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Good evening: Thne liivtle I'lare-up in Lne LoobDy oI tne House
of Representatives on Tuesday afternoon when the Minister orl
Communications and Works, Mr, Coombs, and Sir Alexander Bustamante,
the Leader of the Opposition, got very close to a {ight with 1ists
and iurniture, was not the sort oi conduct to makel the voters or
Jamaica proud of their Parliament and their &L'epresentatives, It
was the sort of thing we would expect to sée _l1lh a rumshop brawl
or a street corner argument, out/iniziuly 0ot otne sort o1l thing
wWe would expect or want to see 1in tne, House where our elected
representatives look after the affairs ol tne country.

Now, I 1teel strongly_aboutwtnis because pariiament is the
cornerstone of our aemocratic society. Inrough parlilament is
established the rule-efilaw instead ol tne rule oi powerful
sectional interests, Anu wihere you have a strong, nealthy anu
respected parlliadment, there you have a strong and heaithy democracy
in waolicn tile ®ignts ana ireeaom of the indiviaual citizen are
respected \and protected., But where you have a weak parliament or
a pagliament whicn tie citizens do not respect, there the rule of
law is weak anu pressures can be used Lo serve sectional interests;
and this, in turn, leads 10 a weakening oi daemocracy itself, So,

11 any meumoer, from any section of tne House, behaves in such a
way as Lo make us lose ovur respect for parliament or Ifor those who
represent us in parliament, tnat Member is not helping our growing
democracy.

lnen tnere 1s anotner thing: the members oi our House of

Representauvives sxpect us, tne ordinary citizens, to show respect
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10 thnem d to parliament, The€y get very ugget and angry if

radio or tne press report what goes on in tne House in a way iloat
aoes not seem repectiul, 1 tuink tney are rignt 1o be jealous

Ol the good reputation oI the House: 1t is our most important
e

But you cannot command respect like you can command g—stoss

public autnority.

si—weeer from someone working for you. You ®arn respcet oy ine
way you conduct yourseli in puodiic, 1nis, 1 think, ssome of our
law-makers suvilil nave to liearn, we, tne public,»will respect
them according to nhow they respect themseives, Aua Ior tne good
01 tne country it is important that fney snould conduct themselves
in suca a manner that we can give them»the nighest degree oIl
respect possible,

But tnere is one thing I sgould like to make quite ciear,
i am not saying tnat argumént and debate should not be stromg ana
vigorous in tne House€., .indeeu, 1 snould like to see much more
vigour and muchemore toughnese from the Opposition., 1 sanould like
L0 see unew vryang to make things as difricult ana uncomfortable
for the Government as possible, ihe pbusiness of a good opposition
is to«oppose and to make things as diifficult as possible, lails
i1s4poin good for tne Government and good for the country. .1 tanink,
ior instance, wnat tne Uppesition was right to insist that the
agricultural vote bec questionea scarcningly during tne Finance
Commitiee discussion, But ail this can be done witnoﬁﬂany brawling
and violence, Ul course, ucmpers will flare up at times; bpbut
neated words are ane thing and brawlis another., Tne aignity of

pariiament demands uinicvy from its members,,.Goodnight,

/
/
§
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Good evening: 1 nave Just been iooking at tne iYyby Annual
Report or tne Jamaica Telepunone Company. Tnis shows that tnere
were 55,509 tUtelepnones in use in Jamaica last year, It also shows
that the Company employed oYo men and women regulariy and about
244 casual laoourers,

The statement by the Chairman makes, for tne Company's snare-
noluers, very cheerful reading. Thirty Yyears,ago the Company's
urdinary C8apisdli stood at ¥2(,o00V; Jioday it is over &2 million,
and more capital 1s being raisedlilds year, Lnirty years ago tne
value oi the Company was ®oz,uuyU § today 1t is nearly &4 miliion;
tiere were onliy 2,vuvuv telepnones’ in service then as against the
present 53,505.

in iyoy tne Company made a net proiit of ¥z2si,054 and the
sharenvliaers wilkl getv /a tota. ol yh interest on toelir investment -
ithe same as they gOl AAXXXYXEX 1n iyo0. ©So, irom tne investor's
point oi view the Telephone Company is a good thing. DBut now uoes
it stand\from the point ol view oi the ordinary citizen?

Wedi, 11 gives direct employment To uver i,uuu people every
year; 1t pays income taxXx ana so contrioutes to the revenue of
the country and 1t gives us a much needed service without which
a large number of us cannot do i1 we are to conduct our businesses
elffectively and weli,

But let us rTace 1u, iew public services in Jamaica have been
as pilterly criticised as tne Telephone Company, this was especiai.
the case about a year ago, Many telepnoune users then made the

charge that they were being asked to pay high prices for a poor
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quality service and there was a strong campaign agalinst the
introduction of the metered service.

Now there 1s one thing I can tell you definitely: telephone
charges in Jamaica are not higher than telephone charges in England
or the United States., But the services in these two countries are
more efficient, and so subscribers do not mind paying for the
services they get. I think the Jamaica Telephone Company has
come to realise that the real objection is not, ses/mueh against the
costs as against the casual and slipshod tréatment so many
subscribers have to put up with, Some of“their Operator, especially
in the country Exchanges, though Kingeton Ytself ies not blameless,
are sometimes almost impossible, #any, &f these young women seem
to think the subscriber 1is there for'their convenience, Until the

Telephone Company teaches them that courtesy does pay, it will

PN : =
continue to enjoy &wne%awhoily deserved unpopularity; } -/
N
And now a brief %erd about high fruit and vegetable prices,

he
I agree completely'with Mr, Allan Isaacs when/said 1last week that

it was fantastle,for a Kingston housewife to have to pay as much
as a shilling for a pound of yam. It is unreasonable for the house
wife te havelto pay twe shillings for a dozen oranges or one and
sixypente for a dozen bananas, These are not imported things. We
grow them right here in Jamalca. I think that if the housewives
agree among themselves to refuse to pay these high prices, costs
are bound to come down, So there it 1s, ladies, it is within your
power to bring down prices by all of you firmly refusing to pay
unreasonable prices, Believe me, prices will come down if you

act firmly and together, The remedy is in your hands,...Gooanight.
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Good evening: I am sure most of you must have been as
surprised as I was by this morning'd news over this station that
Mr, Wills O, Isaacs, the Minister of Trade and Industey, had been
expelled from the P.N.P.'s East Central Kingstod Cénstituency
organisation, You will remember the news report,said that the
East Central Kingston Constituency Committee met yesterday and
voted to remove Mr, Isaacs., Now the feport also sald the vote
was unanimous, but this was not sirictly true. Nineteen members
of the Committee voted for the removedl of Mr, Isaacs but three
members of the Committee, Miss\Vi€eky Grant, Mr. Marcus Hamilton
and Mr, Ralph Brown made it ,c¢lear that they were taking no part
in the business, Mr, Hamilton was chosen to act as chairman mmkix

NaxxxuakxixxpehingdxaiixkRigxingtxukakxaegegsxikxkxneant
of the party orgamnisation in place of Mr, Wills Isaacs until such

time as the Natlonal Executive Committee of the party has decided
@B what should be done on thid affair, And, of course, the
National, Executive of the P.N.P, is meeting tonight so it looks

as though the matter will be thoroughly discussed at tonight's
meeting, If it is discussed tonight there will be one important
absentee from the meeting and that will be Mr, Isaacs himself: he
is at present in St, Josephs hospital undergoing an operation,
which I am glad to say is not serious, Of course, the party
Executive may decide not to deal with the matter until Mr, Isaacs
is able to be present to answer for himself, Knowing Mr. Manley's
scrupulousness about such things, I rather think the discussion
will be postponed until Mr, Isaacs can be present.

Now, what 1is behind all this? And what does it mean?



Mr, Isgacs was elected to be: the Chairman of the P.N.P.'s
East Central Kingston Constituency Committee at the annual conferent
last year. Since then relations between VMr, Isaacs and the rest
of the members of the Committee have not been too happy. Mr.
Isaacs is a strong and wilful type of man who likes to have things
done his way. The P,N.P., in spite of whatever faults /it might
have, is based on the principle of free democratic discusion and
collective decision., And as the party matdres its members will
more and more want to think for themselvesjinstead of having some
leader doing all the thinking for thems.Ihis, I think, is a very
healthy sign, Out of this has stémmed many of the internal differen:
between Mr, Isaacs and his Committee. For instance, it is known
that the Committee selected Mr, "Marcus Hamilton to stand in the
recent local elections against the strong opposition of Mr, Isaacs,
Indeed, the candidate Mr, Isaacs wanted was defeated by 43 votes
to three,

This of ceurse means that Mr, Isaacs 1s not as powerful within
his party Constituency organisation as many people have been led
to believe., It also means that party leaders cannot ride roughshod
over the rank-and-file members of the constituency organisations,
But it certainly does not mean that Mr, Isaacs is out of the P.N,P,
or even out of his office as chairman of the constituency committee
He was elected chairman by an annual conference and only an annual
conference or an emergency conference can remove him, So, in terms
of party rules the committee has acted wrongly, but in doing so
it has made a very strong demonstration in favour of democracy

within the party; and that is all to the good......Goodnight,
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Good evening: Apart from dealing with the racial killings
in South Africa I have, up to now, devoted most of my commentaries
to dealing with Jamaican or West Indian affairs. This is natural;
we are all naturally more interested in what is going”on here at
home or in the Federation, But I think we should, take a look at
the greater world from time to time becauseswhat\happens out there
in the greater world can have a very strong bBearing on the lives
of all of us., Just as no man can liye only for himself, so can
no corner of the world cut itselffoff Trom what goes on in the
rest of the world,

The exploding of atom or hydrogen bombs may seem very far
from us here in Jamaicas, BOtl are we likely to escape the effects
indefinitely? And if ‘there is another war in the world, have we
any reason to think that the horrors of that war would not touch
us? I don't think, so; I think that sooner or later we must become
involved in what goes on in the/gigz 3grld, and so it is important
for us, te ®ry and keep in touch with it.

