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'Coyaba’,

Red Hills P.O.,
St. Andrew,
Jameica,

Pebruary 18, 1965.

My dear Jeen,

The other deay Dephne said to me: "It is all very well for you
to love your friends and to remember them and to telk about
them; but you never write to them and it maies me feel ashamed
thet you never write", I seid: "But every time I write a

book it is a love letter tc my friends". And I sesw on her
face, like a shadow thet is there then gone, 2 flssh of anger,
comprehension, resignetion, impatience - all the emotions

thet sometimes register at the same instant on a2 women's face
when she encounters waywerdness in someone she loves., Mothers
sonetimes look in this wey at neughty children: I still

remember when my own mother looked at me ip®wthet way. So 1
tried to make a joke of it but made =2 Sll ow to write to
ny friends, Thet was at Christmas tlne. is only now
that I am writing the first of all omised letters.

I know I will not keep the vow with friends -~ but I am

going to try hard with the special
And how is it? And where do we Db ll the things thet
you remember ere still here, si@ same. Since you left
we clebrated Neomi's ten birthWgy d then Aron's fifteenth
and then Anne's sixteenth : wéNg argue and guarrel and get
vexed with esch other bu#® still & house of love gnd

S0 11; is still unlted. At\ a5t Daphne has done a
ork:-‘en her screen gnd it is beginning
an be;ng rether difficult with
awpre 0f it snd of 115 causes and
) L}:p@ , 85,8 stone disturbs the

s out of sight snd. tne water goes beek to

[ calm _ have been werking very well until the
lest twor wedks ac when the,creatlvelxension auudenly broke
down ; t it We BUilding up. egein. end et expect to. finish the
writing. ofymy: Bew menuscript by April, L. plen to revise it

ar. But; before; then IAhope to. poy.a. visit to

~Africe, I.heve just finished; writing. e opec;al article for

the New York. Times on the problem of communication be tween

+ the; lighter- and derker races of; menkind in which I refer to
'vSenghor both es Pre31dent and poet and,what con51der his

role in: this matter. They heve not told me when they will

to

pubiish 1t but L will send, you .a copy as ooon a6 it is printed.

read in m eript, The, Americens are publishing on April 12
end the Brikish sey their edition will be out 2t the end of
March, I em weiting to see which one is the better looking

I heve now Eecelved the first printed copy of the book you
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. ‘at one tb~ eﬁ.'~Th§*Ameriean publisher
“ere hopeful thet ghey magit heve & bi shie end make e little
money. “If thet @ ens en it*mighb eveén''be possible for me to

, call on_you in Dr%er®, + I think thet is 21l my news. Pelitics here

i pr o o

: us and 1 ‘@6” nothing emcept my writing. I heve
hpﬁ ‘seen” 14 % 4ittle while now but I shell méke a ceremonia
_pre entati,ﬁ‘, ““beek to" heru She is wonderful, mha¢ one, with

1ya iz and’ I pr’ very fond of her. &

" “7nd how Mg tHings with 'y ? M‘the Prnily? And Wolk? And I hope

Afylca con les to treat you with" kin@ness: she ¢en be very stren

't Africa of ming, ‘end I hope'you efe béginning’ te understand wh

‘ﬁhe hes such’ e powerful-compelling influence over me ‘even after

%hese'many yeers-in‘exile, Ve were &t o @inner perty with Vida at

.. U.S. Charge D'Affaires' home. We sew' Rol@nd and Zit Just after

~““‘Christmes and they seemed as hepp as»usuala ‘Give Tedy our greetin
- ‘end tell Hint the chlldren hope #—he i's'being happy.

”‘~g“%'f;“;m '“: 2 Dﬁphne JOinb me-an‘}endlng wsrmest love.
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A Present

from an Original painted with the mouth by Arnulf
No. 133



With Birthday Greetings and Many
Happy Returns of the Day
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September 22,
1983

Dear Peter,

Please excuse the long delay in thanking yofi ufor reading the
manuscript of my new novel and for giving me such an encouraging and
rewarding first reaction. We were both of us very distressed to
discover that we had imposed this additional chore on you at such a
trying and difficult time, and we hope your Mollie is now fully recovered
from that broken hip. These things seem to take more time to repair
the older we get, I slipped and fell down our front steps in the rain
two Christmases ago, twisting an ankle badly, snd it took the best part
of six months before it was fully recovered and JI.could walk without
2 limp. How much more difficult and painful @ broken hip must be! Our
best wishes are heartfelt for =2 complete recovery.

As you will know by now Febers hegve decided to publish and have
esked for world rights (especially ace¢es8 to the American merket) because
of the length of the book, and the matier of volume as & neans of keeping
the price within reason; this seemed ressonable to me and I have agreed;
s0 now they ere working out the details.

