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CAFRA News is the quarterly newsletter and pri-
mary networking tool of the Caribbean Association
for Feminist Research and Action (CAFRA).

Its main purposes are to:

- Inform members and other interested persons
about the activities and programmes of the asso-
ciation;

- Provide a forum for discussion and debate on key
issues of concern to women in the region;

- Promote the sharing of experiences and foster
links among individual feminists, activists and
women's organisations;

- Assist in breaking down language barriers in the
region

- Stimulate women's creative expression; and

- Contribute to the development of the women's
movement regionally and internationally.

We welcome letters, articles, poems, reviews, opin-
ions and artwork for editorial evaluation and selec-
tion. The newsletter committee has a final right to
edit content and to reject material not appropriate
for publication, e.g. that does not further the aims
and objectives of CAFRA and promote a spirit of
sisterhood; or ‘that is racist, sexist or "maternalist"”.
Individual authors and reviewers are solely respon-
sible for views and opinions expressed in published
articles.

Articles and photographs from CAFRA News may
be reproduced provided appropriate credit (author/
source) is given. 5
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Editor's Note

Since the CAFRA office is located
in Trinidad and Tobago, we have
chosento concentrate alarge part
of this issue to reflections on the
attempted take-over of this coun-
try by Abu Bakr on July 27. In-
cluded are ourown pressrelease;
some thoughts from CAFRA Sec-
retariat member Rhoda Reddock,
and from Michael Ramcharan of
Collaboration for Ecumenical
Planning and Action in the Carib-
bean (CEPAC) Network; andparts
of a statement made by some
Caribbean nationals based in
Washington, U.S.A. There are
lessons herethatneedtobe learnt
notonly by our own country but by
the region as a whole.

The issue also contains updates
on two of our projects - Law and
Agriculture - and a look at the
situation of women in Dominica
and The Bahamas, as well as our
regular features.

Sadly (for me), this is the last
issue of CAFRA News that | will
be editing/producing as |am mov-
ing out of the region (to Mexico).
I've thoroughly enjoyed the time
I've spent working on the news-
letter and seeing it develop; fortu-
nately, its being left in very good
hands, so look out for signs of a
new guiding hand from the next
issue.

Tina Johnson
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| continue to enjoy your newslet-
ter and find the articles very inter-
esting and informative. However,
as a West Indian woman of col-

over the current use of the term
“gender” and development, or the
use of the term “gender” when
referring to women.

| realise that lately this term is
used by academics and govern-
ment officials. However, |1 do not
find it appropriate. The word
“gender” is a neutral term which
refers to one’s sex, i.e. being ei-
ther male or female. Hence the
word “gender” when used in the
context of women’s issues de-
tracts from our concentration on
women’s experiences in particu-
lar.

As your newsletter is meant to
empower women, | see the dan-
ger of falling into the trap of using
government and academic jar-
gon. Women in developing coun-
tries need to push their struggle
ahead by continuing to focus on
their issues, and part of that is
using precise terminology.

Charlene Shehnaz Ali, Ontario,
Canada.

| wish to commend Tracey
Johnson for the beautiful cover
illustration she gave us for the

newsletter'sissue on Women and

our, | must express my concern’

Eeedback @ -
—

Health. As women’s issues in
health mainly centre around our
reproductive organs and the
whole reproductive system, illus-
trations generally tend to play with

- those parts of the female body

directly. Tracey’s illustration in-
corporates the beauty, keeping
the organs and the system inside
of that, suggesting the importance
of caring for all of it to keep it
beautiful. Thank you Tracey.

Sonia Cuales, Trinidad and To-
bago

We of the Movement for Black
Women's Identity are aware of
our history of oppression and
discrimination in all its manifesta-
tions. We have emerged with the
motivation to develop alternative
policies on the problems of race
and gender which would allow us
to recover from the traumatic his-
torical memories of our past, and
through this build our true iden-
tity.

We are interested in initiating a
process of interchange of experi-
ences. This should enable us to
identify some mechanisms or
medium of permanentaction such
as bilateral meetings, exchange
of magazines, books and videos,
as well as participation in each
other's activities.

Claudia Valdez, Apdo. Postal 130-
12, Santo Domingo, Dominican
Repubilic.



he law and sexual offences

by Roberta Clarke

The ‘Women and the Law’ project
has stirred up a lot of enthusiasm
and excitement in the region. It
has several components, includ-
ing the production and dissemi-
nation of popular education ma-
terials on legal issues affecting
women; and the development of
training programmes for organi-
sations whose work brings them
into contactwith womenwho have
legal problems, e.g. trade unions,
halfway houses and rape crisis
centres. '

In addition to these two compo-
nents, CAFRA in collaboration
with the Rape Crisis Society of
Trinidad and Tobago will be host-
ing a conference in early 1991
which focuses on the legal issues
surrounding sexual offences and
the work of rape crisis centres in
the region. The proposed dates
are January 28-29-30.

The aims of the conference are:
i. to situate the extent of sexual
violence in Caribbean society and
to explore the manner in which
the same has been confronted by
non-governmental organisations;
social work agencies; the police
departments and the judicial
administration;

ii. to discuss the legal issues
inherent in rape crisis work and
other sexual offences with the
view to developing proposals for
legislative and judicial administra-
tion reform; and

iii. to share the outreach experi-

ences of rape crisis centres in the
Caribbean region so as to de-
velop strategies for maximising
the impact of advocacy work.

The target participants are rape
crisis centre personnel (both the
legal advisers and the outreach
workers); organisations whose
work focusses on the women and
violence issue; police - depart-
ments; judicial administration
personnel; and social workers.

We would like to make this con-
ference a truly participatory one.
We wish, therefore, to have in-
puts on the agenda, and to iden-
tify plenary speakers, workshop
faciliators and other resource
personnel. Also, in order to pro-
vide an indication of the magni-
tude of sexual offences in the
region, CAFRA is preparing a
backgound paper which will in-
clude statistics on the number of
rapes and other sexual offences,
the number of complaints/charges
laid, the number of prosecutions
of such offences and the number
of convictions for the period cov-
ering the last decade. To facili-
tate this compilation, we are ask-

ing national representatives from

each country to collect and for-

ward such statistics to the CAFRA ;

office.

Roberta Clarke is the ‘Women
and the Law’ Project Co-ordina
tor.

projects update —

CAFRA NEWS
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by Joan French and Nelcia Robin-
son

Dominica: getting
on stream

The 'Women in Caribbean Agri-
culture' (WICA) follow-upin Dom-
inica was disrupted by the May
election and has been further held
up by lack of programme staff in
some of the key organisations,
such as Small Projects’ As-
sistance Team (SPAT) and
the Social League. Staff va-
cancies have now been
filled, and things are ex-
pected to be on stream by
mid-September. This will
pave the way for completion
of the credit directory for
women; the airing of the
radio series for women in
agriculture (Dominica Na-
tional Council of Women);
and the analysis of the find-
ings of the Survey on the Ef-
fects of Aerial Spraying
(SPAT) which will hopefully
give more detail on the ef-
fects of aerial spraying on
vegetables, mostly grown by
women. This was one of the
problems identified in the WICA
research. The conclusions of the
study by the International Fund
for Agricultural Development
(IFAD) on how women are af-
fected by land reformin the Grand
Bay area are still being awaited.
This research was conducted with
the assistance of Development
Alternatives, one of the members
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ork on WICA

of the follow-up team.

Martha Joseph, researcher in
WICA Phase |, has continued
mobilisation towards work on an
organic vegetable growing proj-

ect in her home community of.

Marigot. To further prepare her
for this work, Pensey, as she is
affectionately known, attended a
two-week course in co-operative
developmentin Zimbabwe in July.
This was followed by field work

Rini Templeton

with two women’s groups in
Botswana, a women'’s bakery co-
operative and a horticultural proj-
ect.

St. Vincent and the
Grenadines: action on
the land

The project proposal submitted
by the Committee for the Devel-

projects’ update —

opment of Women (CDW) to
HIVOS received favourable con-
sideration, and funds were ap-
proved for administrative pur-
poses. In addition, WAND had
already allocated technical and

~ financial assistance for commu-

nity mobilisation specific to the
WICA project.

CDW has continued to maintain

contact with the communities of

Lauders, Orange Hill and Buc-
cament, and community
women have beeninvited to
participate in, for example,
Women’s Day celebrations
and activities organised by
the Caribbean Network for
Integrated Rural Devciop-
ment (CNIRD).

Orange Hill has been the
community of highest focus.
The community took action
of historic significance when
the people, mainly women,
claimed a large area of land
for housing purposes. They
were subsequently given
permission by government
and the management of
Rabacca Farms to occupy the
land. To reinforce their claim,
CDW felt that the most meaning-
ful contribution to the project at
that time would be to assist with
trucking of stones to the individ-
ual lots.