Now, one of the most important things that is going on at
this moment is the great debate between Russia on the one hand
and the United States, Britalin and France on the other hand about
disarmament and the banning of atomic weapons, This debate has
been going on for years, and while it has been golng on both the
Russlans and the Western Powers have been making their armies
better and better and producing what they call 'more sophisticated'
weapons of destruction. It was only towards the end of last week

that the French exploded their second atom bomb because they too



want to become a member of what is known as The Atomic Club, Until
the French exploded their two bombs only Russlia, the United States
and Britain were members of this Club whose terrible weapons
could wipe all living things off the face of this earth in a matter
of hours,

Now we have the situation in which both sides gay they want
to disarm and ban all atomic weapons, But they cannot._agree on how
this should be done, For a long time their disagreement has centred
around the question of inspection., The Westy 1leéd by the United
States, £EXx wanted a carefully drawn-up agreement which would
allow United Nations inspection teams\@to go into any country to
make sure that/x;:xiixn not secretly meking atomic weapons, The
Russians, on the other hand, wanted an agreement to stop all atomic
tests first and only after“that to talk about inspection and
control, The West felt.that any agreement which did not guarantee
inspection and control would not be worth the paper it was written
on., But to prove\her“good faith the United States voluntarily
stopped hen bomb testing programme, Still the Russians would not
agree tohingpection and control.

Last week Mr, Mmillan saw President Eisenhower and between
them\they worked out a new plan which they hoped would break the
deadlock between East and West. The new plan proposes that Russia
and the West sign a treaty to permanently ban all big atomic tests.
It further proposes that East and West make a gentleman's agreement
not o meke any secret underground tests until they have worked
out an acceptable system of control and inspection, tne Iicrse
nussian reactions to tnlis proposad were nov as nostlile as to tine
egrrlier one anu something might yet come o1 it, But, you might ask

yourseli, why are they airaia ot inspection if they really mean
to disarm,....Goodnight,
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Gaod evening: I am very glad that the Britisn Guiana
Constitutional Conference nag workeu ouuv umuch as I preaicted it
would in my commentary of March 25rd., In August of next year
B.&.'s new constatution will come into efrect. Unger, it she will
enjoy full internal self-government with an elected/§;;:; House
and a MNominated Upper House much as our own, The B.G. delegation
asked for control of the police and internal security as soon as
the new constitutlion comes into effecty The Becretary of State
for the Colonies refused this, but promised to transfer responsibili
for these two matter to the elected representatives six months
later, if all went well,

A very interesting feature of the agreement has to do with
the Federation, The B.G. delegation had asked for independence
rather than self-government., The British Government had accepted
the principle of independence for B.G. provided that two years
after the General Electlon under the new constitution or after
the West Indies Federatlon had gained its independence, whichever
came first, both Houses passed a resolution asking for independence,
Rx@xxwanxdxxekxxky This, I think, means that the British Government
has pinned its hopes on B.B. joining the Federation, It also means,
I think, that the West Indies Federation will be an independent
nation within the Commonwealth before 1963 - if we do not wreck
it in the meantime., That is the only reasonable explanation for
the British Government's reply when the Guianese delegates asked
for immediate independence,

Now Dr., Cheddi Jagan has made quite a song and dance about

the Colonial Office 'wielding the big stick' and about RKrxmkex



Forbes Burnham having betrayed the independence movement, I think
Jagan was Just playing at popular politics, Jagan 1s a shrewd
politiclan and he had the voters at home in mind, He has a General
Election to fight next year and he knows that Burnham is going
to be his maln opponent, so 1t 1s a good 1dea to start discrediting
Burham right now,

Of course it would have been wonderful to go lomé with all
his demands met, but I don't think Jagan expeeted to get any more
than he got. And I think he 1s, privately, quite pleased with
the gains made at the London conferenee, And so, B.G. is well set
on the road to self-government andrultimate independence, either
inside the Federation - which is“hersbest bet - or on her own,

Another very important piece of news - from Central Africa

on ‘Saturday

this time - was the report/that Dr. Hastings Banda had been releasec
from detention to diseuss the constitution of Nyasaland with Mr,
McLeod, the Colomnial Secretary. Dr., Banda, some of you may remember,
is the leader of“the Nyaaaland African National Congress who was
detained in M;rch 1959 when there were widespread demonstrations
by the “Africans against the Central African Federation with its
South Africa-like colour bar policies. This I think means that
Britain has decided that she cannot go on supporting the white-
dominated Central African Federation against the wishes of the
Africans, It means that Nyasaland, which is predominantly African
will either leave the Federation, or else that the British Governmer
will exert pressure on the white rulers of the Federation to gilve
the Africans a greater share in the running of the area, I know
that Dr, Banda and his followers want.to take Nyasaland out of
the Federation. This is the most likely thing to happen, It is
part of that wind of change about which Mr, Mecmillan spoke when

he was in South Africa.,.....Goodnight,
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Good evening: You will remember thatZI discussed with you

the ending of the o0ld Farm Development Scheme, As you know, although
the o0ld Scheme came to an end on the last day of March, farmers
were given until the end of September to complete jects they
still had in hand; so that the new Farm Develop heme will
only start on October first of this year. IQ}M‘G some of the
main features of this new Scheme that I w talk this evening.

I don't know all the details of @ Scheme because they
have not yet all been worked out. @ er a long talk with Mr, Alle
Isaacs, the Parliamentary Secreta the Ministry of Agricultﬁre,

I have a pretty clear pictyre Me basic thinking behind the

Scheme that th t®*under the old. Well, they will still get some
assistance ‘}Nefe form of subsidies; but these will be for certain
basic ents only. If a farmer wants to build a water taék,
or so%1l conservation work, or build a road on his land, or put

up a farm buillding, he will still be able to apply for assistance,
Of course, he will have to satisfy his Extension Service Officers
that he 1s really carry on these basic developments.

As you know, under the old Scheme XEREYXXZX assisatnce was
g¥emn in a sort of general way without any specific tasks. You might
have a farmer saying that he needed £300 to grow cibbus, If he filled
in his forms properly and his lahd looked as though it could produce
citrus he generally got what he asked for,., Nobody found out &f the

man knew how to grow citrus in such a way as to get the best yield
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possible., The result of thie was that we often had expensive schemes
which gave very poor results, Well, under the new Scheme all this
will be changed. Assistance will be tied to specific projects,

The farmer who wants to borrow &£300 to grow citrus will have to know
how to grow citrus. If he does not know then a condition of his
getting the loan might well be that he should be t ow to

grow citrus., This will make sure that both the<<\bee and the countrj

get the best returns possible for the money s®ed, This will
be the basic pattern right through the ne Development Scheme;
and the most important projects on w ernment will concentrate

will be sugar, bananas, citrus, c@ d cocoa, cattle, milk,
)

pigs, poultry, fish and garden ve es,
Another important thing 22§\t’£he new Scheme is that the

Extension Service Office 11 no longer deal with the money side
of the Scheme., The G they had to do, the keeping of accounts
and all the othengl things, took so much of thelr time that the;
had little tim t* to 2o out into the field with the farmers. Unde:
the new Sc \the Loan Board will take care of the book work and
they w ree for the important job of helping the farmer grow
his grops. |

And the thing that cheer#d me up very much was when Allan
Isaacs sald he knew that some Extension Service Officers were not
doing their jobs as well as they could, He sald that under the new
Scheme the Ministry will set up a training unit to see that these
officers are properly trained for the job., He said there would be
fellowshipe and scholarships for training abroad so that the new
Schene will have the best techniques in the battle for agricultura
prosperity in Jamaica. To me the new Scheme sounds exciting and
challenging.....Tomorrow I want to talk about civil servants going

'home' to England. Till then, goodnight.
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Good evening: What I am going to say this evening is not

going to make me at all popular with a large number of people, so

enough for me to risk the unpopularity that come 0

I wish I d4id not have to say it. But I think it is portant
ngyone who

attacks the privileges a relatively few poeple\ at the expense

of the vast majority of their countrymen., 1lking of the
strange case in which we see and hear of r Jamailcan civil
servants going on what is known as ' ave' to England at the

expense of the Jamaican taxpayer ’@. this business of going 'home'
would be bad enough if the ciﬂ*i;;?bvant went alone, but he does not
he takes his wife and wha thle number of children he might

t‘;gr
have - and we , the poor ayers, pay their first-class passage
coming and going. Q

