ABSTRACT

lhe historv of women in the West Tndies has been neglected,
There is a dearth of material on this subject, largely becausc
West [odian women up until recently have been iuvisible.l Yet
they never secm to [it the image of the delicate, diffident and
unassuning female,

The few works on our women ol the past have been gencral
historius.[ More recently there Is a move towards biographlics
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of free coloured men” who excelled in thelr particular vocation
but there is neo corresponding move [ar women, VYot among them there
were Individvals who rejected conventlions in order to  achlieve
what they wished. Not all were faceless individuals - some emerged
as stalwarts of their times and deserve more than a “ootnote in
history,

Mary Scacole was one such woman. Scacole suffered all the
customary and legal disabilities of her race and sex In the
nineteenth century but with detevmination and courage manage to
pull hersel? out of the faceless mass of West Tndian coloured women.
Though typical in many wavs of colourced women then, she stands uni-
que in her achievement as a nursce. Her early widowhood enabled
her to challange the Victorian concept of the woman being house-
pound, necding the protection of a man, whose ultimate vocation was
marriage and moiherhood., She asserted her independence but succecd-
ed in maintaining her femininitv. GShe considered it her dutv to

help those who necded her help and so fulfilled thie philanthropic
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role  ascribed to women of the age. She was one of tihe [ew women



who vmancipated herself from the voke of gsoverciegn man, vetr took

pleasure in scrving thewm as nerse and surrogate mother,