The real black church I used as model for Jacob's church is the
AM.E, Church (the African Nethodist Episcopel Church) which was founded
in 1806 and is probably (still the largest bleck church in the world. As
far beck as the 1940s.it had,over 7,000 branches (churches) and had
property and assets worth over $20-million at the time; and it did, and
still does, have the,Episcopal orgenisation you question. There are a
host of other black churches, including the African lethodist Episcopal
Zion Church and: the Coloured Methodist Episcopal Church which also have
the basic Episcopal structure, but neither of which are quite as powerful
or as worldwide as the A.M.E., Incidentally 1 first learned about the A.M...
as a youngster in South Africa, where it operated 2 mission atation and
school in a rural area. So XX there really are such black churches with
'My Lords' and so on, and besically for the reasons set out in the novel.
I do not know if they will provide the longterm answer, but I am reasonaby
certain that somewhere in the future the great ideological confrontation
is going to reduce itself to that between the velues of Marxism and the
values of the kind of Christianity represented by Jacob in the novel and
people like Trevor Huddleston in real life. One of the difficulties of
trying to rethink this whole business is the danger of getting rid of one
set mould of thinking only to replace it with another set mould, what \
the Jemaicans so descriptively describe as 'swopping black dog for monekey
But it has got me thinking, and I hope it will provoke others to try and
think along 'new' lines. For instance, one of the most sophisticated
people I have ever encountered was an old Kijuyu tribal chief by name of
Koingngege (Koinange) who was illiterate; and here in the hills of Jemaica
I have found people 2s minimally educated as Sarsh was owning vast property
and being almost too shrewd in business; a bit like some of Hardy's
people. And yes, the hill of the story is the ssme Coyaba on which we
live. DPeace and love to you both.
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? down to a "bird feed" at May Pen and I didn't take her because we thought

Jamai ca Public Service Co.
P.0¢ Box 54,

Kingston

Jamaica -

Auge.22, 156

My dear Peter,

Pardon the delay but I am really working flor my supper
these days. Enjoying it though.

Well yow plans seemx very definite, and I look forward
to seeing you and the whole gang of Peters, You can rest asspred‘thet
as lons as my feet are toud ing the ground the right way up I will
be coming to meet you. I must commend you on having settled one of your
bigee st problems before coming here., I refer of course to the matter
of accommodation, To get something as suilteble at such a give-away
rental is nothing short of damn lucky.

You will probably be disappointéd. that really nothing

has been achieved at your mountaln up to the last time I saw it. I
had arranged with Hemming to have the men-cliear the land and I would

cet the plants, When I heard from you that he had asked you for &5

I got in touch with him and asked him what was the deal and he tried
to make out that his arrangement with me was for the man to clear a
spot to put a house. Now, this is just shuffling; because I even told
him at the time that he should mot bother about getting plants because
Sissie's brother has a citrus nursery amd I could get a few coconut
plants from Bustamente, He has promised to put the man on the job now
that he "understands" but Inwill have to go look him up to make sure
that . something is being done en

Sissie has got her package of books (3) and she is very
roud of them, She igwmaking good progress generally aad the whole
family are naturally very keen about coming events. Last night I went

the drive and .the late hour wouldn't do her any good. I was literally
pushed out of the house to come back to Kingston by her relatives, Oh,
a bird feed is awmeal usually held at the end of the shootin; season
but Eric ( Sissié's brother)Vhas been havimp such a gool season that
he had his sabout two weeks after the season opened,

The Labour Party has lost one of its most valuable
memte rs in little Barrant. I do not remembe r whether or not you met
him, He was quite a character, however. He rose from the banana fields
and became a Minister during Bustahs power days. He was real honest
kind who never pretended he knew what he didn't know.

I have had a bit of luck with my piece of property. The
short wrsion &f it is that thg Town Planner has rejected the original
plan for the sub-division whi provided for 13 lots and has reduced
the number of lot® to nine, Mine iB one of those tha has profitted most,

I do not know when I will be & le to build (for that matter when I
will be able to pay for it) but I have a plm to borrow some money but
until I get nearer the date of being & le to build it is no use taking
up the loan snd having to pay interest on it, so I have only paid the
minimum deposit to date. : 4

Make certain v -u bring some good racordings.wjthjyoy, J
—e now scquitsd » "ersm". che '56 version of Verona's wi+th 3=-Desoun
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system and all sorts of gadgets. It 1s our new toy and we play with it
like o couple of youngsters.

About the new jobe I am just getting to the stage where 1 am under-

standing enough to see the faults end”"if I am not cereful I will attempt .
to do too much at once, because there is ahell of a lot to be done public -
relationwise. On the other haml I have a number of routine things, like
opening a new collections office and openirg a new hydro station coming , .
up., It is gl so very urgemt that I get at the Parish Councils and show them «
the facts of life before they begin to bleat about the failure of the
compeny to run ten miles of line to serve some lone person in their
constituency., This part of the job is really very important and it means
that T have to be away from the office for long periods, which I don

not mind particularly especially as it enables me to get in a swim at
Montego Bay and so on, But having to mama sit with Sissie makes life a

bit complicated and she hasn't caught up on my new tempo yet, so it is
slightly difficult.

There was a rush on my telephone from Kings House aad Drumblalr
on Monday morning to get your address., Don't teld,me you are being sough t
after by the Footses and the Manleys] You widl (appreciate the fact that
I am in social exlle as far as the official things' are concerned these
days, but it is not a state to which I am particularly opposed, Besides
this project has its compensations you know#l.

AET has been getting staff in dermssof numlrs, but I do not think
he is getting help. Onex of the things he needs.,mostx is somebody whd can =
plan for him, and that he hasn'tegot yet. He is & good writer, within

certain limits, but he is not a planmner and believe me Peter in that job
you have to plan or stagnate.qThe only wgy you can achieve anything there
is to have it blue-pbinted and the politieval kilowatts clearly charted
before it is presented tol\the pewers, ,Anywgy, I wish him luck, poor chap,

I have not seemlirs, D 'sinee AET left her house and she called
me in to tell me of allyhls,sins,(which, by the way, mafge you an angelgd -
But I shall certainly“ask her up to the flat one evening andd break th
news to her. I do no%, think she should expect you and family to stayfat
her place, Apart from the obvious inconvenience$ there is the matter of =
whet it would cosTia man not drawing Government subsistence, Anyway it
will not b difficult for me to leb her know what the picture is.

