ABSTRACT
Knowledge, Altitudes and Practices of boys and girls
aged 8-9 years with regard t.o their sexual behavior and

risk of acquiring HIV/AIDS.

Jacaguel ine Green

The apparent increase in the prevalence of 8Ths and
the new epidemic HIV/ATDS are definite caunses for public
concern, This study compares the knowledge, attitudes
and practices of boyvs and girls aged #-9 vears with
regard to sexual behavior and their risk of acquirineg
AIDS,

Sixty five Sl_l.lt’.lt—:\‘.‘l’ft!«?\ ({31 boys, 31 girls) within the
age range 8-9 ,\’?_Ef[‘.s were selected from grades 2, 3 and 4,
at August 'I”owr{.‘.‘r‘r‘irnﬁr‘y .’Schoo]. Porsonal interviews with
a standard qt_;;stimmairo were conducted at the school

with the c:onsehl;,g)f Lhe parents.

The girls scorard marginallw highrr (231 t he
questionnailre than Lhe bovs, bt there wWiole nao
staliatically =significant differcncees. Parents  were

rateild second to radio and televicion by their children as
a first gsource of informalion about =zex,
Sexual approsches were experienced by 65% of the

sample, with 15% actually becoming involved sexually.



it

There wepre more bovs (18%) than girls (13%) involved in

sucrh activitsy, The risk of acquiring HIV/AIDS Lhirouugh

sexnal involvement is possible as 15% of those who were
approached for sexual relationships responded,

Insufficient knowledege anid negat ive attitudes

Lowards HIV/AIDS victims by some of the 8-9 vears old can

he considered risk factors of acqguiring the disease.