Regular meetings were held with
the women during this period.
Subsequently, a committee com-
prised of representatives of agen-



cies working north of the Dry River
discussed the Orange Hill situ-
ation and gave needed guidance
to the community. A block-mak-
ing project s currently in process.
Blocks are built on a community
basis to be distributed to prospec-
tive householders. An architectis
also preparing a blue-print for a
model house on which residents
can pattern their individual hold-
ings.

The WAND Consultant is ex-
pected to commence training fol-
lowing the appointment of a Field
Officer.

Priscilla MacDonald from the
Orange Hill community has been
invited to attend ‘l am Your Sister:
Forging Global Connections
Across Differences”, aconference
celebrating Audre Lorde and her
workin Boston, U.S.A. from Octo-
ber 5-8, 1990. The organisers
read about her involvement in the
WICA project in CAFRA News,
and want her to share with the
other participants the experiences
of the land struggle in Orange Hill.

Belize: completing
the proposal

The Belize Rural Women’s Asso-
ciation (BRWA) has completed
the redraft of the preliminary proj-
ect proposal for WICA - Belize
after lengthy and careful prepara-
tion involving CAFRA and local
non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) and government agen-

cies.

The preliminary research on the
situation of women in agriculture
in Belize continues, and the re-
port is expected soon.

Trinidad and Tobago:
seeking assistance

CAFRA is seeking the collabora-
tion of the Caribbean Network for
Integrated Rural Development
(CNIRD) in getting this project off
the ground.

Suriname: sample
survey

Suriname has requested assis-
tance with a sample survey on
“The Social and Economic Posi-
tion of Women in Suriname”.
CAFRA has spent material from
WICA Phase | and is considering
sending someone to Suriname to
assistwith projectpreparation and
research design as requested.

Joan French is the WICA Project
Co-crdinator, while Nelcia Robin-
son is the Co-ordinator of the
CDW, St. Vincent and the Grena-
dines.

projects’' update —

Products of the '"Women in
Caribbean Agriculture'
research/action project

Reports:

Country Reportsfor Dominicaand
St. Vincent and the Grenadines
(approx. 300 pp each) at a cost of
US$10.00 each, and the Overall
Report and Summary of Main
Findings, by Joan French (75 pp)
at US$5.00, are obtainable from
the CAFRA office.

Videos:

‘The Unending Day’, St. Vincent
and the Grenadines and ‘Famn
Té’ (Woman of the Earth), Domin-
ica are obtainable from the Com-
mittee for the Development of
Women (CDW), P.O. Box 554,
Kingstown, SVG and Small Proj-
ects’ Assistance Team (SPAT), 6
Fort Lane, Roseau, Dominica re-
spectively.

Popular Education Booklets:
‘Dis a Hard Wuk, St. Vincent and

the Grenadines and ‘Famn T¢’,
Dominica (see addresses above).
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eflections on the attempted coup

Committed to
widespread
‘participation

CAFRA news release

On 27 July, 1990, Trinidad &
Tobago witnessed the dramatic
capture of its Prime Minister,
members of his Cabinet, and other
members of Parliament in an at-
tempted coup d’etat by members
of an lIslamic fundamentalist
grouping known as the Jamaat-

Rini Templeton
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al-Muslimeen. The state-owned
television station was also seized
andthe Police headquarters burnt
down.

The insurrectionists, led by the
charismatic Imam Yasin Abu Bakr,
were all male and many in their
teens, some as young as age
fourteen. It has been reported in
the local media that the stated
motives for this action ranged from
the desire to practice theirreligion
without harassment, to a concern
for socio-economic oppression
andinequality atthe national level,
to the establishment of an Islamic
fundamentalist state.

Throughout the five days of the
crisis, members of the govern-
ment not in captivity remained in
control with the support of the
armed forces. By 1 August (ironi-
cally, this day is commemorated
annually as Emancipation Day),
all the hostages were freed and
the insurrectionists incarcerated.
But the action took its toll on the
national psyche as a number of
persons were Kkilled (including
civilians, Jamaat members, and
members of the protective serv-
ices); there was widespread loot-
ing; and the country remains in
the grip of a State of Emergency,
with all fundamental rights and
freedoms contained in the Con-
stitution suspended.

There is now need for deep re-
flection on the causes of this inci-
dent and the impact thatitis likely
to have on the socio-political cul-

| ture of Trinidad & Tobago. What

is abundantly clear is that the
action cannot be satisfactorily
categorized anddismissed as just
the work of a small fanatic clan.
Whilst it was that, it is true that at
least part of the group’s concerns
about the government’s insensi-
tivity to class inequality and the
effects of its Structural Adjust-
ment policies on the poor are
widely shared by the population.
Therefore even while Trinidadi-
ans and Tobagonians recoiled in
the face of the Jamaat’s guns and
tactics, and condemned them,
some of their stated concerns are
not without societal support and
legitimacy.

The national chapter of CAFRA
members has beeninvolvedin an
umbrella grouping of peoples’
organisations of which the Ja-
maat is a member. This grouping
has been calling into question the
government’'s economic and
social policies, and proposing
alternatives. Because CAFRA is
committed to participating in the
creation of people-centred devel-
opment alternatives, we cannot
support the non-participatory and
violent process to achieve social
and economic transformation
used by the Jamaat.

CAFRA remains committed to the
development philosophy which
calls for the widespread partici-
pation of all segments in the soci-
ety in national decision-making.
We remain convinced that a
people educated and conscious



of all the developmental options,
and who will take collective action
is the bestguarantee to achieving
sustainable economic and social
democracy.

Backs against
the wall

By Michael Ramcharan

Whatbegan as adecade of hope,
independence and people’s
power ended with a roll-back of
such and the 80s are now being
perceived as the decade of dev-
astation. Grenada 1983, Nicara-
gua 1990; militarisation and con-
servatism; economic chaos and
debt crises; CBland Enterprise of
the Americas; backyard; basin
and lake; market force economy
and fall of “Eastern Europe” are
some of the tragedies which our
Caribbean faces as we move into
the 90s and beyond.

One Prime Minister has been
known to say that 80% of our
agenda is sct by external forces
and we should be careful in plan-
ning the rest so as not to lose all.
The impotence with which our
people have been forced to live is
due not only to the ever-bullying
USA, but also to the failure of our
leadership to chartnew directions.

Powerlessness as a sense of not
being able to rise above the ills of
the region is a pervading factor

which is now being promoted by
several regional agencies offer-
ing integration as the only viable
solution. But what of the ground
work? What of the ethnic rival-
ries, the misperceptions that cloud
the class issue? They have not
been worked out to be the foun-
dation for a wholesome Carib-
bean civilization.

The reality evoked a response
(beginning 27 July, 1990) which
was dramatic and potentially
destructive, but reflective of the
region as one where the vicissi-
tudes of life force our people
against the wall, there to react
erratically, dangerously and su-
icidally.

The week leading up to 27 July
was a particularly terrible week
for us in the “saving sector”. We
were swamped with requests for
assistance as parents pursued
the results of the 11-plus exami-
nation (an entrance exam to
Secondary School level). Hun-
dreds of parents were asking for
transfers of their children to more

recognised schools or away from
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the coup

those with bad reputations. Mainly
assistance was being requested
for the purchase of books, uni-
forms and food. The food cartons
provided by St. Paul's Anglican
Church, for example, could only
satisfy a quarter of the requests
by parents. By midday Friday, we
were depressed, appalled and
grieved at the suffering of God’s
people.

Other colleagues were equally
depressed, for across the coun-
try, across the denominational
lines, our people begged for the
barest necessities to satisfy the
demands of a “normal” life.

CReturn to “Normalcy”

The most identifiable cause for
these ills in our reality is the intro-
duction of fiscal measures de-
manded by agencies to which the
present government applied for
rescheduling of loans, assistance
in covering budget deficits and
injection of foreign currency to
bolster the economy. The main
agencies are, of course, the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF), the

o
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World Bank and the Paris Club to
which the majority of the 3rd World
debt is owed. These suitcase-
swinging jacketed officers are no
better than the loan sharks who
operate the territories of the U.S.
mafia.

These agencies deal the cards in
a deck which is always stacked
against the people of the 3rd
World. Dr. Dav-

idson Budhoo, a 6
senior economist

who resigned from -
the IMF, details the
case of Trinidad
and Tobago where
the officers of that
institution deliber-
ately misrepre-
sented data on our
economy so as to
make impertinent and stringent
conditionalities for granting our
application. These conditionali-
ties forced on us a process of
massive wage cuts or freezes;
retrenchment; privatisation of
state-owned sectors of the econ-
omy; devaluation; and increased
taxation and all the attendant ills.
So that the frustration of our
people has to do with the contin-
ued hardships of survival in an
economic system which now iter-
ates “balancing the budget as the
premise for economic improve-
ment”.

