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•: THE remote p0$sibility that the self-destruction of the Grenadian rev- :: 
:, olution followed by the · US invasion and occupation of the island :; 
:: would be followed by a gradual return to peaceful obscurity away from :: 
:\ the international limelight has been removed by the recent return to the :: 
;: Spice Island of Sir EIUC M.AlTHEW GAJRY, former deposed Prime :; 
: Minister cf the island. :; 

The hmmcoming on January 21 last after °five years of exile in the 
United States ironically coincided with the tenth anniversary of the 
de&th of the father of MAURICE BISHOP, RUPERT BISHOP, who was 
killed in St. George's by forces loyal to the regime of the then Prime 
Minister Galry. ' 

While the US troops stationed in Grenada whom Sir Eric expected . 
to he at the airport t'> escort him into St. George's did not turn up; he·: 
was ghen an enthusiastic welcome, <lescnbed as his "hour of glory" by : 
scores of his suppcrters whom he led in hymns of thanksgiving and : 
prayers for President RONALD REAGAN and the others who had inter- : 
vened ln Grenada. 

While expi,essing total confidence that the Grenada United Labour 
. Party (GULP) he founded 33 years ago would be swept into power, he . 
~ reversed earlier st«tements and declared that he would not offer him- :: 
: self as a candidate so as to remove any excuses for not holding prompt ]; 
) elections by those opposed to his return to power. :: 

::_[:-~': Ear!Gier! ~~jechti_ngh allega:iondsh~f repression dor !"1ksh. with th; "Mf;?n• : 
goose ang w 1c terronse , IS opponents unng is years in o nee : 

•.· Sir Eric said one of his few regrets was that he had been "too lenient, : 
} too soft with communi~ts and subvcr'>ives" and that he should have : 
::: dealt with dissidi:nts and subversives in a <lifferent way. 

J The real possibility that Grenada could quickly revert to a state 
. • similar to that under the previous Gairy regime makes even more urgent 
!@ reflection into what went wrong with the Grenada revolution and . 
,;,: what are Grenada's other alternatives to fratricidal leftist regime or the :: 
{ order imposed by the Mongoose Gang. )l 
,•. A101~gside the positive achievements of the Bishop regime in its four 
ii: years in power such as the programmes in hezlth, education, coop<.!ra­
•: tive agriculture and the genuine advancement of the poor of Grenada, 
::: the failure to hold promised general elections, detention ,vithout trial 
:: and the stifling of the privately owned media in Grenacfa were serious 
:: abuses undermining the regime. The mili tarl..sation of the society based 
:: on the conviction that the US would intervene militarily in Grenada 
:: and the , 0 greed for poweru among some of Bishop's associates were 
:i additional factors contributing to the crisis. :;: 

:; An ev~n more for.damental flaw, however, was the glaring contradic- li\ 
-. tion betwr,en claims that the regin1e ,vas practising ~'grass root" peoples ;:: 

participation in government when crucial national issues we::e being ::: 
decided by a dozen central committee members, the names of many of ::'. 
whom, even party members wer~ unaware. i)i 

The recent conference statement of leading Caribbean intellectual )): 
worl<ers (see report on page 10) describes this fatcl flaw as one which ;:: 
Jed to "a divorce from the sensibilities and stmggles of the people and :;: 
that this distortion inevitably resulted ;n the paramountcy of the Cen- ::· 
tral Committee over the party and the people". :: 

:: The conference in condemning the execution of Maurice Bishop a:r:d :: 
his colJe3gues and cse of armed force in settling internal disputes, also j!: 

:; called for a careful study of these events from the per!>'Pective of Carib- ... 
\; bean humanism. i:' 

::: We fully endorse this call. { 
~ ~ t However, iack of popular accountabillty by a "paramount party i[ 
{ group" b not confined to "leftist" r\!gimes an<l at'present faces even the ::. 
:;: interim administration in Gn~u .. da. In the final resort, the administra- :; 
·.• tion is accountable r.ot to the Grenadians but to the US Government :: 
{ and US arined forces that put and maL11tain it where it is. :: 
~ l 

;;: Sir Eric has already calle-d for a pennanent US presence in the ishmd: ;: 
::: a proposition fraught with negati'le implications not 01~ly for -~1e people :: 
;:: of Grenada Lim the whole region. I.n effect, the stage may be r.et for a :: 
::: remarkable political trade-off: tltc prosp~ctive offer of a n1ilitary and :: 
❖ :;: naval base in Grenada in rctum for deepened US support of ~ renewed :: 
} Garyite bid for power. !: 
\~ Grer.a<lfan.s hai-e ;wt '1::eccn girc?:1 tl1eu freedom. Theirs is still a kmi; i\ 
'" sml diffi,:ulc ro:1~ uh,e.:id to wfr, i:u, 1,! .-:re:.ite that freedom for themsd,·~s. :: 
:, 
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CARJi:3H!::AN ('ONTACT's former Edi ta;, Mr. Rickey 
Su1gh , fee ls that there are many le~sons to be learnt from 
the Gren,idian t ra3ecty. One of these is that "had there been 
in Grenada a media system c;ipable of permitting dissent, 
however restrained, given the siege ment;:Jity prevailing in 
Si. George's, then Ma-:Jrice Bishop hin1,elf may have had a 
vehicle t.b transmit to the Grenadian masses some of the 
prnbk mS: hi3 once loyal comrades insisted on concealing 
from the people ... " . 

hf 
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Singh , who, until last December, has been Editor of 
Contact for some ni..ne-:md-a-half ye.irs , made his observa­
tion on lessons to be learnt from Ht<' destruc tion of the rev­
ot:tionary proces~ i.n Grenada under che iule of the New Jew­
el Movem~nt, whi.le addres:;ing a s.~minar in Kingston o-: 
Dcc< mber 2, organised by the Press Association of Jamaica 
(PAJ) to mark the 40th anniversary of the PAJ. 

The theme of the seminar w<1s Professiona.lism and Pro­
fessional Standards in the Media. Singh , whose contract as 
Editoi' of Contact has been frustrated by the sudden revoca- • 
t ion of his work permit last November by the Barbados 
Government , spoke on the topic: The Caribbean Mediaamj 
the Grenada Experience. 

Following is the text of his presentation : 

" LET me firs t express my deep ap preciation to my col- · 
leag,1es of the Press Association of Jamaica for inviting me 
to participa~e in this Seminar. This even t , as you are aware, 
is taking pl;ice at a time of some very significant and drama­
tic developments, both in Jamaica and in the region as a 
whole , no t the least of these being that frightening phe­
nomenoTJ of milit ary intervention against a member state of 
our Caribbean Community, better known as CARI COM. 

As a consequence of these developme nts our media 
systems and the professional practitioners associated with 
them, will come under increasing pressures to demonstrate 
their social responsibility to the PEOPLES of our Caribbean. 
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We will more and more be challenged to· preserve our 
cultur:il . and politic~! sovereignty ; to arrest thos~ negative 
t~n<lenc1es that lead to economic and political fragmenta• 
tlon; to oppose a narrow nationalism and , more impor• 
tantly, to resist with all our resources, the attempts by . 
extra-regional forces to dictate our development priorities 
and to give us an image of ourselves that so often bears no 
:elationship '.o our_ own Caribbean re ali ty. In far too many 
1mtances, tlus reality means, as George Lamming reminds 
us, still having to exist as 'tenants on our own property', 
aft er some four centuries of colonialism in this region of 
the Third World . • 

I have had cause to observe elsewhere that ownership 
and functions of the communications media vary according 

' to the social syqem. Our own experience in the Caribbean 
' in fo rm us thar while the private media are, general1y, 

oriented towards the pursuit of profit and the exercising 
of power, the state-owned and controlled media often have 
their own functions 1egu lated to reflect the thinking of 
the ruling elite and their allies who are not averse to de• 
libera tely confusing dissent with subversion and, worse , 
treason . 

To share with you today my understanding of the Carib• 
bean Media and the Grenada Experience, within my own 
chosen framework of the need to preserve our cultural 
and political sovereignty , I recall , to begin with , a most 
important statement attributed to no less a political figure 
than ]1teodore Roosevelt. Speaking as United States 
president way back in 1904, Roosevelt, in his wisdom 
declared : 

Sooner or later the United States will inevitably 
protect and regulate the lives of the Caribbean Re• 
publics .. . 
That was 79 years ago and 75 years before Maurice 

Bi~hop and his comrades of the New Jewel Movement 
chose to remove the corrupt and repressive Eric Gairy 
government in Grenada! The NJM' s People' s Revolution• 
ary Government opted for a socialist transformation of 
their island society but also committing Grenada to a 
path of fr iendship with 2.Il of its neighbours; to mutually 
satisfactory relations with the super-powers and to a 
policy of non-alignment. • 

The then Administration of President Jimmy Carter 
was not very sympathetic to the initiatives of the PRG 
and distanced Washington from St. George's on the basis 
of the PRG's failu re to hold general elections :md to either 
release or place before the courts its political detainees. 
Then came President Ronald Reagan, whose verbal blasts 
and policies threatened not only little Grenada--an island 

of 133 square miles and -some 100,000 people- but also 
• Nicaragua, and peace and stability in this_,h,!misphere a_s a 

whole because of the ex-Hollywood actor _s preoccupat1on 
with a Soviet-Cuba threat to US national security. 
. By March 1983, Reagan, heading one of the most haw~ish 
regin1cs in modern US political history, was thundering, 
against the background of his previously-influenced 'Santa 
Fe Document' on hemispheric politics, that 'Soviet and 
Cuban military and naval bases were being constructe~ in 
Grenada', and that this constituted a threat to United 
States national security interest. 

Reagan chose to ignore all the assurances of Bishop's 
PRG. He kept the Grenadian pot boiling. The PRG' s con­
struction of a new and modern airport at Point Salines, 
largely with Cuban assistance , was t_o bec~me ~eagan's 
central focus in a widening US c~pa1gn against Grenada, 
a campaign that succeeded in the promotion of a virtual 
siege mentality in St. George' s. 

The PRG had already closed down The Torchlight 
newspaper, a privately owned undertaking that , within 
the first few months of the NJM's 'revolution' , was running 
stories of a Soviet military build-up in Grenada and provid· 
ing unusual coverage of outrage within the Rastafari?n 
community. The closure of the newsI?ap~r. was ~~ ?verk

1
il!, • 

As Editor of Caribbean Contact, I ed1tona1ly cr1t1c1sed Lus 
action and warned Bishop that his government might be 
play_ing into the hands of its enemies. 

The state-owned radio and West Indian newspaper, 
were transfonned into Radio Free Grenada and Free West 
Indian, respectively. However, it was not long before even 
the comparatively insignificant, so-called '.balanced cov­
erage' that Bishop's own NJM had recerved from the 
Torchligh t under Gairy's rule , had disappeared fr?m st~te• 
owned radio and newspaper in an atmosphere of growmg 
fear of internal sabotage, including bombings, and mer• 
cenary invasions. 

Whenever tlte PRG's critics made obse1 vations about 
the absence of any functioning, and indeI?endent ? as:.: ~f 

/ dissent , or the lack of a balanced ll_ow of 111 fomrnt1on , ~a 
state-owned and controlled media, the Government s 
answer was to point !o the numerous regional~and sub• 
regional committees; to youth and women groups and the 
general social and economic progress taking place. 

But Reagan and some of his Caribbean all_ies were n~t 
impressed. TI1ey maintained the pressures a.eamst Bi?hop s 
PRG and Grenada's revolutionary expernncnt without 
being abie to provide any convincing ev!denc~ of this sr1:all 
island state being a threat to any country s !lational secunty. 

As the US president intensified his ~ampaign against 
Grenada's airport p roject as a 'security threat' to United 
States and Catibbcan countries, a US Congre s5man from 
California, Ronald DeHums, made ' public his findings, UWI L
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based on personai investigations in Grenada and briefings 
with top officials of the US Air Defence Command, and 
NATO units in the Atlantic and the Caribbean area, that 
Grenada's airport project posed no threat to US national 
security. 

"Fully briefed by high level officials,' declared Dellums, 
'I was again assured that the airport under construction in 
Grenada is one of no consequence to the United States. Fur­
ther, it has not now or ever presented a threat to the 
securit):'._ of the USA .. .' -

Dellums' findings made no difference to the Reagan 
Administration which was still claiming to be in possession 
of 'evidence' of a naval base being built by the Soviet Union 
and Cuba in the Calivigny inlet on Grenada's south coast. 
For Reagan, Grenada under the PRG was nothing less than 
a Soviet-Cuban proxy in the US backyard ; that the Point 
Salines airport was a 'military airfield' with a runway of 
some 10,000 feet. In fact, the runway was no bigger than 
runways of most of the modern airports in the Eastern 
Caribbean. 

Needless to say that some leading media houses of our 
Caribbean greatly helped Reagan in perpetuating his Ad· 
ministration's image of Grenada under Bishop's rule, ir• 
respective of even independent viewpoints within the US 
itself and from top representatives of the European Eco• 
nomic Community. • 

Some of the leading newspapers associated with the 
Caribbean Publishing and Broadcasting Association (CPBA) 
fell far short of any attempt to give the PRG the benefit 
of the 'doubts' . 

One of these CPBA officials, a Trinidadian, prided J,J m­
self on waging a relentless campaign a~aimt 'tli.e l~RG C? 
cause of his own views that coir1cided with tJ-1e politic~ of 
Reaganism in this region but which had noL!-i.inp to do with 
the Grenadian reality. 

During tha t pedo<l, we witnessed the un precedented 
init b tives by sections of the Caribbean media publis!1ing or 
broadcasting identical editorials, statement s or advertise• 1 

rnents condemning the PRC . Alas, it was lefr largely to r.he 
US, British and Canadian med ia and . ! Jaresay C.aribbean 
Contact, to .nail some of the lies against Grenada. 

It is perhaps appropriate to point out at this stage that· 
until now, more thaa iive weeks after the United States, 
supported by some CARICOM count ies, invaded Grenada, 
Reagan's fant astic intelligence network, that had more thm 
doubled the Cuban presence in Grenada, only to late r 
apologise for its 'errors', is still to produce fo r our viewing 
that Sovi et-Cu ban naval base in Grenada ! 

This is the same little island, against which Reagan 
launched his war on October 25, with bombers, to put out 
of existence a 'communist' regime, as he had threatene d to 
do more_ than two years ago, since he was not going to have 
what he kept projec ting as a 'Soviet colony' along US oil 
tanker routes in the Caribbean. 

For all the tons of weapons discovered in this 'highly 
militarised' Cu ibbean island, according to the US and its 
invading forc e:;, there was not a single Grenadian naval 
vessel or a single figh ter aircraf t to respond :o US military 
power! 

Again , it was left largely to sections of the media of 
North America and Europe to inform in teres:ed Caiibbc<in 
citizens abou t some of the more significant deve[cpmt:n t.s 
in Gren ada, bef ore and after ;he invasion. We cculd not 
learn about these through our own regional media. Ti.mt? 
magazine's William McWhirter, for example, havmg visitec 
the warehouses where ' stockpiles of weap0ns' were dis ­
covered, found the su ppiies 'more of a !~odgcpodge of whole­
sale weaponry than a sophisticated armoury . . .' • 

Reagan's Operation Urge111 Fury was launched aga·nst 
Grenada in October , supposedly at the request of those 
Caribbean states that ,;ould not even wai t to im ,lement 
their own decisions at 'either the OECS or CAf{lCOU 
Summit level, to ostracise General Hudson Austin's 16-
member Revolutionary :Military Council. The R:\1C, we 
know, bears the guiit for the murder of Maurice Bishop 
and, as a consequence, p ro vidc.:d the US with the excuse 
to execute its well-wor~ed out plan to smash tJ1e PRG's 
revolutionJry process. 

With few exceptions the NA 710N in Barbados bei:ig 
one), the Caribbean media p.rojected th P. Reag2n line c,f ;, 
'rescue operation' , or a 'liber;nion process' in Grenad<i 
whi c:h , incidentally, in vfJlved ,t one stage ViJTW l 5 ,OCO 

On Page 15 

American troops. On the other hand, the media of Europe . 
and North America were reporting on t;1e 'US war' against 
Gren:'..d~ and :,r c0 e•1ting crit.'cal anaJyses. 

The New York Times, for instance, published on Novem­
ber 5, an a, alysis oy i,~ corp:spondent, Stuart Taylor, ex­
posing vhat it heacilint.:d as 'American Lies on Grenada 
War'. 111e Tim(!s wa:; not singula r in deploring the fa ct that 
for the first few ,Jays of Reagan's Wllf agaL11st Grenada, even 
American journali~ts had lO be grounded in Barbad_os-one 
cf be CA RJCOM countr!e:s that played a key role in the 
iw,a:;ion--alon6 with other journalists who wanted to fly 
i.n to Gn:nada for on-the-spot coverage. The US Senate had 
to intervene to make this possible. 

