
coyaba 

From: 
To: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Dear Henry 

"coyaba" <coyaba@cwjamaica.com> 
<eaep@eastafricanpublishers.com> 
Saturday, February 25, 2006 8:33 AM 
MINE BOY 

I 

You shoukl by now have received your copy of the signed new contract for MINE BOY. All that now remains is 
for me to receive your cheque/draft for US$250 for the deaJ to come into effect • • 
Sincerely 
Peter Abrahams 

- Original Message -
From: eae.Q 
To: Peter Abrahams,, 
Sent: Friday, December 09, 2005 1 :02 AM 
Subject: MINE BOY 

East African Educational Publishers Limited 
Brick Court, Westlands 
VVoodvale Grove/Mpaka Road 
P. 0 . Box 45314 00100 GPO 
Nairobi, Kenya 
Tel 254 (0)20 4444700, 4445260 Fax 254 (0)20 4448753 
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Chairman: HM. Chakava 

8th December 2005 

Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
PO Box 20 
Red Hills, St. Andrews 
Jamaica 
WEST INDIES 

Dear Peter, 

RE:MINEBOY 

EAST AFRICAN EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHERS LTD. 
SCHOOL UNIVERSITY & 
GENERAL PUBLISHERS 
Mpaka Road/Woodvale Grove 
P.O . Box 45314 , 00100 
Nairobi , Kenya • Te leph o ne : 
4444700, 4445260, 4445261 
Fax : No: 4448753 Mobile 
0722-205660, 0733-677716 
E•mail: eaep@africaonline .co .ke 
www: ea5tafricanpublishers .com 

Many thanks for what appears to be copies of emails addressed to this firm in the months of 
August and September. I did not get w see them. I don't blame anybody as I've been in and 
out of the office these last three months. 

I owe you two apologies. The first is in respect of the draft sem to you as advance against rhe 
Mine Boy contract. This draft should have reached you much earlier. Instructions were given 
to the accounts department in good time but, as I say, I was not here to make sure this was 
done. 

My second apology relates to the terms of the contract which are in conflict with what you 
agreed to. I would suggest that you replace IO with 5 years, and delete the countries Burundi 
and Rwanda. You can initial the cancel lat ion, sign the contract and send it back to me. 

It appears, also, that we are having problems with communication. I shall send this letter by 
DHL, by registered mail , and will also email a copy to you just to make sure that you have 
got it. I am very anxious that we finali oce this matter and will be grateful to hear from yo~1 as 
soon as possible. In the meantime kindly accept my apologies . 

Yours sincerely 

Henry Chakava 
CHAIRMAN 

------ -- .. . . 

Directors: Prof. S. Wandiga, Dr. B.E. Kipkorir, Hon. J.T. arap Leting, M. Nzioki, A.E. Muriithi, M. Njeru 
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toyaba 

From: 
To: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

"Coyaba" <coyaba@cwjamaica.com> 
"eaep" <eaep@africaonline.co.ke> 
Sunday, September 18, 2005 9:23 AM 
Re: Re; Mine Boy 

\ . 

I replied to you by email as follows on September 4, 2005: 

'Dear Monicah 
... , 

'My telephone number is (876)-944-4420. 

Page I otl. 

' I am surprised at OHL as they have made pr-evious deliver.ies using TARA a 
local carrier. They tend to want people to pick-up from their Kingstone office 
Nhich I cannot do. Peter Abr~hams." 

It would seem that you did not receive that email. I hope you get this one. Please 
et me know. 

~nd please ensure that OHL arranges lo pick up and return yoL1r documents after 
I have signed them otherwise I will return them to yqu by registered airmail via 
:>ur local postal system which is now reasonably good. 

----- Original Message ----- " 

''°" I ~...e_Q , ot 'ett~+Abs~tuun.i . , 
~ttll! ffi~ijy,· ~~pt~,-nb~r 16, 2005 12-02 AM 
$4-l>Ject: Fw: Re; Mine Boy 

Kindly revert to us. Your p~rcel is held up in J~maica a'waiting your 
communic~t~bn. 

Thank you. 

Monicah 
----- Original Messag~ ----­
t~m: eaeQ 

~~i~t!iy, Au~UM3b, 2005 12:2~ l>M 
sul>ject: Re: Re; Mine Boy 

Dear Peter 

We wish to let you know that we dispatched the contract to you by DHL about 
two ~s a-go. They have told us they are unable to access your premises 
and the parcel is already in Jamaica. Kindly supply us with your telephone 

9/21 /2005 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



'number we g'ive them so that they can contact you from there. 

Hope to hear from you soon. 

Monicah 
For: E.A.E.P. 

--- Original ~ssi:tge ---­
From: Coyaba 
To: ea.m1@africaonline.co. ke 
Sent: Friday, July 29, 2005 1 :32 AM 
Subject: Re; Mine Boy 

H.M. Chakava, Chairman 
East African Educational Publishers 
Nairobi, Kenya. "East Africa 

Dear Henry . - I • 

Page 2 of2 

My apologies for taking so long to answer your letter of June 9 with 
enclosures. Two hurricanes in two weeks early in the-seson upset things a bit. 

