Abstract

The purpose of this study is to draw attention to Eric
Roach's unique contribution to West Indian literature and to
establish his credentials as a master craftsman whose poetry
drew on the traditions of English literature to which he was
educated, as well as those of the folk origins, that had their
beginnings in Africa, to which he was born. Tt 1s +the con-
tention here that Roach's capabilities as an artist have been
inadequately assessed and that false conclusions have been
assumed about the quality of his work and his validity as a
West Indian poet.

In order to place Roach in a new perspective it was necess-
ary to trace the development of West Indian poetry, and to fit
Roach into this context and to document details of his early
life, environment and education instrumental to his development
as a West Indian poet, chronicling later events also influential
to his work. The definition of Roach's perception of poetry,
his emphatic statements on thF subject and the main issues,
arguments and conclusiéns arising out of the literary debate
provoked by his stand are crucial to understanding how critics
arrived at their evaluation of Roach's poetic scope. Evidence
found through a close examination of his development of thought
and form indicates a unity of theme and form where a detailed
analysis of form revealls constant innovation and experimentation
by a conscious craftsman who deliberately combined elements of
traditional English language verse with those of oral folk
traditions.

Contrary to critieal opinion, therefore, this‘evidence re-—
futes false allegations of limitation in vision and scope in this

artist and is intended to enhance Eric Roach's stature as a



vi

caribbean poet who accepted the multiple heritages of his

islands and strove to achieve a crafted syncretism of these

in his art.



