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Sl oiiie ‘Giem «SIECULAR LETTTR
Dear Member,
The first info
new year w. take on londay, ihe

CLUB

c/o THE INSTITUTE OF JAMAICA,
14-16 East Street,

Kingston,
Jamaica, W.I.

Telephone 4253

Dec, m;:.m.

sliterary meeting in the
of Jenusry, in the

foyer of the Library, 2 Tom Redcam Avenue, at 8415 Deine
The pmgm'm this oceasien wni be talk by Dy, Cedric
Heantschel vho has just joined the P,%.H, He vill speak on=-

THE POWYS BROTHNRS~ Some r-m on an unfashionsble trio,
oceasioned by John Cowper '8 ninethenth bir .
Please come out and & your {riends to vhet promises to be

en interesting snd entert ng talk,

iLt M¥r. Roberts hev
sve been asked to

Memorial m whuh is !e be omad shortly. As you know, the P.E.N.
hes not got & very large balance from which to draw for such pur-
poses, end you ave the efore appealed to to send in & subsecription

tovards this We &8 soon &8 younqm Plenu rcmrd ygur domtﬁ

direct to our §

Shngzton gy ors

sec that she gets

Yours sincerely,

N
B.V.BM: Marshell.
Fon, Secreterye.

been an Hons
seribe to the



THE DEAN'S HOUSE,
UNIVERSITY RESIDENCE,
COTTESLOE,
JOHANNESBURG.

TELEPHONE 31-2722
June Z2lst, 19cl.

Mr ., Peter Abrahams,

¢/o Messrs Faber and Faber,
24, Russell Square,

London.

Dear Mr, Abrahams,

ww““ My name 1s ngt \kffewn to you; but I am
vwriting to youlabout/matters which, I think, may
concern us both.

As an introduction, I zm a member of the
Executive Committee of the South African Centre of
Internationad P.¥.N. , a writer of school text-Dbook:
and some miopr, creative pleces.

INem writing to you, primarily, because
our P.E.Ns Committee has two projects in view which
may inteé¥est you. First, we are holding a natlion-
wide short story competlition, open to any South
African writer in English; and we would like to
bring it to the notice of South African writers
in English overseas, I have written to Mr. Lewls
NKosl in the Unlted S5tates to ask him to
publicise it there, and his response was
enthuslastic. May I claim on your kindness to
let wrlters in the United Klngdom know about 1it?

I enclose a few notes on the detalls, We

are partlcularly anxious to have as wide a
selectlion of manuscripts as possible from writers
of all races, so that the final selection of
storles may be truly representative of the best
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work South Africans can produce.

Secondly, we are also planning to hold a
Conference of Writers in English, probably next year
(if we can get the money:), and I enclose some notes
about thlis too. We should very much appreciate your
blessing 1n this enterprise, which willl -not be an
easy one to carry through, We should much like to
get the names of people overseas who“would be
prepared to send us their good wWisghe€, when the
time comes, or who might help ws{iw other ways.

We feel that there is an urgemt\need for writers to
discuss mutual problems here Jn-an ‘atmosphere in
which race 1s not the ovefriding conslderation. Our
problems as wrlters ares~the same; and they are grave
in thls day and age, and'need deep consideration.

Third, and this 48 jadding a personal note, I
would like to ask you'a favour, if I may. I have
recently returned\te creative writing, and have Raw o
a number of manuscripts on-hand. Among them ars /Iand
verses whilchnare“clearly not publishable here,

Some of ug«hare® feel choked because there is no local
market forour writings; and though we are compelled
to wrlte“begause there 1s so much waiting to be
wrltten about South Africa and 1ts peoples, we do

so knowling that there 1s no means of setting our

work free., We feel that, with the bulk of material
being produced overseas, personal contacts must
‘count in "getting things noticed", and we are cut

off from theme. When we meet to talk about our craft,
even, we talk to echoes: There is little stimulus,
and even less chance of publiecation.

It has, however, been suggested to me that I shou
abmit verses for possible publication to a certain
small publlsher 1n England. I have a feeling that
this 1s one of those flrms who batten on the unwary
by making the poet pay to have his work in print.
However, I suppose there ls nothing lost bv letting



the firm conce:ned see what I have done, though

I should feel happler with a reputable firm,

Among the verses which I propose to submit to

them are the enclosed. One concerns yourself., You
may not feel it is valid; but it does express
what I felt, I think, after readifig the last

part of Return to Goli. Aayway, I Feel that 1t
would be rude of me to send it to_ anyone who might
publish it without letting you ‘see it first. If
you take strong objectlon £o/lts belng presented
for publication, please Jetime know,

The. other verseg’are experimental - personally,
I don't think a midale~aged European female in
soft circumstances{lsyentitled to wrilte such
poems; but someone \pe&d to try, and I felt
compelled to. ‘I enclose them for you to see because
I think you are owe of the wrlters who may be able
to produce_vital, '"punch-drop" English verse out
of Africa, \Aad I think it needs wrlitling - urgently.