We, too, were glad to meet you, however briefly. 

On the business in hand I was pleased to see your royalty statements; still no 
such from our friend Ian, with whom I will do no further business until such 
things are forthcoming. 

The Mine Boy contract you entered into with Faber seems ~t to me. I 
suggest you split the difference on the 17,5% you pailtFaber and the 12.5% 
you offer me, and settle for 15% a net the lowest retail price possible. 

As this is a new contract I s.hall e~ct an advanc_e of not less than the amount 
you paid me on A Wreath for Udomo. The contract to be for the same 

. ten:itories ~n~ ,ni ,,rn, time p,rrod a& the earlier Fat>~r qe,~I. If this is 
~ ,~1~f,1$qfft - .uau qraw it: ua ,~d ~ i~tll sign. •• • 

. ~~,t ir,,cJ•r~-· rr- ., ''" , .. ~ •• 

Peter Abrahams 

.. 

..,.- ,""'~--,4 9it! l/2005 
__ .. ..,:;..~ 
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Dear Mr . Abr aha s , 

26 3 ....,a ge Ha l l , 
Cor nel l Uni vers ity , 
I j;haca , N. Y. 
7t h Feb . , 196 3 . 

Thanks f or y uur l etter of J an . , 23 . I d o appreciat e 
your pos it i on , and d o i ndeed welc ome it s pr omise t hat we 
shoul d expect somet hi ng soon . 

I t occurred t o 1e while I was r ee.di - g y our l e t ter 
t ha t :perha s you wer e a t wo r k on somet hi ng l i ke that i n­
dica t ed i n Mi ller and Ser geant ' s ''! Ori t i c.al Sur vey of 
_§o ut h African Poet r y i n Engl i sh . "We und er s tand" , t hey say , 
11 t a t N!r Ab r ahams has a ssumed r espoBs i bil i t y f or colle ct i ng 
t r ans l at ions of t he work of hi s fe l low Bant u poe t s , s o i t 
may n ot be l ong befor e we are a ble t o judge wha t prO · ress 
has been mad e . 11 p . 155 . -1aybe? liaybe n ot . 

Per haps I shoul d t ake thi s opport u_nity t o a sk one 
f ur t er qu esti on . I t i s a a t t er of dates a ctually . You 
were conne cteC with t he Da i l ,t Wor ke r f or some t i me a-_e:l p 
pr obabl y ~-ont ributed ext en s i vel y t o i t . I won er could -y ou 
gi ve me a 1~ oug:1 i dea what year ap d mI!lfi mont hs ·· ou worked 
fo r t h i s p per. 

I a. del ight eJ at t he oppor t un~t y I a likel y to 
have to 1eet y ou in the U. S. t his y ea r . 11 t he be s t mean­
while . 

your s s i ncere l y 
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.-,, ~ ~ ~ ,...., .,,..,, ~ ,...., -

263 Sage Hall 

Cornell Universit 

Ithaca , N. Y. 

U. S. A. 

rnr . Peter Abrahams, 
Coyaba 
Red Hi l ls P . O. 
St . Andrew 

' -
' Jamaica, VJ . l . 

~ Ai:ROGRAMME • PAR AVION • ' 
1~ # .ll l 'II I I ~ 
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1r . . J . C. Echer uo , 
263 Sage- He 11 , 
Cornell Universi ty , 
It a.c 2f' • Y. t 
u . ... . f . 

De""'r n"r . Echeruo , 

23rd J nu ry , 1963 . 

Thi i to a cknowledge , ra t er be­
l ntedly , your lette~ o f October 29 of 
1st ye2r . I not ure of just ho 
usefu I c n be t o you in your research 
into my pr st . I .fr iid I a much too 
ti e up ith too ~ ny thin g , in c l ing 
~tteffip ts t o o o e serious writi ng , to 
be be to sit don to write out the kind 
of de i l ed biogr .phic ~J. inform t i on whi ch 
I t ink you w nt . However , I hope t o e 
in the Uni te ~tate ~ome ere to rds t he 
en d of this ye r end i t mi ght be u e ul 
fro your point of view if e c oul d meet 
in order tha t yol.\ could e tr,..,ct such in­
form ion a~ you desire . I a m sorry i f 
this is not BAtisf·ct ory A you wou d 
l ike i t to ie but time is very serious 
probl rn for e . 

Yours incerely, 

PA/ul . 

