grand Cross of the Royal Victorian Order. 

"Uo give and grant by the tenor!J)f these presents unto 
and the said Princc?Ss Margaret Rose full Power in our name 
to pl'Oclaim the inauguration of our Federal Legislature of 
the West Indies ...... " 

11.M. The Queen 
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The fa1110113 London Conference of I956, when delegates from the British West Indies took the hint from the 
chairman Mr. Ll'nnox-Boyd that "The time for action has come". British Guiana and British Honduras sent 
o_nly observers. But they were empowered to commit their respective territories only in sharing the facili­
ties of a f,•deral Supreme Court, while each country talked a/Jout Independence with their small populations. 

FEDERATION 
THE centuries-old theme of Federation of the British West 

h1dies, really came to a head on February 7, 1956, when 
delegate~ from British Island colonies in the Caribbean, 
empowered to make decisions· on behalf of their respective 
communities, met at Lancaster House in London, under tha 
chairmanship of Mr. Lennox Boyd, Secretary of State for 
the Colonies. who told them "The time for action had come". 
After putting finishing touches to various fine points of 
decis'ions made at a previous preliminary conference in 
London in 1953, the delegates aHixed their signatures to a 
famous doc-ument. And Federation was born. This document 
set out certain powers delegat¢d by each i~and colony to a 
central authority of elected rapresentatives, to deal with 
mattars affec-ting their common Interest. They, never­
the-Jess, referred to the thorny controversial questions of 
federal capital and customs union for future discussions. 
These matters are still pending. 

THE federal authority came into being in January this 
year, when following an Order in Council, the British 

Government appointed Lord Hailes as the first Governor­
General of the unified territories. The new federal state 
itself became "A living reality" on April 22, when Her 
Royal Highness Princess Margaret, petite sister of the Queen 
stood in the Council chamber of the Trinidad Red House, 
and in a .colourful c€remony formally inaugurated the new 
parliament of THE WEST lNDIES. 

THJ!J new state combines Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Barbados, St. • Christopher-Nevis-Anguilla, Antigua, 

Domm1ca, St. Luc1a, St. Vincent, Grenada and Momserrat, 
with fl total population of little more than three million 
people, witn Jamaica accounting for more than half. '!'he 
new federation excludes mainland territories of British 
Guiana with its little population of 500,000 people and British 
Honduras with an even more ridiculous figure of 78,000 
seeking complete independence •to live on the World's 
charity as the only escapa from "Colonialism", while at the 
same time se~king benefits from federal services of the 
Caribbean federation. 

British Guiana, s Role 

IN U)52, a previous Secretary of State, Mr. Oliver Lyttle 
ton began the movement of sealing the colonies together, 

since the talking stage at Montego Bay. As the first act, he 
Issued invitations to all the colonias including both ll.G. and 
B.H., to send delegates up to Lomlon to discuss the report 
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on Federation put up by former Trinidad Governor Sir 
Hubert Rance, and his West Indian advisers. The invitation 
hit the British Guiana legco. in the form of a motion put 
up by then Hon. Dr. J. A. Nicholson, calling on British 
Guiana to Join the federation under the terms of the Hance 
Raport. 

After more than two weeks of bitter debate it was reJected 
on a vote of 1:5-4. At the same time an amendment to this 
motion put up by then oppositionist Dr. Cheddi .Jagan, that 
the country accept federation only with dominion status 
was thrown out by 11-8 with a preponderance of nominated 
members· votes and the ahstension of offiC'ial section. But as 
the then Financial Secretary, Mr. E. F. McDavid said after­
wards, "Had I been in my seat in the Council, I would have 
certainly resisted any attempt to restrain my constitutional 
right to vote. and British Guiana would ha,·e Ileen in the 
fecleration now. For after all is not dominion status the 
object of the federation ?" Messrs. McDavid and Frank 
Bolder, Attorney General, were on leave out of the colony , 
then and their acting deputies with the British Chief Secre­
tary had abstained from voting. 

Ceremonial Opening 

THg ceremonial opening of tlw Federal Parliament this 
year in Trinidad before a veritablP. world audience of 

movie television, press, radio and oHicial represantatlves 
was one of the most colourful c-erem,mies seen in these parts. 
In the line-up of VIP's who watched the ceremony were the 
British Under Secretary of State for the Colonies, Mr .. John 
Profumo, accompanied by four members of the House of 
Commons. Thci United States was represented by four mem­
bers of the United States Congress, among them the Rev. 
Adam Clayton Powell, husband of Trinidad-born Hazel Scott. 
Prince Aly Khan, former husband of film star Rita Hayworth, 
represented the Government of Pakistan, while Indian Com­
ml<isioner. Dr. Rajkumari represented the Government of 
India. The r:hana Government was represented hy its 
Minister of Ag-rkulturc. Mr. Yeboah Afari ancl Chief .Justice 

of Appeal Court Mr. Van Hare. Si1mificantly the Canadian 
Government delegation· was headed by the Minister of Trade 

and Commerce. Mr. Corrion Churchill Hnd included four 
Canadian M.P.'s 

Roth the mainland colonies of Rritish Guiann and 
flritish Honduras who had been represented on all the 
federation discussions. onlv by observers. Hlal'ain sent observers 
in person of Minister of Trade, Dr. Chedc\i .Jagan and wife, 
Janet. Only official link with the Government was the 
Federal 8upreme rourt. 'l'hw, only the Chief .Justic?!' c,f 
these territories were allowed to participate in the ceremony, 
:md hoth were rflpresentPd hv narhacloi; horn Jurists, Mr. C. 
DeLislP Tnnis for British Honduras and Sir Frnnk Holder 
for British Guiami. 

I , 
I' 
' 

f 
j 

of representatives, with members 
occupying the front rows. Behind them are West Indian 
celebrities and members of the Island Governments, while news 
reel camera and radiomen record for the world to hear and see 

the birth of a new nation. 

Members of the West Indian senate occupying the front row ui 

the newly created Bicameral Parliament. 

THE BIG 
MOMENT. 
Princess Mar­
garet in regal 
splendour 
en t e, s the 
Council Cham­
ber to the 
sound of fan­
fare of trumpets 
and the cyno­
sure of all eyes. 
Distinguished 

onlook"rs are 
representatives 
fr um other 
Commonwealth 
countries. 

A disting11ished 
West Indian 
audience looks 
on at the cere­
mony of the 
opening of the 
New Parliament 
by Princess 
Margaret, while 
in the btlck­
ground is large 
,·ontingent of 
representatives 

from the world 
press. 
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IIIOGERADHANIAGER 
~ a 

1 Diffe,ential Lock- overcomes wheel spin. 
2 lffel'lible I-Point Unkage-allows immediate use of 

almost any Category 1 and Category 2 implement. 
3 lelf-Energiaing DilC Bram- linings long outlast those of 

conventional brakes. 
4 Truly 'Live• Hydraulic System -no interruption through 

clutch operation. 
S Ugllt It.Iring- eliminates steering fatigue. 
8 Separate Oil R111"oir for Hydraulics - Light grade oil 

tor easier winter running. 
7 Full Dillel Engine-high lugging characteristics at 

all engine speeds. 
8 Wel&llt-Tranlflr and DeptJt-c.tNI System- entirely 

mechanical - throws no load on the hydraulics. 

9 Power Take-off- delivers full B.H.P. when operating 
with power take-ofl'machines built to B.8.I. 
p.t.o. speed standards. 

10 Five Forward Speeds-from 1.1 to ll.4m.p.h.at/ullthrottle. 

11 Swinging Drawllar witll Adjustable fl'IUN- for all 
pull-behind implements. 

12 Automatic Pickup Hitcll - easily interchangeable 
with linkage. 

13 Hand Parking Brake- fitted as regular equipment. 
14 High Clearaace-151 inches at-lowest point of tractor. 
15 U■matelled Driving Comfo"J- for every operator. 
18 Electria ltarter Motor-with manual engagement. 
17 Upawept bllauat- no extra cost. 

