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Chancellan, Mx. Bascoe Felder has contributed several
decades of energetic creativity in a variety of areas. Entively
self-taught, he is a multi-talented and internationally
acclaimed painter, dancer, castume designer, chareagraphiex,
anchestra leader and pianist.

Bown in IJuinidad in the 1920s, he displayed
unmistafable axtistic talent by the age of five. With a perfect
ear and ability te play from memany, he developed rapidly
as a pianist and was playing professionally by the age of
nine. By Waorld War 11, with Umerican bases established in
Tuinidad, ke aived his awn programme an the US (umed
Fonces Radic Station, and painted cammissioned portraits
that sewicemen would send hame to their families. Then, in
1946, a visit te Mantinigue impased an influence not anly on
Afro-Canibibean and unigue pewsenal style. wareness of
Afro-Caribliean dance shaped him as dancer, choreographer
athiens, including his buather - Geoffrey Folder, nated dancer,
chorneagrapher and actox.




By 1947 ke moved to New York, danced, taught, and
then maved to Londen in 1950. Fbere he foumed his
Caribliecan Dancers and began twenty years of acclaimed
perfaumance in London clubs, caliarets and theatres, at times
before nayal audiences. Bescoe Ftalder and his wife, Shiela,
perfonmed before Queen Elizalieth at fex conenation in 1953
and again in 1955, by Command FPerfoumance. With his
Caritiican Dancers, Poscae IFHolder made numencuws
appearances on television shows and films, and fosted his
cwn television shaw (Bal Crecle) en BBC TV, thraugh
which he introduced the steel pan to England. Fe alsa
weached an intennational audience through successful tours
thuoughout Eunape, Egypt and the Canilibiean.

Fis stature as a painter is ne less significant. Fis work
his paintings for their peumanent collection. (nather was
presented as a wedding present by Sin Elis Clarkte, then
Puesident of Trinidad and Jebage, ta Prince Charles and

Puincess Diana in 1951.

By 1970, however, Bascae FHolder had retuined to
Juinidad. Fe appears to have decided, life the poet, Julian
Grenfell that,

... Uife is colour and wavmth and light,
Und a striving evevmare fou these.

Sa he has since cancentrated an his paintings, which
Canada, Venezuela and the United States. Fe has passed
kis Galden Unniversary as a professional painter and fhas
apened his cwn studie[galleny in Parnt-of-Spain, ta mark the

Bascoe Falder has been recipient of numerous honawrs:
Juinidad and Jebage Fumming RBinvd Medal, 1973,
follawed by Venezuela's Onder of Francisca de Miranda;




Washington D.C. Qward for contriliution to the (ks in the
Cavitibean; the Sunshine Special Recognition lward for
beritage of the Canibibiean, 2002. In Philadelphia, with his
brother, Geoffrey, and sen, Chuistian, fie was awarded the
Dreael Univewsity Quward for Intexnational Excellence.

Chancellon, I present Mr. Bascoe Falder, and ask: that
The Univewsity of the West Indies, you confer on him the
degree of Dacton of Lettens, Aorovis cavsa.
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