Give my regards to Daphne and tell her I look forward to meeting
the women who spolled you, even more than I look forward to seeing the
spoiled man again, I shall raise a special brood of kittens for the kiﬂéﬂ,

L.

A1l the best, Keep in touch; will you,

- nghipey o L
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- PRESS

- Strike off bad

journalists,
says Primate

EDITORS and journalists who abuse the power

of the Press should be “ struck off ”’ by the
Press Council just as the B M A strikes off doc-
tors, said the Archbishop of Canterbury last

night.

Dr. Fisher urged that the Press should adhere to
something like the doctors’ Oath of Hippocrates, which
enjoins secrecy on things “ which ought not be noised

abroad.”

He was one of the speakers
in a Lords debate on the Press.
Peers agreed that something
should be done to stop what
they think are evils in the
popular Press.

The Earl of Arran, who opened
the debate described himself as
an employee of Associated
Newspapers. [He is a director of
the Daily Sketch.]

After referring “to Mr. Roy
Thomson’s acquisition of the
Kemsley group and his Scottish
;elevision interests, Lord Arran
said one man could control too

nany sources of public
nformation.
GOSSIP

Lord Arran blamed popular
i1ewspapers for exploitation of
grief, inaccuracy, taking photo-
sraphs at gravesides, and what
1e called “the innuendo of the
yossip columns.”

But he summed up: “The
lewspapers: are the people. If
7ou don’t like the popular news-
»apers, you don’t like the people
vho read them.”

He advised the critics: “If
rou don’t like the popular
1ewspapers, don’t buy them.”

Dr. Fisher said he had a high
‘egard for the Press. But im-
rerfections and abuses were
bvious.

* Some of these imperfections
nd abuses are encouraged by
leliberate policy, some by
lovenliness, some by undis-
uised prejudice and a low

London Wall 3431.

_THAT'C

By
HUGH PILCHER

standard of ethical trufth,” he
said.

Lord Birdwood said the British
Press had been ** had for mugs ™
by the Communist Press.

He said the Daily Herald had
carried a large advertisement
put in by the East German
authorities. The official East
German newspaper quoted pas-
sages from the advertisement
describing them as a leading
article in the Herald.

Lord Auckland said many
people were politically intoler-
ant—“because they read the
Telegraph and the Mail they
think they must not read the
Herald.”

He declared: “The leader of
the Daily Express often infuri-
ates me as much as the leader
of the Herald sometimes does.”

Lord Dundee, for the Govern-
ment, flatly refused to do any-
thing to control the popular
Press. ;

COMPETITION

“ Government interference to
improve Press standards would
be a far greater and more posi-
tive evil than any of these
rather ill-defined imperfections
which we all notice in our news-
papers,” he said.

“Many journalistic faults
arose from competition between
newspapers—which showed that
we were far from anything like
a monopoly.

“As for triviality and sensa-
tion, life would be excessively
dull without trivialities and
even without a reasonable num-
ber of sensations,” said Lord
Dundee.
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WHO ARE THE
BEARDED ONES?

EET the newest and strangest underground movement

of the lot. It is only two years old, but its existence

was completely unsuspected until six months ago:
Jamaica’s coloured, long-whiskered Rastafarians.

They cloak the movement’s real intentions under the title of
African Reformed Church,

They have just made their real terrorist debut in Jamaica by
shooting five lads of the Hampshire Regiment, killing one.

Recruits to the movement are taught to smoke marijuana—the
drug that blunts the moral sense and weakens the will,

They are told that the aim of the African Reformed Church is
to get all coloured people of African origin back to the homeland
and live in isolation from the white world.

The bewhiskered Rev. Claudius V. Henry, aged 57, started the
Church two years ago, went to Abyssinia for a moenth, came back,
and preached that that country would take all comers if they
were black.

‘When hordes come forward, he said the time wasn’t ripe. He
claims 10,000 followers. He has probably a thousand.

Anti-British

When the time was ripe, he said, they’d have to go back to Africa,
even against their will. “The Church” would see to that.

Then Henry went to New York, and the American police tipped
Britain off that he was in touch with a set that could always be
relied on to give funds to any anti-British mevement.

The Kingston, Jamaijca, headquarters of “The Church” was
raided, and guns, spearS, ammunition, hatchets and a letter from
Cuba’s leader, Castro, was found. (Cuba is only 100 miles away.)

Then came evidence that simultaneous revolutions were planned
in various Caribbean islands, and the Rev. Henry and nine of his
c4lwarts, all bearded, lank-haired and leng-nailed because “the
Bible says so” were arrested in April on treason charges,

Came news that a submarine had landed arms in Jamaica. The
Hampshire traced the guns to hills near Kingston.

They were unearthing a sizeable arsenal when five bearded men
attacked: men with matted hair, wearing green battledress and
no doubt carrying the Bible to show that they were carrying out
God’s orders when they shot these young lads down so ruthlessly. ...