18 Complete Road Regulation let-includes lights, 
horn and registration plates. 

a 

All th••• feature■ on the tTactor with the real/11 new design and with the 
pawer/welght ratio that enables vou to.use full throttle in etJer1I gear with the 
ut,.ost fuel econom11. • 

McCORMICK INTERNATIONAL 

B·250 DIIISEL TRACTOR 

ao a.H.P. 

rou 

CIECll THUE FEATUIEI 
OF THE B-UO 18AINIT 

TIIOIE OF ANY OTHER 

TRACTOR AVAILABlE 

■ 

BOOKERS AGRICULTURAL & MACHINERY DEPT. 
BOOKERS STORES LTD. 
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1 he West Indies cabinet in session ut the new "Whitehall", 
Port-of-Spain, with Prime Minister Sir Grantley Adams as Chair­
man. From L. moving around the table to r. are Dr. Curl La 
C.:orb1niere, Deputy Prime Minister, and minister .for Trades and 
Industry; Hon. J. W. Liburd (senator); Minister without port­
folio; Hon. A. G. Byfield (senator); Minister without portfolio; 
Hon. H. N. Richards, Minister without portfolio; Hon. Mrs. 
Phyllis Shand Allfrey, Minister of Labour and Social A/fairs; 
Hon. V. B. Vaughn, Minister without portfolio; Hon. J. L. 
Charles (Senator). Minister without portfolio; Hon. W. Andrew 
Rose, Minister of Communications and Works; Hon. F. B. 
Ricketts, Mini.~ter of Agriculture; Hon. R. L. BMdshaw, Minister 
of Finance: Sir Grantley Adams: C.M.G. 

NEW STATE 
The new governm<!nt began with limited resources of 

approximately $11 million, chiefly from mandatory levies 
from unit territories and profits on currency, and an esti­
mated normal expenditure of about $10 million. Since its 
opi!ning the Canadian government has announced the grant­
Ing of economic help to tfte tune of $10 m. for the 
next five years. while the U.S. Government has asked them 
to s~nd a delegat:on to Washington to explain their need,;. 

~ 

Jamaica's Sir Alexander Bustamant,, Opposition Leader of 
Jamaica and of the W.l. Opposition Democratic f.Abour party 
and his Trinidad colleague Badase Saghan Maraj. 

Big three of the Fed.eration : Jamaica11-born John Mordecai, 
Depuly_ Governor-<;enertil, and chief secretary of the Federation, 
Sir Graf\tle_v Adams, Prime Minister of the Federation, and 
Norman Manley, Leader of the ruling West Indian Labour Party 
and Chief Minister of Jamaica. 

31 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



UWI L
ibr

ari
es



British Guia11a sent three delegates with their wives to the federal inauguration ceremonies. L. to R. Dr. Cheddi Jagan under federal flag 
with Mrs. Jagan, representing the B.G. Gove.-nment, Chief Justice Si, Frank Holder, with Lady Holder, representing the udiciary of British 
Guiana. anti Mr. W. O. R. Kendall, with Mrs. Kendall representing the parliamentary Association. Since the jttd,ciary is the only official B.G. 
connection with Federation, Sir Frank was the only delegate who took part in the great ceremony, a.< part of the procession of chief 
justices of the region over which the Federal SuP,eme court will hold jutisdiction. 

Si, Grantley Adams, the Commonwealth's 11ewest prime minister standing nex& to Ghana's minister at left. With delegates from U.K., 
Canada, Australia, Pakistan and India in a commonwealth family tableau with the Princess Ma,ga.-et. Sir Grcm_tley Adams .-epresents three 
millio11 people of the Federation, which does -not include British Gu,ana or British Honduras. And at the Commonwealth Economic Conference 
last September, Canada, a11d U.K. <devised a neu, credit plan to aid the West lndies. 
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L. to R. Mr. John Profunio (Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for the ColoniesJ. Dr. Cheddi 
]agan (Minister of Trade and Industry, B .G. ), Sir Patrick Renison (Governor of B.G. ), Mr. Alan 
Lennox Boyd (Secretary of State for Colonies), Mr. Edward Beharry (Mimster of Natural Resources. 
B.G.J, Mr. Francis Essex (Financial Secretary, B.G.). 
The B .G. delegatio'fa sought funds for D-programme. 

British Guiana vs. 
The West Indies 
Federation 
RACE FOR ECONOMIC AID. 

WITH the establishment of a Federal West Indian state, 
unifying the economies of the several British Caribbean 

islands, with an approximate total population of over 
3,00U,000 people, British Guiana outside the Federal scope 
with a population of only 500,000, finds a formidable 
competitor for economic aid in the region. 

White greater and more apontaneoUs world recognition 
goes to the newly developed Wast Indian state, British Guiana 

34 

had to send its delegatas on an almost globe-girdling mission 
for economic aid to finish off their development programme. 
As mother of Commonwealth, Britain was the first to 
announce a $42,000,000 grant-in aid-for a five year period 
to the fledgling state equivalent to an annual sum of 
$8,400,000, and accorded it recognition by permitting a West 
Indian delegation to join theirs at. the great Commonwealth 
Economic Conference, which took place in Montreal, Canada 
in September. There, the deputy premier Dr. Carl La 

Corblnlere addressed an august assembly of Commonwealth 
delegates and pleaded that the West Indies needed steadier 
markets for their products, more development capital and 

increased trade. At this economic conference, British 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Derick Amory announced 
a new credit system to help under-developed countries like 
the West Indies. 

"' THE Canadian delegation who attended the opening of the 
W.I. Federal Legislature last April, consisted of ca1>1net 

Ministers .Sydney Smith, Ellen Fairclough and Mr. Gordon 
c4urchl1l !MJ.nlster of Trade and Commerce. 1'he delegation 
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in their greeting promised economic aid to the new state and 
early in September the Canadian government in its turn, 
announced a $10,000,000 five-year economic programme as its 
contribution. In addition to this, two new ships would be 
handed over to the new state. as soon as they slide down the 
dockyards of Canada. As a return courtesy the Governor 
General of Canada Hon. Vincent Massay issued an invitation 
to Governor-General Lord Hailes and the Prime Minister of 
the West Indies Sir Grantley and Lady Adams. Last 
October they enjoyed the Canadian hospitality when Sir 
Grantley was entertained t9 a great state dinner by the 
Canadian Premier Mr. John Diefenbaker. Later Sir Grantley 
and Lady Adams were guests of the Aluminum Company of 
Canada. 
Next came the Americans. While President Eisenhower sent 
greetings to the new federation, it was announced in Wash­
ington, as a gooct'will gesture that the;·e would be an increase 
in the quota of immigrants from the West Indies,and the 
delegation of congressmen called upon Sir Grantley Adams 
and brought the official message from Washington, that the 
West Indies send a delegation ta America to explain the econ­
omic needs of the area. Shortly after Vice-President Richard 
Nixon passing through Trinidad on his Latin American Tour, 
had high level talks with Sir Grantley Adams and emphasised 
the U.S. desire for massive economic aid to the area. 

In the first week of October, a special delegation from 
the U.S. State Department, flew into Port-of-Spain for explora­
tory talks with Fede~I Government and represenatives of 
the Unit Governments. Although no commitments followed 
the talks, plans were prepared for the West Indian delega­
tion to leave for Washington to seek loans for West Indian 
development, although unit governments like Jamaica and 
Trinidad are actively pursuing their own elaborate develop­
ment programme. 

By vivid contrast, British Guiana, competing with the new 
state, finds it no easy task to conv:tnce Metropolitan 

countries, A four-man, delegation headed By His Excellency 
the Governor, Sir Patrick Renison, and consisting of Leader 
of the Majority party, Dr. Cheddi Jagan, Minister of Trade In­
dustry and Commerce, Mr. Edward Beharry, Minister of 
Natural Resources, and Mr. Francis Essex, Financial Secre­
tary arrived in Britain late in June in quest of funds to com­
plete the Development programme started by the previous 
government. This needed nearly 595,000,000 to complete. But, 
they were told by the Secretary of State .. Having regard to 
the prevailing conditions of the London market, It was 
plain that your government had no prospect of being able 
to raise,in the open market this year for the funds required 
for financing the ct-programme, and if the programme were 
not to be brought virtually to a standst!IJ It would be neces­
sary for loan assistance to be provided by the Excheauer'" 

Dr. Jagan had demanded $200,000,000 Loan grant and 
stated that the people of Guiana "were starving and living 
on salt and rice" and there was vast unemployment. This 
request was refused and the British Exchequer granted a 
loan of $26.4 m. to finish this years portion of the pro­
gramme. 

