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Dear llembel", 

Jamaica, W.I. 

Telephone 4253 

.;i'Rli!'J?_'.Q.i..,O• _' he first iru.. on: -l 11 t o-e-,11·.v 'Ctint~ i n the 
111 t&k ,Vlace on ,o.ndn=,, the ll•th o·J,.· J'uul.l ey1 in the 

'toyer ot the Lib.rfll"Jt 2. 'I.om Uede :m , y t•nu" , t a. 1:; !)e l'le 
':'be urogl'OlllnO on thia: occasion ll b t.f\lr. J)y Dr,, Cedx-io 

Hentschel who hoe just joined the l'. , . h . e 111 a~ . on-
.,, .. ro q BPOTlf" _ s- some rof'l ct ions on Wl uuft.el iont'ble trio, 
ocoae1oned by J ohn COW'l)er i'owys • e ninetlen~h b ruhd:33 • • 

Pl.ease oome out ruld b1• • your L"riend.e to ,hf't promises to be 
an 1ntereet1ng ond entert in1ng t oJ.lt • 

.......,..-2QIJ?l[~ n M 4, • ID -I-A£.1 Mr . Rob ... r te hu•1n~ bc>e Hon. 
t~runaica P. L . J., we h !.. ve l>oen ris k ed to aubccr1be to u-u, 

.emoric l Pund whi <>h ia t o be opaned fhortl.3 . Ae you kl'l.01' , tho P • • N. 
h · e not i;ot Y e l t. 1 ge b lance f rom , ·tu.ch t o d rnw !'or ,'mGh pur-
oos~•n,, e.nd you a re the e oz-e uppeul ed 'Lo i.<> cor.ad 1 subuc.rip .. 1 
t o·~ards thi e "'",PO'"'I r 0 ooon r.B you o· n . I'l v .ce for 1t l"ll yo ,r donatl 
cl i r--~t to our , !P..~~-q-~1 -:.· !.~ Pi 1~! :t 1'1t;i_c ... ":f.cul~:Cff, ce • M 
.lUD41s:\Qr& Qe ~ or , l l' i t .i. t3 rr.O .1.' ... conv".1 ent to :,ou, l eav , i t .. 1 th tr 
nttl\Y hOUle • dd:reaa, 1 Li.D9M9M QmPS;ent , K1ng,iton l.Q.., n I 111 
sec that she get o i t. UWI L
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~.r. Pe te:r Abrahams, 
c/o Messrs Faber and Faber , 
24 , Russell oquar e, 
London. 

Dear Mr . Abrahams, 

THE DEAN'S HOUSE. 

UNIVERSITY RESIDENCE, 

COTTESLOE, 

JOHANNES.BURG. 

TELEPHONE 31 - 2722 

~..,~~Ml,_ name is not known t o you; but I am 
vriting to you) about matters which, I t hi nk, may 
concern us botb . 

. As an introduction, I am a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Sout h African Centre of 
International P .E .N. , a wr iter of s chool text-book1 
and s ome mi oor creative pieces. 

I am writing to you, primarily , because 
our P.E.N . Committee has t wo projects in v i e w whicb 
may intere st you. First, we are holding a nat ion­
wi de abort story competition, open to any South 
Afr i c an writer in English ; and we would like to 
bring it to the notice of South Afrtcan wr iters 
in English overseas. I have written to Mr. Lewis 
NKos i in the United States t o ask bi m t o 
publicise it tbere 1 and his response was 
enthusiastic . May I claim on your kindness t o 
let writers in tbe United Kingdom know about it ? 
I enclose a few notes on the details. Ne 
are particularly anxi ous to have as wide a 
selection of manuscripts as possible from writers 
of all r aces, so tbat the final selection of 
s tories may be truly representative of the bo s t 
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work South Africans can produce. 

