
INTRODUCTION. 

The investigations on the Mitscherlich Method of assess­

ing the nutrient status of soils carried out this year at the 

Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture have aimed mainly at 

ascertaining what modifications in the technique are necessary 

before the method may be successfully put into practice under 

Tropical conditions. They have not been concerned with 

1. i tscherlich's Theory, which has been accepted in i ts entirety. 

Briefly the experiments have entailed the trial of Para 

Grass as an indicator plant and an investigation of the 

question of Minor Element deficiencies,ana they may be regarded 

as the continuation of previous work done at the Imperial 

College. In addition an investigation of the Phosphate 

status of a composite sample of Antigua Calcareous Clay soils 

has been carried out. This, in the writer 's opinion, 

constitutes a new problem ana i t  is therefore proposed to 

divide the present paper into two parts.  Part I  dealing 

entirely with the continuation of previous work ana Part II 

with the new problem. 

PART I ,  Continuation of Previous work. 

(A) GENERAL TECHNIQUE. 

Since, a complete ana detailed account of the Mitscherlich 

technique is given by Stewart (21)and the general modifications 

in use at the Imperial College have been recently reviewed by 

Inniss^ia) i t  is not proposed to deal further with them here. 

The method of watering is however of sufficient interest to 

justify especial mention, particularly as i ts soundness as 

practised at the College has been in some doubt. 

Watering. Mitscherlich recommends the use of distilled water 

and 