Now this sy gan in the old Colonial days when our civil
service was a ial Civil Service and only men from Britain held

admini ti
high/posidi in the c¢ivil service. To these Colonial Civil
Serva hose employers were the Colonial Office =mm# in London
andéhe taxpayer in Jamaica, this island was just a tour of
duty., They had no roots here; this was not home to them. And so,
after serving a certain period, they got 'home leave'., And they
got First-class passages home because England was genuinely home to
them, and when their leave was up they got first-class passages
back to their place of duty. 3

But the civil servants who worked at 'home' in England among
their own people and in their own country, were a different kettle

of fish zkkmkker altogether. They did not get 'home leave' which

gave them and their families a free first-class trip to Jamaica or
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Trinidad or anywhere else. They were stuck at 'home' unless they
put their hands into their own pockets and paild for their own trips.
The result was, and still is, that when these English 'home' civil
servants get thelr leave they travel by third-class to the Englicsh
seaside like millions of thelr fellow countrymen who are not civil
servants; thies happens among even the very senior o em, They
did not, and still do not, have any privileges ¥ denied to
the other citizens of England who are not ci \ ants, This is
part of what makes EBritish democracy at homeNgucll a by-word »
throughout the world, v
logically then, when the Colo Qﬁtem here gave way to
self-government khExzRarzzkErxs d Colonial Civil Servants
who worked for the Colonial Of\*:jvwere replaced by native civil
servants who worked for th?payers of Jamaica, this 'home leave'
business should have an end. After all, they are now 'home'

civil servants in g the same way as is the British 'home'

civil servants ust as the British taxpayer sees no reason

why he shou pa or the holiday passage of his 'home' civil servan
so I see \eson why the Jamaican taxpayer should pay for holiday
pascag®, o is home civil servant, What we have at present is no
more no less than a hang-over of the 0ld Colonial days when the
senior civil servants from abroad were really the imperial masters
rather than our public servants., The difference is that they had
some Jjustification for their free pagsages for 'home leave', Our
public servants have no justification at all.

Trinidad and British Gulana have already abolicshed this outdate

pPlec of public extravagance. It is high time we stopped it here,
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Good evening: What, I am sure many of you must be asking, has
happened to the.Oilwgéfinery about which there was so much talk
last year., Are we s‘b'i]:i going to have an 0Oil Refir%&n Jamaica?
And if we are, wheh is it likely to come? And w@
this silence about it? \

Well, as you know, it was early in

ere all

ar of last year that

Mr., Manley announced that the Gover Jamaica had entered
into an agreement with the Esso S d¥d 0il Company for the
building of a Refinery in Jamaic s refinery was to process

per
26,000 gziXmm barrels of crud rxEx)Y day. In his announcement

Mr. Manley stressed fou %S: first, that the refinery would
h

not be a monopadly,; s at the prices charged for products
from the refiner not be'higher than the prices of the gas

we now importat ly, that the retail prices pof our fuels would
not be ra a3 d, fourthly, the country would not lose the money
it got ty from imported gas because it will charge an excise
tax@h i1l be equal to the importz® duty which will disappear
when refine our own oil.

I am sure many people thought it would be only a matter of
months after Mr. Manley's announcement before we saw an oil refiner;
on our sky-line, But the setting up of an o0il refinery is not as*”
simple as that: it is not as simple as putging up a n even large-
sized factory buillding. It is one of the most expensive and
complicated pieces of machinery in the world, and meny of the
parts must be especlally built, and this takes time. TBhen again,

because it is such a complicated piece of mechinery it will take
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a year or more to put up the machinery on the site. So you will
see that the setting up of a refinery is a long drawn out process
which often takes tw o years or more before the refinery actually =
starts operating.

So the answer to my first question 1is that we are definitely
going to have the refinery; but when?

The Esso Standard 0il people, who will buil efinery,

have not yet chosen the site on which they wi;\an i but I think
i

they now have a very a very definite site % though they

are not going to tell anybody where tha til they have bought
the land, You can understand why ﬂSEf:t I think it will
take them from about 6 to nine m o finalise the land deal

and all their other contractsg, a en they will begin on the
construction work, Frgﬁ m iiﬁﬁn‘&gations I know that they hope
to begin the construct giiggﬁ towards the end of this year. On
the construction wg will use about 800 workers; and as I
gsaid earlier th ction work will take a year or more. So,
if we set ou an outside estimate, a reasonably accurate
guess wou a\gs that the refinery would go into production some
time .

WNen it is in operation the refinery will employ about 180
men, Most of these will get special training and the majority of
them will look after the maintainence of the refinery, I know
that the Company hopes that all these maintainance menwill
eventually be Jamalcans, Now, I know it lgoks as though the
refinery will employ a small labour force, but I think we are
going to be surprised in a few years' time by the new skills we are
going to learn in very many fields through having a refinery in

Jamaica,....Goodnight,
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Good evening: It looks as though things are beginning to move
fast in South Africa., As you have heard on your radios and read in
your papers, an attempt was made on the life of the South African
Prime Minister on Saturdgy morning, shortly after the©pening of
a Trade and Agricultural Falr in Johannesburg to, celebrate the
Golden Jubhlee of South Africa, A slightly ‘bdilt, 45-year-cld man
walked up to within a fews yards of the platform where the South
African Prime Minister, Dr. Hendrik Verwoerd sat, Suddenly, the
man whipped out his pistol and fired three shots, Before anyone
could make a move Verwoerd lay,bleeding on the platform. One Bullet
had entered his ear; the seeond one had gone through his cheek and
lodged in the roof of Jhiswmouth, And then the shocked and maddened
crowd turned on the¢ 1llttle man and beat him up terribly and merclles
before the police ‘arrésted him. It all happened very quickly, very
suddenly = much'wore quickly than it takes for me to tell it. And
yet it iswpossibly the most 1mportant/:i?§éethat has happened so far
in thé& terrible South African developments.

Now the thing that makes this so important is the fact that
the man who tried to kill the South African Prime Minister is himsel
a white man; and he 1s not a young man, A young man might have mad
the attempt in a fit of youthful passion and political idealism,
But David Pratt 1s 45 ycars old and until last Saturday he was a
very successful and very respected farmer in the northern Transvaal,
A man like that does not take such drastic action as trying to kill
the Prime Minister of his country lightly. I am sure he must have

had long and painful thoughts about it; I am sure he must have been

swayed this way and that way by doubts and fears before he finally
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made up his mind to go through with it. And I am absolutely certai:
that David Pratt knew that his own life would be finished once
he fired those shots, whether he killed the Prime Minister or not,
All he could look forward to was either death or a life-time in
prison, David Pratt, then, had decided to throw away his own 1life
when he decided to kill the Prime Minister of South Africa. It is
comparatively easy for a man to risk his life in war or in a fight
Qhen feelings are running high; the murderer always hopes that his
crime will not be discovered; but to calmly=and gquietly decide to
do something that you know will destroy you, is by far the most

and lonely
terrible/decision that any man has towmake, Why then, did this
successful man who had nothing tosmeln and everything to lose, make
this hard decision and carry it through?

I think it 1s because whemn you go right down to the bottom of
things people are people first and only black or white or brown or
yellow afterwards, Weprknow "this to be true here in Jamaica, because
Jamaica has lived(out this racial problem and proved that people ar
people first., And, there are a number of white South Africans who
also believe this,., Like us here in Jamalca they believe that what
is happéning in South Africa is an evil thing. And one of them,
David“Pratt, has deliberately thrown away everything he had and
riskedsdeath to show that he hates the racial regime of South Afric
as much as the black men who xErE are fighting against it, And ther
are many other whites who are in jail right now because they too
hate Apartheld. This is something we should remember,

For the rest, I think we are still witnessing only the
beginnings of the South African crisis., There is a lot more still
to come....., Tomorrow I want to touch on aspects of Mr, Arnett's

Revenue section of the Bugget. So, till then.....Goodnight.
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Good evening: I think very few people like the month of
April: I certainly don't. Of course, there are the tax collectors
who seem to enjoy being busy taking money from us in_the form of
taxes on property, for having our cars on the mbad, &nhd for such
odd and painful items as not having paid allk™our Income tax for the
year, So, all in all, I find April a very migerable month, as I
think most tax payers do. And now MpiWArnett has told us that we
are going to pay a penny more forgouribottle of Red Stripe and
Two pence more for my favourite '‘packet of 20 cigarettes, If you
prefer an imported beer to Red, Bbripe then your bottle or can is
going to cost you three pénce more, And the people who like such
fancy drinks as whisky,=brand and gin are going to have to pay
two shillings more for each quart., For myself, I am going to
stick to rum £or\which, thank heaven, we are still going to pay
the same old prices,

Now,“Mr. Arnett saild that these new increases were not aimed
mainly, at’ getting money for government so much as trying to control
some“9f our spending on imported goods. This seems to me reasonabl
The situation on imported good is quite serious, Every year we
are spending more on imported luxury items than the year before,
with the result that in terms of external trade our national books
are not balancing at all. A happy situation would be if what we
imported from abroad could be paid for by what we exported; and
an even happier situation in terms of our national accounts would
be if there was something left over after we have paid for our
imports from the money earn from our exports., But this is not the

case, For last year we had an adverse balance of more than £16
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million in our extrernal trade. And so so;ething mist be done to tr,
and adjust this; and Mr., Arnett has decided that a tax on imported
luxury items is the best way of adjusting this,

