Abstract

The cxperiment was conducled 10 evaluate the efficacy of threw nun-iraditional herbicides
itt weed comtrol and o determine what effect the chemicels would have on the sprouting
of the seeds of selecled crops. [o the experiment, the maein plot, 3m x Sm, consisted of
three individual subplots measuring Im x Tm each. The chemicals, bleach (WNaiX(l),
Deitol antiseptic and leyes fluid were used. They were appiied at three rales:- 201 ai‘ha,
01 2i/ha and 801 aifha in the thres separate sub plots, The different rates of the chemicals
were applied 1o the three plots on the same day, Phkd one was planted out with ten seeds
of comn and ten seeds of cowpea immediately after the treatments were applied.  Plot 2
wha planted out ton days-after the treatment was applied and plot 3 was planted out 21
days alier treatment. AL the plots were planted out with the same amount of com and
cowped seeds.  There was a water contral plot which wes wsed 20 that the true
cffectiveness of the chemicals coul@ have been ohserved because all the resulis gathered
with the chemicals were compared to that of the water control. Weed counts were taken
from within a randomly placed 0.25 metre* quadrat at 21 and 3] days aller the treatment
was appiied. Sprowted sceds of the planted crops were counted, starting three days after
each planting. At the highest rmies of cach chemical treatment, the most amount of weed
contral was observed, bud v loawest getmination e was aise seen. Quile interestingly,
Deettol antiseptic continued to be effective after 21 days, this was unlike the other two

chemicals. Dettol showed selectivily o cerlain weed species.