<:==> 
Pe~~A rah s . 
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Dear Mr Abrahams , 

M. J . C.Echeruo , 
263 Sage Hall , 
Cornell University , 
Ithaca , N. Y. 
U. S. A. 
29th October , 1962 . 

Let me intnoduce m self . I am a Ni erian student at 
Cornell University , and I am doing m graduate work in 

1 
,,glish Literature . Just now I am lanning to write a fairly 
ong essay on your fiction in which I fuope to introduce 

some more biographical material than has been available 
to your reacle'rs and admirers up till now. Retµrn to Goli 
do~ ive some dates , but it certainly is not the kind of 

·i; ma erial you can speak of as biographical . Even Tell ..! reed om 
has its own sphere and leavei your career ( not our career 
as a novelist ) unplotted . Certain dates astand out : 1919 , 
1928 , 1930 , 1935 , 1939 , 1941, 1952 . But the detail s remain 
unclarified . 

I have tried here to get hold of back nos . of t~e ~aily 
iorker without success , but woul d still want to see some of yr . 
contributions to that paper before you left it . You certai nl 
have done a lot of writin - i n j ournals , etc ., and your B. B. C. 
and other scripts are not easily available . In ot her words, I 

' still have to establish your bi bliography . 
You can see how m1::tch I want to depend on you for t :.1is 

kind of work . I should l ndeeQ be ve~y grateful for any inform­
ation you could give me regarding your writing annd our lif e 
to enable me carr out a reasonably thourough j ob . 

I am leaving my specific querries out f or now till I heai:r 
, fr om you . I t was Ezekiel Mp hahlele , in act , who gave me yr 

.)llt,.,:.~ address in Jamaica . 

~, 
'.•• ~· , 

~-.... '<. 

: --~­- ·{._ 

ours sincerel , 

M.J. C. Echeruo 

i.\ --
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I thaca , NY ,. . 

Mr Peter ..Abrahams , 
West Indian Economist , 
Kingston , 
JAMAICA. UWI L

ibr
ari

es



11': . £i8r i o erti n 
Ed i z i ni Lavoro 
Vi fl Bon co .1 pa~n i 19 
0018 7 Roma 

Ita l y 

e Fir :.'ir . Ber t in, 

Coyaba , Box 20 
Re d Hills P. oi . 
S t. l n drew 

, ru':l i c a 

Feb na1y 4 , 198 7 

I h riv today advi s e d :,, i ~s J udi th Fi enn e s of 

FPber and F, ber 1 London of your reque s t f o 

pho t ogr a phs. As well As be i ng 1y English 

pu blishers FAbe s are a lso my literary agents 

an d I hav ~ent 11 ho t ogr aphs an d n g t i e s 

neede d f or publicity pur o ses NRR t o tbem i n 

conne c t i on wi th my l a t e s t bo o k , " The Vi e Fr m 
Co y F.J ba" . ( I hope · t h e y h a v e s en t y ou a copy of 

it by nowJ I sure ~ i s s Fi enn e s will l e you have 
t h e pho t ogr ap s a s s oon A S po~ s i b l e . 

I ~rr g l ? d t he I t alian edi ti on o f Te ll Fre edolli 

~ill be o t nex t month And I l oo forward t o 

e e ing it, An d I h ope i t wi ll do good busi n e s 

f or you . 

Be st regard s 

Your in cere l y 
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Prot. n. 0040/MB/tc 

Oear Peter Abrahams, 

Roma 19 gennaio 1987 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 

Cojaba 

Red Hills 

P.O. Box 20 

St. ANDREW 

eventually the Italian translation of }"our 

splendid book II Tel I Freedom 11 is forthcoming. It w i 11 be sent to the 

bookshops by the end of next month of March. I hope it wi 11 be very 

successful • I sh al I pr ·:lvi de to send to you regularly copy of arti c I es 

that wi 11 appear in Italian newspapers and reviews. 

It would be very apreci ated if you could send to us some 

photographes of yours for promotion purposes and one for me with 

your signature. 

Looking forward to hearing from you. 

With all best wishes. 

61)-/Y<J 

~-- • - 0 66 ·-rlc -c~ /4 
~ ... .we.~ 

' 
., :, r; ___ f w i ~k 'yR 1o ~ . 

- - ..... 

Yours sincere I y 

Mario Bertin 

~ \7..~~ 

. -~- . 

. t 

dizioni lavoro srl • 
ede legals via nicotera 29 roma 

. . lscrlzlone camera di commercio roma 495249 I 
/ • conto corrente postale n. 51702009 Intestate a 

~ ~·~, · I 
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Encounter 
25 HAYMARKET, LONDON, S.W.1. 

Telephone: Trafalgar 4561 /7667 

Editors : STEPHEN SPENDER and MELVIN J. LASKY 

Pe t er Abrahams, Esq., 
Coyoba, 
Red Hills, 
St. Andrew, 
Jamaica, West Indi es. 

Dear Mr Aorahams, 

Cables : ENCOUNTER LONDON 

21 December 1960 

I have long been an admir er of your writings and I worid er 
whether from time to time you would not have something for us to 
publish. I am myself going off to Africa in a month or so and my 

t,I '• I interes t i n this problem is v ery keen. Possibly you would want 
to participate in some of our symposia and round- t able discussions 
which we print from time to time. I am hoping to have a variety 
of views on the subject of"the African persona lity'~ bas ed on a 
sharp and stimul a ting piece by Elspeth Huxley. May I send you t his 
for comment? 