I am inclined to go ‘along with him in his reasoning except on
one point, If these increases are in fact aimed at primarily our
import of luxury items, then why the penny more on our bottle of
kE® local beer? I can see the reason in all Mr, Arnett's other
items but I cannot see it in terms of our bottle{of” local beer,

I hope someone in the Opposition will press KWim wery hard on this
question in the House Bebate this week, Qur bottle of local beer
has become as important to the vast majority of our people as has
our gill of rum, and just as rum h&8 not been touched so I don't

think beer should have been,

And now for a few general ‘gemarks about this years Budget as
a whole, It seems to me that™this is basically a Budget of stock-
taking and consolidating™ef the gains made over the past five years,
The emphasis is still on development, as I expect it will be for
a good few years toyzcome; but it is a Budget of pause,

All we"have 'to do is think back over the past five years to
realise how, fast and far the country has moved., There have been
vast new undertakings in agriculture and industry. Enormous sums of
money Wave been pumped into education and the building of schools,
into roads and water works, into technical training and a host of
other fields, The pace has been hard., And Jjust as any builder
has to ease off a bit, step back and take a good look to see how
the bullding is going up, so the Government has to pause and take
stock, And just as the builder may find a wall that i1s not quite
plumb and adjust it, so does Government with the building of the

national 3gpnomy. This, I think, is what is happening in this yeard
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Good evening: Last night I ended my commentary by promising

to tell you about a tax move I would have liked to see introduced
by Mr. Arnett. But before I go on to that I think I, J1ad better
make my own position on taxes quite clear once moreée. o When I told
you about the property tax increase some timeé ago®I told you that
I do not like taxes, I still do not like Taxesy, I think they are
a necessary evil we have to put up with in‘the interest of good
and civilised government, So I like #o0%see taxes as low, as fair
and as reasonable as possible, Frem¥all this you will see that
I do not want to see any new taxymove introduced unless there was
a desperately urgent reasongfor it.

Well, I think there 1s such a desperately urgent reason for
the new tax move J wWould have liked to see introduced.

You all know that the situation on our roads is becoming
really alarming. Hardly a day passes without there being some
terriblke aceldent on our roads. Often the helpless young or the
almogt helpless old are involved., How often have you read or heard
of a child being knocked down and killed? How often have you heard
of an 0ld man or old woman suffering the same fate? How often have
you heard of head-on collisions on our roads? How often have you
heard of cars running into parked trucks at nights because the
trucks had no parking lights on? There is a terrible slaughter
going on on our roads today and I think the sooner we face it the
better it will be for all of us,

Now I am not suggesting that any tax can cure this fearful
problem, I think our traffic Authorities must make a Qery much more

sustained effort to stop these bad practices on the road., I think
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they should do this all-the-year-round instead of having a
campaign for a month or two, And I think all our road users should
show a great deal more consideration for each other than they now
do. This will go a long way to easing the problem; but I do not
think it will solve it.

There are more cars 1in the island now than eyer before; and
a vast number of these cars are completely unsuitablesfor use on
Jamaican roads, Now, the United States 1is ashugewCountry with
nearly 200 million people., It is thousands\©f times greater than
Jamaica. If all the roads in the United States were to be put
together they will cover a land area Wany times larger than Jamaica
And it is for roads like those $hat the big American cars are
bullt. And even the Amebicanshare, finding these cars too much for
their roads, For us on this, small island these huge American cars

helped to create
havexﬁﬁfxnﬂ a dangerousl®n Impossible situation.

Now what can/we do“*about this? I think we can follow the
example of PuertoZ\Rico, A few years agovthe roads of Puerto Rico
were in an.evemworse state than ours, Then the Puerté Rican
Governmeént \did something about it. They put a really stiff tax

k ﬁ@,krn» S by
increaseson big caréxzhat almost doubled the cost of any huge

Amerdican car; so that if a car cost a thousand pounds the tax
would almost come to another thousand, I saw the results of this
when I was there in February and March of this year. There were
very few of these huge cars on the roads, Instead one saw small
cars everywhere, The rate of accidents had dropped. Traffic flowed
more freely than it did in 1955 and 1956, I think that if we
followed the Pueg?o Rican example it would help to ease the
slaughter on our roads, I also think we should ban left hand

drive cars from our roads......Goodnight,
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Good evening: This is the third day that we have been without
our daily Gleaners and, at present, it looks as though we are going
to be without daily papers for many more days to come, Now this
situation of being without our daily papers is bad,enough., The
Gleaner 1s a habit that is over a hundred yearsqold, But just think
what xkkx it would have been 1like if this had happened two or three
years ago, or even as short a time as a yearpago. If we had had
this strike then there would have been an.almost complete news
blackout, We would have been cut off_completely from what went on
in the outside world and we would also have been cut off from what
went on in other parts of Jamaicay In those days even this radio
station depended on the Gleaner for 1ts news,

But today all this has changed, Sure we mlss and need the
Gleaner, and some(efus/miss it very badly., But the situation is
not as desperate ag it would have been even a year ago, Today there
are two radlo ‘stations on the island and these run their own news
services,and they have made sure that the public was kept informed
of what went on both at home and abroad, This, I think, is a fair
measure of the changes that have taken place in Jamaica over the
past few years, The 01d Lady of Harbour Street 1s still very importan
and very dear to most of us, but she is definitely no longer the
only source of news and information on which we have to depend, And
I don't think that is such a bad thing at all, It is a sign that
the country is growing, and growing fast, But when all that is said
I shall still be glad when I can again open my copy of the Gleaner
over my morning cup of coffee,

But now let us look at the strike which has deprived us of our



Gleaners., The reason for it is wages., Five months ago the unions
presented a claim for wage increases to the Master Printers Associat:
The last minimum wage agreement for the Printing Industry was
negotiated in 1957 and proclaimed in January of 1958, Under this
agreement the very top grades of workers in the industry such as
the colour seperators, got a minimum wage of £11 a week, The unions
want them to be paid £14 a week, The top machinigts, got £9,15,.0;
the unions now want them to get £13, 2. 6. Photo\Lithographers got
£8, 6.10; the unions want £12,10,0 for them,Male compositors now
get £6,18.6; the unions want £11,12,6 for them. And so it goes
right down the line,

Now, there is another problem, teoo4d The wage rates I have listed
are the minimum rates, But sometimes a printery finds that it has
a group of men whose work is way above the average. In such cases
managements have from @ime)to time given these men increases which
made their wages higher than the agreed minimum, For example, the
minimum wage may be, £11 but a man's work may be so good that his
employer has, increased his pay to £14, Now the union is claiming
a minimum'wage of £14 for a man in this category. If the claim is
conceded the other workers in this category will have their waRes
raised«to £14, But what happens to the man who already gets £14¢
The unions say the voluntary increase he has received should be
carried forward so that under the new agreement he should be entitle
to £17. This the employers do not like, and this 1s one of the key
points of dispute,

Well now, are the workers unreasonable in their wage demands?

Most aspects of printing are highly skilled jobs, and compared with
other highly skilled jobs, the printing worker is, I think, definite

underpaid.....Tomorrow I will tell you a Fable, Thll then, goodnight
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Bood evening: As this is Good Friday I thought you might like
to hear a little Fable about a man called Absolom G, Jones, a Jamalc:
who was proud of Jamaica but even prouder of himself, Absolom G.
Jones was a good farmer and he knew it, His farm was“the best in
the whole Parish and he made everybody know it & Everywhere where
Rxxxtar® the line of his land touched a publicirecad or path he had
a sign up which said: JONES' FARM, And hisiprivate road which led
up to his home had a sign which said ¢ JONES' DRIVE, His house
was on the crest of a lovely rolling hill and he called the hill
JONES' HEIGHTS; and the houseqin which he lived he called JONES'
HAVEN, To him the word Jones was the most beautiful in the world
and he began to think it“wmight be a good 1idea if the whole country
was to be called Jones, “After all he was Jones and lock at what he
had done. He thought, about this for many weeks and then he decided
of what to do. Héwwould start with the village first, and then work
his way threough the Parish and keep on until the whole country is
renamedsJones., So, one Sunday evening he invited all the villagers
to azmeeting, and because they respected him everybody turned up.
Then he stood up and said: "My friends, I have called you here this
evening because I think it is an important matter for the future
of this country that we should rename this village after me and call
it JONES!" It tookhis listeners a minute to recover from the shock,
and then the school hall rang with their laughter, The sight of
people laughing at him stopped Mr, Jones' heart and he dropped down
dead on the spot. And when he woke up again he was standing in
front of St. Peter and looking at the Pearly Gates, And just as

Jones opened his mouth St, Peter raised his finger and said: "don't
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say it, Mr. Jones, or down you go to another place which is very
hot, We don't change names up here for anybody. We love the old
names?ﬁere."