So that “Normalcy” is now being
used to describe the situation of
exploitation, victimisation, pau-
perisation, illiteracy, drug-addic-
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tion, malnutrition and associated
evils. “Normalcy” is now mooted
as a surrender to the inevitable
state of poverty without a murmur
of protest.

CFreedom and Rights)

The State of Emergency and the
curfew hours which exist at pres-
ent ensure
sweeping pow-
ers for the
armed services,
suspension of
individual free-
doms andrights
and the in-
creasedsurveil-
lance on those
persons sus-
pected of politi-
cal thoughts
and ideas which are contrary to
those of the government.

The right to information was also
infringed over the period of the
crisis when the members of the
National Alliance for Reconstruc-
tion (NAR) took control of the
state-owned media. We were
only able to get a picture of the
extent of the crisis from foreign
news media. At the same time,
several of our social commenta-
tors have complained about the
attitude of the government to-
wards their adverse treatment of
the situation in the country prior to
July 27. The point is that this
government has over the past
three years - and its predecessor
- taken for granted our good na-

the coup

ture, with the regular comments
that we are not conscious of the
real situation, can easily fall for
minor diversions, etc.

The rights to life and liberty have
been curtailed now. But the right
to employment, to food, to shel-
ter, the right to education all have
been denied not de jure but de
facto throughout our existence
under slavery, indenture, internal
self-government and independ-

ence.

The security of the State has now
become a prime focus of the gov-
ernment. The fact that over one
hundred members of the Jamaat
could obtain military training and
leave their compound, on which
the armed forces are stationed, to
attack with so much fire power the
Parliament of the country means
that the intelligence units which
are supposed to be in charge
have failed miserably.

Trinidad and Tobago has another
serious problem which threatens
the security of the state far more
than that of armed groups pene-
trating its defences. Last week
the police seized hundreds of
rounds of ammunition and arms
from a Venezuelan drug dealer
onthe Southern shores of Trinidad
close to the Venezuelan coast.
The impudence of these persons,
that at the height of the crisis they
will attempt to bring in arms and
ammunition, shows a total disre-



gard for our State.

More than this, however, is the
idea of strengthening the Regional
Security System (RSS) which now
exists in the Eastern Caribbean
and which came into being after
the Grenada Revolution. Theidea
is to include all territories of the
region in this system so as to pro-
vide a force to counter any such
insurgency as occurred in
Trinidad. The RSS has closely
aligned itself through training pro-
grammes with the United States.
As a military force, it is no doubt
an extension of the policy to deter
challenges to the governments of
the region.

We heard the purported plea for
outside inter-
vention by the
now Acting
Prime Minister
Winston Dook-
eran after he
was released
by the Mus-
limeen mem-
bers. Yet all
reports ema-
nating from :
otherhostages
reveal the
Muslimeen’s
willingness to have general elec-
tions and to recognise an interim
government headed by the very
Acting Prime Minister. There have
been rumours of a counter-coup
by the right wing of the ruling
party, members of which now have
control of the government. Can

there be security to counter the
political machinations of the small
cliques which always seemto gain
control after general elections
under Westminster-style democ-
racy? .

Geconstructing what?)

Since 1980, Reconstruction has
been a key word in the vocabu-
lary of the politicians who now
control the government. Now,
again, this word has surfaced.
The question is:reconstructwhat?
Prior to 27 July, our society was
wreaked with racial tension, etc.
which has been described as a
state of normalcy. Sothat Recon-
struction does not take into ac-
count the fact that the rivalries
which exist
need to be
exposedas
destructive
forces be-
fore any
type of con-
struction
can hap-
pen.

The efforts,
therefore,
Mujeres en accién 10 bring
normalcy to

the country through a process of
reconstruction will be cosmetic,
as has already been identified in
a broadcast by Mr. Dookeran to
the nation recently. The tourism
industry, for example, which is
now a bulwark of economic re-
construction, has been promoted

the coup

very extensively - but the crisis
has certainly put a damper on the
progress.

The introduction of Export Proc-
essing Zones will be set back
since the exploitative nature of
these areas is based on apassive
population and work force which
would nottrouble their waters. So
that, in a real sense, the recon-
struction efforts are aimed at
creating a society where exploita-
tion would have been the norm.

(The way forwarg

A commitment to our Republic is
necessary at this point. Without
itt, we are doomed to petty
squabbles, internecine strife and
economicwoes. Theinvolvement
of people in our country needs to
be enhanced, recognised and
compensated by a high quality of
life. Our leaders need to be
committed to the cause of the vul-
nerables in our midst. Compas-
sion for each other, passion for
our country, respect for morals
and ethics and truthfulness are
needed. Those leaders who claim
that our Westminster-style de-
mocracy has been raped should
understand that this has been
done by politicians on numerous
occasions through lack of respect
for the spirit of the Constitution,
which urges resignation of lead-
ers who are immoral, ineffective
and inefficient (as practiced in
Britain, the origin of our system).
Democracy is raped not only by
armed force but by these same
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inconsiderate actions by those
who use their office for personal
gain.

Commitment and reconciliation
are the necessary tools for us to
move forward. Commitment and
reconciliation are the bases for
any liberation. And our country
needs them now more than ever.
We need to understand the im-
mensity of the hostage release
and Muslimeen surrender on
Emancipation Day. Our bond-
age to financial institutions, to
imported models of development,
to systems of oppression must be
broken. Maybe our chance at au-
thentic reconciliation reflecting our
commitment has again been lost
since the call for a national unity
government to oversee the crisis
went unheeded. Certainly this
could have been the basis for a
movement towards authentic lib-
eration.
Thislibera-
tion would
maximise
people’s
participa-
tion in de-
termining
our future.

Extracted
from “The
Caribbean
Reality: A
Faith Per-
spective”, a paper presented to
the Workshop for Documentalists
hosted by the Caribbean Project
for Justice and Peace (CPJP),
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Puerto Rico, August 1990.
Michael Ramcharan is the Co-
ordinating Secretary of the Col-
laboration for Ecumenical Plan-

ning and Action in the Caribbean

(CEPAC) Network.

Innocence Lost

by Rhoda Reddock

After getting over the initial shock
and disbelief, which | know was
the response of most people, my
feeling was one of anger. Anger
at, in my opinion, the small group
of macho men who, like most
men when in the possession of
weapons or potential weapons,
get carried away by the power of
their
O w n
rhetoric.
For me,
the de-
liberate
andcon-
scious
exclu-
sion of
women
was not
acciden-
tal, but
was part
and parcel of this politics of men
and the ways in which too many
“real men” deal with conflict.

Women’s World

the coup

My anger, however, was not only
directed at these specific actions,
the long-term impact of which had
certainly not been well thought
out by their executors, but at the
long term consequences for the
society. These developments
would lend credence to all those
whowanted to militarise the coun-
try, to link us more closely into the
Regional Security System, and
even to those clamouring for
greater freedom of the private
ownership of firearms.

The involvement of Abdullah
Omowale, formerly Andy Thomas,
(who received a presidential par-
don last year, Ed.). would lend
support to those who had de-
nounced the actions of the Mercy
Committee in freeing certain pris-
oners and would jeopardise the
situation for potential deserving
cases in the future. These are
possible developments which the
traumatised population would
welcome with open-arms.

Most importantly, | feared that
such an action would also serve
to turn popular opinion against
those of us who, in our daily life
and work, strove for a more equi-
table and just society and were
currently challenging the unjust
economic policies, many emanat-
ing from powerful institutions
outside our country.

Justoverone week later, my anger
has abated somewhat as | listen,
read and discuss, and in doing so
come to terms with the many



facets of this complex situation.
One thing is clear: this event
marked the end of an era in
Trinidad and Tobago. The possi-
bility of violent overthrow of the
government, for military takeo-

Rini Templeton

ver, and the potential of armed
groups to unleash violence on the
population is now out in the open.
In many ways, this country has
lost its innocence. Clearly, the
implications of this for national
security within the context of
human rights must be uppermost
in our considerations for the fu-
ture.

At the same time, however, like
most negative situations, this one
does have positive potentialities.
The extent to which these are
recognised and exploited de-
pends on each one of us. In other
words, the impact can be benefi-
cial or disadvantageous depend-
ing on what we make of it.

For example, itis important for us
to study, observe and analyse the
increasing alienation of large

sections of the population in our
increasingly individualistic, “get
rich by fair means or foul” society.
There are persons who more and
more find identity, community and
even material support --food,
clothes, etc. - within fundamen-
talist religion, whether Christian-
ity, Islam or Hinduism. Significant
proportions of these individuals
are alsoto be foundin the nation’s
secondary schools where middle-
class oriented teachers are un-
able to communicate with or even
comprehend the milieu of the
students and so impart knowl-
edge and a sense of self-worth,
and maintain discipline among
them. It is these same wayward,
indisciplined, ill-mannered youths
who are magically moulded into
different human beings in a more
communicative, less alienating
environment.