Yours sincerely, 

/4.9 
Melvin J. Lasky 
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Peter Abrahams, Es q., 

_ ................................... coy o 1:>a, ... Red .. Hi.11s., ........................ . 

St. Andrew _ ....................................................................... , .................................... . 
' I 

_ .......................................... Jamai.ca, ... w •. r .. ..................... . 

~ Second fo ld here ~ 

ENCOUUT :EJR 1 
Sender's name and address: ........................................................................... ........ . 

2 5 Haymarket ..................................................................................................................... 

................................................. Londo'n , .... S. W_.. 1 . ..... 

AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT CONTAIN ANY 
I 

ENCLOSURE ; IF IT DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGED 

OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL. 

[ 
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Dhe 'E,xperiment IN INTERNATIONAL uv1Nq 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
c/o The New York Times Magazine 
229 West 43 Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Mr . Abrahams : 

+ UNITED STATES OFFICE 

PUTNEY, VERMONT 05346 

802-387-5544 

April 16, 1965 

A statement* which appears toward the close of your excellent article, "We Can 
Learn to be Color Blind" in The New York Times Magazine seems so appropriate 
to The Experiment's aims and ambitions I would like your permission to quote 
it in a forthcoming issue of Odyssey -- with credit, of course . 

For your information I enclose background material on our organization. 

Cord7'~ ly yo,1,8 , 

/I;_\ J cfJt ✓ ' 
Reed Alvord 

,,,-

Director of 
Public Information 

* "I think the only way to make sure that we do not make such a mess is to 
keep on talking and thinking about the problems we face and to go on seek­
ing ways and means of making the kinds of human contacts across oceans 
and continents that will make each man recognize the rare and distinctive 
humanity of every other man." 

Enclosures 
About The Experiment 
1964 President's Report 
Winter 1965 and Autumn 1964 issues of Odyssey 
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.Dear "air - C., 

37 J e s -el Driv-e , 
Lo "hton, 
-Ssse • 

I ·ia:•e no 1 .finl s· ed my pi •ce o • wrl t i ng on J an.aicr,. nn..i _::: c..on ' t t i 1 .1. 

have ma.de a bad job of it. The ,:;opl e ·ue::re ho comr1i ~s ione d. m.e .u&.ve se n 6Ild 
&.,..1;:;roved t t1e manu--cr i pt and I era now ge t ting it, read.Y ~o.r· copi 'S t o be mu.Jo 
t hat rill be sent out to J • 1 aic&. . Pl ans here r-e to ave t , a boo1.: r ea - e ly 
next y •ar s t nat i 1.1 can b on sale 1:1.bout pr il. 

t-< • mind now t u.1·ns t owards J aw_aica i n t er 1 s of s e tti rig up • l!lti t :,ere nd 
int s cont ext I shoul' very much like t o c ry on t he conversut.,ion ve started 
and agreed t o carry on by pos t . iJo you ·emember. 

1 do not kno I how i' , • your f; l • ns h : ve 1;ro ·.r-~ssed concerni ng Publi c Opinion, 
(Inci<lenta. ly, t' ank yo . f r keeping me po ·t ed d t h i t . I.., • :.s mee.nt t at c.ve 
k ·t abreas t, oi t J. r.igs) and y ou booK u • s r ibut.ir16 1•OJ • ct . Ii' y0u Lti • • 
t hese t ing s in hand an . s t i ll pr opo. ctJ.rryi ~ em throug you mi g ... t b 
Iil.i nd ••• rn- .test c1.n tlmt t he p0 ·si i i ty o:t' somo so · · of job w u.d he.Lp 
enonr1 'u sl., es e ci t1.l ly rluri.ng the co , ·l y period of f irst set tling i n . Ot L:.e rli se 

n • t 11.~ve ·to . u t o.ff our comi r;g until ,,c i i:-:.ve accur:rul '..1.t-ed :J. deal "10:·e 
t han we no..r h ve . ,:e are t r yi _ very urd t o lee.v here before next 

v ... n;:.er S,;, t s ir,. "hia m,,y, ·l course, ~o be;; pos&lb'.Lo, but it wou~Jl -' sue 1 E:J. 

delight lbf it were . So pl ea e l e t rne know ho· .. y 1...1.r pl anG are g i and vhat 
p ::i;:;i bili t i e s , i i' ~-:r:1 , thur·o uhs i n t,hc.m fo • me . 

Li ·e Lk)l°$ .fU.·og e sses ;;..n I aill r;;oi -~ q_·L:i,· C ' ::ev J ...i::iuiCt.i•S ·,, 10 r :...u:tter 
me gr a" t ly by treating me t' a ' home boy '. 'Zo s.r·e 1 \ ry ..,..1 ase viti t 1 o 
success o •• J ohn ; eur ne ' s 1'i ·a ov-cl • ,-d hii1 :::econc. i ~ ·oc • vi11g c:.. vc' ' ine 
er ti c press . 