Now, this little fable came to me when I heard that the Kingstor
and St. Andrew Corporation Council had followed the advice of the
Jamaica National Trust and decided not to change the name of the
Parade to Constitution Square., For myself, I amdabsoldately certain
that the KSAC and the Jamaica National Trust were dead right to
resist the move to change the name of the Parade, The Parade has
a real and special meaning for the citizeng of the Corporate Area,
It is something that has grown withstime and it has become a
tradition, And I do not see why wWe umast forever be throwing away

0ld names and old traditions for new names and no traditions, Most
O

of these new namesdo not evenshave the touch of poetr& about them
that most of the old omes.had., Does the name: Mountain View Avenue
have the same beauty and rightness for you as Long Mountain Road?
It does not for me.NAnd what is now called Waltham Park Road was
once Leaders, lLane, And up in the hills where I live the beautiful
Limes Kilnwhas now become Kirkland Heights, There seems to be a
passiomaround these days for Helghts and Havens and Views and
Gardensd I think they are dull and dreadful and unworthy of the
beauty of Jamaica, And please let us have a stop to this rediculous
business of new streets being named after minor officials who are
swollen with their own sense of importance. Think of the old names
like Walt-a-bit, Guava Ridge, Hardwar Gap, Mile Gully, Fern Gully,
Harry Watch, Ginger Ridge and many others; and then think of Mona
Helghts and South Haven and Harbour View, To me there is no

comparison, I am for the beautiful old names every time,..Goodnight.
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Good evening: On Thursday of this week the Minister of Finance,
Mr. Arnett, tabled the Mortgage Insurance Bill in the House of
Representatives, This Bill gives power to the Develpment Finance
Corporation to issue insurance policies on mortgages tosbuy or
build houses, Up to now, as some of you may know,,the government
has acted as guarantor for large middle-income housing schemes
such as the one at Mona, But as soon as thig"Bill becomes law this
arrangement by which government guarantées promoters of housing
schemes will come to an end and be'replaced by the mortgage
insurance scheme,

Now, under mortgage ifisurance scheme the person who lends his
money to the person who wants to build, can insure the sum he has
lent out, This means that he has the certainty that he will get
his money back., I\‘say=Person, but really it is more likely to be
e lending organlgation because not anybody can Just enter the
scheme, The\MImister must first give his approval and as a rule
epprovalswill only be given to recognised institutions such as
building' societies, life insurance companies, housing co-operative
socleties, trust companies, loan companies and housing finance
companies whose main business is the lending of money on the
security of real estate.

And before the loan money can be insured certaln standards
of building construction will have to be-observed. To ensure that
these standards are observed the Housing Department of Government
will supply the Development finance Corporation with experts to
decide on the standards and inspect the building during construction

to make sure that the standards are observed.
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Once this 1s done the policy can be issuedkm in the name of

the mortgage lender who will pay an insurance premium of 2%% of
the amount of the loan., But though the lender pays this he will be
able to charge it against the borrower, Another important point 1s
that the Minister will have the right to &ZEzi®r refuse to issue

a policy to a lender whose interest rate is higher than that
specified under the scheme, And mortgage loans will € insure only
up to £5,000 on any one house,

But what will all this mean to the persdon/wanting a house?}
First of all, as you know, under the present,set-up you cannot
begin to build a house unless you candput,down a third of the cost.
If the house will cost £3,000 you wiX¥l have to own the land and
be in a position to put down £1,000,before bullding can start.
Having to find this big sum of money to put down has made it impossit
for large numbers of peopleWho wanted to do so to build their
own homes, lUnder thds, new scheme you will only have to find
between one-tenthhand one=sixth of the price., In other words, if
you wanted to pubt.upz a £3,000 house all you will have to do is find
£300 ( or a\little less even) to be able to start building. This
alone is, a, far-reaching departure from the old system, It will make
it pessible for very many people to go in for home=-ownership,

Another advantage 1s that the o0ld system under which you often
had to renew your mortgage after five years will come to an end
because the lender will now be able to insure his money.

I think this scheme will have a revolutionary effect on our
housing problems., I hope government introduces something similar

for lower=income housing too. The need there 1is desperate. Goodnight,
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Good evening: I hope you have all had a happy and restful
long Easter weekend., I think we can all be proud of the fact that
we have had relatively few accidents on our roads thig Easter., But
I also think that we can still be a little more theoughtful and
courteous on our roads, Most accidents on the ®oadssare the the

lessness
result of thoughtfXimzxx and lack of consideration for others.

Now, this evening I want to talk a 1litPhke about the relations
between parliament, the press and the public because I am not sure
we all have very clear ideas on this/isubject.

On Buesday of last week a Gleamer photographer  walked about
the floor of the House of Represeéntatives during a debate, This
distracted the attention ‘efithe Members of the House and so the
Speaker ordered thesphotographer to be removed from the floor of
the House. The photegrapher moved from the floor of the Chamber
and next appeared=in the Visitors' Gallery. From there he took
a picture of Mr. Donald Sangster blowing up a red baladon and then
poprping™it, By this time the Speaker was thoroughly vexed with
the Behayviour of the photographer and ordered his camera and the
picture seized. The photographer then tried to run away, holding
on to pis camera and the picture. But he was caught and brought
back and the plcture was confiscated,

Now, it 1s easy to dismiss this as Just an amusing incident
which took place in the House, But if we do i#eok at it like that
then we do not understand the importance of the House of Represent=-
atives in our national life, Our parliament is the most important

body in our whole country. It is more important than the Cabinet, .y

more important than the Premier or the Governor. It is the highest
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authority in the land which makes the final decisions on what will

or will not be done for the public good. And because each one of

its members has been chosen by us, the people of the country,
parliament is our servant, reflecting our power and/gzzhority in
the running of our national affairs, And the government of the
country is, in its truest sense, made up of both thegparty in power
and the party in opposition; and together they reflectwour power,

our authority and our dignity. That is the relationship between
parliament and the public., Now let us look atyparliament and the
press. The first point of difference is«that while parliament
represents us, the people, the pressg,do€s not necessarily do so.

We do not have any say in who will sltjon the board of directors

of any paper, we do not have any say in who will edit any paper,

We cannot, by our votes, turmpout one lot off directors and put in
another, as we can do with'our government, But, in all free societies
the press has becom¢g¢ the unofficial watchdog of the people, exposing
evil and criticising wrong practices, and so becoming the guardian
of our liberties\, In Britaln, where this tradition is very highly
developedgnthe press 1s at its best, And there the press is as
jealoushofthe dignity of parliament as is parliament itself, Here
in Jamaiea our press still tends to lack that reppect for the dignity
of parliament becamse right down at bottom it still lacks respect for
the people who elected our parliament, No British press photographer
would dream of behaving as our photographer behaved, Our man's
attitude showed a clear contempt of parliament and therefore a clear
contempt of us, the voters; and this is just not good enough in
Jamaica today.... Tomorrow I want to talk about Russia's Khrushchev,
Till then, goodnight.
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Good evening: There is one man who holds the entire fate of
the world in his hands today. He can plunge the world into the most
destructive war of atoms which would probably wipe all tivilisation
from the face of the earth, and might even destroy all life or he
can ensure that there is peace in the world., He gontrols the largest
country in the world, with an area of nearly 9=mdl1%0n square miles,
and with a population of 200 million people. Only China and India
have greater populations. His country_de the most advanced in
scientific knowledge. It sent the fdrst rocket out into space to
circle around the earth, and it shot, the first and only rocket to
land on the moon., It also showed ug the first pictures of what the
dark side of the moon looks) ¥ike. In terms of wealth, only the
United States 1s richemsthanvit is, and it 1is determined to catch-up
with, and then surpéss theé United States, The country is, of éourse,
Russia, or, to giveN\it its full title, the Unlon of Soviet Soclalist
Republics and its\leader, the most powerful single man in the world,
is Nikita(Krushchev who celebrated his 66th birthday on Easter
Sunday .\ I thini/aigh such powers, a man who can affect our own
lives hefe in Jamaica, is important enough for us to take a close
look at him, _

First let us look at his powers, He has more personal power#
than the Presildent of the United States or the Prime Minister of
@great Britain, Both the Prime Minister and the President depend
for their power on the people, The British people elect the Prime
Minister and the American people elect the President. They can always
be deprived of their powers by an election and they always have to
deal with an opposition which might one day become the government,

Mr, Krushchev has no such limitations on his power, There is no
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opposition to him because no opposition party is allowed in the
country. And if you were a Russian citizen who had to vote you were
presented with one list of candidates only: you had no choice., The
result is that you really have no say over who is to rule your
country. There 1is only one party in the country and that does all
the ruling. And at the head of that party is the man_swho has been
the toughest and the mmartest at getting rid of any rivals and
enemies he might have, Because Krushchev had the, teughness, the
smartness and the ruthlessness he is today thefmest powerful man in
the world,

And yet, up to five years ago the western wmris® people had not
heard of this man who now controlsi\the)destiny of the world, Where
was hef What was he doing? He was bern into miserably poor conditions

and was a child labourer #m Russia's coal mines, He could hardly
read when he was in hisﬁearly twenties and only went to a workers
school in his middle tienties after the revolution., An d then he
became a servant bf the Communist Party which demands of its members
that they follow orders blindly. He obeyed so well that he became

a trusted, servant of Stalin and carried out some of Stalin's big
'liquidatiens' for him, He was so efficient that he was called the
'Hangman/'of the Ukraine' and the 'Butcher of Budapest'. But when
8talin died it was Krushchev who, when the moment was ripe, attacked
Stalin's successors, denounced Stalin himself, and took power, Today
he is all-powerful, He is not as remote as Stalin was, he's more
friendly and cheerful, a laughing rolly-polly father of a big family.
But underneath he 1is Jjust as tough and ruthless as Stalin was,
Tomorrow I'll tell you why I do not think Khrushchev wants war.