They gave him every a~sistance to approach certain 
financing organisations in the United States and offered to 
guarantee loans from the World Bank, the American Export­
Import Bank, the U.S. Pevelopment Loan Fund, because 
such organisation::; only lend money on a counfry·s credit­
worthiness and on detailed plans submitted on how such 
money would be spent. They refused to guarantee a loan 
from the Swiss Banking Corporation because· such a concern 
was not in the least interested in how such funds would be 
spent. Only the British Government guarantee for such 
loan was needed. 

All that Dr. Jagan succeeded in doing in the United 
States was to gei a promise to have the World Bank come 
down again to examine certain proJects in British Guiana. 
Healising certain handicaps in going it alone, Dr. Jagan on 
his way back from his Loans Quest in the U.S.A., told a 
press conference in Trinidad that he would like to cal! a 
conference of West Indian leaders of all parties to work 
out a programme into which the economies of the West 
Indies and British Guiana eould be integrated. This request 
was rejected by West Indian leaders, who contended that 
British Guiana cannot benefit by the advantages of Federa­
Uon without participating. And when two of the state 
Department officials who arrived in the West Indies to dis­
cuss American aid programme, took the opportunity to pay 
an exploratory call on British Guiana, they were promptly 
wooed by the British Guiana government. The problem 
facing the country is, would substantial sums be given to 
British Guiana to benefit only 500,000 people? 

American Vice-President Mr. Richard Nixon promises 
American help to New West Indian Prime Minister, Sir Grantley 
Adams as he passes through Trinidad. 

Among delegates and observers to New West Indies state 
were Canadian Cabinet Ministers Sydney Smith, Ellen Fair­
clough and Mr. Gordon Churchill, Minister of Trade. They 
promised immediate economic aid to the new Federation. 

B.G's. Dr. ]agan wooing Mr. John Cope, U.S. Consul, with 
respect to economic aid for British Guiana D-programme. 
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Dr. ]agan and Mr. Beharry returning from funds-seeking 
mission abroad to receive garlands. Dr. Jagan at once called for 
coalition of all political parties to meet what he called 
'•country's grave economic crisis'', 

Jagan- Burnham 
Controversy 
P.P.P. Reaignation Threat 

WHEN Dr, Jagan and Mr. Beharry returned from their tour 
of Britain and U.S. in search of funds August 6, they 

were met at Atkinson Airport by an enthusiastic crowd of 
supporters (mostly East Indians from the rural districts) 
carrying huge placards. One said "Dr. Jagan we want 
Independence now" another "$26m. not enough". In his 
speech the same evening of his arrival Dr. Jagan said, "Our 
party is not concerned with who is in p0wer. It is concerned 
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I POLITICS I .. 

Independence 

PPP P i c k e t e e rs 
(mostly East In­

dians) welcome back 

their leader Dr. Jaga,c 

from loans dele,ration 

with placards demand­

ing "Independence 

now." bu t also 

$26,000,000 loan from 

Britain "Not enough" 

vs. 
with one fundamental thing and that is, that the people of 
this country must he free. Referring to the motion passed 
unanimously in the Legislatu·re just before his departure for 
England, that Mr Lennox Boyd should receive an all-party 
delegation immediately to discuss about British Guiana 
"acquiring the status of a fully self-governing territory'• Dr . 
. Jagan said, "I do hope that the leaders of the Legislative 
council would examine Mr. Lennox Boyd's rE>mark very 
carefully and realise that he has completely ignored their 
wishes." 

A few days later at a press conference, he issued a press 
release stating that Professor Mahalanobis, President of the 
Indlah Council of sciences, has agreed to visit British Guiana 
later this year as economic adviser to the British Guiana 
Government, if the Indian government would release him. 
Also that the World Bank may send another mission to 
British Guiana to examine certain projects. Then he outlined 
his plans for economic development for British Guiana. He 
stated that the question of federation never entered into the 
discussions with the Secretary of State. 

He explained overseas aid to British Guiana would take 
the form of ready-made factories from certain countries, a~ 
has been done in Cuba and financial help from certain 
American lending organisations like World Bank and the 
United Nations Contingency funds, while the American food 
surplus food disposal programme would benefit British­
Guiana through the 'Public Law 480' and the "commodities 
Credit Corporation. He hinted that his government would 
examine such factors as planned immigration from the Island 
of Mauritius in the Indian ocean and Puerto Rico or other 
places in the West Indies. Then he made the dramatic 
announcement that British Guiana was facing an economic 
crisis and called upon all political parties to join with him 
and form a coalition to work together to save the country 
from this crisis. Failure to get the coalition his party 
would consider the possibility of resigning from the 
government. 

Next day his statement about the country facing an 
an economic crisis was wholly contradicted by party col­
league Mr. Edward Beharry, who claimed at a large public 
meeting that there was no economic crisis. Dr. Jagan·s 
call for coalition was rejected by other political parties. 

P:N.C. Leader Mr. Linden Forbes Burnham called a press 
conference on August 16 and announced that he had never 
heard of a political party with a clear majority resign­
ing because other parties would not join"'the government, he 
added thatJ "Dr. Jagan's threat to resign is empty bluff'' Dr. 
Jagan has not yet resigned from the Government, while Mr. 
Burnham announced he would welcome an- election now. • 
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WONT.Sae. T 
GH roi JOIN F( C£ QJTI 

l{ 

Federation PNC picketee,s (mostly African elements) demand "Freedom through 
federation" while Leader Forbes Burnham fights in Council for immediau 
negotiations with new federal state. 

Controveray 

NEXT phase of the Jagan-Burnham issue was 011 the ques. 
tion of federation. Soon after vr. Jagan returned from 

hls relatively unsuccessful money mission to Britam ane1 
the U.S., Mr. Burnham tabled his motion which said ''That 
this council recommend that Government enter immediately 
into negotiations with the Government of ~he West Indies 
Federation with a view to British Guiana entering the West 
Indies. Federation immediately". 

The Great Debate 
Opening his three day address to the council on Wednes. 

day August 20 Mr. Burnham pointed out that whereas on 
previoua occasions thP. subject of federation was rather 

academic, today it was a vital question. Whereas before, 
it was whether or not there was going to be a federation; 
today there was a federation and today the choice was ours 
as to whether British Guiana should accede to that ~est 
Indian federation or not" • · 

As he was speaking in the Council Chamber, all around 
the Public buildings were pickets from his party of the 
People's National Congress (mostly housewives of 
African descent). They paraded round and round carrying 
slogans and banners demanding that British Guiana get into 
federation. In the Council, Mr. Burnham said that it mignt, 
of course be necessary for us to cast our eyes around tne 
world and see whether we recognise certain trends, wnetner 
the decision to federate or not to federate was in consonance 
with those trends or diametrically opposed. He declared that 
it was no longer the age of the small nation but rather of the 
large nations and grouping of nations. He explained that 
there was an Eastern bloc and the Western 
bloc for instance. They had, for example in the 
Eastern bloc a citizen of one nation being the minister of 
defence in the government of another nation. Coming down 
to the lower level, he pointed out that various countries 
have been seeking to come more closely together, and cited 
the United Arab Republics and the now defunct 
United Kingdom of Jordon and Iraq. He referred to 
NATO and Warsaw countries. He said there was talk of 
uniting• the economics and politics Of Western European 
countries and in our part of the world, there was the Pan 
American conference. He drew attention to the fact that 
British Guiana was particularly fortui:iate in that "We do 
not have those difficulties or impediments placed In our way 
when .thinking about joining the West Indian Federation" 
He querried "Do you want the doubtful recognition of being 

independent and unknown". He agreed tnat it should be con­
ceeded that· British Guiana with her population of 500,000 
souls could not in this second half of the twentieth century 
hope to survive as an independent nation and make its mark, 
because independence connoted the fact of being in con­
trol of your country both economically and politically. 

