
Mr. Pet r Abrahams 
Coyaba Red Hills 
St . Anirew, Jamaica , B.W.I. 

Dear Pet-er : 

JOHN HENRIK CLARKE 
PO Box 51 College Station 
New York 30 , N. Y. 

J un, 19, 1960 

I hoe you will forgiv this long delay in communi­
cat ing wit ~ you . I read your Holiday article with mu ch 
interest and was delighted ~t last seeing it in rint. 

Jamee Baldwin recently published a Harlem article in 
the July issue of the Esqu i re magazine. All of your 
friends that you met in your two trips to New York, are 
still interested in seeing you again and you will be most 
welcome when you decide to pay us a visit. 

I am sorry that I _was uhable to see Victor Reed 
when he was in town. Re came bo s ee Ruth Jett , and I 
expected him to either come by or call. No doubt he did 
call and I was out . Please tell him that I regret having 
not the chance to see him . 

I am doing as much writing as my time allow. Now that 
I am holding down a Job again--m~ch against my will--I am 
involved in more African projects that I can k ep trei k 
of, as usual, but mostly my concern is of South Afric§ , 
were the need is the greatest . 

Wednesday next week, I will attend the 3 annual Con­
ference 6f A. M.S.A. C., a t the University of Pannst lvanla 
in Philadelphia. On J uly 19th will leave the statee for 
Cuba to attend a Hemle~ ere Writers Conference. A lot of 
writers from the West I ndies will be t here . I hope you 
can find time t o attend. An invitation to you f rom the 
Cuban government ls forthcoming. 

Sincerely yours, 

!]~~ eJZaV, 
C,/Jobn Henrik Clarke 

JHC:DG 
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Mr. 
c/o 

Peter Abrahams 
Holida y magazine 
I n deuendence ~quare 
Phil~delphia 5, Pa. 

Dear Sir, 

559 wes t 1 58th . St. 
New York 32, N .Y . 
May 17 t h. 1960 

I have just f inished r eading_
0
your a r ticl e , •'he Me~ning of Harl em, 

in Hol • day ma gazine. As a na t ive l\i ew Yorker who lived in th~ area for 
many y e ars I was able to apnreciate t he ~rticle very much. f 1ore tha n . 
once,while reading your vivid story, I f ound myself cap tured by nos cal g ia. 

I think that the only part of the a c c ount which left me somewhat 
dis sapointed was when you referred to your s e lf as a ne g ro. ~o explain 
thi s in some detail I have enclosed a newspaper clipp ing. -i'he sent i ment 

• expre s s ed in the clippi n g is certainly not representa tive of majority 
t M.nklng on the subj e ct. I am sure, however, that it does s p eak f or a 
significant a nd g ro ring mj_nority . You may have e ven encountered evidence 
of this attitude among some of the Afri can Americ ans whom you met during 
your visit to Harl em. I t may be called nationalism by some. I like t o 
think that it is me rely simple log ic. 

Reg a r dless of my feeling on t h i s par ticular subjec t, I wish to say 
a~ain air , you did a beautiful piece . 

Ve ry respec t f u l l y yours , 

1Y1 JL:__ [ CJ DN-, t. 
Me'ivin ~ . Ware, Sr . 
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Use Of Wor , 'Negro'_ 
Misnomer Says Critic 

By MELVIN E. WARE 

When the subject is given serious thought, there can be little 
doubt that the person who should be most anti-negro is the so• 
called negro himself. (Negro is written with a small n because 
there is no rule of grammar justifying its capitalization). His anti• 
thesis should be the word, "negro." 
~ ·ect is given serious thq_\!_ght., there ~ea~ littla 

doubt that the person \ e most anti-negro is U1e SO• 

called negro_lli.mseir. IS antithesis, liowevei;sl1butd---be..the-...word 
ngg.F . • 

At this stage of his intellectual development the African Ameri, 
can should be willing and eager to throw off his shackles of in• 
feriority towards things African. There can be no denying that 
he has been a victim of his conditioning but even that is no longer 
an effective excuse for a complex that is so self damaging. 

Mistaken Gift 
The African American did not get lhe name, negro. by any 

desire of his own. It was mistakenly given to him . by the English 
speaking slave trader who heard his Spanish counterpart use the 
word to describe the color of the sla·Je. It probably never oc• 
curred to him that there were other African peoples who did not 
have the same facial characteristics as those that were brought 
to this country from West Africa. 

They were nevertheless, just as dark of skin and , consequent• · 
ly, negroes (blacks) by the Spanish description. The liberties taken 
with the meaning of the word by the English speaking slavE trader . 
is no doubt, the cause of much of the confusion among the an• 
thropoligists today regarding it. 