Till then, goodnight.
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Good evening: Last night I told you about Nikita Khrushchev
and the absolute powers he has., These powers, I told you, made him
the most powerful single individual ruling the most scientifically
advanced country in the world, The little I told you'about his rise
to power = the manner in which he got rid of his mifals, Malenkov,
Molotov, Kaganovich and the Red Army hero Mapshal Ehukov = after
the death of Stalin, must make it clear toall“wf us that if it
suited him to do so, Khrushchev would plunge the whole world into
an atomic war, But I do not thinkée will do so for a number of
reasons,

In the second world war the“Russians pald a very heavy price
for victory. They lost meresmen in that war than did all the
Western forces combined i the total of their dead ran into millions.
And rather than leawe anything to the invading German army, they
xekarkeER destroyed ‘their own factories and machines and burned their
own food whén\they had to retreat, They left only a scorched earth
for theslnvaders to take, But when the invaders were thrown out
theyqathemselves returned to a scorched earth and no machines, When
the war ended they faced hunger, disease and the destruction of most
of their industry. The Russian people have not forgotten this and
Khrushchev, who was himself in that war, knows it., The people of
Russian genuinely do want peace; so Khrushchev is not likely to
make war unless there is a very clear and urgent reason for it.

Another reason why he will not make war is because he has, up to
now, got most of what he wants without making a war, Khrushchev is
a communist and it is part of the communist doctrine that capitalism

and communism cannot live side by side; that the one must, sooner
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or later, defeat the other, He has, since the war, seen communism
spread over Eastern Europe and take half of Germany. And in the East
China with more than a quarter of all the people on earth, is now a
communist state. And in the rest of the world, in the Middle East,
in Africa, in Latin America, wherever there is poverty and misery,
the communists are at work winning friends and influencing people.
Just the other week Khrushchev's deputy, Mikoyan, was«Quite near us,
over in Cuba doing a trade and aid deal with Fidel/Cagtro., So, if
they can win the world to communism without #ar they will do it by'
what they call the method of the 'cold wan'y

Finally, Khrushchev does not wamt war because of the nature of
war itself, It is very unlikely that-there will be anybody to
celebrate victory after a war fought with long-range atom and hydroge
carrying rockets, And then there s Khrushchev himself, He is nét
a man whose mind is twisted 1ike Hitler's was and Stalin's became
and I think he genuinely,wants prosperity for his own people; and
to create prosperity he/needs peace,

But the creed which Khrushchev follows is an aggressive and
militant one,dedicated to conquering the world and to robbing all
men of their ‘freedom of choice., And the danger for the rest of the
worl@, is that in a society like the one which Khrushchev rules,
he may be replaced by a man with a twisted mind like Hitlerds who
would not hesitate to let loose the horrors of war on the world.

Any man who has the cunning, the skill and the ruthlessness
can rise to the top under communism., That is why I personally prefer
demorragy, with all its clumsiness, It limits the power of even
the highest individual and it allows us to have minds of our own and
to choose for ourselves, And we can change our government without

murder, brainwashing or war under democracy.......Goodnight,
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Good evening: I wonder if you have noticed how grim and serious
and high-minded the news nearly always is, It tells us of death
and violence, of revolutions and treasons, of floods( and, fires,
of racial oppression and the quarrels of the big ®owers, If there
really are little green men up in Mars and theéy) can tune-in to mmx
news bulletins from our world, I am sure they will get the impression
that ours is a very grim and gangeroussand terrible world, They will
think of us as creatures who are always“fighting - either with our
mouths or with guns: they will thinkef us as one group of countries
fighting against another; one ragm/raclal bloc fighting against
another racial bloc; and they will think of all of us as scrambling
madly either to build up Private wealth or national wealth,

A grim pictures, isn't it? And yet, going by our news that 1s
the way it looks, And I, along with other comentators, have helped
to paint thisypicture, It is a true plcture, of course; but you
know that \itwis not all the picture, There ig the other side to it.
Therg 1s\the laughter of children, there is the beauty of sunricse
and the“loveliness of our hills., There are the quiet talks among
friends across racial and colour barriers, There is the wonderful
way in which neighbours help each other in times of trouble, When
a man robs another man it is news; but when a2 man helps another man
it is not news, And so we hear only about the robbing, not about the
helping; we hear a lot about the ugly things and very little about
the beautiful things. I think this igs something those who produce
our news should pay some attention to,

S0 let me comment on a bit of happy news you are not likely to

hear because 1t is not grim world shattering news, I witnessed two
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weddings, the first one on Tuesday and the second one yeséetday,
You might have had a report of Tuesday's wedding if there had been
ne Gleaner strike because that wedding took place in one of the most
prominent families in the island., There certainly would have been
no report of Wednesday's wedding because that was a small affair
among humble people in one hillside Jamaican villagé. And yet when
it came to the heart of the matter both weddings affiémed the same
simple truth that ours is not as grim a world™as\the news often
makes out,

In the first wedding twod very young Pecple were starting out
with love and faith and hope on angexciting new adventure, And I
was there with hundreds of others,te g£elebrate with them and to
wish them well, (And it was suck @ happy occasion that I overdid it
a bit). The second wedding\was bétween two 0ld people who had lived
together for more yearg=than the age of the young man in the first
wedding., And because they had found living together good and
succeesful and, beeause of the changes in their world and in their
own circumstances they were making legal an old connection and
declafing “their togetherness to all the world. And their friends
shared the“occasion with them,

Now what has this to do with bad news? Well, in spite of all
the gkoomy news people all over the world are laughing and loving,
getting married and bringing forth children, sharing good times
with frliends and enjoying beautiful things. And this, I think, shoul
make the news headlines too.......Goodnight,
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Good evening: This is the time when those of us who leave
the licensing of our cars and the paylng of our property tax to the
lagt moment generally start the rush to our tax offiges, And since
most of us put off the evil day for as long as wescan dlere are
going to be long lines of people and hours of waitImg. I suppose we,
the taxpayers are to blame for this, If we wepe disciplined and
orderly people, 1f we were a breed of very\obedient men, we would
not wait until the month of grace ig.neérly up before rushing to
pay our taxes, But if this is a fault on our part, then I, for one,
think it 1is not a fault we should be ashamed of, We do not like
taxes and it is natural and human for us to put off the paying of
taxes for as long as we.cah, 'And I am suspicious of all societies
in which the citizefis are*so disciplined, so orderly and so obedient
as to be led like ‘anflock of sheep, It 1s in such socleties = where
the citizens,mus®, do whatever is most convenient for the civil
servants &,that’ dictatorships are easily established., So I find
this late"rush to the tax office axRamikxmErxkkexxidw completely
natural _énd normal in a free socilety.

But I have often noticed that the young men and women behind
the counter do not see it in the same light, To them, we, the late
taxpayers, are a bunch of irresponsible fools or worse who are
trying to spoil the peaceful order of their days. And many of them
have made it quite clear that they are not going to have their
guiet, slow and orderly ways upset, no matter how long we have to
walt., I have seen a line of more than fifty people waiting while

a young man took time to light his cigarette, have a chat with
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the fellow next to him, take a little walk across the room to say
something to somebody else, and then come back and spend a little
more time getting really comfortable on his seat before finally
dealing with the person at the head of the line,

I have heard one of these young men cuss out a taxpayer who
dared to ask him to move a little faster. This poor_taxpayer was
then kept waiting while a number of people who came aftér him were
attended to. I can go on like this: but you khewiald these things.
You have experienced some of them for yourselyes,

Well now, this is Jjust not good enoughd The taxpayer is not
there for the convenience of the civil s#ervant behind the counter,
It is the other way round. The ciwil gervant is there for our
convenience, OQur money pays him. Hé 1s a public servant, our servant
It does not matter whethermwwe are well dressed citizens or truck
drivers in solled clothes, We are all entitled to courteous and
efficient service., A1@, I, think 1t is time for us to get the service
we pay for,

But we must met put all the blame on the young man or woman
behind the ‘counter, I think heads of departments must take a share,
I think“they should plan for the rush period and see that there
are more people at the counters and more counters to handle the
work, If this were done I am sure the léng lines and long waits
will be greatly reduced. They certainly are not necessary., What is
necessary is a little thought and consideration for the public by

public servants behind counters.....Goodnight,
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Good evening: I am sure all of‘you know the old saying that
cleanliness 1s next to Godliness, Well, if we were t0 Judge the
city of Kingston in that light we are likely to tlink tHat it is
one of the most Godless cities because it can_be,ané very often is,
a very dirty city. If you are a visitor or someone from the suburbs
or the country areas and you only see tife médin streete of downtown
Kingston, and if you travel along Slipe Road, the Half Way Tree
Road or Constant Spring Road, you “are zot likely to see the dirt,
The city will look lovely and the streets comparatively clean,

But if you live in the\areas beﬁind this pretty face of the
city, if you are a realfkKingstonian living in areas like Cockburn
Pen or Trench Town or Allman Town, then you will know all about the
dirt because it willbe all around you., The citizens of these
areas sometimes hawe to leave their bins full of rubbish out for
days beforéwgnybody from the city's Public Cleansing Department
come to ¢art it away. Sometimes dogs or pigs or goats tip over
the binefof rubbish and scatter the dirt all over the street, Flies
breed by the millions., And where you have dirt and flies you can

disease away
be sure that/dismae is not very far/ And it is always the little
children who are the victims, and you often see them with sores
on their bodles and on their faces, and you often see their little
bodies wasting away because they are so full of worms, And this,
to me, 1s a crime against a large number of the future citizens of
our society.