HE said "If, therefore, it is conceded by any true-thinking 
Guianese, that British Guiana standing or going on her 

own, an empty dream nurtured in a fevered brain -"We 
must then ask oursalves when may we join'! With whom 
will we make our Uilion?" We live in a materialistic world" 
He said "and every Guianese like practically every nationalist 
wants to know what he would get out of every action or act 
or decision." Reverting to the question of population Mr. 
Burnham said he noted that this country had 90,000 square 
miles, but "we only have 500,000 people. The largeness of a 
nation or the power or the importance of a nation was not 
calculated merely on acres or square miles or whichever 
nation Jived on the Sahara desert would be one of the most 
important nations in the world. They are human resources 
which are so important in reckoning the importance of a 
nation and if the West Indian islands had recognised Jamaica 
with their one million population, Trinidad with a population 
of one and a llalf. times that or this country that independence 
in isolation did not mean real independence, why could not 
they, in British Guiana recognise that; if they ware to make 
a reality of their desire and achievament independence they 
should join with others. I say the West Indies federation." 

MR. BURNHAM ridiculed the P.P.P. idea about plebiscite as 
an expensive devic-e" to side step responsibility of the 

leaders., and since he could not see Independence for B.G. 
in the foreseable future, the shortest route for Internal self­
Government was through federation. 

P .P.P. Replies 

REPLYING on behalf of the Government, Mr. Hrin(lley Benn, 
Minister of Education, and Chairman of the P.P.P. moved 

an amendment to Mr. Burnham's motion which said "That. 
this Council recommends that on the attainment by the West 
Indies Federation of Dominion Status and British Guiana of 
internal self government, enter into negotiations with the 
Gove1·nment of the West Indies Federation with a view to 
British Guiana enterlag the West Indies Federation, subject 
to the desire of the Guianese people as a\llly eXPressed by 
plebiscite. 

Speaking on the motion Mr. Benn said the arguments 
put forward about NATO, Eastern and Western Blocs, seemed 
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PNC executive holding press conference in Legco. committee 
room rejecting Dr. Jagan's coalition call. L. to R. Dr. ]. P. 
Lachhmansingh (chairman), Messrs. L. F. Burnham (leader), 
Andreu, Jackson (vice-president), Sydney King (secretary). 

to him that persons had the idea, that we enter federation at 
any cost. He said that he did not believe that British Guiana 
would be left out in the cold with reference to economic aid, 
because it was not ready now for federation. He bolstered 
his arguments with the fact that the then American Consul, 
Mr. John Cope had given assurances of American help to 
British Guiana. 

Referring to the federal shipping service which was with­
drawn from ll.G. earlier in the year he daclared "We have 
lost nothing by the withdrawal of the shipping service." He 
next referred to British Guiana's treatment at the hands of 
West Indian leaders and specified the Oils and Fats confer­
ence. 

The quarrels he said, that were going on and the treat­
ment to British Guiana did not make good for the federation. 
He added that the MajoritY, Party had always said and was 
saying "that since the publication of the Rance report the 
question of fi!deration was one over which there had been so 
much discussion that it should be put to a referendum". 

Recriminations 

MAJORITY party leader, Dr. Jagan who claimed that he 
was always a federationist and agreed with it in 

principle posect the questions "What is the West Indies 
federation indeed, if British Guiana werP. not in the federation ? 
What havt we to get out of the federation ?'.• Lik-i!, Mr. Benn, 
he referred to the treatment of the West Indian lead.ars to 
B.G. leaders and referred to th~1953 crisis in which he 
deplored the action of the West Indian leaders in sending 
telegrams to Hous,e of Commons supporting the British 
Government's action in B.U. 

PNC Leader Mr. Linden Forbes Burnham moving his resolu­
tion calling upon the B .G. government to begin immediate 
negotiations with federal government with a view to B.G. join­
ing the federation. 

PPP Chairman Brindley Benn moving amend!"ent to 
counteract Mr. Burnham's motion. Amendment asked that 
negotiations be postpnned until Dominion Status is granted W.I. 
and Independence given B.G. and the people decide by plebiscite. 

He also spoke of his treatment in Ghana by West Indian 
leaders and said that while Mr. Burnham was allowed free 
latitt1de, he was kept in a room and asked "ls this builcting 
confidence for us to join the federation "f" He then declared 
emphatically that he would tell the West Indian leaders they 
could not force ll.G. into federation and "if you want the 
people to enter into federation you must allow the P.P.P. to 
do it their own way. We are the only people, no matter 
what they say, no matter what the mover of the motion said, 
this is the party which ultimately is going to have the last 
say" 

DR. JAGAN said that if the Federation were to reject H G's_ 
offer and do not tak,e our rice, B.U. was not the only 

country in the world which was faced with the problem of 
having to dispose of surplus products. So they should not 
paint such a gloomy picture, that they would not be able to 
sell their rice. 

He built his case against joining the federation on the 
constitutional set up of the New State, and added "P.P.P. 
says that federation under a crown colony government 
could never succeed. We say let us have dominion status, 
before we start talking, and Internal self-government to 
remove .the shackles here also and then we can talk". He 
called upon all political leaders to demand independence now 
and then federation becomes a reality. Other speakers ridi­
culed Dr. Jagan's idea of harping upon recriminations of the 
past with W.I. leaders to keep the country out of the federa­
tion, and Celt that entering the fe<1erat1on was the shortest way 
to solve the racial situation and have harmony in the area. 

Mr. Hurnham's motion was rejecte<}, while the P.P.P. 
amendment was accepted 10-7 and as in past debates on 
federation the official section of government refrained from 
exercising the vote. 

Dr. Cheddi Jagan replying to Mr. Burnham, said he agreed 
with federation in principle but that the country should not join, 
until West Indies gets Dominion Status and B.G. gets Indepen­
dence and the peot,le decide by Plebiscite. 
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[ WOMEN I 
By 

OLGA ARMSTRONG 

Caribbean Women's 

Congress 

TWENTY years ago when a handful of far seeing West 
Indian and Guianese women led by Trinidad stalwart Miss 

Audrey Jeffers, decided to rub heads together to form an or­
ganisation to unite the women of the Caribbean and make 
them more aware of their duties as citizens, they were 
looked upon with great suspicion by the powers that were in 
Urit1sh Guiana. Tney were calied socialists and their every 
act carefully scrutinised for a few days by the U.G. Police. 

But on Tuesday morning, September 23 this year, when a 
much larger collection of women from a much w1<1~r area 
met at tne Children's Dorcas Club to officially l11unch me 
Caribbean Women·s Association, to fight for equal status for 
women, with Miss Jeffers as President and Lead~r, the 
pict\1re was a different one. These women, drawn from eight 
Caribbectn colonies hud a most ,mthusiastic reception from 
all quarters, and their organisation set off to a good start with 
a launching address by the First Lady of British Guiana, 
Lady Renison, wife of His Excellency the Governor Sir 
Patrick Renison and greetings for succcSs from Lady 
Hailes, wife of Lord Hailes, Governor General of the West 
Indies. 

And it was not only women wno took part in launching 
this feminine organisation. A highly significant address was 
delivered by the Dean of Georgetown, Hev. R. Sargison, who 
stressed the importance of women's work in building healthy 
family lives, if there were to be healthy communities. And 
among those who listened attentively was the Mayor o 
Georgetown, Mr. Claude Merriman . 

• 
Georgetown Mayor, Mr. Claude Merriman, smiles broadly as 
he escorts soml' of ·"the V.l.P.'s to a table on the Town 
Hall lawns, to enjoy a cup of tea at the Civic Reception. 
Following the lead of the Mayor are Miss Audrey Jeffers 
Miss Mildred Mansfield, Mrs. E. Hall, Mr. George de 

Sebastiani, Deputy Mayor and Miss Gertie Collins. 

Officers of the Caribbean Women's Association meet Ladv 
Henison at the entrance of the Children's Dorcas Club, on 
the opening morning of Conference. Right to left are:­
Lady- Renison, wife of the Governor of British Guiana, Miss 
Lucille Lord (St. Lucia). Immediately behind - Mrs. 
Florence Daysh O.B.E., M.P., (Barbados); Miss Audrey 
]effe,-s, M.B.E., (T11nidad); President-Founder of the 

C.W.A., Mrs. Ona Dey (Trinidad); Miss Mildred Mansfield 
M .B .E. ( British Guiana l Local Vice-President of the C. W .A. 

