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Cactus pilgr_ims Languages of contact 

By Peter Rivi~re 

BARBARA G. 1\1\"ERHOFF 

those deities directlv involved in the 

deer-maize-peyote comr,lex. 

The fourth chapter, which is the By R. B. Le Page 

CO!e _of the book, contains two des-

criptions of the peyote hunt that of 

- - ··-· -·- - Iamaican English . "'riting from 

Peyote Hunt 

285pp. Cornell 
(IBEG). £:7.50.. 

University 

the anthropologist and that of the LORETO TODD : 

~haman-pricst. The peyote hunt is Pidgins and Creoles 

Press a lengthy _annual pilgrimage to a 106p,p. Routledge and Kegan Paul. 

desert region which 1he Huichol £2.50 (paperback, £1.25). 

L~eds, with i_ts immigrant West In­

dian and Sikh communities. she 

should have known better than to 

distinguish between " dialects of 

English " and "creole dialects" on 

the ~a~i~ . of the supposed mutual 

mtel11g1b1hty of "abutting" dia­

lects of English. Intell igibility is a 

Until recently the Huichol Indians 

of Mexico have managed to remain 

remote and aloof in the inaccessible 

Sierra Madre Occidental. This situa­

tion is rapidly changing, and Pevore 

Bunt is the second full-length mono­

graph on these Indians reviewed in 

the TLS in recent years (oddly 

enough, the first, Marino Benzi's 

Les demiers ador~teurs du peyoll, 

a v_ery substanoal ethnography, 

receives no mention in this new 

w'?rk): . ~esides this increasing 

1c1entific interest, the Huichol have 

also been the focus of less serious­

minde~ c~riosity because peyote, the 

,.h:allu~!nativ!! cactus Lophorora wil­

tiamsu which contains mescalin 

plays an essential part in thei; 

religious beliefs and practices. 

Barbara Myerhoff considers a par­

ticul~r aspect of these-the annual 

pi lgrimage to obtain the year's sup­

ply of_ peyote-to the almost total 

exclusion of other ethnographic 

Information. This is partly explain­

able by the fact that although the 

a~th'?r accompanied' a group of 

pilgrims on the sacred journey she 

conducted little fieldwork in' the 

usual anthropological sense. Most of 

her data were obtained from a 

single informant, a shaman-priest 

who lived on the outskirts of 

Guadalajara, some distance from 

Huichol ter ritory. It was the same 

shaman-priest who l!=!d the pilgrim-

• e.ge that she accompanied. 

Dr Myerhoff has divided lier 

study of the peyote hunt into six 

chapters. In the first she discusses 

her main informant, the shaman­

pnest Ramon and his wife Lupe 

and her r~lationship with them. Sh~ 

then p~ov1d_es a skimpy ethnographic 

an~ h1stoncal background to the 

!{Uichol Indians, which includes the 

madequately supported assumption 
, ... . ' , , , -1., ,... ·,h~nt1onPci 

call_ "W\rikuta ", the land of 

their ongrn where their gods still 

dwell. Here the peyote for use 

throughout the forthcoming year has 

to be collected, or more conectlv 

hunted and shot, because in Wiri­

kuta the deer. the maize and tlie 

peyote fori:n a trinity of one in three 

and th~ee Jll one. At 1he same time 

thf: . p1lgnms themselves become 

deities, a transformation which i~ 

marked bi" a number o: behavioural 

changes mcluding language rever­

sals. 
. In the last two chapters an arrempt 

1s ~ade at an analysis and expla­

naoon of_ the deer-maize-pe:,•ote com­

plex. First of all the individual 

elements of the complex are con­

s1~ered, and then the interrelation­

~h1ps are examined. The conclusion 

1s _that the three elements form a 

umty_ but combine the deer as ex­

pressing the _past and the maize the 

pres!!nt, w~1le the peyote has a 

quality ~•h1ch exi5ts outside time. 

