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— OPEN LETTER TO PAN TRINBAGO —
ML iog D

_PAN TRINBAGO and associate sponsors — the Royal Bank of Trinidad and Tobago and Kirpalani
Limited — must be congratulated on the very impressive and successful staging of Pan Festival ‘86 (Pan
Is Beautiful 1V) which again displayed pan-musicianship at its very best.

Regrwauv,awdrswsewasmwmwimmMBMMnmndmisfadim
among steelbandsmen over the administration of Pan Trinbago.

nurrberofvitalMMMareofserimsmmbsieabarﬂsinpaﬁiwwmmmtingeneral.

FIRSTLY, there are more than one hundred (100) conventional steelbands registered with Pan Trinbago
ihatareconsiammiciparﬂshmemICamivalPana'anﬁ.m.iorexample.lasthmm(d))
steelbands participated in Pan Festival '86?

SECONDLY, among the ‘Pan Around Neck’ steelbands, out of more than twenty (20) registered, only three
(3) took part in the Festival. Why? =

THIRDLY, Is Pan Trinbago fully satisfied that the Test Piece selected for Pan Festival 86 was in
accord with the wishes and concurrence of the maiority of the registered steelbands?

AndFOURTHLY,DHallmmMmmmummlmmHHMnmkmm
in accordance with regulations governing the Tune of Choice?

ngeammlymdwemmvmmmimdimwmmmm
mdmmimmic.mmmmmﬂmdemTrimtmm
ofpanisad\ipammdifferammmstedbammmaimmm. :

Perhapsitmavbepeﬁinerﬂodrawaﬂuﬂimtommmm-ﬁddwmPanFesﬁvaIl'llheldinlm.Asme
spmsoraMPuﬂdeaﬁasOfﬁoerdastedbuﬂleﬁrsﬂuﬂhhmaﬂbndmmam

|nﬂ\ePanArou'dNed(Ca‘lega’vinlmPanFesﬂval.TCLSkifﬂeBszmtte]marﬂlMPan
Festival CmmammmIEammumTﬂWMMTCL&m
BunchdidnMsubmﬁﬁemusicmMMerTm¢Chdoe’Damedﬂthmmme
wimﬂxesﬁmlatedmulaﬁomammerefmmmbedismaﬁﬁed.Thepvvlatienerwheatedwim
utier contermpt by Pan Trinbago, Not even an acknowledgement.

Itismwnmobvmmanbemﬁatﬂ'erewasmmkmmmmm'Danedﬂe
Dwens"inlmasmeponularlocalarra'agerLen"Bongsie"Sharpesaidrecemivinﬂ\emediamaimse
n PanGmovewashaving'ﬁmialdifﬁmltvinmmmrmemwicmmumesaidmwhichw
wished fo play in Pan Festival "86.

Certainly, had the said music score sheet ‘Dance of the Douens’ been available fo TCL Skiffle Bunch in
1984 Phase 11 PanGmwewwldhavehadlmleormdifﬁqmvinobtainingmeh.lneinwm.

Oneisleﬂtoﬂneimcapableomdmmafsmﬁhimwasamisinl984andPanTrirbago‘ssilenoe
on the subiect is most pronounced.

Anothermos‘tamazingfactorinmelmPanFinalwasmefadihatTCLSkiﬂleBmchsooredm
poimstoﬂ-uei-loykmia'nsmommepreliminariaBMinﬂeﬂnaisTCLSkifﬂeBmchaeriumeda‘miracle’
amgammamldmwms(mmmammﬂwdwm"mmm
ﬂevseqredinﬂemelimmarhs)m&featmekluwmlansﬂnalmmdmdm.Na'lu'atly,merewasan
uproararrmpansmenandpanloversﬂwewasufterdisbeliefmatastee!bmd,plavingmesampleoe
(without submitting a music score sheet) in the same competition within a few days would more than
double its preliminary points.

Ofmrse, e:rﬂ\e Hoytonians sought, and rightly s0; an explanation, but to no avail. Pan Trinbago, as usual,
remai silent.

The obvious conclusion, Pan Trinbago’s favouritism of one steelband and the victimisation of another.
Where is the fairplay by the national steelband representative organisation Pan Trinbago?

Of significance that very year (1980) during the Panorama finals, Pan Trinbago was contemptuous of ifs
ownrulestﬂwesaidTCLSklfﬂeBmﬂ\waspennmedmplavafmeendofmewmeﬁﬁmandmtin
acardamewi‘fhmenumberwigimllvdrawnOfwseﬁmweremmeﬁsmmedhersieelbards
including Hoytonians. Believe it, Pan Trinbago remained silent. Strange when President Arnim Smith
seems fo be so vocal!

ThecallgoesomtoPanTrirbamlbclearﬂwairmiheisamralsedhﬂ%mamsomatﬂ'e
dissatisfaction expressed by steelbands regarding the overall administration of Pan Trinbago and the
accusations of favouritism efc. may be clarified or appeased.

Nomuderﬂeserimstakdﬂebrmaﬁmdamwhﬂvdarwaﬁc«gamsafbnhmﬂ
steelbandsmen in the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago now fills the air. Only Pan Trinbago could avoid this
through proper communication and explanations among its members. j

JOHN K. HOYTE