My hea. ·t i s , i f " ythi r.ag , more in J w't • ca no t .... , .. ..- e ., I l ,:ft ye . und 
I ·1a e e v · n i 'acted my fa.mi · y , ;i t my o· .. --r1 ior, 1.ng t £J t 0r0 . 
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. [ · ., S . D~n o l l v? 

Depu :; i::ca 1; - ·-1i.~ -Chi . ::: , 
' 1 r igv Li r tur .11 Mrig,::, zine 
4 ?ie tr.. i ·tr-1~aJ'f.t \l 
rrnscm~, J-1- 17? s R. 

-Fe bruflry 27 , 19G 

r 

9.'hi fl is to .cl{owle dg,e you+ letter, of Augu s t 24 , 1963 and t o 
ul'J. i J!r yo"v.. 8ll~ ,rou.1· rt~Pdt:l'i:l f .1. -~-~c.;_1• .Ln Cd ... cs~., :;.~1 wh~' G I am 
a ✓ng rlo " an d 11,h t I 'pli:-11 -co do in the :future . 

.., "'r •-1nkl y 9 I h Pve he s i t r::-, t d a bou·t answering yo·,xr .J.a t te.1. be cAus e 
't' I wcndr:r .d W! t:.:·~h1:;.r i,. vJ t 1 o wor t ~1 ay \,l .. i '-- ...:oi n · S • 11.f·kr all 9 

nu .hrive ::oublished, my books j_n English and _Rus sian edi tions 9 

y u .:.1P t: ... v.rn~c.i one i nt<J f , ::i.]·u 7 yotJ. .... ~v-o hitJ.e ,. ba:.ls t of on :? 9 
And in not one of thes Rcti vi tie • h vo you bo ·ther ed t o infor m 
..:.e er oena. 1!. ... e t:? copy o_:: ;f U.J..' e· ..._tio z;;.. Jf u,J w :r-::.t 9 .:,r p id .tt 
f or th use of rn. ebour·o . "Every writer wAnt8 to be p8i d f or 
Li s wo··k .,,~1<.:t .:.:vur· "e l f - 1.:., .. rnbCL::. H~· 11 _l cc1. wo-i.;. l.. ... .:. · 1t..:. publis ... _ r s 
to re "' e t he cou.r ,esy .q;esture of j_nformi:qg him of whr1 ·t; the y . re 

~1ng ~i~h his wor~ o ~ tn,~o t ~c Itibpb c tu I ~rva b ~ ~~ is ppointed 
· by f o,r:Le t pu li sher 0 nnd e (· i tors . . I hope you will accept t.ais 

1~ ...,r ~erl t~ ~ J. , u. 'e,,r \/J.J.:. l i .:.t stx .{ ~1=~1• z 9 I J::.,;,vc jone no .~j or 
er r:- tive wri t ing e InstePd 9 I edit· i for fo r ye.Ars a pub. icntior1 
cr-.1.-.:, \; ... e 1 11..S;;;,Llid L .1. L<:mowi B•;;~ i:dC:.iclr ccn ..... :.(..Cl't bl a.moun t 
of r~dio find te-'te ision work 9 ~,s we ll e s l\fr iJui ue; eccP.sion, l pieces 
oi' :::; ... Jr·~· ~.ritii ;i• • ~f c v .. rclE. wo\.A. c-: :. };,t'"f\.,,_,_r~<~ ts devote rr.or 
o • riy time to crea tiv e writing but ther is t~ie impor t8 t Ju~ ijter 
o f .. lnki tlg ' l..i.-·i1 i for o_ie 'b c.r .... .: l ;{ ~ ln :. :.·· f." h: L.Le s l .:ke y ou 
Rnd o~hers in our pprt of h e world h·d pei d me for using c y wor k 
I .. 11:::.ght i :r N~ ' u. hf 1a :.i f- b .. ~ 't0 :;,,r,enc.. ,;:.,,u ch : .. :c, ... e •.:;iL:E. on writing . 

A"" ::or u• .. no :fu.~ ... urc i1.., cone ·1":r.n~~ l l ' ::-- "l:: .:: ::--rted wo:."k on whPt 
1 c oni-d der ai-1 i m1Jortant nov el dealing wi -ch the si 1,Ufltion of the 
::xl .n n L1.1c1·::.."tiil;: in Sult.: .. ~ r ~1 "" :.. :.; -I; ·:fr:icr; i:: t.:.c ::... ,~~-t o-r the 
heig h tenin g anti - rPcial st.L· gg e in South Afr ico nnd t he de·1e .:.. p:.ng 
o..: .i.L C'1Jel,d(Sl1CO :in ~~.J~ .~f·~~ic~' o lil- b, .:.:,i_; t.2eL1:..! i~ . .'G', t h e se 
ri o:ri t i s adju1::t t hem3elves to t 1 evolut· on o f -~he n 1 A ::.."'ica 
··1 1 · •-:,.. • ._ • ..,.,.,1e-' o·-:o · .,..,. , .... · o -o , .... .,.,,,,n , ("-~- ... +,- ... ,.., -ihe Af=,· c ..,n ~,1-\....:.. '-1.l,c,V .J..'-· vt.., lJ.. J.. l • t.,.. v uv "- ftl i...,t .. ~• .._ __ -....,t.,.: .. ~ ,H. ~ .. 4_,.\.,, L,.; __ .r~ J..-. (.., 

