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They can

copy the art
hut not the

spirit-Pm

PRIME MINISTER, Dr. Eric Williams, yesterday advised
panmen not to worry if foreigners copied their art forms.

He said that outsiderswill copy the calypsoand carnival
bat they still could not display the spiritexpressed by Tri-
nidadians and Tobagonians in what belonged to them.

Dr. Williams who was winding up the opening day of the
National Consultation on the steelband in his capacily as
chairman, declared that there were many complaints made
about the copying of the country’s calypso and pan music.

“Carnival is copied, calypso is copied. They may copy
them. But one thing they can't copy is the spiritof the
persons beating the steelband in Trinidad and Tobago™ he
said, bringing loud cheers from the audience.

“‘Copying was part of the world today’, Dr. Williams
added. “Some countries lived on copying. The factthat you
are being copied ought to be some pride for Trinidad and
Tobago rather than apprehension’.

He added that in spite of the copying of steelband music,
+1 think Trinidad and Tobago’s supremacy inthe steelband

will last for many a year....'

Positive programme

Dr. Williams had touched on the conflictbetweenan es-
tablished steelband and those which newly arrived on the
scene.,

“‘We don’t want to prevent the emergence of new steel-
bands; after all, every day youhave the emergence of new
churches, new trade unions and even new political parties
.vaey”’ Dr, Williams said bringing laughter among partici-
pants, ‘ so why not new steelbands?’”

In opening the Consultation yesterday morning, Dr, Wil-
liams stressed that what came outof it would be carefully
studied before a positive programme wasputuptothe
Cabinet for approval and implementation.

“That necessarily takes a little time, If it’s an impor-
tant conference, it takes more time.

“1f we did it in 24 hours, you would say we are
not serious people at all. So we encourage you to partici-
pate, to try to keep within the scope of the agenda....,
he said.

THE EXPRESS TAKES YOU TO THE STEELBAND CONSULTATION AT CHAGUARAMAS

o BODIESSET UP TO DEAL

3y STEPHEN MOt ANMMED
LABOUR REPCRTER

TWO committees were appointed at

the National Consultation ontheSteel-
band which opened at Chaguaramas

yesterday morning

one to examine

the question of employmentoppor-
tunities and the other to arrive at

meneo

proposals for training of steelbands-

The committee deahngmthtrammg
which was set up under the chair-
manship of the Minister of Education
and Culture, CarltonGomes hadcom-
pleted its findings shortly before the
end of yesterday’s session.

It’s report

will .be cir-
culated at . the
conference to-
day.

Minister of Labour,
Errol Mahabir, heads

the other committee which
also has to submit its
report this morning. This

committee was still
working.
Relevant
The two bodies were

appointed following the
first phase of discussion

on relevant issues by re-

presentatives of the steel-
ba nds, government
ministers and  other

interested sections of the

community .
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Both committees com-
prised members of the

tourist board, the business

"sector, the National Cul-
tural Council and govern-

ment.

Among the many
speakers yesterday, Mur.
Roy Augustus, president
of Pan Trinbago, declared
that were it not for the
steelbands the history of
Trinidad and Tobago would
probably have beenwritten
‘in the blood of our
brothers.’

WITH 5OB

BOTH REPORTS TO BE SUBMITTED AT TODAY'S SITTING

“The stieelband move-
ment has assisted greatly
in the peaceful progress
of the underprivileged in
Trinidad and Tobago.”
he said.

Mr. Augustus noted that
it must be driven from
the minds of the ignorant,

‘“that a steelband is a
distracting group of in-
disciplined individuals.
“A direct effect of our
successful grouping and
resulting discipline,’’ Mr.
Augustus said, ‘“was that
the vyounger members
of our community are
making prpper. construc-

tive and productive use of
their spare time, there-
by ensuring that the devil
has fewer idle hands
for which to find work.”

Mr Augustus lamented
the fact the the steel-
bandsman W a s re-
cognised only for his
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And he wondered why was
it panmen were utilised
mainly as gang leaders

on crash programme pro-
jects,

He declared that even
government showeda lack
of confidence in panmen
and this was reflected
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distribution of national
awards.,.’”” he added.

Mr. Augustus asked
why, in 1973, the music
syllabus in schools did
not cater for the history

- of steelband music and

the art of “‘panology’’.
Several speakers, in-

A sweeping view of the delegates who attended vesterday’s consultation.

contribution to an in-
digenous art form, *“His
music is appreciated but
the man himself is still
an outcast,’” hedeclared.

Mr. Augustus said that
administrative job oppor -
tunities and executive
positions were not opened
up to steelband leaders.

l

in the marked absence
of representatives of
steelbandsmen on gov-
ernment - appointed
boards, committees and
task forces.

“There is not even a
panman’'s v o i ¢ e in
Parliament and we see
discrimination even in the

cluding the represen-
tative f r o m the
Beachcombers Steelband
from lIcacos, urged
goernment to provide
them with lands for pan-
yards. '

Shortly before t h e
session ended, Dr.
Williams announced that

a list would be made
of the steelbands which
needed panyards before
follow-up action could be
taken in this respect.
But he stressed that
contrary to what many
people believed, govern-
ment did not own much

land in built-up. urban
areas,

The Prime Minister
also disclosed that his
Permanent Secretary has
been directed to prepare
a draft programme {for
courses ‘' in business
management for steel-
bandsmen,

A NATIONAL body for steelbands has been sug-~

gested as a cure for the ills of the *ssuffering

and frustrations of steelbands and steelbands -
men??,

An a paper entitied, **Suggestions for the For-
mulation and Implementation of a National Body
for Steelbandsmen of Trinidad and Tobago??, the
WASA Silveriones Steelband made this recom-
mendation at the National Consultationat Cha-
gudaramas yesterday,

It was recommendced that the National Body
for Steelbands should comprise a National Exe-
cutive Counceil, to include representatives of
Government, Business, the Carnival Develop -
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N ational body is the answer, says band

ment Committee, the National C ultural Couneil,
the Tourist erd and the Faculty of Engmeer-
ing at UUWT,

[t should also have represemtativesof t h e
professions of law, music, engineering and me -
tallurgy, representatives of the Mass Media:
tuners; arrangers, inventors dndlechmcnam in
the utet-lband t.rafl

It was suggested there shoud be four zones,
North, South, East and West and Tobago, to be
contr ulled bx Zone Executive Committees.

The paper pointed out that sach a structure
would, among other things, achieve standard -

1satmn of Ppractices and performance within 1.he
art-form for the ‘\Idtmnal bt‘nt‘flt
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RUDOLPH CHARLES, leader of WITCO Gay Desperadoes, tclis Attorney

General Karl Hudson-Phillips and L.abour Minister Errol Mahabn, duting a _
coffee break, about the impounding of 90 of his band's pans by a |
British freight firm in London. l
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and Peter Aleong, fublic Relations Officer.

U
THREE of Pan Trinbago representatives at the conference. From left: Roy Augustus, Presiaent; Damian Holder, Secreta v