With increasing frequency we are told that a black man is not 
black. No less a publication than Holiday Magazine recently had 
a spread on Africa in which the Watussi and the Ethiopian were , 
described as not negro. This was, to say the leas{, confusing since • . 
both of these peoples are among the continent's darkest. So, just 
what was meant by the article must remain a question to many • 
of its readers. 

Word Alirnates Africans 
There is probably no English work, adopted or otherwise. 

that does more to alienate people of African origin from each other 
than the word, negro. Emperor Haile Selassie stated hi~ position 
on the word very clearly. '11,'hile taking much pride in the word 
black, he rejected any association with, negro . 

Adlai Stevenson made a significant statement upon returning 
to this country from Africa several years ago. He said, in effect, 

·that during his entire stay on that ~ontinent he did not recall 
hearing the word, negro, used. 

In his Africa Freedom Day speech at Carnegie Hall , young 
and brilliant Tom Mboya of Kenya, may have been most eloquent 

,of all on the subject. He was eloquent by his omission of it from 
his remarks. It remained for A. Philip Randolph to dispel! the 
charm of an otherwise perfect occasion, when he stepped back 
into character. When Mr. Randolph chose to refer to African 
Americans as negroes the event lost much of its meaning for 
many in the large gathering. 

Capitalizing "Negro" 
Some years ago a well meaning group of African Americans 

demanded that the word, negro, be rapitalized. 
Their demand was not supported by any rule of grammar 

but they were, no doubt aware of this. It was merely a gesturs 
to obtain some degree of respect and dignity as a racial group. 
The country's press, for the most part, was cooperative What• 
ever opposition there was to the demand came from the South. 
The press in that section of the country continued to use the 
small n. 

And , much as we may recognize its faults on many things . 
racial, its grammar is beyond question in this instance. The truth · 
of the matter is , instead of being honored by capitalization, the 
word should - have been rejected . At best it is a misnomer. 

When the African American can find the inner strength to 
, defy his years of conditioning and refuse to continue being a de- , 

ciple of conformity, he will recognize the word for what it is, a 
stigma of slavery. A word created in slavery and hardly worthy­
of honor. 

The time is long overdue but not too late for African Ameri­
cans to demand restoration of their birth-right. What Tom Mboya 
of Kenya said of the African is ,tike- ,vise true of the African 
American, " We owe an apology to no :me." 
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HOLIDAY A Curtis Publication 

HARRY G. NICKLES, Associate Editor 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P. o. 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica 
B.w.r. 

Dear Peter: 

Independence ·Squ 

I am happy to report that we like your revision of 
HARLEM very much. 

The feeling here is that we can amalgamate the two 
versions and come up with something outstandingly 
fine, but that will be decided when an editor tackles 
the actual task. In any case, you can be sure we 
will treat your copy with the skill and respect it 
deserves. 

Best., 

HN:je 

Cc - Curtis Brown UWI L
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~ hone FR 3-3381 .. 

...S·1 R JOH ll HOTEL 
Formerly Lord Calvert Hotel 

May 23, 1960 276 N, W. 6th STREET - MIAMI 36, FLORIDA 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Holiday Magazine 
Independence Square 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

Your Harlem Story in the current Holiday Magazine provided me 
with a remarkable insight into an area about which I have heard 
many things but have known very little. 

I think that I have a story here at the Sir John Hotel which would 
be of interest to the readers of Holiday Magazine as a follow-up 
to the Harlem Story. We have three and one-half acres of a trop­
ical, vacation paradise right in the very heart of Miami. 

In August, we will celebrate our tenth anniversary. We have ad­
vertised, we have sent hundreds of thousands of letters and done 
the many other things which should have created an impression on 
the public, but I still find many persons who have never heard of 
the Sir John. I might add at this time, that this is an integrated 
facility -- both from management through personnel and guests. 

Enclosed is a letter which we sent to the Negro press. I would 
appreciate hearing your thoughts on the possibility of doing a sto­
ry about the first city in the United States which advertised in Ne­
gro media with Negro models to this particular public. I am sure 
you can appreciate the resistance ,which an idea like this is immed­
iately faced with in the average resort community. 

/ 
¥ any thanks for ; aking the time to read this. 

/ Sincerely yoursQ . 

' I . 'I 

Rab n 

Enclosures 

BARBER SHO P • B EA U T Y PA R LO R • COMPLETE SHOPPING CENTER• HEALTH CENTER. BEAUTIFUL SALT WATER POOL. 