Secon'dly, we are a lso pl ann i ng to hold a 
Conference of Wrlters in English, probably next ye ar 
(if we c an ge t the money !), and I enclose some notes 
about this too. We should very much appreciate your 
blessing in this enterprise, which will -not be an 
easy one to car~y throug ho We should much like to 
get the names of pe ople overseas who would be 
prepared to send us their good wishes, when the 
time comes, or who might help us i n other ways . 
We feel that there is an ur gent need for writers to 
discus s mutual problems here i n an ·atmosphere in 
which race is not the overriding consideration. Our 
problems as writers are the same ; and they are grave 
i n this day an6 age , and need deep consideration. 

Third, and this is adding a personal note, I 
would like to a sk you a f avour, if I may. I have 
recently returned to cr eative writ ing, and have

8
t riee 

a number of manuscripts on · hand. Among the m are/ anc 
verses whic~ are clearly not publishable hereo 
Some of us here f ee l choked bec ause there is no local 
market for our writings ; and though we are compelled 
to write because there is so muc h waiting to be 
written about South Africa and its pe oples, we do 
so knowing that there is no me ans of setting our 
~ork freeo we f ee l t hat, with the bulk of mat erial 
being produced overseas, per· s on a l contacts must 

· c ount i n "getting things noticed", and we are cut 
of f fr om them. When we meet to t a lk about our craft, 
even, we talk to echoes. There is little stimul us, 
and even less chance of publieation. 

It has, however, been suggested to me tha t I shou 
~ mit verses for pos s i bl e public ation to a certain 
small publis her i n England. I have a feeling t h~t 
this is one of those firms who batten on the unwary 
by making the poet pay to have his wor k in pr int. 
However, I suppose there is notbinR lost bv l e ttin~ 
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the firm conce i ned see what I have done, though 
I should feel happier with a reputable f irm. 
Among the verses which I propose to submit t o 
them are the enclosed. One concerns your self . You 
may not feel it is valid ; but it does e xpress 
what I felt, I think, after reading the last 
part of Return to Golio Anyway, I feel that it 
would be rude of me to send it to any one who might 
publish it without letting you see it first. lf 
you take strong objection to its being presented 
for publication, ple ase l e t me know . 

The othe r ve rses are experimental - personally , 
I don 't think a middle-aged European female in 
soft circumstances is entitled to wr i te such 
poe ms ; but someone had · to try , and I fe lt 
compelled to. I enclofl e t hem for you to see because 
I t .hink you ar e one of the v,riter s who may be able 
to produce vital, " punch- drop" English verse out 
of Africa. And I t hink it needs writing - ur gent ly. 

Typing costs me a lot so, wryly, I must ask 
f or these carbons back - envelope is enclosed ! 
Unles s you think these verses are good enough . for 
a· reputable publisher to conside r and know one who 
would consider them . But t bat ' s t wisting your arm . 
I only cadge bec ause se nding t hi n~s i nt o tbe void, f i 
from a void, with the virtual certa inty of a long 
wait befor e re jection i s a blighting pr oce s s ma~y 
of us bere are s uffe ring fr om. It is particularly 
so f or t hose of us wr iting abort stories . Ver se 
is, afte r all , a l uxury for most pr ofess i onal wr iter 

I hope to be i n Engl and in J anuar·y; and if 
you are in Lond on , and would care to mee t me to 
di scuss s ome of the problems f ac i ng South nfric an 
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wr iters, here and i n exile, it would give my 
husband and myself much pleasure t o entertain 
you . We bope to have a flat i n London for a 
couple of mon ths ·4t l eas t . 

May I say in conclusion how much I have 
been 11 g1 van furiously to think II by t he works of 
your~ which I have read, and how good I think 
they are. 

Yours s i ncerely, 

¥~s. M. K. Black. 
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P . E .N. CLUB CONT:..:;ST 

~ntries will be accepted on the understanding 
that any story selected may be published in the newspa­
pers collaborating with the P . E.1l . club in the competition 
for a fee of R30 and may later be published in book form 
for a fee of R4 a thousand words . 