MAURICE FAGENCE
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- 37 Jessel Drive,
f L3 Loughton,

Febriary 1, 1955,

-

My dear Peter,

It must be about last Ausust that you wrote me and if it
had not been for Ken Rero3d getting in toucgh with me, you would"’
probably not be reading this letter nowe I suspesct I an Justpa |
plein bad correspondent so ités no use naking up excuses, ex?ept
that I have been rather overvorked. _

-

Ken, B8 I said, got irn touch with me and said you'd aghet
hin to ask me for the twenty quid. Normally I would have de
this, but for reasons that are purely pergemal between Kon 4l
nyself I am uwnwilling to do this without ¥y direct auiM
. Trom yvou, 80 herowith nmy cheque and I ¢ X gorry you hE
‘wailt so long for 1it, When you wrote Lgiiigme to glve it to
Ruth I was not in a position %o do

°

Mews here 1s, flrst of all & we have a new daughter
who 15 thyee months old today N Ruth, She's a delightful
little honey, happy and gure and most prebtty and we are
enjoying hey itmensolye &N o kids are growing up fast and
Daphne flourishes, I an puQidgs on welght and anm presently on a
dlets Vorking terribl pi articles ete for the American ™
and Canadlan press vher®there 1s now a2 guickened interest in
matters African, ms ow :0f the great influx of West Indians
into this counitry. d a broadcast on it and a serieg of najor
articles, with arcy; beging in the DAILY HERQLD todays

C sn't going to like ne after these articles,

You probaqly know our friend Kwame is golng throusgh a verd
baé patceh thy Gold Coaste Tribalisn is eracking up the united
front and J plah has now become a key man, If he breaks with
Nkrumah Asharti will be lost to the CF.P, and Kwame's troubles
will grow even greater, I pray Joe has the good sense to gee
the issues involved and not to go after personel pover and *
position at the expense of the unity and progress of the countrys

Sou is the same as ever. I see her fron tinme to tine, Sanm
lMorris, I hear from Sou, isn't at all happy in the Gold Coast and
is now tzying to scrape the money togoether to get back here,
Iulti-recial Afri@e, as you doubtlesz lmow, is oontinuit% on 1ta 4
foolish road to disaster. If things work out as I hope I may go
on & lecture tour to the U8, to try and arouse opinion to the -
dangzers of the situation there, The new Bantu Education Act is
the worst blow go far sulfered by the Africans in the Unions

My very best reagrds to you and Ruth, and Daphne aékg ne .
to inglude hoersé too. Do I deserve to hear from you? :
. i Yourg ever ' |



dl/l'u. D. Eric JMOO'LE
511 Linwood Hvenue
Durham, N. C.
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Paris XV°, 5/XI1/55
‘41, rue Leeourbe
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My bestbeloved both,

You are quite foolish! Instead that I send a parceh to the
children, you do send one to me, and I feel quite childish and
delightfull and eat mouthfuls without any shame. I remember a
child I knew, it desired for Chrismas "very much sweetidngs to eat
without beeing observed", So it is, Thank you, my dears, for this
sweet pleasure, Just I would write you thatethis time I can't
send anything to the children, That is qui%d, because I was
80 rieh in summer, I told you, I think, have got my rent.

I have it always, but T lent much moik friend who did not
give it back how it was promised, a <Q¥3‘ ally in{ this moment

I must pay my quote of reparation of%the®*1lift and a new installa-
tion of centralheating, and thiséiyﬁyu'h more than I thought. I am
not in great difficulty, but @ send anything to anybody, it

is boring. My rent is just what ®ed monthly, it is silly.
I do a very interes‘tinﬁﬁggi?t w, in the Bibliothéque Nationale.
A great Suiss cheiical Co he CIBA, publishes kkimxmonthlies
on historical textiles, and shall make a number on the
fashions of men since 4 ¢h revolution, It is most funny and
not boring at all, 1y, wim in too much books and publications
on this matter, bu will pass through, I am gquite axEhmshatk
esthonished whe % tiec importatidif the fashions had for men

80 years ago. 'Y imagine, it was the most important question
of all to be e, and there are legions of weeklies for
fashions of m England too, exaetly the same what it is always
now for women,

Jamaica? And what does he write now? Will you never
come to Paris? My flat is very beautieful now, you would be stroken
down by admiration. The walls are paint, I have a good radio, hot
water and several little things, not too much indeed, but compared
with the dirth I had it is awfully beautieful. I ha¥e even a dish
that I had not before, and if you would come you habwe two agreable
seats., You see I do my best to have you here. Da your best too.

And the children? Do they always look like golden abricots?
Aron was like a golden king. And Ann goes surely to school? Aron
too, I think, it is hard to imagine that children grow up so
quiekly, but I think there are six years now that I have seen
you, luch too long time, and if T will have finished this work
in april, we must sincerely think it over how to see us. I am
really belonging for you, :

Kaethe comes each sunday and is always my best friend. She is
wild and good, both, and I love her. I ask me if you understand
my english until now, Reading it over it seems to me a little
queer. And I must study english books now for my work, it makes
me Sh{;2 but I must,

I kiss you allround, and I wish you a good Christmas and ngy



year soon now because I don't know how to get ready with allg
the letters I must write until Chrismas., And let me know how
you are, please, You are still and for ever in my heart.

e ORI




Mr, Peter Abrahams,
37, Jessel Drive,
Loughton,
Essex;
England,

CONSULATE-GENERAL
OF THE
REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA
AN DER ALSTER 15
HAMBURG 1

30 August, 1955

My dear Peter:

I know you must be having all sorts of ideas
about me and wondering why I did not get in touch with
you before leaving London, Please forgive me, T had so
much to do and so little time, I wanted first of all to
tell you about my twip back home, and I am not going to
do so now as I expect to be back in London very soon,
and I shéll make it one of the important items of my
business to see you. As of today it would seem that I
will be coming over between the 7th and 9th of Septem=
ber, Please let me know where you will be at this time,

With very kind regards from Florence and me
to you and Daphne,

Yours very sincerely,

LQAAA-Q/L%
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- February 26th 1955.

