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Cactus pilgrims [_anguages of contact
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BARBARA G. MYERHOFF : criptions of the peyote hunt, that of LORETO TODD : distinguish between dialects of tempaorary credibility. Miss Todc
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Peyote Hunt . Pidgins and Creoles the basis of the supposed mutual knows this, but a rather vague

. . shamanpricst. The peyote hunt is A ox « » di .
285pp. Cornell University Press w lengthy annual pilgrimage to a 106pp. Routledge and Kegan Paul. mntelligibility  of ¢ aburung dia. reference to modern theories o!

(IBEG). £7.50. desert region which the Huichol £2.50 (paperback, £1.25). lects of English. Intelligibility is a linguistic universals does  mnoi
el R . call “Wirikuta”, the land o property of people’s behaviour, not redeem her. Moreover, in as old

. . i igi ; : of systematic abstractions called fashioned way she speaks of lan
Unil recently the Huichol Indians tlh‘sgil onfl]:rew%? ;2;:)’1813"}‘3’?_ 5&’52_ It would be very easy, to o an sialere” or «languages”. A g0od guages, rathey than I;,)eople, doine
of Mexico have managed to remaw jnjustice to this short book on @ many small criticisms of this kind things: *In such circumstances :°

throughout the forthcoming year has

remote and aloof in the inacgessjble to be collected, or more correctly large subject. It has many virtues: could be made. fthe pidgin] may continue
Sierra Madre Occidental. This situa- : iy : Uy clarity of exposition, readability, e ] . expand using it '

1€ : 2 hunted and shot, because in Wirl F th alist nt  of p sing its cwn resources or
tion is rapidly changing, and Peyote y - general (though not complete) ~ rrom e specialist pomnt. more likely, it b fron
Hunt is th d full-length m kuta the deer. the maize and the cpolarliness; luable ~ intent. view there are wo more serious ely, it may borrow 1rof
unt is the second full-lenst ono- peyote form scholarliness; valu . the new dominant language.”

a trinity of one in three v yat o . . hi : i

] A 5 ] Within its self-set limits it 1S sur. weaknessess which are not peculiar S _

the TLS in recent years (oddly ‘t‘,?f thriferil:\oneti eAt [1h-e Mntl)e Ume - prisingly comprehensive, and a to MMiss Todd but are related 1o And so to the second criticismt,

enough, the first, Marino Benzi’s deitieg ga trsansf;r?:xsa(:i;? wh?gl’?n}i very useful book for the Jayman. current theoretical weaknesses 11 §<l)tC110hn}glu15tgc theory dthxc_:_

Les derniers adorateurs du peyotl R . i 1a e in some respects mis- the field of creole language studies although o server-orientated, Iai
> marked by a number of behavioural | The title 158l § " sociolinguistics. In the .(first to disunguish, in a variety of coy

graph on these Indians reviewed 1n

a very substantial ethnography, chang i oural .ading. The focus is on West Afri- and so : 3 ; he
receives no mention in this new g ges including language rever- R “wesy Indian variedes of plac}f, in slpxtef‘of the fact that the tti-‘éts,al?t&/\:iig w}ﬁai t;{eople 11'3:
work). Besides this increasing : idgi olish—espe- Dook 1s ti€ irst .in a series on y are , what they say the

pidgin and creole Eng ish—espe are doing, what they think the

scientific interest, the Huichol have In the last two chapters an attempt  cially Cameroon Pidgin and jamai- . Languase and Society ”, language

also been the focus of less serious- 18 made_ at an analysis and expla- can Creole; their linguistic and is spoken about primarily in the Oﬁgllt to be doing, and what othc—_:
minded curiosity because peyote, the nation of the deer-maize pevote cOM:  social history ; and their current terminology of autonomous linguis- Observe them to be doing an
hallucinative cactus Lophorora wil- plex. First of all the individual 4ycational sig,llificance. The discus- tics of a not very profound kind, think they ought to be doin
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plays an_essential part .in their o+ a;eag— _endt eﬂ:nterre‘latlpn- but there is not much discussion of social contexts. More advanced 0T 1as e"';,?]m some of th::g:
religious beliefs and pracuces. s Eliat m:at‘i‘]""e ol e CO"fC usion " oyemplification  from Creole work on contact-languages and con- “? teiiaxg_p e, w lhe.lt is true thi

Barbara Myerhoff considers & Par- niry but ¢ m‘;fe € imegts orm 2 puonch, Creole Portuguese, Or the tactsituations now aims at a soclo oesed Oty t;a.c ) alre not suj
ticular aspect of these—the annual pregin [heo as)tn ?ntd eth e aive ehx- many non-European-based contact linguistic description that genuinely %CS o te?ch e }(l:reo e, in pra
pilgrimage to obtain the year's sup. presemg e the pe}'fo;‘a’]’;s‘ ¢ languages. integratgsh§OCIal O linguistic pro- efo‘lf‘a“g’ar‘;__‘efg; ta"ehbee"h“.“
ply of peyote—to the almost total guality’ which exists outside time Fven within Loreto  Todd’s cesses within one theory. T Yor Miss Tpddw en the In
exclusion ~ of other ethnographic y, the final chapter an inter rota. Chosen field there ave gaps: it  Miss Todd has been to SOME [ro. valuable ch toc are aroun
information. This is partly explain- oy of the pur é’se and meanirr)x of seems idiosyncratic not to_refer to extent sidetracked by the rather  Lideing and apler,” ° f&"pe'
able by the fact that although the ipe peyote P tself is given &he Gilbert ~ Schneider’s pioneering sterile arguments of taxonomic and peen more vcfeob‘is S h?}‘-
author accompanied a group Of Leuoee’ hunt is represented "as a work on Cameroon Pidgin, and to “genetic” creolists. Can we call this  (Lo1e ook iﬁ “:l. . sél P a‘i‘ld P
pilgrims on the sacred journey, she Leturn to paradise, to the birth-place lean heavily on F. G. Cassidy’s creole or that an ‘Atlantic ot Paci- crceived thi uminated i she h
conducted little ,f‘EIdWOYk in the 4f the gods and of the Huichol &em. Jamaica Talk (and on other unack- fic creole ? Are they all related to P th
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study of the peyote hunt into six cions almost inevitable. Dr IMyer- ; ; defined ;
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