The widespread scale of the loot-
ing raised questions about the
respect for the rule of law, and the
burning of business places
shocked many, that such acri-
mony, alienation and pure “bad
mind” could be alive and well in
our happy “La Trinité”.

Could it be that the consistent
reports of corruptionin high places
and the flagrant displays of ill-
gotten wealth now wearing re-
spectable (laundered) dress have
contributed to this free-for-all atti-
tude - an attitude where normally
law-abiding citizens actively seek
the opportunity to get for them-
selves, to loot? Is this an attitude
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which grows quietly, waiting for
timeslike these, or are there other
explanations?

These events, taking place
against the backdrop of the Libe-
rian civil war, the Iraqi invasion of
Kuwait and the dismissal of the
People’s Party government in
Pakistan, suggest that, whether
accidentally or otherwise, the
armaments previously earmarked
for the Cold War northern coun-
tries will now find ample markets
in the Third World.

As we mourn our dead and grieve
for this loss of innocence, maybe
some humble reflection on the
events and the factors underlying
them could provide us collectively
with the clues to ensuring that the
future impact on the society and
the economy is a positive and
mature one.

Making global
connections

The sudden and tragic disruption
inthe lives of the people of Trinidad
and Tobago caused by the events
in Port of Spain on Friday 27 July,
1990 has caused deep concern
and anguish among Caribbean
people here. Our concern and
that of all Caribbean and other
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NO
Irfervertion!

Rini Templeton

peace-loving people, is for a
peaceful and early settlement of
this crisis.

We are mindful of the fact that the
deteriorating economic situation
in Trinidad and Tobago, as well
as throughout much of the region,
is a source of concern to all of us
who have the interests of our
people at heart. We are aware
that the worsening trade, debt
and balance-of-payments situ-
ationis evidence of this deteriora-
tion, which is also painfully mani-
fested in the collapse of essential
social services available to the
local situation.

We recognise that this collapse
has not occurred overnight but
has its roots in the inexorable
collapse of development efforts
over the last four decades. As
persons living in the policy centre
of the United States, we are
acutely aware of the contribution
of a deepening global economic
crisis to the collapse of these de-
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velopment efforts. We note, for
example, that the accelerated
downward slide of the Trinidad
and Tobago over the last five
months has been exacerbated by
International Monetary Fund (IMF)
introduction of measuresintended

to stabilize the economy and get

growth going. The austerity
measures thathave accompanied
these policies of the IMF have
been particularly hard on the poor
in Trinidad and Tobago as well as
on workers in the public and pri-
vate sectors due to wage cuts,
currency devaluations, budget
cuts and the accompanying de-
cline in business investment.

We know that the efforts of the
Governmentto raise fundsin order
to meet these outstanding prob-
lems have not been successful
and that the small loans made
available by the IMF, the World
Bank and other international
debtors in return for the institution
of painful adjustment measures
have barely scratched the sur-
face of the country’s capital needs.
Under these circumstances, it is
inevitable that the conditions in
the society would rapidly worsen.

In Trinidad and Tobago, as in
most countries of the region, there
is a time-honoured tradition of the
peaceful resolution of conflict
through discussion and negotia-
tion. We are pleased to note that
the response of the government
of Trinidad and Tobago to the
events of last Friday has been to
enter into dialogue with the per-
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sons initiating those events. We
commend this effort on the part of
all concerned and urge the stead-
fast adherence to this approach.

We understand and share the
deep concerns of Caribbean
governments about the unwel-
come departure from our tradition
of peaceful dialogue that the
events of last Friday represent,
but urge our government leaders
toavoidbeing drawninto acourse
of action that includes a short-
term military response to the situ-
ation in Trinidad and Tobago.
Recentconflictsin ourregion have
taught us about the implications

.of the quick-fix approach to situ-

ations of conflict, particularly when
the military response is likeiy to
involve personnel, material,
equipment and the strategic in-
terests of a non-Caribbean coun-
try, the United States. Our strict
adherence to the principle of non-
intervention is paramount here.

No matter how tempting the mili-
tary approach may be, we urge
our governments to see in these
events an opportunity to turnaway
from the military and return to our
own traditions of peaceful and
constitutional settlement of dis-
putes. In this regard, we see a
vital role for our regional institu-
tions, both public and private.

Tnese are trying times for Carib-
bean people. ltis noteasy in the
heat of the crisis to step back and
remind ourselves of the connec-
tions between our situation and



the larger, deeper global crisis.
We consider it incumbent upon
those who have the luxury of dis-
tance from the immediate situ-
ation to remind our brothers and
sisters in the region of those
annoying complexities.

Extractedfrom a Press Statement
from a Group of Concerned Car-
ibbean Citizens, Greater Wash-
ington Area, U.S.A.,Monday 30
July

The 'haves' and
the 'have nots'

It is with great concern that
Women Working for Social Prog-
ress (Workingwomen) has wit-
nessed the unfolding of events
over the last three weeks. We
believe that these events give the
country opportunity to reflect fully
on the direction we must now take
to attain social, economic and
political development.

For some time, Workingwomen
has wondered at the
government’s apparent insensi-
tivity to the plummetting social
conditions of a majority of
Trinidadians and Tobagonians.
Health care is in crisis; unemploy-
ment is rising; poverty is becom-
ing entrenched and education is
being priced out of the reach of

many.

Inthe face of these declining social
conditions, the government has
decided to stick to the structural
adjustment course of forcing bit-
ter medicine down the throats of
the people. Ithas done so without

Gabriela

any meeting of the minds of the
citizenry. There has been pre-
cious little dialogue between the
executive and the rest of the
population.

Of course, neither the
government’s insensitivity to the
plight of the population -nor the
declining social conditions excul-
pate the Jamaat-al-Muslimeen.
Workingwomen, because it is
committed to popular participa-
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tion in national development,
cannot support the non-participa-
tory and violent methods em-
ployed by the Jamaat. Yet these
social conditions go some way in
explaining the wulnerability of
young boys to the mission of Imam
Abu Bakr. Those factors also
help us to understand the dis-
heartening incidences of looting
and the destruction of the city of
Port of Spain.

The looting may be a manifesta-
tion of rabid individualism and
greed, but so too is it a reflection
of the deep psychological divi-
sions between the ‘haves’ and
the ‘have nots’ in the country. It
also reflects the alienation of the
mass of the population. People
do not feel that they are a part of
the process of policy-making and
national development.

In the face of this crisis, it is clear
that the country is in need of lead-
ership which will move away from
cheap politicking and partisan-
ship. But more than needing
leaders, the country now requires
the active commitment of all its
members, women and men, to-
wards the task of nation-building.
Social transformation is never
quick and easy. Development
will occur only when a people,
educated and conscious of:their
potential for making change, har-
ness their energies in a disci-
plined manner and make their
leaders accountable.

We lament that, notwithstanding
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Minister Johnson’s new and wel-
come understanding of the plight
of poor youths, the government’s
first priority has been seeing about
the concerns of big business. The
government as a whole does not
seemto have learntanything from
the experience. This we glean
from the responses so far - the
posturing of Ministers; the hasty,
shallow “solutions” put together
by a chosen few; the firm refusal
to involve any but the usual nar-
row elite interestgroups. “Recon-
struction” has been mainly identi-
fied as putting big business back
on its feet, developing a more
aesthetic Port of Spain and re-
storing our image abroad. No-
where in this “new beginning” is
there any real indication that the
government intends to undertake
a serious examination of the root
causes of recent events, and to
involve the people in developing
solutions.

Finally, Workingwomenwould like
to remind the authorities that this
state of Emergency was pro-
claimed because there was an
abuse of the rule of law. We are
therefore concerned aboutreports
of victimization and harassment
of Muslim members of our com-
munity.

Press Release, 17 August, 1990
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Victims
by Jacinta B. Phang

This world has become a solemn place,

We have made it so. :

We have caused the wars, made the laws, the fights,
We became the victims of this strife.

We never looked to see the beauty,

It surrounded us everywhere.

We created things towards our misery.
Then cried out in despair.

These things, why should they happen,
Where is the world we once knew?

The past never changes when we review,
Only the future we choose to do.

Jacinta Phang lives in Trinidad and Tobago.




Dominica -
lack of recognition
by Josephine Dublin

Our national policy statement on
women states in its introduction
that “women have always con-
tributed to the development of
Dominica economically, socially
and culturally, but this contribu-
tion has been undervalued,
taken for granted, and some-
times not recognised at all.
Programmes to sensitise the
public to the role women have
played in the development of
the society and the potential for
increasing that contribution are
therefore essential”.

This salient point made in the
policy statement has not been
vigorously acted upon, and be-
cause of the lesser importance
attached to women’s issues,
major national programmes fall
short as far as the involvement
and participation of women are
concerned. A look at recent data
on the socio-economic status of
women suggests that there is
need for more systematic social
planning involving women for the
improved participation of women
in all sectors of national develop-
ment.

