INTRODUCTION

In its sccond Five-Yoar Plan tho Government of Trinided and
Tobago stresses the need for the developnent of the cgricultural
scotor of the cconomy in an offort to rcduce imports of food, achieve
o greater degree of sclf sufficicncy and to alleviate the balance of

poynents probleon.

Of o total consumption of approximately 11 million lbs, of
pork products, Trinidad produccs only about two nillion lbs. Any
incroase in the productivo officicncy of agriculture can meke o

significant contribution towards thc economic dovelopnent of the nation,

Reoent interost in pig production hes been stimulated partly
by the Government's actions and partly by the necds of the farmers to
diversify production and undortekc new forms of sgriculturc. Pig
production in Trinidod is cxponding rapidly end, following in tho
footsteps of the poultry industry, will roach sclf sufficicnecy within
the noxt fow yoars. With pig production on the verge of a minor

revolution, the necd for rescorech and investigotion is of parsnount

importance.

Part I of thc Report investigntos the theorctieal aspocts of
fooding officicney in pig production, and illustrotes its oconomic
importance. Foctors affocting fooding offiecicncy arc also discussed
and ways in which thesc oon be influcnced arc suggested. Porticular

roforeonce is medo to the roduction of food costs by tho usc of loeally

produced feed ingredients.
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Part II investigates the actual foeding efficiency under
both commercial and exporimental oconditions. The deta illustrates the
inpact of food conversion ratios and ration costs on the margins over

food cost and the consequent profitability of pork production.

Suggestions for reducing production costs and improving
officiency arc also discussed. It is hoped that the information and
discussions will be of usec to the commercial fornmer in inproving
ccononic efficicncy, and to the rosearch worker in stimuleting roscarch
and outlining the possible dircction of future investigations. It is
also hoped that this study will encourage the feed manufacturers to
investigate the use of locally produced foed ingredients, so that the

future prosperity of the industry will no longer be burdencd by high

cost foceds.