It was Cocktail time at the Children's Dorcas Club the first 
evening after arrival. Left to right are :- Hon. Janel 
Jagan, Minister of Labour, Health and Housing (B.G.) 
Mesdames Florence Daysh, O.B.E., M.P., Winnie Ward and 

E. Hall, all of Barbados. 
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Something of intert'st attracts these ludit'S 
at one of the C.W.A's . social functions . 
Standing is Mrs. Una Matthews. Secretary 
of the local organising_ committee · whicli 
planned the Conference and also Secretary 
of the Women's League of Social Service, 
off-shoot of the C. W .A. St1nling happily is 
Mrs. Irene Byer, President of tl1e Circle 
of Sunshine Workers. an affiliate of the 
C.W.A .. Mrs . Alice Si,.gh, M.B.E., aftd 

Mrs . Alice Singh. M.B.E., 
Vice-President of t h e 
Women's League of Social 
Service and one of- the found-

Miss Eunice Gibson. President of 
the Barbados Nursing Council -
She gave a very interesting 
account of women's work in 

ers of the ~.W.A. Barbados 

Mrs. E. Frieftd, (St. Lucia). 

Miss Jeffers recalled that eml>arrassing occasion some 
two decades &go, when she made her first visit to British 
Guiana in the interest of the Association, th1m named the 
Caril>l>ean Women Social Workers Association, and also the 
suspicion with which they were then looked upon. But 
added sh.?, "we women always have our way, and in a few 
days' time the men had changed their opinion about 
us, and we had them just where we wantl'II, gi\"ing us all 
the support needed . .. " She also recalled those who 
assisted her in British Guiana with the ground work at that 
time - Miss Mildred Mansfield, President-Founder of the 
Children's Dorcas Club, Mrs. Alice Singh. wife of the late 
Dr . .J. B. Singh, and Miss Gertii Wood, then President of the 
Circle of Sunshine Workers, now resident in the United 
States of America. 

Assocation' • Aims 

THE aims of the Caribbean Women's Association are to 
raise the standard of womanhood throughout the West 

Indies and Uritish Guiana. To see that there he equal pay 
for equal work by women and to see that children arc well 
fed and protected. Queried as to how the Association pro­
poses to go about all these grandio11e plans, Miss Jetfcrs said, 
"that we will not disclose. We have not really started to 
work yet. It wlll be a· hard fight, but we must win in the 
end". She continued, "but the women of every territory will 
have to play their part. They will have to l>e more aware of 
their duties in the home, their respon11ihility as voters and 
their service to the commnnity", 

It was because of the intervention of the last world 
war that the Association's activities remained somewhat 
dormant through the years, with only l>ehind-th.!-scenes 
activities. But the vision of its founder, Miss Jeffers, who 
also became a member of the Trinidad Legislature and was 
later &warded the M.n.E., widened with the passing years. 
In Trinidad as President of the Coterie of Social Workers, 
she saw that the women attended study grouPs and adult 
education classes run by paid tutors, and did research work 
on matters of topical interest to widen their outlook &nd 
make them efficient for the work they are now prepa~ed to 

tackle fully. During this period of hibernation, close touch 
was kept with affiliated organisations, committees of man­
agement elected annually and conferences held biennially. 

In British c:uiana this organisation was responsible for 
the formation of the Women·s I .eagUe of Social Sen•ice, 
and in the West Indies it played a great part in making the 
dream of a West Indian Federation hecome a reality. With 
the hirth of the West Indies Federation it became necessary 
to frame a new constitution for the Association, and it was 
this new Constitution, drawn up last _ve-ar in St. Lucia, which 
was ratified at this year's conference in British Guiana. 

Magnetic Powers 

SO great is the magnet at work in this Association, that 
the women of neighbouring Dutch Guiana have become 

deeply interested and signified their desire to join forces 
with the women of the West Indies and British Guiana. Hut 
"because of the territory covered by the Constitution", said 
Miss Jeffers, "further investigation and possible amend­
ments have got to be made if they are to become affiliated. 
Dut we are considering it."' 

During their stay in British Guiana, the eleven delegates 
and fifteen observers impressed all who attended their public 
meetings, that they were & force to be reckoned with. 
When Mrs. Florence Daysh, member of the West Indies 
Federal Parliament delivered her address in the crowded 
Town Hall, she likened the Association to a broom whlch 
will be us~ to sweep aside all obstacles so that women and 
children ln the area would enjoy a better, richer and fuller 
life. In a most persuasive manner she appealed to al} for 
their support, including the men, for said she, "much of my 
success Is .due to the influence and support of my husband." 

On this particular occasion, Mrs. Daysh and every other 
female speaker in tum stressed the importance of British 
Guiana Joinll'llt the West Indies Federation, and openly hinted 
that that was one of the reasons for 1fhich they had come 
to British Guiana. All this talk about B.G. joining the 
West Indies Federation was listened to with wide-eyed in­
terest by anti-Fed Hon. Brindley Benn, Minister of Education 
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Hue delegates and observers enjoy a friendly tete-a-tete with Mackenzie ladies afte, sipping tea in the South Maclreuie 

Stuff Club. Included itt picture are - third from left: Mrs. J. N. Frase,, wife of Demba's Manage, and President 

of the Community Chest, while second from right is Miss Audrey Jeffers, M.B.E. 

and Social Service in the present B.G. Government. 
Explained ll.G. social worker Mrs. Vmr Matthews, in relation 
to Mr. Benn while mQving the vote''of thanks, "we women 
are very subtle and we had our reasons for inviting you 
here." Mr. Benn was a platform gu~t at this meeting, and 
for the benefit of the West Indian visitors, had told the vast 
audJence something about the work connected with his 
portfolio. 

Delegates and Observers to the Caribbean Women's 
Conference Indeed worked very hard at the various sessions 
of Conference. nut their social side was well catered for,' 
as all admitted before they left for home. They w~re feted 
by His Excellency the Governor at Government House, 
Their Worships the Mavors of Georgetown and New Amster. 
dam, the committees of the Children's Dor<'as Club and the 
Women's League of Social ServicE', r.ommercial enterprises 
and private individuals. Thev also did some sight-seeing 
which included a· visit to Kaieteur Fall. 

(Left) Mrs. Esther Dey, 
M.B.E., member oj the 
Women's League of 
Social Service. She took 
part in the discussions 
which led to the ratify­
ing of the constitution of 

the C.W.A. 

(Centre) M,s. May 
Rodrigues, M.B.E., Sec­
retary of the B .G. 
Y.W.C.A. At he, Asso­
ciation a most successful 
public meeting of the 
C.W.A. took place. 

(Rigid) M,s. Josephine 
Selman Frase,, M.B.E. 
Her account of women's 
work in British Guiana, 
pa,ticula,ly in he, ex­
Jield,Child Care, was very 

well put ove,. 
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Before their departure ten local organisations had 
already become affiliated to the Association, and plans were 
underway for the formation of a local committee, to activel.v 
pursue the alms and objects of the Association in British 
Guiana. 

ALL the activities of the Caribbean Women's Conference 
in British Guiana, were drawn up by a planning commit• 

tee from among members of the U.G. Women's League of 
Social Service, of which Mrs. Josephine Selman-Fra"Ser Is 
President and Mrs. Una Matthews is. Secretary. President 
of the planning committee was Miss Mildred Mansfield. 

Twenty.five voluntary women's organisations in Brit­
ish Guiana are affiliated to the Women's League of Social 
Service, which in turn is affiliat~ to the Caribbean 
Women's Association. 
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Sara Lou Harris in the shimmering black sheath in which she 
modelled hats of every description created by Pearl Miller. 

I Fashion Fiesta I 
WOW ! "An umbrella dress; wonder whom she intends 

shading under it"; exclaimed a male onlooker at Beryl 
Pereira's Fashion Fiesta held at the Tower Hotel on Saturday 
evening July 5, when Miss Bettencourt (Rose Marie Fer­
nandes) appeared on stage In a pale blue umbrella evening 
gown and whirled herself round and round the brilliantly lit 
stage. From fashion's point of view, the show was "tops". 
But from a practical point of view ...... oh no! 