My dear FPeter,

I have most carelessly mislaid your letter so I find it.
difficult to reply to it adequately. First of all, very many thanks
for the cheques. And secondly our warmest congratulation mon the
addition to the family - I am sorry the congratulations ame so late,
for I had heard the godd news sometime earlier from Sou. I do hope 3
you are all flourishing and that the Abraham tribe will prosper 1
exceedingly. - I hear Ken has secured a job and I am very happy to b
hear of it for I was most distressed that things did not work out as
"I had hoped in the hostel.

You must have been surprised to hear of my coming here to this
post especially as I had recommended to the Govermment that it should
be offered to you, who have far better gualificat¥onsg for the job
than I. However I do hope that at some future(deate we may be able
to persuade you to come ower for a short while ‘as’a visiting lecturer;
would that interest you? The School is nowNbeZinning to take shape.
I have two Readers now, both Indians, ang 2a (Kikuyu) Swahili lecturer
in the offing. We have to add two morg’Rkeaders, and I hope they will
both be Africans, and also a Hausa, lgeturer who will certainly be
en African., Interest in the SchoelWis ‘increasing - the Ethiopian,
Bgyptian and Sudanese Missions here, apé€ alllinterested and I hear that
the Indian delegation will advertise®the School at the Afro-Asian !
Conference so that we may get suppdrt from other Asian Governments.
If we go about it the ri h% way I think there is a very great future
for the institute. I hame Beeh ordering thousands of. books, and I
have of course included In my list the works of a certain %outh Afrlcan.p
author, one Feter Abrahamg.
of tpegh%§% §£eb 1ﬁumber of African students in India now and sevgral

: igcluding some o0ld friends from Kenya. It is
1ntereot1nﬁ to note NoWw these lads settle dowm in India. Many of them i
have difficulty in adapting themselves and lately a few of them have
complained of their treatment by Indians., This complaint was taken VPTJ
seriously by both I'ress and Government and most strepnuous efforts are ¢
being made to put things right, which is a very healthy sign - 1 know ;
in Britain GOVernment never takes such an entirely sympathetic attidude. 1
Actually the Africans are as well treated here as in Britain, perhaps
more so, but they expect much more from India because of her policy ’
and are disappointed when they do not get it, also the Indian way of !
life is so different from tMe African that they find it far harder to i
adapt themselves to it than to the British way, of which they already 3
have some experience. !

Ruth is flourishing and - runs a very lowbrow and very successful i
social club once a week in our house for African and Indian students. ;
Apa has gone off as Folitical Agent to Sikkim - a lovely place in :
the mountains. His parish includes Bhutan and Tibet! I expect he widl °
be there for a year or two and will then be sent overseas again.

1
i
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I met hlngsle’ Martin brlefly when he passed #fhr..gh last week,

otherwise I *,u't think I have any news of owmj mutual friends.
Bxcept of course an occasional letter from Shanta and Ramfeshwar

from Accra. 4
With love and all good wishes from us all to you all

Bver yours p
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My dear Peter, £ s é

".n

I should have written to you ages ago, but someh@ ahatﬁg
work and many engagements and so on the letter has not gof wrlttqp
now. 1 was very sorry not to catch another glimpse of xou béfore a!i
the more especially since you had %old me that you would brlag“ﬁe,&m&ep¥
of "Tell Freedom" which I have not been able to get herewras yed, &% .

I should love to hear from you if you can -ever spara bhﬁ tlm%
to drop ax line - to hear how you all are at home and what yon.ar
wrltlng and whether you have any. more globe—trottlng pl&ps; and bow
our mutual friends, sspecially Sou, are.

I hope you will not mind my mentioning the smﬁll sum Ieient
you last year, but if you could see your way to r ing 2t to me via
my fiancee before she leaves Ingland on ‘Septem@a (Mrs. Rut:; Kris, -

85 Hodford Road, NW 11) I should b€ most. grate nd it woul& probably
help her a bit too.

The wedding day is x@ on oepte-o st at Banga;ore - I éﬁal.
be mecting Ruth the previous day at Madr s d after the wedding we“’nh
on

shall have a week's honeymoon before c here. a ”g
Pathanamthitta is in th lovnly tropical eountry and %
as the Rains have been on ever sif rived L have not yet, found i, 'j
uncomfortably warm, A young Kikuyt end camé and stayed with me forﬂr«
my first month and soon after th es a N.Rhodesian student, Kapwepw

,;_@i

will be coming too so we mamage ceep in some sort of touch w1th
Africa, though a very unsaansﬁggtory one, I still hope that after my
first two years here ar y be =sble to get to West £fritca.

' I hear oc n y from Apa, who has just been awarded anua

Honour in India's fir ublican Honours List) and from Shanta and 3?
Rameshwar.