T()n se s o Inevi t e bly 9 ti s v ill Also b ·· P. 2-tudy o· so1 .. e of "G!1.e t r i bril 
n1d t...,7·0u1) r.ari6. o-::I-;.e r· r·, ..:.1'10 .. ;:i ..... f ..__,:'.'c".>l c·.rr. .. ".. >,;k ":.:.· :,,.....,. L O-. ft f :ricA 
\'Vil],. be c onfronted 'Ni th i. th ... im1nedi~~~c po ·· t-in :lc. pc~ ctencc cr..:. o 
,ii 1 t.~ _;_ .:i h il o f cour .., ,; ;:;c '-...0 .:- .:_ -';/,. ,•..;1. -;.:! • ;.-1 ~1 "c .:.v.r·. !" n ~ _r .. :::; 1 f d;he 

_ novel . How long thid will ti;ok e v • 11 d -pend,'6 on -~r1c t· :rre c ri~1 
1 

U",..,•·-ot'~ 1·0 ., ,,_ ,-/ t 1"1· 11 1• ,:· '·i· -ii,..,-·+ ,..1 • .,;-. ._ (' ••fll'..,. S tt-..- • v V c u ..,;,.. V • ...L Jo.., • .u.. ...... v - , ,). • ""'v '-· ..., «- 9 ... .. . .,,, - 1.. - .J. .,f tL.L l :.;- V 

wou.ld l i e · to t/.drl zi: you will a.o so:re tli-' ng r •. r/v. t pr-yin 0 rr.e 
"'o:,:· 1:1y w0.l'lc . 

Yo1trs sincere ly 
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<< i1 HO C rf PA H HA 5I A l1 TEP AT YP A >> 

Jli1TEPATYPHO-XY ,ll,O}l{ECTBEHHblH 
H 

0 6W.ECTBEHHO-fl0J1HTH4ECI<HH 
}KYPHAJI 

"Foreign Literature• magazine 41 Piatnitskaya, Moscow B-I7 USSR 
Moc1rna ,~ 13-17, llHTH HIJJ<aH yJI., 41 ·-

M~~eter Abrahams 
37 ~easel Drive 
Loughton, •• Essex 
ENGLAND 

... , 
Dear 1lr .Abrahams; 

TeJI. B 3-51-47 
- -- - ·--- --- - -

,2¥" - ~ =-st=--- _ _ _ J963 z. 

This letter come~ to you _f'rom the Editors of' ttporeiga Litera­

ture•, a Soviet monthly pu.bliahed in Russian and featuring prose and 

poetry by . foreign. authors, as well as articles a;i,d essqa covering 

soeial and cultural aspecta of lif'e abroad. In view of the 

untlagging interest our readers . display in the work and creative 

ende«voUl'a ot the eminent foreign authors and tuous tigu.res 1n 

the field of cultue1 we are approaching you, among a D.Wllber of 

other well-known writers artists, coaposera, theatre and f'Ua­

directors with our two traditional questiona,. 

I. What are you 3Qing in your sphere of creative work now,'! 

and 

2. What are your plans and proapecte for the 1'lture. 

We hope for you kind consent to cooperate and are looking 

forward to receiving your reply. With best w4ahea 

S ~DangouloT 
Deputy Editor-in-Chief 
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Terry M. Rooney 
GAle Re~earch I n c. 

Aug ·s t 9. 1993 

Th mRj or mi stak e in your ms ( which I 

re t urn herewith) 1 8 t he credi ting to me 
of the l a ~t t wo novels on your list. 

I .m not the author of Tongue_s of .Fir~. 
I u_ not the author of Har d Rain. 

I know no t h i ng ebou t tne se t wo bo oks and 
ha~ e not even se en them. 

Your s sincerely 

Pe te;r A b 1-c 110rn s 
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Peter Abrahams 
Red Hills 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica, west Indies . 

July 22, 1993 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

Black Writers 

An entry has been prepared on you for inclusion in the second edition of Black 
Writers. a reference book designed to provide the public with information on a 
wide range of black literary figures. As a courtesy, Black Writers forwards to 
the author his or her sketch prior to publication. We invite you to take this 
opportunity to review the enclosed copy, amending or adding data as necessary. 