l!l the final chapter an interpreta­

oon of the purpose and meaning of 

the peyote hunt itself is given . The 

peyote hunt is represented as a 

return to paradise, to the birth-piace 

of the gods and of the Huichol them­

selves, ~here the elements of the 

deer-maize-peyote complex become 

on,e, and by so doi ng resolve the 

probl_ems and paradoxes of every­

day hfe. 
In many ,·,a;:c the .::..ttho~'s explicit 

a~d heavy reliance on the ideas of 

Victor Turner, Levi-Strauss and 

Mircea Eliade makes the conclu-

____________ ..;.,_...,;· property of people's behaviour not 

It would be very easy to do an of syStemat1c abstractions c~lled 

injustice to this short book on a "dialects" or "languages". A good 

large subject. It has many virtues: many small criticisms of this kind 

clarity of exposition, readability, could be made. • 

ge-n~ral (though not complete) . From the specialist poim of 

scholarliness; valuable intent. view there are two more serious 

\Alithin its st:lf-set limi.ts it is sur- 11·eaknessess which are not peculiar 

prisingly comprehensive, and a to ,viiss Todd bu t are related to 

very useful book for the lavman. current theoretical weaknesses in 

The title is in some re;pects mis- the field of creole language studies 

leading. The focus is on West Afri- and sociolinguistics. In the .first 

can and West Indian varieties of place, in spite of the fact that the 

p_idgjn and creole English-espe- book is the first .in a series on 

c1ally Cameroon Pidgin and Jamai- '.' Language and Society ", language 

can Creole ; their linguistic and 1s s1;1oken about primarily in the 

social history; and their current t~rmmology of autonomous !inguis­

educational significance. The discus- tics of a not very profound kind 

sion is set in a wider framework, and is only secondarilv related t; 

bu,t there is not much discussion of social contexts. .ilfore advanced 

or exemplification from Creole work on contact-languages and con­

French, Creole Portuguese, or the tact-situations now aims at a socio­

many non-European-based contact linguistic description that genuinely 

languages. . integrates social and iinguistic pro-

Even within Loreto Todd's cesses within one theory. 

chosen field there are gaps: it Miss Todd has been to some 

seems idiosyncratic not to refer to extent sidetracked by the rather 

Gilbert Schneider's pioneering sterile arguments of taxon omic and 

work on Cameroon Pidgin, and to "genetic" creolists. Can we call this 

lean heavily on F . G. Cassidy's creole or that an Atlantic ot Paci­

Jamaica Talk (and on other unack- fie creole? Are thev all related to 

!1owl1;dged Jamaican sources) while Sabir through successive "relexifi-

1gnormg the standard Dictionary of cations" ? and so on. Such ques-

Competition i111 the Kus!1 

sions almost ~nevi table. Dr Myer- -·- -------

hoff has also been unfor tunate in SCHUYLER JONES : 

ar_e no markets in the valley, every­

thing has a well-defined valuation 

gte u~it of value being the goa t'. 

1hus m the past the semi-servile 

craftsmen and workers were 

bought and sold, the price being 

120 goats: this was half the value 

!'.ssigned . to one of their superiors 

m questions of compensation fo1 

loss of life. 

he.i: selective borrowing frcm .these Men of Influence in Nuristan 

\\Titers. This can be well illus- A Study of Social Control and Dis­

trated by her dependency on pute S~ttlement in Waigal Valley. 

furn_er's ill-defined notion of .:om- Afghamstan • 

munitas but disregard for the 299pp. Seminar Press. £4.90. 

strong sociological component t11at 

e!lters into most of his analyses of 

,·,tual. Indeed the deliberate On the southern slopes of the Hindu 

' -- • ~ ' t.' ..... i-. ;,, ,,allev~ accessible ~n)y by The other main form of competi• 

,;n., i.. in the giving of feasts and, 

} ~ 

ti on5 were . once. meanin;;ful 111 

Romance ph1lolog1sts, but it wa~ 

only the specia l circumstances of 

Romance studies that gave them 

temporary credibility. :.'\1iss Todc 

her self suggests that she realt 

knows th is, but a rather vagut 

r_efer~n~e to modern theories of 

lmgu1snc universals does no 1 

rede_em her. Moreover, in a.s old­

fash10ned way she speaks of Ian 

gu_ages, rather than people, doinr 

rhmgs: ." I!! such circumstances ; 

fthe p1dgm] may continue t, 

e>,,pand using its own resources or 

more likely, it may borrow fron· 

the new dominant language." 

An~ so _to . the second criticism . .'· 

soc10lmgu1snc theory which 

although observer-orientated fai • 

to distinguish, in a variety ~f CO J, 

texts, betw1;en what people thi1; 

they ar~ domg, what they say th~ 

are doing, what they think tht 

ought to be doing, and what othe, 

ob_serve them to be doing an, 

thrnk they ought to be doin · 

leads one into many pits. Mi: 

Todd has fallen into some. of the5, 

For example, while it is true th 

West Indian teachers are not su; 

~osed to teach -in creole, in pra: 

~ice many of them have been doi l' 

zt for years-except when the in 

pec,or or Miss Todd are aroun, 

8:er ?aluable chapter, "The scope , 

pidgrns and creoles", would ha, 

been more valuable still and h 

whole_ book illuminated if she h, 

perceived this. . 

Theclas·s: 
of '72 

GERARD VINCENT: 

Le peuple lyceen ... '., .:'. ,._:: 

Enquete sur Jes el~ves;"cie:,1;ensei~ 

· ment secondafre••:,,:,.,,·," ,".': .... '· 

531pp. Paris: Galli~dj ~Sfr . • 
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