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The only new musical mstrument develo d thlSA
century and it came. from Trinidad and Toba

THOUGH there is
stil  some con-
troversy as to the ex-
act start of the steel-
band, local
historians agree that
it was sometime dur-
ing 1937. And its ori-

|

Top band Phase II in New York

STEELPAN ——

were regarded as soclal
nulcast
e pan or the philoso-

: ?hy of steelband has gone

gins have been put to

the era of tamboo
bamboo with Afro-
French roots.

The pan is the only new
musical instrument deve-

loped in this century and is -

Trinidad and Tobago's
contribution to the world
of music. It has made re-
markable strides from

early days in East -

Port of Spain when the
panman, or anyone asso-
ciated-with a slcelband

rom the Port of Spain
streets throughout the en-
tire Caribbean and has
gained popularity in worid -
centres in the United
Kingdom, Europe, the Un--
xted States and Canada

Our F_’qn-qu

" Today, as has beal.
. proven time and time
again, our panmen, now
with the sophistry of
. chrome-plated pans, as

opposed to the crude,
painted steeldrums of yes- -
teryear have impacted
forcefully on every coun- '
try in wluch u has per- =
form: X

-dors stun their audiences

with the execution of mus-
ical skills artistry
ranging from the simple
Pop songs to the most de-
manding classical com-
positions.

. The steelband has anin- -
teresting history in the -
* evolution of percussion in-

lodic era have given way ~
to the present day melodu: 2

form of the
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classics and some have

broken new

playing sacl muslc at

divine services in a num-

ber of churches. - .
Today the pan has be-

Over the years the
mov&glumt haj made tre-
mendous strides in per-

these instruments.

gone through several
changes from the first
g:ad days of the 30s. To-
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the bienni
tivals. 4

(or
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the pleliminary competi
o} to ;tad in &

few