Now why does this situation exist? We have a Public Cleansing

Department with a staff of 600 men and a large fleet of garkaxe
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trucks to get rid of our garbage. Roughly £250,000 of the taxpayer's
money l1ls spent a year to keep the city clean,

And still the city 1s not clean, It is not clean because
politics has crept into what should be a non-political jJob. The
Superintendent of the Corporation's Public Cleansing Department,

Mr. George Minott has for long been at loggerheads with the
Corporation's Councillors. Towards the end of lasi¥ yeamsthe Council .
decided to get rid of Mr. Minott and ordered him“\toyg&o on retirement
leave, Mr, Minott was not at the retiring age@nd”"refused to be
retired before his time, He said the Councild would have to prove
that he is not efficient before they.,co@ild get rid of him, Mr,
Minott also said the Councillors had made it impossible for him

to exercise real control over the men under him, He listed cases
where he had sacked men for\Peling inefficient and then had to give
them back thelr jJobs begause®Councillors insisted, Certainly, this
sort of thing does ot Wwake for discipline inside any organisation.
And once there is e dlscipline in an organisation such as this

then it 1s the cMizen who suffers, And so the streets are dirty
and their¢are millions of flies and the children of the city are
riddledlwitb‘worms.

ThesCorporation's Councillors, from whatever party, cease to
be only party men once they are elected, They become representatives
of all the people, And they are there to serve the public good for
all, Until they clean up this dirt mess I, for one, will feel that
they are failing in thelr duty to the people of the city....Goodnight
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Good evening: The latest news is that we will have our daily

Gleaners back tomorrow morning and I am sure most of you look

forward to it as much as I do., Now, 1f this strike had gone on

until Thursday of this week we might have had a strikesén all our

big printeries on the island. Now that the Gleanér #trike is over,

I understand there will be an enquiry into th&‘wages position in
\..0-1 cotl ,

the entire printing trade. 2o, you can loek forward to your Gleaner
A\

at breakfast tomorrow,

Now this evening I want to talik a little about the Ras Tafariar
movement, As you know, it woulld beWwrong and improper for me to
xERkianxkk® comment on thegease of the Rev., Claudius Henry and some
of his followers because Bhé case is now pending in court, What I
ﬂgigxntka discuss #s %he position and the beliefs of the Ras
Tafarians, The fiesStething I want to make clear is that under a
real democracy ahy‘man 1s entitled to hold any beliefs he may choose,
The free &oaiéty does not say to a man: " You must only believe
this, "4on ”you must only believe that". A man's beliefs are his
own business, It does not matter how unpopular his beliefs may be,
nobody in a really free society, neither the law nor the public at
large, has any right to interfere with him, That is why a
communist in Britain can freely criticise the government of Britain
and promote propaganda for communism, Of course, the same communist
would not last very long if he were in Russia and dared to freely
criticlise the government of Russia,

So the Ras Tafarians l¥ving in a free soclety are entitled

to their beliefs, They axe have the right to grow theilr beards as

long as they like and spread their ideas as far and wide as they
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can, I think our law officers were wrong when they shaved off the
beards of Ras Tafarians who were held in custody. And I think we
all ought to be very careful about our general prejudice against
bearded men, A man 1s free to grow a beard if he wants to, And not
all bearded men are Ras Tafarians,., Bnd, in any case, it would be
a poor kind of society which discriminated against mefi*simply
because they wore beards.
XoxyxinxihexerkenkxkrakxkhexRazxatrriansxwan kxkaxgexiranetxke
ifrxwax Now, i1f the Ras Tafarian disapproves of conditions in this
country or of the government of this country, he has the same right
to do something about it that every othér citizen has, He can
express 1s disapproval by holdingh\public meetings; he can write
letters to the press; he can start _his own political party and put
up his own candidates at eléfetion time. And if the majority of the
voters of the country suppert what he stands for then we will have
a government run by/Ras\Tafarians., Those are his rights. They are
no more and no lesgh\thHan the rights of all other citizens, Like all
other citizemns heé, the Ras Tafarian, must abide by the decision of
the majordty\arrived at by free elections, And like all other citizen
he 1s sub}ect to the laws made by our freely elected legislators,
Neitheg the Ras Tafarian nor the rest of us have any God-given right
to break the laws of the land, There 1s no need for terror and
violence because our country is not a dictatorship...... Tomorrow I

will comment of the Rasta back-to-Africa move.,.....Goodnight,
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Good evening: I wonder how many of you have asked yourselves
what makes a Ras Tafarian a Ras Tafarian., I know many people dismiss
them as mad men with beards many of whom smoke ganja, Few people
ask themselves why., I think we should face the faget™8quarely that
one of the most important reasons for the Ras Tafari movement is
the great social and economic inequality that gtill exist within
our society. There are large numbers of people*in this country who
still live in miserable poverty and for mhom there are very few
opportunities to make a decent liviing?tyAnd many of these people see
no way of 1lifting themselves out ofy\this hopeless situation, And
it seems to these people that nobody cares about them and about
what happens to them, Thes¥ people have a desperate need to have
hope; and dike all peeple everywhere these people want to have a
sense of dignity @nd assense of belonging, And as it seems to them
that nobody in J2maica cares about their physical and spiritual
needs they hawe turned their hearts and minds to Africa, In Africa,
they fgel,\ they will find the things they have not found in Jamaica,
Ther'e will be land for each of them; there will be food; there will
be security and dignity. And so Africa and going to Africa becomes
the great dream - the way of escaping from their present misery.
Now, how real is this dream? For the vast majority of the
Ras Tafarians this is a painfully real dream which we should try to
understand with sympathy. But a few unscrupulous people have, and
will continue to exploit this dream, and they will stir up trouble,
But can this dream be realised? To answer that we must take a
close look at what going to Africa means, First, for a Rastafarian

or anybody else to go to Africa needs money. To go by sea would
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cost each person not less than £150 and probably a lot more, To go
by air will be more than double that., But even if you have the money
you cannot Jjust book passage and go. You must first get permlission
from the authorities of the country where you are going to land and
live there, and this 1s no easy matter, They will want to be sure
that you are able to take care of yourself, Usuallygthey will not
let you in unless you have some skill or some trade, Thds applies
to Africans born in Africa who go from one couantry in Africa to
another, It applies even more to people from @verseas, whatever
their colour. And usually the immigrationiduthorities will want
you to leave enough money with themto“®hlip you back to Jamaica if
you cannot fit in, So, before youzcan even think of going to Africa
you must have at least £500 andyeven that 1s no guarantee that they
will let you in. Anybody whoptells you anything else is lying, I
know Africa, I was borawthere, and I have lived in most parts of
it.

But let us_sayzyou do get there. There are 200 million people
in Africa whe live mainly in tribes, They speak more than 200
different{anguages., Unless you belong to the tribe where you live
and canspeak the language they speak you are going to find yourself
an outsider even though you are as black as they are, And you are
going to be much more lonely and much more isolated than ever you wer
in Jamaica, Only in the citlies does everybody speak English, And
believe me, there is no milk and honey walting for anybody. I
sympathise with the Ras Tafarians but I know their problems cannot
be solved by the African dream, They must be solved here, in Jamaica,

Goodnight,
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Good evening: You will remember that Friday of last week =
April 22nd - was the date Trinidad's Premier, Dr, Eric Williams,
had chosen as the date on which the West Indies should_declare its
independence. It was also the date Dr, Williams h&dshosen to stage
a monster demonstration march on Chaguaramas./Well, the date has
now passed: the West Indies Federation hasmnotideclared its
independence, and no march xmmkxpXaEe on Chaguaramas took place,

Instead what took place is what' 1 censider one of the most
dismal and depressing demonstrations that ever took place in the West
Indies, and something which I pensohally condemn as strongly as
possible,

At his meeting at the=University of Woodford Square Dr, Williams
made his speech and (then 1lit a bonfire, Into the fire he flung the
Trinidad Constitutlon and declared: "I consign it to the flames;
to hell with“4t." ® Then he flung the Federal Constitution into the
flames with“the same words; then the 1941 agreement leasing the
British Bases to the United States; then the Moody Report on the
Capital™Site; then the Trinidad Telephone Ordinance; then copies
of the Trinidad Guardian and copies of statements made by the
Trinidad Opposition about racial problems in both Trinidad and .
British Gatana. All these documents he flung into the fire with the
words: "I consign it to the flames; to hell with it".

Now, on the face it this was just a dramatic demonstration
showing Dr, Williams' disapproval and rejection of these documents
and what they represent. It is an exciting and colourful sort of
thing to do: it is the sort of thing that will catch the newspaper

headlines and cause people to talk, But beneath kkex the exclting



demonstration le something disturbing; something I fe&l we ought
" to think about carefully and soberly.

