
. .... 
, _ 

• 
There ' s a considerable row eninc on a.t t e Commonwea~t.h 

Prime ,anisters ' Cor-ference as o whE!t 1Pr the nion of Sou h 

Africa shou conti ue to re~nin a member of the B-itish 

Commonwea th of ~tions • ' 
. t first glance it ~oul seem 4 hat the issue is a fairl 

si~ple on e o Jrinciple. I n a Commonwealt that con .. ains m"lli ons 

of coloure peor,le, a .d a number of Negro nations , is it ~ossibl 

t o include a country like th"I Union whose _:io icy to 11ar s no .- wM tes, 

the vast ma·ority of its peop e, j s re ressive, un just an , indee, 

thoron,..;h J disre utnble? 

t 

But a moment ' s thou!_:ht .._..il show ou t hat i ' s not , unf ort un ""-je-
ly, as simp e a s that.. •r. fa c ~illan as vie 

peop e, be ieve that me" y +.o 8Y.JO Sout A:f:ri ca wi1J ;1u1 ve 

m~e ties , both economic an s cho oe;ica. , which inl t e 

CommonvreR t h MA:,r re rwt er v·• gne Pr 

neve~t e ess rPa • 

rnost, u: rn-i .ten , bi...t t <}y a::.·o 
C· 

So J.one as a country if' a member .:> f' t:..e Commonweal th , ma , 

nubt e p assures can be bro~ ht o bear u_on it . f So t 

Af ' ica remairs n , here is a l ope that 0 . onwea t h an. worl d. 

opil. i on wi combine t o f orce her to be ave be+ ~er. Otico the ' ,, o~ t , 

i t wi 1 bet verJr much more dif ficu t to bring these ressures to bear. 

Besi es, it must e ren cm ere that shot - ~ me ·o 1a l ie 

e~ru ~i on, or oycot.ts, hurt our rjen s as muc ar they too 

enemies . I t i s easy for J a .rr:a.i ca to ma~e the no e esture of boy--

cottfo~ South Af'ri ca when we haye no trac e vri th South Afri a a.nyvmy. 

I often wonder if we I d have be n so nob e had So• t Af rica been on 

o ou= maj or ex2ort mark ts. here is ~l ready a serious 

-f'Ji ._;bt of capital from South Afri ca, an a imini~ho f cw o rew 

I f expuJ sio or boycot -s were eeriousl tv affect 

Seu th African indus tr , t he resul tin unen .loy,nont an 

hit t e neero a.nd co oured :,eo e f • st, an har dest. 
overt wou 

t woul c. a Fo 

hit t e .:;ne ifih S?uth rrjc s w o, by a. d large, together wi t h t e 

An0 ·l j can lm.1'c ; have been f i eht in the Boers a~ 

co oured peo l~So 

e s id.e c-f t e 
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some other wea on wl· i ch wi act selectively upon the Bo1:1rs, wi t ou t 

<> t the same time , ike ex u' sion and bo~rcot+s, harmin t 1e very peopl e 

we want t o be . • 

-t: ' s 9. ,_,ood +,hin.; t½at 1.hAN~ i F' a " i rst C ass ro" e;oint., on abou 

So th Africa ' s r acia o]icies . One ho €IA that ihere will be 1ent 

of a.in fl eaking. But it must be ~emembere that if a ll the coi.ntries 

in A rica that act oprressive1y agai nst Africans were to be ex e l ed, 

we could not loeicall pick U'.lOn Sou th A r i ca al cn ~ Sir 

Roy Velens~ of the entral African Federation is not much etter. And 

if enia_ of ci vi i erties and ar ja.ment<try nemocracy is to i nvite 

i mme iate eYpul sion, t hen Ghana woul~ have t o be expel e too , for t her e ' s 

ittl e to choose between the atti tudes of Nkrumah and erwoer . 

are both dictators. The only di f~erence bctwen them is their colour. 

The fact of the matter is tha.t nowhore in Africa. today, with the 

except ion of Njeeria an a few places sti]l under Colonial Cffice rue , 

is there ver mnch ten erness for the rights of the o dinary Af'rica 

to free om and eoocra cy as we know it . 

terri tories which have Lained, or al rea 

This is es ecial y tr\1e of the 

have, f ull ee f-goverrunent. 

uet very bore b t hose sent i ment al but simple souls w.o thi ~ t hat 

because an Afric l eader i~ black he is autoroat.ically a champion of 

the freedom of Afrj c, .s and t hat if he ' s white he's au toma ti cal 1 A 

ictatc r , or vi ce versa. The beat ho e f or Af rj ca, and Pr i me !.1'ir i.st er 

ia.cMillan r ealises it, , is to kee them a l within the Commonwealth, so 

that in time, we hope, all will come to realise, withjn t heir own 

ter1'i tories, those ideal s of f ree OI!l a.nc ecency to which the people 

of Africa rjehtly aspire . 

n the meantime a g~od row at the Conf erence will do much to clear 

the air. :But et us not eceive ourselves that a com lex problem can 

be so ve by a.n over-simp i f ied so ution. 

15th •arch, 1961 
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