One of the ' lies' exposed l>y the New York Times is that 
although the Reagan Administration has claimed to haw 

1 discov~r d ' a t:easure trove' of documents captured by the 
l invaders, ' there is no evidence that a te rrorist training base ! exist, or that Cubans had planned to take over Grenada 
! cithe;: in the documents released or in any other materials 
I made public by the Administration .. .' 

The Times ' article al so points out that the 'Adminis­
tration has m:ide public no evidence that supports its sug• 
-estions oi a Soviet or Cuban role in the killings which 
:;,,ere fo rcefully denounced by the Cuban regime of Fidel 
Ca!>tro, often descrfoed as a close ally of the late Bishop . . .' 

V-Jilh th.is quality of journalism, that contrasted so 
sharply with wha t we have had to put up with in sections 
of the i r gional media, it is not difficult to appreciate why, 
for iJ1stance, Napolean Duarte, as President of El Salvador, 
wa~ complaining last year : 

I am losing the war not in the pattlefield, but in 
the. pages of The Washington Post and The New York 
Times. 
Is it fear or incompetence that has prevented so many 

sections of uu, Caribbean media from demonstrating a 
capacity to also chaHengc the accuracy of official state• 
ments ur to cover the other side of America's war in Gre­
naJa? 

\\'here fear exists in suciety, then, as one Caribbean 
writer points out, you do not need to regulate censorship; 
you do not have to put on the statute books legislation 
that curbs not only freedom of the press, but the wider 
and more fundamental concept of freedom of expression. 
TI1ere are far too mi111y experiences in the Caribbean where 
either out of fear, or a weakness to win the favours of the 
powers that be, the standard of Journalis_m h~s- suff~red. 
;There are journalists who are afraid to be identified with a 
minority or a radical viewpoint even when justice demands -
such a statement'. 

Caribbean jo~rnalists should not be worried about ~ur 
politicians' fear or opposition, to what they often d~scnbe 
as 'adversary or advocacy' joumalism. What is really 1mpor• 
tant is the social relevance and validity of this quality of 
journalism and the opportunities it can possibly create for 
·our profession and Caribbean society as a whole. 

The Directo~ General of Radio All-India is on n:cord as 
holding the view that 'in the final analysis, one has to 
interpret freedom of expre,ssion not on;Y ~s. t~e absence of 
censorship , but as the creation of oppor,umt1es . . 

As a Caribbean journalist , who has had difficulties with 
his own and other CARICOM governments, I stand before 
you not as a paragon of virtue but as another victim for the 
profession. My latest 'sin' ha~ _to ~o wi_th my own humble 
attempts to create opportumtics tor dissent_ by personally 
challenging the assumptions and conclusions_ of some 
CAR[COM Governments in their involvement with the US 
invasion of Grenada. 
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Bewildered Grenadians pondering the events of October-November 

Not ~nly the United States, but not a single government 
?f the ~arib?ean tha,t has joined the Reagan Administration 
m the rnva~1on of ~ ren~da, has, to this day, provided any 
concrete evidence of a t!'ireat to its own national security as 
a result of the PRG's politics or by the tragic events that 
followed. • 

Compa1ed, for example, with the attitude of some Carib­
be~n newsp~pers. screaming, 'An eye for an eye', and advo­
catmg the invasion of Grenada, Newsweek magazine of 
November 21, featured aa interview with Cuba's First 
Dep_uty Foreign Minister, Jose Raul Viera, quoting him as 
statmg: 

TI1e Anlerican medical studertts were not in danger 
in Grenada ; 72 hours before the invasion, the Cuban 
Foreign Minis~ry in Havana called the US Charge 
there to tell him Cuba was ready to co-operate with 
the US government to preserve the lives of all citi­
zens, including Americans ... 
Viera furth~r stated: 

let me s2y that if those construction workers had 
indeed been Cuban soldiers with adequate weapons 
and instructions the invading forces would still be 
fighting in Grenada today. . . . 
On what basis then, should we accept the contention of 

any of the CARTCOM governments participating in the 
•invasion, that it was 'a rescue operation'? Are we, as journa­
lists, asking Caribbean people to believe that while the 
United States cannot be bothered about the bloodbaths in 
racist South Africa, where biack mothers and their children 
are being murdered by an inhuman apartheid machine, 
that this same United States was so eager to respond to this 
c:µ1 for 'rescue' or 'liberation' from a handful of CARI COM 
governments-even at the risk of so seriously upsetting 
some of its most dependable NATO ,,Jlies? ~ 

There are many lessons to be learnt from the Grenadian 
tragedy, the Grenadian nightmare. From the perspective of 
a journalist who believes in having some mechanism for 
legitimate dissent, who believes in the freedom of expres­
sion, one lesson is that had there been in Grenada a media 
system capable of pe,mitting dissent, however restrained, 
given the siege mentality in St. George's, then Bishop him­
self may have had a vehicle to transmit to the Grenadian 
masses some of the problems his once loyal comrades in­
sisted on concealing. 

Another lesson for us is to be wary of the dangerous · 
logic of politicians who say they do not believe in a 'dem­
ocracy' introduced at the point of a gun, and then end up 

doing the same thing in Grenada! 

, F?r the US a~d her allies in this region, there is nothing 
free about Radw Free Grenada. So they bombed it out of 

existence. In its place, we have today something called 
SP_ice Island Radio, broadcasting for five hours a day now 
with r?ck and co~ntry ~nd western music. A news report 
out of St. George s on November 24 described the situa­
tion: 

Spice Island Radio fills the airwaves from its one­
room studio mounted on the back of a dark grel!n US 
Navy truck ... The Grenadian announcer's voice 
gives the flavour, but the station is, for all practical 
purposes, owned and operated by the United States 
Navy... ' 
So much for a 'free' , spice radio! So much for cultural 

sovereignty and the indc;pendence of a Caribbean country 
after a much trumpeted 'resc,te operation'! So mu..:h for 
what even the _c_Qrts~rvative Fore!gn Minister of the Bahamas, 
~aul Adt)erley, perc,~ives as the 'legal abe, rntion•;' b-:.ir,~ I. 
mvoked m Grenada today to give 'credibili ty to i govern- J 
ment that has no constitutio,d k gi tim acy' . I 

Grenada's tragedy is today a Caribbean tragedy, a Third \ .•. 
World tragedy. It hlis exposed so many of the w..:aknesse:; l 
of our political leaders; our cu ltu.ral , re ligious a:id trade I' 
union leaders. It has certainly exposed the shor tcc,mings, 

--the deficiencies of too many sections of 1.he C1~ibbcan l 
media. I 

In seeing the invasion through the eyes of Reagan's I 
Administration or those of its collabora tors, the region' I 
media, anxious to have the Grenadian revolut ionary process 
out of the way, are allowing too many vital question~, of 
both a moral and legal nature, to fall by the way side. They 
are allowing the baby to be thrown out with the ba' h 
water. 

Already, we have one Barbados--bascd businessman from 
Texas telling us, according to l1lewsweek of Noven:ber 14: 
'TI1e invasion is the greatest thing we have done in year: ', 

Does the C,aribbean media share this view? 
Let us hope that the nightmare that has re sulted in the 1 

insult that is Spice Island Radio- -a creation of tl1e US 
Marines Psychc logicai. Operations (PSY OPS)-- reaches :1 0 

other Caribbean territory!" 
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JEAN Girard is a member of the Maurice 
Bishop Memorial Committee in Guadeloupe. 
The following is an edi-ted version of his ad­
dress to the Pirogue Conference, Guadeloupe, 
earlier this year. 

AFTEH some months the entire Caribbean has just 
begun to recover from the state of shock created by 
the tragic events that have taken place in Grenada. 
But today, a few months later, we should not forget; 
indeed, we must draw lessons from these events. We 
must understand as much as possible the factors 
responsible for the tragedy Grenada has suffered. We 
must also draw lessons from experiments made m 
Grenada during the time of MAURICE BISHOP. 

Unfortunately, colonialism 
ha, divided us so much, 
here in the Caribbean , tha t 
we . in Marie-Ga lante , in 

. Guadeloupe , know ve ry iittle 
of what is happening in the 
neighbouring countries. In 
Maurice Bishop's own words : 

" 771ese people who cio not 
wrderstand any thing about 
our history and our past, 
these people who came 
down to the Caribbean . . . 
and took our region and 
chopped ii up like a loaf 
of bread . .. 171ese peopfe 
no w want to tum around 
and Jell us . 1vlw are · ba­
sical~v one people that we 
11111st begin to hate each 
other. that we must begi11 • 
to fight each other so that 
they can berter exploit 
/IS. •' 

Bishop was right. We do 
• not know Grenada well , we 
do not understand Gren ada 
well , bu t Grenada is close to 
us. It is close to us because as 
Guadeloupe, as Martinique, it 
is in the Caribbean. We have a 
common history . For more 
than a century , from .1650-
1763 , Grenada was a French 
colony . Up to today, es­
pecialiy in the small island of 
Carriacou a fair number of 
Gren adians still speak the 
same creole · language as we 
do. Like us , Grenada has 
known slavery. Like us Gre­
nada has !rn own resistance 
and humiliation, struggle and 
colonial exploitation . 

A NEW 
EXPERIMENT 

March 13, 1979. will re­
main, despite the terrible· 
events of last October, as one 
or the majo r dates in Carib­
bean history. It will remain 
because it marked the begin­
ning of a r.ew and encou rag­
ing experiment, carried out 
by men and women com• 
mit ted to fighting the roots of 
poverty. oppression and de­
pende nce. 

By JEAN GIRARD 

It would be impossible to 
review here all the achieve­
ments made between 1979 
and 1983 by the Peoples 
Revolutionary Government 
(PRC ) under the leadership 
of Maurice Bishop. Yet such 
studies and an alyses are 
needed to allow us to draw 
lessons from these ex peri­
men ts . I would like , however, 
to note a few aspects of the 
work of Grenada's revolution-
ary government. 

In the economic field the · 
Grenada Revolution had 
doubtlessly brought substan­
tial improvements. According 
to a IVorld Bank Report, the 
Grenadian economy had be-
come -the most viable aiurthe 
best managed in the Englfah• 
speaking Caribbean; it had _ 
even been able to generate a 
5% growth rate in 1982. 
Thanks to the elimination of 
com,ption, and to a ~·ery 
strict management of the -
economy, the Revolutionary 
Government in Grenada had 
be.en able to put an end to 
the waste that often charac­
terises Caribbean countries. 

The Revolutionary Govern­
ment had a-lso initiated an ex­
tremely ambitious programme 
of development and infra­
structural betterment With­
out doubt, the symbol of this 
effort was the international 
airport project at Point Sa­
lines which was to put an 
end to the country's isolation 
and to allow for a develop­
ment of Grenada's t0urist 
industry . As for tourism it­
self, the PRG had a very in­
novative plan · to make it 
more in ham1ony with the 
country's interests. A new 
tourism in the hands of the 
Grenadian people and fully 
contributing to their social 
and economic development 
was the goal of the PRG . 
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·A meetln~ of the Nzt!onal Women's Organisation (1','\VO). 

In the field of Education, was not perceived favourably 
there had been the setting up in the US and in many Carib­
of a number of exemplary bean capitals. It would be too 
programmes and structures. tedious to detail here a list 
The Centre for Popular Edu- of the many manoeuvres and 
cation (CPE) had been attacks launched by the 
created to carry out a literacy American government, with 
campaign which has no equal the complicity of several 
in this part of the Caribbean. Caribbean governments and 
School curricula had been re- some Grenadian elements, 
vised to suit, at last, the against Maurice Bishop's 
0renadian social and eco- g0vemmen t. 
nomic reality. Thanks to the 
CPE; education was not a It is sufficient to recall all 
privilege anymore, but a right the propaganda about Gre• 
for all workers, a tool for nada or the terrorist acts such 
socio-economic development, as that of 19 June 1980. We 
with intense programmes of should also mention all the 
technical· training and link- attempts orchestrated by the 
ages with the various sectors 
of . production , Dozens of US to economically isolate 
scholarships had also been . Gt_,renada. Tl he tWhitet_House, 
. ~ . or examp e, a one 1me re-

given to young vrenad1ans t d th t c· d · • .. . . . . , _. _ ques e a ,rena a not 
t? pursue University eauca- benefit from certain assist-
t,on over~eas. • ance programmes of the Car- . 

. All this was but-- part o~ a ibbean Development Bank 
larger framework for social (CDB); and instead of help. 
and cultural development. We ing the international oroani­
can think, for example, of the sations uf which Grenada is 
Healt~ Programme, the co~- a member, the Reagan Gov­
structton of numerous Healtn ernment had in several in. 
Centres, et cetera. In Grenada, stances preferred bilateral 
wome~ s rights were a\so agreements which allowed for 
recognised and defended with Grenada's exclusion. All ef­
new laws_ de~ig~ed . to put_ an forts had also been deployed, 
encl to d1scnn:mat1on agamst through disinformation in 
wo_men and with a ~ew regu- the North American media, 
lat10n for maternity leave to rnin the Grenadian tourist 
that was by far the most ad- industry. 
vanced in the English-speaking 
Caribbean. 

For Maurice Bishop, the 
danger was real. According to 
him, the strategy of imperial­
ism com prised several stages. 
First the intention was to 
create doubt among the pop­
ulation and to generate social 
unrest and economic difficul­
ties. When these attempts 
failed, the second stage was 
through terrorism , to create 
violence. This also failed. 
Resort therefore was had to 
the third stage: Military In-

But what I would like to 
stress particularly in this ex­
periment is the process of 
direct democracy and popular 
participation which had been 
generated, from the time of 
the foundation of the NJM, 
but which had of course 
been amplified after 1979. 
In a country of 110,000 
people, it was possible to set 
up structures of participation 
and direct democracy . This 
participation took place prin­
cipally through the mass or- vasion. 
ganisations. such as the Na- We know that this mili­
tional Youth Organisation ta1y invasion took place, on 
(NYO), or the National Wo- 25 October 1983, and we 
men's Organisation (NWO). know the damage it has 

This participation was also caused. Hope has been as­
reinforced in many other sec- sas~inated. The economic, 
tors since all government pro- socrnl and cultural p_ro• 
grammes were discussed in _ grammes o_f • the Revoluti~:m 
the viihtres and the communi• have been m,errupted, Garry 
ties. A' p;rticu1arly good ex• the dictator is back in Gre­
ample is the preparation of nada. 
the National Budget , in 1982, But the consequences of 
which h~d been made on the these tragedies go beyond 
basis of the suggestions ex• Grenada's boundaries. In the 
pressed at dozens of public entire Caribbean, reactionary 
meetings, in the vilh•ges, the forces have been strengthened . 
communities and the mass In its struggle for progress, 
organisntions. dignity and political and eco-

REAL DANGERS · 
'-But the work of the PRC 

nomic emancipation, the Car­
ibbean has made a tremen­
dous step backward . 

CONFLICTING 
MODELS 

Why then all that? Why 
these slaughters and these be­
trayals? 

The international press has 
talked a lot about power 
struggles within the Grena­
dian leadership. It has talked 
about personal ambition and 
personality conflicts. It is 
possihie that such factors 
played in favour of division . 
But thev cannot suffice to ex­
plain e·verythi11g_ I do not 
think that it is in this direction 
that we can find the explana­
tion for what occurred. 

We know that the criticisms 
expressed against Maurice 
Bishop had been largely dis­
cussed within the NJM's Cen­
tral Committee , and that the 
decision to set up a so-called 
'Joint Leadership· had been 
approved at a General Meet­
ing of the Party. For certain 
people, this would be suffi­
cient to justify a decision 
which of course tacitly im­
plied the Prime Minister's -· 
removal ,- and which was evi­
dently totally unpopular. 

Where then was the source 
of conflict? Were there pro­
found divisions, or simply 
diverging views? 

models experimented with up 
to now in this part of the 
world. 

In such a system, the 
Polilical Party could well 
have disappeared; with . all 
these structures of partici­
pation, with the decentralisa­
tion of power, the Party as 
such could have well be­
come redundant. 

But on the other side, 
some of the NJM leaders 
were still clinging to the 
transfonnation of their move­
ment into a 'classical' Marxist­
Leninist party, whose action 
would be ba~d on the princi­
ple of 'Democratic Central­
ism'. 

There was thus cleavage 
arising out of these two dif­
ferent conceptions of dem­
ocracy. 

CATALYST OF 
DIVISION 

In the field of the econ­
omy, we find similar dif­
ferences of opirfion, centered 
principally .. round the issue 
of the role of the State. On 
many occasions, the PRG had 
ex pressed the need to rest the 
economy on three different 
sectors. which would comple­
ment each other: The Private 
Sector the N ationaliscd Sec-

For my part. I believe that 
the crisis that faced the NJM 
was real and profound , and 

that it has revealed the con­
flict between two often di­
verging modeh. TI1e policy 
pursued by Maurice Bishop, 
and which was precisely de­
nounced by the NJM's Cen­
tral Committee. in September 
1983, had already been ex­
pounded in several texts and 
documents, including the 
NJM's 1973 Manifesto. At 
the political level, this model 
was based on two funda­
mental concepts: Direct Dem­
ocracy and Mass Participation. 