In what are now known as the dark ages of the history of our
world, men and women were burned at the stake for not comforming
with the popular wlll, People who were different or who did not
agree with established authority were regarded as wittChes and fire
was used to destroy them. And then the dark agesspassed and men
won a larger degree of freedom to hold unpopular‘wiews and to express
them,

But in the 1930s Adolph Hitler roge, to/power in Germany and
one of the earliest things he did wae %W make a giant bonfire
and to burn all the books that tHe Nazis disapproved of, And some
of man's finest thoughts and dreams went up in flames,

Now, there were copies of these books and papers all over the
world so the Nazi bookegburning robbed the world of nothing. But it
did demonstrate sométhing. It demonstrated a monumental intolerance
of all views that ‘wWere unpopular to the Nazis; it demonstrated that
there was nogroom, in Germany for those whose views opposed the Nazi
governmenty, \And 1t was after the book burnings that the persacution
of the Jews) and all the other horrers began, All this came back to
me whémn 4 heard of Dr, Williams' burning of documents, and it
depressed me,

I should like to think that Dr, Williams did this casually and
without thinking of the kind of association it would suggest in
people's minds, But in any case, it was a sad and miserable
demonstration by a very lmportant West Indian and I hope we never

see anything like it again.......Goodnight,
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Good evening: When I read and heard that more than 300 acres

of sugar cane was completely burnt out in ¥Er® the plains of Vere
recently, some lines of verse which I had learnt in childhood and
which I had not recalled in all my adult years suddenly came back
to me, I had learnt them sc long ago that I cannot éven remember
the name of the poet who wrote them., But they sSo eompletely fit
the firing of our canefields that I am goimgntovgive them to you
as I remember them: they go like this:

I saw with open eyes, singing birds sweet

Sold in the shops fory\people to eat

Sold in the shopswf Stupidity Street,

I saw in visiensythe worm in the wheat

And in the ®hopt = nothing for people to eat

Nothing fex Sale in Stupidity Street.

Now, on the £age of it these lines of verse have nothing to do
with the firing of canefields, They tell of the stupidness of farmers
who kill binds,and sell them, and then find that because there are
no birdsto‘\keep down the worms, the worms eat all thelr plants Just
as the young shoots come up. But there is this connection: just as
there is no food for the farmer after the worms have done their

damage so there will be no dally bread for the man who depended for
hie living on all or some of the more than 300 acres of cane that
went up in flames the other day. Just ask yourselves how many men
will not earn a penny during this crop season because 322 more than
300 acres from which they would have earned something is now blackene:
and scorched earth, And think of the hardships this will imposé on

their families in the weeks and months to come,

We do not yet know who 1s responsible for this dreadful damaged



One thing we can all be certain of is that this was no accident; it
was carefully planned and carried out with deliberate malice, Some
people say the Ras Tafarians were involved; others say it was cane
cutters who hoped to get the larger amounts of money paid for cutting
burnt cane; and yet others say that the communists are at work, For
myself, I just do not know, .

The Sugar Manufacturers' Association has made e Tlat statement
saying that cutters are not paid higher rates fbf handling burnt
cane, They are paid the same rates, whether thé céne is burnt or
not, The management of Monymusk Estate also‘éaid that they had no
reason to think that any of their wePk Torce was involved in the
burning of the canefields; so thathwouldd seem to let out the cutters,

Now, if the communists had “se# their minds to such a campaign
of arson, believe me they woul@ not hesitate to do it. And the
.recent behavéour of somé™members of the Ras Tafarian cult - the
threats they've made, thelr hording of arms and dangerous weapons =
certain make them suspect., But it is up to the police to hunt out
the gullty partiés so that they can be punished by the law, Whatever
the reasonssthey may put forward for what they have done, their crime
is a mean and contemptible one because 1t will bring hunger and
misery ‘o women and children.

You will find people who will say this sort of thing is done as
a protest for better conditions, But do you create better conditions

I don't think so,
by destroying men's livelihoods?/I don't think those who fired the
canefields care anything for the good of this country and its people,
Goodnight,



No 53

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on

Friday April 29 at 6.15 p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: You will remember it was about 14 days ago, on
April 16th, that I told you about the Mortgage Insurance Bill under
which the Development Finance Corporation would issue insurance
policies on mortgages to buy or build houses., You will remember
that I told you that under this scheme you would only have to find
one-~tenth or even a little less of the cost of your houSe in order
to start building. (As you know, under the preSent ‘set-up you
cannot start building unless you can put down one third of the cost,
You will also remember that I expressed the ﬁéﬁ# that government
would ihtroduce something similar for lowerwincome housing.

Well, the Mortgage Insurance Bill .was debated in the House
of Representatives on Wednesday of this seek, and out of that debate
has come what is to me the most important piece of clarification.,

The Ministry Paper No.l3 which explained the Bill when it was
first tabled a little over & fortnight ago carried a clause, Clause(c)
on page 3 which said: "For-the present policies will be issued for
newly built houses only in the price range between £1,500 and £6,000",
It was this clause which made me say I hoped something would be done
about lower incomé housing because even £1,500 is too high a cost for
some of our peodple.

Now itewould seem that although this lower limit of £1,500 still
obtains under  the insurance scheme, there is provision for lower
income housing In the course of his speech on Wednesday, Dr. Glendon
Logan, the“lMinister of Housing and Social Welfare, said that because
of the acute housing shortage government will give a 100% guarantee
on houses costing between £700 and £1,500. If I am right and this
means anything, it means that people in the lower income group do in
fact come under a variation of the scheme. And this, to me and I am
sure to very many of you, is wonderful news.

It means that a man who wants to lend his money to build
houses costing £700 or £800 or £900 can now do so knowing his money
will be protected by Government guarantee. As you know, you cannot
really build a satisfactory house for less than £700 so I am in
favour of that as the lower limit. But what can you get for £7%r
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£800? I understand that those people in government who are
concerned with housing are now investigating the possibility of
importing prefabricated material that will be as reliable as steel
and concrete blocks without costing as much., Such material has
been successfully used in Britain, North America and in some
European countries.as well as Central America. With such material
it would be possible to put up a house of two bedroomsswith a
dining room, kitchen snd bathroom for about 900 pounds:” You will
have to pay down £90, and your monthly peyments wills/be, between

&5 end &£7 a nmonth, To me this sounds like realldy offering homes of
their own to 21l our people.

What I do hope is that we will not see whelesale speculation
in lower income housing, such as is now téking place in some of the
middle income houses, where a person _buys,a house, rents it out at
e high price and mskes a handsome profit/ out of the housing needs
of others., It is this sort of thing which pushes up the cost of
living. I should like to see theseyshouses sold only to people who
will live in them. I should like. to see government arm itself with
the power to withdraw its.guarantee from anyone who tries to make
e profiteering racket ott, of lower income housing. But the great
news is that lower inceme housing can be had .......G00dnight



R—

coples to be sent to you. @
bl

No 54

~4

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on '

Saturday April 30 at 6.15p. .
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evenffgi\/gghis radio stetion, and the sponsors of these

(/—;ommentaries and I have from time to time received requests from

listeners for Rarkizulax cdpies of particular com ‘:EE>es. We have
<§Er,e

therefore decided to have stencilled coples ma ending to
interested listeners., If you are one of th%\m would like to
have copies of these commentaries will y se write to me at
this station, sending me your addre’s@wé will arranée for

: Pt
NeW, this evening I thiw\ught to look at seme of the

things taking place in th?gér world,
' In the last few ere have been serious riots in South

Korea, These riots d\to the resignation of Syngman Rhee, the
immediate
President of the iblic of South Korea. The/cause of these

riots, as sqe:; ou may remember, was the presidential electiomns
o

five wee when the party in pover went in for bogus voting
on a large and shocking scale., Thousands of voting papers
were ely marked and £alsely cast., And so arrogantly certain

of themselves were the leaders of the government party that they
did not even try hard to cover up their fraud, It was this contempt
for them that really aroused the people's anger and started off
the rioting.

But behind these dramatic events is a long story of discontent
and misery for the mass of the people, and also a long story of
how a man who was once his country's greatest partiot and who épent
35 years of his 1life fighting for his country's freedom became so
corrupted by power that he was little less than a dictator by the



time the people forced him to resign earlier this week,

After the second world war and shortly after the communists
took control of all mainland China, the communists of Korea, with
the help of the Chinese communists, made a bid to take power in
Korea as well, Syngman Rhee led the resistance against them and one
of the most terrible civil wars was fought in which ean tried to
destroy Korean. The communists had the better ar 4:22)

se they
got their training and their weapons from the C\ communists;

and the Korean communists would certainly h quered the whole
country if the United States, and then th ed Nations, did not
step in and send an international ar ight on the side of the

non-communist Koreans, When peaqe}\ the country was divided
o

into North and South Korea: tw h was ruled by the communists,
and the people in the sout lected Syngman Rhee's Liberal party

: ;Zpended for its survival on United

g. This backing and support the United

States gave Syng 2e's government, It contlinued to back Rhee's
government even n i1t became clear that the mass of the people
were dissat ed with Xk that government. And when a newspaperman
asked dent Eisenhower about it two days gm ago he admitted that
the’N::>d States knew that Rhee had made 'mistakes' but explained
that his government did not want to interfere in the internal affair:

of that country. And yet South Korea came into being because the
A%h.\,_.

U.S. and the U.,N. interfered.” And now it looks as though the

&'
situation is ripe for the communists to exploit once agin because
the West did not interfere on the side of jJjustice and democracy,

Goodnight,
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