MANUSCRIPTS 

An author may submit any num~ er of manuscripts 
b etween 2 ,000 and 3,000 w&rds each , typed in double spac­
ing and written on one side of the paper only. 

A pen name may be used bu t t he real name must be 
disclosed . In a covering letter, t he author must state 
that the manuscripts are his own original work and must 
give his usual address . 

Manuscripts ,which are not returnable, should be 
sent to ; 

11 South African Short Story Competition" , 
P . O. Box 17191 , 
Hillbrow, 
Johannesburg . 

Copyright will be ret ained by the author . 

Entries for consideration for b ook publication 
ONLY , must be marked ; 

BOOK PUBLICATION ONLY ; NOT FOR NEWSPAPER.JUSE 

The last date for r eceiving entries for the News­
paper Talent Search will b e : 

AUGUST 30th , 1961 . 

' 
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1 . I t is pro9osec'. t '.:r t t '..e Gocit~. , f::::-i ctn Centre o:': :tn ~:=:!'K t ..:.onc.l , . ::. . !! . 
s:.ouic. S;_Jor.sor 2. con::erence r,f ~-rr~. t ers t c be :.e:..~: ~ n ~ o:i, r:nes burg 
: .::1 i-:ove:~.ber or ;ecer.:ber, 1S61 pr Se.f'~ 'l\~"'2...~ 

,. 
, .. '1

1he obj ec t of t~- e Conf erer:ce ~.7:..J. ~•- ~c to r:-~ s cus s t:~e t t: e.? .~: 
'1:. i: 1: :,:r:i_,~_ , 1;; .: ,L::. :~.:.: Ii :·; .~ CJ:._.._:_XJ'l' r.:~i<.:.Cr i: CC.1fT.2j~':_"' 

:. t is fe:::..~ ·1ery stron.~2.y t :.r.t ':: ere :.s ,;n u :---:..,er.t nce-l :for ·.rr:. te::-s 
2.n SngE!:;!~ to :'.:or:.t!lrte .~.r. ·: cln·:'.·::y t ~ c5., · ro~. e :i.n t.ir5.ca t v .:l:-y . 
• 7cr lr~ in·;;erest :i.s :':oc1.1ssed on 1-7.r:.c:- , ~.11d ,vi.ll ·uc s0 focussed f o::­
so:.!e ti.r..e . • f:·iter s ::,rese::t I f r i c" ·;:,r, -::te •;ror .u1; ·.nd -.:Ley :_)l ay ;: 
l , rge !)2.rt :·.::. s:~2)inr; r r.r:l e::_;r•.Gs:.r.1; ·;:,:1ou r;:'!t :.-.e :rc . 'f'..ey must l:r!O"tl 

r::~t t:. ei r rcs:,ions5.~i.li-'.::.' ':)S "r e; :.v.,r f ar :.:. e:r wi.E be c:'.Jle t o 
ex~Jress t :.::::·:sclves f r eely; 2!1d \•Lat iXtr'..: ·;:;, ey c ;~:-;. l)l ,_y i n s:. ,q i n;:; 
cur future . 

..Eng=.i sr,- s,e:.:~:.ng \·rr:.terc ~.;-.ve ~ !Y r ti o:>r ly i n porto.nt :J~rt to 
pl:-.y bec 2.us3 .. ~r..6-::.sL is ~ r.1ajor , !-::::-ld :'..c.ngu,.8e; ru1r; :-.lso tE::c ;mse 
Bngl i s~1, •_.r;__ ·.:~: ~<'r encli , ::_s l i kely to bec o;-.::c J.:.r i c 2. 1 s ::'..ir.r.,c:· :frc:nca . 
J.. new, vi. t cl ,.::r.g:'..i s:1 i s :,t::i l!J crer.t ed :.r1 A:':r i c 2. i.-1.::5.c:~, ., s t '..e 
::ritten wor e., •r.:. .. 11 hr.ve n. •.-mrlc- ·.-,:.de im.?act; t Lc L 1plicF.t2.cns of 
:_ ts e r ovr i:.h • r e i ::1,0rt2rt'c and s;:0uld be eJ::.--:u;-.i.ned. 