The women’s movement in
Dominica gained prominence
after the UN Decade for Women
(1975-85). As in many other ter-
ritories of the region, a Women'’s
Bureau was established to pro-

ound and about ...

mote the participation of women
in all aspects of national develop-
ment. However, Government's

recent decision to merge the’

Women'’s Bureau with the Youth
Division clearly shows the unim-
portance attached to the former.
Moreover, under the new mini-
mum wages established by Gov-
ernment, Domestic Servants
(women only) are to be paid

Sistren

EC$1.00 an hour with meals and
EC$1.25 without meals, and in
that same package juveniles are
to be paid EC$1.50 an hour.

Despite the increased talk about
women in development, the ma-
jority of grassroots women remain
unemployed and their contribu-
tion is still not recognised and
valued in some quarters.

The Dominican National Council
of Women (NCW) is able to
mobilise a number of woman who
have benefitted through partici-
pation in the Council's activities

by way of increased confidence
and self esteem. There has been
increased research and discus-
sion onissues such as ‘Womenin
Politics’, ‘Women and Family
Violence’ and ‘Women and the
Law’. Also, the women’s move-
ment has been able to utilise the
media to highlight issues related
to women in agriculture as a re-
sult of the research/action project
sponsored by CAFRA and
hosted by the Small Proj-
ects’ Assistance Team
(SPAT) and some other
agencies in the NGO com-
munity. The issue of vio-
lence against women in
Dominica has brought to-
gether SPAT'sWomen's As-
sociation for Progress
(SWAP) and the NCW for a
Carnival band called
‘Women Against Family
Violence’. The members of
the band wore T-shirts bear-
ing slogans suc¢h as “All Do-
minican Women say No to Rape”.

The NCW has decided to estab-
lish a counselling office or crisis
centre to assist the victims of
family violence. The service will
also be decentralised when per-
sons identified from different
communities are trained to give
that service in their communities.

Josephine Dublin was a re-
searcher with CAFRA’s ‘Women
in Caribbean Agriculture’ project
and is the National Representa-
tive for the Commonwealth of
Dominica.
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The Bahamas -

reproductive rights

by Marion Bethel

One of the issues around which
women in The Bahamas are
mobilising is the Sexual Offences
Bill, which was debated in Parlia-
ment last year but has not yet
been passed. In fact, it has been
placed on the back burner of the
Parliamentary agendawhile ‘more
important’ political and economic
issues are discussed. Even
though the bill is highly controver-
sial and purports to be in the
interestofwomen, itremains
to be given serious debate.

Women have supported the
general motivation behind
the Bill, and many of its pro-
visions, such as the sections
dealing with incest and sex-
ual harassment. Concern

Sawyer addressed the audience
onthe topic “Menstruation through
to Menopause”, highlighting the
physical, emotional and psycho-
logical problems associated with
these stages. Maternal morbidity
and mortality were also looked at
and there was an emphasis on
ovarian, cervical and breast can-
cers with respect to symptoms,
prevention and survival chances.

June 29 focussed on “Contracep-

. Ultimate Animal Test”,

round and about ——

It has not been approved by the
Food and Drug Administration as
abirth control methodin the United
States, yet it is widely used in
developing countries on women

~of colour, and on poor and Black
'women in the United States. A

video was shown called “The
which
examines the use of Depo-
Provera. It takes us inside gov-
ernmenthearings, health centres,
women’s homes and refugee

camps to reveal the story of

the Depo-Provera lobby’s
questfor FDA approval, and
documents efforts of
women’s health groups to
educate women and to
block the approval. The
video raises disturbing
questions about racism,
sexism and classism in

has been expressed, how-
ever, about the criminalisa-
tion of female and male
homosexuality, whichisseen
as a violation of the
constitutional rightto privacy.
More public discussion has
also been called for with
regard to the criminalisation
of prostitution.

On June 28-29, Developing

Alternatives for Women Now

(DAWN - see CARIFEM Update,
p 28) held its annual Women'’s
Awareness Seminar. The topic
was ‘Women and Reproductive
Rights’. On the first night, the
focus was on reproductive rights
and the general reproductive
health of women. Dr. Madeleine
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tive Technology”, including the
use of the controversial injectible
hormone Depo-Provera (“The
Shot”). Itis used frequentlyin The
Bahamas as a means of birth
control and the public’s attention
was drawn to the international
controversy surrounding this drug.

health care, population con-
trol versus birth control, and
how drugs are tested and
marketed.

As a result of the two-day
seminar, DAWN is at pres-
ent working out a plan of
action to demand the es-
tablishment of a regulatory
board for the specific con-
trol of reproductive drugs
(i.e.drugs usedduring preg-
nancy and as a means of contra-
ception) and drugs in general.
DAWN is also calling for satisfac-
tory representation by women on
this board.

Marion Bethel is a founding
member of DAWN.




Puerto Rico -

domestic violence

by Marilucy Gonzéles-Baéz

Approximately 8 months have
passed since the “Law for the
Prevention of Domestic Violence”
(better known as Law 54) went
into effect. This law is the result of
along process of consciousness-
raising with regard to the alarm-
ing problem of domestic violence
on the island. It has a dual func-
tion: to respond to the conflict,
and to prevent it by providing
social remedies. Law 54 charac-
terises the offence and recog-
nises that domestic violence is a
felony. Itis an improvement with
regard to civil remedies, provides
for a re-education process for the
aggressor and foments educa-
tion as a preventative tool. All of
this is seen within the context that
the violent conduct occurs be-
tween persons who have an af-
fective relationship.

Since Law 54 went into effect,
various groups have expressed
their reservations with regard to it
andhave made recommendations
ranging from possible amend-
ments to its elimination. Some
criticisms have been: the large
number of voluntary dismissals of
domestic violence cases; prison
overcrowding; the fact that the
judicial system was not prepared
for the large number of cases
presented; scope of the definition
of the offences; and others.

We have pointed out that not
enough time has elapsed to be
able to make a critical and re-

sponsible evaluation of how the
law has been implemented. At
the same time, we have identified
some steps that would facilitate
an effectiveimplementation of the
law. For example, that the police
and other related law : enforce-
ment personnel be trained in the
implementation of the law and the
remedies it provides; and that
judges be given seminars on the
social causes of domestic vio-
lence, the cycle of violence and
the emotional and physical con-
sequences it has on the victim
and her children. In addition, in
order to carry out the stated pub-
lic policy of preserving “the physi-
cal integrity of the victims of vio-
lence, especially women and
childrento ensure their safety and
save their lives”, we have empha-
sised the need to assign public
funds for shelters for women who
are the victims of domestic vio-
lence and their children.

We have recently accepted an
invitation by Senator Velda
Gonzéles and Representative
Zaida Hernandez, to meet with
the different directors of govern-
ment agencies to discuss how to
make the law more effective. We
are also compiling information
from organisations which provide
services to victims of domestic
violence, to be able to detect not
only the law’s effectiveness, but
also its flaws. Our objective is to
point out adequate solutions that
can guarantee the success of the
law.

round and about —

We will definitely not permit this
law to be used as a scapegoat for
sexist attitudes and justifications
for social problems, whose ori-
gins are not in the legislation to
protect women, but in social and

Mujer/Fempress

economic inequality, discrimina-
tion and the absence of adequate
government policies that can
respond to these problems.,

Marilucy Gonzales-Baéz works

with the Instituto Puertorriquefio
de Derechos Civiles (IPDC).

CAFRA NEWS 17



ar es Salaam declaration

Alternative Development
Strategies for Africa

Participants in a conference on
‘Alternative Development Strate-
gies’ held at the University of Dar
es Salaam in December 1989,
representing the academic
community, churches, labour,
women, NGOs, Government of-
ficials and students across
Africa, issued a declaration
which noted with alarm the
sharpdeclineinliving standards

of the great majority of people

in Africa, the faltering econo-
mies, the fall in educational
standards and the coliapse of
social services.

The conference condemned
the policiesimposed on African
peoples, with or without the
complicity of African govern-
ments, by multinational com-
panies such as the IMF and
World Bankwhich are enforced
through harsh conditionalities
tied to Funding in pursuance of
Structural Adjustment or Eco-
nomic Recovery Programmes.

It further noted that the Group of
Seven industrialised countries
seem to be committed to the
stance of the IMF and World Bank
and are probably the architects of
their policies.

Previous calls on African govern-
ments to form an African Debtors’
Cartel to match the creditor car-
tels and link up with Latin America
and South East Asia in a Third
World Debtors’ Cartel were sup-
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ported, and a moratorium of ten
years on all external debt repay-
ments and the cancellation of all
the debts or their conversion into
grants were called for. Failing
this, the conference felt that Afri-

can countries should collectively
repudiate the external debts as
unjust, immoral and oppressive.