Typing costs me a lot so, wryly, 1 must ask
for these“carbons back - envelope is enclosed.:
Unless you thlnk these verses are gpod enough-for
a reputable publisher to consider and know one who
would consider them. But that's twisting your arm.
I only cadge because sending things into the vold, #
from a vold, with the virtual certalnty of a long
walt before rejection 1s a blighting process magy
of us here are suffering from. It 1s particularly
so for those of us writing short stories. Verse
is, after all, a luxury for most professional wrlter

I hope to be 1n England in January; &and 1f

you are in London, and would care to meet me to
discuss some of the problems facling South African
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writers, here and in exlle, 1t would give my

husband and myself much pleasure to entertain
youe We hope to have a flat in London for a

couple of months -at least.

May I say 1a concluslopn/hoxsmuch I have
been "given furiously to think! by the works of
yours which I have read, andslewgood I think
they ars.

Yours sincerely,
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P.E.N. CLUB CONTLST

intries will be accepted on the understanding
that any story selected may be published in the newspa-
pers collaborating with the P.E.ill. club in the competition
for a fee of R30 and may later be published in book form
for a fee of R4 a thousand words.

MANUSCRIPTS

An author may submit any number of manuscripts
between 2,000 and 3,000 wards each, typed in double spac-
ing and written on one side of the paper only.

A pen name may be used but the real name must be
disclosed. In a covering letter, the author must state
that the manuscripts are his own original work and must
give his usual address.

Manuscripts,which are not returnable, should be

sent to:
"South &frican Short Story Competition",
P.0. X 1p191,
Hillbrow,
Johannesburg.

Copyright will be retained by the author.

Entrieés for consideration for book publication
ONLY, must.be marked

BOOK PUBLICATION ONLY: NOT FOR NEWSPAPER..USE

The last date for receiving entries for the News-
paper Talent Search will be

AUGUST 30th, 1961.
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it is proposed that the South ..frican Centre ol iniernctionzl 2.i.H,
shouid sponsor z conference ¢f writers toc be Lield in Joharneshurg

in Hovember or Jecember, 1961mn SePf-eM-ea le@‘?......

=i scuss the thens
FRO.GLY COHTEXT

The obiect of t.e Conference v

TE WRETER S TUEIRS (F

urgent npeed for wr: ters

.+t is felt very strongly tiz _
» role in #ica tcday.

& ) C A0 | oy ~ P ——
in English to formalate anrd

“lorléd interest is focussed on Afries, snd will Qe Ne9”TQcussed for

some tirie, ‘friters present Lfrics to the world; angstliey Dla y &
lorge part in s?:;“)*'n end emoressirg thought Ngl. it ey rust loyed
what their responsibilities are; Luow far L R WL be able te
express thomselves freely; =and what parg tley ®an pvlay in siiaping
ocur future,

Lave » pnopgiciforly important nart to
£ pajor i u,lf’ “8nguepge; and olso because

&, y !

s Prench, i ~:_1:<31y to hecore Liricals iingz frenca,

ng.L_.S. ’
4 new, vitel Hrglish is being createc. in Africe which, as the
written wc,rd, will have a wWori€-.zdde impact; the implicaticns of
its growth are immortant and Siould be examined,

CSANTOATICT AND Ci3TC

3

it is suggested Wt trie Conference be held over a week-end, in
Johexncu.mrg, p8gsiMly =t tle University,

Four topics wid e d'scussed, at four separate sessions, &4t each,
3 or 4 short, 15-mimute papers presenting diffex w‘t aspects of the
topic will be resd, followed by discussions end the Ch cirmen's
summing-up, 2 1fe rent Chaimmen will heondie e~ch topic, ZIHminent
suthors will be zsked to undertske this tesk gnd to present proers,

it is sugsested that the organisation of *""e Con{erence be in tie
hends of = -.,eer:'.ng Commitise cor .pooef’ of members of the Couth
African 7.Z.0, ecut_ve Conmittee znd C';Z.ers wr.ose speciplist aid
nay aelp them. Jidniristretive sub-commitieces wili landle metters
such ~s accon o_er:_on, transport, publicity r~nd finosnce,

it is hoped that - means mzy be fwn’i of nublisiing the papers
read and the conclusions rezacaed by tlie Conference because this is

a researc: project of value to w;ters everywiere.