About eighty percent of the fashions modelled were un­
suited to our tropical dimate. With heat off-times exceed­
ing 75 degrees, B.G. girls will ro&:st themselves alive in neck­
lines touching their ears as seen in the fashions modelled 
that evening. And the absence of well-planned holiday re­
sorts leave them with little or no place to wear the play 

Miss B .G. Fashions 1958 (Clyo Fernandez) proudly display­
ing the winning trophy. Her semi-evening frock is of 
buttercup yellow chiffon . Gloves, bag and shoes are all black. 

suits, except of course, that modelled by Miss Kawall (Eliza­
beth Coltress) which was most practical and appropriate. 
Indeed, the Cops would have their hands full if B.G. girls 
appeared in the public highway in those briefest of briefs 
some models displayed in an effort to catch the judges eyes. 

Gertie Gummels, Miss Surinam 1958, modelled in the 
Fiesta not as a competitor but as an extra. One look at her 
shapely cut features could not hide the fact that she was 
neither Guianese nor West Indian. Rut Gertie possessed 
grace in her movements and carried her gowns elegantly. 
Just at the end of her teens, she has a figure, which if re­
tained, ought to take her places. 

THE modelling of Sara Lou Harris, American cover girl 
and T.V. star, with that oriental twinkle in her eyes, 

made the Fiesta a memorable achiev-,ment for its produ­
cer, and the audience forget much of the Inconvenience and 
disappointment suffered from attending a show of that 
nature, on a stage that needed to be lifted a few feet 
higher. 
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Clyo Fernandez holding her 
head high. as she models a two­
p,iece play sztit o/ figured 
towelling. 

Miss Surinam 1958 (Gertie 
Gunzmels) smiling graciously 

in a full length evening frock. 
Note the closely fitted front 

and the heavily <traped back. 

Sarn modelleo gowns in every type of material-leather, 
gold, aluminum, nylon and silks of varied types, nearly all 
topped off with elaborate fur stoles or capes. Ea:ch time she 
appeared she was a new creature from head to toe, her 
specialities being sheaths and extra high heels,· in which she 
moved with the grace and charm of an expert model. Her 
cute, creamy brown face was the type that took off any hat. 
Dressed in a fabulous black sheath, she modelled hat 
after hat created by Pearl Miller. Sara just bent her head 
into a hat box, selected a hat at random, stuck it on her head 
and with a perky jerk faced her audience looking a perfc!Ct 
peach. Giving a "come hither look" here, a "twinkle of the 
eye" there and a "nod of the head!' elsewhere, she went 
around the perimeter of the iftage, stopped, selected another 
hat, and repeated her performance. She was as queenlv 
In the bird's nest as in the halo or the cloche, or the pud 
ding bowl or the PaTisian topper. 

Shame--Y ou Men 

BUT what ever bc?came of our Guianese Sir Galahads that 
evening? At least none appeared to have attended the 

Fashion Fiesta. For when Sara appeared in her final act 
in an elaborate evening gown, called upon the orchestra to 
strike up a dance tune and requested a dancing partner from 
among the audience, not one c&me forward. All the feminine 
charm she possessed failed to steady their wobbly knees 
and make them come on stage, so as graciously as one could 
lmagine, she asked the Patron Lt. Col. C. M. Bernard to 
partner her. The st&tely Colonel found difficulty in keeping 

Fashion Fiesta Patron Lt. Col. C. M. Bernard, doing an 
exhibition dance with Sara at her request. 

A practical three-piece play 
suit displayed by Elizabeth 
Coltress. Skirt can be worn 
both sides. 
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The final round-up. Right to left Sara Lou Harris Clvo Fernandez (fil'st prize winne1') Gertie Gum­
mels (Miss Surinam 1958) Joy Wong, (second prize-w1nn1•r) Beryl Pereira (organise,) Pinkie Frr­
>iandf's (third priu winner) and A mnican Chup11rut1 to Sara Lou. 

step with the hot rhythm of the orchestra, but when the dance 
was through, Sara demanded a big hand for him, for said 
she, "it takes a lot of nerve to come up here on stage and 
do what the Colonel did". 

As indicated in the words of the song "All of me" which 
she sang, Sara Lou Harris seemed to give an of hersalf in 
the line of show-womanship to the audience that evening. 
She asked each of the sponsors of the thirteen models to rise 
and be seen by the audience as she c&:lled their names, and 
gave an affectionate peck on the cheek to almost everyone 
who assisted in organising the show, from the Patron, Col. 
Bernard to advertising man, Bertie Chancellor. 

Take a Bow 

TO return to where we ~tarted, the thirteen Guianese 
models certainly displayed faiihion's latest at the time, and 

for that the sponsors deserve a bow. Also the designers for 

We wish one and all a very 
Happy Chriatmaa 

and may we remind you 
that we are agents for 

BERLEI'S LADIES FOUNDATION 
GARMENTS 

You feel comfortable when you wear 

BERLE! 
PANTIE GIRDLE & BRAS 

FERREIRA & GOMES LTD. 
30/31 HINCXS ABD REGENT STREETS. 
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the fashions created at such short notice. The models, all In 
the flush of youth, looked the more stunning when thay 
appeared together at the end of the show in their semi-even­
ing frocks, topped with hats created by Pearl Miller. 

The title of Miss B.G. Fashions 1958 went to Miss Pepsi 
Cola (Clyo Fernandez). She modelled a rouge pink tQ.'1,'elling 
play suit highlighted with a front panel of white figured 
towelllng. The topper was a short, flared back matching 
coat. Her semi-evening frock was a buttercup yellow chiffon 
creation. The strapless bodice was daintily fitted to a 
smocked skirt caught up with rhynestones, the handiwork 
of Mrs. Louise Christiani. 

Runner-up was Miss Banks Beer (Joy Wong) and third 
prize winner was Miss Joyce Lewis' Fashion Shoppe 
(Pinky Humphrey). Each model was presented with a 
Max Factor make-up kit. 

1958 - GREETINGS - 1959 
We desire through this medium to thank our 
numerous Customers and Friends throughout the 
Colony for their unstinted support, assuring them 
of our earnest desire to continue to serve them 
faithfully in the present as we've done in the past. 

We therP/Of'e wish one and all 
A MERRY CHRISTMAS and a 

NEW YEAR of Peace a,id Prosperity. 

ROYAL JEWEL HOUSE 
137 REGENT STREET. LACYTOWH. 

OR 22 HINCKS AND SOUTH STREETS. 

Dealers in all #rinds of Gold and Silver Jewellery 
Watches and Household Nov~lties. 
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and Queen of 
the I958 Miss Guiana 
Beauty Contest, Clyo Fel'­
.nandez (Miss •Pepsi Cola). 
Pol'tion of Jlel' prize was a 
trip to Califol'nia, U.S.A., to 
compete in the Miss Uni­
vel'se Beauty Contest. She 
lost in the contest but won 
herself an Amel'ican hus­
band, and is now ,-esident 
in New jel'sey. 

Runnel'-up Joy Wong {Miss 
Banks Beer). She stole a 
leaf J,-om Sa,,a Lou's wal'd· 
,-obe in selectinp. f his full 
len~th fish tail evenin!( 

1958 .. MISS GUIANA., BEAUTY CONTEST 
Shouts of "Pepsi Cola, Pepsi Cola" rent the atmosphere 

of the Empire Cinema a few evenings later, when announcer 
Harry Kawall smiled at the audience and intoned, "ladies 
and gentlemen, the long awaited decision is here. The 
1958 beauty crown goes to Miss Pepsi ...... " Harry was not 
allowed to finish his sentence; the audience did it for him. 

Never before in the history of Beauty Contests in Urit­
ish Guiana was a decision more popularly received, than 
that to place the 1958 Miss Guiana Beauty Crown on. the 
head of Miss Pepsi Cola (Clyo Fernandez). And D'Aguiar 
~.kos., bottlers of Pepsi Cola, made capital of it hy launch­
mg a big advertising campaign from the next day. 

This beauty contest was the climax to four fashion 
shows of the most expensive, stunning and sensational outfits 
featuring the vase, bell bottom, pouch back, harem hemline, 

sack, sheath, chemise, fish tail and heaven knows the rest. 
All these were highlighted. by the expert modelling of 
American brownie, Sara Lou Harris, who fell so head over 
heels in love with R.G., that she has since paid another visit 
and modelled more stunning outfits. 