The conference also called on
governments to replace the IMF
and World Bank programmes with
alternative programmes based on
the African Alternative Framework
to Structural Adjustment Pro-
grammes which aim at creating a
new social orderbased onpeople-
centred development, popularde-

mocracy and social justice. This
reorientation of African develop-
ment should focus on planned
disengagementfrominternational
capitalism, regional food self-suf-

- ficiency, satisfaction of basic

needs for all, development
from below through the ter-
mination of anti-rural bias
as well as concentration on
relevant small and medium
scale enterprises.

The declaration went on to
state that alternative strate-
gies in agriculture and rural
development must em-
power the peasant major-
ity, ensure access and
controlto agricultural inputs
for all cultivators especially
women, and reorganise
agriculture on a coopera-
tive basis withincreasedin-
vestment forimprovedtech-
nology.

The conference maintained
that alternative develop-
ment mustensure women's
equity in the transformation
process. Hence it supported the
declarations on women that es-
tablish specific targets forwomen
by the year 2000 in top executive
posts, general employment and
the elimination of discriminatory
legislation. This would require
the mental decolonisation of men
and women in a framework of
democratic social development
with equity and solidarity through
networking with African women.



ocumentation for peace and development

Documentalists’
Workshop,Salinas,
Puerto Rico9-12 August,
1990

by Cathy Shepherd

A Workshop for Documentalists
was organised by the Caribbean
Project for Justice and Peace
(CPJP) and held in the Albergue

Olimpico (Olympic
Village) in Salinas,
Puerto Rico. Origi-
nally carded for No-
vember 1989, the
workshop had to be
postponed due to
the effects of Hurri-
cane Hugo.

Organisations rep-
resented at the
workshop were:
CPJP  (Puerto
Rico); Association
of Development
Agencies (ADA -
Jamaica); Carib-
bean Conference of Churches
(CCC); Caribbean Network for
Integrated Rural Development
(CNIRD); Caribbean People’s
Development Agency (CAR-
IPEDA); Centrode Estudios sobre
America (Cuba); Centro Domini-
cano de Estudios de la Educa-
cién (CEDEE, Dominican Repub-
lic); Collaboration for Ecumenical
Planning in the Caribbean (CE-
PAC); Small Projects’ Assistance
Team (SPAT - Dominica); Soci-

ety for the Promotion of Educa-

tion and Research (SPEAR -
Belize); and CAFRA.

The idea of a workshop was
suggested in October 1987, at a
meeting of organisations . inter-
ested in developing an informa-
tion and communications network
at the service of popular organi-
sations in the region. Its objec-
tives were:

- to identify the topics being

tion;

- to discuss appropriate techno-
logical alternatives; and

- to make recommendations for
follow-up activities.

The workshop was work-inten-
sive, with sessions beginning at
9.00 a.m. and ending after 10.00
p.m.eachday. Unfortunately, the
participants from Trinidad and To-
bago missed the first day due to

3 flight cancellations
following the at-
tempted coup on
July 27. This report
is based on the rap-
porteurs’ reports
and background

papers.

The first day of the
workshop was de-
voted to sharing
experiences in
documentation
work in the Carib-
bean. Jesus

Partzcipdnls iﬁ the workshop (Cathy stang atright)

documented by participating or-
ganisations and the systems used
by each for information process-
ing and retrieval;

- to adopt-a common system for
information processing and re-
trieval, or agree upon mecha-
nisms to achieve compatibility
among systems used;

- to examine the criteria for a
regional and/or national division
of documentation work, taking into
account the needs, possibilities
and priorities of each organisa-

Gonzales of the
University of Puerto
Rico reviewed trends in the Ii-
brary profession and develop-
ments in information technology.
Nilda Sanchez spoke about a
project for the co-operative in-
dexing of newspapers in Puerto
Rico and plans for its automation.

Presentations by the participat-
ing organisations revealed differ-
ing levels of development among
documentation centres of non-
governmental organisations
(NGOs) in the Caribbean. Some
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were computerized. At least two
NGOs were just beginning to
organise their collections.

There were similarities in infor-
mation processing techniques and
in problems faced. Several
centres use the Macrothesaurus
for indexing (some of these use it
for classification as well) and the
Anglo-American Cataloguing
Rules. Among constraints high-
lighted were inadequate staff, lack
of or minimal training and finan-
cial skills, lack of financing and
lack of a system for information
processing.

On the second day, we were
reminded of the purpose of our
documentation work (documen-
tation for peace anddevelopment)
by Michael Ramcharan of CE-
PAC, who offered an analysis of
the Caribbean Reality. A sub-
stantial part of that presentation
addressed the recent events in
Trinidad and Tobago. (see page
6, Ed.)

Bob Thompson of AlterNET,
Canada, identified technological
alternatives for the advancement

of information exchange in the

region, touching on the mechan-
ics of information exchange and
cost considerations. (AlterNET is
an electronic magazine, messag-
ing, conference and files service
for social change organisations).

Onthefinalday, participants broke
up into three groups, to discuss
and made recommendations on
() documentation techniques;
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(i) problems of financing; and (iii)
technology. Specific recommen-
dations of the workshop will be
made available upon completion
of the final report. A committee is
to be established to co-ordinate
follow-up activities.

The programme included a field
trip to the Asociacién de Pesca-
dores, afishing co-operative in La
Playa, Salinas. Representatives
of the co-operative, the Commit-
tee for the Development of Sali-
nas and a cultural organisation
called Arte Sur talked informally
of their work in the community.

The workshop ended on a joyous
note as support staff and partici-
pants were presented with com-
memorative T shirts for their hard
work. Later that evening, we
celebrated our cultural heritage
with Puerto Rican music and
dance, good food, poetry from
Dominica and the Dominican
Republic, Trinidad and Tobago
extempo, and Jamaican reggae.

Congratulations to the Caribbean
Project for Justice and Peace for
a well-organised workshop.

Cathy Shepherd is a member of
the newsletter team. She will be
joining the CAFRA staff in Octo-
ber as Documentalist/Administra-
tive Assistant.

xperiments

with drama

Popular Theatre Work-
shop, Workingwomen
Headquarters, Curepe,
Trinidad and Tobago,
July 20-22, 1990.

by Paula Thomas

The orientation for the Popular
Theatre Workshop for Social
Transformation didn’t just break
the ice; it melted us into a unified

Tracey Johnson

workforce. Friday 20 July, from 5-
9 p.m., was devoted to the orien-
tation session. There we ex-
pressed our feelings through the
medium of songs and games.
During the other two days we
looked at and experimented with



the use of dramatic forms, dance
and poetry in addition to tradi-
tional songs and games. In all,
we were exposed to an alterna-
tive .way of communicating and
dealing with people.

One of the definitions that the
group came up with for “popular
theatre” is that it is a process of
mobilising people through drama,
as a tool of communication which
will educate people in dealing with
reality and finding solutions. Two
of the main characteristics of
popular theatre were identified to
be (i) providing a dramatic situ-
ation in which local problems are
highlighted as they exist in reality;
and (i) fostering co-operative
thinking, rather than individual
thinking. Its aim then is to assist
in solving problems that affect
people’s lives.

Present at the workshop were
representatives of the Rape Cri-
sis Centre, Women Working for
Social Progress, CAFRA, Col-
laboration for Ecumenical Plan-
ning and Action in the Caribbean
Network (CEPAC) and New Life
Ministries. The facilitators were
Halim Abdulwali, Co-ordinator of
the Grenada Popular Theatre
Organisation, and Denise Noel-

De Bique of Working Women for

Social Progress.
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Workshop on Curricu-
lum Development in
Women’s Studies, St. Au-
gustine campus of the
University of the West In-
dies, Trinidad and To-
bago, June 12-13, 1990

by Claudia Kadera

The workshop held by the Women
and Development Studies Group
(WDSG) was attended by the
Deans of faculty as well as repre-
sentatives of three women’s or-
ganisations: Women Working for
Social Progress, the Hindu
Women’s Association and
CAFRA. It was held to discuss
the status of women at the Uni-
versity as well as to put together
courses which could be offered to
University students during the
coming years.

The Co-ordinator of WDSG, Dr.
Grace Sirju-Charran, opened the
workshop and outlined the prob-
lems, including inequality of op-
portunities and unequal treatment
of women under the law. She
said that gender studies was nec-
essary for the improvement of life

ender on the curriculum

ingeneral as well for the improve-
ment of human relationships.

Dr. Sirju-Charran’s remarks were
followed by a report on the status
of women by various deans of
faculty atthe University. All of the
deans felt that there was a fairly
equal number of women and men
enroling in their faculty, except in
Engineering and the Medical
Sciences. Thedeans alsopointed
outthatwomenwho choose these
careers have major problems of
discrimination in employment.
Women engineers have a great
deal of difficulty getting jobs.
Women doctors suffer from dis-
crimination ini the workplace as
well as sexual harassment, high
rates of divorce and low promo-
tional opportunities.