• tor and the Co-operatives. 

The Grenadian Revolution 
attempted to put these con­
cepts into practice, notably 
through the mass organisa­
tions and the trade unions. 

• But much remained to be 
done to fom,alise this democ­
racy and to set up the struc­
tures which could prevent 
bureaucratic deviatrons , 

The basis of this system 
had already been set up, on 
the principle of an effective 
decentralisation of power_. 
Numerous ideas had been ex­
pressed, which included the 
fonnation of Village Councils 
and Parish Councils. These 
Councils would then have 
elected their representatives 
to a National Assembly. Also 
present in the National As­
sembly would have been the 
delegates of the mass organi­
sations and the trade unions. 
The Government would 
therefore have been the As­
sembly's Executive Council. 

These guidelines had been 
submitted to a Constitutional 
Commission appointed by the 
PRG. At the time of the 
crisis, the Commission was 
working on a Draft Consti­
tution which would have 
given Grenada, and indeed 
the entire Caribbean , an al­
ternative to the imported 

But it seems that some dif­
ferences had progressively 

emerged withm the PRG on 
the question of the role of 
the State and the importance 
that should be given to the 
Nationalised Sector. 

When read;ng some of the 
official documents published 
by the Ministry of Finance in 
Grenada for the preparation 
of the - two most recent na­
tional budgets, we are forced 
to note the difficulties with 
which the Nationalised Sec­
tor, established along the 
lines of a classic !Ocialist 
model, was faced (Grenada 
Fishing Company, Grenada 
Farms Corporation , etc .). 

Hypothetically we can say 
that the leadership could have 
been divided over the inter­
pretation of these relative 
failu res. On the one hand, 
the Finance Minister, Bernard 
Coard, and numerous mem­
bers of the Party would have 
ex plained these difficulties by 
the weakness of this sector. 
To them the solution would 
have been found in speeding 
up the process of nationalisa­
tion and reinforcing State 
control over the means of 
production . On the other 
hand, even if it was still 
imprecise, it seems that the 
Prime Minister and many 
colleagues were beginning 
to seriousfy question the 
model and its adaptation to 
the Grenadian reality. If 
there was a failure of the 
classical models, it was prob­
ably necessary to retlect and 
to attempt, here again, some­
thing new and original. 

There is finally a third 
questio:1 which may have 
been a catalyst to these 
divisions- that of Non­
Alignment. Maurice Bishop 

Cont'd on page 7 
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From Page 5 

had expressed his determina­
tion to fight for a meaning­
ful non-alignment and soli­
darity among peoples in the 
Third World, and he was 
sincere. 1bis justified the ef­
fort displayed by the Gre­
nadian government to keep 
its place within the regionai 
organisations (C ARlCOM, 
OECS, OAS,, UWI) and to 
contribute to the main­
tenance and strengthening of 
such structures. TI·iis pol icy 
was not necessarily accepted 
by the entire Grenadian lead­
ership. 

If these differences are 
real, it seems to me it is in­
dispensable to analyse them 
and to draw useful lessons 
from them. Indeed, these 
questions appear to be at the 
centre of the issues that we 
are debating, here, in l\farie­
Galantc, in Guadeloupe, and 
in the entire Carihbcan. 

SA1'r\E OLD 
CONTEMPT 

But l feel that there is al-

name of so-called "ideological 
level". I find, under a new 
disguise the same old con­
tempt of the peopie, their 
knowledge and emotions, 
their talents and profound 
aspirations. 

TI1e spirit of Maurice Bish­
op, the spirit that •1vas to be 
murdered on Octoher 19, is 
that of respect for the people; 
it is the idea of a real democ­
racy where the people are 

' actors and decision-makers. It 

~· •• ·(I! 
• ·~ 

~~,~~~'t;::;':'.~i'•'"''." ~ ,-; ;; :':.:~:~~ ~;-
A billboard of the C'!nter for Popular Education (CPE). 

ready a fundamental lesson 
we should draw from these 
tragedies. I am frightened to 
read the Minutes of the 
NJM 's Central Meeting of 
25 September 1983 and to 
find in the mouth of one of 
Bishop's critics these worry­
i:1g words: 

"The masses 1-iave their 

owrt conception and their 
own perception that may 
not be necessarily like ours 
who study the science." 
In the same document, I 

find the blindness of dog­
matism which transforms 
rea.lity in the name of the 
"scientific approach". I find 
the intolerance which elim i­
n:ites commonsense in the 

is the conviction that it is 
here, with the people and by 
the people, and not in any 
imported modds, that we can 
find a way to progress, 
dignity, freedom and dem-
ocracy. 

It is this flame that we 
must continue to hold high, 
to put an end to useless and' 
ravaging divisions, to make 
this Caribbean, through soli­
darity and mutual understand­
ing, a Zone of Peace, :md to 
allow the genius of our peo­
ple to help then1 detcnnine 
by them selves the shape of 
their future .ind the way to 
reach there . 
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Departing from the adage that "politics, like 
nature, abhors a vacuum", Dr. ANTHONY 
GONZALES ponders here the Grenada ques­
tion in the light of "the vacuum problem" in 
the Caribbean. He further proposes some rec­
ommendations for new foreign policy initia­
iives in the region. 

This piece was written by Dr. Gonzales early 
in December 1983: a mere month or so after 
these tragic events. 

Dr. Gonzales is a Lecturer in International 
Economic Relations at the UWI's Institute of 
In temational Relations in Trinidad. 

ON aitaining irn.lcpendence, the maior concern of all nationalist 
and pntriotic leaders of the region.(:rnd especially those with a 
se nse \) f Ca ribbean history) wns how to avoid being cornered in 
the 'Arnc rica n back yard' and being rcleg:ited to a 'banana Re­
public' or a Northern Caribbean State like Haiti historically, or 
the DominiL·an Re public. There it once was a virtual custom 
for the US to iJltervene militarily to control the affairs of these 
nations . 

The Cre11a da in vas ion, hy bringing the full weight of the US 
into the Eas tern C:iribbe::m, has now clc::irly estabiished this 
:-iart of the region as pa rt of the" American backyard" , thereby 
frus1ra1 111g. tile drl':1ms of C1rihbean nationalists. US •~unship 
diplomacy· and Munroe Doctrine control now mean less inde­
pendence ,rnd m,muruvcrability for ,di state s in this area . 

Many perhaps would argue that this w::is the logical sequel 
to the coi lapse of the West Indian Federation and the political 
arithnwtica l calculalion that onc-minll$- tcn-lcaves-nought. 
Thi s view of c,1usc and effect , hmvever , is too elastic insofar as 
it assu:ncs that between the collapse of the FeJeration and the 
Grenada crisis, all ev.:nts were just working passio11atcly to­
ward s th:11 en d anJ th at the only way to escape US domination 
(or for that matter any foreign domination) was through the 
creation of a Federation . 

While a bigger unit could possihly afford a slightly larger 

Furthermore, independence was an opportunity not to pro­
vide 'compensation' for centuries of colonial neglect in the 
fonn of a substantial package of assistance, especially since the 
UK no longer had any security interests and could be consid­
ered as paying security costs for other countries of the Carib-
1bean Basin, including the US. 

Under these circumstances, the fundamental question that 
was raised was who should bear these economic and security 
costs ._. The Williams Government, even though it gave a note­
worthy ar.1ount of assistance, seemed to hold the view that 
Trinidad and Tobago, with or without an oil boom, could not 
be expected to bear these costs . That, as a matter of fact, was 
the very basis of the one-minus-ten-leaves-nought calculation. 

The Venezuelans also came into the act. They developed a 
Caribbean programme to deal with the 'vacuum problem'. 
They immediately ran into charges of 'imperialism'. however. 
Whether these charges affected tl1eir policies or riot, is not 
clear. What is more evident is that they never moved into the 
area with sufficient clout to establish some disce rnible amount 
of geopolitical order and stability and thus ward off adven­
turism. 

Another actor in this tragic episode is , of course, CARICOM. 
Conceived in the afte1math of the Federation's failure as a 
second-best solution, but capable of providing some measure 
of assistance to the Lesser Developed Countries (LDCs), it was 
gradually reduced _ to a bystander with the economic collapse 
of two of its More Developed Countries (MDCs) under severe 
internationnl economic strain. 

US policy during this period cbuld probably be best des­
cribed as an 'indirect' one, insofar as its role was one of spon­
sorship of regional and national actors in their efforts to fiJ! 
this vacuum. That was particularly so during the Carter Ad­
ministration where this type of approach fitted with the new 
US foreign policy orientations. This overall approach to the 
problem, it can also be argued, represented a small security 
cost to the US for whom the recurring question regarding the 
area has been how to obtain the maximum securityat the least 
cost. 1 

THE LEAST-COST SOLUTION 

degree of ind cpc'11dcnt action, of more rdevnnce are the poli- The Caribbean isl:inJs have alwn.vs been a set of headaches 
cics that haw to be pur.;ued within the broader diplomatic for the US. When in World War Ii the UK made an offer of 
t·ommunity to gu:1ra11tee some meaningful degree of indepcn- some of these islands to the US in return for warships, the 
dence and sovereignty for the states of !he region. Viewed Roosevelt Administration turned it Jown in return for military 
within this per.;pective,_.the. issue would thus revolve around bases, which was a more cost-effective option from the point 
the failure of policy action to secure this result. 

of view of the US national interests. How to avoid paying the 
GEO PO LIT I CAL PAWNS huge sums the French do in their overseas departments is al-

It is clear from the Grenada crisis that the 'power vacuum' ways being evaluated in__ terms of combinations of military and 
in the region "that was created following British colonial with- econnmic aid (guns versus hutter). 
drawal was not adequately tackled by the leaders of the wider The Grenada invasion now represents a least-cost approach 
Caribbean region . This failure, in some way, stems from a lack insofar as the required security is now obtainable through mili­
of perception of the reality of the region. Basically, the islands tary and political control without the needed disproportionate 
of the Caribbean are not viable in any meaningful sense. With amount of economic assistance. The security th1eat has been 
few exceptions, they have been reduced to recipients of abnor- removed and a long-term system of politicai" and military con­
mally high levels of metropolitan subsidisation in order to stay trol of the area is being established. 111e present conjuncture 
afloat . is rather similar to that after 1968 when the threat of Cuban- . 

Present USSR assistance to Cuba is over 5 billion annually; ;type revolutions fizzled out with the Bolivian fiasco of CHE 
that of the US to Puerto Rico and Jamaica is currently run- GUEVARA and the Alliance for Progress expired. The Carib-

bean Basin Initiative faces a similar death as US control in 
ning to about US:54 billion and US$ l billion respectively. Central America is gradually beim.! re-established. • 
Further, there is the massive assistance by the French and ,. 
Dutch to their dependencies. What m,L1<es the situation in the But. there arc some interesting lessons to be icarnt from the 
smaller islands, such as those ot the Eastern Caribbean, even Grenada crisis which would be useful for any Caribbean strat­
less tenable is that they are unable to provide their minimum cgy that atterµpts to restore some functional independence. 
security requirements. The first is that the crisis revealed the ineffectfreness of the 

Unable to pay their way and, in some cases, even to defend Commonwealth as a means of protection against US domina­
themselves ag ai nst a Ku Kiux gang, the majority of the nation tion. 
states in the region have been relegated to geopolitical pawns On becoming independent, most Caribbean· countries re­
and havens for a!! types of adventurers either in the fon11 of garded membership in the Commonwealth and later, by exten­
states such as Soutl( Africa, etc. or private transnational agents · sion, in the African-Caribbean-Pacific (ACP) Group as a way of 
who perceive the weakness of these islands and move in to se- escaping the full lash of the American 'big stick'. Recognition 
cure some adva::1tage. In a very real sense, the islands of the of Cuba in 1972 partly justified this position as it was possible . 
archipelago are up for grabs by external forces. to argue that we were not historically part cf the inter-Ameri-

One of the i:nfortunate consequences of this situation is can system. (Most Caribbean countries had not signed the Rio 
that Caribbean leaders, especially those with meagre resources, Treaty and were not members of the OAS when the embargo 
tend to think that their interests are best served by playing all on Cuba was imposed.) This resulted in a margin of foreign 
their international cards to secure some addhoY/al eco,wmic policy action envied by many in this geographical .zone. Gre­
ad 11antage with little awareness of the negative repercussions of nada's ability to secure EEC assistance for the construction of . 
some of this kind of action. the airport in the face of US economic sanctions and hostility 

is another case in point here. 
THE 'VACUUM PROBLEM' The decline of the influence of the Commonwealth really 

In the pest-Federation era, the story of the Grenada crisis started with the decision of the UK Government to totally 
could be said to have started with the refusal of the UK to align its foreign policy on the Caribbean with that of the US. 
effectively put the OECS islands on a relatively more secure In reality, it meant the acceptance of US policy on Grenada 
footing for Independence. The UK very early in the post-war and, consequently, the systematic isolation of Grenada. This 
period, realised that its colonial habit of acquiring islands for • conveniently opened up the way for a major US ·thrust into 
strategic and economic reasons was no longer a rewarding exer- the region. Mrs. Tiiatchcr's policy of distancing herself from 
cise in a nuclear age . The costs of supporting these islands were the US invasion was merely to sav~ fa,;e in tl-ic eyes of the 
prohibitive. Commonwealth. 
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CUBAN CALCULATIONS 
A second m-ajor lesson from the crisis concerns the role of 

Cuba in the Caribbean . Recognition of Cuba in 1972 by the 
four MDCs of the Commonwealth Caribbean was based on 
solid foreign policy grounds. Cuba has a role to play in the re­
gion. As a 'plantation economy' with impressive rr.ilitary might, 
it can act as a useful counterweight for Commonwealth Carib­
bean countries faced with border problems with powerful 
Latin neighbours. In addition, Cuba can offer a significant 
amount of co-operation in areas of agricuiture and infrastruc­
ture where its revolution has achieved major succ<! sses. 

The problem with Cuba's role in the regi,on has always been: 
how to undertake co-operation with Cuha without being 
dragged into super-power rivalry? Moreover , is it possible for 
Cuba to act independently of the Soviet Union in the interests 
of regional co-operation? 

The Grenada issue demonstrated once aga in, as occurred in 
Jamaica under Manley, that Cuba in a despera te effo rt to es­
cape isoiation and forge regional links, is willin g to pay a high 
price. The siJent consensus on the substantial amount of assis t­
ance 1hrt Cuba offered Grenada is illustrative in this respect. 
At one poi/It, this assistance was almost the size of the national 
income of Grenada and substantially greater than what Gre­
nada obtained over decades of colonial neglect. 

1l1e issue, however, is whether this assistance was given 
without a quid pro quo. On this score, the suggested use of the 
airport as a stopover point for Cuban, Russian, and poss ibly 
Libyan planes seems quite plausible. This thougl1 would not 
have been enough to alter the balance of power. But in terms 
of superpower calculation , it represents some sligh t advantage 
which can never he conceded , especially during an intensifica­
tion of the Cold War. 

The essential point in this regard is th at <1ccording to Cuba/ 
Soviet strategic calculations, the establishment of such a facil­
ity was quite feasible. It certainly was not strategic enough in 
terms of US defence to warrant an outcry in the US and inter­
nationally that could justify a US intervention. Similar to pre­
vious USSR moves in Cuba, the US would have hecn con­
fronted with a Jail accvmp/i to which it would have aujustt: J 
over time, reluctantly, after employing Hs nom,al drs,abi/isa­
tion techniques v,rhich the Grenadian rl·vo!urion at this point 
may have been c3pable of resisting. 

This calculation under normal circumstances would appear 
to be reasonable and more viable than the U$C ofGrellada as a 
base to export revolution and subvert neighbouring gove rn­
ments-events whkh would easily invite a.nd justify \JS mili .. 
tary intervention . 

However, it represented a considerable gamble in the present 
context of intense Cold War politics :ind i.ncalculable reactions 
on the part of the present US adrninist ration. In this sense it 
could be described as too risky. The present phase of East/ 
West conflict required a more cautious policy by which Cuba 
would have given certain assurances to Grenada's neighbours. 
But similar to the high profile in Jamaica under il'ian tcy , 
Cuba's heavy military involvem.e:it in Grenada could hardly __ be 
considered a pragmatic way of building bridges to the Carib­
bean in the interests of Jong-term co-operation. 

The Grenada crisis, as did the Jamaican situation under 
Manley, continues to demonstrate the limited pctentfal of the 
use of these islands in an 'anti-imperialist' struggle. 