7

, Life is nteresting here but far too eXpensLye for myi;
very slender resourceS - the cost of living has rised terribly in the
last few years and I do not mnow how Junlor lecturers survive on,
salaries of £65 a year! ‘. &
I hevel just received two issues of the Mest Africen Review
and see there are ¥wo articles in it by you. By the wsy had you hEaﬂé ]
that a School of African Siudies had been set up in Delhi Universlt

ol

y = ¥
and they were looking for people competent to lecture on Afrlqana } A
Wlth 1ove and 8.1]_ ﬁ’ood V\Jlshes 'to you all ’ (. : - ?L,
f?ver yours g 2 RO - '.; :
o o 9 o Al whpue
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19, Trent shoe Mansions,
90, “haring Cross Road,
Londons WS C. 2

17th January,1957
Dear Peter,

Oh,well; it was nice to know that you are so happy in your
new abode. And, on top of the ecstacy of sunshine, warm sea,
and your own mountain top, you have the excitement of editing
a paper of your own....can man ask more???

I have written today to Thomas Meadows asking them to collect
your kit-bag next Tuesday. You do not say if you also want the
paintings you left,too. 1 shall feel nervous about sending those
as they may get damaged in transit however much I may "pad" them.

News of me? Well; you can easily picturel thi'e constant routine
of visitors coming ,t all hours of the day g8nd 4it so happened that
at the beginning of this year 1 met four” new people who now
regularly call upon me. One from East Afnica’ (via Peter Wright)
one from Sierra Leone and two from Nigeria.» The discussions
are ever more interesting (as might be 'expected with international
politics swirling about as they arepngw/@oing) and I find life
more and more worth living.

Shame on the killing of Nxzumula (i fear this is wrongly spelt).

I'm not going to fill this lé€tter with all kinds of whatter
that may bore you.

I am glad that adl goes well with you and the family. May you
long continue to prospex .and be happy.

My love to youlhaldp
Your friend,

b
Yoy —
ity
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PUBLIC OPINION,

2y Torrington fHoad,
Kingston,

Jamaica. B.WIL.

January 3rd, 1957.

Dear Sou,

A happy New Year - rather belatedly - from Jamaical How are you?
And what is news of you, Welve arrived: we've moved in: we've settled.
And we all of us love Jamaica., We are building up on that mountain of
mine and we hope to move into our very own owned home by the end of
Jamuary or early in February. Everything has gomegeempletely right and
we are tremendously happy. The sun is beautifuly the/lend is beautiful
and the sea 1s warmer than body temperatupéy

I am assistant editor of the socielistareekly, Public Opinion,
and take over full editorshio at the beginning of march. At last a
secret ambition is being fulfilled and I shall have a paper of my own
with which to help shape® peoplé's thinking., And I love it: the hard
work and the responsfbility 2 and Jamaiea for giving it to me. Life
is really good. ¢

And Dapiiie andjjths kids love the place and are happy and thriving -
as I expected tg;;};uulda

This, Souy is just a hurried note in a mountain of letters that
I have not written since we arrived, Will write another, longer one
when the pressure eases & little, This is just to let you know that
we are fine and happy and that things are going even better than we
expected - and to say hello; and to ask you to post the things you were
sweet enough to keepr for me to the above address, Come visit the
Caribbean soon, It is a“place to see, especially Jamaica,

Love from all,

Yours ever
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EASTERN MONTANA COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
BILLINGS, MONTANA

After considerable study and deduction, I heave come to the conclusion
thet someone on the Gleener editorial staff is carrying out & clever &and dia-
bolical plot to denigrate our hero, Wills V., and the way this is being done
shows the delicate touch of & mester.

If one does &s I usually do--t2ke & guick look &t the Gleaner when
it first comes, reading the locl news and the comics, and later at leisure
reading the whole paper, he will notice that the heroes in the comics always
speek in a terse and witty way. Their speeches are obviously edited, &s who
cén imegine & man in actual life saying, while grappling with & seven foot
giant who is trying to plunge & dagger into him (as Saint &nd Phentom contin-
ually do), "Oh, so you:mwei¥ to waltz..." In contrest, what happens to Hero
Willo? The Gleaner people print his entire speech verbatimil}

Mr. Isaacs makes so many talks, he just c8&n't possibly make them
all cogent and witty. Although involved with eggs, he is certainly not an
egz~head (but what comic hero is?) @s was in evidence when he was o8ught out
on Spud-nik and then tried to eggsplain all. But our nasty old GleaZner edi-
tors, inktead of haeving him say something clever such as "Let's not prate
of preties," again printed the whole sorry mess in full.

And what an awful thing ebout the threats! Can it be imagined
that Garth or Flash would utter & foolish threat? WNo, they have good editors.
But poor Wiillo: the Gleaner fiendishly prints ALL of his speeches, in which
he incidentally threatens to teke over the telephone company at one time,
and later casually threatens to take over the tourist industry. This has
the effect of reducing him to the stature of Pop, or Ferd'nand, or Dagwood,
thus taking away his heroic quality considerably.

Now our poor hero is on 2 "“holier than thou" kick, and the Gleaner

editorial staff gleefully prints every word, every hem and haw. When he
berates merchants for under-paying their white-towel workers, or the busi=-
ness men for not 8aving the world, the Gleaner does not leave out & comme
nor &n exclamition poimt. But the writers of Garth or Dr. Morgen would
never think of letting their herPes' words fall in full on public ears.
No, they make their upright men do deeds and keep their mouths shut. So
we are left with only Mary Worth to compare to lMr. Isaacs, as her editors
also allow her %o go &bout uttering little do-goodisms. .

Poor Willod lMean old Gleaner!

EASTERN MO
s::::A COLLEGE OF EDUCATION IS A UNIT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA, THE OTHER COMPONENT INSTITUTIONS OF WHICH ARE MONTANA
y UNIVERSITY AT MISSOULA, MONTANA STATE COLLEGE AT BOZEMAN, MONTANA SCHOOL OF MINES AT BUTTE, WESTERN MONTANA
3
L o COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AT DILLON. AND NORTHFRN MOMTAMA ALl FAE AT uaus =
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37 Jessel Drive,
Loughton,
Essex.