The deans pointed out that in nei-
ther of these fields was any atten-
tion paid to gender issues, nor
were there courses which place
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special emphasis onissues which
affect women. The Dean of
Medical Studies, Dr. St. Omah
felt a need to include a course on
medical sociology on the curricu-
lum. However, the Dean of Engi-
neering did not see the value of
introducing genderissuesinto the
engineering programme. He felt
that there was no time for it in an
already crowded schedule which
is dictated by the professional
body.

Reports by the deans were fol-
lowed by a discussion of the
advantages of having women’s
studies as interdisciplinary orasa
separate department with its own
staff and place on the budget.
While most of the deans argued
for interdisciplinary courses, the
Dean of Arts and General Stud-
ies, Helen Pyne-Timothy, the only
woman dean at the university,
pointed outthatboth were needed.

The second day of the workshop
was spent developing three
courses which could be offered to
students from next year:

1. Anlintroductionto Women's
Studies;

2.  Science, Women and De-
velopment; and

3. Women and Gender in
Caribbean History.

Claudia Kadera is CAFRA Na-
tional Representative for Trinidad
and Tobago, and was until re-
cently Co-coordinator of the
"Women's History and Creative
Expression Project’.
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St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, August 14,
1990

by Nelcia Robinson

The décision to observe August
14 as Indigenous People’s Day
was taken following a Conference

of Indigenous Peoples held in St.
Vincent and the Grenadines from
August 14-17, 1987, which also
led to the formation of the Carib-
bean Organisation of Indigenous
Peoples (COIP). Since then, an
activity to mark this day has been
held each year in St. Vincent and
the Grenadines. This year itwas
decided to broaden the activity by
inviting representatives from in-
digenous groupings in Guyana,
Trinidad and Tobago, Belize and
Dominica. The theme of the day
was “Caribbean Indigenous Re-
vival - Towards Greater Recogni-
tion and Development”.

Interviews with some of the visit-

ndigenous people's day

ing participants were aired on the
radio and the rally was widely
advertised. A massive crowd
gathered on 14 August at Sandy
Bay, one of the indigenous com-

‘munities, to hear Phyllis Cayeto

of Belize deliver the feature ad-
dress. She made several recom-
mendations for greater linkages
between indigenous communi-
ties, particularly between St. Vin-
cent and Belize because of their
historic connection. She wenton
the say that indigenous people
have to use their own skills and
resources to develop themselves
and their villages. She stressed
that they must be inwardly moti-
vated, and urged that action take
place.

Other activities atthe rally included
cultural presentations of song,
dance and poetry, and solidarity
messages from several organi-
sations.

The presence of the representa-
tives of the indigenous communi-
ties from other terrifories has
impacted strongly on the local
indigenous people as well as the
wider community. Practical solu-
tions for ongoing work were put
forward, and there is a renewed
commitment to carry forward the
recommendations of the 1987
conference.

Nelcia Robinson is the CAFRA
National Representative for St.
Vincent and the Grenadines and
was part of the organising com-
mittee for the above activities



ig plans for CAFRA BGM

Two years have passed quickly
since the first ever Biennial Gen-
eral Meeting of the CAFRA
membership held on 12-13 No-
vember, 1988 in Barbados. Now
plans are underway for the 2nd
Biennial General Meeting of the
association. Originally carded for
Jamaica, the location has been
moved to Trinidad and Tobago
because of the limited funds avail-
able. Venueis the Hotel Norman-
die, and the tentative programme
is as follows:

Thursday 25 October

Day: Participatory Workshop for
Current and New National Repre-
sentatives

Evening: Free

Friday 26 October

Day:Free for National Represen-
tatives

Arrivals of general membership
Evening: Formal opening with
guest speaker; displays by mem-
ber organisations

Saturday 27 October

Day i. Presentation of a Compos-
ite Report (Co-ordinator’s; Proj-
ect Co-ordinators’; National
Representatives’;Diaspora
Representative’s);

ii. 4 Regional Analyses (Dutch,
English, French, Spanish);

iii. Recommendations from the
National Representatives’ Work-
shop; and

iv. Small group discussions

Evening: Trinidad and Tobago
Launching of Creation Fire: A
CAFRA Anthology of Caribbean
Women’s Poetry (see below)

Sunday 28 October

Day: Rapporteurs Report - impli-
cations for CAFRA’s programme,
The Vision

In countries in which there.are 2
or more CAFRA members, na-
tional meetings will be held be-
fore the Biennial General Meet-
ing to include the selection, if
necessary, of a new National
Representative; discussion of
CAFRA’'s Overall Payments’
Scheme and the 1989 Audited
Financial Statements; evaluation

of the work of the association
overthe lasttwo years; proposals
for the new two-year programme
(1991-1992); and any other busi-
ness. Thesediscussions will help
to inform the country reports of
National Representatives.

The Biennial General Meeting will
review the work of CAFRA, ex-
amine the changing context of the
regional women’s movement;
propose directions for the next
two years; and do the business of
general meetings. Itis hoped that
Creation Fire: A CAFRA An-
thology of Caribbean Women'’s
Poetry will be published by then,
and we’ll be able to launch this
long-awaited product of Carib-
bean women’s poetic experience,

‘\\*J

‘I wasn’t talking . . . I was networking.”

Voices Rising
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poem

I am

by Lynette Atwell

| am the beat of a drum,
The rustle of a breeze
In the dark equatorial night,
| am sugar cane bending in the breeze,
The sands at Maracas,
Both silver and gold
For as | grow,
| change.
| am Caribbean woman,
Of slavery and indentureship,
Of freedom and change
All these things
And more,
Part of you,
Part of me,
A wholeness echoing through time,
Because | am made up
Of all these parts of history,
That have come together
To make me Caribbean woman
Of Africa,
Of Asia,
Of Europe.
| am Clarinet from down the Main,
Stepping onto the sands of Mayaro,
| am Ramdoolarie,
Who could not go back to India,
| am Zoe who left all
in Montserrat,
| am Augusta from Barbados
Who came here with a dream
| am all these links,
Which make me
Caribbean woman.
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eetings, conferences, courses, etc.

October 1990

Popular Theatre Workshops
on 'Women and the Econ-
omy', Trinidad and Tobago.

On the initiative of Working-
women, Church Women United,

CAFRA and CEPAC (Collabora-
tion-for Ecumenical Planning in
the Caribbean) Network, a num-
ber of organisations have been
meeting recently to consider a
programme for bringing women
more fully into the shaping of
economic policy.

There are two major policy-mak-
ing events scheduled for the end
of this year: the Regional Eco-
nomics Conference involving all
the governments of the English-
speaking Caribbean, due to be
held in Trinidad and Tobago in
November 1990; and the deploy-

Dulcemaria, Fem of

ment of the annual Budget Plan
for Trinidad and Tobago. Itis felt
that as a beginning, both of these
exercises should be influenced in
some way by the thinking of
women. .

The approach to be used for
addressing
the issues is
that of popular
theatre for
problem-solv-
ing. In Octo-
ber, five small
workshops will
be held in five
different ven-
ues at which
participants
will identify
problems and
work out solu-
tionsthrougha
combination
drama,

song, dance,
poetry and discussion. Working-
women has been carrying out
training in this field and can there-
fore provide workshop facilitators.
Each will address a different is-
sue. The topics will be Access to
Social Services; Production; Mo-
bilisation of Women; Food; and
Work. Each workshop will pro-
duce a short two-part presenta-
tion: (i) Problems; and (ii) Solu-
tions.

All five workshops will then come
together in a One-day Assembly
to share and discuss their pres-
entations with a larger gathering.

The findings of this exercise will
be publicised and it is hoped to
film the presentations.

This programme is seen by the
organisers as part of a longer-
term process of involving women
in national development issues.

October 1990

Collaboration for Ecumeni-
cal Planningin the Caribbean
(CEPAC) Annual Gathering,
Arima, Trinidad and Tobago,
6-10 October, 1990.

The purpose of the Annual Gath-
ering is to facilitate dialogue
among participants representing
ecclesiastical and secular organi-
sations to identify emphases,
resources and strategies for
empowerment. Lastyear’s gath-
ering was attended by represen-
tatives of Sistren Theatre Collec-
tive, Jamaica; Society for the
Promotion of Education and
Research (SPEAR), Belize; the
Grenada Community Develop-
ment Council, Grenada; the Folk
Research Centre, St. Lucia; and
the Caribbean People’s Develop-
ment Agency (CARIPEDA),
amongst others. This year's
themeis “Doing Theology towards
awholesome Caribbean Civilisa-
tion”. For further information,
contact Michael Ramcharan, c/o
St. Paul’'s A.C. Rectory, 12 Harris
Promenade, San Fernando,
Trinidad and Tobago.
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May 1991

International Seminar on
Gender and Economic Re-
structuring, May 5-10, 1991,
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada.