BUILDING AN ANTI-DOMINATION STRATEGY 
A third implication of the crisis relates to the fact that in 

eradicating the "vacuum problem" through military and polit­
ical control, the prospects for "recolonisation'' have been en­
hanced. In this context, it is important to note that tJ1e Carib­
bean is still the most balkanised and colonised region in the 
world. Effective decolonisation has never t:iken place in this 
area where from Puerto Rico to Cayenne, independent states 
arc struggling to survive next to relatively prosperous US, 
Dutch and French colonies. Independence in these circumstan­
ces tends to mean very little to p~ople who see many of their 
colonial neighbours driving Uncoln Continentals and BMWs. 

TI1e Gl'enada crisis has highlighted this ~ituation in which, 
contrary to the myth spread by the nationalist political elite, 
the masses in the region do not have a clear pen;pective on the 
value of independence. It is well known that the vast majority 
of the micro-states of the Eastern Caribbean did not want in­
dependence. Had the UK offered an associated status similar 
in value to the departmental status of the French Overseas 
Territories, most. if not all, would have grabbed it. In this 
sense Anguilla is not '1.11 exception. At present, the impression 
is CO~)Jeyed that gfren the support for tlze so-called "rescue 
operation" in Grenada, a referendum there on statehood 
would comfortab~y produce a positive result. 

But the problems and issues must be addressed. A strategy 
has to be developed to try and reduce US in!luence and con­

Cont'd on page 15 

From Page 14 

troi to tolerable limits. , 
In this 1espect links with Latin American n:,i_ghbo~rs need 

to be reinforced. The belief that this i~volv:;s ,)l1mpmg ~r_om 
the US frying pan into the Latin American tire places us m a 
dilemma which only leads to chronic inac~ion. The _Grenada 
crisis rciveals that our inability to work out with !:ur neighbours 
a co-ordinated and in1proved response . to t~e . ~acuum pr~b­
lem" could be considered as contributing s1gmhcantly lo the 
present situation. 

Moreover the tendency to see the Latin American group as 
a monolithi~ bloc seeking to d?m!nate _the ~o_mmonw~alth 
Caribbea!t and violate its territonal mteg:1tr, as I~ the c~se of 
B I• d Guy"na must be avoided. This 1s a serious m1scon­

e ize an "" , . h • 1~ body· 
ception, since Latin America remai~1~ a . e,erogenco~ •' . 

1 with each nation-state actively purs~mg its own n~tiona_l m­
terests. The border disputes referred to above are lnghly 1lh:S­
t tive of this since the main bulwarks of support for t 1e 
t:~itoria\ inteiirity of Guyana and Belize arc some of the most 
powerful Latin American countries. , . . . •· 

More permanent alliances need to be _omit m Lattr_i ':rn?_·1ca. 
The present isolation of CARICOM, without the wider c,_iplo; 
rnatic cover 311d muscle of some of the other broader rcg1ona. 
organisations, to some extent has exposc_cl the Commonte,:lth I 

C 'bb to thn Grenada a*tack in this connection, .nst ,Lu- I 
ti~~s ;i;h as. tl~e Latin Ar~eric; Economic Sy_st~m (SELA_) , 
bec~rne critical for future action in terms of bu1ld111g an anti_- : 
domination strategy. . ! 

The strengthening of relations with. the ~EC,_ othe! Thlfd \ 
Worid countries, as well as the reinforcing ot reg101_13:1 mtegra- : 
tion in a more viable wider framework, are all add1t1onal ele­
ments that must be pursued. 

These are some of the main ekments of a strateg~ that_ for 
the moment is just indicative. It_ i_s urger_it, however, m a con­
text where the US has won a nuhtary_ v~ctory and ~c~ms ~e~: 
on achieving maximum security at m:mmal gco_poht1cal 1.;ost_s 
and at the expense of Caribbean freed_om and independence, 

I not . to mention growth and tr2nsformat1on. 
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SIX months after the execution of Maurice Bish'Jp at 
the hand s of onct! loyal NJM colleagues, Cubans had 
the opportunity in April to pay their tribute in a 
most unique manner to the slain Prime Minister of 
the People's Revolutionary Govern.men~ (PRG) in 
Grenada. 

iEi i 
t· .. , 
;l ~ 

~1 l~ 

3 
::v ~· .,; 

The occasion was the 25th anniv~rsary of the 
internationally-famous Casa de las Americas, the 
Havana-based publishing house, that announced the 
launching ,of a prest igious award every three years to 
.commemorate the contributions of Maurice Bishop. 

~ aurice Bis.'lop 

~·1"'·•: 
..,. ... _ l ,-: 

.. l_,·~~ 

There in Havana to deliver 
the keynote address on Casa' s 
25th birthday on April 28, 
was the West Indian novelist, 
Geor3e Lamming (see his 
tribzue on page 7). 

His audience included the 
v, ido,ved mother of the mur­
der<!d Prime Minister, Mrs. 
Aiimenta Bishop, and one of 
her daughters, Ann ; Cuba's 
Minister of Culture , Armando 
Hart; Nican gua's Culture 
Minister and famous ·-poet­
priest, Ernesto Cardenal, and 
Mariano Rodriquez, · head of 
Casa de las Americas. 

Mrs. Bishop remained in 
Havana after the Casa cere­
mony fo r a few days and 
shared a platform at Jose 
Marti Square with President 
Fidel Castro on May 1, to 
mark Labour Day. 

On her arrival at Jose 
Marti_ airport on April 27, 
Mrs. Bishop was -met by a 
high-ranking Cuban delega­
tion that also included 0Jba's 
former Ambassador to Gre­
nada Julian Ri7.zo. 

Her nresence in Havana 
and the Casa award served to 
underscore the Cuban Govern­
ment' s firm friendship with 
Lhe slain Prime Minister and 
his PRG, which was over 
thrown in a shortlived mili­
tary coup last October that 
provided the US with the 

opportunity to launch an in­
vasion of the Caribbean 
isfand. 

· the Bishop Award, the first 
of its kind to be offered by 
Cas;i, is "to pay . permanent 
trib'ute to the spirit and con­
tributions 'lf Maurice Bishop 
as a man of the Caribbean 
and the American • hemis-
phere". ' 

The Award will be given to 
a distinguis.l-ied personality , 
institute or organisation in 
the ' area of literature, the 
arts, politics or science . It is 
not competitive and will be 
decided by a competent jury 
for a body of work in any 
of these fields. 

ward Kamau Brath-wa.He's 
Black and Blue; Andrew 
Salkey's °In The Hills Where 
Dreams Live; Austin Oarke's 
Growing Up Stupid Under 
the Union Jack; Angus Rich­
mond's A Kind of Living; 
John Agard's Man to Pan; 
Harcy Narain's Grass-R oots 
People and David Lew~s' 
Ref arm and R evolution in 
Grenada- 1950-1981. 

MEANWHILE, in St. 
George's itself, the "Maurice 
Bishop and other October 19 
Martyrs Foundation" contin­
ues to draw wide support 
from within the society and 
across' the region and beyond, 
according to two of the more 

• well-known. names of the 
Casa will give the .Award PRC-ex-Cabinet minist ers 

every three years _pn Bishop's Kenrick Radix and ~orge 
birthday, May 29, starting Louis-on- both of whom were 
next year on his 40th birth- in prison at the time of the 
day. The Award carries a U -led invasion of the island. 
financi al award of US$5 ,000 The foundation's . head-
(five thousand dollars). quarters has an entire wall 

Since it came into exis- decorated with photographs 
tence within months of the showing various development 
Cuban Revolution in 1959, projects of the PRG as w0 1l as 
Casa de las Americas has numerous meetings with Gre­
been utilising its resources to • nadians and international per-, 
promote a greater awareness sonali ties by Maurice Bishop 
of the peoples of the Carib- and other slain leaders of last 
bean and Latin America. October, among them former 

Between 1976 to 1984, Fo rei gn Minister Unison 
Casa's publication of Carib- Whiteman ; ex-Education Min­
bean lilerature included at ister Jacqueline Creft ; Norris 
least 14 works by writers of and Fitzy Bain and Vince 
the region, among Lliem: Ed- Noel. 
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'· The:, lesso,ns of .:Grenad~ll 
for·-the c:aribbean left \!\ ' 

' I t 
THREE seminal events in the last twenty-five ye~rs have i 
taken place · that have been of transcendental importance j 
for the Caribbean Left: the Cuban Rev0lution of i 959 , the I 
US invasiqn of the Dominican Republic in 1965,;and the , 
demise of ;the Grenada Revolution with the grim e,vents of • 

.October 1983 . AU three of them , in, of course, ~ifferent i 
ways, coJtain within them important lessons :ror the 
C.ribbean • Left, in terms of socialist policy, tactics and 
strategy, ideological content, and, in general, th~ theory 
and praxu, of revolution. 

By GORDON K. LEWIS 

. . ~ 

What a~ the lessons for the Caribbean Left? ·1 

Fint and foremost, surely, is that radical sociai change 
and anne4 force are a heady mix, with clear dangers . . . 

It is worth remembering that the old Eurovean' socialist 
t,odltlon ~f which Marx and E~els were an integral part, 
was stro~/y anti-war, anti-militarist, seeing the armed 
state Uke ·Prussla or Czarist Russia as enemies of the revolu- . 
tlon. The' militarisation of the Third World today, including ! 
the militarisation of the new Grenada regime after 1979 I 
(however.Justified in terms of the argur;nent of self-defe__nse}, t 
rum counter to that tradition. • . ~ 

The March 1979 coup d'etat, certainly , was justified:,. } 
But the use of force and assassination to solve internal 
problems, as on October 19, can find no support from any \ 
right-minded radical person. As the noble Cuban declara- ! 
tlon put it , "no doctrine , no principle or proclaimed \ 
revolutionary position and no internal divlsio_n can justify • i 
atrocious acts such as the physical elimination of Bishop 
and the ·prominent group of honest and worthy leaders who · 
died yesterday .. . " 

1\ ", ,Ii· • ' i t ," ,·~" -, ·1 , I" 11r , 111idnnc 1!. at n ra tcgy 
, ~ ~ , 1 1 : j, ,, , . ,, . ·I , 1 r· · t i , n ic 1 . , iii , h ' .\.11, ,;; u1 n n1cd u p by 
:: r111 1 "' ' ' ' •J : l ,. 1 ,· I· 1•,~· I ,,· w It fl c, ,.l11 1i•1 11 i11 ni i1 d "; in h is 
l, . , •. , I • • , , ,', I ,l• , · I •11, ) • I I i:· binnd o f m;;n ," he 
,, I<'' <' 1i .. 11 !d "" , , i,., cl : ,. •I !;u l In ,r-,frc m lhe blood of 
IJ! 'll l i1 j ,, -- • II ·'1 ,. ,1 1·•r ,1 1•r 1·11 11 i lv . frn o ur fri ends. fo r our 
( ,Pd , ! ,, , 1111 • ,_ , 111: 11 , 1, .. 11 :•• ii , 1;d ·11 11~ ,es t is vanity; the 
r,.... ,. , , . , i 11, · 

_;r 1n nt1S /\\!STJ\ KF.~ 
1\ sc ,., ,,,1 11 ., , ,, ·" " r' · 11 f r tl\ics n11 1s1 ~11idc and -:ontrol 

rch \ •·•n l• i1 •~ 1 ,, ,, , , ,, f.'' ""l':i .,, ,d 11 c 1s 11 11 ~ in the life of 
eve , , , 1• ' 1 :ii 11 1<lr 1• -, ;,- !'"' 11 i,--d p:11 tv a11d organisation. 
Hu i ~11• I• ,1 ,., ,i. , ' ,, i • 1 !l 111-r- ,\ in th•· lnnr, in1ernal power 
~'' ' '/' , l,• 11,. ,1 .: n' "n i<: 1111' l "11 l1 a l (\ •111mitl ce of the PRG 
1h 11 inp 11,,, ~11i·•~p,r; :11 ,d fa il P l 1<-> ~ \ 

,, dnn ~ , ,,, . , ·1·-·· ,,f .1 1 d t'f"Y :111 d laclics we re commit te d. 
I l •c .;. ,, 1_, n11d< nl ,i"l?, · • ip •1 t !i :i ! hc!il lli ~hop and the Gre-

11 :1< li'"I \n il , I' • ,, 1, 1,-,,c t!.,., \1·c 11• 11mlr •csti mated, so that 
:1 1, , 11 1,,1, I • ,1 .• ' :i :, t'l - /1. u s t in ~111 11p cou ld not per­
• d , ~!, ti q ,,., 1, ,, r1 lvr t ; , , e 1 r, r :i h ly 1\ie mass support for 
tJ 1• J{,' .• ., ! 1t :-q1 t},-. g i•· \Jll n. ,,n rcvn .' 

!_ "•il1, '"''" •· . 11, , 11 ir t•·1l·," was made of using force , in-
, t, .,l ,, f , . ., •1·111 ,, '" i:' " l'r nl , th11 s l" in l;iting Mao Tse 

'" "' 1,, 1 • ,, 11,·11 11 .. ; l ':ll l ) 111 us1 hr in control of the gun 
•11p\ 1" l : ' " r n• • i11 •n t111 l " l •lt r p ,111 y 

It ;, ,,},;, , a I,:""' ·, f f; rr w,d ~. if tl1i3 line of analysis is 
cn,r" , 111 :,t 11,c I •· I t 11111~1 .1 h i11rc the 1e111p tation to indulge 
in " ,. 1-t ti ,, . .,, rl, f'." 11 r:: rr ing. roo 111any of its elements 
lrn , pi:1 r l ,·, iti 1 •he iu r :i of tile use of armed violence as 
t i r l' '' T' 1 r,, ., ,1 in ·:•11. ia lis,n 

l 11i:.. !1 :" 1" ,r ,11 •lwc>, s he r i1 c11m sta 11ces in which it is a 
1• 1~\ il iA,te • •i:1\ rg,, 1wtabh wl1rrc a reprr ssive regime has 
,n;, dr ,,!I 1•'1 1rr :1!• 0 1na t i1e. s11atcgk s impossible. That was 
'"' ,_ ,·,r- ,, i•h ' ~nil\ 'r \ ,t "" !l'lU a 

H,t! -., i· ·1r 11t r l) lftn a h r 111a 1i vc s :tml mainly the demo-
1 1 ,i ; ., •1• ,t i\11 1tl' ll'>I :,\t ,-. 11 1,1, ivc , till re nw in , the resort to 

, .·., 1111 ,,,11· •1 ;,,lr1 1•T ·· bn <• ll\ es 11 11j11 , t ificd. It leads to 
1•: :•• ~i,,,,, i11 · q ·1 ll , ;dl1· d 1. l 1c p1 111r r s~cntially anarchist, 
, I ' \ 'I,, 11"' ,, i l h 1•., •, li 1! i<' n ' 

r, i< 1111 f •p' "W1ir •i n,i , i,1 the c ~rihbean of recent years, 
•I t( , .;•;. :, .. n pf lhr v , rnlled '' Wr<ti11 it1 sk r model", much 
ni i i "' " l y iu< tih 11 , \1 a-: h <>t> ll ci;nie1I to the extreme of 
;,, ::. ,;.,,, ,h:1t , w 1c'i1 111in11:i l! y h·•lcl el~ctinns, as such arc 
. 1, ~ n~~1i -~f' . 