C~.GA!r .. u;A'IT CI: jJJD (""", " '""' · 1 •-
v 1.., 1, .. 

1. I t i s sugeeste1 t :.~.t ·t he Confe~·enc e be :-.elc: over ,, ;,eek- end, i n 
Johir.nesburg, possi~ly :o t ·t:.e i.Jn:'..ver sity . 

3. 

:.<'our t opic s w:1.11 ;:,~ d.~. sc· ssed, a t f cur separi.~e cessions . 1.t ec:d,, 
3 o::- t1, s i:or-t, '.~5-c.:_nut e !):~:.,ers 3)res ent:i.ng d5-ff e:r ent .'.'.S) Ccts of t :.e 
t o,::. c ·.-ell ::,e r e ;,d, fo...,_lo·N"ed ':,y d.5. s cus3ior.s ;11<J t he C>.cin:,c:.n I s 
sul'ITG'.i.ng- u::, . J ::.f f e:rer::t C:-ain::en will hr ndJ.e e~ c:1 to::,1 c . :na.nent 
~rt ~:or s :-,i.11 be ~s::ed t ," u11~~ ert\.,.lce t t!i s t r[;1: rnd t o Jr ~s en.t p: ~,(;rs . 

:;•;: is sug::,;;r·~ed. ·:..: .: t t:·.e o:-~:-1n:.. s c:::;:i nn o: t'.:e Con:cr ence be i n ti.. e 
L::-nd.s of " ::-t ee r~.r,g Ccmr...ittee cot:pos ec o:: :.-.~ei:fr,er8 of t Le ~:cuth 
i.:fr :"..can ·· . S . ii. -~ ecu t ive Co:·,r.i·~t ee 2.nc: o·::.:..ers · fr.r,se speci.t2ist ::-5 d 
r.1::;.y :iel :J ,.,;_,, e;:~. u } . .:'.r.is t r ?t :..ve su".>-co,::r,1.:.-t·.::ees \-1ili : ::-.r:dle ::-.t .t ·~er s 
sucl: r-.s ::.ccor.;o,kt.:\.on , t r ~:1sport, pu ~)l:i.ci·~y ~nd fi r.::-n ce . 

r.. . :.:: t i s Loped t ::at • !, e 2.ns n-y :Je foun1 of 2)u b2.i s:ir.g t he p,:::_:,ers 
read o11d ti::.e conc:..1.1s:..on3 :~e2.c:,ed oy t: e Conferer..ce bec;:,.1~se t hi s i s 
.: r ese:.-.r c~·- projec t of V;}.l ue to •,vr::..tc r s e•ier y ,v:ae r e . 

5. I t ::..s :~o":)ed °tl- ::..nvite deJ.c6:: t c:s f r o:-.1 'i: ::!~T~.:·o!';_e s O.!ts::.de '.:::_e ]r.ion, 
ccrt~_f".ly :'r :::1 t ~.c ~~otlesi~ .. s c~nd : ig: .. Cor:1t::.cs:_0:1 '_'c ::-ri-~ories . .... t, 
:..s r ~s o >.o:·.ccl t o :.r.·ri·~e d.5.st :i.nb;..12.s: ed cucer vers :fro:.; overse2.s . 'i.'he 
i ~;ternrtior:;_.l .:, ccretary of .? . ;i,. i' . , !.',T . u;:..vi d C.:- rver, , .. Ji~"l 'be :u::::ed 
t o attencl. , ':..o r c9r e::::er.:t t Le :· r:·cer :::-ti orn::.J. ore;,·nis.:-t::.on. i. ntl.i.1ber 
of ;re:.:. ::n,."'m \·rr::.. tcrs :--r:G ::..::..- er 2..!"'J 2~-r,.:r es ·,1:·._1 c lso be c_3ked . 
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6..., '1l·e Ct>nfe:rence \tlll be held under ·J...e t.enus of tl-.e C!ia rter of 
lntff'natiollal ? • .Q:. N. i t will :.e non-polit;i.c.: 1, t.oug-}1 wr J.ter$ c.nd 
s _::ie::.1.k<ir,- will be free to express t.he:..r vi ~ws -,1.t.hi n th e -'.:e:nns of 
reference l dd down f or e :l.ch t opic. "It will be open to any writ er 
• 'Ji'....~,. h 
1.n ..,,at:,A-l.S • 