L A RGE AIRY ROO M S AND SUITE S, AIR CONDITIONING AND TELEVISION OPTIONAL, DONE IN ULTRA MODERN DECOR WITH 

KITCHENETTES, TUB SH O W E R AND TELEPHONE IN EVERY UNIT· AIR CONDITIONED RESTAURANT, AN ENCHANTING AIR 

CONDITIONED LOUNGE AN D O U R FABULOUS SIR JOHN CLUB COMBINE TO MAKE THE SIR JOHN HOTEL A COMPLETE VACA• 
TION PARADISE. 
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T leehone FR 3-3381 ... 

..S1R JOHil HOTEL 
Formerly Lord Calvert Hotel 

1 ,. 

276 N. W. 6th STREET • MIAMI 36, FLORIDA 

This letter could never appear a s an advertisement 1n any publication- - -
not that it is too hot to handle----but because its appearance in advertise­
ment form might slow down the p r ogress outlined below. 

In 1954, I came to the Si r J ohn Resort Hotel in Miami as manager, faced 
with an untenable situation. M y job was to invite and be host to Negro 
vacationers who couldn 1t even get a taxi from the airport- - -instead, a car 
driven by a Negro driver was called and two hours later a tired , distraught , 
and antagonistic guest showed up at the hotel. 

To say the least, the me n tal attitude of these people was anything but 
conducive to enjoying a vacation . 

True , as long as they stayed at the hotel (which is more like a complete 
little city, with three and one -half acres right downtown) they had a nice 
time , As soon as they ve n tur ed beyon d the hotel ' s protective cover , 
embarrassment was commpnpla ce . 

My problem consisted of fin din g way s and means of seeing to it that Negroes 
could enjoy this marvelous c limat e , just as do white vacationers , Remember , 
there are over 500 hotel s in g r ea er M i ami catering to white persons- - -more 
than any other city in the world- - -so the attraction , year 'round, must be 
fantastic----and it is ! 

While I was helpful i n the s olution to many of the facets of this problem- - - -
the NAACP, the Urban Le a gue , a nd many dedicated individuals , both Nega::o 
and white , have produc ed a lmost magic al results . 

Today , while we still have s ome r emn a n ts pf the old days - - -more and more 
Negroes are finding Miami a most s atisfyi:itj.g resort city . 

Allow me , if you will , to crys tallize a n d enumerate some of the outstanding 
changes which have taken plac e : 

1. The City of Miami has be c ome the first city government in the United 

BARBER SHOP - BEAUTY PARLOR• COMPLETE SHOPPING CENTER• HEALTH CENTER• BEAUTIFUL SALT WATER POOL• 

LARGE AIRY ROOMS AND SUITES, AIR CONDITIONING AND TELEVISION OPTIONAL, DONE IN ULTRA MODERN DECOR WITH 

K IT CHENETTES, TUB SHOWER AND TELEPHONE IN EVERY UNIT· AIR CONDITIONED RESTAURANT, AN ENCHANTING AIR 

CONDI T I ONED L OUN GE AND OUR FABULOUS SIR JOHN CLUB COMBINE TO MAKE THE SIR JOHN HOTEL A COMPLETE VACA• 

TION PARADISE . 
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States to take space in Negro publications, inviting this specific consumer 
group to enjoy their vacations here. 

2. More and more hotels , both in Miami and Miami Beach, which once 
catered to white only, are opening up to Negro guests . 

3. The municipal golf courses are open eve ry day to all golfers . 

4. The Flagler Dog Track is now open to everyone . 

5 . All tourist attractions such as the Seaquarium, the Villa Viscaya , the 
Monkey Jungle, Parrot Jungle , Serpentarium, ... are open to all. 

6 . Transportation , in all phases, is integrated. 

More important than any of these is the healthy attitude 
towar d the complete elimination of prdjudice and bias . 
the ultimate by any means in this regard----but we are 

of this entire area 
We have not reached 
getting there - - -fast ! 

I have done everything possible in the political field to assist in making Miami 
a better city in which to live and vacation . 

The Sir John Hotel has an integrated clientele . 

I thought you might like to witness for yo~rself the things of which I write . 
Therefore , please let this letter serve as an invitation for yourself and anothe r 
person , to be my guests for a week , at the Si r J ohn Hotel. All I a!'kis that you 
give me adequate notice of your anticipated arrival and departur e dates so that 
we may make cert~~n of your reservation . 

I sincerely feel that a short stay down h e re will c onvince you. that Miami is 
truly a city "south of the south" . As such , it may well be the leade r in the 
removal of discrimination. 