,\:· 01 . f !' !i , , !l If \ '.tS .,1,, r poi11!<' 1I ou t , the re is more 
t n •I" ''W«11n i11~t~· • mn1kl" ' th::m jm,t d ections: there ll:..' 
11i ~ .,,10 111 i:n. 11v: n •\1 l • i pr. rly syslcin , the separation of 
lh1 11 • I, ,., ,., •·I 1t t. t ),~ i r;, 1\ itio n:1I civil !i l1!!11ies, and so oa. 
",,·je- • ;, ft 11 f (1,~m . <'•I 1t1c gro1md 1h11 t the model is inap 

pl il •, ' , 1r 1,, 1 '•i• 1 1\" t> d t! 1•1J11dilions. is to throw out the 

V /:}- . IV 
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; MIL~T ARY SOCIALISM ~ and both easily drew di~~iples towards thef j 1 
• i 

A sort of molutionary romanticism arises here-what ; The second lesson is that, precisely \ ,ec ~use charisma 
~me recent_ ~riti~ ha~ called the concept of "holy violence" ·; is so omnipresent in t~e region, and bec:l'.u, b, tpo , it is a 
m the political thoi!ight of Frantz Fanon. It is tempted to • heavy burden for any smgle person to canl1::; for ~t can lead 
think in terms Qf th~ ''revolutionary· mo,nent", of the quick . to delusions of grandeur if the person d()( k .; lot ,have !nner 
overthrow of; bou~eois , governments, ·even indeed of the • .reserves of moral strength J o resist it-it, is' ~ital that the 
"revolutionary herg",- the strongman, : who will lead the party or movement construct institutionl I r1echanisms to 
rev?l~!ion . It! thin~s .in tenns of sabbtage, underground contr?I !t. ; . • .! .. • , . j i 1 l ; . . 
act1V1hes, ~cret pl9ttmg, and all the , rest, which almost i It 1s m that sense, _of course, that (whi -e ~r Diiglit hin,e 
becomes with cert~n movements (like the Puerto Rican . been the-motives behind it) the proponent I iii the Grenada 
FA1:,N); . leftwing terro~ism . It _bec_orries ena~oured of ; _debate of !he joint-lea~ership idea had a (bi~t. _ln pushing 
schemes, plot~; cla~destme organisations even. It all leads, : for collecttve leadership and collective ret ~ nsibility they 
perhaps worst of all, to the appearance in the revolutionary I were figh_ting against the habit of 'one-nlm·lbni' that has 
struggle of thtl milit~ry chieftain. . • . been the bane of_ Caribbean politics. As ctlo!oE: succinctly 

i Both Africa ' and/ the _Caribbean hav~ provided examples : puts it, '?ne;inanism' ?" tlie Righ_t cannot 1~ i:ei>laced by 
of this type in rece)1t years. Men like Doe in Liberia Raw- , • one-marusm on the Left. The regional s~i..,!ist movement 
l_ihgs in Ghana, ldi /Amin in Uganda, Bouterse in Suriname. ; m_ust seek to de~se th~ appropriate institul:lo ·~ forms that 
appe-ar. They usually-come into power as a result of a plot . will meet that pomt._ • • • . l, .. ' ; • 
in the army 'camps; they promise an end to the corrupt ; , · . : • - t l ' 
politicians and inefficient civilian parties of. the old regime ; i THE .PROBLEM OF TH Ed R 
they move rapidly~to the murder of opponents and critics; • . • . i • 
an,d all of this usually accompanied . by a baggage of half- ' After this, there is the problem of theo !'Id ideology. 
baked and iU-dige~ted Marxism-Leninism, for the doctrines • What can be stated with some certitude f • at there did 
ate used as ·slogans rathe r than as theories. It ends up in a : take place within the tentnil Committee at 0 arty plenary 
new form ·of military socialism. • meetings an intense and wide-ranging debaL I n the nature 

Such a process, clearly took place .in Grenada, with the • of the party, its-~elatfonships with state anc tg,)vemment its 
emergence of military men like Austin , .James, and Com- , relationship with the ~ass constituency , anHf~ role for the 
wall. The militarisation process of the revolution thus , future •• .It is here, beyond doubt, that the rl lil~ssue was de-
comes full circle . • dared . It was stated, ;with remarkable candt UI by the Cen-

We have to remember, ceaselessly, Cheddi Jogan's warn' tral Committee m~jority in the impo!.!a~t tj bi 'rig of Octo-
ing: 'Not every one who cries 'Comrade, Comrade', shall en- ber 26, 1982. ·that ".the Party ,stands aCtl l! j ross-roads"; 
tter into the kingdom of socialism. '' • that the Party 11_1ust l>e ~eorganised on "a ~ &,·list foo.ting"; 

It i, immateri:ii to tit is ii ne of argument . at ieasi for th:: that the great imµerahves required were • h 'L Qualities of 
pres· nt moment. as to wh,: i particu lar figures pcrsuni ficd Le nin ist iron discipline. great depth in ideolug i..: ·1 clari ty, ~ 
what trait of mind and spirit in the C, re nada Re volut ion. brilliance in strategy and tact ics. an d Le.ni nbt supe rvision • 
Wh<:!t he, Coard v;as the 'hardliner' and [khop th•~ 'm oder - and gu idance .in ,;ll are as of Party work . i. 
ate' ; whether Coard pby ed Macbe th to his wife 's Lady Given that the uifra-Left gro up llad taken over the i 
Macbeth; whethe r Coard played Iago to Bishop's Othello Leninist struc ture o( thought and an:ilysis as a guide lo ,he i.• 

(the Sh:1ke spcarean analogy has been used hy Tim Hector); future of bo th the Pa rty and the Revolution, an y post- ~ 
whether Coard was the 'fron t man· for Austin. or the other mortem must fa ce up to the basic ques tion :. was the Leninist ! 

, way · aro und; or indeed wheth er Aust in !JimscJf was being theoretical model appropriate, not only fo r Grenada, hut ; 
manipulated by fellow-office rs like J.imes and Cornwall; or for any leftwing revolutionary movement in the modern ; 
whet!1er the whole thi!1g was enginez red from the veiy world? 
beginning by the CIA: all this is fru itless and counter- That discussion, surely, must begin by questioning the 
r,roductive specµ!::i tion unless am ui,t il we have more de.-" assumption -implicit in the very term 'Marxism-Leninism· -
tailed and reliab!.1e information than we now possess. • 1 Le 1 • • h b ct I 

A DUAL STRUGGLE 

• t 1at nin's po itical tnoug t can e viewe as an integra 
part of what is commonly known as Marxism. For any th0r­
ou~h analysis of Lenin's thought must re cognise that it v..as 
base d upon conditions- specifically , conditions in a Czarist 
Russia tha t were quite different from conditions in Western 
Europe-- that unavoidably sh:.iped and coloured its major lt seems that there took place in Grenada at once a 

persGnal rivalry' and an ideological struggle . The two can 
go together; they are not mutually exclusive . Everyth ing we 
know about human nature in politics tc 11s us that pe rsona l 
rivalries can be disguised in theore tical terms and that, con­
versely , in ternal debates about ideology can be rooted in 
and influenced : by the same rivalries. Every historical pro­
cess, bourgeois! or proletarian, invo lns bo th of these com ­
ponents, the personal and the ideological. 

prc_suppositions. ;; 

TSARISM UPSIDE DOWN I 
First, there is the ge neral problemat ic of personality 

It is proper t0 point out the very special role that per­
sonality, and the charisma of individual leade rs , piays in 
Caribbean society and politics. These, even including the 
larr;e r islands like Cuba , are basically small-island societies. 
There is Ettie: of Durkheim's urban anomie o; Weber's 
institurional pe rsonality . Family and kinship t ies b.ind al­
most cverybo c.Jy together; everybody knows ·everybody 
els;; ; private li>:es are IlUblic secrets. 

This mean~ two things: (a) the political struggle be­
comes intens¢ ly personified, resulting in an almost can­
nibalistic savagery, as can be seen, to take a single exam pie, 
from Da Breo's account of the power struggle in the St. 
Lucia Labour Pa rty over the iast few years, and (b ) what 
Singham, in his study of pre-i 979 Gairyi te Grenada . has 
termed the 'he ro and the crowd" syndrome. Hence the 
well-known Caribbean brand of pol it ic al messianic leade r­
ship. 

There are . possibly, two lessons th at all this llOld fo r the 
regional socia1iSt movement. The first is that i.:hMi.,matic 
leadership is a given va riable. not likely soon to disappeu. 
because it is rooted in the Caribbean civ ic culture :ind the 
Caribbean human psychology . Both Coard and Bishop 
posse,~d it, ' in different ways, in Grenada, the _first as a 
revolutionary theoretician , the second as a public orato r, 

The Marxist groups of the l 9th century (some of them · .. • 
Russians living in exile) in Paris and London and elsewhere, 
were livi ng under comparatively liberal conditions. Those in 
Russia and Eastern Europea n countries were living in 
bas ically anti-liberal, repressive societies . Fot the latte r, that 
meant the evolution of revolut ionary thwrics founded . 
necessarily, in conspiracy , intrigue, illegai underground ac­
tivity, and the rest. 

Lenin's application of Marxism to those conditions led 
to his formulation of the Communist Party as an elite van- j 
guard party ; the dictatorship of the proletariat became fi 
transformed into something more akin to the Jacob in idea 'f:· 

of a Committee of Public Safe ty than to any content that 
Marx or Engels had given to the term . 

For the re is harqly anyth ing .in the Marx-Engels !item- I 
ture which assumes tha t the Cominunist parties of which 1 

i they wrote should become tightly-knit, iron-disciplined 1 
advanced groups, imposing ideolog ical pa tterns upon the ·1 

general working-class movement. In the Russian case, as 
11 Herzen put it, Communism became "Tsarism turned up­

side down". 
The Leninist theory, in sum, assumes that, of necessity . 

the revolu cion must be placed in the guiding hands of :.:n 
experie nced eli te which. because its members possess the . 
theoretical understanding denied to others , will then be 
abie to guide the masses in to the baping of the new com­
munist society. 

This became, after al!, the major bone of conten t ·u 1~ i.n 
the Russian-Polish situation between Lenin himsE:i.f and 
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Rosa Luxembourg, who espoused the alternative thesis of 
the 'spo ntaneous· rising of the masses . 

Her position, of course, was in pa rt based upon a tradi, 
tion::il Polish nat iona'lis t fe ar of Ru ssia, whethe r a Russia 
ru leu by a Czar or a: Lenin. But it was also based upon a 
philosophical fear of d :ccs:;ive centrnlis,;tjon in the insti tu-

1

.. tJc;r;;;J rn~cr-yiery 0f !he_ rev?l ution:!:y movement anywhe·re, 
not JUSt Po1and or R~ss1a. 

THE ON LY PERMISSIB LE WAY . 

I " One t~e '?1,e ha~d ,_'. ' she wrote in l 904, "apart fr~m the 
. gc:-:c,;.: p~;;ic,1:111: or ;ne struggle, -there 1s no read1 -made , I pre-es tablished , detailed se t of tact ics which a cent ral com­
I mittee can teach its: Social Democratic membershi p as if 
- they were army recruits. On the othe r h~nd, the process of 

the strugg le, which dcate s the orga nisa tion, leads to a con­
t inual fl uct\J ation or. the sphere of influence of Social 
Democracy . It follov,is that the Soci;il Dem ocrat ic ccn tral­
is;i t ion cannot be bqsed on blind obedience, nor on the 
mechanical su bordination of the party milit ants to a cen­
trni power." 

B,1t for Rosa Luxembou rg the re was even more to it 
th ~n th .is. "Withou t genera l elec tions,'' she wrote later in 
I 9 I 8 . " freed om of the press, freedom of the assembly, and 
freedom of speech, ,life in every public institution slows 
down, and becomes r car ica ture of itself, and_ bureaucracy 
emerges 3S the one deciding factor. ... Public life gradua lly 
dies . an u a few score party lea ders, with inexh austible 
energy and limi tless ideal ism , direc t anu rule. Amongst 
them the leadership · is, in reality , in the hands of J dozen 
men of firs t-class brains, even th ough. from time to time, an 
el i:.e of the workini class is called toge the r in Congress to 
applaud t i::: speechc!s of their le aders, and to vote una ni­
rnously fo r tile reso lu tions they pu t forward." 

This criticism, couched in hath particular a11d general 
ph ilosophical lerms. 1!teir1s to explain the general trajec tory 
of the J'!i-e!op111 {!11I of the world Communist movement 
after JY J 7. Because Lenin was th e architel'l of a success­
fi 1! n:vcl:1tio11 and ' Rosa Luxembourg the archirect- all(/ 

....,,....,...._, ~~ • .....i "4' .... " .. ,."""~-'"'-"~."t!~•~·~---i:-~:;:--..,,--- ·--
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indeed victim- of an unsuccessful revolution, it was Lenin's 
theories that dorninated that movement until ot least the 
period of the Second World War. 

J\ Muscovite orthodoxy grew up in which all othe r na ­
tio na l Com mun ist parties were obliged to accept the party 
line estab lished by the Cominterrn, or be denounced as 
traitors to the cause. Their ethical behaviour echoed that:of 
Moscow: the passion fo r conspiracy , the need for decep­
tion, the centralised and automatic commands, the con­
tempt for :'air play; the ruthless disc redi ting of other 
socialist groups and persons, the ready identification of 
int ellectual dissent with moral criminality, and the rest. 
The road tu Mu~<.:oW, like the road to Rome fo r the lojra l 
Catholic, became the on ly pe rmissible way; everythi ng e/se 
was "social' fa scism" or "rightwing deviation" or "petty 
bourgeois opportunism". ' 

THE SUPREME LESSON 

This domination of Moscow was, indeed, only ended 
after 1945, as Euro-Communism began to develop, :es­
pecially in France and Italy. But it is of interest to npte 
that as it waned in Europe it received new life in many: of . 
the new TI1ird World countries. , 

This is evident from the fact that it appeared orninot/sly 
in the Gre nada party As one reads the inner party dis<.ius• 
sions the same temper of mind :md spirit becOines evidf nt . 

The French Ant illean socialist Jean Girard has com. 
mentcd on the PRG doc trinaire temper. " I find ," he 
writes, speaking of his reading of the Central Committee 
debates, " the blindness of dogmat ism which tra nsforms 
real ity in the name of the ' scie ntific approach' . l find the 
i!1tolerance which eliminates commonsense in the name of 
so-called 'ideologica l• leve l'. I find, under a new disgi1ise, 
the same old contempt of the people, thei r knowledge and 
emotions , thei r talents and thei r profound aspirations .'' 

It seems, all in all , that the supreme icsson of Grenada is 
that the Cari'.Jbean Left movement must rediscover its con­
viction that socialism must go hand in hand with democ­
racy. The l'RG regime was too much tempted to forget that 
lesson, so thM it built up the paraphernalia of a left-wing 

., . ..,,,..__.....,.,.-,.,11,._,... -•--r--_.,.,.,.,,....,.,,._.,. .. , ._.._..__ 

authoritarian state in the 11ame of lc11i11i, ,11. il 11 ,. 11, ,1 11 i.1rn , 11 

of all rival parties, the suppre s~iun of a fn•e 111t, .. , 1h . .I , ,,1.d " 
of civil liberties, especially lo ils poli tic-al prbu11ni,, ,.,HI i h~ 
org:rnisation of a secret pa.-l y organi, ,1tton : ,di 111 ,, Li, Ii 
let it be noted, lest we run Ou: ,L1 11ger d 11.icn li, ., II ) ,ic 
veloping a Bishop cult, was s11 p1>0r h!d uhll pmp,1g,1lc d l, J' 
Bishop himsdf. 

H was in that sense lh.at tu som,: dcgn:e he was t11 ,bt t, >' 
his own petard. it is therefore necessary 1ha1 lhc l..c l' i g, 
back to the more humane communi,mi of MMli :111d [ 1,b,l,. 
For although both of them h;ul 1h 1:ir !H\ n sh ,11.c " I t\;i_ 
habit of fierce controversialbrn, rhty never 111 c.1,: 11 ,ln l ,l .. i 
they were entitled to some sorl of infaH1hili1 y ,n .d.,, l:11<. 

that it is tempted to establish whu t is vi11u:dl }- ,m 11111,11 ,1 

tion to enforce their dognu,s. ' 
There is one fin al point. Nu e>. ap1ii ,.;11.>1 l " f 11 .. f ,,, .. , ... 1,, 

Revolu tion of 1979-83 should i::11d ,,n .1 p, ,c111 1, .i l' ,.,, r, 
For there is much to be pro ud .i i>, ld f 111 l,•,H l.·1 ; Ii i-..:\, .. ,.: 
and Bishop, just to name 11,.: 1wu pr., 11111h!1 d 1,.· ,au1,, i1 ,t1.: , 
that emerged ou t of lhc Nt:w Jcwd tv101.: 1111: nl . ,, ~1 .. . dl 
Caribbean mini-society showed 1h i1i II cv1dd 1, iv~ IH1 rl1 It • 

a qual ity of leadersh.ip and abili1y t:0mpa1ablc hl ilL i tl1 1.1l, 
anywhere else; for if Coard, wit h ·all his Liil init, ,111.111 ic,1 
was a brilliant theoretician, Bishop, aga m wi1h ,ill l,i, l.,il ­
ings, was a radical populist lcac!t: r who \\.Is ahk 1,, ,w,llL' ,, 

rich and meaningful rela tionship bctweL.n icdd u ,111d 1.11, 

and file , a sine qua non of all poli tica l 1110v.: 1,1i::,1 1.> 

But even more than that, the l{c vo l11r 1n ,1 ,!11, ,,,.,1 !11.11 ,1 

small island fo ik-people could p1 11 1nr•,1; 1hc 1 .i ~p i ,1 1~,1 m.i,, 
movemen t of pro test and re j s1a11ce u111 1,..11 ,t.,·d Iii ,t L) 

other people in the region . T h ,1l 111m .: 111 n ,1 ,. 1,1111111: l, :, l 1,1 

the heroic e pisode of 'Bloody Wcd n1:sd,.1y ', 1, . , oL, , , 1 ,, 

The release of Bishop and th t . 11;a1 Lh 11 1, 1:,111 i<up,·11 
without benefi t of party leadc~ltip, w,1,, , mun~ H, ,1 ,.;q 

thing els,e, an example of th at con.: .:: p1 of 11 , ,1,, ·s1,u ,,­
taneity ' for which Rosa l.uxemb"" l)l a , g 111: 1I 1)ll 11. ... 1 ,J., ,·, ' 
surely , and to use Marx's phnE.e ril e r. ,c1t ,1oli1 !•co pl.; 
stonned the heights of hc:wcn ., ~, sn 11, ly a~ !1.1 .i ,l .,11,· rt. ,_. 
Paris Cornmunar<ls of 187 1. Tli .. y 1h 11 , <1 ,I.L ,i ,111 11 11 ,, , 
gl'}rinus chapter to lhe history of Curild,c.,1, "-, 11 1 .. \;., 11,11 •1 

resis!ance . 
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11 1, 11,o r ie::,," vcn wred a n un­

c11 ,pbycd civil servan t who 
requested anonymity. 