7. The r,~aih costs of the Conference ~re E";:X!)ected to be : 
a ) r ail and o·~her fz.res ?or specL ~l ly i nvited Qeleg_~-tes· t..nd 

coser vers ,,1..~c cannot afford t o come o·t l. e.r.wis:e­
b) accor.10datio.n and X:ood wh.er e r:.ec.ez,~_acy 
e) printi n&: and puoll.shing 
a) ,.cle.~al e~pe.nse s nnd pub·J -i"city 

·s.. Of t ~e-se -:-o&S~s-;_ tite- fb:.st-- <\O,Cl' A±.ird wil l .b.e L~ \ci-&str;:_.;. A -de:tit5 .. l e:d 
'"l:Stimate -cat:inot be .ma de .unti.l. j;_t'•.is known wh.o wi'lt a~e.p,t':·_invita tions 
to a t tend, from over.sec::.s aoo= _f:rcn l:ere. .Rai1.. t r .?.~,-:,, fYen , .. ,~_thin 
the 7tepu blic, i;s ~yond t he means of ::lan,' v.-el1,.:.kno~m :C-Quth _.P. f r ican 
~~ l t - .is hoped to. i nvite about 200 ~r:s:ons: n.s del ega tes 2nd 
o);:i:~~~ :ifll! t heir·· private -c<:ti._paci~y ot:t-·Jl~ .repw..eaenting orgnpis;i.tions. 

Printing of papers will. . be a h eayy ita.1,,. e.s •'f'd,.:U ~-r anscr i.pts. from 
recordings. 

A current rough estimate of costs sLows :-£hat ·:a~pr~aately £1,.0CO 
-will ha.ve to be found, ap2.rt ~rom smdl e.r.1ou-nts--eollec ted f rom 
private .donor-Sr.. vr ganiser s of t c.e Conf erence wi ll be volunt~ry 
vor !cers-_,_ 

1. 'It it ho~· t:.::::.t functions at t t.e Confer ence w;lll include t Le 
induction Qf Gou.it.ii l'.fri.cc.n 1~ . 2 .1: . 1 s new . :resident, t•:i~s L/ .. ":Y ·:~..:i 1J.'JLT 
wcose wor !<s :1.:ve -:rece::.. ved ~.,rorld f-.ccl?. .. : .. G 2.s ·001:h Looks and films . · • 

z. =~~;;: rs ho!_Jcd t :~c,&.t t : .. e : .1"' • ~,ociety of journ~J.i ~ts rr:11 t :~e i 1 , i~ . u . • 
w::i.11 co-opr::r ~t e i n t l!e ent er!)r L::e . 

3. ~t :..s hoped t ::.:.t tl-.. e Cor..f8r ence wi ll r ece:i.ve full ~:,ublici t y :::er e 
n:ri over sea s , rLd w:'.11 r~ake a vc:.luable cont ri but:..c.n to ·::Le study 
of kf r ::.car.. (:)art:..cular::!.y Couth 1 fri can) af fdrs a s fr.r r .s writer s 
, nd jour nr.~ists c.:.re concer ned . 
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-i ."IE INTERNATIONAL P.E.N. CLUB 

Pr.,ille»t 
R.L .C. AARONS, Esq. 