PERSONAL: Please provide your full given and middle names, complete birthdate 
and birthplace, parents' names and occupations; and, if applicable, spouse's 
name and occupation, marriage date, ' and children's names. Education : Note 
institutions atten.ded, degrees earned, and dates attended and dates degrees 
earned. 

ADDRESSES: Home, office, and agent addresses . Upon request, home address will 
be withheld from publication . 

CAREER : Employer, city and state location, position title, and inclusive dates 
for each career position . 

WRITINGS: Title, publisher, and publication dates for each work; please 
include full names of co-authors. 

SIDELIGHTS: Please do not hesitate to correct any wrong or misleadj ng 
information. Also, readers take a special interest in writers' remarks 
concerning their careers, writings, and interests; such comments can be 
included in this section . 

Please make your changes on the enclosed manuscript, or on a separate sheet, 
and return the copy in the enclosed addressed envelope. If more convenient, 
please call me at 1-800-347-GALE, ext. 1483, or fax us at (313) 961-6599. If 
we have ·not received a response within three weeks. we will presume that the, 
sketch is satisfactory as written. Thank you for your time and et:fort in 
helping us make your sketch as complete and as a~curate as possible. 

Cordially, 

~tn~~~ 
Ass i stant Editor 

G.Je Rrsearch Inc. • 135 Pmob8cot Building • Detroit, MI ~ 
(313) 961-2242 • (IOO) 347-GALE • Fu (313) 961-6599 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



I'.1r ., T . ·•e :; . J , 
111'' :-~:; ~- ,,., c..... Co 

..L .;.. ,. "" • '- .... ,A ... 0 ' 

H:->,rbc11 '.:'Jtl"OG t 1 
K j- ,,;e.~on . 

31st July 1959,. 

J do 1. ot '1..nt • u □0c1i1 di f'ficul t 
u t t:e rou. '.'7 i .1 r :fer- t o my not t o you 

on t h-8 ~\;olv 0 • otmdo ( ! o - ::::;t:in LG d i u-
cu;:isio71 9 you \;il 000 t hc, t n o 3neci~l , 
qt:i:_ li t;y noi:n " Jue 1 r:> s you n on ro.i oa cr: .. :ri.G 
U:Po -· '"olct on fL'1.t ~r t hc~ t it r.-:.r:w· :not 
\. :rt.. my r.1...:,.ilc ,,rj_·uire; f. r yo 1 foi· le t.J' • 

\'rit;:i..ng ~L J1y _bro:1d ",nc1 bu·[;tcr 
b 'Fij_ne;Jo 9 j o t n,n CH..1i -'Gj_r,.,:~ ·the Glee.nor i.; 
d·mu"' rJ 1 : C'J'.l t :orui' re .tto v ~ -1)nred to 
0i•'..J1.G rc,:_;r, .. c.1 ·tlJ.e 'or:::•c 11 , _·ticl o U3 2. 
0 c..:·r tt,.3 11 ,:-;i :'t "uo tl.e , Glennor n, t o r.ccc:,t 

i vc Ct'!. nc'l□ au '1 ° cor: tu:--c of cpii:rccia­
tj_ori. 11 :fror. ··; .... o G.lc ner ,. ~fo 1-e t•.:L., \.t ~ 
f''I d iu a. st:r·· 1 i ght :nv.:ii11orY..J i;:r•r1..11. :.:,~c•tio • 

ou l:110\. 1 • f0c ho ·"orc you. c:o:ririosioned 
m o 

, Y01.D. lJ oinc crol, , 
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Telephone 4606 

Cables:- Gleaner, Jamaica 

The Star 

Established 1834 - Incorporated 1897 

Mr. Peter Abrahams, 
West Indian Economist, 
(Upstairs DeCordova Agencies), 
Harbour Street, 
Kgn. 

Dear Peter, 

THE GLEANER CO., LTD. 

148-156 Harbour Street 

P.O. Box 40 

Kingston, Jamaica, W.I. 

July 28, 19 59 • 

The Twelve Guinea discussions we had 
were concerned with creative writing of a very rare 
and beautiful type, custom-conceived for a special 
purpose, for which we considered you as a noted 
author to be peculiarly gifted. To us there could 
be no connection, even remote, with having a say on 
the Worrell controversy. In future please 
stipulate your fee to avoid misunderstanding. 

Plea se say vb ether you prefer to 
reg ard the matter as done gratis, or whether you will 
accept instead payment of Five Guineas as a gesture 
of appreciation. 

Sincerely, 

The Sunday Gleaner The Overseas Gleaner Children's Own Pioneer Press Boob 
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6th N v., 1958. 

Herewith the piece. I hope it 1s what you wanted. 
Aft6r this trial wn I am inclined to think t hat I will 
need . little more space to deveiop t he char acter I am ~'}/ 
subjectedmore completely. Anyway let me know how you 
feel about this f'irst piece. You ar .i of' cours u,nd 
no obligation to either print it or pay for it if' you 
don't print it. 