Up at the nea rby 2nd Ooor 
Crcnville Street headqwtrt~rs 
nr l he "Maurice Bishop and 
October 19th, l 983 Martyrs 
Fnu ndation", the sentiment 
is underst::rndbly more open 
and confident. fo rr.1er PRG 

' I: I )' 1,1 1· ,,, f,r ,ii-arl i~ ,,.1 1\ grit;ul ture Minister George 
,711 1, 1 , , i 1 ,, • 1• 11 gl'! •. J.,011 i~on , and present ly.a lcad-

\\ ' 1h 11 ,, 1·(' 1wvr 1ing ,arJ - i11 g FounJ:itivn spokesperson, 
111 i1 >1 i , ,, • .,1 , I "'1 11 i'' ,it a111< 1n1• ~its i 11 front of 2 wall photo 
si:•" •t,c:• Pl :,·, t,w ,, f ( , 1r u ;i display highlighting the 
•1• 11 1 • icl\ f 11 1 tl w l;1!r aclucvements • of the PRC . 
i\! " , ir , Pi :1 '. "I' .i nd I he p• ,Ii - Sr•ra ki ng withtiic same enthu­
;-• •; • I t l ,r l t· <1pl '" Rr vol11 si~~n, and attention to detail 
ti •i P \ ' -1 ·H· 111 11 1,,n i . I k1r .. wh ich characterised an cxt cn­
r, \ ·,.," "" ' i, 11 "' ,f ,_l1a1 .1r lcr in sivc interview he so kind ly 
t ,, .. 11:1111 Cn , ,·,,,·, ,,,r•d 1h 111t granted me · . in the hectic 
1111 ,, ;, , ·, I f;1 11; l i1r ( 11111 nli · months in I C/79 folloNing the 
m11 i 111' cl " ,t ,i cJll' l-:w\11g d,p,,sing of the Gairy regi1;1c , 
I' ·1 11 I ·I,· i·• iii i'> F·1~tcrn Louison reasoned wit h stud­
{ :1; il •h •:ip i<h r:J - 11111 , lt In ied calm: 
tli,· r 111 •: t,· 111 :, t i, •11 1.i l lhe 
\\ ·1 · l1i1 11•i ,• 11- inc,t ·!l k rl l11tr-· ii111 
(: " \'\ i II J ;l(' 11 ( 11 f i'/i1:hn.la~ 
H•'1l i11, ·, ;,1-

1•r a lthP '!!.dl t hc f irst 
1!t i11g 1i;,: 1 !,i i = ti\,: vi~i!m ! ( 1 

pt '•<I i 11 v:1 i .1 1! C1rw1 da is t!i r 
tl cc p 11,, 1,i · i1111 :w d rP~ig na· 
l inn 1·· l1i,: li p n 1111 · :1l(•, th e 
f."( i'! I (;,h r ,, , 0 11 ,· q'licldy 
s·: n "fH 11 ,r• ('( rt; i ·) 1r rll p o r ti lilt · 

ii ) ,if l\ i•d 1u 11 ·~ i11P ar, and llt ,, sc 
,1 tl lf' f,,q , ·awl a h:ill ' . vea , 

q!d l' I' (; 1d r11 i11i,t 1a tit' Jl . 

111. :,~ "'"' bul lo JJ ~cllin g 
i11 1:,1 l\ !.11 k <: I Sql1:J 1e 11rr :1 

in ,,.,,, ·n tn,H1 5 1. Gct11 µ,c 's 
l:ulrl!v 1·1 1 whi11is- "' I he Spiri t 
•.Jf [\! .p;ri r r l) ic. l, ,,p Li ve~ ... 

·• l'ltr~ c:!1 1 1 ruh o •Jt I hr 
FP.C, " ~a1 11rk j:1s t likr. tha t. 
I It (· 1 ' T l~ .(•.i i ton m11 d 1 

"The people have not for­
go tten . But • one nms!. also 
tak1' into accoun t the fact 
that the present official ad­
rn il!istralivn has not said a 
word ab,mt ·Maurice's death. 
They arc pbyi11g do1vn the 
drvc lopments an d achi·~ve-
111 cnts of the Revo lu tion .. We 
are therefore working studi­
ously to ensure that the 
programmes of ' the Revolu ­
tion remain in the focus of 
the people ." 

Louison, who describes 
himself' as "extremely lucky" 
at having escaped the fate of 
lfohop and 01hcrs who he 
·nid were ·'rn:.i~sa.crcd i')y the 
Cn;i rd clique'', noted thar the 
Foundation's work has been 
"cx trrnieiy popuiar so far '' . 

In ti1c interview that i held 
with him. he argued that thf' 
Foun,ia i ion ·s popubrity was 
conncckd to the recen t re ­
fus3I bv the West India n Pub­
lishing -Compa ny (which also 
runs off the pro-government 
Grenadian Voice) to print 
3ny mo1e copies of the 
Foundation's weekly 12-pagc 
nrwspaper, the widely distri­
but ed ,rnd read Indies Times . 
The Foundation r.cvertheless 
now h;;s its own press, al ­
though the paper will come 
out in a smalier format, said 
Louison . 

The former PRG Ministe r, 
interrupting himseif occa­
sionally to say a few words 
to the man y pa ssersby who 
came into the headquarters to 
view the photo display, also 
criticised t he decision of the 
Interim Government to re­
strict his movements as wcli 
as ti10se of his brother, Ein­
st<!in, a forn ier high-ra nking 
officer in the Peoole's Revolu­
tionary Army v;ho like his 
b:otber sided with the }3ishop 
fo rces .:gainst Coard and his 
ui tra-icft fac tion, 

"They hnve taken our 
passports and we may only 
travei after going through a 
leng1hy. complicated applica­
tion process for a speciai 
permit. We have had to turn 
down several invitations from 
oversC'as solidarity groups and 
interested institutions to com 
,md address ti: ein ls this 
effeciive trampling 0 11 uur 
freedom of movcmeut - is th is 
the type cf freedom and 
democracy thai is in store 
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Louison 

for the Grenadian people.?" 
• sked Louison, 1J 10 also 
pointed to /he recerlf dism is­
sal of JO media ,workers. 
including forma brqadc.:zsti r 
with Radio Free i Gre1.ada 
under the PRC. Baroid Py­
sadee and Michael McMillan. 
from Radio Grena(!a as furth er 
evidence of the clisregard for 
the principles of freedom oj 
speech by .. , the Brathwnite 
re 0 ime. ' 

f'· ~ . .: 
Down oelow in tHe marke t, 

the ha'.':kcrs sell the;r fruits 
and spices- and provbions as 
usual. However, a sma ll 
farmer , there to se)l his pro­
visions lamented guardedly 
that 1! 1e Grenada Develop­
ment Bank only gives loans 
to those farmers with their 
own land . On,~ week earlier, 
speaking with the : Car i!Jbcan 
News Agency (CAN A), the 
manager or the • marketi ng 
agency for ! he island's spice 
indus try, Robert . Ferguson, 
bcrr.oancd the loss of markets 
in Cuba and the eastern bloc 

2 p- ,u 

countries since the invasion . prnstitutes, beggars :11,d ta.,-
At the supermarket next tas.' ' 

door, cans of popular "Spice "Unemployment is • NHY 
Isle" brand fruit nectar drink , up, smm~thing like 40' per 
c,nce the main product of a cent and upwards," sa.id .K.en­
thriving PRG agro-industrial ric!{ Radix, once the P,RG's 
project to encourage the use )ustice Minister, adding; that 
of local fruits, stand forlornly this was directly ,espomible 
in a rusting display at a re- for many young women,: onc(: 
ducr;d price-the Interim gainfully employed undc , the 
Government has closed the :PRG, hitting the stree~$ ::t 
factory. night . 

The slack has undoub tedly The p roblems with the eco-
b'!cn taken up by the Cokes , nomy, despite an influx of 
the Fantas and other imported 'aid money .and a promise of 
brands like the US-,irmy- • oµening of the new interna­
supplied Michelob beer, , tiona/ airport at Point Saiines, 
whose empty can:; now litter will undoubtedly be arnm1g 
the pill boxes around the . the issues in the campaign be­
barbed-w1re-encircled US oc- : fore general elections slated, 
cupation fo rces headquarters • according to Brathwaite, to 
at the Grenada B:::ach Hotel ' be field by year's end. How­
(formerly the Holiday fnn) at ; ever, as the myriad political 
the famous Grande Anse parties start making their 
Beach. moves, some scepiics wonder 

On the beach, we try to , how free they will be-or if 
talk with some of the Gls ' indeed they will be heid. 
about the invasion and other They point to last m()nth's 
things. They arc reluctant to • decision hy 1hc newly $~1 up 
talk with a journalist and Carnivai Development Com­
only one, a conscript from ' mittee that there will be no 
Washi ngton named Lawrence , ' ca !yprn comp1~t ition during 
speaks: "The big boys, the this year's carnival celebra­
coionels and the like-they are ' tions which tradit ionally come 
the ones who get to go to off August 13-14. 
Barbados for R&R [rest and . It is a fu rther indication, 
recreat ion]. Not the lo·.ver : the sceptics i!rgue, that un­
ranks," But he di<lr1't wailt to like the PRG's policy of 
talk anymore. . . i.•witing the rt gion's popula; 

"At nigh t , along the Caren- singers su t:h as St. Vii,cc,;: 's 
age where once we happ ily Beckett , Trin:ctad's V:ilenrin 
strolled, perhaps aft er attend- and Barbados' Grym1e\', :he 
ing a rnlly or pep t; lk al a new adr.1;!1istra•io,, v; i!! ro1r>r· 
vi.Hage coun t:H n1tetb ,g \l! hh nte no 1:\li.lcisrn o:· !tor., n1oh ... 
PRC official::, to have some- importantly, «ny prni:;e for 
thing at tlle Nut:neg restau- Maurie.: Bishop ,::id th poll­
rant, one now is accosted by ciei; ,ii the r,aw <ldunct PRG. 
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By DON BOHNING 

DON BOHNlNG is Caribbean 
and Latin American corre­
spond ent for Miami Herald 

FOR Grenadians,, the trial of 19 
persons charged with murdering the 
late Prime Minister Maurice Bishop 
which began October 16 is some. 
thing more to be wondered about 
than witnessed . 

So strigent were security mea. 
sures and so limited the seating 
that unless they were members of 
the 6().member jury -selection pool--;­
attorneys , journalists or relatives of 
the accused , the general public was 
virtually excluded from the pro• 
ceedings taking place at the former 
Lion's Oub Community Center 
near the Richmond Hill Prison 
high above the city . 

With no daily local newspapers 
and with the government.owned 
Rad io Grenada still cautious in its 
report ing of politically sensitive 
news events , Grenadians found ­
themselves relying heavily on the 
outside media and word of mouth 
to find out what's going on at 
Richmond Hill . 

That's much the way it was at 
the openin g session Oc tober 16 
when High Court Chief Justice 
Archibald Nedd began the tria l, 
then adjourned it until Novem• 
ber I after the court was tol d 
that the defend ants had been un . 
able to rais~ th e money to pay 
atto rneys for their defcn -e . 

Nedd said he would seek to 
appoin t th e same J amaicar , de• 
fense team which had represente d 
the accused durin g the prelin1 inary 
inquiry th at ended August 8 an d 
which found enough evidence to 
bring the I 9 to tri al. The re tei.ti on 
of the de fe nse team of lawvers at 
state expenses has n ot gone· down 
well with some Grenadians one of 
whom, a businessman , complained: 

"There are enough unemployed 
lawyers here in Grenada that we 
don't have to pay to bring them in 

C (.) 

Coard-In plumper days. 

from outside." The same business• 
man doubted the inability of the 
defendants to raise the money for 
their own defense. 

The October 16 opening session 
was an unruly affair, more dramatic 
than in formative , which did noth• 
in g to shed light upon the bloody 
events of October 19, 1983, in 
which Bishop and perhaps as many 
as 100 others die d. 

The 19 defendants, among 
whom are Coard , his wife Phyllis, 
ex-army commander Hudson Aus• 
tin and onetime mobilisation Mi n• 
ister Selwyn Strachan, refu sed to 
en ter pleas to the charges of Bish. 
op's murder and ten other people. 

All 19 defendants responded 
that they did not recognise the 
legality of the court and were not 
"prepared to be tried unde fo • 
eign occupation" . 

The most dramatic mom nt ­
and for some the best pe rformance 
- of the 90.minute opening session, 
came near it conclusion when 
Phyllis Coard appeared to colia .sc· 
and fell from the dock bench on. 
which she was ~i t ting. 

Sh e cl:iin,etl to have bc-: n 01, 

a hunger strike for six weeks , com­
plaining loudly to the court th at 
she had "been denied a doctor 
from outside· ' and "a lawyer of 
my choice". 

Chief -Justice Nedd was clearly 
skeptical , declaring that "if Mrs . 

Coard doesn' t keep quiet, she will 
be dealt with sick or not". He 
added , "I must say , her voice 
doesn't sould like an ill person to 
me.'-

TI1ere were also reliable reports 
that Mrs . Coard had unsuccess• 
fully attempted to flee the wo. 
men 's section of the prison the 
night before by climbing over the 
wall. 

The 19 defendan ts were u shered 
into the courtroom individually, 
their handcuffs removed as they 
entered the dock. All were well• 
dressed and appeared in good physi• 
cal condition except Mrs. Coard. 
She needed assistance on entering 
the dock , then sat , with head 
bowed , as the others stood to hear I 
the charges read against them . I 

They smiled , chatted among 
themselves and waved and talked 
to a score of relatives seated in the 
gallery behind the dock . Coard , 
somewhat untidy and overweight 
when he served as Deputy Prime 
Minister, has lost a substantial 
amount of weight and his beard 
is now well.trimmed. He was 
dressed in a matching grey shi rt• 
jack . 

1l1e oilier def ndan s-in addi • 
tion to the Coards, Austin and 
Strachan- are Majo r Leon Com• 
wall , form er ambassador to Cuba ; 
ex.junior Ministers Colville Mc. 
Barnette and Dave Bartholomew, 
lr de um onist John Ventour and 
soldiers Lbm J n e~, .E:.v.ar • yne, 
And y Mitchell, Vincent J oseph, 
Cosmos Richardson, Lester Red• 
head, Callistus Bernard, Christopher 
Stroudc, Fabian Gabrie , Cecil 
Prim • 1<l !~ _burn N Ison. 

Th e prosecut ion is headed by 
Karl Hudson•- hi!lips, former Trini • 
-lad ,d uL,._<J Attorney General 
who now head\ the opposit ion 
Organisation for ational econ­
struct ion (0NR) in the nearby 
s ate of Trinidad and Tobago. He 
estima tes the trial will lake two 
month to comple te once it gets 
fully underwa '· 
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IT WAS W 
TI-IE Point Salines airport has 
now been o fficially opened . 
No, it was not opened as 
Maurice Bishop lntemational, 
as I am su·re the great m aj or­
ity of Grenadians would h ave 
preferred. It will bear the 
name of its location- Poin t 
Salines. until , that is , anoth er 
government in St . George's 
decides othe rwise. 

Predictably, Cuba, which 
made the airport proj ect possi­
ble , was not among the in­
vited governments and organi­
sations at the opening. 

For the ceremonial open­
ing, the Interim Council o f 
Nicholas Brathwaite and Paul 
Scoon was involved in arrang­
ing for special excursion 
flights into the island . 

Guess which commercial 
aircraft had the 'honour' of 
the first landing. American 
Airlines, of course-with the 
compliments of the same 
country that first landed its 
C-130 Hercules on the Point 

R GF 
Salines r nw .. y when Mr. 
Reagan bun..:l c: d his invasion 
on Oct ober 25, 198 3, with 
'Operat ion Fu1 /. 