My hotel, the r efore , is fighting "the good fight" . You can help us by letting 
the Negroes of America know of what we are and what we think . I feel that 
by helping us , you will help the cause for which we are jointly striving . 

Plea e let me hear from you. 

el J . wner 
SIR J OHN R HOTEL 

SJR / mts 
(This letter i s being sent to leading editors 
and feature writers i n the United States ). 
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Whoever you talk 

to - wherever you go -

whatever you do . . . whenever pleasant 

memories are remembered . . . 

you'll hear the name SIR JOHN HOTEL on 

wonderful Sir John Square 

SIR JOHN HOTEL 
Formerly Lord Colvert Hotel 

SIR JOHN SQUARE, MIAMI, FLORIDA 
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':Sia 
JOHil 

SIR JOHN CLUB 

Beautiful - Spectacular - Daz­
zling with the best nightly en­
tertainment. 

COCKTArL LOUNGE 

Dim lights, music as you like 
it - an enjoyable evening of 
informal entertainment. 

' f lo, 
Ian 

slifg 
i:r'""'ii;;;;:::-~E::= -

,,; on 

oment you 
1r John you'll 
UT THE ROYAL 
the start of a 

things to come. 

MODERN ROOMS 
Spacious and beautifully 
furnished with private bath 
and shower, phone and 
kitchenette, too. 
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OLYMPIC SWlftMING POOL 
Getting inl'r · the swim of things is easy at the Sir John . This 
King-Size swimming pool will be your center of pleasure and 
relaxation. Comfortable lounge chairs always on deck. 

A Delightfully 
Picturesque 

Vacationland 

Here the climate is delight-
ful the whole year 'round. Your First or Second Honeymoon 

Defies Description • • • There is no better way to start your "life 

. .. TO YOUR HEAL TH 
The Sir John Health Cen­
ter is equipped with the 
verr newest equipment -
staffed by exp erts. We 
guarantee you'll feel won­
derful! 

SERVICES INCLUDE 

Rub Downs 

Electric Spot Reducing 

Electronic Facials 

Whirlpool Body Baths 

Infra Red Radiation 

Ultra Violet Rays 

Deep Spinal Radiation 

Colonic Irr igation 

together" than this land meant for young love. 

That goes fo r you "young-at-hearts" 

celebrating anniversaries and good fortu ne. 

The "Moon over Miami" is reserved for 

our guests - in addition to everything 

else we'll give you the moon. 

- EXCELLENT FACILITIES FOR CONVENTIONS, SOCIAL 
AFFAIRS, CONFERENCES, AND MEETINGS 
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lo, the 
FUN OF IT/ 
Planned sightseeing tours 

Shopping - for 

the latest fashions 

and gifts 

Cocktail hours for 

meeting and greeting 

Ping Pong and 

Shuffleboard 

Swimming and relaxing in 

glorious sunshine 

Fishing - Boats or from 

land is at its very best 

CHEERS l,om the CHAMP'-.. (,om 
the Re10,1 ol the Sta,, 

c • mpany always - . 
Famous stars in the world of sports, entertainment prefer 
the luxury, genuine hospital i ty, and flne service of The 
Si r John . 

Everything for "Happy Hearts" and "Shutterbugs" is fully 
planned for your package tours . 

. -!ill . ~E::: ~~~.:~~~• ::a~:::; 
you ' ll enjoy is planned for you . There are special tours 

all year 'round . 

When you 're ready for sightseeing, the Sir John Express 

Bus is ready to take you on a day of thrills and scenic 

beauty. 

$10.00 DEPOSIT IS NECESSARY TO CONFIRM 
ANY RESERVATION. 

~-1 i ~~ 
1 -=1 

·~, -:::::: 
;_t,.J· 3/'l1 

,! lJ. - .. --\ ~ ---:2::::.. ::;:-; """"---1- ,.-:t, 
"ltllRE 3111~5 FISHIN6 VIRGINIA IUCH 

----· 
' 1 t ~ i :San I ---=== - -

~J JoHn I~ ~~I ""'" 
IV/'fZ CU/BS N. W. 6"" Sll!. ' SHOPPl/1/6 

'M 
..,_,,_..,tr,.. .. ~ ........ ~ -

f 111~-1 
!

{ ~ 
----"- --

GOLF • ~ • :RAC.!:S 
I• 

SIR JOHN HOTEL 
276 N. W. 6th STREET MIAMI, FLORIDA 

PHONE FR 3-3381 
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GREATER M 1AM I 
FOR A GREATER VACATION 
Things to do ... Places to go! 