Now a note about the financial aspect. I have 
gone i nto my free lance ~nmitments carefully and I do 
not t hink i t is going t o be finanoially wor th my wh11 
doing thi s for less than Twelv Pounds (S12. o. o. ) as 
I will hav to drop som thing e'lse that is worth about . 
t hat to me. I teel Twelve Pounds (£1~~ o. o.) should 
be my base minimum even for the trial four week period. 
If' this does no t suit then I am afraid we will have t o 
abandon t he proj ect as far as I am concerned. Anyway 
let me hear f'rom you. I am s orcy about only l etting 
you have it this morni • I forgot it at homey eterday 
morning in the rush to get the kids at school in time. 

Yours ever , 

Peter Abrahams. 
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Dear Peter, 

7 Fr e r e Road , 
I'arktovm West , 
Johannesbur g , 
Sout h Afr ica. 

14th J anua ry , 1965 . 

We sh0uld ve r y mu ch like to hav e you 
with u s in the anthology , and s hould l i ke a 
contribution to the "pe r sonal t estimony " se c t · on, 
if p ossible . I hav been r e r ead i ng "Tell Fr e edom" 
and "Return to Goli " wi t h an eye t o aski ng f or 
permission t o r epr int a n e x cerpt from one or t he 
othe r ; but , on se c ond t houghts, something new­
s ome news f rom you a t thi s stage i n your lif e and 
thought - i~ what we r eally need . 

Our deadline is March , so the r e would be time 
t o wr i t e something f or us ; or maybe y ou have some ­
thing alr eady wr itten? In the me ntime , we u r gently 
nee d to know wh t ou r contents list is likely to be , 
so could you let me know v ery soon what we may h ope 
to count on , f r om you? 

.. - ~ ·--- -. - ·~ 
With be s t wishes , 

Sinc e r ely , 

t /a1,:~ 

JJ . S . "Tell Fr eedom " is still a s tran gely moving 
b ook , with qualities the "es cape " bo oks that followed 
it hav en ' t got . 

1 
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.. ' 

Draft: 

Dear Sir/ Madam, 

e hope that you will have seen or eard the 

adverU.s ment set ut be low which has been pu lished in the 

pr ss and on the radios 

(advertisement ) 

In addition to the publi s ed announce ent above 

i has b en decided that t he Editorial Committee uld invi to 

c rtain wel lknown writers specifically to submit materi al . 

e should therefore like to taka this means of 

a kin you to send any submissions to The Editori al Committee 

a be earliest opportunity am. not l ater ha.n May 15th. 

It should be clearl y understood however that this 

sp cial i nvitation does not in any way imply that the work 

from th writers so invited wi l l rece i .ve any special conside r ation 

or treatment whatsoever . Thi s invitation is i ntended only to 

draw the a ttenti on of certain writers to the proposed Antho logy 

in the v nt that they may not have seen or heard the aaa•~ advertisement . 

Yours faithfully , 

A. L. H RIKS 
Ch irman , The Editorial Committee . 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



DRAFT: 

he ine rts estiv 1 Committee of th W.nistry of Development 
Q 

rd elf re ropos e& to publish a.n Anthology of Jamaican 

Li tera ure a.s a fe ture of the ine rt esti 1 to be ld 

in conj unction with too 9th . Central m ric n and Carib an 

Ga sin ugust 1962. 

Jamaican wr t rs, ineludin n v lists , histori ns , ssayists, 

poets nd short story writ rs , are invit d to au mit rec ntly 

written vork or e cer t fro proviously pu lis d i: rk for 

consider tion for inclusion in this Antholo • 

ss . shoul d ba aubmi tted immediately , o.n:1 n t later than a.y 

15th to: "The ditor ial Commit , nthology of J maican 

iii':a ture , c/ o inistry of velopment am 'elfare , 90 Hanover 

tre t , i ngsto • " 
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e • J • H l !Z 
S t. .P ,;, tr ic.n. ' s hu:r·ch 
P. O. ox 4 118 
Mu ul i r a 
2,Ar~ I .P-. 
C; ou tl er n Afri ca 

: ,e J::l r n v . Henze 

Yo ur letter of ~e pte~ ber 2 st hRs 
f i P.Ell l y 1· ec l:..ed me. l t~ope "tr1 e d l8y ir. 
n:y re pon lj e ha s not upljet your plA.rJ..; . 

You ao of c ou.n,e na v e U,y perrr, j _:;.;i:d o 
t o re rod ce pagEis 115-116 o f VlINE .BOY 
f or your sctw ol au t ho l ogy, .1. ree of x 11:lllX 
chr-r g • 

I em s en di ng e copy of t hi s no te as 
we 1 RS your letter to the :Permi usi ons 
MAn ager at F ~ber & Fober a e t , e wo l d 
nor mally deal wi t h a .1. l ·nch m ~ ·t ters; but 
yours is a spec j_ l ce.se. 

Yours sincer <~ly 

Pe ter Abrah::ur. s 

' 
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