On the da/ of lhat inva­
sion, I deda e in an article: 

"Today is ark day in 
the hi tory o f the Com­
m on we Ith C Jribbean. Th.is 
invasion of G c ada, an .inde­
penden t nation and member 
of tl,e C.1 ibbe· n Community , 
by the United States military, 
in collaboration with some 
CARICOM Govemments, can­
not be jus tifi ed on any legal 
or moral ground. A dangerous 
precedent has been set that 
could have far-reaching impli­
cations for the future peace 
and security of t he entire Car­
ibbean . . . " 

A fe w days later, the Bar­
bados Government thought it 
fit to revoke my work permit 
as Editor of Caribbean Con­
tact. Later, as if to have some 
fun at my expense , I was to 

\ 
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le.un o f fi ci I al!cga tions 
suggesc ing th t the rt vocation 
h d something to d with a 
Cuban in le- 1ig nee con nec­
ti on . 

Well , l hope ti :1t t 1cy l ave 
cnj oyed tJ1eir joke . 

One ycar ltl ler,I lave II ver 
b: ·11 more oonvir Ct!d hat ir 
w wrong for Cr nada to 
have been invad J, as l re­
m.Jin oppos:•d to :ie cl' 7ue 
ti t broughr dearh t o Maurice 
Bishop and his Peopl ,'s Revo­
lu rionary Govemm,.nt and 
sh me to chis entire region. 

111e Americans spen t some 
USS 122 million to carry out 
the invastion of Grenada and 
Washington has already allo­
ca te d USS20 million in mili­
tary assistance to • as te rn Car­
ibbean governments who, un ­
t il las t year , were receiving no 
more than one mill ' ll dollars ' 
in such aid . 

The emphasis is on mili­
tary-security expenditures to 

make 1democr:1cy' saf in the 
region. · It is a familiar ~lory -­
to the p or and ~uffc ri11 g 
masses whose im · re sts ·.<1;11c11 

properly be . · rwd by :'• •\: 111 
ments whi h all\)W I h, ,n,,._ h ~-• 
lo be m i5l cl in lo ·J, 1- V• :,1 
c nflicts . 

Where do v. c go f 01,1 l1.: 1c 

. when th e US and icarq; uan 
d ection are over Jnd with 
Grenad a's new airpo t offi ­
cially open d9 

I almost said, "Ask t1 1e 
P resid ent of t he Uni ted 
States". Not tha t he has all 
the answers. But you must 
agree th at most of our leaders 
are very cl ose to tl1e guy . And 
our 'leaders' are supposed to 
know exactly where we arc 
gQ,ing! M least this is what 
they want tlie people to be­
lieve. 

The people must ensure 
that they do not su rr nd 1 

the future by ignoring the 
past. 
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~llTI!'-,., , 111 a small ufti ae ill his 
, o~n try 's Mission to the United 
N.11 10ns 1n New York, Mr. Rash-

' lc11,h Ja.: kson, Guyana' s Foreign 
/'.!J n blc> ' turned to the question of 
<,it" 11o1.:L .1n 1s.5ue which a year ago 
11. .. , d.i, n:u ing international head-
11 .. · ~. 

.\ ~ t,t spoke , he showed little 
t1M) t 1.;11 I le said: 

".\.y own personal belief 
-.,.·hich I held then and which 
1 srill hold now is that if the 
1.1pportunities which had pre­
sented themseh1es then were 
allowed to operate, the in­
~·aiion would have been 

11oided." 
Spreading his hands across the 

1 ,> or the desk, Mr. Jackson went 
,,,1 to Jssess what had happened 
>JI ,.: e 1he turbulent even ts of last 
( ,, tobe r activities which people 
~1.~ i.: ub.led back then would ensure 
t il Jt the dream of regional unity in 
tt,.; C-, 1.bbean would remain just 
u.:ll, a dre am. 

"1 he invasion is now a thing 
, f the past," rhe Guyana 
.' f .is rer added. "1 r seems to 
,: the J11rill 11ess and the 
ieh>ric which flowed across 

1/Je Caribbean waters at that 
ni ,, ,, have been attenuated 
an,./ the proposals which were 
cuJT ing our loud and clear 
fr;;m several seer ors f 01 

'::. 4RICOM II are now no 
longer heard. So, it would 
s.:em to me that there is an 

ttempt to come to grips 
vuh what are the require­

menis of the present situa­
• ·tio,i.'" 

C~R\~~ Q._~~ C Q \("',__ ~ 1..-A- . • -~~. \ 9i~ 

k view from New York GRENADA A YEA R AFTER --------------------------------------------

While the Foreign Ministers of 
the countries w_hich took part in Heads of C,ovemment Con­
the military actio~ of a y~ar ·ago ference i11 New Delhi the 
would obviously disagree with ~r. strm was on reconstruction 
Jackson's contention that the_ 'in- rather than on recrimination 
vasion' could have been avoided, as fc..r as the Grenada situa­
they would hru-dly find fault today tion was concerned," Dr. 
with both his mood and the reSt of Basil Ince, Trinidad and To­
wha1 he had to say._ . bago's Foreign Minister said 

For in conversations with sevenil in New York "I think the 
Caribbean Cabinet Ministers and Caribbean states have acted 
diplom ats who were ,in New Y_ork / in that manner and they are 
for the 39th Session of the Umte~ all looking fo,ward anxiously I 
Nations General Assembly, it to the election of a stable 
seemed clear that the)'. all ~anted government in Grenfl!1~- The 
to put the Grenada situation be- stability of Grenada is unpor-
hind them. tant, not only for Trinidad 

"At the Commonwealth and Tobago, but for the en-
tire Caribbean." ' 

It was inte rescing that the For­
eign Minilters of both Guyana and 
Trinidad and Tobago took such a 
conciliatory position while ob­
viously not forgetting what they 
saw as the lessons of Grenada. For 
it was those two countries which 
had formed the backbone of the 
opp08ition wi thi.n CARICOM to 
the mililary action. 

A year ago, for instance, Guy~a 
was spearheading the condemna~on 
of the United States, Jamaica, 
Barbados and the other countries 
which participated in the interven­
tion or invasion . Indeed, Guyana 
played a key role in the efforts 
which successfolly blocked all at­
tempts by ·Barbados and Jamaica 
to explain their position to a meet­
ing of the Non-Aligned Movement 
in New York. 

At that time Barbados and 
Trinidad and Tobago were ex­
changing some sharp words as to 
who knew what and.when , a strong 
djsagreement which led to the re­
call of the Trinidad and Tobago 
High Commissioner to Barbados. 

Dominica, too, entered th.e fray , 
calling for the removal of the 
CARICOM Secretariat from George­
town , a move which Ms. Eugeni 
Charles, the Dominica Prime Minis­
ler, said would have allowed Guy­
ana's President, Mr. Forbes Bum­
h.am , "to pursue his South Ameri-
an continental destiny". 

But what has caused the present 
change in attitude? . 

Are the e~pres.1iom of support 
fo r regiooal unity a year after 
Grenada a true reflection of the / 
feelings of the countries in the 

region or are they a mere papering 
over of the cracks in the regional 
structure? 

One factor which has contrib­
uted to the current mood is a clear 
recognition that ihe business o f 
CARlCOM must continue . As Bu rn­
ham himself said at a news con­
ference in Nassau earlier this year 
no one could 'de-invade' Grenada. 

Next was .the reaction of Grena­
dians themselves to the military 
action. The oveiwhelming support 
given to the invasion by Grenadians 

' has helped to defuse the opposi­
tion to the action. 

The attitude of Grenadians was 
summed up in New York recently 
by the Head of the coun1ry's Mis­
sion to the Uni ted Nations, Mrs. 
Gloria Payne-Banfield, a diplomat 
;who was fi rst a~signed lo New 
York by the People's Revolutionary 
Government of the late Maurice 
Bishop . 

"The ~olution had to come 
fro m outside," the Grenada 
diplomat said, "it certainly 
could not }uIJJe been solved 
from within Grenada. People 
should remember that the 
entire situation was militar­
ised. Th ey shm,ld also re­
member that it was not a 
situation in which we had 
riots or piople in the streets 
fightirig. We had a situation 
in which rhe amiy had shot 
and fired qgainst people who 
were not aimed .. As far as I 
am co11cem ed, the mili 
situation started there and it 
had to be a military solution 
ultimately and that solution 
had to come from outside. 
There was 110 other way to 
neutralise the position of the 
army:,'.' 

A third factor in the CARICOM 
equation has been the regional 
economic picture in 1983 anJ 
1984. In the twelve months since 
the troops landed on Grenadi:Jt 
soil, the countries in the regi o 
had been buffeted by declinin!l 
export earnings, layoffs in the 
pri,..'11 te and the public sectors and 
an overall poor economic per­
fonnance . 

Over and above that, the region 
has had to contend with the afte r­
effects of Guyana's c_hronic foreign 

----. 
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exchange s.l.o 'Cage ; Trinidad and 
Tobago's pwtectionist t rade poli­
cies and J am aica's unstable mone­
tary poli.;y . These have c.ombined 
to reinfo rce in the minds o f most 
CARICO leaders that the issues 
of bread ru d butter are more im­
portant than arguments ab out war 
and peace .. 

That's why, a year after Barba­
dos and Domin ica were snarling 
at Guyana, and the othe r way 
arounq as well, the th ree countries 
are now having bilateral discussions 
that could lead to joint economic 
ventures. 

According to both Barbad s' 
Prime Mi n ··te . Mr. Tom A ~ ns, 
and Guya11a' s Foreign Mi ,is ler, 
their two co ntcies are ta.lk.ing 
about enter· g into imber and 

the good faith in each other." 
In separate interviews in New 

York, both Mr. Tull and Dr . Ince 
sought to play up the positive side 
of the picture as fa r as relations 
between their countries are con­
ce rned. Both of them talked about 
the improved atmosphere in th.e 
Caribbean today and both repeated 
the claim that whatever difficulties 
existed today , their origins could 
be traced to events which took 
pl ace before the Grenada act"on. 

'1 think that rel rio11s have 
improved in the Caribbean 
since rh e pas Grenada days," 
was the way Dr. Ince put it. 
"The fact is that even before 
Grenada. there were some 
problems with resp,•ct to 
trade bet ee, the courzrries. " 

fishing projects. In addi tion , 1h y ~-- --- --- ­
are explormg ways in which C y-
ana could export more agric ul ral 
produce to Barbados. 
• Barbados' main purpose or 

these discu:,;sions is cl ar. It v, ants 
to ge t ba ... k some of the n uney 
which uyana cu rrently ow s to 
the Caribb an ult ilateraJ Cleari g 
Facility , mo ey which Barbados 
needs to put its balance sh e t in 
order. 

For iL part , Guyana is seeking 
to get around the problems cr~a t d 
by its s o ta , of fore ign exch ge 
by promo ·ng what r. J:. ·,,son 
called count r-trade, an e ·cl1· ge 
of good between co tri s. ks ·d 
Guyana 1u; already wo lci g with 
St. Vine nt while it t .. L-i.ng 
with Barb dos, Domini::: a and , • ti­
dad and Tobago. 

Barb and Trini .l · d a1 , T -
bago are rying to p ch up U eir 
differen s by agreeing to t1 e e­
activatio uf t 1 lines of cm 1 i­
cation pr ri ded for in the 1978 
Memoran I . ofUnd rstand · .3 be­
tween th t vo countr ·es. 

"I think it is imperative tha1 
the two co tries talk and re­
solve t hL'l"e matters," said .Bar­
bados'. Foreign Minister, Mr. 
Louis .. ,JI, when ask ·d whai 
his go . .::n,, ent and the 
Cham rs administration in 
Trinidad were doing to wive 
their problems of trtllU, air 
sen>ice agn:ements l'l1ld so 
on. "It is important that in 
the fu ture we be guitkd. by 
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N 1 

, lit following is an interview with 
t i r. Vaughan Lewis, Director General 
, 1 , 11le OECS. He was interviewed in 
·,t Lu cia by the Editor of Caribbean 
, o ntacr, Dr. Colin Hope. 

APPROPRIAT ACTION T T i\ ·11:r 

L~ k'e are on the eve of th e an11ii1ersarv, 
If _1·ou ca11 use rhat re,m to aµply to the\ 
r.2gic e11ents which took plac,· in C re­

noPia on lite l9rh Oc tober / 983. :Vow a 
,·ear later, D, l ewis. looki11_~ b.ick at all 
;/1.Jr ,:><:currea what are _vo11 r 1hough rs 
111 d f eeli11gs a, ;/11s Lime? 

I 1R LEW[S : RLl ative to the inten ention 
an d its afte nnath , I think we can say that 
~\e have been able to arrive at a situati on 
,~here the interim governmen t v. hich was 
t"Stablished in Grenada has been able to 
maintai::n a certain degree of stabili ty ill 
the country . Ir h as been able to begin the 
initiation of projects to allow government 
and tl1e economy to conti.nue, l11Us in 
~pire of the difficullies that we had when 
1 he interim government was ini ciaJly es­
tablished, v.,ith alJ the noise , it has been 
able to keep things on an . even keel in 
Grenada. 

1 t Wh en y ou say 'we', are you speaking 
,iJ the OECS nr are y ou speaki11g of the 
Curibbean sra tes and rh ose o thers who 
1 ere involvc:J :' 

UR . LEW IS: Tiie OECS. 
,._ C . A cnwl/)1, wlwr l would like ro know 

, whac are y our persunal f eelings, how do 
1·ou f eel now ar th is point in rime, as an 
individual .' L er us rry ro fo rget y our role 
1s DireclOr General ofrh e OECS , al1hough 
I knp~' y~ ~an 'r sepqrn ff f ne pvri 

1 ol: l E,~IS: ~o.\ 1\'\e. 1woc .. 11't b~ se paratcd 
a 11 d (or th osc f1 urposes I can only speak 
in fact as l>in ctor General of the OECS. 
What we can say is that one speaks for 
rhe countries ; because this is the system 
1hat I represen t. The countries were faced 
with an ex tremely difficult situation , 
~1npreoede11 ted in the history of our part 
of the world . TI10se countries, their 
governmen ts, fe lt the need to act very 
quickly if the situation was to be brought 
under some sort of control. The govern­
ments we re very much aware that the 
reg ime ch at overthrew Maurice Bishop 
could only be a very , very difficult one , 
given the ex ten t o f rhe military capability 
it had at its d isposal , and so ou r govem ­
maus, some of them very cl ose to the 

_ ,cene , geographically close, in addition 
to being culturally and polit icall y cl ose , 
decided that there was a threat or a great 
degree of urgency and we needed to seek 
the assistance of those who would be 
.villing to gran t assistance. 

There is no doubt in my mind rhat thi, 
was the appro priate direction to take. I 
think .the difficul ties wi1h ii1 the wider 
Caribbean, within the CARICOM area, 
..1rose from different pe rcepti ons of the 
urge ncy of the situation , and different 
perce1>tions of the threat that might 
have been posed to one or other of our 
countries. Th e differences in percep­
tions are partly a function of the differ­
ences in the strengths of the various coun­
t ries. Our governments were very , very 
conscious o f the fact that their capabili­
ties were inhibiting to staving off _any 
threats to their own security, their -
own well-being and the well-being of the 
peo ples. 

Our capabilities are extremely limited. 
That diffe rentiates us froh1 some other 
countries in the Caribbean who have, and 
who bad a t the lime , greater forces at 
their disposal , and greater capacity to 
dispose of those forces in order to protect 
their own countries. We found ourselves 
in a s.ituation of having to seek assistance 
from outside. 

I thlnk our goveniments were well 
aware lhat this kind of action was pre­
cedent«tting in a way : but that it was 
co11si_dered, and l am sure that they were 
right, that the situation itself was also ' 
unprecedented and precedent-setting, and 

\ « rraonlina,y m,lhods had to b, tilin. 

The action of the governments was , as I 
am sure you know, supported by the 
great majo ri ty , and by the popula tion~ o 
the countries. ll1ere is no doubt about 
that. ]bat sentiment of support w:Js re­
flected in the Parliamen ts, when op posi­
tions in -all our countries, the majority 
o f the opp os itions in all our cc,unrrics, 
supported the measures taken by th!! 
governments. 

So l think that one would s.;y tha t 
the ac i:io11 W<b Justified by 1i1 ..: cireum­
stances, in spitt · of the facl tl ,dt it was 
of an unprecedented natu re , and tha t the 
action had the strong s1,pport of the 
people of our area, and the people of Gre­
nada , which is more import:m t, .. .id th at 
the government established since h .~ r1ec:n 
able to h old the reins as it were, \d iile 1he 
system accommodated itself to t lo e ll t' W 

circumstances and the people ,, c ·I'. .ib le 
to graduaJly accustom themseh .:, to the 
notion th at they would be abl.! to dect 
a new government within a year. 

¼;_, ~ \...s2 .. L') \,--. C \Q,, "--\..~ 

V 
THOSE INVOLVEI 

.... '. C.: No w, you personally knew n early 
every one of rhe individuals, tli e indi­
vidual m e11 and women , involved in the 
tragic circumstances. Knowing tltem as 
you did, could y ou have foreseen rhe 
rragedy wh ich occurred and the m anner 
in which it took place ? 