1st Vice-P,·eoident 

A W ORLD ASSOCIATION OF WRITERS 

JAMAICA CENTl{E 
C/0 THE INSTITUTE OF JAMAICA. 

14- 16 EAST STREET. V HJ.-H>,,ifit,(t. A. L.Hendriks, Esqo 
2,.a Vice-President KINGSTON. 
DR. Vernon F. Anderson, 0 .8 .E., M .D. 

Hon. Secretary J AMAICA. 8.W .I. 
MRS. H . V. ORMSBY MARSHALL 

B on. Treasurer Telephone 4253 
A. K. ELLIOTT. Esq. 

Peter Abrahams , Esqo, 
164- 66 Ha rbour Street , 
Kingston. 

Dear Mr. Abrahams , 

February 12th ,1960o 

I am deli ghted to hear that you have dec i ded t o become a member 
of our Centr e of the P. E. N., and it brings me great satisfaction to 
be able t o say that your application f or membership has been pa ssed 
by our Committee , not only unanimously, but with applause ~ 

I enclos e herewith a copy of our Rules for you. Please forward 
your entrance fee of 5/- and annua l subscription of o~e guinea dir ect 
t o our Hon. Treasurer as follows: - A. K.Eiliott , Esq., 78 Sandhurst 
Crescent , Kingston 6 , a t your convenience o 

We look f orward to having you with us as oft en as possible, and 
welcome you very heartily to our circle . We hope that you will enjoy 
your associations with us as time goes byo 

Sincer ed.~ ~ . 

H.v:ormsby Crshall , 
Hon. Secreta ry. 
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" 
Dear Member, 

THE INTERNATIONAL PoEoNoCLl 
Jamaica Centre • 

• 
Treasurer's Address: 

78 Sand.hurst Crescent, 
Kingston 6. 4 M 

• AY 1960 

As you lmow our financial year begins bn the 1s t or Novembero 
Our membership fees are payable in a dvance , s o that your sub­
scription for this year is now due . 

I shall be glad to receive as early as possible your guinea. 
Please send it to me a t the above address while it i s fresh in 

your mindt 

Yours since r el y , 

A.KoElliott , 
Hone Treasur er. 

Pl ease note : Your ent rance f ee or 5/- t ogethe r with the annua l 
subscription or one guinea both became due on your election t o 
membership. e should b e gl ud if you would l et us hove t hese amounts 

.. as early as poss i ble . L: -..~ .)~-!--
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.... ~ ~J!.Lt __ ~ J~ CU1& n.,eai,,usion 
RADIO JAMAICA LIMITED 

DIRECTOR$ 

SENATOR O.J. JUDAH,C.O.E.(cH•IRMAN) 

W. MACLURG .( MANA.GIHG DIRECTOR) 

CHAS. D'COST A 

BR.OADCASTJNG HOUSE 

P.O. BOX 23, KINGSTON 5 

JAMAICA, WEST INDIES 

CAI i.ES 

BROAOCO • JAMAICA 
Tll!PHONES 

68151 • &8169 
REGISTERED omcr1 

32 LYNDHURST ROAD 
CROSS ROADS 

G. G.'.R, SHARP, C.B.E. 

P. AOORIAN, 11.1.U .,II.BRJT. I.R.E. 

OUR R &F.1 

Mr. P .. \brahams, 
West ln Jian Economistp 
164 Harbour Street , 
KINGSTON. u Dear 

21st December,1959 . 

Just a re.minder that you are 
going to fill up and return the application for 
membership to the Jamaica Branch of the P.E. N.Club . 

I look fo rward to having the fo rm 
r eturned to me early . 

Yours si ncere ly, 

A.L.~ 
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