September 12, 1256,

My dear Wilbert,

I was really delighted to get your letter of September 12 this
morning and to know that you have found a mkwsxmz place for us., Thank you,
and I will not forget it later,

You will remember I told you I had asked afnamber of other friends
also to look out for 2 place for me., Among themy HalGlave (who also sent
me a telegram today - but he had not yet found a nlace), and also my friend
John Hearme, the writer. I would like yousto do me the fevour of letting
them know you have found a place for me. You kmow where to find Glave,

John Hearne lives at:

tLangley?,
Mount James P04
St. Andrew.

They have tried hard to datheloful and it would not be kind to let them go
on seeking, so please tell them, I will also write to Hearne to get in
touch with you because he is &4 good man as well as a good writer, Aind I
will ask him to letwyou have five pounds deposit beecsuse I heve already
closed my own account with my bank here in London and arranged to have my
account transferred %o a bank in Jamaica. In any case, you know you will
get your money as soon as I arrive on October 1l4th so there is no need to
worry over that. But thank you very much for finding a place for me,

There is so much that I have to do hers now before we leave that
I think it is best to leave the legal formslities about the mortgage and
the house until I am on the spot. And it will be so much betier to go into
these things personally with you when we meet face to face,

I am sorry to hear that nothing has been dene on the land yet.
Still, I will be there very soon now,

My regards to you and yours

s
pr
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30th June, 195¢
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

The bearer Irvine Brown has worked
for me as house-boy and yard-boy for the
past nine months, We have fodnd him honest
and reliable and recommend him to anyone
who may require his serviges, While with
us he has learnt to cook quite well and
generally to run a home, He is particular-
ly good with children and animals,

Yours truly,

Peter Abrahams,
PA/ss
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Sudday

Dear Peter, Daphne and all-- ’

But mainly to Peter in apology for not seeing him off
as promised yesterday morﬁinz. In abject apolegy, and not -excuse,
for I am only now sobering up. I only hope that I didn't put
you behind waiting -- and particularly since I hold a secret
happiness stili that though it went badly I still didn't say good-bye
the night beffee. It was such a thrill te, S€e you, sorehow daying
good-bye would hawe been sad, etc... @imfway I should have been
able to behame myself Fri. night beMag oUt.with my prédstly brother,
but I'm afraid neither of us qdd,ffaliing in with & convivdal crowd
at 2 newspaper bar (principlwm, Malt Kelley --"Pogo'"-- and the proprieter)
who fell upon us for scofie reason plying us with Stingers, and we
fegl upon them richtybackeplying them with stingers. I fell into
bed in a stingerystupor about $:30 a.m. and never heard the &x 7 .:

oclock alammygwhich” I set in full drunken confidence at 5:35.

1 hepe you fared better, and gather that you did, since
you dfigenfall did get away... Again it was great to see you =
and I hope you don't hold toounhappy memories of New York --
which I imagine you don't, now that youre again in the happy
arms of your family --

Best love to all,

‘. -



7/21/59

Dear Peter -

Last night Ruth Jett called me and told me of her wonderful visit to
you and your fine family. After talking to her, I decided that I would
send you a letter I wrote to you earlier - and also this letter.
Actually, I didn'y hold back for any reason other than the fact that
I'm possibly the worst correspondent known to mam. Even when I write
létters. the question of mailing them coffgen goes unanswered. And

there's the well-known rub.

I've heard from Nadine Gordimer and she outlired the problems of
the recent riots back homes She gave me a more graphic picture
than any found in our newspapers. The Africans not orly wrecked
the beer halls. Man, they wrecked the movies, the stores, the
etcetera and so-forth. In short, they raised hell., I think the
Afrikaaners in your old homeland had better see the light of

day, or they'ye going to be sorry. And in our lifetime, too.

Things have been happening here. I'm back at work, and it's an
interesting job. I'y doing some writing for the Dapartmené of
Welfare, and I liké the job far better than I did my old one.
MBut - and this is no compdaint - it leaves me little time for
my own worke I shudder to complain because somehow we just
don'y seem to make money from our work. I imagine that if many
people had to create under our circumstances, there'q be no
books written at alle. Byt, we live and continue to sing and

all the odds and the evils can'y seem to silence us.



Speaking of writing brings me to the next point. Ruth tells me you'pe
interested in applying for the Guggenheim grant. I'g emcourage you to
do soe I called the office tecday and asked about an application for
you. You would fall inte bﬁe category of the Caribbean Fellows. So,
write to Mn.. Henry 4llen Moe, John Simon CGuggenheim Memorial Femndation,
551 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. Ask for an applicaticn blank and
tell them you are a permanent resident of Jamaica. They will then
gend you a blanke This form is to be filled out and returned, and
there's a hell of a lot of work involved. By the time you get the
blenk - or when you get it - you write toc me in a hurry and I'1l

send you my copy of the material I filed. In fact, you'g better

send me along one of the copies of the fomms they send you, then =

if you won't think I'y being supersilious - I'11 £ill it out for

you, mail it back to you, and you can go on from there.