Close Rivals 

RIGHT through th.! be:..uty contest the fight for supremacy 
was between Miss Pepsi Cola and Miss Banks Heer (Joy 

Wong). From the expression on the faces of some of the 
models it was evident that the,y had given up all hope of 
wearing th.! crown. And when one of ..the judges. Queen's 
Counsel Lionel Luckhoo came on stage and announced •"all 
contestants will be required to come to the mike, one at a 
time, and tell the audience something about Uritish Guiana, 
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as if she were in California and telling the people tnere 
something about her country", some of the contestants grew 
as pale as death, and looked as though they wanted to dis­
appear from view. But remain they did, and each in turn 
certainly tried to :,;ay something about their dear home 
town. 

This was the final act for deciding who was "queen of 
them all". When Clyo's turn came to face the mike, her 
precise utterance of "I was born in British Guiana in South 
America of which I am very proud. I wish some of you 
could go to see my beautiful country with its many natural 
attractions, chief of which is the famous Kaieteur Fall. Its 
people are known for their hospitalitY ...... " Then tilled 
with emotion, she faltered. But she had said enough and 
satisfied the judges that she had both beauty and brains. 

Clyo modelled all her costumes with grace and elegance 
and without the aid of foundation garments. Her evening 
gown was a heavenly creation of shell pink slipper satin and 
silver lace. A few days later she was t-n J'oute to Long 
Beach, California, to compete for the title of Miss Universe. 
This was the first time a contestant from British Guiana had 
reached so far, and Clyo was quite a favourite among the 
other beauties. Though not placed in the contest, i,he 
proved herself quite a capable ambassador for British Gui­
ana, and accepted every opportunity which came her way to 
ooost her birth place. 

Shortly after the Miss Universe Contest, 18-year old Clyo 
found a husband in New Jersey and decided to settle there. 

Sidelight 

THE British Guiana Beauty Contest was not without its side­
lights and chief among them was the stage dance by Sar&: 

Lou and Georgetown Mayor, Claude Merriman. Just a little 
before the show was billed to commence, Sara slipped in by 
a side door and seated herself among the audience. In a 
jiffy Mayor Merriman, chairman for the evening was at her 
side, chatting in a most persuasive manner. The nature of 
that conversation was related later in the evening by Sara 
Lou after she had modelled a few stunning outfits. 
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Dress designer Mrs. Louise Christiani gets an affectionate 'peck 
on the cheek' from the Beauty Queen. It was a fitting 
'thank you' to her for designing all the costumes Clyo wore. 
which eclipsed all others in the Beauty Contest and Fashion 
Fiesta. 

Begowned in what she named her sputnik gown, topped 
with an evening coat of golden leather, all her own creation, 
Sara appeared on stage and all but blinded the audience 
with her splendour as she whirled round and round. Com­
ing to a sudden stop, she smiled at the audience, divested her­
self of her coat, then turning her gaze in the direction of the 
Mayor said : "Mr. Mayor, I'm going to let your secret out. 
Earlier in the evening you made a request of me, and while 
I was in your city I had to obey". The audience at once 
became very itchy, but Sara went on and explained that she 
had in~ended to be just a memb~r of the audience that eve­
ning, but the Mayor had virtually compelled her to model. 
Then she added "now Mr. Mayor, will you do something for 
me ? Will you come on st&:ge and join me in a dance ? I do 
enjoy dancing in my sputnik gown" 

Stunned by the request, the Mayor glared at Sara for a 
minute or two, turned his fat head round and round, then 
shot up out of his seat and bounced on stage. Centre of 
attraction now was the M&:yor. The Orchestra struck up a 
Mambo, Sara and Mayor timed each other for an opening, 
then off they went and, treated the excited audience to a fine 
exhibition of the Mambo. The roof of the theatre nearly fell 
In from maddening applause which rent the air at the end 
of the dance, and in which Sara joined. Said the 
Mayor· afterwards, "I didn't know I was still so good" 

It was Mambo time when Sara Lou invited Mayor Claude 
Merriman on Empire Cinema's stage to join her in a dance. 
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ATHLETICS British (;uiana athlt:tic team frd by P. A. Cummings, (Chcf·dt"•Maison ); Brindslry Crombie, 
(Manager) and Macdonald Bailey (Coach) march past the d(1is at Cardiff pavilion at the 
Empire Games last July, with the Duke of Edinburgh taking the salute. 

Sprinter Edwin Soloman, middle distance Champion, Toney Seth and long distance, George De Peana, warming up before h,·ats 

at Cardiff. 
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is there helping to pass the 
time of day for _plajers and 
spectators alike 

Bottled by D'AGUIAR BROS. LIMITED. 
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Not a dead heat-Markwell (October 1958) gains the nod 
from Houdini (No. 7 J in a race which only the camera 
could tell. The photo finish is in regular use at D'Urban 
Park and operators Cooblall and D'Ornellas are reported to 
be the quickest operators not in the W.l. but the world. 

This photo was produced in 59 secs. 

GUIANA RACING ATTAINS HIGH 
STANDARD ........ . 
$165,000 Prize Money in 1958. 

THE strides made by British Guiana within recent years 
in the realm of racing, have been prodigious. 1958 has 

witnessed the continuation of improvements, provision of 
better facilities for the turfite, stricter control apd security 
measures, importation of the best thoroughbred blood lines 
in top class racing machines, and substantial increase of 
pnze money. 

Despite adverse conditions of limitation of space for 
expansion and a track which cannot accommodate very large 
fields, the Directors of the Demerara Turf Club deserve 
every commendation for their efforts and enterprise to keep 
the sport of racing moving fon.,,ard. Mr. Lionel Luckhoo, 
President of the Club in his report this year stated that if 
Government wouldi only take over D'Urban Park for a Sports 
Stadium and/or housing and give the Club permission and 

Champion Noble Columbia, one of the best horses seen at , 
D' Urban Park in the past decade. winning the big race and 
seinng up a new mile record. Noble Cotumbia won 1 r out 

of 12 starts in one ,year. 

assistance to set up a race track and stands at Thomas Land~ 
Rifle Ranges. Demerara Turf Club would take the lead in 
Caribbean Racing and like Trinidad provide for Government 
m taxation a million dollars a year. Racmg at D'Urhan has 
reached saturation point. There is no space for new stands, 
accommodation for turfites or accommodation for large fields. 

DURING the year 1958 Guianese owned thoroughbreds 
have been top horses of the Caribbean Turf, the Sankar, 

Chin and Luckhoo Stables have won the cream of prizes 
m Trinidad and Barbados as well as Uritish Guiana. Top 
horse for 1958 in British Guiana was the English highly 
rated handicapper, STENIGOT TOP, owned by Hamid 
Rahaman. 

Public support and confidence in the. Demerara TUrf 
Club is reflected in the sul.Jstantial support given the Club 
by the public in its pools. All moneys from the pools are 
utilised for the improvement of racing. The Club continues 
its scheme of importing thoroughbreds and some of the finest 
thoroughbreds to grace D'Ur!Jan Park have I.Jeen I.Jrought to 
Guiana I.Jy the Club. 

Left : New Colours vic­
torious:- Dr. and 
Mrs. Pete, Byrne 
leading in their first 
winner-Main Gate­
OctolJer, 1958. 

Fighting Fox 
whu raced for and 
won for his owner­
Mr. Lionel Luckhoo in 
England, winning his 
first race at D' Urban 
Park. 
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Clyde Walcott and Collie Smith in Second Test partnership ,n 
Barbados last February. 

lsPoRrsl 
• 

Basket-ball at Mackenzie. Denierara River. 

Crucial moment in Pakistan - British 
Kardar is beaten by one off Stayers 

B.G. Police troopers in Horseplay. 

Eric Thompson , British Amatewr Cross Country Cyclist sweeping 
the field in a terrific 69 mile road race from Blairmont to 
Georgetown in 3 hours 4 minutes September last. 
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BROADCASTING 
New Sound on Your Radio 

IF you were to turn your radio dial right now to 560 kilo­
cycles on the medium wave band, you would in a short 

time be hearing the proud announcement: "This is Station 
B.G.B.S.-The Uritish Guiana Broadcasting Service." The 
voice would likely be that of announcer Hugh Cholmondeley, 
Clairmont Taitt or Eileen Pooran. At all events, it would 
be a new voice denoting a new sound on the airways. For 
you would be tuned to British Guiana's second radio station, 
widely acclaimed and now widely heard. It is true that the 
schedule of programmes for B.G.B.S. will not be put into 
effect until January 1st, but even the musical sustainers at 
present on the air are being avidly picked up all over the 
Colony by listeners who have _begun to appreciate the pur. 
Pose and value of this new b~adcasting service. 

