B CAMPUS NEWS

OVER THE CROSSBAR
Rugby a game for everyone

BY L

Thtlﬂ?]'ﬂ-#? Chalb ks e ol the ebders of the st chuba
at the Unilveraity, and this year, the Clab colobrabes 90 years
IR e M IMEepHRm.

B is a sport thal is almes 200 years old, and all, &
ks imanod feelimp. Soime poophe think i as an inbemcly
Bratal -iph'rl...\-'l.'.:u Themett, a seasoned member of the T
Rughy team, insius that there are miles 1o managpe this

“lis rughy, wadety, .. and overly vielonl tackles are deal
wilh very serioeisly by refemee,” dhe sy,

Althenagh people are sceptical sbout their sultalsdity o
the games bovighness, Marfa sy that once they anderifansd
i, theey remdine thal in rug‘l'rq-.rl'wrr nme proiitions for everyomne.

T ks il mecwmsarnily @ mabier of beung Vhe bigpest and
szl There arc some positions Ul reguine fasbor, mons
apile. prrsoms. You need bo andersiand and respect the level
of indensity that nighy is played with. However she adds,
“one you learn the skifls properly, vou protect yomrself and
are leas likely Ll.I-FI.JHp.IlﬂL..I.I bl iy spast.”

Maria, who is a natlonal female rupby player and
Honarary Secectary of ihe Trinldad snd Tobago Raghy
Fooiball Unéon [TTEFU), spent pears playing mimernoss
sports @ the Unlversity of Western Untario in Canada,
while studying for her lher_:i:e in Apthrospology with @
Specialoation in Soeciooultural Studies. She reminksoed
happily aboul her initkal training deys with the [THT
Rughy Cluly during the vacation perbod anti sbe bocams a
permanent momber lolbrwing her migration to Trinidad
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Her passbon for rughy can be seen in her valuntecr
wark as a coach in several developmental camps throughom
the commiry, an well as in her contribuilons towardy
the developrsent ol the spori al ‘The IWT) Lasi yeae, &
Memorandum of Aprecment (MOA) waa dgned bebween
the TTRFL! s The LTI She sabd the MOA will prondde
rwew apportenitics o the game to be playe] within the
Univenilty, amd sirergthem ithe sipport lroin the TTRFL
In the assistance of |.1|I||.':|||I.|1F_, and rll.n-ﬂ amd ::n:l;uhmp_
developmenl. The sgreement alsr gives The [T an
aoppartunity o play againit internalbonal eame, wlich
ensarcn that WY players are gramied the highest bevel of
cllpasuie.

U Movermher 18 and 19, 2017, the woond anmual
Professor Clement Sandoal l"h.'l.lh'nﬁr Th Tn;\-phg l.'ﬂl'T"ﬂ'l:i.lllﬂ
takies place. {18 wan nemed after the former Frisipal of the
EWT . Augestine Campas. )

Maria hopes that the Campus community and the
pudstic wall lse antracied 1o the spori o experience what she
nas Libelled g4 “one Irl'!:_ farmily, i1l5]1!.|};hlirlr_ Ehae bevels o
sporiemanaduip beyond the playing Held, She remembered
thee eneramenits the W Roghy famaly helped her pet throagh
tizes of hardilvips and says thal “Beyond ine coming to
i ki g il ganmes Uhery really looked ol for rie. even ihos
whio are sol imvalved in T Hu#ﬁ amy Ae still hu]:'-nn
cyeaut for me”

Maria started playing mghy when dhe was 18 She
ivercane @ cander-thicalonbng knee njury thal ook ket
ol alf e panss for Uhree pears and wend on ta play lor the
natkanal leam,

She hopes (o recruit many stubenita for the YT Rughs
twskmn this year and HFges peisons foge i

“There will abwsays be obatscle both in life in sport bu
jusd giee i pour best shai,”

New Director
of Sport

(ilrmnpsaes Cormew Joibonm s ihe mrs Mirevise ol Spert
ol Al T iiggined oo 1 e, PV Al LA W CRARE

Jamaican (Mymplan Grace fackson has been
i:p;mlnlrd Director of ‘-'upu.u'l: st The ETWT S
Augrsatine Campas effective Saplember M, 2007

A gelebrated brack and Meld ahlete, Ms,
Jackson won sibeer in the 300m o the 1988 Seoal
Cllyrmpics Gianes anvd competed im the |98, 1984
andd 1992 Olhympic Gamees. She also won gokd in
the dadi0m relay ad the 1989 Warld Games.

She was famaicas Sportiwmeman of ihe Year
in 1984 ancl 198K [n 1969 she wns awanded the
Onder of Distlsction (D) by the Govermment
ol Jamaken

M lacksn was formerdy al The LTV Ao
where she held the position of Sports Devel opment
MHrsctonr from 1000 Before this she seved aa
Student Services and Developman blanager,
Sparts from 1998 10 2009 abso at the Mona
Campui. She gradussed with a 4 in Accounting
Froen Alabama, .’n.Er'iu:ll.Illqu.'I and Mechamical
Univerulty ln 1982 and then completed a MA in
Computer Schemce ol Queens College in 1947, In
HET, she prasluated from the Linited Stases Sparts
Acalermy, Mobile Alabama with a Master of Sports
Schene whal Sports Mansgemies

I am no stianger 1o The T and when |
consider advancements # the instifuton ke the
wileblishmeri ol the Hn-:'uh'r of Hg'l'rrl lam ['Ill.'l“’d
with the high priorily we are placing on the
discipline. It's & good time (o lake up a leadership
Iy m:hi—ng n -l;nillr.l.-nl cominbution. she mid,
commeniing om ber new appeiniment

M Jacksomn has boen o regular commeiiaton
and analysl on (elevishon s radeo dnce 1992
arnd hax actied os lewd Jn1|'!.1! om abhletics al the
CHyrapic level for ESPN Carilbean

Sha Tallorws. Makor Dnid Benjamsin who was
sppoiniod Director of Spoct i 2004 anad demittod
officr carlier this year




