Raglime |
band...

ANORAMA is one of the most eagerly-looked-forward-to events
in pan land. It offers the steelbands an opportunity to test their
musical standards against one another, and to  earn themselves hand-

some prizes in the process.

The cuurmys steelbands are today hard at practice as they prepare

once again to do battle for top honours.

The will to win is the
driving force which
take some of their
sessions into the wee

small hours of the
morning.

Between 40 and 50
bands will enter Pano-
rama this yEar, Of
these, 12 will be sélect-
ed at the preliminaries
beginning on February
18. This number will be
reduced 'to seven _after
the semi-finals on
February 23

The BIG NIGHT — the
night of the Finals — is
February 25, at Dimanche
Gras. Panorama is being
runthis year by the Carni-
val Development Com-
mittee, in conjunction with
the Steelband Association,
headed by George Goddard.

The winning steelband'
will get a cash prize of
$1,000. The second prize is
$750; third $500; fourth
8%0; fifth $250; sixth apd
seventh $200 each. In ad-
dition, each band gets an
appearance fee of $500.

The birth md growth of
the steelb

v

Bmmﬁsbd-g-am
to measure the musical

standards of the steelbands,
Pamerama ' alse afferds an op-
portanity fer ome

with some degree of my
what the read mareh will be.

A preliminary survey this
Year, reveals that the fight so
far is a straight esme between
Kitchener’s “Miss Tearist,” and
Sparrow’s “Mr. Walker” and
“Wood in the Fl.re” ;

ever, “time of |

early sarvey, y.of the bands
were ulegd:d.:{n would be
their main tumes for the read.
Their decisions cam make a
difference In the evem

come.

make fascinating reading.
It is generally held that the

Ragtime Band"—with crude

tin pans, biscuit drums,
scrap irom-and any other
instrument which made

“noise" — was formed in
1906-37,

Though historians quibble
over  ths authepticity of
this point, it suffices that
the -steelband had  the
humblest of beginnings.
Within 30 years it has at-
tained u;gre:cdenud
longer are ‘its
nhm- outoasts. Its m

first _steelband “Alexander-