Let me add now: The basis for my application was as fcllows: That
I had two works I wanted to complete within a year, and that on my
full time joh, I could not complete them. I asked the Founéation
for $4,,500, and this amount relieved me of my work burden. I could
then pour all my energies intc writing for one full year. (Plus
listen to Bill Branch, entertain Peter Abrahams, Nadine Gordimer,
and a lot of wonderful people.) It strikes me that your appli-
cation should have the same basis - namely, that you need to be

released from your present work burdens so you can write a nbvel.

I repeat that this is a lot of work. Why? Because in one section,
you must outline your career and early background as well as your
accomplishments. In the second part, you must outline what you
intend to do if you get a F&llowship and outline as best you can

the work you want to dos I also included the fact that, despite



the notices for A LAND BEYOND THE R‘ZFYER, the economic returns were

negligible, and I still had to werk full time in order to maintain

»

my family. i =

Well, I',e talked so much aboué the Guggenheim that I haven't had a
chance to talk about wﬁat'é been happening. For one thing, I', sorry
I gave you that copy of STAR OF THE MORNING (the Bert Williams seript
that was my Gygeenbeim project) I'm sorry because 1'ye just finished
the twenty second re-write of the danu thing. Wy had a public reading
the other night, and I must say, Peter, that I am almest hapy with
ite It will be produced off Broadway sometime in the Fall, I am

told. Wg shall see about that. But, the present draft is radically

different from the one you have. So, domn'y be too harsh about that one.

Helen and the children are well. Mglvin - the baby - is with her
parents in Fennsylvania. Tomny is in summer school. +he beautiful
Helen is still beautiful and still the best thing that ever happened
to me. How is your lovely Daphne? Ruth tells me she is a dream. And
Ruth is in love with those children of yours. . . Bill Branch is
well. Hg is busy as hell, writing for Jackie Robinson who has a
coclumn in the New York Post. Most recently Bill wrote a pageant
for the NAACP Convention here. It came off well. Bill Johnston -
the tall white boy you met at my house who is involved with the
Episcopal Churchmen for South Afriea - called the other day and
wanted to know if I'Q heard from you. Jobnston tells me Joost de
Bjank will be here égain in October. Also, he was distrubed =-

as wag Nadine - over the banning of Chief Lithuld back home. I
suppose you know he's been banned. To a radius of scme 20 miles

for five years - because of his activities with the Congress.



Parig XIV®, le 12-2%50
19, Villa Duthy

Dear Daphne and Peter and all the family, without any histories sons

fall from heaven like ripe apples, it seems to me. We are so gkad that
all has passed over so well and so good, _aWd I propose to Peter to hang
over the cradle of the son (what is his(p@me? ) a pencil, like a friend

of mine, a mathematics-man, who hung gver” the cradle a Xxximgkx triangle,
a thing with three corners that usesymathematical people, to give him

the inspiration to become also a mathematical genius. My english has

not become better in the meantime, "I feele I would come F®X just on: the
birthday of the son, but then‘came a translation to do, the most boring
one Irever did; it is a guide for the holy year fhrough Roma, and a bad
guide with a heap of errors, “but they do not want that I remark them.

So I translate that number 603 in the Sixtina isf a dying soldier and
that you must take the (Via S.Marta to arrive to the station or alse-

wkxe where, and that_on\sunday the prices of museums are lower than on the
other days and so ons\Eaehtime I go asleép in translating, and that will
g0 so on until the ‘end of februarye. Then I hope really to inspect the

son and the House and”you all, and to do nothing than that mgﬁes pleasure
to mee In march perhaps we shallfind the first vielets, only the fiarst
ones smell so good, later on they don't smell a2t all.

What says Ann to her little brother? Was she quite estheonished? A
little bit jalouse like notre cat? Take care with the cat, cats like to
jumpf on the little children because they have it warm there, and they
are too heavy for them, there have been accidents.

Kaethe had to work also’'all the time and also now. We are busy all the
time,%too much, I find.
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Did you hear from Audibertl? He was 31tt1n on my Manuscript a lot
of time now, and I think he could ansgwer. Wha% you think o%
I have finished the translation, I will send out again some cogles
of my history, but I should like to have the answer of Audiberti be-
fores I tried to read some little articles of him in "Combat", but I
fould not; I found his language and his thoughts quite artificial,
full of vanity, it seems to me, I did not like that. And what is
with Peters publication by Gallimard? I should be so glad to read
Peters books in french, because I can't _dn english. We have an english
friend that knows Peters books and is most interested with, she is
not really english, but south-afriseifiy sthinking like we all. I like her
very much, and Peter must see her.

All my love for you all; bulk it is bad that I can't see jou at
each moment I want it to do. Your P{

v W

e f N/
Dear Kids, ; ; ¥
I was immen gla@ Yo hear that H E has arrived, a girl
and a boy, to beginn with,{igg match nicely, I think. Comp11m~nte° to Daphme
for having it arranged €0 rfectl%. How does, the child. 1ook resemblance
t0 mother or father predomitating? [Ur mixture of both of youl - Here, we
are guite busy, as usual / but this ftime 1t seems to be lucrative business
in some way. Some duthOllty is uisﬁrlbutlng these last months some money
which had been tpken away from thie iews. Bvidently 1t is the cuestion of
mi¥lions. Bhe g#ffter part of this money has been sent to Palestine, in
Prance it is distributed to Non-Jews, for remaking an existence, buJing
of machines and so on., The moment ve understood, that for once this has
not been a dream, we alarmed all our friend Non-Jews and had until now the
immense pleasure that one boy at least who is in a miserable situation

will get the money. Let's hope that other will get it too.
Bty foo do-dby
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