Station B.G.B.S. has been started by the British Guiana 
United Broadcasting Co., Ltd. in an endeavour to broarlen 
the horizon of local radio. The intention is that n.G.TI.S. 
would offer a contrast in programmes to those aired by 
Radio Demerara; hence if a listener is not attracted to a 
programme on one station, he could immediately tune to the 
other station with the surety of finding something more to 
his taste. Listeners' preferences in programme fare vary • 
widely, and Il.G.B.S. is an earnest of its parent Company's 
desire to mept as many tastes as possible. 

THE overall cost of this alternative programme service ls 
1n the vicinity of $240,000.00. Its transmitter has a 

power of ten kilowatts and the 500' transmitting aerial, from 
which both B.G.TI.S. and Radio Demerara programmes are 
radiated, Is believed to be the tallest of its kind in the Carih­
hean. R.G.H.S. is housed in the same premises as Radio 
Demerara. but its two modern studios and control rooms are 
distinct from those of the other station. B.G.n.s. has too ;1 

separate onerational staff. aPd this helps to foster a spirit of 
rivalfy between the two i;,ervlces. 

Initially, B.G.B.S. will not be on the air full-time, but will 
operate Monday thru' Saturday from 6 a.m. to 8 a.m., 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and 6 p.m. to 10.30 p.m.; on Sundays, the transmis­
sion hours-will be 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 1.30 p.m. to 10.30 p.m. 
However,· with the support of listeners and sPonsors, rapid 
expansion Is predicted. For the motto of B.G.B.S. is: "The 
best In Radio for British Guiana.'' 

CLAIRMONT TAITT: Queen's College old boy; tenor, Music 
Festival prize-winning violinist, versatile B.G. Theatre Guild 
actor, now turned B.G.B.S. announcer. Asked why he entered 
Broadcasting, Clairmont replit!d: "I like to sing, I like to play, 
I like to talk, I like to be heard. So here am I". 

,/ 

.,..... 

./ 

--
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I RADIO I 

l/UGH CHOLMONDELE.Y: While at Queen's College, Hugh 
found himself being called ,-epeatedly to stand up and Fead befoFe_ 
the Class. St,-ange,- still, he enjoyed doing it . That led him to 
announcing. Hugh rep,-esented Q.C. at cricket, football, athletics, 
and is an assistant scout maste,-. 

We manufacture Oxygen and Acetylene 

and carry stocks of Oxy-Acetylene and 
Arc-Welding Equipment. 
also suppliers ol :-
WELDING AND CUTTING TORCHES 
REGULATORS 

EILEEN POORAN: Leaving Bishop's High School, Eileen ffrst 
took up aFt, gFavitated to nursing. then moved on to a London 
Office. Asked which of these caFeeFs she Uked best, the many­
faceted Eileen Feplied: "Being a housewife". She is an active 
B.G. TheatJ'e Guild membe,-, specializing in costume and make-up. 

SPARE PARTS 

AND COMPLETE REPAIR 

SERVICE 

RODS AND FLUXES FOR ALL METALS 
CAKE AND HOSE 

FOR ALL EQUIPMENT 

SOLD 
ELECTRODES AND ELECTRODE HOLDERS 

DEMERARA OXYGEN CO. LTD. ECCLES, E B. 

PHONE 1121 

Branch Store at J. P. SANTOS. Water Street and Agents: R. W. BARRY. 
New Amaterdam,C.D.PERSAUD,Bartica, LALLBAHADUR SINGH, Mahaica,E.C.D. 
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A 
leader 

• ID 

every 
• price 

class 

•• WOLSELEY ~een~f 

-
-- ~-:::=-°=:~~J= . - - - . - :-:--
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~~-:~~ 
~~ • •• ' \· 

~ 

•• 
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• BOOKERS GARAGE 
BOOKERS STORES LTD. 
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TRAININ 

Tn addition to the contribution the Sugar Industry of British Guiana 

mz.kes towards the economic welfare of I.he country. the Industry takes 

pride in the many facilities it provides for the training o~ its workers. 

Apprentice Training Schools; Training Within Industry Courses: Sugar 

Boiler Apprentice Scheme Scholarship an:f Cadet Courses and Adult 

Education in general. 

All this is provided m order to assist Guianese to quaJify for 

position of responsibility within the Sugar lnd~stry. 
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for 

RESPONSIBILITY 
The policy is that there should be no 

discrimination of any sort or descrip­

tion whatever against a good man merely 

because he is coloured. 

We should seek to 
provide a selection 
and training scheme. 
not solely for entrants 
into the firm, but also 
for those employees 
who have served us 
well for a number of 
years. They should be 
made to feel that we 
are just as keen for 
them to get to the top 
as they are themselves. 

R. R. Follett-Smith. 

As previously mentioned. we must do 

all in our power to show that we are not 

reluctant to assist the youth of the colony 

to fit themselves for the higher posts in 

commerce and Industry-in fact. that 

we are only too ready to assist in thaL 

Sir Frederick Seaford. 

BRITISH GUIANA SUGAR PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION 
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WIN $500.00 
Guaranteed Prize Money for Correct Solution 01 

TIMES CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
CONDITIONS O.F ENTRY 

(I) Every entry mu"t be accompanied by a crouwonl coupon 

f .. en from TIMES of GUIANA PICTORIAL 1958, On no 

account enclose any money i,r stamps what-vor. 

(2) Name and address must be plalnly written on every entry. 

(3) Entries could be posted to or dropped in crossword boa at 

CLUES 

ACROSS 
I. This magazine the Guiana. 

Times"-· ·is the besl produced 
2 3 4 5 u A 

m Rrilish Guiana(Two words) 
10. A plant, the flowers of which 10 

arc often fragrant 
11. Ravers do this 
12. The hole in a mould through 

which metal is poured in casting 
13. To hinder 
15. To riddle 
17. Revised Version (abbreviated) 
18. Do· }OU know that "Quercia" 

is a complaint prekrrcll in 
a Courr! 

22. The name of any person 
thing 

24. Like a lore or anchor rinl! 
26. To experience extreme hunger 
28. Past tense of make 
!9. One who ties 
30. To sneer at 33 

31. Pertaining to penitence 
33. Rant. (jumbled) 35 
34. Acl of selling • 
35. Dental Surgery (abbr.) 
36. To strike 
37. In rhat manner 

GUIANA TIMES OFFICE 45 Robb St. Lacvtown. 

(4) Entries for this Competition will close January 31, 1959 and 

results publlshcd one week later. 

(5) Eve,y conect entry will shaNJ the prize money, 

(6) The edltOf''• clecl1lon -,,t be t .. en .. final. 

ClUES 

. DOWN 
I. Opposite of come 

7 BE 9 2. To press earnestly 
3. This is something cold 
4. An exclamation 
5. Potassium nitrate 
6. Anger 
7. ·Soles of shoes are clcantd on 

this 
8 . At all times . 
9. You- get up-lo-date "service" 

when you buy the ''Guiana 
Times' magazine 

13. Not Shallow 
14. Places where animals can be 

found 
16. Gaelic. spoken in the Scottish 

Highlands 
IR. Odd 
19. To loosen the rein ot 
20. Boundaries 
21. Arahs can be found here 

L 23. Aquatic mammals 
25. lmagin.1ry ~tandards 
27. R.T (ac1uall 
30. 'l'.'.J~ed :it times as an ahbreviation 

for Junior 
31. Anything stuffed with a soft matc:rial 
32. The l.ion 

Every entry must he accompanied by this coupon. 

funa X t.)rul, Couph 
NAME .. ... ..... .. -- ___________________ _ 

Address .... :.: ........ ---- __ . ________ .. __ _ 

- ----- _ • ._ ____ _ 

Copies of TIMES O.F GUIANA are 
0'1tainable at Fogarty's, Argosy, Midget 
& Chronicle bookstores Georgetown, 

or ask your news agent to secure you 

.a copy. 

" 
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