Whatever you like, you'll find 
in this greatest of all resort areas ... 
excellent hotels and motels, 
private pools and spacious beaches, 
golf, sightseeing, water sports, 
night life ... name it, and Presto! 

for more detailed informotion, write: 

the CITY OF MIAMI 
Dept. W-13, 320 N.E. 5th St., Miami, Fla. 

Afll/Af/ 
Wetco111es J/011 

to Ehjoy t//e lest 

'I 

THE _s IR JO H R. RESORT HOTEL-
Pictured in the top photo of this 

Advertisement in EBONY - Invites you 

to join in Year 'round Fun and Relaxation 

Here's Some of the T//111/ing Activities Greater Miami Olfers You. 

Shopping 
Nite Clubs 
Beaches 
Swimming 

For Further Details, 

Write : (Dept . SI ) 

Boating 
Fishing 
Golf 
Football 

Horse Racing 
Water Skiing 
Baseball 
Dog Racing 

Sightseeing: 
Seaquarium Monkey Jungle 
Vizcaya Parrot Jungle 
Park Zoo Serpentarium 

The .S1 R JOH n Resort Hotel 
267 N. W. 6th Street 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 
Phone FR 3-3381 
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7 i l 1960 

... 

8 . Ye , • e r e i young Negr o . 1 t e r nat.ied Wi llialll Branch > 
dramat:f.zaU.on of Pot er Aor ahams '' A reath for Ud o is ow playing t • 

r , ous in Clev land . Mr . Br anch vo th Sh rwood l a.rd i n 1953 for a 
TV drama , 0 Li t 1 t h ut her ky . n 

9 . PrOIO • hat coul d be found ~t t ho Schombur g Collec ti<:>n ,. 
t h figure 3,436 Niagro.es lynched betwee-o 18 2- 1931 , t4ken from 

Nezr Ye T Bookum Annua,l En.eye_ IX;di of t h,e Nem;o 1931· 1932 .p . 293 , 
M t'o 'Jor k , ed . , Tu ke~ ee Insti t ut e , l abam4 . 

1 . I en.clo e copy oft e ttt.aw Ag i tst Di er i n t ion° 
of ·h tate of tie Y r k . Not e par t i.cu1.erly p , 7, artic l 2 . 

I h p 
y f ~ther he lp, p l e s 

ce t r i t 

cnc;c qua.re 
l: il do l phia 5, F nn l vanta 

c1 nt ver ification . I f I can 
t o let me know . 

i.ncerely your s , 
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7 April 1960 

Dear Peter : 

The enclosed is a copy of the letter I sent to Miss Wright 

at Holiday . 
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Mr . Peter Abrahams , 
c. o HOLI D Y, 
Independence Square , 
Philadelphi&. 5, . 
Pa. 

Dear Sir : 

March Jl , 1959 

Having read your very inte esting article i n the Apri l 
i ssue of HOLIDAY , we t hought you mi ght be able to offer an 
explanation f or the foll owing : 

My brother and I spent three months in East and ~outh 
frica in the spring of 1958 nd during our s t ay there my bro ther 

had six almost i dentical exper i ences . 

At our &pproach a black ma.n (we o.re whi te) coming i n 
the opposi te direction would stop abruptly a t s i ght of my brother , 
h i s eyes would wi den .and he would stare as if under s ome sort of 
hypnotic spell . (No one ever , any here , even seemed t o be 
conscious of MY presence . ) 

On the dock in Capetown the ran 11 effected 11 drew his l ong 
stemmed pipe f rom his mouth wi t the me chanical movement of an 
automaton , a.nd as we passed h i m he 11 stabbed 11 my brother ' s face with 
the pi pe stem . On the main str ee t of Port Eli zabeth the fel l ow 
turned as we pa s sed and fo llowed directly behind my bro ther f or 
blocks~ we had to enter a shop to shake him . The same thing 
occurred on West Street in Durban, and again in Beira in Mozambi que . 

In the interi or of Zanziba r at a tri bal dance we came upon 
quite by accident and again in t he nat ive market in Momba sa the 
incidents took on mor e serious character. In ee ch of t hese cases the 
black man drev.' a knife and e1. t t acked . Fortunately my brother as 
saved fr om inj ury by other blacks comi ng to hi s r escue in the nick 
of time. 

One such incident e ould have as sumed accidental . Two 
we might have considered coinc i dence . But six - ? n i n six 
different places stretching all the way from Mombasa to Cape town? 

We ould certainly apprec i ate any l i ght you mi ght be able 
to shed on these experience s . 

Ver y truly yours , 

D. eich 
305 Lafayette btreet 
~ater town , ~ i sconsin 
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