ANTRORUCTION

In the world today the poultry industry, because of the development of modern
technology, is able to make 2 large contribution towards the world's supply of
animal pmteins{:}‘. which are often short in the diet of many people. One of the
reasons for this is that domestic fowls are adaptable to most climatic conditions,
/lso a high level of production can be obtained by good management practices,

In rnodem‘eon;orehl systems of poultry keeping, developed mainly in the
United 3tatu;::;‘ .“;reat Sritein, the impetus was provided by various factors such
as labour shortage and cost, capital availabllity and profit motivation, an in-
creasing demand for poultry products, cheap feed, and an increase in techniceal
knowledge. These practices have in the last two to three decades spread into the
Tropics, and helped to bring about an increase in eqg production thered As indicated

by the figures for Latin America in Table 1.

IAGLE 1+ Ega Preduction in Various Parts of the iorld,
from 1934 to 1962.
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In 'tho tropics, as well as in temperate coeuntries, poultry management aims at
controlling three major factors, all of which ars interrelated, Thess are climate,
nutrition and disease, One of the aims of this survey was to show how these problems
wore belng tackled in Trintdad,

One of the advantages of intensive poultry production, over most other systems
of animal protein production, is that it has a very low land requi rement per ton

of product per annum, Wontmhonmhmmodmtm!n areas where
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land is a limiting factor in agricultural production; especially as the land
used need not be fertile. Also such systems produce valuable manure that can
be used to raise the fertility of the surrounding land.

The size of poultry units can easily be adjusted to suit the economic
requirements of any given situation. Because of the small unit size of a fowl
and its low individual cost, it is an attractive economic form of increasing
the volume of animal production especially in areas of pessant arable farming.
Sultable feeding stuffs for poultry are also already grown for human consumption
in these areas. Bacause intensively kept fowls requirerhigh quality vesjetazble
and animal protein, they compete with humans for the available sources of these

sproteins. In many parts of the tropics hunanhare proteln deficient, so that
there 1s not \nable)to be much available for poultry. Only in areas where the
general standard of living is high, such as in Trinidad, will there be a demand
for eqgs and meat large enough to make intensive producticn worthwhile. Another
aim of th’g survey was to investigate f'intc;; the sources of poultry feed in Trinidad.
:.(me of the main alms of this survey was to study the methods of manage-
ment practised in Trinidad,, for egg production by domestic fowls and tc compare
and contrast them as far as possible. There are one or two comparable studies
that have been done in the past;, and these were reviewe! with other available
1iteratures to show the changes that have occurred in the last decades.

The first part of this report i1s a discussion of fhe general aspects
of management practices in Trinidad. This is based on the results of ruestion-
naires fllled out during interviews with producers.

In the second part of this report the results of analysis o/ production
records of some of the commercial flocks on the island are discussed. The aim
was to examine some of the efficiency factors of production and to compere them.
The work on this section was hampered by the poor records kept by most of the
producers.,

Cne of the major problems of poultry hushandry is feeding stuffs and
their nutritional value. 5o & third section, consisting of a more detalled
discussion on the available feeds was included. |
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