ABSTRACT
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at
Primary, All-Age and Secondary Schools in Jamaic:
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Low attemdance rates retard the efforts of cducational institutions to cffectively and wnifarmiy deliver the
life skills and knowledge that are necessary for the development of the all-important Ioman resources in
a developing nation. With this concern in mind, the present paper utilizes a duta set drawn Srom the
November 1994 rownd of the Jamuaica Survey of Living Conditions 1o expluin two separate aspects of
attendunce, namely days of attendance (a continuous variable) and full artendance (u categorical
variable).  Regression results from four different estimating techniques — the Classical Linear
Regression, Linear Probability, and Probit and Logit Models — show that possession of texthooks, sehool
trpe, iftiess, average time taken 1o areive at sclhood (proxy for distance), regton winl quintife membership
are very important deterninunts of attendaitce at schools in Jamaica, When saomples are separared o
Primary and All-Age Schools, on one hand, and Secondury Schools on the other, it iy found that, for the
latter, apart fromschool type and quintite membership, the other variables pale fnfo nsignificance, with
anewvariahle, the provision of meals at school, emerging ay significant and negative. One of the several
policy implications derived lere, is the compelling need to improve student welfure, particuturiy i rurat

wreas, if the fuctors militating against reguiar attendance are to subyide,
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