DR. LEWIS : No. I think it would be a bold 
man who could say that he could have 
fo reseen what occu1Ted in Grenada. We 
know that in political regimes of :1 .1y kind 
there are difficulties that arise within the 
regime fr om time to time. What we did 
not, what I certainly did not , anticipa te 
was the extent to which these diffi cult ies 
would be, or at least the extent to which 
an attempt to resolve the difficulties 
would be made through the use of mili­
tary instrumentalities. I don't think that 
many people, if any, could have foreseen 
the nature of the evolution of that crisis 
in Grenada. 

C. C. : Do y ou rhink that the use of "military 
instrumentalities", as you call it, was the 
factor which shocked Caribbean people 
most? 

DR. LEWIS: I have no doubts about that. It 
was the impetus to the in tervention, the 
use of weaponry, the assa~ination of the 
political leadership and the use of weap­
onry again to cow the whole population-

- you recall the state of emergency and the 
particular nature of that state of emerg­
ency. I think it is that that shocked the 
people of our region, shocked the politi­
cal leadership of the region, and led to 
the detennination of the political leader­
ship that such events could not be allowed 
to establish themselves and legitim ize 
themselves and had to be dealt with in a 
different way . 
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A YEAR LATt~,!: THE EFFEC'l 

C.C : Now rhar 011 e y ... .r has gonl.' V) w: .. \ 
is th.: effect of whr.r uccurred o., t/,r• , , 
larionships within lite OECS firstly ? Th, 1c 

perhaps you could tell me something 4 
rhe effect it has had 0 11 the rela1:onship 
within the wider Caribbea11 Com 11 111 11 iry. 

DR. LEWIS : Well I wouldn 't say th:, t lhi:,.: 
were many ef~ts with in the OECS itself. 
I thin k this was .. ,·, . ., , i i h 
tlic ri.: was a very t . 1 L, 11.1111111 ,I_ uf , ic..., 
tha t something k1 :1 10 b t: done rn d abou t I ' 
the measures wh ich lt..d to be taken. 171 e I 
Oq:anisa tion wit, .1 , a:e th al ii was gui,16 
intu a.n alliance , " ir y, ,rc: . ,~i th gove, .1-
11 1o 111s much stru,- .:r ch:1 11 t hi; gover 1-

lllL nts of 1he O,g.,1.i~atiun . 0 ,1c: of l1 .. r 
m~n cu11:,i tlerntio., \\'as to est:1bUsh i ,. 
in such a way th .. , w i:: could h::ve sor.1e 

. "'ree 0f control ,,..!r the even !, as tL 
e, Lived once the 1Lcision wa.s t:,ken tt,_t 
11, ~re should be .;n intervent ion with t ile I 
aJ. istance of th e external fo ,ces-a;:d 
e>.t..:mal forces stn ... ge r than ou;:;clves. 

l think in general the OECS countl'its 
ad I t hink this surprised many people 

t,·,e OECS were able to hold th eir un:1-
1 , .lity , to hold th t:ir coherence in -th<! 
L~'-' of the tremendou~ onslaJght no t 
only from sections wirhin the reJ ion , but 
in1..;m ationally , an d in the in tematio11.il 
i1,~litu tions. But T wou ld say again , er 
rLile ra te what I was suggestir,J :.1 Wili le 
~-- >, that it is re:i.H, the strcn6 th o f th ~ 
~upi,ort of the popul.ttions o f lhc c0,.m­
rm.• ,, whic h was very, very evident :utd 
VL. y evident to aU the political actors i,1 
11", OECS. I think i i w:is the st rength o f 
tl 1. t suppo rt that al l,1wed the coherence 
<,i 1he OECS to m:un tain itself during th-! 
<l ilJ1cult period . 

c~~~Sl~'--. 

•. f 

NO PROSCRIPTION ON FORC'~ 

As you know lhe even ts led to some 
degree of discord within the wider 
CARICOM circle . 1 myself, if J m.ight pu t 
a semi-personal interpretation on it , I 
myself would think tha t to some ex teu t 
the Jiscord was due, as I was suggestin6 
earl ier, to the dif ferences in the strengths 
in the countries of the region , the dif­
fen:nces therefore in the perceptions us 
to the potential e !Teets on the coun tries 
of what was occu rring in Grenada. 

There are substantial differences in, 
le t us call them th e coun tries' secu ri ty 
capabilities, and there were such dif­
ferences at the time be tween ourselves 
and all the other CARICOM countries, 
and I think that pardy detennined h0w 
diffe rent countries s;,w the events ai1d 

how different coun tiies judged the n:­
sponse that was needed to be made to the 
even ts. Our coun tri..:~, I think, our gov;;:m­
men ts were very , v .. ry well aware of tl1c 
nature of the pl\.....:d rn t of the 11ote11 ti . .l 

C ~cl ~t{ ,l\\A., 

11" .f 

o f inviting a th ird par ty, tha t is to say an 
ex tra CARICOl\l party to 11 ,e militJ ry 
forc e to assist in the removal of the in­
divi duals who claimed to take comrn nnd 
of the · government of Grcn:1tla :iftc r 
October 19. 

I thin k the govem 111t-n ts consiJ crcd 
it , ery c:irefu!l y, :ind consiucrc d the 
nanirc o f the preccdcn1 in i11 1ernaLon:: 
law, but they \\ ere awur:: too th at dt ,bc 
5i ru atio11!-; always pose pro blems of ,~ r.::a, 
moraJ and poli lical dimensions. They 
pose probll!ms of legality in ihe system 
of international law, i.e. IL'1,:,11iry or if. 
legali ty. TI1e govemni,.: n ts , 1 l"1e u-.rare 
that tl1ey thcm~dves we l" p:idv to the 
charccn; of the inren::il.i, 1..11 : ,.,;,i t u I ion 
wh ich ·Jl ros.:rihecJ tht L c ,>1 l.1 . , ·:,Ct p l 
i11 very wi:1 1 dc-;,'ined ci , ...... r .. ..:l'-:, . Uu t 
rh t: go\'emmcn t:. wcr:! aL o ;.,-.,re chat 
th e nature of sdf-<l efeuc.: , for ..:xai.,ple, 
wa.s subject lo diffe rent ddi.ii t om J c­
pending on wher.: you :,re s1 1, i.1 ,: a 
what your strc11gd1 is at :,ny ,,i 1v,1 , lime. 

lltey're ,iwarc of the po~i t io11 o r hu ­
man itarian in len 'cntion in in ler.1:i tinn:tl 
socie ties and in i.ntenwlioJt ... l l.1w. An.I 
wi th that geneml awa1l'L .. ~. .,:/ r:,o:r<' 

IVns a lot of discu:;siN1 alJ .' -.. , o .. · m ... u ,r, 
they decided that fhe 11 ,_ ,, I t , .::~ , - :,­
~i:. led by a third pa11y w:.:, .lie u,dy , .ay 
in which the si tu:.t ion cu1 J.l I,-• , .:s, h < J 
wirh sati:,fac tion for ti,, ,;:,:, .1i1y .1. ,J 
wdJ-Leing of our cmm t. :.:. ,. 

And it is rea.Uy thac rnL r,.: o, lt J ir; ;m i­
rarian inte rvention th:i 1 d,, .. ;,.· 1, n,c, the 
inte,vention for which rhea~ b p,c.::~"(l<!n t 
in international law :mJ prec,.-denc in 
international rela tions. 
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NOT FROi\-1 GHENAIJ A 
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was a cer tam a,1101Jn r of u11~w11!erJta11d­
ing abo111 the rights, 1/J,• 11'6..I rzi;h ll of 
he OECS lo do what IJ ,/id. t !JIi t r::i.w r1-

de.rsttJJ1ding aros<' f rom 1 • , /• ·t t!111f 110I 

m any peoµIe were u .. c. r, • oJ ,,,l ,ul rlw 
OECS treaty LJCtrwily su,·l .~i .. ,y 1 •op/ 
were nor, and peopl,· 

ople who shuuld ha~ 
werenota w,:.rt• o_frlte c..;,-, 1,11,,, ; , alllr,• 
of rhe OECS in .•lf. ti-.· 11 ' 't '.\ I,.111, 1g an 
international p, nona/11_1, .i11,! " n.~ht to 
act outonomou~ly 

Many cuuntri1e, \ W t .: 1. u r ,1 w;i rc of I.he 
nature of 011r d,·d~ion-rn .. " in; proc<::Ss fo r 
example, and th~1 led 10 .1 lo t u fJi.;pu1e1 

needless dispute We 111 , d di I L'.? ognisc of 
cou r.1e, that sorn<' uf th" clisp111 • w:l~ en­
gineered dcli!Jera t,' ly in .,1Jcr lo ..:~use 
confusion mid to tlc-k~itt. ni,, our c ;1:,c . 

Bu t we wac n, w r in ,111• lloulH .1s to the 
legitimucy of tli: Or, .. .1,, -.. 11ion\ ri:; ilt to 
ac t and the m .:.iu1 er iu which the Or­
g::tnisation acred. 

In th t CAR ICOM area a., a whole 
there were countries for which interven­
tion, any intervention would have a 
precedent-se tting natu re and there fore in­
tervention could not be acceptable to 
them. This is understandable and that is 
what I mean by saying tha t the different 
situations of countries , the different per­
cep tions of the slTength of their security 
capabilities, the different percep tions of 
the strength of their intemat ional diplo­
macy, and of the cap,1ciry of tha t inter­
national diplomacy to protect them, all 
of these things played a part in deter­
mining the response of CARlCOM coun­
tries to the eve nts. Ilur our countries, 
as relatively newly indcpenden t coun­
tries, were quite clear that neither the 
strength of our diplomacy nor the strength 
of our security capabilities could inhibit 
the development of a dange rous si tuation 
if we did not resort to ex tcmal help with 
great urgency. 

C.C. : You say thar certain CiH111trics recug­
nise that intervention would be a prece­
dent as far as they are cuncemcd, T want 
to question y ou on the cow11rics, but 
could you i11st g il'c me un id,•a of what 
you mean by this~ 

N\) l °'"\ <{ 
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GREN A EL 
VANIS US, CARIBBEAN PEAC 

. I 

'. ( l !'.11 70 to 80 per cen t of 
(,r ,11 ,da ' s approximately 
'i O ,Ol).) registered vote rs, are 
L'Xpcc·ted to tum out for the 
D..:cern ber 3rd poll Jn d 10 

61ve the New National Party 
(NNP) be tween l0-12 o frhe 
elect ed seats. This is the view 
of Mr George Brizane, one of 
the three leaders who merged 
1 hcu organisations to form 
the N.'-I P. 

M, Brizane, neanng his 
42nd bi rthday, adm its that 
d1e ~ pice Isle is still very 
mu .:lim trouble -one year after 
rhl.' 1 ag tc events of October 
l 9~U His assewnent is largely 
e,'.<H1 , ,nic and he claims that 
C 1en.,Ja , witb an income of 
ff S \ I million, is paying out 
~omc EC$8 million annually 
in t1. I, t lA! rvices alone . 

Oi.e year after October 
198 I ht' notes that unemploy­
nent stands at about 3S per 
t.en1 0 f the work-force with 
,0111 ~ I 1,500 persons ou t of 
worl-. Tiie road systems need 
J t le ,,c ECS I 00 million in or­
Jc r , 1 repair 1k SOO m'iles of 
roa J, J~ s which have fallen 
11tto ~ rave disrepair. 

·n,e re is a need for upg~d-

ing the medical services, par- Mrs Brizane's views the 
ticularly preventative medi- current situation in Grenada 
cine , ,md a need to provide all as simply a transition al and 
Grenadians with primary an atypical situation. But he 
hq lth care arid a system of thinks that son\e groups in 
unive rsal health care . Mr. Bri- the country are sti ll willi ng to 
ane 1s by profession an edu- use the disench anted elements 

ca tor, hi stonan and economist in the population to sti r up 
and he wo11ld raise the qual-- trouble for their own pur­
ity of education in Grenada poses. Because of this he wel­
at all levels : comes the continued presence 

He would place emphasis 
on the continuing education 
of the couittry's young adults, 
especially in the basic areas of 
mathematics, English and sci­
ence. He sees the need for the 
development of new institu­
tions of le aming and he esti­
mates that the cost o fupgrad­
ing the educational system 
would entail an ou tlay of 
about EC$100 million . 

Mr. Brizane pointed to the 
fact that the count ry 's agricul­
tural sector is in complete de­
cay . The nutmeg industry is 
in a sta te of collapse, the co­
coa industry virtual ly no 

." longer exists and the banana 
industry is in trouble . As far 
as tou rism is cor:cemed, this 
is in l im bo and req uires 
strengthening. 

of the US and the Ca1ibbean 
.peace-keeping forces on the is­
land until a stronger indepen­
dent • and well trained civil 
Grenadian police force has 
been built up . 

AIRPOR 
OPENED 

THE troubled, saggin g econ­
omy of Grenada is expec ted 
to be given a significant fo r­
~ard boost with the opening 
of the Point Salines Inte rna­
tional Airport, on Monday, 
29th October. 

Opening of the airport v.ith 
its 9,800 feet of runway at: 
fords Grenada access to all 
types of international ai r traf-

\\Jc(, t', 

r1o~~s 
l(EEP ING 

I 

lie, both fo r passengers and 
cargo , providing a direct 
source of much needed dollars 
fo r the island. 

The new six-tower tem1inal 
with ils 103,000 square feel 
of space, is a replacement fo r 
Pearls, some 20-odd miles out 
of the capital , St. George's . 

The Point Salines airport 
has already made an impact 
on the Grenadian economy, 
providing some 400 jobs for 
locals , some of whom had al ­
ready worked on it up to 
the time when construction 
ceased on October 25 las t 
year as a result o fthe military 
interven tion by US and Carib­
bean troops. 

Construcrion at Point Sa­
lines was started by the Cu­
bans in late 1979. After the 
inter ruption , it was restarts:d 
in June of this year and work 
on all buildings , landscaping, 
replacement of the temporary 
arrivals and departures hall , 
is expected to be comple tc,1 
by the summer of 1985. 

The US , th rough its in lt: ,· 
national AlD Programme has 
pwnped US$ 14 million inl o 
the continuation of the con-

,,.., 
I H 

'ORCES ,-ro REMAIN. 
strnction of the Poin t Salines 
Ai rport. The ove iall c:ost of 
the airport has been se t at 
US$60 million to US$70 
million or around EC$ 200 
million. 

Grenada's Governor Gen­
eral , Sir Paul Scoon, declared 
the new airport ope n on the 
afte rnoon of October 29, at a 
ceremony attende d by re­
gional -heads of gove rnment 
or their representatives, and a 
cross-section of the Gre nadian 
community. 

1l1ere was a rumour that 
U.S. President Ro1,ald Reagan 
would himsel f atten d the 
opening ce remony, bu t this 
11Jmourp roved f:.i l:;c. The Pres­
iden t was repre sc!n t.:: d instead 
by Mr. Petc.- r Mc,:'h..:.son, Di­
rector o f USAJD in Washing­
ton. 

For Sund ay', opening, 
part of the proc<:e dings in ­
cluded a religious se rvice con­
ducted by the Council of 
Chu rches of Grenada , with 
the blessing of the terminal 
building an d the runway per• 
fom1cd by Msgr. Cyril Lamon­
tatrh!, Vic::i.r G-:,,eral of the 
local Roman C ... tLolic Church. 

Caribbean consti1ution:il 
lawyers have be gun legal 
arguments here over the right 
of the Grenada Sup reme 
Court , established by the de­
posed Peopl.e's Revolutionary 
Government , to try the 19 
persons accused of the mur­
ders of forme r Gren ada Prime 
Minister Maurice Bishop and 
11 othe rs in October 1983. 

The petition before the 
high court in effect seeks a 
declaration fr om Chief Ju s­
tice Archibald Nedd that U1e 
Court before which the 19 
have been brough t fo r trial, 
was unconstitu tionaJly and il­
legally established, a11 rl there • 
fore has no power or jurisdic­
tion to tty them. 

Should the c0un uh.: 1 J• 

vou rably on th is l.u1i1 1: 11t1un, 
it could possibly m. ,lll tha t 
the 19 accuse d, ind uJini; f, ;r­
mer Deputy Prime ~!in.st<! r 
Bernard Coard :mt.I his wife 
PbyUis and fom .. : , ~111lnpn-m 

Hudson Austin , .. ,,Jd be 
freed of the cha1,;,', t )r wl,,.: 11 
they are currently ~t.mdrng 
trial . 

Gerry Har~wo.)d z~ :i 1 ,_ ,·· 

lance joun:.ilisc. 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es


	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0001
	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0002
	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0003
	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0004
	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0005
	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0006
	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0007
	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0008
	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0009
	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0010
	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0011
	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0012
	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0013
	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0014
	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0015
	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0016
	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0017
	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0018
	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0019
	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0020
	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0021
	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0022
	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0023
	CARIBBEAN CONTACT0024