i1t is hoped to invite delegotes from territories cutside the Irmn,
certainly froem tie .hwodesias and I-:'.;-. Cormission Territeories, it
is aglso honad to invite distinguisied cbservers from: overseas. The
internstional Cecretary of P.u.f., wr, David Cerver, will be asked
to attend, to represent the Irternstionz orgenisztion, 4 number

]

of well Imown writers znd literary figures will elso be asked,
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e Conference will be held under “lLe terms of the Charter of

Internotionel F.2.M. Lt will e nen-politiccl, tuocuzh writers wnd

soerkers will be free to express the’r views “thin the temms of

reference 1zid down for ezch topig, it will be open to any writer

in Bnglish,

The main cests of the Conference are expected to be:

a) rail and other f:ores for specicily invited celegrtes end
caservers w.c cannot afford to come otlerwise

b) accomodation and food where necessary

¢) printing and publishing

d) <clepical expenses and publicity

Cf these Gosts,; the first and third will be Lenviests £ detziled

‘estimate -cannot be mede unkil it is known who will ceteptinvitations

to attend, from overseas amd firom Lere, iRail trewgl . pven wi thin
the Zepublic, is beyond the means of many well-~knowm Touth ifrican
agthona, 1t is hoped to invite about 200 persens-ns delegates and
ohsexvens, in their privete capacity of*as representing organisations,

frinting of papers will be 2 Lieavy item,.es will transcripts from
recordings,

A current rough estimate of costs shows that epproximately £1,000

will Leve to be found, apert “rom sme’l enounts-collected from

private donors,. (rganisers of th€ Conference wiil De voluntary
WOTKErS,,.

e

it is hoped that functions at the Uonference will include tlhe
induction of South Africen <.3.11.'s new .resident, viss + A7 LA
whose works hove recelwved world scelain 28 woth Looks end films,-*

It is hoped thaiNi.& C,A. Cociety of journalists and tle IL,7.U,°
e |

will co-operage ip the enterprice,

it is hoped that the Conference will receive full pubiicity lLere
end overseas, ond will riaske a valuable contribution to the study
of iAfricar {particularly Couth +frican) affeirs as for os writers
:nd journziists zre concerned,
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February 12th,1960,

Peter Abrahams, Esq.,
164-66 Harbour Street,
Kingstone . .

Dear Mr. Abrahams,

I amdelighted to hear that you have decided to become & member
of our Centre of the P,E.N., and-it brings me great satisfaction to
be able to say that your application for membership has been passed

by our Committee, not only unanimously, but with applausel

I enclose herewith & copy of our Rules for you. Please forward
your entrance fee of 5/- and annual subscription of ope guinea direct
to our Hon. Treasurer as follows:- A.K.Ejliott, Esqg., 78 Sandhurst

Crescent, Kingston 64 at your convenience,

We look forward to having you with us as often as possible, and
welcome you very heartily to our circle. We hope that you will enjoy
your associations with us as time goes by.

Sincerely yours, éan}bfbbltﬁvﬂia

H.V.Ormsby Marshall,
Hon. Secretary.
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THE INTERNATIONAL P,E.N.CIL
L Jamaica Centre

_Treasurer's Address:
78 Sandharsg Crescent,
; Kingston 6. 4
, ..
Dear Member, MAY 1950

As you know our financial year begins on the lst of November,
Our membership fees are payable in advance, so that your sub-
seription for this year is now due.

I shall be glad to recelve as early as possible your guinea,

Please send it to me at the above address while 1t is fresh in
your mind}

Yours sincerely,

A.K.E1liott,
Hone. Treasurer.
Please note:  Your entranee fee of 5/~ together with the annual
subscription of one, gulyea both became due on your election to

Jumbbf hip. "e showld be glad if you would let us have
[=]

3 a8 &ar .Ld as _DO SlDlE: :_-'-.'l-:-_i?’-_ _

these amounts



Rodto Tommion and Fiifision

RADIO JAMAICA LIMITED

OIRECTORS BROADCASTING HOUSE antey
SENATOR D. J. JUDAH,C.B.E{cHAIRMAN) BROADCO - JAMAICA
W. MACLURG (MANAGING DIRECTOR) P.O. BOX 23, KINGSTON 5 TELEPHONES
CHAS, D'COSTA JAMAICA, WEST INDIES S5i3i -voves
. G.'R. SHARP, C.B.E. REGISTERED OFFICE :
P. ADORIAN, M.L.E.E.M.BRIT.IR.E » é;ggg?o:rngw

Our REF.: 21st December,1959,

Mr, P.,Abrahams,

West Indian Economist,
164 Harbour Street,
KINGSTON .

Just a reminder that yvou are
gokng to fill up and weturn the application for
membership to the Jawaica Branch of the P.E.N.Club,

I look forward te baving the form
returned to-me early.

Yours sincerely,

AL HENDRIKS

e T aple, *
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