BIG APPLE: DONALD TRUMP, (left), real estate billion-
oire tycoon of New York with Dr Marjorie Thorpe, Am-
bassodor of TT to the UN, and Senator Ken Gordon,
Minister of Industry, Emterprise and Tourism. Photo by
ROGER HAYDEN CELESTIN.

NEXT WEEK — ON TOUR WITH DESPERS

By SELWYN TARRADATH

STEELBANDS have
been touring the world
sinca the early years of
their formation. But the

uaiut, exotic sounds of

ussian Symphony, who
later became Red Army
and Merry Makers,
Katznjammers, TASPO
and finvaders have given
way| to the symphonic
mudc of Pan North
Starg, Des does, Tri-
poli, Trinidad All Stars
and Casablanca.

These bands have es-
tablished the status of the
Steel Orchestra as a bona
fide member of the musi-
cal family by performing
at some of world's
most presti venues,
such as the Royal Albert
Hall, The Apollo Theatre,
Camegie Hall, The Ham-
mersmith Odeon and the
Lincoln Centre, to name a
few places.

Steelband music is still
a luxury among connois-
seurs of fine music, but we
have been capturing new
devotees with each perfor-
mance before an interna-
tional audience. The steel-
band can hold its own

agai any r
symphony orchestra; in

But hassles for steelbandsmen in big city

fact the performances of
the works of the masters
leave hardened music
buffs spellbound and
breathless after hearing it

:rformed on pan for the
irst time.

Native Culture

It is interesting that cer-
tain high officials of the
Tourism Authority, and
even a government minis-
ter are trying hard to sell
off the steelband as a
mere gimmick to promote
tourism. We are suvosed
to J)mjec( the “Yellow
Bird” and “Rum and
Coca-Cola”  stercotype,
native culture to appease
the imaginations of a few
tourists, instead of doing
the correct thing, which is
marketing the steel or-
chestra in the heart of the
metropole where our so-
phistication can be appre-
ciated in a financally
viable way.

The steelband is our
greatest ambassador.

All the money spent on
missions abroad is really

a waste of time unless we

can jolt the attention of the
%?ople we wish to target.
me and again we have
seen our diplomats frus-
trated by foreign dignita-
ries who are not too keen
to indulge officials from
this little speck of dust that
has nothing much to offer.
Steelband music breaks
all barriers and opens
channels of communica-
tion. I have been on tours
with high ranking govern-
ment officials who nor-
mally snob panmen.

Recent Tour

It was amusing to see
after a few days, officials
liming with us and bor-
rowing pan sticks, so that
they could - them-
selves off as mem-
bers, and mﬁ chance to
raghtg the ladies.
steelband has al-
ways been used as a politi-
cal football by those in
power, simply a means to
an 1 had many oppor-

this at

first hand on the recent

tour of New York City by
Desperadoes.

This I will go into full
detail next week.

I was in a meeting with
Senator Ken Gordon the
morning after the Carne-

gie concert, at his
posh’ Essex Hotel suite,
along with resenta-
tives of the North Ameri-
can ion of Pan Trin-
bago. had requested

the meeting to find out
how in the future they
could assist bands that
will be coming to North
&merica to mid some of
e es t
endured through bag ar-
rangements between our
government and the orga-
nisers of the tour,
The evening before, the
does had up-

Selwyn Tarradath is Education Officer with Pan Trin-
bogo, and has recently retumed from touring with De-
sperodoes.

ovation at the show, which
was patronised by the elite
of the city, including bil-
lionaire d Trump,
who was allowed to wave
his hands in front the Pops
in a charade of condutting
the orchestra through one
of their selections.
Obviously - this im-
pressed Minister Gordoa
very much, as Donald
Trump epitomises the

is gesture was just
another successful public
relations manoeuvre
Trump, who could afford
to patronise the New York
Pops to the tune of a few
hundred thousand dollars,
and get a chance to play
with another toy.
During our meeting I
had intended to keep quiet

and allow the others to
conduct their business,
but Mr Gordon was intent
on painting a rosy picture
to them of things to come.

Knowing better, I could
not help but cut in and
bring it to his afttention
that unless we put the cor-
rect structures in place
back home to p y
handle the export the
steelband art form, we
would continue to ‘spin
“top in mud,” and be put-
ting ourselves at the
mercy of people like John
Campi.

The Minister's res
by. was that we neafo‘t\f:

Campis of the world, and
that we should not be ﬁgm-

“Winning what?”

He went on enthusiasti-
cally about how many
connections we had made

Desperadoes upstage New York Pops

through Desperadoes’
performance, and that he
was in the process of draft-
ing a letter to Donald

'Immg.

1left that meeting know-
ing that the Steelband had
achieved nothing; all my
Minister was concerned
about was the connections
he had made.

It mattered little that
the overnment  had
bungled all the arrange-
ments for the tour, and gi-
ven Mr Campi the man-
date to treat the artistes
like chattel.

It would have been all
right for the band to re-
ceive a standing ovation in
the most prestigious con-
cert hall in the world, help
in filling the coffers of the
New York Pops, and go
back broken and unhappy
to the dreary confines of
the Barmard College dor-
mitory, where they would
not have been allowed to
even entertain friends.