The meeting will extend discus-
sion of topics explored at the first
Workshop on Gender and Devel-
opment in April 1989 at the Uni-
versity of Newcastle-Upon-Tyne,
U.K. Possible topics include
gender and the environment;
migration; informal sector work;
basic needs provision;gender and
the provision of social services;
and the impact of the debt crisis.
Emphasis will be on networking
and ongenerating conceptual and
methodological contributions to
the study of geography and gen-
der.

For further information, contact
Lindsay Dorney, Director of
Women’s Studies, University of
Waterloo, Waterloo, Ontario,
Canada N2L 3G1 or Dr. Janet
Moinsen, Dept. of Geography,
University of Newcastle-Upon-
Tyne, Newcastle, England NE1
7RU
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“From the Other Half” is the name
of a new call-in radio programme
produced by the Belize Organisa-
tion for Women and Development
(BOWAND). Initiated with the
help of NETWORK, and with
funding from UNICEF, “From the
Other Half” is on the air every
second Wednesday from 8.00-
9.00 p.m.

The programme covers issues of
concern to women in 3-part se-
ries. The firstseries dealtwith the
problem of ‘Street Children’, and
the second with ‘Women and
Mental Health’. The public re-
sponse has been good so far,
with the first show drawing 15
callers. For more information,
callBOWAND at02-45196 or write
to P.O. Box 1243, Belize City,
Belize.

(Information from BOWAND’s
newsletter A Woman'’s Turn Vol
2, No. 2, June 1990)

“We go to the fields as early as
6.30 a.m. and work until about
2.00 p.m. Others might work until
4.00 p.m. Rain or shine, dry land
or flooded lagoons, we have to
bend our backs to the ground to
clean, and to plant”. The speaker
is Kaloutie Pooran, a 44-year old
widow who heads the new or-
ganisation Women in Rice

ews, News, News

(WINRE). WINRE, the women’s
arm of the Trinidad Rice Growers
Association (TIRGA), was for-
mally launched on April 22, 1990.

Mostoftherice growers in Trinidad

,‘are women. Women, especially

Indian women, have contributed

Gabriela

substantially to the development
of agriculture inthe country. Since
the colonial period, women have
adjustedthemselves todo house-
hold chores and tend to the fields.
They must make breakfast for
children and husband before their
day in the lagoon and prepare
dinner and do the laundry, etc. on
their return home in the evening.
And aday in the lagoon is no easy
task. Lunch is taken standing on
the merhi (bank) and the women
are exposed to sun, rain and in-
sects as they work.

WINRE does not plan to move as




a shadow of TIRGA, but to ex-
pand nationally in the hope of ad-
dressing the problems that affect
family life - child abuse, battered
women, promiscuity and alchohol
abuse by women. They also
expect to get into the cottage
industry and to manufacture craft
items out of the rice industry.

(Information taken from an article
by Phoolo Danny in the Sunday
Express, July 22, 1990)

Habitat International Coalition
(HIC) is the international body
representing NGOs dealing with
shelter issues. It focusses on the
rights of poor people worldwide to
land and shelter.
Since women form
the majority of the
poor, HIC set up a

ing adequate shelter. The Net-
work feels that there needs to be
concerted global action on these
issues, as well as on women's
increased access to construction
and other shelter related-skills.

The focal point for the Women
and Shelter Network in the Carib-
bean is Sarah Power who can be
contacted c/o 166 1/2 Hope Road,
Kingston 6, Jamaica. She is in
the process of gathering names
of groups and individuals inter-
ested in being part of the Net-
work. If youare working onwomen
andshelterissues, including land,
shelter, health, income genera-
tion, credit, services or commu-
nity organising, and are concerned
with taking or supporting action at
community level, she would be

Women and Shelter
Group to deal with

TR

the particular issues
affecting them.

Amongthese issues
are women’s un-
equal rights, or ac-
cess, to land and
dwellings. They suf-
fer additional bur-
denswhere services
such as water and
fuel are lacking, because of their
traditional role in providing these
for their families. There are in-
creasing numbers of very poor
female-headed households lack-
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pleased to hear from you. Infor-
mation aboutthe work people and
organisations are doing will be
collected and published in the
Women and Shelter Newsletter

news

which is sent to members.
Sarah works with the St. Petei

Claver Women'’s Housing Coop-

erative, which has made an 18
minute video about the progress
of the co-op from its beginnings to
the occupancy of the first house.
Itis available for 100 units of local
currency from 33B Waltham Park
Road, Kingston 13, Jamaica.

Women’s Movements and Or-
ganisations in Historical Perspec
tive: Project Summaries and
Evaluation, edited by Saskia Wi-
eringa

In this evaluation report of the
research project of the Women
and Development Programme of
the Institute of the Social Studies,
The Hague, all project summa-
ries are contained. In this project,
research was conducted in the
Caribbean, India, Indonesia, Peru,
Somalia and the Sudan. Topics
included: the documentation of
the beginning of various women’s
movements (Jamaica, Peru); the
analysis of specific women'’s or-
ganisations (Sudan, Indonesia,
India); the analysis of a women’s
trade union (India); and women’s
oral poetry as a form of protest.

The report is 196 pages with
photographs. Send US$15 to:
account 51-55-50-00, ABN Bank
The Hague, Women'’s History
Project, ISS, Badhuisweg 251,
The Hague, The Netherlands.
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The Bahamas

Developing Alternatives for
Women Now (DAWN)

In March 1986, a meeting of twelve
women convened by Marion
Bethel was held to discuss the
idea of founding an indigenous
women’s association that would
address the needs and aspirations
of women in The Bahamas. As a
result of the enthusiasm
expressed for such an
association, aseries of stimulating
bi-monthly meetings attended by
about 25 women were held, and
after much sharing and active
dialogue the philosophy and
objectives of the organisation
were established. In October
1986, DAWN was launched as a
fully constituted body, and in July
1987 itbecame incorporated as a
non-profit organisation.

ate

Itis the philosophy of DAWN that
women in The Bahamas should
continue or begin the process of
their self-definition as women,
both individually and collectively.
This will be achieved through a
heightened awareness and
understanding of the cultural,
legal, religious and political
structures that affect the quality of
their lives. Their goal is to
encourage and assist women to
direct their own lives, be self
motivated, feel confident to
express themselves, seek
independence, be full and equal
participants at all levels of society
and be supportive of women and
their interests.

Among their objectives are
organising women to counteract
the negative effects of their social
conditioning; sharing their skills,
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Return to CAFRA, P.O. Bag 442, Tunapuna, Trinidad and Tobago

knowledge and experiences with
each other; encouraging and
supporting women’s creativity;
and exploring their heritage as
women.

. Their achievements include a

‘Prevention of Child Abuse’ week;
a play, Dreamin’ and Strugglin’
performed by DAWN'’s cultural
committee; interviews with
suffragists which were featured in
the local newspapers; and
participation in the critique of the
1989 Sexual Offences Bill.

Members of DAWN meet
monthly, and annually it holds a
Cultural Weekend, an Awareness
Seminar, and a Luncheon.

For further information, write to
DAWN, P.O. Box N-1147,
Nassau, Bahamas.
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Caribbean Associationfor Feminist
Research and Action (CAFRA)

We are a network of individual researchers and activists and women's
organisations who define feminist politics as a matter of both conscious-
ness and action. We are committed to understanding the relationship
between the oppression of women and other forms of oppression in the
society, and are working actively for change.

Membership spans the Dutch, English, French and Spanish-speaking
countries of the region as well as the diaspora. It is open to women living
inthe Caribbean and Caribbean women living abroad who support CAFRA's
general aims and objectives.

A brochure outlining the aims and objectives of the association is available
on request.

Structure ofthe Association

The decision-making bodies of CAFRA are: (i) The biennial General Meet-
ing of the membership of the association; (i) The annual meeting of
National Representatives, a representative of the diaspora, Project Co-
ordinators andthe Secretariat (also called the Regional Committee); (iii) Bi-
annual meetings of a Consultative Committee, made up of one represen-
tative from each of the four major language groupsin the region, the Project
Co-ordinators and the Secretariat; and (iv) The Secretariat, made up of the
Co-ordinator, the Financial Officer, the Administrative Assistant and a few
members of the feminist movement in Trinidad and Tobago.

Annual Membership Fee
Individuals: 25 units in currency of residence
Organisations: 35 units in currency of residence

(Payable by cheque, money order or cash in currency of residence or US$)

Foundingmembers

Peggy Antrobus Rawwida Baksh-Soodeen
Sonia Cuales Honor Ford-Smith
Joan French Rhoda Reddock
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